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CHAPTER  IL 

TRADE. 

Section  I. — Communications,  1702-1788. 

Communication  between  Bombay  Sion  and  Mahim  was  for  long* 
I carried  on  chiefly  by  boat.  The  following  papers  relate  to  the  dis- 
jx)sal  of  the  ferry  contracts  : 

The  passage  boats  between  Mahim  and  Sion  were  rented  for  one  year 
;at  103  Xeraphins  and  one  laree  per  month  from  1st  August  1702  to 
•31st  July  1703.^ 

The  Bombay  Mahim  and  Sion  passage  boats  were  in  February 
1751  put  up  for  h term  of  three  years  and  rented  by  Bayramji  Manekji 
and  Dhanji  Kuvarji^  the  Bombay  boat  at  Bs.  525  and  the  Mahim  and 
‘ Sion  boats  at  Rs.  1971  per  annum.” 

The  former  term  of  rent  having  expired  the  farm  was  again  let  out 
1 in  1754.  The  Bombay  diary  of  the  12th  March  1754  has  the  follow- 
ing : This  being  the  day  appointed  for  letting  out  to  farm  the 
I Bombay  Mahim  and  Sion  passage  boats^  it  is  agreed  to  rent  the 
I former  on  the  same  terms  as  last  year.  But  the  method  allov\' ed  in  the  late 
( contract  in  regard  to  the  two  latter,  of  admitting  the  farmer  to  levy  a 
: percentage  on  certain  goods  according  to  their  value,  being  not  only 
[ very  irregular,  as  no  one  should  collect  any  duties  on  the  island  but  the 
1 Honourable  Company,  but  also  liable  to  many  abuses  and  impositions,  it 
is  resolved  that  it  be  discontinued  and  freight  collected  only  on  passen- 
s gers,  cattle,  and  the  quantities  of  goods  brought  over.  The  Board  then 
j adjourned  to  the  warehouse  to  put  the  contracts  up  to  farm. 

The  Bombay  passage  boat  was  first  put  uj)  for  a term  of  three  years 
and  rented  to  Bayramji  Manekji  and  Dhanji  Kuvarji  at  Rs.  390  per 
annum.  The  Mahim  and  Sion  passage  boats  were  next  put  up  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  given  below,  and  rented  to  Husan  Allaudin  and 
Mulla  Daud  at  Rs.  631  per  annum.^ 

Articles  of  agreement  made  and  entered  into  between  the  Flonourable 
Richard  Bourchier  Esquire  President  and  Governor  of  Bombay  and 
Council  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  United  English  East  India 
Company  of  the  one  part,  and  Codji  Husan  Allaudin  and  Mulla  Ddud 
of  the  other  part,  for  farming  the  said  Honourable  Company'’ s Mdhim 
and  Sion  passage  boats  for  the  term  of  three  years  to  commence  from 
the  11th  March  1754  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  631  per  annum  : 

1.  That  the  said  Codji  Husan  Allaudin  and  Mulla  Daud  shall  pay 
and  make  good  to  the  said  President  and  Council  or  their  successors 
the  said  sum  of  Rs.  631  per  annum  for  the  term  of  three  years  in 


1 Bom.  Gov.  Order  25tli  July  1702,  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699  - 17C2,  180, 
" Bom,  Gov.  Diary  26tli  Feb.  1751,  Pul).  Diary  21  of  1751,  59. 

Pub.  Diary  27  of  1754,  89  - 90. 
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BOMBAY  TOWN 


monthly  payments  o£  Rs.  52-2-3.3,  the  first  o!  which  payments  shall 
be  made  on  the  11th  day  o£  May  next  1754,  and  so  to  be  continued  on 
the  11th  day  of  every  month  ensuing,  till  the  last  monthly  payment  is 
made  good,  which  shall  be  on  the  11th  day  of  April  1757,  being  one 
month  after  the  expiration  of  this  contract. 

2.  That  the  said  Codji  Husan  Allaudin  and  Mulla  Baud  shall  get 
their  boat  in  readiness  at  all  times  when  required  for  carrying  the 
OovernmeiWs  despatches  or  messengers,  and  the  Honourable  Company 
shall  pay  their  fare  in  case  no  other  freight  or  passengers  offer  at  that 
time,  but  the  person  who  goes  and  comes  with  letters  shall  pay  no 
freight. 

3.  That  the  farmer  shall  receive  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  under- 

mentioned rates  for  the  passage  of  persons  or  freight  he  may  bring 
or  carry  to  or  from  the  other  side,  on  penalty  of  forfeiting  Rs.  50  for 
every  offence,  half  to  the  Honourable  Company  and  half  to  the  person 
from  whom  he  receives  it,  namely : pice. 
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For  each  person  that  goes  and  returns  the  same  day 
For  each  man  with  a load  of  provisions  or  goods,  not 
mentioned  in  the  following  list 

For  each  cow  or  dx  

For  each  buffalo  ...  ... 

For  each  ass  ...  ...  ... 

For  each  goat ... 

For  each  horse  ... 

For  a batty  mill  

For  a man’s  load  of  coir 
For  a man’s  load  of  cajans  ... 

For  each  bundle  of  4000  Robalo  Gallos  or  Sturgeons 
For  each  bundle  of  4000  Bombaloes  (Bummeloes) 

For  each  corge  of  Pomphrets  

For  each  corge  of  the  tish  called  Seeves  (Seers)  ... 

For  a basket  of  fowls 
For  each  basket  of  long  pepper 
F or  timber  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

For  a wedding  that  goes  and  comes  the  same  day 
For  each  bundle  of  100  pieces  of  wood 

4.  For  security  of  the  payment  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Rs.  631  per 
annum  for  the  said  term  of  three  years  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  for  the 
due  performance  of  the  above  articles,  the  said  Codji  Husan  Alaudin 
and  Mulla  Baud  do  hereby  jointly  and  separately  bind  themselves 
their  heirs  executors  and  administrators  to  the  said  Governor  and  I 
Council  and  their  successors  in  the  penal  sum  of  Rs.  12,000  current! 
money  of  Bombay.  In  witness  wFereof  they  have  hereunto  set  their 
hands  and  seals  in  Bombay  Castle  this  11th  day  of  March  1754  and 
the  counterpart  hereof  to  remain  with  Codji  Husan  Allaudin  and' 
Mulla  Baud.  The  said  President  and  Council  hath  caused  the  common 
seal  of  the  said  Honourable  Company  to  be  affixed  the  day  and  yean 
above  mentioned.^ 
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The  three  years^  term  having  expired  the  Bombay  j>assage  boati 
was  again  in  Mai’ch  1757  put  up  for  three  years  on  the  former  conditions^ 
to  commence  the  12th  instant  and  rented  to  Bayramji  Manekji  fon 
Rs.  593  per  annum,  or  Rs.  203  advance  on  the  former  rent.^ 


^ Pub.  Diary  27  of  1754,  91  - 93. 

2 Bom,  Gov.  Diary  4th  Mar.  1757,  Pub,  Diary  30  of  1757;  66. 
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The  Bombay  passage  boat  being  again  in  March  1760  put  up  for 
three  years  on  the  same  conditions  as  before  to  commence  the  12  th 
instant,  was  farmed  to  Byramji  Mdnekji  as  the  highest  bidder  for 
Rs.  501  per  annum  or  Rs.  92  less  than  when  last  rented.^ 

The  Bombay  passage  boat  was  again  in  March  1763  put  up  for 
a term  of  three  years  to  commence  the  12th  instant  on  usual  condi- 
tions and  let  to  the  highest  bidder  Curwa  Bhat  (Kharva  Bhdt  ?)  for 
Rs.  675  per  annum  or  Rs,  174  more  than  what  formerly  let  for.^ 

The  Bombay  passage  boat  was  in  May  1768  farmed  out  to 
Dhanji  Kavasji  for  three  years  at  Rs,  500  per  annum  or  Rs.  92  less 
’ than  the  present  lease.^ 

In  May  1771  the  sitting  to  lease  the  Bombay  passage  boat 
; having  been  deferred  until  this  day  (the  21st)  the  several  persons 
( atten(Eng  to  bid  for  the  same  are  now  called  in  and  the  lease  put  up  to 
i public  outcry  for  three  years  on  the  usual  terms  and  conditions  and 
[ Makan  Bowaji  being  the  highest  bidder,  it  is  let  to  him  at  Rs.  705 
\ per  annum,  being  Rs.  205  more  than  it  was  before  leased  for.^ 

The  lease  of  the  Bombay  passage  boat  was  in  June  1774  put  up 
t for  three  years  agreeable  to  the  notices  that  had  been  affixed  and  on 
( the  customary  conditions  and  was  let  to  Sundarj'i  Ramji  for  Rs.  1060 
‘ per  annum,  being  Rs.  355  per  annum  more  than  it  last  let  fbr.^ 

On  the  4th  March  1757  the  M5him  and  Sion  passage  boats  were 
1 put  up  on  the  same  conditions  as  before  for  three  years  to  commence  the 
! 12th  instant  and  rented  to  Bhiku  Kamat  for  Rs.  1122.  per  annum, 
1 which  is  Rs.  491  gained  on  the  old  contract.® 

The  Mahim  and  Sion  passage  boats  were  on  the  4tk  March  1760 
i put  up  on  the  former  conditions  and,  term  of  three  years  to  commence 
i the  12th  instant  and  rented  to  the  present  farmer  Bhiku  Kamat  for 
i:  Rs.  1385  per  annum  or  Rs.  2^63  more  per  annum  than  he  now  pays 
p for  them.^ 

I The  Mahim  and  Sion  passage  boats  being  on  the  8th  March  1763 
put  up  for  the  term  of' three  years  to  commence  the  12th  instant,  were 
; let  out  to  Soki  ji  Kilajiand  Ghulam  Mohiuddin  for  Rs,  1650  or  Rs..265 
cj  more'  than  what  they  let  for  bef orev®- 


t On  the  10th  March  1766  the  lease  of  the  Mahim  and  Sion  passage 
Ej  boats  expiring  the  11th  instant,  they  were  again  put  up  on  the  usual 
d!  conditions  for  a term  of  three  years  and  let  to  Manekji  Kharsedji  and 
Bayramji  Manekji  for  Rs.  1605  per  annum,  being  Rs.  45  per  annum 
less  than  last  lease.® 

This  morning,  the  30 fch  March  1769,  the  Mahim  and  Sion  passage 
boats  were  let  out  at  public  outcry  to  Bayrdmji  Manelqi,  the  highest 


^ Bom.  Gov  Diary  4tli  Mar.  1760;  Pub.  Diary  34  of  1760,.  162. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Diary  8th  Mari,  1763,  Pub.  Diary  40  of  1763,  165. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Diary  13th  May  1768,  Pub.  Diary  50  of  1768,  299, 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Diary  21st  May  1771,  Pub.  Diary  57  of  1771,  403, 

® Bom.  Gov,  Diary  3rd  .Tune  1774,  Pub.  Diary  65  of  1774,  395. 

6 Bom.  Gov.  Diary  4th  Mar.  1757,  Pub.  Diary  30  of  1757,  66. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Diary  4th  Mar.  1760,  Pub.  Diary  34  of  1760, 162  - 163. 
® Bom.  Gov.  Diary  8th  Mar.  1763,  Pub.  Diary  40  of  1763,  165. 

® Bom.,  Gov«  Diary  10th  Mar.  1766^  Pub.  Diary  46  of  1766i  107  • 
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bidder  for  Rs.  1820  per  aentim^  or  Rs.  215  per  annum  more  than 
they  last  let  for.  The  lease  to  commence  from  the  1st  of  April 
next.^ 

On  the  31st  March  1772  the  lease  of  the  Mahim  and  Sion  passag'e 
boats  was  put  to  farm  for  three  years  on  the  usual  terms  and  let 
to  Ghulam  Mohiuddin^  he  being*  the  highest  bidder,  for  Rs.  1750  per 
annum  or  Rs.  70  less  than  it  was  last  let  for.^ 

On  the  28th  March  1775  the  lease  of  the  Mahim  and  Sion  passage 
boats  was  put  up  and  let  for  the  term  of  three  years  on  the  usual 
conditions  to  Kamati  and  Caitan  Francisco  De  Penha  for  Rs.  2900 
per  annum  or  Rs.  1150  more  than  what  it  was  last  let  for.^ 

On  the  3rd  January  1777  the  Mahim  and  Sion  passage  boats  were 
put  up  to  farm  for  three  j^ears  and  leased  to  Muhammadali  Tarapurr 
at  Rs.  2210  per  annum.  Two  boats  hitherto  kept  at  Maliim  at  the 
Company's  expense  were  ordered  to  be  discontinued.^ 

The  22nd  December  1779,  being  the  day  fixed  for  leasing  out  the 
Mahim  and  Sion  passage  boats,  the  Board  after  doing  the  Public  De- 
partment business  resolved  into  a Revenue  Department  and  adjourned 
to  the  lower  hall  to  lease  out  the  Mahim  and  Sion  passage  boats.  W hen 
the  Board  met  for  that  purpose,  it  was  suggested  to  them  that  allowing 
the  farmer  a small  boat  in  addition  to  the  large  one  would  on  many 
accounts  make  the  farm  more  beneficial  to  the  Honourable  Company* 
The  Board  therefore  agreed  to  it  under  the  following  restriction,  which 
they  ordered  accordingly  must  be  inserted  as  an  additional  clause  in 
the  lease,  namely  : That  the  farmer  besides  the  large  boat  shall  be 
permitted  to  keep  a small  one  for  the  convenience  of  those  persons 
who  may  choose  to  make  use  of  it  in  preference  to  the  large  boat  or 
out  of  the  usual  hours  for  the  lai’ge  boats  passing  or  repassing  ; and  to> 
collect  from  such  persons  the  stated  fee  for  the  large  boat,  besides  a fee 
for  the  small  one.  But  he  must  engage,  under  penalty  of  such  fine  as 
shall  be  inflicted  on  him  by  the  Chief  of  Mahim,  that  the  large  boat 
shall  always  pass  and  repass  at  the  usual  hours  for  the  accommodation 
of  passengers  and  freight,  and  that  no  means  shall  be  practised  to  oblige 
the  people  to  make  use  of  the  small  boat  contrary  to  their  inclination. 
This  clause  being  explained  to  the  bystanders,  they  were  perfectly 
satisfied  therewith.  This  additional  clause  in  the  lease  having  been 
thus  previously  requested  and  agreed  to,  the  farm  was  put  up  and  leased 
out  for  three  years  to  Muhammadali  Tarapuri  for  Rs.  3170  per  annum,, 
being  Rs.  960  more  than  the  last.^ 

The  following  extracts  show  the  condition  of  the  road  between 
Bombay  and  Sion.  The  Bombay  diary  of  the  9th  June  1767  has  the 
following  : The  Collector  reports  that  the  proprietors  of  some  ground 
occupied  for  the  road  from  Sion  to  Pare!  have  not  been  paid  for  the 
same,  nor  had  any  other  ground  assigned  them  in  lieu  of  it.  It  is 
therefore  ordered  that  its  value  be  made  good  to  them.® 

* Bom.  Gov.  Diary  SOtli  Mar.  1769,  Pub.  Diary  53  of  1769,  413. 

- Bom.  Gov.  Diary  31st  Mar.  1772,  Pub.  Diary  60  of  1772,  355. 

® Bom.  Gov.  Diary  28tb  Mar.  1775,  Pub.  Diary  67  of  1775,  284-285. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Diary  3rd  Jan.  1777,  Pub.  Diary  71  of  1777,  8. 

5 Bom.  Gov.  Diary  22iid  Dec.  1779,  Pub.  Diary  76  of  1779,  680  and  Rev.  Diary  1 of 
1779,  104 . 105.  « Pub.  Diary  49  of  1767, 382, 
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The  Bombay  diary  of  the  15th  May  1770  has  the  following  record 
of  the  BoaixVs  Consnltation  on  that  day  regarding  the  Bombay- Sion- 
road  : A direct  road  from  Bombay  to  Sion  Fort  is  much  wanted  as  the 
present  one  is  only  passable  in  the  rainy  season  to  Yadala  Tank  which 
is  about  one  mile  beyond  Barely  by  which  means  the  only  way  of  con- 
ve}dng  cannon  or  other  stores  thither,  should  the  same  be  found 
necessary,  is  round  about  by  Mahim,  and  this  too  a very  indifferent 
way.  It  is  therefore  ordered  that  a road  be  immediately  set  about 
accordingly.  And  this  on  account  of  the  high  and  waste  grounds 
from  Yadala  Tank  to  Sion,  may  be  performed  at  an  easy  expense  as 
the  batty  grounds,  which  will  besides  be  taken  up  for  it,  produce  only 
a toka  of  8 miidds  12  phards  10  adholis  of  batty  for  which  a suitable 
allowance  must  be  made  to  the  farmers.^ 

The  following  relates  to  the  building  of  Sion  causeway.  On  the  16th 
November  1799  the  Chief  Engineer  Mr.  Robert  Nicholson  writes  to 
Government : We  have  altogether  received  Rs.  8000  which  is  now 
nearly  expended.  I am  of  opinion  that  if  Rs.  8000  more  is 
allowed  for  this  work  (Sion  causeway)  the  whole  will  be  completed 
I in  about  six  months.  It  will  then  be  1 5 feet  wide  at  the  top  and 
^ considerably  above  the  highest  spring  tides.  I have  the  further 
; satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  during  the  late  severe  storm,  in  which 
: it  may  be  supposed  the  water  was  very  much  agitated,  not  a 
: single  stone  was  displaced.  The  reason  that  it  is  impossible  to  fix  a 
; shorter  date  than  six  months  for  its  completion,  is  that  we  are  now 
: so  far  advanced  into  the  river  that  that  part  of  the  Causeway  which  is 
s not  yet  begun  upon,  can  be  worked  at  only  for  three  tides  in  the 
: month  until  it  is  considerably  raised  above  the  foundation.  The  above - 
i mentioned  sum  is  not  wanted  at  once,  but  shall  be  drawn  in  such  sums 
i as  the  progress  of  the  work  may  require.  This  further  sum  of  Rs.  8000 
i was  sanctioned  by  Government  on  the  19th  November  1799,  when  they 
) added  that  the  work  might  be  finished  as  substantially  and  speedily  as 
I possible.^ 

On  the  representation  of  the  grand  jury  the  Court  of  Sessions 
I requested  that  Government  be  pleased  to  order  that  the  public  roads  of 
i the  island  in  general  and  the  streets  of  the  town  be  properly  repaired  at 
j the  Honourable  Company’s  expense.  At  their  Consultation,  the  26th 
i August  1769,  Government  observe : The  public  roads  are  now 
3 repairing  and  the  streets  are  under  the  care  of  the  scavenger  who 
^ must  repair  them ; the  charge  to  be  defrayed  by  the  laud  paymaster 

i The  following  papers  contain  various  orders  published  in  order  to 
i regulate  traffic  in  the  stmets  of  Bombay : Letter  from  Mr.  Alexander 
] Callander  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  to  the  President,  dated  Bombay  Town 
5 Hall  15th  January  1770.  In  consequence  of  a presentment  made  this 
i day  by  the  Grand  Jury  to  His  Majesty’s  justices  in  sessions  assembled, 
: they  have  ordered  me  to  communicate  to  your  Flonour  their  recom- 
t|  mendation  that  you  will  please  to  cause  the  proclamation — formerly 
^ issued  forbidding  the  natives  to  drive  their  hackeries  in  a violent  manner 

i ■■ 

1 

^ Pub.  Diary  55  of  1770,  .306  ■ 307.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  II.  161  - 162. 

I 2 Diary  111  of  1709,  3000  • 3001.  ^ p^p^  Diary  54  of  1769,  637  • 638,  647  ■ 648. 
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along  the  public  roads  to  the  great  annoyance  and  damage  o£  the  other 
passengers — to  be  now  republished.  As  it  appears  the  penalty  at 
present  annexed  to  such  transgression  is  an  inadequate  check,  they 
recommend  you  will  at  the  same  time  cause  it  to  be  increased  from 
Bs.  50  to  Ks,  100  for  the  first  offence.^ 

On  reading  the  above  letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  recommend- 
ing by  order  of  His  Majesty^ s justices  that  the  publication  for  prevent- 
ing the  owners  of  hackeries  driving  them  violently  along  the  roads  may 
be  renewed  on  pain  of  their  being  fined  double  the  sum  before  ordered 
to  be  levied,  the  Board  resolved  on  the  26th  January  1770  that  the 
Secretary  is  ordered  to  comply  with  accordingly.^ 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Bench  of  J ustices  the  Board  at  their 
Consultation  on  the  29th  March  1784  resolved  to  make  it  an  Act  of 
Government  that  no  native  inhabitant  of  this  island  shall  be  permitted 
to  drive  horses  or  mules  in  a wheel  carriage  of  any  denomination  from 
and  after  the  14th  day  of  April  1784  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  sum  * 
of  Rs.  100  for  every  such  offence.  One-half  of  the  sum'.is  to  be  given 
to  the  informer  and  the  other  half  appropriated  to.  the  support  of  the 
roads.^ 

The  ?ame  day  it  was  also  ordered  that  no  native  inhabitant  of  this 
island  permitted  to  ride  in  a chair  or  palanquin  within  the  garrison 
of  Bombay,  except  vakils  from  country  governments  and  strangers  of 
distinction.^ 

The  Board  further  ordered  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Bench  of 
Justices  that  it  be  issued  out  in  public  orders  and  by  publication  that 
all  carts  and  hackeries  shall  pass  and  repass  by  the  Bazar  Gate  only  • 
and  that  no  carriage  drawn  by  oxen  shall  be  permitted  to  pass  at 
either  of  the  other  gates  excepting  four-wheeled  hackeries  belonging  to 
the  European  inhabitants  and  the  carts  employed  on  the  Company's 
works  for  the  service  of  the  troops  at  Old  Womaif  s Island  or  for  clean- 
ing the  town  by  the  scavengers.^ 

These  prohibitory  orders  led  to  the  following  petition  in  April  1784 
from  the  principal  native  inhabitants  and  merchants  to  Government  ^ 
Your  faithful  and  humble  subjects — the  merchants  and  traders  of 
Bombay — most  respectfully  represent  to  your  Honour  that  they  feel 
themselves  most  sensibly  hurt  and  aggrieved  by  an  edict  issued  under 
the  5th  of  the  present  month  of  April,  forbidding  any  of  your  faithful 
subjects  aforesaid  to  use  carriages  diawn  by  horses  or  mules,  also* 
Bengal  chairs,  and  prohibiting  them  from  entering  the  town  in  their 
hackeries  by  any  way  but  the  Bazar  Gate.  By  which  order  you? 
petitioners  are  impressed  with  the  greatest  giief  and  concern.  For- 
merly, Honourable  Sir,  your  petitioners  made  use  of  carriages  di’awm  by 
bullocks  with  bells  round  their  necks  j but  the  gentlemen  objecting 


^ Pub.  Diary  55  of  1770,  85.  ^ Pub.  Diary  55  of  1770,  84. 

^Pub.  Diary  83  of  1784,  237  -238,  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759  - 1788. 
179  - 180. 

•*  Pub.  Diary  83  of  1784,  237.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759  - 1788,  180. 
®Piib.  Diary  83  of  178 4j  237  * 2.38.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759  - 17,88^ 
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to  them  as  frightening  the  horses,  the  bells  were  abolished ; on  which 
your  petitioners  presented  a petition  to  Mr.  Hornby  who  directed 
them  to  fuinish  a list  o£  such  persons  as  were  entitled  to  distinction, 
and  he  would  give  oiders  accordingly,  and  at  the  same  time  advised 
your  petitioners  to  use  horse  conveyances  as  more  serviceable  and 
better  in  eveiy  respect.  But  your  petitioners,  anxious  to  avoid  giving 
offence,  did  not  give  in  the  list  as  directed  by  Mr.  Hornby,  but 
followed  his  advice  relative  to  horses  which  appeared  highly  eligible 
in  many  points,  since  a horse  could  be  managed  without  a servant 
and  cause  less  dust  than  bullocks,  which  is  known  to  be  very  disagree- 
able to  all  g'entlemen.  Formerly  your  petitioners  possessed  no  pro- 
perty in  gardens  or  plantations  at  a distance  from  Bombay  so  that 
they  could  visit  them  on  foot  without  trouble.  But  when  that  pro- 
perty was  taken  from  them  at  Mahim  and  when  your  petitioners  also 
bought  the  Company’s  plantations  that  were  put  up  to  sale,  it  was  found 
very  inconvenient  to  visit  them  in  person.  This  change  was  attended 
with  so  great  loss  that  a quarter  part  was  not  recoverable.  In  like 
manner  it  was  found  that  bullocks  did  not  answer,  as  one  trip  was  to 
them  a heavy  labour,  so  that  of  necessity  recourse  was  had  to  horses.  Nor 
were  they  adopted  from  motives  of  vanity,  or  from  a desire  of  equalling 
the  European  gentlemen,  but  from  this  conveyance  great  ease  and  con- 
venience have  been  experienced  as  well  as  saving.  For  bullocks  are  more 
expensive  and  not  so  durable.  By  this  new  order  your  petitioners  will 
be  subjected  to  great  expense,  and  should  they  be  indulged,  would  not 
transgress  the  bounds  of  respect,  from  regard  to  their  own  credit. 
Great  multitudes  drive  carriages  but  the  petitioners  presume  to  hope  that 
they  shall  not  suffer  for  the  transgressions  of  others.  It  is  likewise 
' ordered  that  your  petitioners  should  go  and  come  by  the  Bazar  Gate  only, 
t at  which  the  press  of  carts  and  people  is  already  so  severe  that  there  is 
• great  danger  of  accidents  and  will  now  be  still  greater.  Such  of 
' your  petitioners  as  live  in  that  part  or  have  business  that  way  do  now 
\ go  by  that  gate.  Your  petitioners  are  concerned  that  this  restric- 
; tion  relates  solely  to  them,  as  many  other  carts  are  suffered  to  pass 
i and  such  of  them  as  live  near  the  gates  will  experience  great  difficulty 
and  inconvenience,  not  to  mention  the  great  discredit  into  which  the 
1 merchants  of  Bombay  will  be  thrown  in  all  other  countries  when  the 
ij  news  is  spread  abroad,  which  will  be  the  cause  of  great  grief  and  shame 
) to  your  petitioners.  On  which  consideration  they  humbly  and  earnestly 
;(  pray  that  they  may  be  suffered  to  enjoy  the  ancient  privilege  of  pass- 
I ing  and  repassing.  Your  petitioners  with  respect  to  the  abolition  of 
3 Bengal  chairs  and  palanquins  humbly  beg  your  Honour  to  consider 
t that,  as  traders  and  merchants,  they  are  by  no  means  desirous  of 
>:  squandering  their  substance  or  of  putting  themselves  to  the  expense  of 
[;  those  conveyances  from  motives  of  ostentation ; nor  are  they  used  but 
X by  persons  whose  business  being  of  an  urgent  nature,  are  troubled  with 
f disorders  or  Aveakness  disabling  them  from  walking ; or  in  case  of 
I indisposition  when  advice  is  given  to  take  the  air  and  any  other  con- 
rv  veyance  would  be  fatiguing  and  prejudicial ; so  that  this  part  of  the 
)i  edict  might  be  a cause  of  great  loss  and  damage  to  the  affairs  of  your 
•c  petitioners.  Your  faithful  subjects  and  humble  petitioners.  Honourable 
^ Sir,  thus  presume  to  lay  their  ease  before  you  firmly  persuaded  of 
\\  your  indulgence  from  the  Telationship  in  which  they  stand ; for  to 
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whom  else  should  they  either  represent  their  grievances  or  from 
whom  expect  relief  j which  should  your  Honour  procure  them,  they 
will  as  in  duty  bound  ever  pray.^ 

In  the  meanwhile  Government  received  the  following’  presentment 
of  thanks  from  the  Grand  Jury  to  the  Bench  of  Justices,  dated  Bom- 
bay Town  Hall  28th  April  1784:  We  the  jurors  of  our  Sovereign 
Lord  the  King  on  our  oaths  do  present  that  having  for  a long  period 
of  time  seen  with  particular  regret,  notwithstanding  the  repeated 
presen tmeuts  of  this  jury,  the  great  inconveniences  resulting  to  society 
from  the  unlimited  use  of  horse-carriages  among  the  native  inhabitants 
of  this  island,  and  the  distressing  consequences  to  the  community  in 
general  from  the  enormous  price  of  every  article  of  life,  it  is  with 
uncommon  pleasure  we  now  observe  the  abuse  of  these  two  important 
points  has  been  a principal  object  of  reform  under  the  present  Govern- 
ment. We  are  convinced  nothing  but  the  prohibition  of  the  first,  and 
the  great  though  proper  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  latter,  could  have 
effected  that  relief,  which  we  are  now  fully  sensible  has  been  afforded. 
And  we  therefore,  the  jurors  for  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  as  in 
duty  bound  think  it  highly  incumbent  on  us  to  express  our  particular 
acknowledgments  to  the  Bench  of  Justices  who  framed  the  necessary 
regulations  to  effect  this  very  useful  reform  and  to  the  Government 
whose  sanction  has  so  strongly  confirmed  them.^ 

On  receipt  of  the  aforesaid  petition  from  the  merchants  and  a copy  of 
the  presentment,  on  the  4th  May  1784,  the  President  laid  them  before 
the  Board.  The  Bombay  diary  of  that  day  has  the  following  entry  : 
The  President  lays  before  the  Board  the  translate  of  a petition  from  the 
principal  merchants  of  this  island  praying  that  the  late  regulations 
respecting  the  natives  not  using  palanquins  or  horse  hackeries  may  be 
countermanded,  and  that  the  restrictions  of  passing  in  hackeries  by 
any  of  the  gates  excepting  the  Bazar  gate  may  be  taken  off,  wliieh  is 
read  ; also  a letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  accompanying  the  coj)y 
of  a minute  of  the  Bench  at  the  last  Quarter  Sessions,  with  a copy  of 
a presentment  of  thanks  from  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  same  Sessions, 
expressive  of  the  sense  they  entertain  of  the  attention  which  has  been 
paid  by  Government  to  the  presentments  which  have  at  different  times 
been  made,  and  particularly  that  with  respect  to  the  horse  hackeries. 
The  Board  having  taken  into  consideration  the  above  petition  widi  the 
papers  sent  up  by  the  Bench,  do  unanimously  resolve  to  reject  every 
part  of  the  former  except  that  respecting  the  gate,  and  as  our  granting 
them  an  indulgence  may  not  be  attended  with  any  particular  incon- 
venience, it  is  resolved  that  in  future  the  native  inhabitants  be  permit- 
ted to  pass  and  repass  in  their  hackeries  at  the  Church  Gate  as  well  as 
at  the  Bazar  Gate ; this  indulgence  to  be  continued  to  them  only 
whilst  they  do  not  abuse  it,  and  not  to  extend  to  carts  except  those 
already  licensed.^ 

Begular  ferry  communication  with  Salsette  was  established  in  1775 
and  with  Thaiia  in  the  following  year.  The  Bombay  diary  of  the  26th 


1 Pub.  Diary  83  of  1784,  .326  - 328.  2 pi^ry  83  of  1784,  329. 

3 Pub.  Diary  83  of  1784,  324  - .325.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol,  2 of  1759  -1788, 
180;  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  II,  317  -318. 
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September  1775  has  the  following  entry:  It  being  necessary  that 
proper  ferries  should  be  established  between  the  island  (of  Bombay) 
and  Salsette  for  the  accommodation  of  passengers  on  the  public  service 
and  the  transportation  of  horses  and  stores  ; it  is  resolved  that  a small 
boat  and  a punt  be  constantly  kept  at  Mahim  for  that  purpose  under 
the  direction  of  the  Custom  Master  with  a tindal  and  four  lascars 
in  constant  pay,  and  that  the  boat  be  supplied  from  the  marine  and  the 
punt  contracted  for  on  the  cheapest  terms  by  the  Maliim  custom 
master.  Care  must,  however,  be  taken  that  these  boats  be  not  employed 
in  any  manner  that  can  give  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the  farmer  of 
the  Mahim  and  Sion  passage  boats.^ 

On  tlie  23rd  April  1776  the  Board  observe  : As  we  are  of  opinion  the 
establishing  regular  passage  boats  between  this  place  and  Thana  will 
be  convenient  to  both  islands  and  be  of  some  advantage  to  the  Company, 
it  is  agreed  to  establish  them  accordingly  and  to  farm  them  out  to  the 
! highest  bidder  on  the  30th  of  this  month.^ 

On  the  6th  May  1776  Messrs.  Mostyn  and  Garden  report  that  they 
have  leased  out  the  Thana  passage  boat  for  three  years  at  Bs.  1805 
per  annum,® 

The  Bombay  diary  of  the  30th  September  1778  has  the  following 
I notice  : Received  (30th  September  1778)  per  patamar  a letter  from 
I the  Chief  and  factors  at  Thdna,  dated  the  28th  instant,  in  which  they 
' advised  their  having  leased  out  the  passage  boats  between  that  island 
I and  the  continent  for  Rs.  2955.^ 

The  8th  December  1779  being  the  day  fixed  upon  for  farming  out 
> the  Thana  passage  boat,  the  Board  adjourned  to  the  lower  hall  when 
it  was  put  up  and  leased  out  for  three  years  to  Jevan  Hebbdji  and 
i Hiraji  Gangaji  at  Rs.  1325  per  annum, ^ The  following  were  the 
} terms  of  this  contract : 

Articles  of  agreement  entered  into  between  the  Honourable  William 
) Hornby,  President  and  Governor,  and  Council  of  Bombay  on  behalf 
r of  the  Honourable  United  English  ISast  India  Company  on  the  one  part, 
3 and  Jevan  Hebbaji  and  Hiraji  Gangaji  inhabitants  of  Bombay  on  the 
r other  part,  for  farming  the  passage  boat  from  hence  to  Thana  and  back 
f again  for  the  term  of  three  years  at  Rs.  1325  per  annum  to  commence 
[ from  8th  December  1779  : 

[ 1.  That  the  said  Hiraji  Gangaji  and  Jevan  Hebbaji  shall  pay  or  make 

3 good  to  the  said  President  and  Council  or  their  successors  the  said  sum  of 
. Rs.  1325  per  annum  for  the  said  term  of  three  years  in  monthly  pay- 
(ments  of  Rs.  110-1-67,  the  first  of  which  payments  shall  be  made  within 
) two  months  from  the  date  hereof  and  so  to  be  continued  on  the  8th  day 
of  every  month  ensuing  till  the  last  month  when  the  whole  shall  be 
umade  good  which  shall  be  on  the  8th  day  of  January  in  1783,  being 
;;  one  month  after  the  expiration  of  this  contract. 


^ Bom.  Grov.  Consultation  26th  Sept.  1775,  Pub.  Diai’y  68  of  1775,  663  - 6G4, 
I Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759  - 1788,  51. 

[ 2 Consultation  23rd  April  1776,  Pub.  Diary  69  of  1776,  206.  Comp,  of 

I Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759  - 1788,  53. 

i 3 Bom,  Cov.  Diary  6th  May  1776,  Pub.  Diary  69  of  1776,  388. 

I “Pub.  Diary  74  of  1778,  696. 

I ^ Rev.  Diary  1 of  1779,  98  and  Pub.  Diary  76  of  1779,  640, 
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2.  That  the  said  Jevan  Hebbaji  and  Hiraji  Gpigaji  shall  provide 
proper  boats  and  people  at  their  own  expense  during  the  said  term  o£ 
three  years,  which  boats  shall  not  be  navigated  to  any  other  ports  than 
Thana  and  back  again  to  Bombay,  and  that  a boat  shall  proceed  to 
Thana  every  day  at  a certain  hour  to  be  appointed  by  the  Bombay 
custom  master. 


8.  That  the  said  Jevan  Hebbaji  and  Hiraji  Gangaji  shall  moreover 
get  their  boats  in  readiness  at  all  times  for  carrying  the  Government 
despatches,  military  or  marine  officers  or  messengers  to  either  of  the 
aforesaid  ports  with  a reasonable  baggage  freight-free  and  the  persons 
who  go  or  come  with  letters  to  or  from  any  of  the  country  powers  on 
said  passage  boats  shall  pay  no  freight. 

4.  That  all  the  Vanjdra  merchants  that  come  to  this  island  shall 
pay  no  freight  for  themselves  but  only  for  the  goods  they  bring  hither 
or  take  away  with  them  which  they  are  not  to  export  on  any  other 
vessel  than  said  passage  boats. 

5.  That  the  said  farmers  shall  receive  neither  more  or  less  than  the 
undermentioned  rates  for  the  passages  of  persons  or  the  freight  of 
goods  they  may  bring  or  carry  to  or  from  the  aforesaid  ports  on 
penalty  of  forfeiting  Bs.  50  for  every  offence,  half  to  the  person  from 
whom  they  receive  it : 


For  every  person  ...  ...  ... 

Do.  cow  ...  ...  .*• 

Do.  horse 
Do.  buffalo 

Do.  dupper  {diihar  pig)  large 
Do.  do.  small  ...  ... 

Do.  goat  or  sheep 

For  all  goods,  every  Bombay  Idiandi... 

The  above  rates  are  to  be  taken  only  from  the  1st  November  to  the' 
81st  May,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  namely  from  the  1st 
J une  to  the  30th  October,  the  undermentioned  prices : 


Es.  qr.  res. 
0 0 50 
2 0 
0 0 
2 0 
0 50 
0 25 

0 25 

1 0 


0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


For  every  person  ... 

Eg. 

...  0 

qr. 

0 

reg. 

75 

Do. 

COW  •••  ••• 

...  0 

3 

0 

Do. 

li  0 1 so  • • • • • • 

...  1 

2 

0 

Do. 

buffalo 

...  0 

3 

0 

Do. 

dupper  {duhar  pig)  large 

...  0 

0 

75 

Do. 

do  small 

...  0 

0 

38 

Do. 

goat  or  sheep 

...  0 

0 

38 

For  all 

goods,  every  Bombay  Jcliandi 

...  0 

1 

50 

6.  The  seeuiity  for  the  payment  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Rs.  13 
per  annum  for  the  said  teim  of  three  years  in  manner  aforesaid  and  foil 
the  due  performance  of  the  said  articles  by  the  said  Jevan  Hebbaji' 
Sind  Hiraji  Gangaji,  Sadashiv  Raghunathji  and  Bilaji  Hebbaji  inhabit- 
ants of  Bombay  do  hereby  bind  themselves  their  heirs  executors: 
and  administrators  to  the  said  Governor  and  Council  and  theiii 
spccessors  in  the  penal  sum  of  Rs.  3975  current  money  of  Bombay 
and  in  witness  thereof  they  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  in 
Bombay  Castle  this  8th  day  of  December  1779,  and  the  coimterpan 
thereof  to  remain  with  the  said  Jevan  Hebbaji  and  Hiraji  Gangaji 
the  said  President  and  Council  have  caused  the  common  seal  of  saic 
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Honourable  Company  to  be  affixed  the  day  and  year  above  mentioned. 
Signed  sealed  and  executed  (where  no  stamped  paper  is  procurable)  in 
the  presence  of  Mr.  James  Hatley  and  Mr.  Samuel  Martin.^ 

The  following  extracts  relate  to  the  treatment  of  passengers  and  the 
rates  of  passage  money  by  the  Company's  ships  : On  the  12th  January 
17  O'!,  the  Court  of  Directors  observe  the  complaints  against  the 
commanders  of  their  ships  for  ill-usage  of  the  Armenians  and  other 
merchants  (passengers)  by  extorting  large  sums  from  them  for  passage 
money,  and  direct  that  special  regard  be  had  to  prevent  the  like  for 
the  future ; that  the  Council  on  the  place  determine  all  such  differences, 
according  to  the  rules  of  justice  and  equity,  and  protest  against  such 
commanders.^ 

In  their  letter  to  Bombay,  the  5th  April  1776,  the  Court  write  : As 
I the  commanders  of  the  ships  freighted  by  the  Company  now  pay  to 
I their  owners  £15  instead  of  the  sum  of  £10  for  each  passenger  as 
I formerly,  and  in  consideration  that  the  price  of  every  necessary  is 
greatly  increased,  we  have  permitted  the  commanders  to  receive,  but  on 
no  consideration  to  demand,  a larger  sum  than  as  undermentioned  for 
the  passage  and  accommodation  at  their  table  of  persons  proceeding  to 
India  at  their  own  expense  in  the  following  stations,  namely  : 

£ 

A General  Officer  ...  ...  ...  200 

A Member  of  Council  or  a Colonel ...  ...  150 

A Lieutenant-Colonel  ...  ...  ...  120 

Senior  and  Junior  Merchants  and  Majors  ...  100 
Factors  and  Captains  ...  ...  ...  80 

Writers  Lieutenants  and  Ensigns  ...  ...  70 

Married  ladies  at  the  abovementioned  rates 
according  to  the  station  of  their  husbands. 

8 ingle  ladies  the  same  as  W riters ; and  a 
Cadet  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

The  like  sums  are  to  be  paid  for  passengers  homeward  bound  who  are 
under  the  necessity  of  coming  to  England  for  the  recovery  of  their 
health,  and  you  are  to  order  such  ]3ersons  to  be  received  on  board  and 
properly  accommodated  on  the  abovementioned  terms 

In  their  letter  to  Bombay,  the  20th  January  1779,  the  Court  write  : 
The  commanders  of  our  freighted  ships  are  still  permitted  to  receive, 
but  upon  no  consideration  to  demand,  a larger  sum  than  the  under- 
mentioned for  the  passage  and  accommodation  at  their  table  of 
gentlemen  proceeding  to,  and  returning  from,  India  at  their  own  expense 


in  the  following  stations,^  namely  : 

£ 

For  a General  Officer  ...  ...  200 

For  a Member  of  Council  or  a Colonel  ...  150 

For  a Lieutenant-Colonel  ...  ...  ...  J 20 

For  a Senior  or  Junior  Merchant  or  Major  ...  100 
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^ Bom.  Grov.  Diary  14th  Dec.  1779,  Kev.  Diary  1 of  1779,  99- 101. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  12tli  Jan.  1704  paras  6 and  7.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of 
1715- 1721,  4. 

3 Pub,  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  9 of  1772-1777,  2G0 -2G1.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord. 
Vol.  2 of  1759-1788,  52-53. 

1 ^ Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  10  of  1778-  1782,  129.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 
Of  1759-1788,  57. 
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Bombay  Diary  of  the  20th  August  1783  refers  to  the  Company's 
orders  dated  16th  May  1761,  with  a list  of  the  rates  of  passage  money 
established  for  their  servants  according  to  rank.^ 

On  the  4th  January  1786  the  Court  write:  We  confirm  our  former 
orders  for  the  commanding  officer  of  the  cruisers  on  the  Surat  stations 
on  the  subject  of  passage  money.  The  same  must  be  observed  by  his 
successors.^ 

The  Court  of  Directors  also  provided  for  the  improvement  of  naviga- 
tion by  issuing  the  following  orders  ; (a)  for  keeping  official  logs  and 
(6)  for  surveying  the  west  coast  of  India.  In  para.  37  of  their  letter 
to  Bombay,  the  27th  May  1779,  they  write:  We  further  direct  that 
you  make  it  a condition  on  granting  passes  to  vessels  navigated  by 
Europeans  that  on  the  return  of  every  such  vessel  a copy  of  every 
part  of  the  log-book  or  journal  of  the  voyage  which  shall  contain  any 
material  information  for  the  improvement  of  navigation  shall  be 
delivered  to  our  Master  Attendant  who  is  to  examine  the  same  with 
the  original  and  to  report  such  remarks  as  occur  thereon  for  your 
information.  Such  parts  of  log-books  and  journals  as  shall  contain 
information  worthy  of  our  attention,  together  with  such  charts  and 
plans  as  may  be  obtained,  must  be  regularly  sent  to  us  by  the  first 
ship  that  sails  to  England  in  a box  packet  apart  marked  Charts  and 
Journals.^ 

With  a view  to  gain  perfect  knowledge  of  the  soundings  on  the 
bank  to  the  westward  of  Bombay  the  Court  write  to  Bombay  on  the 
8th  March  1786  : As  it  would  be  extremely  useful  for  our  ships  bound 
to  Bombay  in  thick  weather  to  have  a perfect  knowledge  of  the 
soundings  on  the  bank  to  the  westward  of  Bombay,  we  direct, 
whenever  the  season  will  admit,  you  do  employ  one  of  our  vessels  in 
executing  this  service.  We  would  have  the  vessel  proceed  along  the  coast 
from  Bombay  to  Surat,  determining  carefully  the  latitudes  and  longi- 
tudes of  the  various  points  as  well  as  of  peaks  and  hills  inland  with 
explanatory  views  of  the  land,  taking  all  altitudes  for  determining  the 
time  by  chronometer  every  hour,  and  taking  the  bearings  and  altitudes 
of  the  land  by  the  Hadley  at  such  time. 

From  Surat  we  direct  the  vessel  to  cross  over  to  Groapnaught  (Gopnath) 
Point  on  the  coast  of  Gujarat  and  along  that  shore  toAvards  Vagnagar,  j 
and  to  cross  back  from  thence  towards  St.  Johns  (Sanjan)  determining 
the  exact  position  of  the  outer  extremity  of  the  shoals.  From  sight  of 
St.  Johns  the  vessel  will  stand  back  towards  the  coast  of  Gujarat  a little 
to  the  westward  of  their  former  track  and  continue  their  traverses  in  ; 
that  manner  backwards  and  forwards  between  the  coast  of  Gujarat  and  .i 
the  coast  of  India,  noting  very  particularly  the  depths  and  qualities  of’ 
the  ground  till  they  reach  Diu  Head  by  those  traverses,  taking  altitudes  v 
for  determining  the  time  by  chronometer  as  often  as  possible  and  always?: 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consnitation  20th  Ang.  1783.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759- 
1788,  60.  Court  to  Bombay,  16th  May  1761,  is  not  traced  (1892). 

2 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord-  Vol.  2 of  1759  - 1788,  65. 

3 Puh.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  10  of  1778  - 1783,  162.,  Comp,  of  Stainl.  Ord.  Vol.  2 off 
1759  - 1788.  67-58. 
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taking  at  such  times  the  bearings  and  altitudes  of  the  remarkable  lands 
at  sight. 

From  Diu  Head  the  vessel  ought  to  continue  her  traverses  in  like 
manner  to  the  outward  edge  of  the  bank  as  far  southward  as  17^ 
north  latitude  till  they  find  no  soundings  in  that  latitude,  and  then 
confine  her  traverses  southward  to  the  limits  of  the  bank  standing  back 
to  the  northward  whenever  she  loses  soundings. 

Let  what  is  done  be  done  completely  and  nothing  left  undeter- 
mined in  this  space.  If  any  doubt  arises  let  them  repeat  their  observa- 
tions in  such  part  that  an  implicit  confidence  may  be  safely  placed  in 
their  work  when  finished. 

When  this  work  is  finished  we  direct  that  a particular  exami- 
nation be  made  of  the  Laccadive  islands  and  the  various  banks  between 
them  and  the  coast  of  Malabar,  a knowledge  of  which  would  be  very 
useful  and  ought  to  be  ascertained  by  close  traverses  from  the  coast  to 
the  islands  in  the  same  manner  as  before  directed,  taking  altitudes  for 
the  time  by  chronometer  as  frequently  as  possible.  When  the  vessel 
^ cannot  anchor  during  the  night  she  must  make  short  tacks  to  remain 
1 near  the  same  place  she  was  in  at  dark.  In  the  course  of  this  voyage  it 
I will  be  proper  to  determine  the  relative  position  of  the  Laccadives 
Minicoy  (called  Keley  by  mistake  in  the  charts)  and  the  Head  of  the 
Maldives. 

These  services  we  hope  may  be  executed  completely  in  the  course 
I of  one  yearns  season.  By  the  time  this^  service  is  executed,  we  suppose 
j the  person  whom  you  employ  for  that  purpose  will  have  made  himself 
) completely  qualified  for  the  charge  of  the  chronometers.  And  that, 
; by  their  repeated  returns  to  Bombay,  their  rate  will  be  well  ascertained. 
^ We  then  direct  that  two  or  more  of  your  small  vessels  be  employed  to 
i ascertain  the  situation  of  the  numerous  banks  and  islands  in  the  southern 
i passage  from  the  Maldives  to  Madagascar,  as  an  accurate  knowledge  of 

! those  hitherto  much  neglected  seas  is  essential  to  the  security  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Company's  ships.  In  the  course  of  this  voyage  great 

i attention  should  be  paid  to  the  variation,  as  the  longitudes  of  the  lines 
of  equal  variation  will  be  very  useful  to  all  ships  passing  those  seas, 
and  as  this  service  cannot  be  executed  in  one  season  we  recommend  that 
I on  the  return  to  Bombay  attention  be  had  to  determine  the  longitude  of 
fas  many  places  as  can  be  conveniently  done. 

In  case  of  any  accident  unfortunately  happening  to  the  box 
chronometer,  it  must  not  be  put  into  the  hands  of  any  artist  in  India 
but  returned  to  us.  We  are  informed  the  pocket- chronometer  can  be 
repaired  at  Calcutta.^ 

The  following  papers  describe  the  postal  arrangements  between 
I Bombay  England  and  Madras  towards  the  end  of  the  last  century.  In 
11787  on  the  31st  July  the  Court  wiite  to  Bombay  : In  order  to  carry 
I the  purposes  of  Mr.  Baldwin's  appointment  into  effect,  we  have  formed 
a plan  which  has  been  approved  by  His  Majesty’s  Post  Master 


' ^ Court  to  Bombay  8th  Mar.  1786  paras  23-29,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  11  of 

' 1783  • 1786,  316  - 319.  Comp,  of  Staudiug  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759  - 1788,  63  - 65. 
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General.  In  consequence  thereof  we  have  given  directions  to  our 
Governor  General  and  Council  of  Bengal  that  on  the  30th  November 
annually  they  despatch  one  of  the  Company's  amied  cruizers  to  Suez 
with  orders  to  call  at  Fort  St.  George  where  she  is  not  to  remain  more 
than  two  days ; from  thence  she  is  to  sail  to  Bombay  where  likewise 
she  must  not  remain  more  than  two  days ; she  is  then  to  proceed  to  Suez 
from  whence  Mr.  Baldwin  will  return  her  with  the  Company’s 
despatches  to  India  agreeably  to  such  orders  as  he  may  receive  from  us. 

Private  letters  to  and  from  India  may  be  permitted  to  be  forwarded 
with  the  Company's  packets.  But  we  strictly  enjoin  you  to  make  the 
private  letters  a separate  parcel  from  the  Company’s  packet,  and  not 
to  include  in  the  latter  any  letters  from  individuals.  Both  the  packets 
must  come  directed  to  the  Court  of  Directors  and,  after  taking  those 
belonging  to  the  Company,  we  shall  send  the  other  to  the  General 
Post  Office  here  from  whence  they  will  be  distributed. 

We  direct  that  the  packets  be  made  up  in  tin  boxes  and  the  direc- 
tion to  us  stamped  thereon,  taking  care  that  the  boxes  be  well  soldered. 
We  think  this  precaution  may  obviate  the  necessity  of  the  quarantine 
to  which  all  packets  made  up  in  cloth  are  subject. 

On  or  before  the  10th  of  June  annually  we  have  determined  to  send 
our  despatches  for  India  from  hence,  after  which  time  there  might 
be  a risk  of  disappointment  as  the  cruizers  ought  to  leave  Suez  by  the 
10th  of  August. 

We  have  received  only  one  letter  from  Mr.  Baldwin  since  liis  arrival 
in  Egypt  which  was  dated  the  19th  January  last  at  Alexandria.  From 
the  then  unsettled  state  of  affairs  there,  he  has  not  made  any  final 
settlement  with  the  Beys  and  Bashaws  for  opening  the  communication 
through  Suez  to  the  English,  but  appeared  confident  he  soon  should.  He 
had  however  appointed  Haji  Denish,  a native  of  Cairo,  his  agent  at 
Suez  and  James  Wilferman,  a German,  his  agent  at  Alexandria. 

The  plan  has  been  communicated  to  His  Majesty^s  Post  Master 
General  who  has  been  pleased  to  promise  his  concurrence  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  letters  from  London  to  Leghorn  and  from  Leghorn  hither. 

Having  thus  communicated  to  you  all  the  particulars  of  our  plan  we 
shall  trust  to  your  carrying  it  into  effect  as  far  as  the  same  may  depend 
upon  you. 

In  the  preceding  paragraphs  we  have  given  you  directions  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  arrangements  we  have  made  for  securing  a j'egular 
intercourse  between  England  and  the  British  possessions  in  India. 
Upon  further  consideration  of  the  recent  accounts  of  the  present  state 
of  Egypt,  we  think  proper  to  direct  you  to  postpone  carrying  these 
directions  into  execution  till  you  receive  further  order  from  us.^ 

Letter  from  Mr.  John  Morris  to  Andrew  Kamsay  Esquire  the 
President  and  Governor,  dated  Bombay  1st  April  1788  : Permit  me 
to  entreat  your  indulgence  for  a few  minutes  to  inform  you  that  so  far 
back  as  January  1787,  the  late  Honourable  President  desired  me  to  take 
charge  of  the  Madras  post  and  to  announce  myself  to  the  public  as 


1 Court  to  Bombay  31st  July  1787  i^aras.  24-31,  Pub.  Dcp.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  12  of 
1787*1790,  71-74.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord,  Vol.  2 of  1750-1788,  71-73. 
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Post  Master,  for  which  station  he  was  pleased  to  promise  at  a future 
period  to  allot  a salary  with  the  appointment  indue  form  from  the  Honour- 
able Board.  But  as  the  circumstance  a]ipears  to  have  entirely  escaped 
his  memory,  and  as  my  absence  from  the  Presidency  precluded  me  from 
renewing  my  application  before  his  departure,  I am  necessitated  to  apply 
to  you  for  relief,  which,  I trust,  you  will  grant  so  far  as  you  may  think 
me  deserving  of  it.  I have  paid  particular  attention  to  the  business 
ever  since  the  above  mentioned  period  and  have  met  with  the  approba- 
tion, both  of  the  Government  of  Madras  (at  whose  request  a person  was 
apj^ointed  at  Bombay)  and  the  Post  Master  General  there,  which  I 
understand  from  good  authority  they  were  pleased  to  express  to  the 
late  Honourable  President.  When  I first  undertook  this  office,  the  kdsids 
(messengers)  were  by  no  means  regular  in  arriving  from  Madras,  which 
occasioned  me  to  entertain  others  here  at  Bombay,  in  order  that  the 
packets  might  be  returned  on  the  appointed  day.  To  each  pair  so  em- 
ployed I was  obliged  to  advance  Bs.  60,  being  the  usual  postage  oipata- 
mars  which  to  this  period  has  been  the  means  of  my  losing  by  the  appoint- 
ment. As  the  appointments  at  Bengal  and  Madras  have  met  with  the 
sanction  and  approbation  of  the  Honourable  Company,  I should  conceive 
they  would  have  no  objection  to  its  being  instituted  here,  where  the 
utility  of  it  is  equally  obvious.  I therefore  beg  leave  to  subjoin  for  the 
approbation  of  your  Honourable  Board  the  plan  that  has  been  concerted 
between  the  Post  Master  General  at  Madras  and  myself,  for  the  conduct- 
ing this  office  which  was  transmitted  to  your  Government  in  December 
1786  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George.  Should  you  be 
pleased  to  favour  this  plan,  I would,  with  submission  to  your  Honourable 
Board,  beg  leave’.to  propose  that  it  be  made  known  by  your  Secretary 
to  the  public  as  receiving  your  sanction,  when  I have  no  doubt  but 
the  merchants  and  traders  residing  on  the  island  and  at  subordinates 
will  make  it  the  general  road  of  their  correspondence.  I have  forgot 
to  mention  in  the  former  part  of  this  address  that  the  Post  Master 
General  at  Madras  has  charged  me  with  one-half  of  the  expense  of  the 
patamars  ever  since  the  late  Honourable  President  wrote  to  Sir  Archi- 
bald Campbell  that  he  had  appointed  me  to  take  charge  of  the  post 
office  at  this  settlement.^ 

Mr.  Morris^  plan  for  establishing  a regular  post  between  Madras 
and  Bombay,  1st  April  1788:  The  Honourable  the  Governor  and 
Council  at  Fort  St.  George  having  resolved  that  an  attempt  should  be 
made  to  keep  up  a regular  and  constant  communication  between  that 
settlement  and  Bombay,  on  the  principle  of  its  being  attended  with 
both  a public  and  private  benefit,  the  following  plan  was  accordingly 
prepared  and  laid  before  them,  which  meeting  with  their  approbation, 
was  immediately  carried  into  execution  : 

1.  That  there  shall  be  stationed  at  each  Presidency  4 pairs  of  kdsids 
(messengers) . 

2.  That  the  first  pair  shall  be  despatched  by  the  Government  of 
Madras  the  first  Wednesday  in  the  month,  and  be  directed  to  proceed 
to  Bombay  by  Haiderabad  and  Poona. 


Cha^r  II. 
Trade- 
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^ Mr,  John  Morris  to  Govt.  1st  April  1788,  Pub,  Diary  92  of  1788,  274-275, 
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3.  That  the  second  pair  shall  follow  on  the  third  Wednesday,  and 
so  to  proceed  in  regular  routine,  despatching  them  every  other 
Wednesday  tilt  the  four  pairs  are  in  employ. 

4.  That  as  soon  as  the  kdsids  can  be  procured  at  Bombay,  they 
shall  be  returned  from  thence  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesday  of 
every  month,  by  pursuing  of  which  method,  a constant  and  regular 
communication  will  be  kept  on  foot. 

5.  That  such  individuals  as  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  this  mode 
of  conveying  letters  to  and  from  each  Presidency,  are  to  pay  when  put 
into  the  office,  for  a single  letter  Bs.  2,  for  a double  letter  Bs.  4,  and 
for  a treble  letter  Bs.  6.  Packets,  according  to  their  weight,  at  the  rate 
of  Bs.  4 per  ounce. 

6.  That  the  Jcdsids  undertake  to  deliver  the  packets  entrusted  to 
their  charge  for  either  settlement  within  25  days,  and  to  return  within 
the  same  period  with  other  despatches,  unless  detained  by  Government 
on  account  of  their  packets  not  being  ready. 

At  a Consultation,  the  3rd  April  1788,  Government  resolved: 
Bead  the  above  letter  and  plan  annexed  from  Mr.  J ohn  Morris.  As  we 
are  sensible  of  the  public  utility  of  an  established  intercourse  between 
this  Presidency  and  that  of  Fort  St.  George,  we  are  ready  to  give 
every  support  of  Government  to  the  plan  concerted  by  the  Post  Master 
General  at  Madras,  and  we  approve  of  Mr.  Morris  officiating  in  that 
capacity  at  this  Presidency.  But  as  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
receipts  on  account  of  the  postage  of  letters  will  considerably  exceed 
the  expenses  of  the  undertaking  and  leave  a handsome  compensation  to 
the  Post  Master,  and  as  it  behoves  us  to  prevent  as  studiously  as  possible 
every  increase  of  expense  to  our  Honourable  Employers,  we  cannot 
acquiesce  in  allotting  a salary  to  the  Post  Master.  If  it  should 
appear  after  the  expeiiment  of  a year  that  the  advantage  accruing 
from  the  concern  is  inadequate  to  his  trouble,  we  shall  take  his  request 
into  further  consideration  on  his  laying  his  accounts  before  us.  We 
resolve  that  the  plan  before  us  for  establishing  a regular  post  between 
Madras  and  Bombay  be  publicly  announced  at  the  Presidency  and 
subordinates ; and  in  order  to  render  such  an  office  of  further  utility, 
that  all  private  letters  to  be  received  or  transmitted  be  there  de230sited, 
and  that  a fee  of  one  anna  jDostage  be  collected  upon  each.^ 


^ Pub.  Diary  92  of  1788,  274-277.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol,  2 of  1759  - 1788, 
184.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  II,  347. 
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Section  11.— Supplies,  1676-1803. 

The  following' extracts  relate  to  the  sup2')lj  of  provisions^  one  of  the 
:greatest  difficulties  which  early  Bombay  had  to  deal  with. 

Regarding  the  Portuguese  hindrance  to  the  grain  supply  the  Surat 
President  and  Council  write  to  Bombay  on  the  4th  November  1676  : 
^We  observe  what  you  write  touching  the  Portuguese  prohibitino-  all 
;^piovisions  brought  from  Salsette.  tVe  would  not  have  you  take  it  to 
iheart  or  be  anyways  discouraged  at  their  malicious  practices,  but  send 
ewhat  vessels  you  can  down  to  Mangalor  and  Bassalor  (Barcelor)  to  lade 
mce  there  for  the  supply  of  the  island.  So  you  must  do  yearly  that 
sfche  i ortuguese  may  see  we  have  as  little  occasion  to  make  use  of  them 
las  thny  of  ns.  We  call  naught  else  to  mind  at  present  but  commend 
i you  to  the  Almighty^ s protection.^ 

It  weeks  later,  the  21st  November  1676,  Sumt  again  writes 
|louchmg  the  granary  for  corn,  we  hold  it  so  necessary  that  the  island 
jcannot  be  safe  without  it ; wherefore  we  confirm  our  former  direction 
dherein.  You  need  not  be  overhasty  to  buy  the  corn  all  at  once  for  then 
I the  price  will  rise  exceedingly  upon  you.  You  must  procure  it  at 
Ijthe  cheapest  time  in  the  year  for  then  the  Comjoany  will  not  lose 
^ hei^by.  If  you  could  serve  yourselves  anywhere  else  than  from  the 
Ijt^ortugal  country  we  should  be  much  better  pleased,  for  they  will 
^a3ssur^ly  raise  the  price  upon  you,  and  we  suppose  you  may  be  fur- 
bished cheaper  from  Bassalor  (Barcelor)  by  the  Company's  vessels  than 
from  any  other  place." 

I As  mga^ds  a rice  supply  from  Kanara  the  Surat  President  and  Council 
.viiteto  Bombay  on  the  4th  January  1677:  In  prosecution  of  our 
Lormer  resolves  for  supplying  the  island  and  garrison  of  Bombay 
^ ‘ that  we  might  not  be  beholden  to  our  unkind  Portuo'al 

[leighbours,  we  have  thought  good  to  appoint  the  following  vessels^’to 
ail  clown  to  the  Kanara  country  where  rice  is  cheapest  to  be  procured 
he  Revenge  the  Good  Hope,  the  Fltcenix  i£  not  sent  to  Maskat,  the 
)doody  s ketch,  and  the  Iloigh  Despatch^ 

Three  weeks  later,  the  26th  January  1677,  Snrat  again  writes  : 
Jur  design  of  sending  down  a fleet  of  small  vessels  to  Mangalor  to 
ade  nee  was  grounded  upon  your  advice  unto  us  that  your  ill-disposed 
:ieighbours  the  Portuguese  had  issued  forth  proclamations  to  prohibit  all 
provisions  to  be  transported  from  Salsette  and  their  other  territories 
■^ow  upon  receipt  of  this  your  opportune  advice  that  you  shall  be 
Die  to  furnish  yourselves  at  as  cheap  rates  and  more  conveniently 
Lre  nave  concluded  to  send  down  the  Good  Neighbour  only.'* 

< gi  the  22nd  February  1677  the  Chief  and  factors  at  Mangalor 

: ■nvtlp'’<!nn“^Yo  the  President  and  Council  to 

1 01  400  khandis  of  rice  for  the  use  of  your  garrison,  in 


Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1675.76,  213  - 244. 

1676,  Furat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1675-76  259 

I Surat  to  Bombay  26th  Jan.  1677,  Surat  Pact.  Out.  L.  B.  .3  of  1677  - 1700,  6 - 7. 
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pursuance  of  their  comiuaiicls  we  have  contracted  for  such  a parcel,  and 
have  now  laden  on  the  Malabar  Coaster  854  parcels  whose  contents 
and  cost  please  to  read  in  the  enclosed  invoice,  which  give  our  factory 
credit  for  ; the  rest  shall  be  sent  you  per  the  Good  Neighbour  a few 

davs  hence. ^ 

«/ 

111  their  letter  of  the  28th  March  1677  the  Karwdr  Chief  and 
factors  write  to  Bombay  : We  have  laden  on  the  Phmiix  371  parcels 
of  rice  for  the  use  of  your  garrison,  being  thereunto  enordered  by  the 
President  and  Council." 

Regarding  the  rice  supply  received  from  Kdrwar  the  Surat  President 
and  Council  on  the  26th  April  1677  write  to  Bombay : We  take 
notice  of  the  1407  bales  of  rice  the  Good  Neighbour  hath  brought  you 
from  Karwdr ; the  freight  of  what  rice  she  should  bring  thence  we 
long  since  concluded  at  Rs.  10  the  Surat  khandi.^ 

On  the  2nd  July  1677  the  Bombay  Council  write  to  Surat:  We 
have  calculated  the  freight  of  the  Good,  Neighbours  rice  from 
Mangalor,  she  bringing  140  bales,  which  according  to  the  rate  the 
Malabar  Coaster  held  out,  makes  1423 ^ phards,  which  at  8 phards  to 
the  Bombay  khandi,  rice  being  never  weighed  here  but  measured  by 
the  phara  is  177  cwt.  and  7 4 phards  equal  to  2669  Surat  mans. 
This  at  22  mds.  to  the  Jclumdi  makes  cwt.  121  and  mds.  7 Surat.  At 
Rs.  10  per  khandi  the  total  is  Rs.  1213-0-36,  which  please  to  pay  the 
owners  of  the  Good  Neighbour  and  pass  it  to  the  island^s  debt.^ 

Regarding  storehouses,  on  the  16th  November  1683  the  Court  of 
Directors  write  : We  hope  you  are  well  supplied  Avith  storehouses  for 
paddy  rice  and  other  provisions.  We  have  ordered  our  President  in 
Council  to  take  care  always  to  lay  in  such  stores  there  that  may  be  a 
security  to  our  island  and  raise  some  profit  to  the  Company  towards 
the  excessive  charge  they  have  been  at  in  bringing  the  island  to  what 
it  is.^ 

In  a letter  to  the  Surat  President  and  Council,  the  7th  April  1684, 
the  Court  resume : Care  must  be  taken  concerning  the  workmen 
employed  in  building  any  granaries  that  shall  be  wanting  for  preserving 
the  store  of  rice  and  paddy  Ave  have  now  appointed  to  be  constantly 
kept  at  Bombay.  M hich  fabric  we  think  may  best  be  built  five 
or  six  storeys  high,  27  or  28  feet  Avide  from  outside  to  outside, , 
each  story  to  be  6^  feet  in  depth,  and  a post  under  the  middle  of  every 
girder  perpendicular  one  over  another  from  a stone  basis  from  the^ 
ground,  and  another  right  over  that  to  the  garret  (floor),  Avithout  j 
Avhich  supports  no  girder  of  any  reasonable  scantlings  Avill  bear  aty| 
such  a length.  For  the  situation,  they  should  be  placed  as  near  as  youit 
can  out  of  gunshot  of  any  enemy  you  may  have  in  the  road.  Order rj 
and  uniformity  in  buildings  enhance  not  the  price,  and  yet  are  moreq 
useful  and  comely.  This  we  recommend  to  your  contrivance.  Wei 
think  a granary  on  four  collateral  sides  of  a square  yard  or  quadrangle, •] 


* Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  3 of  1677  - 1700,  27. 

2 Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  3 of  1677  - 1700,  30. 

3 Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  3 of  1677  - 1700,  31.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  113. 

^ Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677  - 1787,  39. 

® Court  to  Bombay  I6tli  Nov.  168.3,  Pub,  Hep.  Court’s  L.  Vol,  1 of  1681  - 1685,  59. 
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after  the  mamier  of  the  bridge -house  granaries  in  Southwark,  is  an 
useful  and  handsome  form  having  a large  pair  of  gates  to  come  in  at, 
which  when  shut  all  are  in  safety.  But  we  cannot  prescribe  to  you 
exactly  in  these  things ; you  must  have  respect  to  the  ground  you  have 
to  build  upon  and  the  ease  of  labour  in  receiving  and  delivering  with 
some  regard  of  order  and  cooformity  with  those  buildings  you  have 
already  erected.^ 

In  the  same  letter  the  Court  add  : Compel  all  our  early  ships  that  you 
do  not  employ  for  pepper,  to  fetch  rice  and  cayer  (coir),  the  rice  for 
Bombay  the  coir  for  Surat,  from  Mangalor  and  other  places, -that  we 
may  not  hereafter  pay  them  demurrage  for  lying  idle  in  Swally  Hole 
as  we  have  formerly  done.^ 

In  connection  with  a dispute  between  two  grain-sellers,  in  their  letter 
to  Surat  on  the  15th  July  1686  the  Bombay  Council  write:  Your 
Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  write  about  Gangddas  Madan,  a Bania 
i merchant,  being  liindered  selling  his  rice  by  Girdhardas.  We  have  had 
the  said  merchant  and  Girdhardas  before  us,  and  do  find  that  Girdhardas 
i did  no  such  things,  but  that  Gangadas  had  all  the  freedom  imaginable  in 
disposing  of  his  rice  and  that  neither  Girdhardas,  the  Modi,  nor  any 
of  the  Bight  Honourable  Company's  servants  that  had  rice  were 
i permitted  to  dispose  of  any  till  the  foreign  merchants  had  disposed  of 
theirs.  This  wa.s  done  to  encourage  merchants  to  bring  grain  to  this 
island.  The  said  Gangadas  did  declare  that  he  never  was  before  the 
1 Dej)uty  Governor  to  ask  any  license,  so  consequently  could  not  be 
I denied.^ 

Bombay  Deputy  Governor  and  CounciVs  letter  to  the  Surat  General 
[ and  Council,  13th  August  1686  : We  have  about  80  mudds  of  batty 
I or  unhusked  rice  in  store,  and  about  80  more  we  may  expect  this  year, 
f The  old  batty  which  we  had  in  store  was  decayed,  and  sold  before 
i we  received  your  directions  and  shall  dispose  of  no  more.  We  will  take 
E care  what  in  us  lies  to  make  provision  of  cattle,  pursuant  to  your  orders.* 

i Bombay  letter  to  Surat,  llth  December  1686  : Some  men  we  are 
t forced  to  lend  to  go  for  Mangalor  for  rice,  that  commodity  being  very 
i dear  on  this  island,  and  people  are  afraid  of  the  Malabars,  but  not 
i many  men  go.^ 

Bombay  letter  to  Surat,  17th  January  1687:  Your  Excellency 
3 gave  us  order  that,  in  case  we  saw  occasion,  we  should  lay  in  four  or 
ij  five  months^  provision  from  the  Modi.  Now  the  Modi  is  so  very  low  in 
i cash  that  he  cannot  supply  us  with  a month^s  provision,  nor  hardly 
I sufficient  for  the  frigate  Hunter^ s occasions.  The  truth  is  he  has  run 
t out  much,  but  he  insists  upon  the  debt  that  is  due  to  him  in  the 
; rebellion  and  could  he  be  paid,  he  should  again  be  in  cash  to  supply 
i us.® 

i Bombay  letter  to  Surat,  19th  January  1687  : There  is  a prospect 
; of  some  vessels  going  down  the  coast  for  rice  and  provisions  for  this 

f ■ ■ - _ . _ m^.  .■  I 

[ ^ Court  to  Surat  Tth  April  1684,  Pub,  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  1 of  1681  - 1685,  80  - 83. 

i 2 Court  to  Surat  7th  April  1684,  Pub.  Dep.  Court's  L.  Vol.  1 of  1681  - 1685,  80. 

^ Bombay  to  Surat  15tb  July  1686,  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677  • 1687,  1. 

Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677  - 1687,  8.  ^ Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677  • 1687,  38.. 

1 ® Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677  • 1687,  50. 
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place.  Considering  batty  is  already  risen  to  XerapMns  48  and  50 
per  imida  and  likely  to  be  suddenly  dearer^  we  think  it  may  nob  be 
amiss  if  the  Bufn/  frigate  be  let  out  or  sent  down  to  convoy  some  of  the 
vessels  if  your  Excellency  approves  thereof,  which  may  add  something 
towards  the  bearing  her  charge  she  lies  at  and  will  greatly  encourage 
the  bringing  trade  and  provisions  to  the  island.  For  this  we  crave  your 
Excellency's  speedy  answer  that  no  time  may  be  lost  on  the  design  if 
concluded  on.  This  frigate  is  now  on  the  shore  in  order  to  her  fitting 
for  the  sea.  We  hope  she  will  be  off  in  two  or  three  tides  when  she 
shall  lie  I’eady  on  all  occasions  that  may  offer. ^ 

• Bombay  letter  to  Surat,  26th  January  1687  : The  Ruhij  frigate  is 
fitted  and  graved  to  go  on  any  voyage  you  please  to  send  her  which 
we  hope  will  be  to  Mangalor  or  that  way  to  get  rice  which  is  all  ready 
^nd  will  be  much  wanted.^ 

Bombay  Government  order  to  Mr.  Thomas  Lawrence,  Idth  November 

1694  : These  are  to  enorder  you  to  let  Padamshet  goldsmith  land  and 
house  about  50  or  60  mudds  of  batty.^ 

Bombay  Government  order  to  Mr.  Thomas  Lawrence,  26th  February 

1695  : These  are  to  enorder  you  to  permit  two  Gogha  boats  to  import 
batty  and  to  husk  it  and  suffer  them  to  carry  the  same  off  this  island, 
they  paying  you  custom  for  it.^ 

Bombay  Government  order  to  the  warehouse  keeper  Mr.  W.  M. 
Reynolds,  25th  March  1702  : Deliver  to  Alvaro  Mozello  14  mudds  of 
the  Right  Honourable  Company's  batty  to  advance  to  the  Currambees 
(Kulambis)  of  all  the  alldears  (aldeas  or  villages)  of  this  island.^ 
Similar  order  again  on  29th  April  1702  : Deliver  unto  Alvaro  Mozello 
to  be  delivered  to  the  Kunbis  4 mudds  of  the  Right  Honourable 
Company’s  batty  in  part  of  the  quantity  usually  advanced  to  them.® 

Bombay  Deputy  Governor  and  Council’s  order  to  the  warehouse- 
keeper Mr.  W.  M.  Reynolds,  1st  April  1702  : Deliver  unto  Mr.  Daniel 
Demitrios  clerk  of  the  market,  20  mudds  of  the  Right  Honourable 
Company’s  batty,  it  being  to  be  by  him  delivered  to  the  Kaeheras 
or  licensed  rice  sellers  of  this  island,  to  be  by  them  retailed  out  to  the 
people  thereof  at  the  rate  of  Xeraphins  34  per  muda,  thereby  to  supply 
their  necessities  and  to  reduce  to  that  rate  that  commodity  from  its 
present  price  of  Xeraphins  38  per  niudad  Similar  order  again  on  17th 
April  1702  : Deliver  unto  Mr.  Daniel  Demitrios,  clerk  of  the  market, 
20  mudds  of  the  Right  Honourable  Company’s  batty,  being  to  be 
by  him  delivered  to  the  Kacherds  of  this  island,  to  be  by  them  retailed 
out  to  the  people  thereof  at  the  rate  of  Xeraphins  34  per  muda,  thereby 
to  supply  their  necessities  and  to  reduce  that  commodity  from  the 
present  price  thereof.^  Similar  order  again  on  9th  May  1702  : 
Deliver  unto  Mr.  Daniel  Demitrios,  clerk  of  the  market,  30  mudds. 
of  the  Right  Honourable  Company’s  batty,  to  be  by  him  delivered  to 
the  Kaeheras  of  this  island,  to  be  by  them  retailed  out  to  the  people 


^ Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677  - 1687,  53.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  163. 

^ Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677  - 1687,  56.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  154. 

^ Sec.  Out.  L,"!?.  5 of  1694  - 1696,  22.  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  5 of  1694  - 1696,  36. 

Sec.  Out.  L,  B.  7 of  1699  - 1702,  145.  ^ Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699-  1702,  157. 

^ Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699  - 1702,  146.  » Sec,  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699  - 1702,  154. 
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thereof  at  the  rate  of  Xeraphins  34  per  7aada,  thereby  to  supply  their 
necessities  and  to  reduce  to  that  rate  that  commodity  from  its  present 
price  of  88  Xeraphins  per  muda} 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  25th  January  1724:  The 
Governor  and  Council  of  St.  Helenadiaving*  requested  of  us  in  their  letter 
of  the  10  th  June  last  a supply  of  rice  and  wheat  by  every  returning 
ship  from  hence  to  Europe,  agreed  that  Bengal  rice  being  so  low  as 
Bs.  1|  thepa/ca  man,  we  purchase  100  bags  and  lay  it  on  the  Hanover^ 
But  whereas  the  new  crop  of  wheat  is  not  yet  come  in,  resolved  that 
we  wait  another  opportunity  to  send  them  some  thereof.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  26th  October  1724:  Our 
granaries  being  low  and  batty  as  yet  coming  in  but  very  leisurely,  in 
some  measure  to  provide  against  accidents  it  is  agreed  that  we  consign 
on  the  Green  (bound  for)  Mangalor  Bs.  4000  to  be  invested  in  rice  and 
laden  on  the  Victoria  hither  so  soon  as  she  may  be  spared  from  Kdrwar.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  29th  November  1728  : From  an 
examination  of  the  people  on  board  the  two  boats  of  batty  brought  on 
the  22nd  instant  by  the  Dolphin  cruizer,  it  appearing  that  the  batty 
belonged  to  the  Angria  and  was  carrying  to  Cundry  (Kenery),  and  the 
boats  though  belonging  to  this  island,  yet  being  freighted  by  one  of 
Angria^  s agents  on  pretence,  as  the  proprietors  say,  to  bring  wood  to  the 
island,  and  having  reason  to  believe  that  such  practices  have  been  too 
frequent ; it  is  agreed  for  example's  sake  that  the  boats  as  well  as  the 
batty  be  confiscated  as  prizes  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors,  the  value 
being  about  Bs.  600.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  13th  September  1734:  There 
; being  a prospect  of  a fine  crop  of  batty,  and  sundry  of  our  inhabitants 
! representing  that  they  have  a considerable  quantity  ot‘  the  old  batty  in 
" warehouse,  which  they  shall  suffer  in  the  sale  of  if  we  do  not  permit 
r them  to  export  part  thereof,  it  is  agreed  that  they  be  allowed  to 
Y export  till  further  orders.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  27th  September  1734:  Our 
):  Portuguese  neighbours  not  permitting  any  batty  to  be  exported  from 
I their  territory  as  they  appreliended  it  will  be  wanted  for  the  supplying 
' of  Goa  through  their  disputes  with  the  Kdnarese  and  as  thereby  we 
a shall  be  deprived  of  the  quantity  usually  received  from  thence,  it  is 
] agreed  that  we  put  a stop  to  the  exportation  of  grain  from  hence  to 
V.  prevent  the  price  rising  too  exorbitantly  on  our  poor  inhabitants.® 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  19th  November  1736 : The 
^warehouse-keeper  acquaints  the  Board  that  though  it  had  been 
13  customary  heretofore  to  receive  only  ten  phards  of  rice  for  every  muda 
of  batty,  he  had  prevailed  upon  the  people  who  follow  that  occupation, 
to  engage  to  deliver  into  the  Company's  warehouse  ten  phards  and 


* ^ Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699-1702,  165.  From  5th  May  1702,  Mr.  Francis  Forbes  was 

I the  warehouse-keeper.  Ditto,  62A. 
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two  adholis  of  rice  for  every  muda  of  batty,  and  desired  a minute  to  be 
made  hereof  to  be  referred  to  upon  any  occasion  hereafter.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  27th  April  1737  : Being  very 
apprehensive  there  will  be  a want  of  grain  for  our  inhabitants  (through 
the  prohibition  of  bringing  it  hither  from  the  Marathds^  country),  and 
great  number  of  useless  people  having  resorted  hither  since  the  late 
invasion  of  the  Portuguese  territories  who  will  expend  the  provisions 
in  the  place  without  being  of  any  service,  it  is  agreed  that  a 
pubHcation  be  issued  requiring  all  strangers  who  have  come  hither 
since  the  beginning  of  those  troubles,  to  depart  the  island  in  seven 
days,  and  forbidding  any  of  the  inhabitants  to  entertain  or  conceal 
them  after  that  time.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  3rd  May  1737,’:  Finding  the 
Marathas  refuse  to  permit  any  grain  being  brought  to  this  island  and 
apprehending  there  will  be  a want  of  grain  for  our  inhabitants  before 
the  next  fair  season,  it  is  thought  necessary  to  have  a true  account  of 
the  stocks  at  present  on  the  island.  For  this  purpose  it  is  agreed 
that  a publication  be  issued  requiring  every  inhabitant  to  give  an  exact 
account  to  the  heads  of  their  respective  castes,  of  batty  rice  or  other 
grain  in  their  possession,  under  penalty  of  forfeiting  such  as  shall  be 
found  not  contained  in  that  account,  and  such  farther  punishment  as 
the  Board  shall  think  fit  to  inflict ; and  it  is  agreed  that  half  the  grain 
attempted  to  be  concealed  shall  be  given  to  the  informer,  which  we 
think  will  be  a sufficient  encouragement  to  make  discoveries.  Directed 
that  the  heads  of  the  respective  castes  deliver  the  accounts  of  the  grain 
found  upon  the  island  to  the  Custom  Masters  of  Bombay  and  Mahim 
in  order  to  be  laid  before  the  Board.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  10th  June  1737  : The  Custom 
Master  lays  before  the  Board  the  following  account  of  the  grain 
remaining  upon  the  island,  as  taken  by  the  heads  of  the  respective 
castes  : 

Bombay  Grain  Stipply,  1737. 


Grain. 

District. 

Quantity. 

Batty... 

( Bombay  ... 

Mudds  ...  2650 

( Mdhim  ... 

„ ...  1372 

Rice  and  other  grain... 

j Bombay  ... 

Khandis  ...  546 

t Mdhim  ... 

,,  ...  160 

The  above  quantity  is  judged  sufficient  for  the  use  of  our  inhabitants 
till  the  opening  of  the  fair  season.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  16th  May  1737  : There  not  i 
being  a sufficient  quantity  of  rice  in  warehouse  for  the  use  of  the  ? 
garrison  and  marine  during  the  rainy  season,  nor  any  of  the  growth  of  ‘ i 
this  country  procurable  at  present,  the  President  acquaints  the  Boai’dii 
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that  Mr.  Wastell,  supracargo  o£  the  ship  Pelham,  had  made  an  offer  of 
about  500  bags  of  fine  Bengal  rice  at  Bs.  4 and  2500  ordinary  at 
Bs.  3^,  being  the  lowest  he  could  afford  to  sell  it  for.  It  is  accordingly 
agreed  to  take  it  at  that  rate,  and  directed  that  the  warehouse-keeper 
receive  the  same.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  19th  September  1737:  It  is 
observed  that  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  we  shall  be  in  want  of  rice  the 
ensuing  season  not  only  through  the  prospect  of  a bad  crop  but  the 
certainty  of  a prohibition  of  bringing  us  grain  from  ihe  Marathas^ 
country  if  they  find  they  can  thereby  distress  us.  The  President 
therefore  proposes  that  if  the  Pose  arrives  in  time  from  Surat,  she  be 
sent  with  the  above  vessels  (intended  to  go  to  block  up  Angria  in  his 
port)  to  proceed  to  Mangalor  and  load  with  rice,  and  as  sundry  of  our 
inhabitants  are  preparing  to  send  boats  thither  on  the  like  service,  the 
having  a convoy  in  their  return  may  be  encouragement  to  others. 
We  do  not  apprehend  any  danger  of  the  Rose  coming  up  alone  as  our 
other  fleet  will  be  lying  off  Gheria.  It  is  accordingly  resolved  that  she 
be  employed  in  this  manner.  For  an  encouragement  to  our  inhabitants 
to  import  batty,  it  is  agreed  that  we  raise  the  price  to  Bs.  25  per 
muda.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  3rd  October  1737  : The  President 
acquaints  the  Board  that  he  had  desired  this  meeting  to  consider  how 
to  prevent  the  evils  we  are  threatened  with  through  the  present  great 
want  of  grain  for  the  use  of  our  inhabitants ; observing  that  we  can 
expect  none  from  the  Marathds  who  have  prohibited  any  being  brought 
i hither  unless  we  consent  to  supply  them  with  warlike  stores,  which 
would  be  too  dangerous  an  expedient.  Further  by  letters  lately  received 
from  the  General  of  the  North  we  are  disappointed  in  our  hopes  of 
; being  furnished  from  the  Portuguese,  as  he  tells  the  President  that  he 
p cannot  spare  any  until  he  has  laid  in  a sufficient  stock  for  the  King^s 
c forts  and  garrison,  and  he  is  dubious  from  the  badness  of  the  present 
1 crop  that  they  shall  have  little  more  than  enough  for  this  service.  From 
[ the  northern  parts  we  may  indeed  about  a month  hence  hope  to  receive 
i grain,  which  however  is  uncertain,  and  our  greatest  dependence  for  rice 
is  on  Mangalor,  and  as  the  Rose  (whom  we  proposed  to  send  for  a 
( convoy  to  the  boats  bound  thither  and  to  countenance  them  while  there) 
is  not  yet  arrived  from  Surat,  the  President  desires  the  opinion  of 
j the  Board  for  preventing  any  disappointment  in  the  supply  of  rice  we 
c hope  to  procure  at  Mangalor.  On  this  it  is  observed  that  it  is  absolutely 
£ necessary  constantly  to  block  up  the  enemy’s  ports,  and  if  we  order  any 
: of  the  cruizers  in  harbour  for  a convoy  to  Mangalor,  they  cannot 
f£ return  hither  to  clean  and  take  in  wood  and  water  in  time  enough  to 
£ be  sent  to  relieve  the  vessels  we  now  design  to  send  to  lie  off  Gheria. 

Whereupon  Commodore  Massey  moves  whether  it  be  not  possible  for  his 
b ship  Wilmington  to  proceed  to  Mangalor  and  convoy  back  the  rice  vessels 
I time  enough  for  him  to  make  his  passage  to  Gombroon  and  return  with 
)i  the  wool  before  the  ships  bound  for  England  in  J anuary  may  be  sailed. 
dThe  Board  considering  hereupon,  it  is  computed  that  the  ffeet  may  get 
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down  to  Mangalor  in  seven  days,  and  as  the  rice  they  may  be  now  able  to 
get  is  all  in  readiness  (being  the  remains  of  last  year'^s  crop),  15  days  is 
the  longest  term  they  need  stay  at  that  port.  In  all  probability  they 
may  be  np  here  again  by  the  15th  November  and  we  shall  not  need  to 
detain  the  Wilmington  above  two  or  three  days  after  her  arrival  to 
despatch  her  for  Gombroon.  Allowing  twenty  days  for  the  passage 
i hither  and  as  many  in  her  return,  and  that  she  will  be  detained  there 
at  the  most  five  days,  the  wool  will  be  here  according  to  this  way  of 
reckoning  by  the  5th  January  at  farthest.  To  save  time  the  President 
observes  that  the  timber  for  Gombroon  may  be  now  put  on  board  the 
Wilmington,  and  that  after  she  has  convoyed  the  vessels  to  Mangalor 
and  seen  them  up  safe  as  high  as  Baja  pur,  she  may  then  stand  for  the 
Gulf  whereby  her  return  with  the  wool  will  be  very  much  expedited. 
To  bo  at  the  greater  certainty  it  will  be  necessary  to  limit  her  departure 
from  Mangalor  to  the  last  of  October ; but  if  the  boats  should  be  loaded 
before  that  time  or  Captain  Massey  finds  no  rice  is  to  be  got  in  the 
place,  that  he  comes  away  so  much  the  sooner  as  he  is  able. 

By  the  prosecution  of  this  design  we  hope  to  perform  all  the  most 
material  services  at  present  requisite,  namely  the  blocking  up  Angria, 
procuring  a supply  of  grain  so  absolutely  necessary  for  the  island,  and 
bringing  the  wool  from  Persia  which  we  shall  be  in  great  want  of  to 
complete  the  loadings  of  the  ships  on  hand  and  we  hope  will  prove  an 
acceptable  article  to  our  Honourable  Masters.  It  is  therefore  agreed  that 
the  Wilmington  be  ordered  to  Mangalor  to  convoy  and  protect  the 
vessels  sent  for  rice,  and  after  seeing  them  safe  as  high  as  Bajapur  that 
she  make  the  best  of  her  way  to  Gombroon.  And  directed  that  the 
timber  received  from  Calicut  for  repairing  the  factory  of  Gombroon  be 
immediately  sent  on  board.I 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  7th  October  1737 : Sailed  the 
Wilmington  for  Mangalor,  with  the  Success,  Aoin^  and  Adventure  grabs 
and  sundry  shibars  undet  her  convoy  to  bring  up  rice  for  the  service  of 
the  island.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  1 1th  October  1737  : The  President 
observes  that  it  is  now  necessary  to  think  of  making  a provision  of 
grain  for  our  inhabitants  till  the  end  of  next  rains  which  he  apprehends 
it  will  not  be  possible  to  do  from  the  parts  about  us  through  the 
prohibition  of  exporting  it  from  the  Maratha  country  and  the  extreme 
badness  of  the  crop.  Nor  can  we  expect  a sufficient  supply  from  the 
northward  or  even  from  Mangalor  since  we  are  assured  the  general  scarcity 
in  these  parts  will  oblige  the  Portuguese  and  Sambhaji  Angria  to 
have  recourse  to  Mangalor  where  the  large  demand  of  others  will 
probably  prevent  our  getting  the  quantity  w^e  may  w^ant.  The 
President  hereupon  proposes  to  desire  the  President  and  Council  of 
Bengal  to  supply  us  with  12,000  or  15,000  bags  sending  part  thereof  on 
any  of  our  Hoffible  Masters^  ships  bound  this  way,  and  to  contract  wdth 
any  merchants  of  the  place  on  the  best  terms  they  can  to  deliver  us  the 
remainder  at  a certain  rate.  The  Board  considering  the  present  great 
scarcity,  the  little  prospect  of  supplying  ourselves  sufficiently  from  the 
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i parts  on  this  side  of  India,  and  the  dreadful  evils  to  be  apprehended  from 
(the  want  of  grain,  does  unanimously  agree  to  the  above  proposal,  and  it 
I is  directed  that  a letter  be  got  in  readiness  and  despatched  by  express 
i 'paiumar} 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  21st  November  1737  : Having  in 
: our  former  Consultations  remarked  the  great  scarcity  of  grain  and  our 
j apprehensions  of  the  difficulties  we  may  be  reduced  to  through  the  want 
t thereof  towards  the  end  of  the  season,  we  now  think  it  necessary  to  secure 
j what  batty  (unhusked  rice)  can  be  got  on  account  of  our  Honffile  Masters. 
“ Batty  will  keep  much  better  than  rice  and  is  more  esteemed  by  the  sepoys 
1 and  others  to  Avhom  it  is  to  be  delivered.  The  warehouse-keeper  is  therefore 
[directed  to  buy  in  such  quantities  of  batty  as  are  from  time  to  time 
[ imported,  and  the  President  is  desired  to  advance  him  money  as  it  shall  be 
i wanted  to  pay  for  the  same.  As  at  present  only  a small  quantity  of  rice 
is  in  warehouse  for  the  supply  of  our  military  and  marine,  and  as  some 
merchants  make  an  offer  of  5000  robins  of  Mangalor  rice  at  the  rate  of 
“Bs.  2J  the  robin, which  is  one  quarter  of  a rupee  the  robin  less  than  the 
price  settled  by  the  quarter  sessions,  it  is  agreed  that  we  purchase  the 
same  on  our  HoiPble  Masters^  account,  and  directed  that  the  amount  be 
paid  out  of  the  treasury.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation  2nd  December  1737:  Received  per 
tgalivat  a letter  from  the  Chief  and  factors  at  Surat,  dated  the  23rd  ultimo, 

• advising  that  they  had  purchased  500  hhandis  of  batty  which  they 
compute  will  come  out  at  Rs.  23  per  muda  and  is  to  be  delivered  us 
here  clear  of  all  charges  and  a proportionable  abatement  made  for  any 
I deficiency  that  may  happen ; 500  khanclis  moxQ  they  have  ordered  to 
be  procured,  but  give  little  hopes  of  getting  it  anything  cheaper  as  the 
■present  demand  for  grain  in  those  parts  keeps  up  the  price. ^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  18th  January  1738 ; Some 
merchants  offering  about  500  khandis  of  Scindy  rice  at  the  same  rate 
we  bought  that  belonging  to  Captain  Pearce  (being  Rs.  2^  per  phara)^ 
and  as  we  may  yet  be  in  want  notwithstanding  the  provision  we  have 
: made ; it  is  agreed  that  we  take  it  on  those  terms  as  it  will  be  an 
encouragement  to  others  to  import  more.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  2Sth  April  1738  : The  Kunbis 
who  make  salt  in  the  several  villages,  present  a petition  to  be  supplied 
with  some  rice  for  the  subsistence  of  their  families  offering  to  pay  for 
same  out  of  their  salt.  Agreed  to  let  them  have  200  bags  of  Bengal 
rice  at  Rs.  per  bag,  the  patels  and  mukadams  signing  a bond  for 
the  amount  and  making  over  the  produce  of  their  salt  grounds  to  the 
Honourable  Company  for  their  security.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  26th  May  1738  : The  ware- 
housekeeper  lays  before  the  Board  an  account  of  Bengal  rice  received 
per  ship  Halifax^  namely  cwt.  4131-1-25,  making  2821  bags  of  164 
pounds  each  which  at  Rs.  6 1 per  bag  (the  price  agreed  on  in  Bengal) 
amounts  to  Rs.  18,339-2-85  ; Captain  Roger  Woodburne  requesting 
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that  the  same  may  be  made  good  to  him,  ordered  that  it  be  paid  out  o£ 
the  treasury.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  18th  January  1739  : The 
President  representing  to  the  Board  the  insufficiency  of  our  su2:)plies  of 
grain  for  the  demand  of  the  year  and  the  obstacles  to  the  obtaining  it 
from  the  Maratha  countries  and  Mangalor,  it  is  agreed  that  a letter 
be  immediately  prepared  to  the  Chief  and  factors  at  Surat  directing 
their  purchase  of  a quantity  of  batty  from  1000  to  1500  morahs 
(miidds)  and  that  if  they  cannot  procure  conveyances  to  send  it  down  on 
convenient  terms,  that  they  advise  us  timely  for  our  supplying  boats 
from  hence.” 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  23rd  January  1739  : The 
President  acquaints  the  Board  that  this  Consultation  is  expressly  held 
to  determine  the  best  method  for  providing  a quantity  of  rice  for  the 
urgent  occasions  of  the  island.  It  may  be  of  the  worst  consequence 
to  the  place  itself  should  it  be  unprovided  with  grain  for  the  immediate 
support  of  the  inhabitants,  as  the  labouring  classes  chiefly  depend  on  the 
Government  for  even  their  daily  supplies.  The  extraction  of  rice  from 
Mangalor  and  the  Mardtha  countries  being  found  impracticable,  and  the 
provision  lately  ordered  from  Surat,  the  success  of  which  depending  on 
Navsari,  Gandevi,  and  other  parts  in  possession  of  the  Ghenims  or 
MarathJs  being  too  precarious  to  trust  entirely  to,  the  President 
proposes  to  write  to  Mr.  Charles  Boddham,  residing  at  Scindy  (Sind) 
on  an  employ  from  the  gentlemen  at  Bengal,  to  purchase  from  1000 
to  1500  carwals  of  red  rice  on  account  of  the  llonoural)le  Company, 
and  to  direct  him  to  advise  us  of  the  time  he  may  expect  the  rice  to  be 
in  readiness  that  we  may  send  up  a vessel  to  convey  it  down.  The 
Board  agreeing  thereto,  ordered  that  a letter  be  instantly  framed  to  the 
foregoing  purpose  and  recommended  to  the  Chief  and  factors  at  Surat 
to  be  forwarded  to  said  Charles  Boddham  by  the  safest  and  speediest 
means. ^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  8th  June  1739  : The  President 
communicates  to  the  Board  a representation  received  from  Captain 
Samuel  Walker,  Commandant,  setting  forth  that  the  officers  and  sepoys 
doing  duty  at  Sion,  Suri,  Wffirli,  and  other  outposts  complained  of  the 
black  Scindy  rice  being  issued  to  them  at  Bs.  2 per  pliara  in  lieu  of  their 
usual  stated  allowance  of  batty.  This  they  represent  will  be  a loss  to 
them,  as  they  will  be  deprived  of  the  broken  rice  or  hcmahi  which  makes 
gruel  or  kdnji  and  which  the  batty  yields  when  they  grind  it  to  rice,  a 
labour  performed  in  their  families  without  any  expense  to  them. 
And  this  issuing  of  rice  to  them  is  the  greater  hardship,  as  they  were 
obliged  to  take  batty  of  the  Honourable  Company  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  22  A 
per  muda  when  the  market  price  was  no  more  than  Rs.  14.  They\ 
further  represent  the  expense  they  are  at  in  being  absent  from  their: 
families  at  their  posts,  which  occasions  a double  charge  at  this  timev 
when  wood  and  other  necessaries  of  life  are  so  dear.  They  request 
therefore  that  batty  be  delivered  them  out  as  customary  or  that  the^ 
rice  be  charged  to  them  at  the  same  rate  as  to  the  topasses.  The  fore- 
going request  being  considered  and  the  matter  being  found  truly  and 
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reasonably  stated,  the  Board  agrees  that  relief  be  given  in  such  manner 
as  requested  ; and  that  issues  be  made  in  batty  as  far  as  conveniently 
Qan  be,  or  the  rice  be  charged  to  the  military  on  the  same  terms  the 
topasses  receive  it  which  is  at  Rs.  1-2-20.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  3rd  August  1739  : The  Presi- 
dent mentioning  to  the  Board  that  several  mei’chants  who  had  imported 
rice  and  grain  to  supply  the  public  necessities,  now  the  same  are  got 
over,  apprehending  they  must  be  considerable  sufferers  by  the  surplus 
left  on  their  hands,  are  desirous  of  leave  for  exporting  it  to  other  parts 
in  quest  of  a vend.  The  reasonableness  of  this  being  evident  it  is 
i unanimously  agreed  that  such  a general  license  be  granted  with  a proper 
; control  and  reserve  to  keep  a sufficient  stock  on  the  place. ^ 

Letter  from  Captain  Samuel  Walker  to  the  President,  9th  October 
1740  : The  officers  have  long  wished  for  your  Honours  restoring 
them  the  privilege  of  supplying  their  several  companies  with  batty. 
This  request  being  made  known  to  your  Honour,  you  were  pleased  to 
hint  that  if  the  officers  would  oblige  themselves  to  supply  their  several 
companies  with  batty  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  22  per  muda  for  a constancy 
dear  or  cheap,  being  the  same  price  the  Company  supply  their  sepoys 
with  batty,  your  Honour  would  consider  of  it.  This  is  an  oblig^ation 
they  dare  not  enter  into ; but  they  do  promise  that  if  your  Honour 
will  grant  them  the  favour  of  supplying  their  several  companies  with 
batty,  they  will  and  do  oblige  themselves  from  one  year  to  another  to 
supply  their  several  companies  with  batty  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  22^  per 
muda.  Was  the  Com23any^s  monthly  subsistence  equal  to  the  officers^ 
expenses  (which  in  my  opinion  is  far  from  being  extravagant),  I should 
i now  have  forbore  making  this  representation  in  their  behalf.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  10th  October  1740:  Read  the 
above  letter  from  the  Captain  Commandant  of  the  Regiment,  whereon 
. the  President  acquaints  the  Board  that  some  time  ag*o  the  officers  had 
j the  privilege  of  supplying  their  respective  companies  with  batty  for 
1 which  they  charged  a higher  price  than  what  the  Honourable  Company 
) did  on  their  monthly  supplies  to  the  sepoys.  This  being  rej^resented  as 
1 a hardship  he  had  given  orders  that  the  soldiers  should  in  future  be 
supi^lied  out  of  the  Company's  granaries  on  the  like  terms  as  the  sepoys. 

[ The  same  being  then  considered,  and  that  the  pay  of  the  officers  is 
a bare  subsistence,  their  perquisites  but  very  trifling,  and  as  they 
; engage  to  provide  their  people  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  22 1 per  muda,  the 
1 same  as  the  Honourable  Company  now  do,  that  our  compliance  will  be 
1 but  little  loss  to  our  Honourable  Masters  and  may  be  an  encouragement 
to  them.  It  is  therefore  agreed  to.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  12th  February  1741  : Our  stock 
of  batty  in  warehouse  being  no  more  than  1900  mudds  and  batty  being 
• now  pretty  cheap,  it  is  observed  that  should  the  Portuguese,  who  it  is 
1 certain  have  a force  on  their  way  from  Europe,  commence  hostili- 
ties with  the  Marathas,  the  price  would  instantly  rise  and  probably  a 
0stop  might  be  put  to  any  being  brought  hither.  The  custom  master 
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is  directed  to  make  enquiry  o£  tire  best  and.  ebeapest  method  for  secur- 
ing as  far  as  1500  mudds  which  is  esteemed  necessary  to  be  added  to 
our  remaining  quantity  for  the  service  of  this  island.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation^  20th  February  1741:  For  the 
post  of  clerk  of  the  market  Mr.  Edward  Say  is  proposed  in  considera- 
tion of  his  present  circumstances.  This  will  be  a means  of  support 
to  him  which  he  is  at  present  destitute  of,  without  putting  our  Hon’ble 
Masters  to  any  greater  charge  than  the  allowance  of  Rs.  12  per  month 
for  servants’  wages.  Though  this  gentleman  was  formerly  high  in 
the  Company’s  service  and  has  since  been  employed  as  supracargo  of 
private  ships,  misfortune  has  prevented  his  possessing  a moderate 
subsistence.  We  think  the  appointing  him  for  the  precited  reasons  will 
evidently  appear  to  be  with  no  other  view  than  an  act  of  charity,  and 
therefore  meet  with  our  Hon’ble  Masters^  approval.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  20th  November  1741 : Our  stock 
of  batty  now  in  warehouse  being  no  more  than  about  2000  mudds  and 
the  price  of  that  article  being  at  present  tolerably  cheap,  it  is  moved 
to  consider  whether  it  may  not  be  proper  to  lay  in  a further  provision 
remarking  at  the  same  time  that  should  the  Portuguese  this  year  bring 
their  forces  to"  the  northward  the  price  will  be  considerably  enhanced, 
and  not  unlikely  but  the  Marathas  will  then  lay  a prohibition  on  any 
being  imported  from  their  country  which  would  considerably  distress  us 
should  we  be  destitute  of  a sufficient  stock.  It  is  therefore  aoueed  that 

o 

we  endeavour  to  contract  for  3000  mudds  on  the  most  reasonable  terms. 
Savdji  Dharamshet  being  asked  whether  he  would  furnish  us  with  the 
above  quantity  and  at  what  rate,  he  chooses  to  decline  entering  into 
any  agreement.  The  same  question  being  put  to  Rupji  Dhanji,  he 
offers  to  provide  the  same  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  13^  per  mud  a,  provided  we 
will  advance  him  the  sum  of  Rs.  10,000.  The  Board  is  sensible  the 
price  Rui^ji  demands  is  reasonable,  and  as  he  is  a man  of  substance 
there  is  no  risk  in  trusting  him  with  the  sum  desired.  Agreed  that  a 
contract  be  entered  into  with  the  said  Rupji  Dhanji  on  the  following 
conditions  : A sum  of  Rs.  10,000  to  be  advanced  and  when  batty  has 
been  delivered  to  that  amount,  Rupji  to  be  paid  from  time  to  time  for 
the  quantities  actually  received  by  the  warehouse-keeper,  the  whole 
3000  mudds  to  be  delivered  within  four  months  from  this  day,  namely 
2500  mudds  in  three  months  and  the  remainder  in  the  succeedinir 
month.  The  said  Rupji  to  sign  a bond  for  the  punctual  performance, 
any  failure  to  incur  a penalty  of  Rs.  3000.  It  being  represented  there 
will  be  a want  of  proper  warehouses  for  depositing  the  aforesaid  batty, 
agreed  to  appropriate  a building  belonging  to  the  land  paymaster  at 
present  containing  chunam,  the  floor  being  raised  to  a proper  height. 
This  the  land  paymaster  is  directed  to  see  done  with  all  possible 
expedition  and  at  the  least  charge.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  1 0th  December  1741  ; The  ware- 
house-keeper represents  that  on  a want  of  proper  warehouses  for  lodging 
the  quantity  of  batty  lately  contracted  for,  which  is  daily  coming  in, 
he  had  been  obliged  to  hire  some  of  private  persons,  the  names  of  whom 
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as  also  the  quantities  respectively  depo&ited  he  now  presents^  and  desires 
this  minute  to  be  accordingly  made  for  his  iustification.  This  leading* 
the  Board  to  consider  how  or  by  what  means  we  might  be  able  to  per- 
fect some  proper  storehouses  for  that  article  belonging  to  our  Honour- 
able Masters  j as  one  expedient  it  is  proposed  that  the  houses  built  for 
dyers  by  the  late  President  Cowan,  now  of  no  manner  of  use,  be 
appropriated  for  that  service.  To  render  them  dry  and  secure,  additions 
and  repairs  amounting  to  Bs.  1466-2-62  will  be  required.  As  this 
bears  no  proportion  to  the  expense  that  will  be  incurred  by  continuing 
any  large  quantity  in  the  Avarehouse  of  private  persons,  the  land 
paymaster  is  directed  to  see  to  the  execution  of  the  work  proposed  in 
the  most  frugal  manner.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  3rd  September  1742 : The  Pre- 
sident observes  that  through  the  want  of  rain  there  is  too  much  reason 
to  apprehend  a scarcity  of  grain  the  ensuing  season.  Our  neighbours 
the  Marathas  it  is  said  have  already  prohibited  the  exportation  of  grain 
from  their  country,  and  it  would  seem  to  him  worthy  of  consideration 
whether  we  ought  not  to  pursue  the  same  measures.  The  Board 
unanimously  agree  that  the  export  of  grain  be  forbidden  from  this  day. 
Here  a motion  is  made  in  favour  of  some  merchants  who,  in  consequence 
of  permission  regularly  obtained  at  the  time  when  the  scarcity  was 
not  so  apparent  nor  even  foreseen,  have  actually  freighted  boats  to  the 
number  of  seven,  on  whom  a quantity  of  about  500  mudds  is  laden 
designed  for  Goa.  As  a refusal  to  export  would  subject  these 
merchants  to  certain  loss,  the  question  being  jDut  whether  this  grain 
' should  now  be  allowed  to  be  exported,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 
by  a majority,  subject  to  the  condition  that  wdthin  the  space  of  three 
months  the  exporters  engage  to  import  an  equal  quantity  to  that 
j carried  off.  To  what  is  premised  above  with  regard  to  grain  we  have 
1 this  melancholy  addition.  The  poor  are  daily  complaining  for  want, 
j Such  as  have  batty  by  them  deny  the  fact  or  at  best  insist  upon  an 
} extraordinary  price  which  falls  heavy  upon  the  meaner  sort.  As  by 
j the  contracts  made  last  year  for  batty  it  fortunately  happens  a quantity 
[:  remains  in  our  Honourable  Masters*’  possession  it  is  proposed  and  agreed 
a.  that  the  warehouse-keeper  daily  issue  to  the  clerk  of  the  market  10 
s mudds  of  batty  at  the  rate  of  Bs.  16  the  muda,  which  the  latter 
J must  see  is  publicly  vended  in  the  bazar  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
5 After  we  see  what  effect  that  will  have,  we  can  hereafter  take  such 
b measures  as  shall  appear  necessary 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  8th  March  1743:  There  being 
[i  still  a want  of  grain  for  the  supply  of  the  common  people,  it  is  directed 
Bj  that  the  warehouse-keeper  issue  to  the  clerk  of  the  market  as  far  as 
)( 300  mudds  of  batty  to  be  sold  in  the  bazar  as  the  poorer  sort  of  people 
Bmay  want  it,  at  the  price  it  sells  for  at  the  Mandvi  when  imported, 
il  which  may  prevent  the  purchasers  of  large  quantities  keeping  batty  up 
i , at  a high  price 

[ Bombay  Government  Consultation,  27th  May  1743 : From  the 
appearance  of  the  want  of  grain,  the  price  continuing  very  high  and 
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even  such  persons  as  are  possessed  of  any  quantity  refusing  to  sell  any 
part  though  intended  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  it  is  agreed  that  the 
Bombay  and  Mahim  custom  masters  with  the  clerk  of  the  market  do 
make  search  in  all  private  houses  and  warehouses  sealing  up  the  ware-, 
house  where  any  quantity  is  found,  and  that  till  this  account  can  he 
taken,  the  warehouse-keeper  issue  to  the  clerk  of  the  market  as  far  as 
100  mndds  of  batty  to  be  publicly  sold  in  the  bazdr,  a certain  quantity 
every  day.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  3rd  June  1743  : According  to 
the  order  made  in  our  last  Consultation  an  account  is  delivered  of  the 
grain  found  in  the  possession  of  private  merchants  and  as  there  is  no 
other  way  to  provide  for  the  subsistence  of  the  poorest  sort  of  people 
than  by  obliging  those  persons  to  give  out  of  their  stocks,  the  clerk  of 
the  market  is  empowered  to  take  from  them  what  is  daily  required  for 
the  supply  of  the  market.  This  he  is  to  retail  out  paying  the  owner 
the  j)i’ice  it  bears  from  time  to  time  at  the  custom-house.^ 

The  records  of  1743-44  contain  details  of  a controversy  regarding 
the  measures  to  be  adopted  to  secure  a supply  of  moderately  priced 
grain  to  the  poor  in  years  of  scarcity.  The  controversy  arose  out  of 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Edward  Say  the  same  who  in  1741  ^as  a 
matter  of  charity  ’ had  been  made  clerk  of  the  market  to  supersede  the 
existing  Musalman  Kacharas  or  licensed  rice-sellers  who  had  failed  to 
lay  in  a proper  supply  of  rice.  The  entries  and  correspondence  are 
interesting  in  showing  what  practical  opposition  the  Grand  Jury  and 
the  Bench  of  J ustices  could  then  make  to  Government  measures  and  the 
freedom  of  discussion  among  the  Members  of  Council.  The  papers 
also  show  how  greatly  the  City  of  Bombay  and  ideas  regarding  its 
supply  of  grain  have  altered  during  the  last  century  and  a half  : 

On  the  26th  August  1743,  the  Grand  Jury  delivered  the  following 
presentment  to  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Jail  Delivery. 
The  members  present  were  the  Honouiable  William  Wake,  Governor 
of  Bombay  Chairman  and  others  His  Majesty^s  Justices  for  the  Town 
and  Island  of  Bombay  : We,  the  Grand  Jury,  upon  our  oaths  do  present 
that  by  a petition  of  certain  kacharas  or  rice-sellers,  presented  unto  us, 
it  appears  that  the  making  and  vending  of  rice  is  monopolized  by  one 
man  and  they  are  excluded  the  benefit  of  the  same ; therefore  we  do 
present  unto  your  Worships  this  as  a grievance  which  requires  redress, 
and  humbly  submit  to  this  Honourable  Bench  whether  in  future  the 
sale  of  the  said  commodity  should  not  be  general  and  not  limited  to  any 
one  man  or  set  of  men  which  will  prevent  oppressing  the  poor.  On 
the  above,  the  Chairman  (Honourable  William  Wake)  observes  that  it 
has  always  been  the  custom  of  this  place  as  also  of  the  neighbouring 
governments  to  appoint  a certain  person  or  persons  to  retml  unbeaten 
rice  in  the  bazar  to  the  poorer  sort  of  people  who  by  that  means  might 
at  all  times  be  sure  of  having  it  in  small  quantities  and  at  a reasonable 
rate,  the  Government  fixing  the  price,  always  allowing  the  seller  one 
rupee  per  rtiuda  profit  for  his  trouble,  though  at  the  same  time  no 
restriction  was  laid  on  any  who  were  inclined  to  buy  and  retail  ground 
or  beaten  rice  for  their  families  or  exportation.  All  that  was  desired  i 
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was  that  the  labouring  people  might  be  supplied  without  imposition  ; 
that  the  rice-sellers  who  had  formerly  this  license  had  frequently  been 
complained  of  and  some  corporally  punished  and  others  fined  ; and  in 
times  of  scarcity  had  or  at  least  pretended  not  to  have  what  was  required 
for  the  daily  supplies  of  the  bazar,  from  whence  the  Company  has  been 
and  if  a general  liberty  is  given,  may  again  be  obliged  to  issue  rice  from 
their  warehouse  though  attended  with  a loss.  On  the  whole,  the  orders 
he  had  given  were  agreeable  to  the  usual  practice  of  the  place  and  what  in 
the  opinion  of  the  most  principal  merchants  would  be  for  the  ease  of  the 
poor.  He  therefore  now  left  it  to  the  Justices  whether  the  Grand  Jury^s 
presentment  should  be  complied  with.  The  Justices  were  of  opinion  it 
should.  Upon  this  the  Chairman  declares  he  shall  be  glad  to  find  the 
event  produces  a good  effect,  though  of  that  he  has  great  reason  to  doubt.^ 

The  record  of  the  next  sessions  (28th  October  1743)  contains  the 
following  : The  general  license  for  retailing  rice  in  the  bazar  ordered 
at  last  sessions  is  now  revoked  by  the  Justices ; and  the  consideration 
how  and  in  what  manner  the  place  shall  be  supplied,  is  referred  to  the 
Honourable  the  Governor  in  Council.^ 


In  connection  with  this  pas  sage -at -arms  between  the  Government  and 
the  Grand,  Jury,  in  their  letter  dated  20th  March  1744  the  Court  of 
Directors  write : We  are  concerned  to  perceive  by  the  advices  before 
us  that  grain  was  scarce  and  dear  upon  the  island,  by  the  Marathas  not 
! importing  as  usual,  we  are  apprehensive  some  disgust  was  given  them 
by  denying  a free  sale  of  their  cargoes.  As  the  plenty  and  cheapness  of 

I the  necessaries  of  life  are  highly  requisite  to  the  welfare  of  the  island, 

^ we  are  willing  to  think  that  you  had  no  sinister  views  in  altering  the 

usual  method  of  supplying  the  market,  although  the  Grand  Jury 
r presented  the  same  as  a great  evil.  Upon  seriously  considering  this 
affair  in  every  light  we  are  of  opinion  the  old  method  was  best.  When- 
: ever  you  find  the  Marathas  withholding  grain,  you  will  do  well  to  have 
5i  resort  to  Mangalor  as  was  done  upon  this  occasion  by  sending  the 
Montague  and  Pulte^iey  thither,  though  Rs.  7000  freight  to  the  latter 
■ for  so  short  a trip  seems  to  be  too  high  a rate.  Mr.  Edward  Say,  clerk 
r of  the  market,  must  no  longer  be  continued  in  that  post  but  an  upright 
,(|  capable  covenant  servant  must  be  appointed  in  his  room.^ 

II  Before  this  Despatch  was  written  on  the  3rd  Eebruary  1744,  at  a 
riGovernment  Consultation,  the  President  reminds  the  Board  of  the 
^resolution  come  to  at  last  general  quarter  sessions  for  the  PrjBsident  and 
^Council  to  consider  what  means  are  most  proper  for  supplying  the 
P labouring  and  poorer  sort  of  people  with  rice.  He  remarks  that  the 
Brice  which  has  always  hitherto  been  confined  to  be  sold  by  the  kachards 

only  is  ground  but  unbeaten  rice,  it  being  the  most  j)i‘oper  for  them. 
flThat  all  persons  have  ever  been  at  liberty  to  sell  batty  and  beaten  rice 
{•)|Ln  the  bazar  or  anywhere  else  without  any  restraint  whatever,  as  also 
to  make  batty  into  unbeaten  rice  for  their  own  use  or  exportation  at 
their  own  pleasure  (except  when  grain  is  scarce  when  only  the  Govern- 


^Bombay  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  Diary,  2Gth  Aug.  1743,  Vol.  119  of  1743-1745, 
.2  “14. 

^ Bombay  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  Diary,  28th  Oct.  1743,  Vol.  119  of  1743-45,  28. 
^ Court  to  Bombay  20th  March  1744  paras  5G  -59,  Tub.  Dep,  Court’s  L.  Vol.  3 of 
742  -1751,70. 
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ment  prohibits  the  exportation  o£  it).  That  in  spite  of  this  freedom 
the  Grand  Jury^s  presentment  at  the  quarter  sessions  in  August  last 
implied  that  the  sole  vending  of  all  kinds  of  rice  was  confined  to 
one  person,  and  conformable  to  the  tenour  of  that  presentment,  the 
Bench  of  Justices  ordered  that  every  person  should  have  the  liberty  of 
selling  unbeaten  rice  in  the  bazar  or  elsewhere,  that  the  poor  and 
labouring  people  might  buy  as  cheap  as  they  could.  The  President 
reminds  the  Board  that  as  Chairman  he  had  asked  the  foreman  of  the 
Grand  Jury  whether  their  presentment  was  founded  upon  any  com2:)laint 
that  had  been  made  to  them.  The  foremaiTs  reply  was  ‘No;  it  is 
designed  to  prevent  any  comjfiaint  in  future.'’  The  President  further 
explains  that  it  had  always  been  the  custom  of  this  j^lace,  a custom 
which  obtained  with  the  Portuguese  at  Bassein  as  well  as  other  places, 
to  ap2)oint  a certain  person  or  persons  Moormen  called  kachards  who 
only  were  to  sell  out  by  retail  in  some  small  parcels  in  the  i)ublic 
markets  unbeaten  rice  to  such  ^^oor  and  labouring  people  as  had  not 
time  or  conveniences  to  grind  it  themselves,  and  till  August  last,  for 
their  charge  and  trouble  the  kachards  were  always  j)ermitted  by  the 
Government  to  sell  half  a muda  of  good  unbeaten  rice  at  the  rate  of 
Be.  1 more  than  the  j^rice  of  a muda  of  batty  as  rated  at  the  custom 
house,  or  otherwise  as  the  Government  thought  2)roi)er  to  fix  it.  That 
though  these  kachards  obliged  themselves  to  su2)ply  the  bazar  with 
unbeaten  rice  at  all  events,  still  in  times  of  scarcity  as  they  never  had  a 
sufficient  stock,  the  Honourable  Company  had  always  been  obliged,  aiid 
generally  to  their  loss,  to  j)4irchase  abroad  for  the  service  of  the  bazar. 
If  in  seasons  of  scarcity  the  Company  have  to  make  good  the  balance 
required  by  the  bazjir  the  Comj^any  ought  to  have  the  sole  right  to 
suj^ply  the  bazar  with  batty  to  be  made  into  unbeaten  rice  as  aforesaid. 
Unless  this  restriction  is  made,  in  time  of  plenty  if  all  shopkeej^ers 
can  sell  the  Company's  batty  may  and  will  sjDoil  upon  their  hando; 
and  in  a time  of  scarcity,  if  no  proper  provision  is  made,  the  poor  must 
starve.  It  is  well  known  to  the  whole  town  that  in  times  of  scarcity 
the  kachards  did  not  supply  the  bazar  but  sold  privately  in  the  night 
by  false  measures  at  what  2^1’iees  and  such  trash  as  they  pleased  ; for 
which  abuses  they  have  been  frequently  fined  and  j)unished.  Last  year 
when  batty  was  very  high  and  rising,  the  merchants  comj^lained  to  the 
President  and  requested  him  that  the  batty  might  be  issued  out  of  the  j 
Comj^any^s  warehouse.  When  no  batty  came  as  heretofore  to  the  custom  1 1 
house  for  sale  for  the  consumption  of  the  bazar,  it  became  necessary  to  1 
apjooint  some  2)roper  rmd  honest  person  to  make  it  into  unbeaten  rice . k 
and  vend  it  as  usual.  Bupji  Dhanji,  a considerable  merchant,  who  onij 
the  like  occasion  had  before  undertaken  the  work,  was  asked  butt;^ 
refused,  alleging  his  business  would  not  2)ermit  him  to  give  the  necessary 
attendance.  The  merchants  then  j)ro2)Osed  Mr.  Say,  who  Avas  clerk  of  : : 
the  market,  as  the  projAerest  ^^ei’son.  This  was  the  sole  reason  why.li 
Mr.  Say  Avas  so  aj)]Dointed  during  that  time  of  scarcity.  The  President  i 
believes  Mr.  Say  executed  the  business  very  justly  or  at  least  as  Avell  [ 
as  the  badness  of  the  batty  he  had  from  the  Company’s  Avarehouse,  it  ^ 
being  old,  Avould  permit. 

The  kachards  heretofore  permitted  solely  to  sup^fiy  the  bazar  Avitl  t 
unbeaten  rice  having  ever  been  comjfiained  of  the  Honourable  Com2:)an3i 
have  generally  been  sufferers  by  being  obliged  either  to  provide  in 
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time  of  scarcity  for  the  poor  and  labouring*  people^  or  to  force  such  as 
had  a stock  of  batty  on  the  island  to  sell  for  the  supply  of  the  bazar. 
To  put  a stop  to  these  evils  and  to  secure  that  the  poor  and  labouring* 
people  may  be  provided  for  without  imposition^  the  President  proposes 
that  at  a convenient  time  the  Honourable  Company  do  lay  in  a stock  of 
babty,  or  in  default  thereof  of  rice,  for  solely  supplying*  the  bazar;  that 
this  stock  be  issued  out  of  their  warehouse  by  the  warehouse-keeper  to 
such  person  or  persons  being  Europeans  or  Native  Christians  as  shall  be 
permitted  to  make  the  said  batty  into  unbeaten  riee^  he  or  they  paying 
for  the  same  at  the  time  of  taking  it  from  the  Company's  warehouse, 
and  having  the  sole  vending  of  it  in  the  bazar  at  the  customary  advance 
of  Re.  1 the  muda.  That  for  the  more  convenient  inspection  of  the  clerk 
of  the  market  the  said  unbeaten  rice  be  issued  from  one  convenient 
place  and  in  the  day  only  ; that,  in  like  manner  as  the  arrack  farmer, 
the  person  or  persons  thus  permitted  may  send  one  of  his  own  servants 
with  a person  that  complains  at  any  time  of  the  rice  being  bad,  to  the 
clerk  of  the  market  or  a justice  of  peace  to  see  that  it  be  not  adulterated 
by  the  way ; and  that  the  clerk  of  the  market  be  ordered  to  be  very 
careful  in  duly  inspecting  the  rice  and  the  measure  it  is  sold  by,  and, 
if  there  be  occasion,  to  make  complaint  to  any  one  of  the  justices,  or  on 
material  occasions  to  this  Board.  The  above  propositions  causing  some 
debate,  especially  in  respect  to  the  person  that  may  be  permitted  to 
vend  unbeaten  rice  in  the  bazar,  the  President  referred  the  consideration 
to  another  day,  leaving  it  to  the  members  to  deliver  their  o23inion  either 
in  writing  or  verbally,  declaring  he  sliall  ap2)rove  of  any  industrious 
honest  person  or  persons  they  shall  nominate  that  will  accejpt  of  the  post.^ 

A week  later,  the  10th  February  1744,  in  connection  with  this  debate, 
Mr.  John  Munro  a member  of  the  Board  wrote  to  the  President: 

1 As  on  the  3rd  instant  I declared  that  the  ^a£,c*/2ar6is  appointed  to  supply 
i the  poor  with  unbeaten  rice  ought  to  be  no  longer  continued  in  that 
I employ,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  nominate  a Euroj)ean  to  that 
[ office,  it  may  not  be  im2)roper  for  me  to  give  reasons  for  my  oj)inion. 

) For  years  the  kachards  have  taken  all  opportunities  of  oj)2)ressing 
f and  grinding  the  faces  of  the  poor.  This  I believe  will  not  be  con- 
j tested.  It  can  be  proved  by  the  many  complaints  against  them,  their 
)•  23resent  chastisements,  and  the  ex]3erience  of  the  most  substantial  and 
r knowing  inhabitants  of  the  place.  Their  abuses  last  season  occasioned 
)i  the  appointing  Mr.  Edward  Say  to  perform  that  office,  under  the 
3 inspection  of  the  President  and  Council,  by  which  means  the  poor  were 
t(  constantly  sup2)lied,  and  the  price  of  batty  in  the  scarcity  time  was  no 
3 more  than  Rs.  30  the  muda,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  experienced  men, 
0 would  have  exceeded  forty  without  this  regulation.  When  grain  was 
[f  imported  care  was  taken  to  lower  the  price,  and  by  degrees  it  fell  to 
a Rs.  23  in  August  last.  Then,  in  consequence  of  an  order  of  the 
9 Bench  of  Justices  to  render  the  supply  open  and  free  to  every  person, 
9j  the  kachards  crept  in  again ; and  in  a short  time  batty  was  up  at 
a Rs.  27.  At  a quarter  sessions  in  October  last  this  affair  was  once 
0 more  referred  to  the  Government,  as  was  formerly  practised,  which 
[*1  terrified  the  kachcu^ds  to  such  a degree  that  they  abstained  from  buying 
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for  some  time,  and  the  batty  fell  again  to  Es.  17.  But  as  no  parti- 
cular order  was  issued  afterwards  they  continued  their  employ,  and 
batty  now  is  at  Es.  30. 

From  the  above  it  appears  to  me  absolutely  necessary  to  displace  the 
kacharcis.  I believe  the  most  effectual  method  of  having  the  office 
well  performed  is  to  appoint  a European,  in  which  I am  confirmed 
by  the  opinion  of  the  most  substantial  merchants.  That  one  person 
under  proper  inspection  may  supply  the  bazar  as  well  as  twenty,  will 
not,  I believe,  be  disputed,  since  this  is  the  method  of  suppl^dng  the 
inhabitants  with  tobacco  and  arrack.  And  I must  think  there  will  be 
as  little  cause  to  suspect  impositions  in  this  case,  as  if  there  were  five 
hundred  kachards,  especially  since  a limited  price  must  be  fixed.  For 
it  is  not  the  number  of  sellers  of  a necessary  commodity,  but  the  proper 
regulation  under  which  it  is  sold,  that  can  jDrevent  frauds.  It  is  com- 
puted that  two  thousand  muclds  will  be  wanted  for  the  bazar  annually, 
which  may  be  about  one-sixth  of  the  consumption  of  the  island ; and 
if  one  person  has  the  employ,  he  must  provide  accordingly,  in  which  the 
kachards  have  often  failed;  otherwise  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  so 
frequent  recourse  to  the  warehouse.  Indeed  if  the  Honourable  Company 
was  to  lay  in  a sufficiency,  an  advance  of  (a  little)  above  interest  of  money 
might  be  fixed  on  the  batty ; and  then  the  poor  would  not  only  be  certain 
of  a constant  supply,  but  even  cheaper,  at  a medium,  than  if  they  were 
to  have  it  at  the  current  market  price ; and  in  either  case,  sure.  The 
allowance  granted  the  kachards  for  so  many  years  cannot  be  grudged 
to  a European  for  his  trouble.  As  I mentioned  Mr.  Edward  Say  a 
proper  person  for  the  employ,  I shall  beg  leave  to  give  my  reasons  for 
that  likewise  : (1)  Because  he  had  formerly  discharged  the  office  with 
great  diligence,  at  least  to  the  general  satisfaction.  If  any  little 
complaints  were  rumoured  of  his  management,  it  is  probable  they  were 
raised  and  fomented  by  the  kachards  in  hopes  of  getting  again  into 
their  old  track.  Had  there  been  just  cause  for  complaint  I imagine 
some  one  of  the  justices  must  have  heard  of  it  and  would  have  granted 
redress,  or  represented  it  to  the  President  and  Council.  (2)  Because, 
further,  Mr.  Say  appears  to  me  an  active  careful  man,  and  by  his  having 
no  other  business  he  can  the  more  readily  apply  all  his  time  and  atten- 
tion in  that  office  which  requires  great  application,  and  for  which  I take 
him  to  be  much  better  adapted  than  a Company's  servant,  as  they  are 
all  otherwise  employed.^ 

At  a Government  Consultation,  the  lOth  February  1744,  the  reasons 
stated  in  the  above  letter  from  Mr.  Munro  were  considered  : After  some 
debate  the  majority  of  the  Board  agreed  that  the  Honourable  Company 
do  at  a proper  time  commence  to  j)rovide  batty  for  the  sole  supplying 
the  bazdr  with  unbeaten  rice,  which  always  was  to  have  been  done  by 
the  kachards.  Some  of  the  members  proposing  the  warehouse- 
keeper should  make  the  batty  into  unbeaten  rice  and  issue  it  out  to  the 
person  or  persons  permitted  to  vend  it  in  the  bazar,  the  President 
readily  came  into  it,  as  any  inconvenience  arising  therefrom  might 
hereafter  be  easily  remedied.  It  was  then  agreed  that,  at  a time  here-  ■ 
after  to  be  appointed,  the  warehouse-keej)er  do  issue  out  to  such  person  i 
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or  persons  as  shall  he  permitted  by  this  Board  such  quantities  of  un- 
beaten rice  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  poor^  he  or  they  paying*  for  the 
same  as  they  take  it  away  at  such  proportionable  rates  as  batty  may 
bear  at  the  custom  house  or  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Governor  and 
Council_,  being  allowed  Re.  1 on  12 ^ phards  of  unbeaten  rice  for  his  or 
their  trouble  and  charges,  as  was  always  customary.  The  measures 
used  to  be  sealed  by  the  clerk  of  the  market  who  is  duly  to  inspect  the 
goodness  of  the  rice  and  j)revent  any  abuses  whatever.^ 

Ten  days  later,  the  21st  February  1744,  Mr.  Hugh  Howard  again 
brought  the  question  before  Government  in  the  following  letter  : 
The  provision  of  grain  for  the  relief  of  our  poor  being  partly  the  result  of 
your  Consultation  of  the  10th  instant,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Honourable 
ComjDany  lay  in  a sufficient  quantity  for  that  purpose.  I was 
absent  through  indisposition,  yet  think  it  the  best  expedient  that 
could  be  thought  on  to  prevent  the  hardships  and  inconveniences  which 
the  poorer  sort  of  people  have  so  long  laboured  under  from  the  abuses 
and  oppression  of  the  kachards  formerly  appointed  to  retail  un- 
beaten rice.  I do  not  approve  of  the  kachards  being  suffered  to  sell 
any  more.  As  the  warehouse-keeper  is  to  take  charge  of  the 
Company's  grain  and  to  deliver  it  for  the  retailing  on  being  first  paid 
for,  I do  not  think  it  a proper  office  for  a Company's  servant  to  issue  the 
grain  to  the  poor,  since  it  Avill  require  constant  attendance  and  thereby 
> deprive  the  Company  of  his  service  in  a different  manner.  Therefore  I 
I am  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Edward  Say,  who  is  willing  to  relinquish 
his  post  as  clerk  of  the  market,  it  being  confessed  at  the  quarter 
) sessions  in  October  last  there  was  no  objection  made  to  his  fidelity  in 
I the  discharge  of  that  office,  and  he  being  a diligent  and  industrious  man, 

; is  a fit  and  proper  person  for  cleaning  and  retailing  rice  to  the  poor 
? under  such  restrictions  and  regulations  as  the  Governor  and  Council 
i shall  think  convenient." 

A few  days  later  (February  1744)  Mr.  Edward  Owen  addressed  the 
■■  President  to  much  the  same  effect : As  it  may  be  expected  that 
i every  member  of  this  Board  should  give  in  his  reasons  in  writing 
I for  supporting  his  opinions  concerning  the  provision  of  rice  proposed 
[ to  be  made  for  the  town,  I here  lay  before  your  Honour  what  I have 
I to  offer  on  that  head.  I am  not  against  the  motion  for  the  Company 
I providing  for  the  bazar,  but  I would  recommend  the  delivery  to  be  in 
i batty  to  be  served  out  in  large  quantities  to  some  person  or  persons 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  to  be  paid  for  as  taken  away  and  not 
to  be  made  into  rice  by  the  Company  as  has  been  proposed.  I appre- 
hend many  poor  j)eople  must  be  employed  for  cleaning  the  batty,  of 
whose  circumstances  it  will  hardly  be  possible  for  the  warehouse-keeper 
to  have  a sufficient  knowledge.  If  so  the  Company  would  be  liable 
to  many  bad  debts,  besides  a great  increase  of  servants^  wages,  ware- 
house rent,  and  loss  in  receiving  and  delivering.  For  these  reasons  I 
lam  against  that  proposal.  It  has  also  been  proposed  that  a Company's 
servant  should  be  the  person  employed  to  serve  out  rice  to  the  bazfir  in 
small  quantities.  This  I must  also  beg  leave  to  object  to.  A 
constant  attendance  is  required  and  such  a person  can  have  no  other 
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employment.  Besides  it  seems  to  me  inconsistent  with  the  duty 
of  a Company's  servant  to  be  employed  upon  such  business ; for  I 
apprehend  the  Company  never  intended  to  allow  their  servants  salary  and 
diet  money  and  have  no  use  of  them.  And  as  I know  of  no  j)erson  out 
of  the  service  so  fitting*  for  it  as  Mr.  Edward  Say^  I am  therefore  for 
appointing  him  for  that  employ^  to  receive  the  batty  from  the  Company, 
he  to  make  it  into  rice  and  have  a proper  allowance  for  his  trouble,  and 
that  he  be  not  permitted  to  purchase  batty  anywhere  else  for  the 
supply  of  the  bazar — all  which  is  submitted  to  your  Honours 
determination.^ 


A fortnight  letter,  the  16th  March  1744,  Mr.  John  Morley  addressed 
the  President,  in  opposition  to  the  views  of  Messrs.  Munro,  Howard, 
and  Owen:  As  I declared  my  dissent  the  3rd  and  10th  of  last  month 
from  one  person^  s having  the  sole  privilege  of  supplying  the  market 
with  unbeaten  rice  to  the  exclusion  of  others,  as  I also  did  at  the 
quarter  sessions  in  August  and  October  last,  1 now  take  the  liberty 
to  give  my  reasons  whereon  my  said  opinion  was  founded,  as  well  as  to 
add  such  others  why  I think  there  ought  to  be  a general  license.  The 
kachards  are  a set  of  people  who  have  many  years  been  indulged  with  the 
liberty  of  supplying  the  market  with  unbeaten  rice,  and  have  always  been 
allowed  Re.  1 profit  upon  each  inuda  of  batty  that  they  made  into  such 
rice  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  Notwithstanding  these  people  have 
long  had  this  indulgence,  I never  knew  that  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants 
were  debarred  from  bringing  or  selling  such  rice  in  the  market,  or  that 
the  kachards  had  ever  an  exclusive  grant  for  supplying  it  solely. 
The  chief  reason  why  tliis  license  was  taken  from  them  last  year 
and  given  to  Mr.  Say  was  that  they  did  not  supply  the  market 
with  a sufficient  quantity,  but  sold  it  privately  in  their  houses  at  an 
advanced  rate.  This,  I believe,  might  in  ma.ny  respects  be  true,  but  surely 
this  grievance  might  have  been  redressed  by  the  Government  or  a justice 
of  peace  upon  proper  application  who  would  undoubtedly  have  obliged 
them  and  every  one  else  that  sold  unbeaten  rice  to  furnish  the  market 
fully,  and  prevented  them  from  taking  an  unjustifiable  advantage  of 
the  poor^s  necessities.  Also  though  the  kachards  may  in  some  instances 
have  abused  their  trust,  yet  another  set  might  certainly  be  pitched  upon 
that  would  execute  that  office  better,  and,  from  the  example  made  of  the 
present,  be  more  cautious  of  giving  cause  for  complaint.  By  this  means 
the  evil  may  be  removed  without  subjecting  the  poor  to  a greater 


hardship)  by  putting  this  power  entirely  into  one  manY  hands.  It  is 


incontestably  true  that  batty  last  season  bore  an  exceeding  high  price, 
greater  than  for  some  years  before ; but  these  people  could  make  no 
greater  advantage  thereof  than  the  prementioned  allowance,  without 
subjecting  themselves  to  a corporal  punishment  and  a fine  upon  proof 
thereof  and  forfeiture  of  the  batty  offered  to  sale  which  they  would  not . 
certainly  run  the  risk  of,  when  their  advantages  other  ways  would  be  ' 
inconsiderable.  The  reason  universally  allowed  for  its  rise  last  year  was  ■ 
that  the  Brahmans  upon  Salsette  and  other  places  contiguous  to  this  ^ 
island  (and  from  whence  we  are  always  supplied)  had  engrossed  the  ’ 
greatest  part  thereof,  and  would  not  send  any  here  for  sale  unless  at 
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considerable  profit  accrued  to  themselves.  This  I have  been  credibly  told 
was  the  chief  and  only  cause  o£  rice  bearing  so  high  a price  last  year. 
This  inconvenience  was  not  in  the  least  remedied  after  Mr.  Say  had 
the  sole  right  to  supply  the  rice ; it  continued  as  great  as  before. 
Nor  indeed  do  I think  the  supply  can  at  all  be  arranged  by  confining 
it  to  one  person.  On  the  contrary  the  price  is  more  likely  to  be 
reduced  when  there  is  a general  liberty  given  for  every  person  that 
pleases  to  sell  it  in  the  market  than  there  certainly  can  be  when 
this  privilege  is  taken  from  them.  The  fixing  a price  upon  batty  at 
the  Mandvi  upon  importation  may  indeed  prevent  the  importers 
from  running  it  up  to  an  excessive  rate.  Still  this  inconvenience  will 
attend  this  step  that  it  will  certainly  prevent  the  importation  of  batty 
and  consequently  diminish  the  Company's  revenue  of  customs,  as  it  may 
be  presumed  no  merchant  will  care  to  bring  rice  to  market  unless  they  are 
sure  of  a profitable  and  free  sale.  To  what  necessities  we  may  by 
this  means  be  reduced,  since  our  chief  dependance  for  batty  is  upon 
our  neighbours,  and  especially  when  there  is  so  small  a stock  upon  the 
island  as  at  present,  is  to  me  apparent.  Nor  am  I singular  in  this. 
Alany  creditable  persons  upon  the  place  give  it  as  their  opinion  that  no 
step  we  can  take  to  keep  the  price  of  batty  low  and  encourage  its  import, 
Iwill  be  more  effectual  than  to  leave  the  price  free  and  open  and  to 
■permit  the  importer  to  sell  it  to  whom  and  at  what  price  he  pleases. 
Should  it  be  thought  proper  to  put  this  solely  in  one  maAs  hands 
[(which  I am  far  from  thinking  ought  to  be  done),  in  times  of  scarcity  it 
Iwill  be  expected  whatever  batty  may  be  imported  a part  of  it  should  be 
iassigned  the  person  that  supplies  the  market  with  unbeaten  rice  as  was 
the  ease  last  year.  This  in  many  respects  may  be  esteemed  a hardship 
:upon  the  proprietors  who,  it  is  well  known,  bring  large  quantities  from 
■the  other  side  and  keep  it  in  warehouse  several  months  upon  the  island 
Ibefore  it  is  sold.  By  this  means  there  is  generally  a considerable  stock 
lodged,  which  we  may  have  recourse  to  on  any  great  emergency,  and 
(besides  enough  is  generally  brought  to  supply  the  bazar,""  Whereas 
(if  a part  of  all  that  is  imported  is  to  be  appropriated  in  the  manner 
pbove  mentioned,  few  or  none  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  other  side 
]will  care  to  lodge  their  grain  with  us.  To  what  streights  we  may  by 
I this  means  be  reduced  when  there  is  not  a plentiful  crop,  needs  no 
bxplanation,  and  especially  when  it  is  considered  what  a small 
jeroportion  this  island  produces  in  comparison  to  its  consumption. 
VIoreover  I do  not  think  that  the  person  who  so  sells  it  ought  to  have 
P^it  allotted  to  him  though  at  the  market  price,  nor  have  any 
advantage  in  respect  to  his  purchases  more  than  any  other  person. 

It  may  be_ objected  that  if  a general  liberty  is  allowed,  no  person 
vill  think  himself  obliged  in  time  of  scarcity  to  supply  the  market 
)ut  recourse  must  then  be  had  to  the  Company  as  has  been  the  ease  ; 
ind  therefore  from  hence  it  may  be  inferred  how  necessary  it  is  to 
jppoint  a person  that  will  at  all  times  suj^ply  the  market.  It  is  well 
:nown  there  are  few  or  no  merchants  upon  this  place  that  either  can  or 
vill  enter  into  any  such  engagement.  For  unless  they  do  and  should 
iTain  be  so  dear  this  year  as  was  last,  the  market  will  be  as  indifferently 
] upplied.  And  therefore  to  prevent  this  no  person  I think  should  have 
[j'ermission  to  sell  unbeaten  rice  in  time  of  plenty  unless  he  will  engao-e 
jlso  to  sell  when  rice  is  dear.  By  this  means  this  inconvenience  may 
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be  removed,  as  it  is  believed  many  would  willingly  consent  to  supply 
unbeaten  rice  on  such  terms  wheieby  the  market  would  be  much  better 
supplied  than  in  all  probability  it  will  when  the  supply  is  confined. 
Further  the  poor  will  not  then  be  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  one  man  as  must 
certainly  be  the  case  if  this  general  liberty  is  taken  away.  Besides  it 
may  be  presumed  the  sole  vendor  will  lay  in  no  more  when  dear  than  will 
be  sufficient  for  each  day^s  expense  nor  can  it  be  imagined  he  will  have 
a capital  that  will  enable  him  to  lay  in  a sufficient  stock  for  the  market 
especially  should  the  scarcity  continue  long,  when  upon  a moderate 
computation  it  is  computed  ten  mudds  a day  are  required  for  Bombay 
bazar  only.  When  Mr.  Say  supplied  the  town  last  year  we  had  only  one 
warehouse  where  he  issued  the  rice.  And  the  throng  of  purchasers  was 
always  so  great  that  the  poor  and  labouring  people  would  sometimes 
attend  a day  or  two  before  they  could  get  a sufficiency  for  the  support 
of  their  families  and  moreover  be  obliged  to  neglect  their  labour  whereon 
their  maintenance  depended.  Besides,  if  report  be  true,  they  were 
often  maltreated.  This  is  one  of  the  evils  that  will  attend  a single 
person  having  this  office,  whereas  if  the  liberty  to  supply  be  free  and 
open,  this  as  well  as  many  other  evils  may  be  avoided.  It  appears  to  me 
evident  that  one  persoiBs  being  invested  with  this  privilege  and  every 
one  else  excluded  may  be  attended  with  ill  consequences  in  respect  to 
the  supplying  of  the  poor.  They  will  not  then  have  it  in  their  ojotion 
to  purchase ‘where  they  can  be  best  and  cheapest  served,  but  must  be 
oblisred  to  take  the  rice  from  him  be  it  ever  so  bad,  as  I am  well  assured 
was  the  case  last  year  when  Mr.  Say  solely  supplied  the  bazar.  Besides 
the  sole  vendor  will  have  it  more  in  his  power  to  grind  and  impose  on 
them  than  can  possibly  be  done  when  the  privilege  is  open.  Though 
every  one  that  may  think  him  or  themselves  aggrieved  or  oppressed 
may  have  redress  against  such  sole  vendor  upon  proper  application 
either  to  the  Government  or  a justice,  yet  when  it  is  considered  how 
averse  these  country  people  are  from  making  a formal  complaint  against 
any  English  gentleman  in  office,  it  may  be  presumed  they  will  submit 
to  great  exactions  and  impositions  rather  than  incur  the  displeasure  of 
the  person  who  may  haj)pen  to  be  sole  vendor.  In  order  to  remedy 
this  the  clerk  of  the  market  ought  to  take  care  to  prevent  all 
impositions  and  exactions  and  to  see  that  the  market  is  supplied  with 
good  rice  and  all  occasions  of  complaint  avoided.  This  is  the  duty  of 
his  office.  How  can  it  be  performed  if  he  should  have  the  sole  vending 
of  the  riee,  and  where  can  the  poor  have  redress  when  they  are  aggrieved 
if  the  person  that  ought  to  do  them  justice  is  their  o2:)pressor.  As  this  • 
may  probably  be  the  case,  I think  the  clerk  of  the  market  ought  to  > 
have  no  other  concern  therein  than  to  see  that  the  poor  have  justice  ^ 
done  them.  For  which  reason  I must  declare  my  dissent  against  Mr. . 
Say’s  enjoying  both  offices. 

The  allowance  of  a ruj)ee  the  muda  u2)on  all  batty  made  into  un-  • 
beaten  rice,  as  a compensation  to  the  p>erson  that  suj^plies  the  market: 
therewith,  I do  not  think  is  unreasonable  provided  it  is  not  exceeded. , 
But  as  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  it  has  been  exceeded  heretofore 
while  there  was  a general  liberty,  there  is  as  much  to  think  it  will  be  ’ 
equally  or  even  more  exceeded  when  supplying  the  market  is  confined  to  > 
one  person  and  with  less  apprehension  of  being  detected.  An  ojunioni 
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prevailed  last  year  that  Mr.  Say  did  exceed  this  allowance,  but  as 
I had  never  any  formal  complaint  about  it,  I cannot  upon  my  own 
knowledge  assert  it  to  have  been  so.  It  has  been  alleged  that  the 
persons  who  used  to  supply  the  bazar  never  thought  themselves  under 
any  obligation  to  make  a provision,  should  any  scarcity  happen,  but 
that  recourse  must  be  had  to  the  Company  upon  any  such  emergency, 
as  hath  often  happened,  and  particularly  last  year.  I cannot  apprehend 
what  probability  there  is  that  one  man  will  or  can  make  a better  pro- 
vision than  many.  It  is  well  known  Mr.  Say  last  year  had  a large 
quantity  from  the  Company's  granaries  when  he  had  the  sole  vending  of 
unbeaten  rice  in  the  bazar.  Thereby  the  Company  were  considerable 
1 gainers,  and  the  gain  could  but  have  been  the  same  had  the  right  to 
supply  been  general.  Therefore  as  recourse  must  be  had  to  the  Com- 
pany when  nobody  else  can  or  will  supply  rice,  I apprehend  that  equally 
with  any  one  else  the  Company  ought  to  have  the  right  of  issuing  rice 
to  the  baz^r.  I maintain  this  especially  for  this  reasomthat  when  the 
poor  have  the  Company's  warehouse  open  to  them  the  hachards  will 
not  have  it  in  their  power  to  impose  upon  them.  It  will  I believe  be 
admitted  that  the  Company  alone  can  lay  in  a sufficient  stock  to  answer 
this  purpose.  And  as  by  this  means  a large  quantity  must  always  be 
kept  on  hand  by  making  it  into  unbeaten  rice  and  issuing  it  at  a small 
advance,  the  profit  that  will  accrue  to  the  Honourable  Company  will 
compensate  for  any  extraordinary  expense  of  warehouse  rent  and 
servants^  wages,  d hough  the  Company  may  not  at  present  have 
warehouses  sufficient  to  lodge  such  an  extraordinary  quantity  they  may 
rent  warehouses  as  cheaply  as  any  other  person.  Besides  by  their  so 
doing,  the  poor  will  always  be  certain  of  being  well  supplied,  as  the 
: Company  will  take  more  care  to  prevent  uneasiness  and  discontents 
among  the  people  than  any  private  person  is  likely  to  take.  As  the 
) Company  are  to  lay  in  a stock  of  batty  for  the  market  and  to  make 
it  into  unbeaten  rice,  I think  one  of  their  covenant  servants  should 
^receive  it  from  the  warehouse  and  have  the  disposal  of  it  in  the  baz^r 
(Upon  their  account,  under  the  inspection  of  the  clerk  of  the  market,  and 
iwith  the  condition  of  rendering  a monthly  account  of  sales.  I cannot 
tthink  the  Company's  batty  ought  to  be  made  into  rice  and  another 
P’eap  the  advantage  that  may  arise  from  the  sale  without  rendering  any 
^account.  This  objection  applies  j)articularly  to  Mr.  Say,  who,  as  clerk 
I of  the  market,  has  full  employment  if  he  does  but  faithfully  execute 
his  office. 

Notwithstanding  I am  for  the  Company's  selling  unbeaten  rice,  I 
would  not  be  understood  to  hold  that  every  one  else  should  be  deprived  of 
the  like  privilege.  On  the  contrary  I think  the  supply  ought  to  be  free 
and  open,  as  less  inconveniences  will  arise  than  when  it  is  under  restrain  t. 
For  though  the  Company  may  lay  in  more  batty  than  the  market  may 
take  off  in  a season,  the  surplus  may  be  issued  to  the  garrison  at  the 
established  rate  of  Rs.  the  mucla^  whereby  a handsome  profit  will  arise 
to  the  Company  if  it  is  laid  in  at  any  reasonable  rate  and  will  be  a full 
compensation  for  such  a disappointment.  Besides  we  shall  have  the 
I less  to  lay  in  for  the  season  following,  for  it  is  well  known  if  proper 
care  be  taken  of  it,  batty  will  keep  very  well  two  years  without  danger 
of  spoiling.  I believe  Mr,  Say’s  diligence  in  the  execution  of  the 
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office  of  kachara  last  year  was  very  great.  Could  it  Ije  expected 
otherwise  when  the  considerable  advantages  he  accpiired  thereby  entirely 
depended  upon  his  diligence.  The  office  of  clerk  of  the  market  is  employ 
sufficient  without  that  of  kachara  too.  The  enjoying  both  seems  to  me 
incompatible  as  the  clerk  is  to  be  a check  on  the  supplier.  Supposing 
Mr.  Say  should  relinquish  the  clerkship  I still  think  he  is  an  improper 
person  for  supplier,  as  the  people  murmured  greatly  against  him  when 
he  executed  that  office  last  year.  The  presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury 
in  Auo'ust  last  against  a sole  kachara  was  founded,  as  I have  been  well 
a'ssured,  upon  the  private  uneasinesses  of  the  lower  class  of  people  who 
thought  it  a hardship  that  the  liberty  of  purchasing  from  whom  they 
pleased  should  be  taken  away  and  they  be  confined  to  buy  from  Mr.  Say 
what  rice  he  pleased  to  give  them,  some  whereof  was  exceedingly  bad ; 
as  well  as  that  office  being  put  into  one  man^s  hands  would  open  a 
door  for  great  oppression  and  exaction.  This  the  justices  thought  so 
reasonable  as  well  as  that  a general  liberty  ought  to  continue,  that  the 
office  of  sole  kachara  was  abolished  by  almost  the  unanimous  voice  of 
the  Bench  of  Justices,  and  a free  liberty  was  then  given  for  every  one 
to  sell  unbeaten  rice  that  pleased.  So  it  continued  with  almost 
general  satisfaction  till  the  sessions  in  the  following  October  when  the 
justices  reconsidering  this  affair,  the  majority  agreed  to  refer  the  con- 
sideration of  proper  methods  for  supplying  the  market  to  the  Governor 
and  Council.  From  this  order  I disagreed,  being  then  and  am  still  of 
opinion  that  the  Bench  of  Justices  alone  can  properly  have  cognizance 
of  concerns  of  this  kind.^ 

Mr.  Sedgwicke’s  The  same  day,  the  16th  March  1744,  another  Member  of  the  Council, 
Vieio.  William  Sedgwicke,  addressed  the  President : The  reasons  given  at 

a meeting  of  Council  by  one  of  the  members  of  this  Board  for  his 
opinion  on  the  scheme  for  supplying  the  public  with  rice,  call  upon 
me  and  every  one  else  to  set  forth  something  of  that  sort  in  writing. 
Therefore,  not  to  take  up  much  of  your  time,  I shall  here  recite  only 
a few  of  the  most  material  reasons  that  have  occurred  to  me  during*  the  > 
course  of  the  affair.  When  Mr.  Say,  by  some  appointment  or  other, . 
acted  as  sole  kachara  or  vendor  of  rice  in  the  bazar,  complaints  were 
made  of  the  management.  Though  througffi  an  over-lenity  and  regard  I 
for  his  character  these  complaints  were  passed  over  in  silence,  I do 
not  doubt  but  some  of  them  were  afterwards  laid  before  the  Grand  1 
Jury,  which  was  the  occasion  of  their  presentment.  This  jury  consisted  1 
of  a set  of  men  against  whom  I never  heard  any  objections.  As  usual  1 
they  were  pitched  upon  out  of  the  most  substantial  inhabitants,  the' 
best  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  this  place  as  well  as  with  the  laws  off 
their  own  country,  and  under  whose  cognizance  all  complaints  of  such 
a nature  properly  fell.  They,  therefore,  as  representatives  of  the  bodye' 
of  this  town,  did  present  this  office  of  sole  kachara  as  a publict 
grievance.  Nor  do  I see  how  they  could  avoid  so  presenting  it.  Werety 
they  not  in  their  charge  from  the  Bench  reminded  of  their  trust  Tf 
Were  they  not  sworn  in  the  most  public  and  solemn  manner  to  dc  >1 
justice  without  fear  or  favour  ? Nay,  and  they  were  unanimous  irri 
this  their  presentment.  Surely  then  such  notice  was  public  enougtiii 
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and  sufficiently  showed  how  disagreeable  such  an  institution  was  to  the 
place  in  general,  and  that  the  jury  had  no  other  motive  but  the  public 
good,  which  I suppose  was  likewise  the  opinion  of  the  Bench,  for  they 
then  oidered  the  office  to  be  abolished  and  a g’cneral  liberty  granted 
for  selling  grain.  On  the  very  next  sitting  of  the  sessions, ^to  my 
g 1 eat  sui prise  and  concern,  this  affair  was  ag’niii  brought  up  and  the 
fact  that  the  scarcity  of  grain  continued,  was  made  the  foundation  for 
reintroducing  the  sole  hichardship.  Do  gentlemen  think  that  Bombay 
any  moie  than  any  other  place  is  to  be  exempt  from  calamities  of  this 
sort  ? Have  not  all  states  and  communities  suffered  snch  straights  at 
one  time  or  other  ? Bombay  has  often  suffered  from  want  of  grain.^Never 
that  I know  of  was  such  an  expedient  as  this  ever  thought  of  before. 
Much  milder  measures  I should  think  might  be  taken  to  assist  the  poor 
on  such  occasions  than  putting  it  into  one  man^s  power  to  oppress  the 
whole,  as  well  as  depriving  many  families  of  the  means  of  livelihood. 
However  one  of  the  Bench  changing  his  opinion,  the  voices  then  became 
e^iual  and  there  it  ought  to  have  rested.  TVliy  was  it  referred  ^ All 
civil  governments  are  in  the  hands  of  the  magistrates  whereof  (some  of) 
the  magistrates  are  the  government.  As  all  (the  magistrates)  were 
present  when  this  order  for  a general  liberty  for  selling  of  rice  was 
i given  it  became  an  act  of  the  government.  I do  not  doubt  it  would 
i have  been  thought  so  had  the  magistrates  set  aside  the  presentment. 

I Nor  at  a second  meeting  could  the  government  find  reason  to  make 
: any  alteration.  No  magistrate  can  of  himself  give  up  his  power  or 
: transfer  it  to  another.^  Therefore  such  a reference  must  seem  an  incon- 

• sisteney,  as  it  can  have  no  signification,  for  as  a Board  of  Council  I 
think  we  can  have  no  business  with  such  matters.  The  importation  of 

•,  batty  is  what  ought  to  be  most  looked  after  and  encouraged.  The 
I amount  imparted  and  not  the  sellers  in  the  bazar  must  influence 
:t  ie  price  of  rice.  The  abuses  mostly  apprehended  in  the  bazar  are  in 
till  quantity  and  quality  of  the  rice  vended.  This  the  clerk  of  the 
: market  is  to  see  to  y whose  business  likewise  it  is  to  fix  a price  daily 
tor  the  market,  according  to  what  it  sells  for  at  the  quays  or  Mandvi 
1 and  to  oblige  all  that  have  been  sellers,  to  bring  their  rice  to  the  public 
place  appointed,  or  oblige  them  to  sell  oT  their  present  stock  there  in 
^case  they  had  a mind  to  lay  down  the  business.  I imagine  if  some  such 
li  Liles  had  been  well  ob.mrved,  and  less  of  the  sole  ktichardship  been 
1 thought  of  we  should  not  have  had  half  this  clamour  about  it.  In  the 
Jdebates  here  on  this  affair  it  has  often  been  urged  that  the  more  sellers 
1 there  were  the  poor  would  have  the  more  chances  of  being  well  served, 
(which  reason  appears  to  me  very  natural  and  good,  and  has  always  had 
Its  force,  nor  have  I heard  of  any  to  countervail  it.  I think  the  practice 
I of  our  neighbours  should  have  had  no  weight  with  us  on  this  or  any  such 
» me  occasion.  Grod  forbid,  I say  that  Gentus  Moors  or  Portuguese 
(should  ever  be  made  our  examples  for  government,  whilst  we  have  our 
[ own  laws  in  force  amongst  us.  Besides  the  establishing  such  a post 
is  scile  supplier  is  in  my  oinnion  licensing  a monopoly  for  which  I am 
I'iure  it  must  appear  that  we  have  no  authority  but  on  the  contrary. 
iHiis  therefore  alone  I think  should  be  sufficient  reason  against  establish- 
‘,ng  such  an  office.  If  at  the  proper  time  annually  the  Company 

• vere  to  lay  in  about  two  thousand  mudds  of  batty  more  than  is 
■^vanted  fjr  their  own  people,  they  would  always  bo  able  to  assist  the 
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poor  on  these  occasions,  and  greatly  to  their  own  advantage.  To  relieve 
the  present  necessities  the  Company  are  the  properest  persons  and 
ought  now  to  buy  up  what  batty  they  can  as  soon  and  as  cheap  as 
possible  to  be  issued  out  o£  their  warehouses  to  one  of  their  servants 
in  unbeaten  rice,  to  be  by  him  sold  to  the  poor  and  labouring  people 
that  come  to  the  market.  Such  a profit  being  allowed  him  for  his 
trouble  as  shall  be  thought  reasonable,  but  that  all  others  should  have 
the  like  liberty  of  selling.  It  is  further  my  opinion  that  whatever  rules 
may  be  sanctioned  for  carrying  on  such  supply  they  ought  to  extend 
to  all  parts  of  this  island  where  rice  is  sold.  Otherwise  I apprehend 
there  may  be  room  for  fresh  complaints  at  a e[uarter  sessions.^ 

On  the  same  day  to  much  the  same  effect  wrote  Mr.  George 
Dudley  another  member  of  the  Board:  As  Mr.  Alunro  has  given 
his  reasons  in  writing  for  supporting  his  opinion  that  the  poor 
people  of.  Bombay  may  be  best  served  Avith  unbeaten  rice  by  one 
single  person  and  he  a European  unemployed  in  the  Honourable 
'Company's  service,  in  short  that  Mr.  EdAvard  Say  is  the  most, 
j^roper  man  for  such  an  office,  I beg  leave  to  differ  from  him  in 
judgment  and  to  offer  my  reasons,  not  only  against  the  person  he 
mentions,  but  also  ag*ainst  the  office  itself  if  exercised  by  any  one 
prAMe  person  or  set  of  people  AAdiatcA^er.  First  I hope  it  will  not 
be  thought  impertinent  or  be  taken  amiss  if  I presume  to  ask  the 
Board  Avhether  it  is  not  altogether  irregular  and  contrary  to  their  usual 
forms  for  any  single  member  to  give  his  AA^ritten  opinion  on  any  affair, 
Avhile  the  subject-matter  of  it  is  only  in  debate  and  not  brought  to  an 
issue.  And  Avhether  if  this  practice  should  be  alloAved,  it  may  not  create 
much  unnecessary  controversy  and  trouble  to  CA^ery  particular  member. 
The  act  of  the  majority  is  always  supposed  to  be  right  and  good  and 
therefore  needs  no  justification  ; it  is  the  minority  only  Avhose  opinions 
>seem  to  require  a A^indication  by  arguments  modestly  drawn  from 
reason  and  experience.  I think  it  is  generally  ag*reed  that  a set  of 
Aloonnen  AA^ere  the  people  aaEo  principally  supplied  the  market  AAdth 
unbeaten  rice  for  the  use  of  the  labouring  poor  by  retail,  and  that  these 
men  AA^ere  called  by  the  name  of  kctcJuivds ^ and  that,  AAdien  gTain  became 
scarce  and  dear,  some  complaints  are  said  to  have  been  made  of  their 
selling  rice  prA^ately  at  very  high  prices,  and  giving  the  people  less  in 
measure  or  quantity  than  they  ought  to  liavegiA^en.  These  complaints 
were  the  cause  of  the  Aloormen  being'  forbidden  to  exercise  the  office  of 
hachaniH.  Thereupon  Mr.  Edward  Say,  then  clerk  of  the  market, 
was  appointed  to  serve  the  poor  Avith  unbeaten  rice  in  the  bazar. 
To  enable  him  to  furnish  this  rice  a certain  quantity  Avas  allotted 
to  him  out  of  every  lioat  Avhich  came  to  the  Mandvi  or  custom  house 
for  sale  from  the  neighbouring  countries.  Some  Avas  also  given  from  the 
Honourable  Company's  warehouses  at  Avhat  was  called  the  market 
price.  Thus  both  the  offices  of  vender  and  of  clerk  of  the  market  con-  • 
tinned  under  the  management  and  direction  of  Air.  Say  until  the  ^ 
private  murmurs  of  the  people  induced  the  Grand  Jury  at  a Quarter 
Sessions  in  August  last  (1743)  to  present  that  the  said  office  Avhen  i 
exercised  by  one  single  person  or  set  of  people  AA^as  a great  grievance  and  I 
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Rardsliip  on  the  poor;  more  especially  as  that  person' was  at  the  same 
time  clerk  of  the  market.  Upon  this  the  justices  then  on  the  Bench 
ag-reed  and  ordered  that  the  market  should  be  laid  open  for  every- 
body to  buy  and  sell  rice  or  batty  freely  as  they  pleased  and  that  no 
one  man  or  set  of  men  should  engross  the  sale  of  it  to  them- 
selves. At  a following  Sessions  in  October  the  affair  was  further 
considered  by  the  justices  only.  And  they  apprehending  that  the  Presi- 
dent and  Council  might  be  better  able  to  provide  23roperly  for  the  poor 
than  any  private  man  or  set  of  men,  it  was  agreed  by  a majprity  to- 
take  off  the  excluding  clause  in  the  former  order  of  Sessions  and  leave 
the  matter  to  be  considered  and  settled  by  them  in  Council,  in  exj)ecta- 
tsion  I suppose  that  they  would  engage  to  provide  for  the  extraordinary 
occasions  of  the  poor  people  in  behalf  and  on  account  of  the  Honour- 
able Company,  and  that  in  the  meantime  the  market  should  continue 
to  be  free  and  open.  On  the  Srd  and  10th  of  last  month  (February 
174d)  the  President  and  Council  took  the  matter  into  their  considera- 
tion and  after  some  debate  it  was  agreed  by  a majority  that  they  would 
annually  provide  and  lay  in  about  two  thousand  madds  of  batty  for 
solely  supplying  the  poor  with  unbeaten  rice ; that  the  batty 
should  be  made  into  rice  on  the  Honourable  Company's  account  and! 
issued  out  to  the  person  or  persons  permitted  to  vend  it  in  the  bazdr,, 
he  or  they  jeaying  for  the  same  as  they  take  it  away  at  such  rates  as- 
batty  may  bear  at  the  custom  house  or  as  -shall  be  fixed  by  the  Governor 
and  Council,  allowing  him  or  them  one  ru2)ee  on  twelve  and  a half 
phards  of  unbeaten  rice* for  his  or  their  trouble  and  charges,  and  that 
all  other  persons  whatever  should  be  excluded  the  liberty  of  retailing- 
1 unbeaten  rice. 


As  I was  one  of  the  justices  on  the  Bench  who  thought  the  extra- 
ordinary occasions  and  necessities  of  the  j)oor  in  times  of  scarcity  might 
^ be  better  sup^died  by  the  Honourable  Com^oany  and  at  an  easier  rate 
1 than  by  Mr.  Say  or  the  old  kachards  or  by  any  body  else,  I consented 
I to  refer  the  manner  of  doing  it  to  be  considered  by  the  President  and 
I Council.  In  the  debate,  I gave  it  as  my  ojnnion  that  free  liberty 
i should  be  given  for  every  one*  to  sell  unbeaten  idee  that  chooses  to  make* 
it  their  trade  and  business  ; or  if  a general  license  was  not  aj)proved, 
j that  then  a certain  number  of  kachai  ds  chosen  from  among  the  black 
inhabitants  should  be  appointed  as  usual ; the  President  and 
) Council  to  issue  rice  only  on  extraordinary  occasions  when  the- 
[ hachards  were  unable  to  furnish  it  or  when  they  by  underhand  practices 
r imjiosed  upon  the  poor  ^leojile  ; and  for  that  purpose  to  lay  in  the  quantity 
•proposed  at  the  proper  season  of  the  year.  But  as  by  the  jirementioned 
i resolution  the  Board  have  confined  the  purchase  of  batty  for  the  bazar  use 
land  making  it  into  unbeaten  rice  to  the  Honourable  Comiiany  solely, 
land  the  vending  of  it  in  the  market  to  one  single  person,  and  he  under 
( no  obligation  of  rendering  any  account  to  the  President  and  Council  of 
gits  sale,  I must  beg  leave  to  dissent  from  that  resolution  of  Council  for 
uthe  following  eleven  reasons  : Firstly  I ajiprehended  two  thousand  mudds 
oi  batty  sufficient  only  for  the  occasions  of  the  qioor  in  times  of  plenty 
land  that  in  times  of  gr^at  scarcity  double  that  quantity  will  come 
:j  short  of  answering  the  calls  and  demands  on  the  Plonourable 
DCompanv.  Secondly  it  may  sometimes  happen  through  the  badness  of 
itlie  crop  in  the  ncighhonring  countries,  the  demand  for  grain  inland  or/ 


1 

i 


Chapter  11. 
Trade. 

Rice  for  the 
Poor, 
17i4. 

Mr.  Dudley'’ 8 
Vlcw^ 


[Historical 


44^  BOMBAY  TOWN 


Chapter  II- 
Trade- 

Rice  for  the 
Poor, 
1744. 

Mr.  Dudley's 
View. 


at  foreign  ports,  or  through  many  other  causes  not  easy  to  foresee  or 
account  for,  that  batty  cannot  be  had  in  such  plenty  as  our  occasions 
may  require,  and  by  this  means  the  President  and  Council  be  rendered 
unable  to  comply  with  their  engagements  of  fully  supplying  the  poor. 
In  such  cases  I apprehend  there  will  be  a general  clamour  against  the 
Government,  and  no  way  left  of  quieting  the  people  when  they  are 
starving  for  hunger,  but  by  purchasing  rice  at  exorbitant  rates  and 
issuing  it  out  to  them  at  a great  loss  to  the  Honourable  Company  which 
can  be  avoided  only  by  keeping  ourselves  disengaged  from  the  obliga- 
tion of  supplying  the  public  wants  on  all  emergencies.  Thirdly  the 
person  who  may  be  appointed  kachara  is  not  obliged  to  render  any 
account  sale  of  his  rice  to  the  President  and  Council  or  to  the  public 
whereby  a door  is  left  open  for  a bad  man  to 'defraud  the  poor  people 
in  a very  high  degree  without  a possibility  of  his  being  ever  detected 
and  to  prejudice  the  Honourable  Company  by  selling  his  own  rice  at 
such  times  as  batty  is  to  be  purchased  here  or  in  the  neighbourhood  at 
lower  rates  than  the  Honourable  Company  give  for  theirs,  and  demand 
from  their  warehouse  large  quantities  only  when  he  can  get  rice 
nowhere  else  so  cheap.  Fourthly  I apprehend  when  batty  is  plenty, 
and  the  poor  people  can  get  rice  elsewhere  cheaper  than  the  President 
and  Council  may  think  fit  to  issue  it  out  to  the  sole  vendor,  the 
poor  will  comp)lain  of  hardships  and  impositions  on  them  by  their 
being  forced  contrary  to  their  interest  and  inclination  to  buy  it  of 
the  said  vendor  at  an  advanced  price.  Fifthly  the  buyers  of  batty  at 
the  custom  house  will  thereby  be  greatly  lessened  in  number  by  so 
considerable  a part  of  its  consumption  being  put  under  the 
management  of  one  person.  Though  this  may  keep  the  price 
down  for  a little,  it  can  never  hold  long  nor  answer  the  public 
occasions  in  general.  On  the  contrary  it  must,  I should  think, 
prevent  in  a great  degree  the  importation  of  rice,  and  raise  the  price 
higher  than  ever  on  the  whole  consumption  of  the  place.  For  when 
our  neighbours  find  the  freedom  of  the  port  in  some  measure 
obstructed  and  taken  awa}^  from  them  as  well  as  from  our  own 
people,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Honourable  Company  or  any 
single  person,  they  will,  as  was  the  case  last  year  and  has  been  the 
case  this  season  to  the  detriment  of  the  Honourable  Company’s 
customs,  undoubtedly  look  out  for  other  markets  and  export  baity 
themselves  to  foreign  places  instead  of  bringing  it  hither.  Sixthly 
this  order  may  probably  occasion  the  President  and  Council  to  fix  a 
price  at  the  Mandvi  for  batty  in  general  agreeable  to  former 
precedents  and  with  a view  to  get  it  cheap  for  making  unbeaten 
rice.  But  as  I imagine  such  orders  by  hindering  the  importation 
in  the  end  rather  increase  than  lessen  the  price,  I am  averse  to 
every  thing  that  may  give  cause  for  renewing  that  practice.  When 
batty  is  plenty  on  the  island  it  will  be  cheap ; in  time  of  scarcity 
it  must  be  dear.  I should  therefore  think  all  possible  means  ought  to  > 
be  used  to  encourage  our  neighbours  to  import  rice.  Nothing, 
appears  to  me  more  effectual  for  that  purpose  than  a general  toleration 
for  a free  and  open  market,  unclogged  of  all  restraining  orders  and 
indulgences  to  particular  people.  When  a sufficient  quantity  is' 
secured  to  supply  the  occasions  of  the  inhabitants  for  a full  year,* 
then  and  not  before,  I apprehend,  you  will  be  enabled  with  safety  to 
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yourselves  to  issue  out  the  necessary  orders  for  lowering  the  price, 
if  such  orders  should  ever  be  deemed  necessary.  To  think  of 
lowering  the  price  with  empty  granaries,  appears  to  me  very  extra- 
ordinary and  indeed  altogether  impracticable.  Instead  of  answering 
the  intended  purpose,  it  must  reduce  the  people  to  great  straights 
and  raise  the  price  still  higher.  Seventhly  I imagine  every  end 
and  design  may  be  fully  and  better  answered  by  the  Honourable 
Company  keeping  a warehouse  in  common  with  others_,  always 
open  for  the  poor  people  to  resort  co  at  all  times  of  their  own  free 
will,  and  at  the  same  time  grant  permission  that  unbeaten  rice  may 
be  sold  by  any  person  or  persons  who  choose  to  make  it  their  busi- 
ness or  at  least  that  a certain  number  of  hachards  chosen  from 
amongst  the  black  inhabitants  may  have  liberty  to  open  shops  for 
the  sale  of  it  likewise  and  the  people  to  purchase  where  they  please. 
This  will  be  doing  the  poor  substantial  service  and  fence  them 
against  the  secret  practices  and  impositions  of  the  kachards  if  they 
should  attempt  to  cheat  or  impose  upon  them.  Nor  will  it  in  anywise 
prejudice  the  Honourable  Company,  as  their  batty,  if  not  vended  in 
the  bazar,  may  be  served  out  to  the  marine  and  garrison.  Also  in  case 
of  surplus  one  year,  a less  quantity  may  be  purchased  the  succeeding 
year  and  no  inconvenience  will  arise  from  it,  as  batty,  if  taken  proper 
care  of,  will  keep  very  well  for  two  years  successively.  At  the  same 
time  I presume  the  Honourable  Company  will  never  want  customers, 
as  by  the  advantage  of  ready  money  lying  always  in  their  treasury, 
they  must  be  enabled  to  buy  at  the  best  hand  and  afford  to  sell 
as  cheap  or  cheaper  than  any  of  the  rice  sellers  on  the  island. 
Mghthly  the  former  kachards  will  by  this  order  be  deprived  of  the 
means  of  a subsistence  for  themselves  and  families  in  the  way  of 
business  they  have  been  brought  up  to.  And  as  by  old  age  or  infirmi- 
I ties,  some  of  them  may  be  rendered  incapaple  of  following  any  other 
I employ,  a little  compassion  seems  due  to  them  ; and  although,  they 
[ may  have  been  faulty  and  have  imposed  on  the  poor,  I hope  it  will  not 
I be  thought  that  they  deserve  so  very  severe  a chastisement  as  this 
; order  inflicts.  Fines  and  corporal  punishment  are  what  they  are 
1 liable  to  when  couvicted  by  the  orders  of  sessions  now  in  force,  and  as 
) those  fines  are  given  to  the  clerk  of  the  market,  it  may  be  supposed 
1 he  looks  carefully  after  them.  Ninthly  the  Company  have  very  little 
1 batty  in  their  warehouses  which  renders  them  incapableof  supplying 
1 the  market  with  unbeaten  rice  and  consequently  the  present  juncture 
i is  a very  improper  time  for  putting  the  order  in  execution.  Tenthly 
I I apprehend  one  shop  cannot  serve  the  number  of  people  that 
. daily  come  to  market  with  the  despatch  and  convenience  that 
I are  requisite  and  necessary.  I have  been  told  that,  when  he  had 
c the  sole  disposal  of  the  unbeaten  rice,  above  one  thousand  people  were 
f sometimes  at  Mr.  Say’s  warehouse  crowding  together  and  that  to 
d their  great  detriment  by  loss  of  time  many  of  them  were  obliged  to 
wait  several  hours  before  they  could  be  served  ; also  that  one  or  two 
j people  were  much  hurt  and  maimed  by  the  throng  and  their 
; lives  endangered.  A greater  number  of  shops  seems  therefore 
I highly  convenient  and  proper.  Eleventhly  the  reason  assigned  for 
I referring  the  consideration  how  the  poor  might  be  best  served 
f<  with  unbeaten  rice  from  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  to  the 
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President  and  CounGil_,  was  that  tli©  latter  iniglit  possibly  tliiuk  fit 
to  take  it  into  their  hands  on  the  Honourable  Company’s  account. 
But  as  this  order  of  Council  makes  the  property  of  it  absolutely 
belong  to  the  hachara  exclusive  of  the  Honourable  Company,  I aim 
of  opinion  the  public  grievance,  as  presented  by  the  Grand  Jury,: 
continues  still  uuredressed  in  the  most  material parts^ of  it;  and  that 
if  any  future  Grand  Jury  should  again  present  it  at  a succeeding- 
Sessions,  the  Justices- of  the  Peace  cannot  by  their  oath  avoid  taking 
cognizance  thereof  and  order  how  the  market  shalf  be  most  convex 
niently  supplied  with  rice  for  the  benefi^tof  the  poor.- 

These  are  my  reasons  against  engrossingthe  sale  of  unbeaten  rice;, 
in  which  I have  been  more  particular  as  my  objections  lie  chieHy 
against  the  office.  However  as  that  has  been  carried  by  a majority 
of  votes,  it  remains  to  consider  who  shall  be  appointed  for  serving’ 
it  out.  And  as  two  other  gentlemen  of  the  Board  seem  to  think  a 
European  the  most  proper  person  and  point  out  Mr.  Edward  Say 
for  the  employ,  I beg  liberty  to  offer  my  opinion  to  the  contrary 
and  to  say  something  in  answer  to  what  they  and  Mr.  Munro  have* 
set  forth  in  writing  on  this  occasion.  If  the  rice  was  to  be  sold  for 
the  Honourable  Company’s  account  in  the  bazar  and  an  account 
given  in  monthly  of  its  sale  to  this  Board,  as  I think  it  ought  to  be,-, 
then  a European  would  be  very  proper  for  the  employ.  But,  as  the 
person  to  be  appointed  for  issuing  it  out  is  to  sell  the  rice  in  tho' 
market  as  his  own  property,  and  to  render  no  account  of  its  sale,  E 
am  of  opinion  that  a European  is  the  most  improper  man  for  such 
an  office,  because  the  poor  people  will  suffer  themselves  to  be  greatly 
injured  and  oppressed  rather  than  complain  against  him ; more 
especially  if  he  happens  to  be  a man  of  figure  and  is  or  has  been  in 
any  considerable  station  in  the  Honourable  Companyh  service.  And 
although  the  greatest  part  of  those  at  present  on  the  island  may  be- 
very  just  and  upright  men,  yet  it  is  not  impossible  but  some* 
few  might  too  much  regard  their  own  interest,  were  they  tempted, 
to  it  by  such  an  opportunity  as  this  trust,  void  of  account,  must  put 
into  their  hands.  If  any  European  is  appointed  I think  nonm 
but  a covenant  servant  to  the  Honourable  Company  ought  to  be- 
employed.  Because  the  rice  may  in  some  sort  b©  said  to  belong  to 
our  Honourable  Masters  as  they  issue  it  to  the  kacJiara  and  no< 
concerns  of  theirs  can,  by  their  own  orders,,  be  transacted  by  anv 
one  not  under  covenants  to  them  except  in  cases  where  the  circum- 
stances of  affairs  render  it  impracticable  to  be  avoided.  The- 
covenanted  servants  are  under  a double  tie  to  do  the  Company 
justice  and  must  be  supposed  to  have  the  prosperity  of  their 
settlement  more  at  heart  than  a man  who  resides  here  for  the  service 
and  benefit  of  himself  onl}^,  as  all  uncovenanted  servants  do.  As- 
to  Mr.  Edward  Say  in  particular  he  is  already  clerk  of  the  market 
and  by  his  office  obliged  to  inspect  into  the  conduct  and  behaviour- 
of  the  kcLchciTtis  to  see  that  they  sell  no  rice  privately  or  at  extor- 
tionate rates  nor  make  use  of  false  measures.  In  short  he  is  to  see- 
that  the  poor  people  have  justice  done  them  by  the  kachavds  and 
not  suffer  them  to  be  misused  and  oppressed  in  any  respect  what-- 
ever.  He  is  therefore  the  most  improper  man  in  the  place  to  be  the- 
Ji<ic]iavci  himself,  since  the  two  offices  thereby  become  incoinpa-- 
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tible  with  each  other  and  cannot  be  executed  with  impartiality  by 
one  and  the  same  person.  Admitting  he  should  resign  and  quit 
his  post  as  clerk  of  the  market^  1 still  think  he  ought  not  to  be 
employed  as  sole  kachara,  because,  though  many  private  complaints 
were  made  of  him  when  he  exercised  that  office  before,  the  people 
chose  rather  to  suffer  than  accuse  him  publicly.  I have  nothing  to 
say  against  his  diligence  and  application.  I believe  he  may  not  be 
wanting  in  those  qualities  because  he  was  well  rewarded  for  them,  and 
any  failure  therein  would  have  been  a great  loss  to  himself  as  his 
profits  depended  on  the  sale  of  a large  quantity  of  rice.  At  the  same 
time  I have  no  reason  to  doubt  but  there  are  numbers  of  the 
Honourable  Companyks  covenant  servants  as  well  adapted  for  the 
post  as  Mr.  Say  is ; and  that  they  would  apply  to  it  as  diligently  as  ever 
he  did  with  less  advantage  than  he  enjoyed.  None  of  them,  I 
dare  say,  would  scruple  to  render  an  account  to  the  President  and 
Council  of  the  quantity  sold  and  the  price  received  for  it,  nor  think- 
it  a dishonour  or  reflection  on  their  characters  that  such  an  account 
should  be  required  from  them  without  which  it  is  impossible  to 
know  wdiether  the  Honourable  Company  and  the  public  are  well  or 
ill  served,  I have  one  objection  more  to  Mr,  fiay  which  your  own 
lecoids  so  fully  explain  that  to  mention  the  particulars  would  be 
: painful  to  me  and  give  you  unnecessary  trouble  • nor  should  I have 
hinted  at  his  past  misconduct,  had  not  my  duty  to  the  Honourable 
Company  and  the  public  called  upon  me  to  say  something  in  vin- 
dication of  my  opinion  for  not  employing  him  as  recommended  by 
Messrs,  Howard,  Owen,  and  Munro, 


ihe  reasons  Mr.  Munro  is  pleased  to  assign  for  the  rise  and  fall  of 
batty  appear  to  me  mighty  trivial.  I wonder  much  how  any  gentleman 
I can  coolly  and  deliberately  ascribe  such  material  effects  to  such  trlfiino' 
; causes.  The  sum  of  money  annually  laid  out  on  this  island  in  the 
purchase  of  batty  for  use  and  exportation  by  a moderate  computation 
. ,seldom  falls  short  of  Rs.  2,50,000  and  often  amounts  to  much  more. 
To  say  that  a few  inconsiderable  black  kachards  or  retailino'  rice- 
I sellers  of  very  little  substance  and  credit  were  able  to  influence  the 
i price  of  batty  in  the  manner  and  to  the  degree  he  sets  forth  under  his 
5 hand,  must  surely  astonish  everybody  that  reads  his  account  of  it 
I am  told  that  the  Brahmans  of  Bassein  Salsette  and  Kalvan  have 
1 engrossed  great  quantities  to  themselves  and  that  they  export  to 
J ather  places  and  thereby  keep  up  the  price  of  it  higher  than  usual 
i ihe  same  gentleman  is  also  pleased  to  give  it  as  his  opinion  that  rice 
i may  be  as  well  supplied  by  one  person  as  tobacco  and  arrack.  In  this  he 
; seems  to  forget,  or  not  enough  to  consider,  that  rice  is  the  chief  support 
ot  the  poor  people  and  that  none  of  them  can  subsist  long  without 
. it.  Further  as  this  island  produces  very  little  rice  of  its  own  growth  any 
[ imposition  m the  sale  of  it  Avould  undoubtedly  create  general  discontent 
1 and  perhaps  occasion  ,many  of  the  labouring  poor  to  leave  the  place 
'Whereas  tobacco  and  arrack  are  things  not  absolutely  needful  to  support 
mature,  and  the  farming  or  monopolizing  of  them  is  only  raisino-  a 
Hax  on  the  luxury  of  the  people^  Avliich  is  practiced  more  or  less  in  all 
I countries  in  order  for  securing  with  ease  and  certainty  the  revenue  thev 
I bring  to  the  Government.  But  as  our  Honourable  Masters  have  not 
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yet,  nor  I hope  ever  will,  lay  any  severe  tax  or  duty  on  batty  or  rice 
like  what  a farm  must  produce,  I presume  there  can  be  no  good  and 
sound  reason  for  confining  the  sale  of  part  of  it  to  one  single  person. 

I had  prepared  these  reasons  for  my  dissent  from  the  minutes  of 
Council.  But  as  the  Consultations  have  been  since  drawn  out  and  read 
at  the  table,  I find  myself  under  a necessity  of  adding  a few  words 
more.  It  is  said  in  the  Consultation  of  the  3rd  of  February  (1744)  that 
the  kachards  obliged  themselves  to  supply  the  bazar  with  unbeaten  rice 
at  all  events  and  that  in  times  of  scarcity  they  never  had  a stock  sufficient 
for  the  purpose  which  obliged  the  Honourable  Company  to  purchase  abi’oad, 
whereby  it  is  said  the  Company  have  generally  been  sufferers.  I must 
own  I never  before  heard  it  said  that  the  kachards  were  obliged  to  serve 
the  bazar  at  all  events.  Unless  some  security  was  taken  for  their  perfor- 
mance of  such  an  obligation,  I wonder  any  one  could  expect  that  men  in 
their  circumstances  should  be  able  to  fulfil  their  engagements  when 
batty  became  scarce  and  dear.  I wish  the  President  and  Council  may 
not  sometimes  find  difficulty  in  it,  much  less  the  kachards.  I am 
also  surprised  to  hear  that  the  Flonourable  Company  have  been  sufferers 
by  supplying  the  bazdr.  I am  sure  they  gained  considerably  by  what 
they  sold  out  last  year  ; and  if  they  suffered  a loss  by  what  they 
formerly  bought  at  Scindy,  many  reasons  may  be  assigned  for  it.  I 
believe  profit  has  generally  appeared  on  the  batty  bought  in  the  neigh- 
bouring countries  and  I hope  the  President  and  Council  will  not  often 
be  necessitated  to  send  to  Scindy  and  Mangalor  for  rice.  If  they 
should,  I presume  a loss  will  seldom  arise  from  purchases  made  there 
sufficient  to  overbalance  the  gains  on  batty  bought  here,  as  imported 
from  Salsette  and  other  places.  I have  moreover  been  told  that  other 
people  as  well  as  the  Moormen  kachards  used  to  sell  unbeaten  rice  and 
that  the  kachards  had  not  an  exclusive  privilege  for  vending  it  in  the 
bazar.  And  whereas  the  said  Consultation  seems  to  lay  the  stress  of  the 
debates  more  on  the  nomination  of  a person  to  serve  out  the  rice  than  on 
the  manner  of  laying  it  in  and  vending  it,  I therefore  for  myself  take 
this  occasion  to  declare  solemnly  that  I have  no  particular  inclination  to 
favour  any  one  man  or  set  of  men  more  than  another,  otherwise  than 
as  I think  them  qualified  by  long  service  to  the  Company,  capacity, 
diligence,  and  honesty.  No  consideration  whatever  shall  bias  me  to 
give  my  vote  in  so  material  an  affair  as  this  appears  to  be,  for  any 
person  or  persons  but  such  as  are  generally  esteemed  men  of  unblemished 
characters  especially  when  they  are  to  render  no  account  of  their  trust 
and  management  to  the  President  and  Council  or  to  the  public.  And 
as  the  declared  advantages  of  Re.  1 on  every  muda  of  batty  will  make  the 
office  or  post  of  kachara  exceed  in  profit  most  places  on  the  island,  I 
cannot  doubt  but  there  are  abundance  of  the  Honourable  Company's 
servants  very  willing  to  accept  of  it.  If  none  of  them  have 
applied  for  it,  I must  think  somebody  ought  to  be  appointed  by  the 
President  and  Council,  as  it  is  a business  wherein  the  Honourable 
Company  are  greatly  interested  in  respect  to  the  due  and  just  execution 
of  it.  All  the  objections  against  the  old  kachards  of  selling  privately 
in  the  night  by  false  measures  and  at  what  prices  they  pleased  and 
also  of  issuing  out  bad  rice,  must  lie  much  stronger  against  a sole 
kachara  who  is  a European  or  Native  Christian.  He  will  have  no 
rivals  or  competitors  to  under-sell  him  nor  any  other  inspector  than  they 
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had.  And,  as  I said  before,  the  j^oor  people  will  be  averee  to  complain  of 
a Eui’opean  whereas  complaints  were  often  made  of  the  Moormen 
to  the  clerk  of  the  market  who  was  doubtless  ready  to  hear  them  and  to 
fine  the  offenders,  since  the  said  fines  are  given  to  himself  as  a 2}erquisite 
of  his  office.  The  reason  why  I proposed  the  warehouse-keeper  should 
get  the  batty  made  into  unbeaten  rice,  was  to  prevent  any  fraud  in 
the  sole  kachara  or  person  appointed  to  sell  it  out  to  the  poor,  who  if  a 
bad  man  might  make  a nruda  of  batty  jDroduce  him  fourteen  or  fifteen 
phards  by  not  cleansing  or  grinding  it  to  a proper  standard,  clear  of 
husk  and  dirt.  I hope  the  i)roposition  will  not  be  attended  with  any 
inconvenience  so  as  to  require  a future  remedy.  If  it  should  I shall 
I^e  very  ready  to  retract  my  proposal  and  come  into  any  other  method 
that  may  be  esteemed  more  for  the  public  benefit.  I must  crave 
liberty  to  make  another  proposition  to  this  Honourable  Board  which  is 
that  the  daily  rates  or  prices  of  batty  at  the  custom  house,  as  also  the 
l^u’ices  fixed  on  unbeaten  rice  by  the  President  and  Council,  be  declared 
2^ubliely  in  the  English  and  country  languages  by  a written  p)a2)er 
afiixed  every  morning  (or  as  often  as  the  j)riees.  chang^e)  on  the  custom 
house  gates,  for  the  information  of  the  2)nblic  and  as  a guide  to  the 
justices  of  die  ^leace  in  the  execution  of  their  office,  when  com2)laints 
come  before  them  against  the /mc/mra.  Unless  the  price  of  unbeaten 
rice  is  daily  ascertained  and  communicated  to  the  public,  it  will  be  known 
to  very  few  with  any  exactness  excej)t  the  custom  master  and  the 
peojfie  belonging  to  his  office.  Consequently  the  buyers  of  the  said 
unbeaten  rice  will  be  rendered  unable  to  judgn  whether  the 
demanded  from  them  by  the  kachara  is  the  same  that  he  is  jiermitted 
to  take  or  whether  he  exceeds  the  price  fixed.  Moreover  if  the  rates 
of  batty  and  rice  are  not  brought  to  such  a public  certainty,  no  2)ublic 
and  open  complaint  can  so  well  be  made,  nor  justice  so  im^iartially 

and  quickly  administered,  as  the  market  price  changes  sometimes  twice 
a day.i  ^ 

A week  later,  the  23rd  March  1744,  Mr.  Thomas  Marsh  wrote  to  the 
President  : As  the  rest  of  the  Members  have  all  addressed  this 
Boaid  with  regard  to  the  kachara  business,  I shall  likewise  give  my 
reasons  (but  with  all  brevity)  why  I am  for  the  method  proposed  for 
supjilying  the  ^ bazar  with  unbeaten  rice.  It  is  I believe  pretty 
, evident  that  whilst  the  supply  was  in  their  hands,  the  Moormen  kachards 
\ did  grievously  oi^jmess  the  p)oor  and  I apjorehend  if  a general  liberty 
should  bo  granted  (or  in  other  terms  kachards  be  multi2)lied)  the  thing 
] must  be  still  worse,  for  the  clerk  of  the  market  whose  duty  it  is  could 
: not  so  well  inspect  over  a large  number  as  a few,  and  this  it  may  be 
j presumed  was  the  reason  why  a set  of  men  were  first  ajipointed.  It  is 
i likewise  evident  that  the  Honourable  Com2)any  have  in  times  of  scarcity 
( been  obliged  to  issue  batty  out  of  their  own  warehouses  for  sup2)lying 
j the  market.  Indeed  this  was  the  case  no  longer  ago  than  the  last 
3 season.  Why  then,  as  they  will  know  the  ex2)ense,  shall  they  not  be  at 
['  some  certainty  in  disjiosing  of  the  quantity  they  so  jirovide  (over  and 
K above  what  is  wanted  for  the  current  service)  by  issuing  it  at  all 
n times,  when  their  warehouses  will  have  a due  clearance.  As  to  a 
n single  2)GrsoiPs  being  aj)p>ointed,  who  is  at  the  same  time  clerk  of  the 
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market,  I am  as  much  against  it  as  any  member  o£  this  Board.  Nor 
was  I the  last  to  make  the  objection,  though  when  Mr.  Say  was  first 
nominated,  it  was  owing  I believe  to  his  being  in  that  very  post, 
his  predecessors  liaving  generally  been  pitched  upon  in  times  o£  scarcity 
to  deliver  out  batty  for  supplying  the  bazdr.  He  indeed  had  considera- 
tion for  his  trouble,  and  they  had  not.  Still  I say  I looked  upon 
this  as  a temporary  expedient  only.  As  we  are  unanimous  on  this  point 
it  will  be  needless  to  say  more.  This  I mention  only  as  I think 

too  much  stress  seems  to  be  laid  by  some  with  regard  to  his  first 

introduction.  If  any  one  or  more  should  be  named  that  may  be 
judged  proper  for  the  service,  and  he  or  they  under  a fit  inspection,  I 
imagine  it  will  very  much  conduce  to  the  poor  people  being  well 
served.  If  it  should  be  thought  that  the  warehouse  keepers  not 
making  the  issue  in  batty  but  in  rice  (at  twelve  and  a half  phards  to 
the  miicla)  may  be  a still  farther  cheek  and  better  secure  to  the  poor 

clean  and  good  provision,  I can  readily  agree  to  that  too.  The  only 

objection  lies  in  the  difference  of  batty,  as  some  will  answer  twelve  and 
Sihali  phards  oi  rice,  some  scarcely  eleven.  However,  if  any  incon- 
venience should  hereafter  be  found  in  the  whole  or  any  part  of  this 
regulation,  we  can  either  entirely  set  it  aside  or  make  such  alterations 
as  may  appear  necessary.  As  to  our  Honourable  Masters  furnishing 
the  grain  for  a constancy  they  will  doubtless,  when  apprised  of  it,  give 
us  their  commands  with  relation  thereto.  In  the  interim  I hope  such 
care  will  be  taken  that  they  are  no  sufferers  by  it  but  the  contrary. 
As  it  was  asked  by  one  of  the  members  of  this  Board  why  Mahim 
should  not  be  i)ut  under  the  same  regulation  as  Bombay,  I then  gave 
my  reasons  verl)ally  why  I thought  it  inconvenient  or  rather  detri- 
mental. I thought  that  gentleman  and  all  the  rest  did  me  the  credit 
to  accept  my  explanation.  But  finding  it  hinted  at  by  another  member 
in  the  address  he  has  given  in,  I must  now  beg  leave  to  repeat  in  writing 
what  I then  advanced,  namely,  that  the  poor  of  Mahim  are  in  a 
good  measure  supplied  with  unbeaten  rice  daily  brought  over  in  the 
passage  boat  by  the  Kunbis  of  Waiii.  And  as,  the  labour  being  their 
own,  the  Kunbis  generally  sell  at  easier  rates  than  our  people,  the 
Icachara  trade  there  is  of  itself  fallen  to  little  or  nothing  in  comparison 
of  what  it  was  before  I encouraged  this  method.  This  then  being  an 
advantage  the  poor  of  that  place  enjoy  purely  by  their  situation  why 
should  they  be  deprived  of  it  or  why  should  any  thing*  be  taken  from 
the  passage  revenue  now  in  the  Company'’ s own  hands.  These  reasons 
and  not  any  private  views  of  my  own  weighed  with  me  to  give  my 
opinion  as  I then  did.  For  I can  make  it  appear  the  whole  quantity 
of  batty  I supplied  the  kachards  last  season  when  there  was  a remarkable 
scarcity  amounted  to  no  more  than  Rs.  112  and  I never  yet  thought 
of  keeping  a dirty  boteek  (botique  or  stall)  in  the  bazar  to  sell  out  rice 
by  the  tlpari  (half  ser) . This  I mention  only  to  show  how  little  I am 
inclined  to  make  advantages  in  such  way  as  well  as  to  wipe  off  the 
seeming  inconsistency  of  "the  same  methods  not  being  put  in  practice 
at  both  places.^ 

In  a minute  of  the  3rd  April  1744,  the  Honourable  Mr.  William 
Wake  President  and  Governor  thus  summarised  the  different  views  ; 
The  dissents  delivered  in  Council  the  28th  February  and  16th  and  24th 
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ultimo  seem  to  agree  in  the  following  particulars.  That  there  ought 
to  be  a general  license  for  selling  unbeaten  rice  to  the  poor;  that 
the  Honourable  Company  lay  in  two  thousand  mud  as  of  batty  for 
emergencies  ; that  a Company's  servant  be  employed  to  distribute  the 
rice;  and  that  Mr.  Say  is  an  improj^er  person  for  the  employ.  Although 
the  Consultation  of  3rd  February  contains  all  that  is  necessary  to  say  on 
this  subject^  yet  as  the  gentlemen  have  been  at  some  trouble  and  pains, 

I shall  here  take  notice  of  what  is  most  material  in  their  letters.  If  a 
general  license  were  allowed  no  one  particular  person  is  obliged  to  make 
^ provision  for  the  poor  in  the  scarce  and  rainy  season.  Many  abuses 
may  ensue  from  a number  of  kachards  and  it  must  be  confessed  that 
one  or  a few  men  can  be  more  narrowly  watched  and  more  easily  detected 
than  many.  If  the  Honourable  Comj^any  lay  in  two  thousand  mudds 
of  batty  it  is  but  just  and  reasonable  they  should  be  certain  of  vending 
it  and  not  run  the  risk  of  its  rotting  in  warehouse.  For  though  rice^ 
may  possibly  keep  two  years  (as  is  said)  extraordinary  care  must  be 
taken;  and  besides  the  loss  of  damage  will  occur  as  usual.  I would 
never  agree  to  the  proposal  in  one  of  the  dissents  that  the  surplus  of  the 
batty  laid  in  for  the  poor  should  after  long  keejung  be  issued  out  to 
the  military  and  marine.  Our  troops  must  justly  think  themselves  ill 
used  to  be  obliged  to  take  old  grain  instead  of  new,  and  to  be  put  off 
with  the  refuse  of  the  poor.  M hen  the  grain  is  received  from  the 
warehouse,  and  paid  for,  the  property  is  altered  and  consequently  the 
Honourable  Company  hath  nothing  further  to  do  with  it ; therefore 
one  of  their  servants  ought  not  to  be  employed,  as  salary  and  diet  money 
aie  intended  for  real  and  not  for  imaginary  service.  Mr.  Say  has  his 
diligence  and  capacity  to  recommend  him  of  which  he  has  already 
given  sufficient  proof.  One  of  the  gentlemen  seems  to  me  mistaken  in 
ns  leason  for  the  high  price  of  batty  last  year,  which  was  certainly 
o\\ing  to  the  great  exportation  in  the  beginning  of  the  season,  nor  is 
his  calculation  of  ten  mudds  a day  to  be  depended  upon,  as  it  is  much 
more  probable  half  the  quantity  will  be  sufficient  since  from  October 
to  April  three  mudds  a day  will  supply  the  bazar.  Although 
another  of  the  gentlemen  dissents  from  the  regulation  agreed  upon,  he 
IS  tor  extending  it  to  other  places  on  the  island,  which  I shall  readily 
come  into  if  it  is  thought  necessary,  or  if  the  same  frauds  have  been 
cornmitted  there  as  have  been  practised  here.  It  was  always  intended  ‘ 
and  of  ten  mentioned  that  the  person  or  persons  who  may  be  permitted 
to  clistiibute  the  rice,  must  be  under  the  inspection  of  the  clerk  of  the 
maiket  as  particularly  expressed  in  the  abovementioned  Consultation ; 
so  that  these  offices  are  to  be  separate.  Nor  is  the  office  of  kaehara  or 
sellei  of  rice  a new  thing  as  some  pretend.  Our  registers  show  that 
the  cleik  of  the  market  has  heretofore  been  a^^pointed  in  a time  of 
scarcity  in  like  manner  as  Mr.  Say  was  lately ; and  Rupji  Dhanji  acted 
as  such  for  some  time  by  the  late  Presidents  order.  The  clerk  of  the 
maiket  s business  inust  be  to  prevent  all  manner  of  extortions  and  to  see 
that  the  poor  have  justice  done  them  in  every  respect  and  on  necessary 
occasions  to  apply  to  one  of  the  justices.  If  it  is  convenient  to  have 
more  warehouses,  he  must  give  proper  attendance  and  it  must  be  his 
duty  likewise  to  notify  the  prices  as  often  as  may  be  found  necessary. 

e vendor  of  rice  will  have  no  more  than  the  customary  allowance  for 
ns  chai  ge  and  trouble  and  the  Honourable  Company  will  gain  whatever 
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the  grain  is  valued  at  more  than  prime  cost.  I shall  willingly  agree  to 
a monthly  account  being  laid  before  the  Board  of  the  quantity  and  price 
it  is  sold  at  to  the  poor,  though  that  cannot  differ  from  our  warehouse 
accounts.  From  both  of  those  we  shall  exactly  know  Avhat  the 
consumption  may  be,  and  so  provide  accordingly.  This  I doubt  not 
may  be  done  without  raising  the  price  at  the  Mdndvi  any  more  than 
our  provision  for  our  garrisons  has  done.  Indeed  why  should  it  or 
how  can  it  prevent  importation  or  obstruct  the  freedom  of  the  port, 
as  the  usual  consumption  will  not  be  in  the  least  altered  ? Nor  is  there 
any  greater  reason  to  fear  a clamour  in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other. 

Batty  must  be  bought  in  the  usual  manner,  that  is  as  cheap  as  we 
can.  When  we  hx  a price  it  will  be  upon  what  we  Irave  laid  in 
not  upon  nhat  comes  daily  in  for  sale,  which  latter  any  person  may 
purchase  .on  the  best  terms  he  can,  as  has  ever  been  done.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  we  shall  soon  find  means  to  supply  the  poor  and  the  fixing  upon 
officers  cannot  be  thought  improper.  I must  think  very  little  compas- 
sion is  due  to  the  Icachards  from  their  former  bad  practices  especially 
as  this  is  not  a trade,  and  consequently  neither  requires  time  nor 
application  to  learn,  and  the  same  number  of  poor  must  be  employed 
in  grinding  the  rice  as  usual.  We  all  know  the  Honourable  Company 
suffered  greatly  not  long  ago  by  endeavouring  to  supply  the  place  with 
rice,  which  may  be  the  case  again  if  a proper  and  timely  provision  is 
not  made  for  the  poor,  who  always  have  and  will  depend  upon  Govern- 
ment for  a supply.  It  is  likewise  certain  that  much  greater  loss  was 
sustained  some  years  past  than  that  mentioned  by  one  of  the  gentlemen 
ill  the  Scindy  rice  for  the  balance  of  which  many  of  the  kachards  were 
imprisoned  by  a former  Governor.  However  care  was  taken  that  there 
was  a gain  on  what  was  issued  from  the  warehouse  last  season,  at  the 
same  time  that  the  poor  were  relieved,  which  probably  would  not  have 
been  the  case  had  the  kachards  been  trusted  in  any  shape.  I am 
credibly  informed  that  upon  some  former  institution  this  set  of  people 
obliged  themselves  to  supply  the  bazar,  which  it  is  reasonable  to  believe 
as  they  Avere  the  only  sellers,  and  they  have  never  been  absolved  from  it 
that  I could  learn.  It  is  well  known  tliat  a particular  set  of  men  only 
have  for  many  years  acted  as  kachards  under  the  inspection  of  the  clerk 
of  the  market ; and  ho  by  authority  gave  them  power  to  act.  If  any 
complaints  were  made  sure  no  one  of  the  justices  would  decline  executing 
his  office  of  redressing  the  poor  through  lenity  or  tenderness  to  any 
particular  maids  character.  As  for  myself,  I have  heard  of  none  except 
from  Mr.  Say  of  the  badness  of  the  batty  he  received  out  of  the 
warehouse.  Why  any  oppression  should  be  aj)prehended  I cannot 
conceive.  Is  it  any  more  than  laying  in  a provision  for  the  poor  to  be 
delivered  them  (some  part  of  the  season  at  least)  at  a more  moderate  rate  ^ 
than  they  can  purchase  it  elsewhere.  When  I hear  the  Avords  monopoly 
and  engrossing  made  use  of  on  this  occasion  I must  imagine  that  the 
terms  are  not  really  understood  or  at  least  that  they  are  misaiiplied. . 
Have  not  all  the  inhabitants  liberty  to  buy  batty  for  themselves  at  the  * 
Mandvi  ? Or  is  this  freedom  attempted  noAv  to  be  taken  from  them  ? 
Could  the  poor  and  labouring  pejple  lay  in  a sufficiency  for  their 
families  annually  I should  be  greatly  pleased,  as  then  AA^e  should  have  ^ 
none  of  this  trouble.  Hoav  Avidely  different  is  the  charitable  laying  in 
a sixth  of  the  consumption  of  the  place  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor; 
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from  monoj^olizing  or  engrossing*  ? I must  think  there  is  no  manner 
of  reason  to  expect  a second  presentment  from  the  Grand  J nry  for  the 
affair  of  course  must  be  fully  understood.  If  so  it  will  appear  a 
real  service  to  the  poor  as  well  as  a suitable  gain  to  the  Honourable 
Company.  I shall  only  further  remark  on  this  occasion  that  what  I 
proposed  in  Consultation  of  the  3rd  February  is  no  otherwise  deviating 
from  what  has  been  the  established  custom  of  the  island,  than  in 
j)ermitting  a European  or  Europeans  solely  to  vend  unbeaten  rice 
in  the  bazar,  which  he  or  they  are  to  buy  of  the  Honourable  Company 
and  pay  ready  money  for,  instead  of  the  ka  char  as.  Whereas  a liberty 
for  all  selling  at  j)leasure  (the  opinion  of  the  Bench  of  Justices)  is 
totally  abolishing  that  custom,  though  at  the  same  time  no  provision 
: is  made  for  the  poor.  The  princij)al  merchants  and  inhabitants  induced 
i me  to  make  the  proposal  to  the  Board,  as  believing  it  would  be 
; beneficial  to  the  Honourable  Company,  at  least  that  it  would  prevent 
r such  great  losses  as  they  have  heretofore  sustained,  and  be  of  real 
I service  to  the  poor.^ 

At  a Consultation,  the  11th  February  1743,  the  Board  records  : The 
time  allowed  to  the  military  officers  for  supplying  their  people  with 
batty  expiring  the  1st  of  next  month,  it  is  directed  that  notice  thereof 
be  given  them  that  they  may  make  no  further  provision.^ 

A year  after,  13th  March  1744,  the  Court  of  Directors  write: 

' We  leave  it  entirely  to  your  determination  whether  the  military  shall 
be  supplied  with  batty  by  us  or  by  their  officers,  taking  due  care  to 
; prevent  any  hardships  being  put  upon  the  poor  soldiers.^ 

On  these  orders  of  the  Court  at  a Consultation,  the  13th  October 
1744,  the  Board  records  : The  Honourable  Company  having  left  it  to  us 
to  determine  whether  the  military  shall  be  sui^plied  with  batty  by  their 
officers  withal  cautioning  us  to  take  due  care  to  prevent  any  hardship 
: being  put  upon  the  poor  soldiers,  the  question  is  now  taken  into 
consideration.  It  is  observed  the  quantity  necessary  to  be  annually 
provided  for  the  military  (exclusive  of  the  sepoys)  ought  to  be  at  least 
1000  mu  das,  which  may  be  computed  to  cost  when  it  is  at  a reasonable 
price  and  bought  at  the  best  hand  about  Its.  16  the  miida.  This  is  a 
sum  not  easily  raised  by  the  officers.  Such  of  them  as  have  not  ready 
money  of  their  own  must,  if  they  can,  take  it  up  at  interest,  or  probably 
make  such  agreements  with  some  of  the  black  merchants  as  the  officer 
I will  get  little  by  such  intended  indulgence,  as  perhaps  has  often  been 
the  case.  It  has  hitherto  been  customary  to  charge  both  soldiers  and 
-sepoys  at  the  rate  of  Bs.  22|  the  miida,  but  it  was  lucky  for  the 
officers  that  the  Honourable  Company  took  the  supply  from  them  when 
they  did,  as  the  year  after  batty  rose  to  Ks.  26  and  Bs.  30.  It  would 
have  been  much  higher  if  we  had  not  taken  the  usual  though  arbitrary 
Jmethod^  when  grain  is  scarce  of  obliging  such  merchants  as  owned 
quantities  to  sell  in  the  bazar  at  the  aforementioned  prices.  Had  the 
^officers  then  been  bound  to  supply  the  military,  they  could  not  have  borne 
the  loss  when  either  the  Company  must  have  paid  or  the  soldiers  have 
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deserted  or  starved.  Further  we  think  it  will  be  putting  it  too 
much  in  the  officer's  power  to  impose  ordinary  and  bad  batty  upon  the 
soldier,  whose  complaints  are  generally  made  to  him,  who  may  find 
many  ways  to  tease  the  soldier  and  thereby  prevent  his  having  redress. 
It  is  highly  necessary  that  a sufficient  quantity  of  grain  for  the 
military  be  annually  laid  in  at  the  proper  season,  because  in  the  wet 
monsoon  no  supplies  can  be  got  by  sea.  In  such  a case  our  Maratha 
neighbours,  although  we  may  be  in  friendship  with  them,  may,  as  they 
did  last  year,  put  what  price  upon  their  grain  they^  please,  which  only  a 
timely  provision  of  Salsette  rice  prevented.  This  island  sometimes  felt 
the  like  inconveniences  from  the  Portuguese.  Now  we  fear  it  will  be 
much  more  frequent  as  the  Mardthas  have  all  the  batty  country  in  their 
own  possession  which  it  is  apprehended  will  prevent  grain  being’  at  such 
reasonable  rates  as  heretofore.  The  monthly  pay  of  Bs.  I to  a topass 
soldier  is  so  small  as  will  ill  bear  any  overcharge  in  their  provisions. 
Such  overcharge  when  batty  was  cheap  has  caused  discontents  and 
possibly  desertions.  But  the  cause  of  such  effects  \Yi\l  probably  cease  if 
the  batty  is  bought  at  the  best  hand,  and  a moderate  profit  put  upon  it 
for  interest  and  waste  in  w^arehouse,  which  may  be  for  a year  fifteen  per 
cent  in  the  whole.  Nor  can  they  be  supplied  the  year  throughout  for  a 
less  advance,  and,  when  the  provision  is  made  for  the  year,  such  an 
advance  may  be  put  upon  it  and  the  price  settled  accordingly.  But  as 
the  Honourable  Company  have  liitherto  thought  it  fit  to  fix  the  price  at 
Ils.  20.^  the  muda  it  is  most  proper  to  ask  their  leave  for  altering  such 
an  old  established  custom.  W^hen  the  officers  supplied  the  military 
with  batty  the  profit  thereon  gave  them  no  reason  to  complain  of  their 
pay.  This  indeed  alone  is  but  a very  bare  subsistence  as  provisions 
here  are  much  dearer  than  at  other  Presidencies.  It  is  to  be  mshed 
some  suitable  relief  could  be  given  them ; but  that  must  be  left  to  the 
generosity  of  the  Honourable  Company.  Having  duly  weighed  and 
reflected  upon  all  these  circumstances  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
this  Board  that  the  Flonourable  Company  and  not  the  officers,  do 
supply  the  military  with  batty  according  to  their  former  orders  by  the 
Sooner  sett  under  date  the  16th  February  1742  paragraph  66.^ 

In  reply.  Despatch  dated  7th  May  1746,  the  Court  write  : Having 
given  our  sentiments  last  year  on  the  rice  affair,  we  shall  only  refer 
thereto  expecting  that  all  just  cause  of  complaint  is  effectually  removed, 
and  we  leave  it  to  you  to  supply  the  military  with  batty  in  such  a i 
manner  as  you  shall  deem  reasonable.^ 

At  a Consultation,  the  2nd  September  1746,  determined  : Batty  being: 
scarce  and  dear  at  Surat  and  the  northern  parts  through  the  want  of  l 
seasonable  rains  at  those  places,  our  merchants,  it  is  apprehended,  will  be. 
induced  to  export  such  large  quantities  as  may  leave  the  island  bare 
unless  timely  x)revented.  Agreed  therefore  that  a prohibition  on  expor- 
tation of  coarse  batty  be  made  till  we  see  how  the  season  turns  out.^ 

At  a Consultation,  the  llthNovember  1746,  the  following  is  recorded: 
That  Surat  City  is  at  present  very  miserable,  number  of  poor 
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people  flock  thither  daily  from  all  parts  and  many  die  through  hunger 
in  the  streets  from  a scarcity  of  all  sorts  of  grain  ; that  a general 
contribution  had  been  made  by  the  inhabitants  and  principal  merchants; 
and  as  the  Dutch  had  previously  advanced  Us.  600,  the  Chief  and  factors 
at  Surat  consented  to  give  the  sum  of  Rs.  500  on  the  Honourable 
Coinpany^s  account  which  they  hope  will  be  approved.  That  grain  being 
excessively  dear  they  cannot  purchase  any  for  their  sloop  and  galivats 
and  the  use  of  their  factory,  and  therefore  request  to  be  supplied  with 
300  bags  of  riee.^ 

Three  days  later,  the  14th  November  1746,  the  Board  approve  of 
: Surat  subscribing  Rs.  500  for  the  relief  of  the  necessitous  people, 
and,  as  the  Chief  and  factors  at  Surat  are  in  great  want  of  rice  for 
their  own  use,  it  is  agreed  that  300  bags  be  sent  them  as  requested  by 
the  first  opportunity.^ 

A Consultation,  the  23rd  December  1746,  records:  Batty  being 
L exceedingly  dear  through  the  proprietoiV  keeping  supplies  back  in  hopes 
' of  still  raising  the  price,  and  the  kachards  not  supplying  the  bazar  as 
; heretofore,  occasions  the  poor  people  to  have  recourse  to  us  for  relief. 

, Agreed  therefore  that  a publication  be  issued  requiring  all  persons  on 
1 the  26th  instant  to  give  in  an  account  to  the  warehouse-keeper  of  what 
. batty  or  rice  is  in  their  possession  with  a declaration  that  what  shall 
be  found  afterwards  shall  be  forfeited  half  to  the  informer  and  the  other 
i half  as  this  Board  may  think  fit  to  direct.  That  in  the  interim  the 
) poor  may  be  relieved,  it  is  further  agreed  that  25  mudds  be  delivered  to 
: the  kachards  out  of  the  Honourable  Company's  warehouse  at  the  rate  of 
\ Rs.  26  the  muda  to  be  sold  in  small  parcels  by  them  in  the  bazar. ^ 

A Consultation,  the  29th  March  1748,  records:  The  land  pay- 
; master  representing  a want  of  grain  for  the  Honourable  Company's 
1 service,  he  is  directed  to  purchase  about  45  khandis  for  present  expense 
. on  the  best  terms  he  can,  but  as  this  article  is  to  be  had  much  cheajrer 
.at  Surat,  it  is  agreed  that  we  write  to  the  Chief  and  factors  there  to 
(provide  180  khandis  and  send  the  same  down  by  any  proper  conveyance 
t before  the  rains.  Directed  therefore  that  a letter  be  accordingly 
(prepared  for  Surat.^ 

At  a Consultation,  the  16th  May  1748,  agreed;  The  Honourable 
(Company  being  in  want  of  batty,  and  Mahomet  Safi  offering  to 
(provide  about  500  mtidds  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  29  J the  muda.,  the  Honour- 
able Company  bearing  the  charges  thereon,  that  Mahomet  Safins  oifer  be 
r accepted,  being  the  lowest  we  can  purchase  it  at  and  lower  than  it  has 
'been  for  several  months  ; and  that  the  sum  of  Rs.  6500  be  advanced 
■jhim  on  said  account.^ 

;j  A Consultation,  the  6th  January  1749,  records:  It  being  necessary  to 
]lay  in  a provision  of  batty  for  the  Honourable  Company's  land  and 
ifnarine  service,  and  Vithaldas  Keshavram  and  Mahomet  Safi  offering  to 
Contract  for  the  provision  of  1000  mudds  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  25  per  muda 
ho  be  delivered  at  the  Bandar  within  the  space  of  three  months,  which 
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price  being  as  cheap  as  to  Ijc  had  elsewhere^  their  offer  is  aecej^ted  and 
the  treasury  is  ordered  to  advance  them  the  sum  of  Bs.  lO/jOO  on  that 
' account.^ 

A ConsnltatioiG  the  7th  March  1749,  records  : The  Honourable  Com- 
j)any  being  in  want  of  a further  quantity  of  l)atty  and  ^^ithaldas  Keshav- 
ram  and  Mahomet  Safi  being  willing  to  provide  200  miulds  more 
on  the  same  terms  as  mentioned  in  Consultation  of  the  6th  January 
last,  their  offer  is  accepted  and  an  advance  of  the  sum  of  Bs.  10,000 
ordered  to  be  made  them  out  of  the  treasury  on  account  of  their  said 
contract." 

A Consultation,  the  2nd  March  1750,  records:  It  being  requisite 
to  lay  in  a sufficient  stock  of  batty  against  the  ensuing  rains,  and 
Gangadhar  Pant,  inhabitant  of  'I'haua,  offeritig  to  contract  for  1500 
mudds  to  be  delivered  clear  of  all  charges  at  Bs.  19 1 the  mitda,  which 
being’  as  cheap  as  is  to  be  bought,  it  is  agreed  that  the  same  be  accepted. 
The  warehouse-keeper  is  directed  to  receive  it  into  the  Honourable 
Comj)any^s  warehouse  accordingly.^ 

A Consultation,  the  18th  January  1751,  records  : No  person  having 
sent  in  any  proposals  for  supplying  the  Honourable  Company  with 
batty  in  consequence  of  the  public  notice  ordered  in  Consultation  of  the 
28th  ultimo,  to  be  affixed  up  for  that  purpose,  it  is  agreed  that  a proper 
person  be  emplo}^ed  to  purchase  the  usual  quantity  of  about  2000 
mudds  on  the  best  terms  possible.^ 

A Consultation,  the  26th  February  1751,  records  : Bupji  Dhanji 
having  delivered  600  mudds  of  batty  into  warehouse  on  the  Hon- 
ourable Company's  account  amounting  to  Bs.  15,000,  ordered  that  the 
balance  due  to  him  on  said  account  more  than  what  he  has  already  been 
advanced  be  made  good  out  of  the  treasury  and  that  a further  sum  of 
Bs.  10,000  be  advanced  him  for  providing  a further  quantity. 

A Consultation,  the  8th  October  1751,  records  ; As  the  price  of 
grain  is  considerably  fallen  and  there  being  a very  plentiful  crop  this 
season,  the  merchants  desire  liberty  to  export  what  they  may  import. 
The  prohibition  laid  on  last  year  is  accordingly  taken  off.^ 

A Consultation,  the  15th  December  1752,  records : Being  in  want  of 
batty  for  our  warehouses  and  garrison,  directed  the  Secretary  to  affix, 
notifications  that  on  Friday  next,  the  22nd  instant,  we  shall  sit  to  receive 
proposals  for  2500  mudds.  Similar  notifications  were  issued  in 

A Consultation,  the  31st  October  1755,  records  : There  being; 
a great  scarcity  of  grain  upon  the  island  owing  to  the  want  of  the 
usual  latter  rains,  it  is  unanimously  resolved  till  grain  falls  to  a reason- 
aide  price  to  take  off  the  import  duty,  that  merchants  and  others  maybe 
encouraged  to  bring  in  a quantity  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  in 
general  as  well  as  those  employed  by  our  Honourable  Masters  on  the-, 
several  Avorks,  pursuant  to  which  the  Secretary  is  directed  to  issuei 


^ Pub.  Diary  22  of  1749,  9.  ^ Pub.  Diary  22  of  1749,  68. 

^ Pub.  Diary  23  of  1750,  84  - 85.  YuK  Diary  24  of  1751,  21  - 22. 

« Pub.  Diary  24  of  1 751,  59.  « Diaiy  24  of  1751,  345. 

7 Pub.  Diary  25  of  1752,  387,  397,  403  - 404  ; Tx\b.  Diary  27  of  1754,  19,  63,  138,  2.30' 
385  - 386. 
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orders  to  the  Bombay  and  Mdhim  Custom  Masters,  and  a notification 
to  be  published  by  beat  of  drumd 

On  the  action  of  the  Bombay  Government  in  remitting  import  duties 
on  grain  the  Court  of  Directors  wi*ite  on  the  4th  May  1757  : Although  a 
constant  attention  must  be  had  to  the  continuing  or  increasing  our 
revenues  to  the  utmost  extent,  yet  we  are  never  against  making 
equitable  abatements  where  they  tend  to  the  general  relief  of  the 
inhabitants.  As  this  appears  to  be  the  case  in  your  resolve  to  take  off 
the  import  duty  on  grain  we  cannot  but  approve  the  measure  and 
rest  satisfied  with  your  assurances  that  you  will  continue  this  indul- 
gence no  longer  than  is  really  necessary.^ 

A Consultation,  the  14th  November  1755,  records  : The  great 
scarcity  of  grain  still  continuing,  though  the  import  duty  is  taken  off 
as  noticed  in  Consultation  the  31st  ultimo,  the  sending  one  of  the 
Europe  ships  now  in  the  Boad  to  Mangalor  for  bringing  U23  a cargo 
of  rice  for  supplying  our  inhabitants  and  our  garrison  and  marine 
service,  is  taken  into  consideration.  It  being  observed  that  she  may 
; return  in  very  good  time  to  be  despatched  home,  and  that  this  will  be 
: the  most  effectual  means  of  inducing  the  neighbouring  countries  to 
' export  their  grain,  as  they  now  not  only  hoard  it  up  for  their  own  use 
. but  in  order  to  enhance  the  price ; resolved,  therefore,  that  we  send 
i our  Honourable  Masters^  ship  Stretham  thither  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
having  a large  quantity  of  timber  and  plank  as  well  as  masts  and 
i yards  lying  at  Calicut  which  are  much  wanted  in  the  marine,  and%s  the 
[ gentlemen  at  Tellicherry  have  occasion  for  cash  and  a supply  of  stores, 
j she  will  likewise  be  able  to  perform  those  services  while  the  cargo  is 
: pro  voiding  at  Mangalor,  where  she  must  return  with  the  greatest 
: expedition.^ 

On  the  7th  July  1757  the  native  inhabitants  of  Bombay  addressed 
1 the  following  petition  to  Government : That  the  inhabitants  of  this 
1 island  may  not  so  often  suffer  the  want  of  batty,  they  pray  Govern- 
ment  to  appoint  proper  warehouses  for  holding  about  3000  or  4000 
' mudds  of  batty  in  order  to  supply  them  in  the  rain  time  when  there 
i is  a great  scarcity.  By  this  means  the  people^ s wants  will  be  relieved 
I and  the  Honourable  Company  will  not  incur  the  charges  that  will 
i arise  on  the  said  batty,  and  the  kachards  be  compelled  to  sell  it  in 
; petty  sales  for  such  a price  as  the  Governor  and  Council  shall  think 
^ proper.  On  receipt  of  this  representation  Government  observe  (12th 
j July  1757)  that  they  are  thoroughly  sensible  that  the  people  frequently 
1]  experience  gi’eat  hardships  from  sudden  scarcities  of  grain,  and  as  the 
. kachards  neglect  to  provide  a sufficiency  for  their  use  when  the  price 
is  moderate,  notwithstanding  Govemmenffs  utmost  care  to  oblige 
ilthe  kachards  to  have  a proper  supply  always  by  them,  Government 
^resolve  that  they  appoint  a Committee  in  the  month  of  September 
ito  concert  the  most  proper  measures  for  buying  and  constantly  keeping 
la  sufficient  quantity  of  batty  on  their  Honourable  Masters^  account  for 
the  relief  and  support  of  the  inhabitants  in  general ; and  that  the  ware- 
house-keeper in  the  meantime  enquire  and  report  what  warehouses  may 
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^ Pub.  Diary  28  of  1755, 409  - 410. 

2 Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  5 of  1757  - 17G1,  .35. 
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be  rented  for  depositing  batty,  and  how  much  the  Honourable  Company's 
batty  warehouses  and  those  already  hired  will  contain.^ 

A Consultation,  the  3rd  January  1758,  records:  The  high  price  of 
grain  in  and  since  the  month  of  September  has  prevented  our  appointing 
a committee  for  providing  a sufficient  quantity  for  the  use  of  our 
inhabitants  as  proposed  in  Consultation  the  12th  of  July  1757  in  con- 
sequence of  the  representation  of  the  hardships  they  experience  from  a 
want  of  it.  But  according  to  the  judgment  of  the  most  intelligent 
and  disinterested  people,  the  price  now  being  as  low  as  can  be  expected 
this  season,  or  about  Bs.  31  the  mada,  the  warehouse-keeper  and  two 
customs  masters  are  appointed  a committee  to  purchase  a supply.^ 

On  the  11th  Alarch  1758  the  Committee  reported  to  Government: 
Since  the  receipt  of  your  commands  signified  to  us  by  the  Secretary  under 
date  the  3rd  of  January  1758,  we  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  pro- 
posals from  our  merchants  or  others  for  making  a contract  to  deliver  any 
certain  quantity  of  batty.  The  small  parcels  daily  imported,  being 
scarce  sufficient  to  serve  the  market  a week  together,  have  hitherto  put 
it  out  of  our  power  to  purchase  any  for  keeping  in  warehouse.  We  must 
now  propose  to  your  Honour  that  a provision  of  rice  be  made  at 
Mangalor,  Mulkee,  or  other  ports,  to  prevent  a scarcity  of  this  article 
during  the  approaching  monsoon,  as,  by  the  best  intelligence  we  can  get,  it 
will  be  almost  impossible  to  secure  more  than  the  2000  mudds  of  batty 
which  the  Honourable  President  advised  the  Board  he  had  contracted 
for  on  account  of  the  Honourable  Company  with  one  Sankrajipant,  out  of 
the  adjacent  countries  where  it  is  daily  increasing  in  price  and  is  now 
sold  here  out  of  the  boats  as  they  arrive,  at  Bs.  33  to  31  the  muda.^ 

On  this  report  a Consultation,  the  11th  March  1 7 58,  records  : Received 
the  above  letter  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  purchase  rice  for  the 
inhabitants  in  general,  proposing  on  account  of  the  dearness  and  scarcity 
of  it,  to  get  a quantity  from  Mangalor,  the  consideration  of  which  is 
deferred.^ 

The  question  is  resumed  at  a Consultation  the  21st  March  1758: 
Reperused  the  Committee^  s letter  of  the  1 1th  March  1758.  The  pu  i chas- 
ing a quantity  of  rice  at  Mangalor,  as  they  propose,  being  judged 
the  best  way  of  supplying  the  island  on  the  most  reasonable  terms, 
and  the  Superintendent  reporting  that  the  Bombay  grab,  and  Speed- 
well are  ready  as  also  the  Success  snow  lately  freighted  by  the  Select 
Committee  but  not  now  wanted ; it  is  resolved  that  they  be  despatched 
, to  Mangalor  with  Mr.  James  Ryley  and  a consignment  of  10,0u0  new- 
rupees  or  that  amount  in  gold  if  to  be  procured  on  any  advantageous 
terms,  that  we  supply  Mr.  Robert  Gambier  at  Onor  with  Rs.  50,000  and 
that  those  vessels  be  ordered  to  touch  there  coming  back  if  thev  have; 
room  to  take  in  i3epper.^ 

Ordered,  21st  March  1758,  that  the  President  be  advanced  Rs.  25,000 
on  account  of  the  contract  he  has  made  with  Sankrajipant  for  2000^ 
mudds  of  batty 


; ruD.  iJiary  Si)  ot  1/57,  209,  272.  Tub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  3. 

Pub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  197.  Pub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  194. 

Pub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  203-204. 

Bom.  Gov,  Di.ary  21st.  Mar.  1758,  Pub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  203. 
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On  tlie  16tb  June  1760,  the  custom  master  Mr.  John  Spencer  laid 
before  .the  Board  the  following  abstract  of  grain,  ghi^  oil,  and  firewood 
j^uthe  district  of  Bombay  and  the  castes  with  which  the  same  is  lodged.^ 
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Articles. 

Batty 

Do.  black 
N^chani  ... 
Rice 
Wheat 


Mudds,  Khandis,  Mans. 

0 7 0 

0 25  9 

0 10  5 


Billets  of  wood..  518,000  Nos. 


On  the  1st  July  1760,  the  Mahim  custom  master  presented  the 
following  abstract  of  gi*ain,  ghi^  oil,  and  firewood^: 

Mudds.  Khandis.  Mans.  Articles, 

1559  0 0 Udid 

6U  0 0 Oil 

1 0 0 Ghi 

0 22  0 

0 13^  0 

A Consultation, 'the  25th  March  1763,  records:  The  gentlemen  at 
Madras  having  written  pressingly  for  grain,  it  is  agreed  to  send  them 
2000  bags  of  rice  for  the  use  of  their  garrison  ; and  as  we  have 
already  laid  in  a twelve  months^  stock  of  batty  for  our  Honourable 
Masters,  resolved  that  the  prohibition  and  import  duty  on  all  grain 
exported  for  the  Coromandel  Coast  be  taken  off  for  a time  in  order 
to  encourage  private  traders  to  carry  supplies  thither  to  prevent  the 
distress  with  which  Madras  is  threatened. 


A Consultation,  the  18th  March  1766,  records  : The  President  lays 
before  the  Boai-d  a letter  from  the  Regency  at  Goa  desiring  leave  to 
export  some  batty  for  the  use  of  that  cicy ; agreed  as  the  price  has 
lately  risen  to  Rs.  25  the  rrnida,  and  the  giving  leave  to  export  would 
enhance  it,  we  do  not  think  it  proper  to  comply  with  their  request.^ 

A Consultation,  the  6th  February  1767,  records:  No  further  pro- 
posals having  been  made  for  batty,  Hassan  Pathan  and  Govind  Banian 
who  offered  to  contract,  the  former  for  2500  mudds  at  Rs.  20 J and 
the  latter  for  2000  mudds  at  Rs.  20J,  are  referred  to  the  warehouse- 
keeper and  Bombay  custom  master  who  must  endeavour  to  get  it 
cheaper  if  possible.  If  not,  to  agree  for  it  at  those  prices,  as  the 
season  is  now  far  elapsed,  for  wliich  reason  also  we  would  have  them 
accept  any  other  offers  as  far  as  the  quantity  we  want,  if  it  is  to  be  got 
at  or  under  the  same  prices.^ 

A Consultation,  the  15th  Februaiy  1768,  records  : Four  different 
proposals  having  been  delivered  in  consequence  of  our  giving  public 
notice  of  our  intentions  to  contract  for  2000  mudds  of  batty,  the 
same  are  now  opened  and  two  different  persons  offering  it  at 
Rs.  15|  per  mud  a wliich  are  the  two  cheapest,  it  is  agreed  to  let  each 
of  them  supply  1000  miidds.  It  is  further  agreed  to  take  oft’  the 
prohibition  on  the  exportation  of  grain  on  the  1st  of  next  month  or 
sooner  if  the  contractors  have  no  objections,  provided  those  ivho  export 
any  will  take  off  the  Honourable  Company's  old  batty  and  deliver  new 
ill  lieu  of  it.^ 


On  the  necessity  of  a full  supply  of  batty,  in  their  letter  of  the  18th  « 
March  1768,  the  Court  of  Directors  write:  As  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  price  of  provisions  particularly  rice  should  be  kept 
as  low  as  possible,  we  recommend  to  you  in  the  strongest  manner  to 
use  every  method  in  your  power  to  effect  this  for  the  good  of  the 
inhabitants  in  general  and  for  our  interest  in  particular.  We  eaiinot 
point  out  to  you  the  manner  of  doing  it,  not  being  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  prices  at  different  periods  or  the  countries  fromi 
which  it  is  imported  to  enable  us  to  give  positive  orders  for  your 


^ Bom  Gov,  Diary  1st  July  1760,  Pul).  Diary  34  of  1766,  495,  .508. 

' Bnl).  Diary  40  of  1763,  207.  ^ Pub.  Diary  46  of  17()6,  225. 

Pub  Diary  48  of  1767,  101.  Pub.  Diary  50  of  1768,  154. 
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management.  So  far  as  regards  the  sepoys,  and  other  people,  for 
whom  we  have  to  provide,  who  receive  part  of  their  pay  in  batty  or  rice 
we  ordered  that  you  provide  a sufficient  quantity  of  good  white  batty 
at  the  cheapest  time  calculating  rather  more  than  less  what  you  may 
want  for  the  season.  The  same  method  is  to  be  practiced  every  year. 
If  at  any  time  you  should  have  a surplus  and  the  new  grain  is  coming 
in,  the  surplus  may  be  sold  to  the  inhabitants  which  may  be  of  service 
to  them.  As,  we  suppose,  the  new  supply  will  be  bought  at  the  cheapest 
time,  there  is  no  reason  to  think  we  can  suffer  loss.  At  all  events  a 
full  supply  of  this  necessary  article  must  always  be  provided.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation  of  21st  January  1769 : The 
proposal  of  John  Baretto  for  contracting  for  2000  murids  of  batty  at 
Ks.  154  delivered  in  the  3rd  instant,  being  cheaper  than  that  of  any 
of  the  others  and  more  reasonable  than  we  can  otherwise  procure  it ; 
it  is  ordered  that  this  offer  be  accepted  accordingly.- 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  22nd  November  1770:  The 
poor  being  much  distressed  by  a scarcity  of  grain,  it  is  resolved,  in 
order  that  their  wants  may  be  supplied  at  a moderate  rate,  that  500 
mudds  of  batty  be  issued  to  the  custom  master  to  be  made  into  rice 
and  delivered  out  in  small  quantities  at  the  price  it  may  stand  in 
reckoning  the  expense  of  making  it  into  rice.^ 

CourCs  letter  to  Bombay  Government,  28th  April  1773,  paragraph 
27  ; We  observe  the  orders  you  gave  for  the  delivery  of  batty^ from 
your  warehouse  to^  be  issued  to  the  poor  at  prime  cost  in  order  to 
prevent  the  kachards  from  raising  the  price  of  rice.  We  are  so  well 
pleased  with  this  instance  of  your  desire  to  relieve  the  poor  from  their 
; oppressors  that  we  cannot  forbear  taking  this  occasion  to  testify  our 
: commendation  of  it.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  18th  February  1772  : Opened 
j two  sealed  proposals  for  supplying  the  Honourable  Company  with  4000 

< mudds^  of  batty  delivered  in  consequence  of  our  publication.  It 
t appearing  that  those  of  Ball  Patan  are  the  cheapest,  being  Rs.  17  J for 
3 the  middle  sort  of  batty  the  muda  and  Rs.  16f  the  miida  for  the 

< rds  or  inferior  sort,  it  is  agreed  they  be  accepted  and  the  warehouse- 
^ keeper  is  directed  to  enter  into  the  usual  contract  accordingly.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  10th  November  1772 : The 
; article  of  rice  being  very  scarce,  which  scarcity  we  apprehend  will  in 
f a short  time  be  greater  still,  chiefly  owing  to  the  late  bad  crop,  it 
j becomes  our  duty  to  endeavour  by  every  means  in  our  power  to 
] procure  as  large  quantities  of  that  necessary  article  of  life  as  possible 
1 from  any  quarter  where  it  may  be  procurable.  Being  informed 
j that  it  may  be  got  at  Scindy  on  reasonable  terms,  it  is  resolved  that 
1 factors  1^  directed  to  procure  as  far  as  3200  khandis  of  the  middling 
i sort  of  rice,  and  in  order  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  sending  a pari 
I of  it  here,  it  is  agreed  that  our  Honourable  Masters^  ship  the  Speaker 
c be  despatched  to  Scindy  for  this  purpose,  as  she  will  bring  about  half 


J Comp,  of  h^tanding  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759  - 1788,  99  - 100.  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L Vol 
7 of  1765-  1768,  .310-311.  ^ voi 

2 Cub.  Diary  33  of  1769,  188.  ^ Pub.  Diary  56  of  1770,  619 

4 Pub.  Dcp.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  9 of  1772  - 1777,  104.  5 
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o£  it,  and  we  have  not  yet  a sufficient  quantity  of  pepper  on  the  coast 
to  load  her  home.  By  this  means  we  hope  she  will  more  than  save  her 
demurrage.  For  conveying  hither  the^  remainder  of  the  rice,  we  slmll 
shortly  send  another  vessel.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  17th  May  1774:  A tender 
being  made  of  about  6000  bags  of  Bengal  rice  at  Rs.  4 per  bag  for  the^ 
amount  of  which  bills  will  be  taken  on  the  President  and  Council  at 
Fort  William,  it  is  agreed  to  accept  the  offer  as  the  price  is  reasonable, 
and  it  is  an  article  the  Company  are  in  want  of.  The  warehousa- 
keeper  is  accordingly  ordered  to  receive  the  rice,  taking  care  it  be; 
equal  to  the  musters  now  produced.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  19th  July  1774:  Read  advices 
from  the  President  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George  wherein  they  repre.- 
sent  that  they  are  in  the  greatest  distress  for  want  of  rice  and  request 
in  the  strongest  terms  that  we  will  send  them  a supply.  This  being 
taken  into  consideration,  it  is  observed  th^A  stock  of  rice  in  this 
place  is  far  from  being  very  considerable  and  the  scarcity  in  the  ad- 
jacent countries  would  well  justify  our  continuing  the  prohibition  for 
the  exportation  of  that  article  till  a further  new  crop  comes  in.  Yet 
as  these  gentlemen  have  made  such  pressing  instances  for  a supply 
and  as  the  rains  have  been  hitherto  very  favourable  for  the  crop  that  is 
now  on  the  ground,  it  is  resolved  unanimously  to  admit  of  a quantity 
of  rice  being  exported  for  the  relief  of  the  settlement  of  Madras.  At 
the  same  time  the  President  acquaints  the  Board  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Madras  advices  applications  have  been  made  to  admit  of 
10,000  bags  of  Bengal  rice  being  exported  from  hence  to  Fort  St.  George. 
It  is  accordingly  agreed  that  the  permission  requested  be  granted  for  that 
quantity  only.  This  we  hope  will  prove  a 'very  reasonable  supply  to 
that  settlement  and  greatly  relieve  their  distress  till  they  may  be  able 
to  procure  farther  stores  from  other  places.  W^e  are  of  opinion  that 
no  larger  quantity  can  at  present  with  any  propriety  be  spared  from 
hence  till  we  may  be  at  more  certainty  regarding  the  ensuing  crop. 
It  is  not  in  our  power  to  send  any  rice  from  Mangalor  as  the  season 
will  not  admit  of  a vessel  touching  at  that  port  for  some  time  to  come..^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  25th  October  1774  : The  custom- 
master  reports  that  many  of  the  merchants  are  desirous  of 
exporting  a quantity  of  Scindy,  Bengal,  and  fine  rice,  on  which  he 
requests  our  direction.  As  the  exportation  of  rice  will  be  of  some 
advantage  by  increasing  the  Company's  customs  and  the  present  crop 
being  so  plentiful  that  we  are  under  no  apprehensions  of  being  in  want 
of  that  article,  it  is  resolved  that  permission  be  given  accordingly.* 

Six  years  later  Bombay  again  suffered  from  a scarcity  of  grain.  ^ A 
Consultation,  the  9th  August  1780,  records:  In  the  present  scarcity 
and  high  price  of  rke,  a Committee  is  appointed,  consisting  of  the 
warehouse-keeper  and|Bombay  custom  master  with  Mr.  Draper,  who 
must  be  directed  to  make  the  necessary  enquiry  what  quantity  of  rice> 
is  now  on  the  island,  and  the  cause  from  whence  this  scarcity  has  arisen, 
and  to  report  their  opinion  what  measure  will  be  the  best  adapted  to 

1 Tub.  Diary  62  of  1772,  1051.  ^ pjary  65  of  1774,  370. 

3 Bub.  Diary  66  of  1774,  529.  " Pub.  Diary  66  of  1774,  728. 
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lower  the  price  thereof  and  that  of  grain  in  general  of  which  there 
appears  to  be  an  equal  scarcity.^ 

Eeferring  to  the  Committee's  report,  a Consultation,  the  15th 
December  1780,  records:  The  report  of  the  Grain  Committee  (1st 
December  1780)  having  been  separately  perused  by  the  members^,  it  is 
now  again  attentively  read  and  the  following  resolutions  taken 
thereon.  As  Colonel  Hartley  has  not  reported  what  quantity  of 
grain  has  been  secured  in  the  Konkan,  in  consequence  of  the  orders 
sent  him  for  that  purpose,  he  must  be  called  upon  to  acquaint  us  how 
far  he  has  been  able  to  comply  with  these  orders.  The  resolutions 
of  the  Committee  being  separately  considered,  we  entirely  concur 
vnih  the  Committee  that  the  very  high  price  to  which  rice  and  batty 
had  some  time  ago  risen  was  not  owing  to  any  real  scarcity,  as 
there  was  no  deficiency  in  the  imports  compared  with  those  of  other 
years.  We  likewise  agree  with  the  Committee  that  the  purchase  of 
rice  for  Tellicherry  last  season  gave  an  alarm  and  occasioned  a run 
upon  the  market  which  made  an  apparent  scarcity  for  the  time  and 
of  course  enhanced  the  price  to  a very  high  rate.  We  also  concur 
with  the  Committee  in  the  inference  they  have  drawn  of  the  bad 
effect  which  arose  from  the  batty  issued  from  the  Company's  ware- 
house ito  replace  the  rice  purchased  for  Tellicherry  not  being  thrown 
into  the  market  and  think  the  assistant  to  the  warehouse-keeper 
exceedingly  blarneable  in  making  a private  instead  of  a pulfiic  transac- 
tion of  this  business  and  shall  censure  him  accordingly.  It  is 
ordered  therefore  that  the  purchase  of  rice  for  Tellicherry  and  the  issue 
of  batty  to  replace  it  be  made  a public  transaction  and  the  difference 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  rice  produced  from  that  batty  be  brought 
to  the  credit  of  the  Company A publication  has  already  been  issued 
in  consequence  of  the  Committee's  fifth  resolution  which  we  hope  will 
prevent  any  cause  of  such  complaint  in  future,  and  it  is  further  ordered 
that  extracts  of  such  parts  of  the  Committee's  report  and  resolutions 
as  relate  to  the  complaints  from  Kalyan  be  sent  to  Mr.  Hartley  for 
! his  notice.  In  the  like  manner  extracts  of  those  i:>arts  which  relate  to 
: the  complaints  from  Belapur  must  be  sent  to  Captain  Lendrum  for 
: his  notice,  and  the  Resident  there  must  be  advised  of  the  declarations 
! made  by  the  inhabitants  who  we  trust,  now  that  Residency  has  been 
! established,  will  have  no  further  reason  to  complain  of  hardships, 
r Resolved  agreeably  to  the  Committee's  recommendation  that  all  Com- 
( pany's  servants,  civil  military  or  marine,  their  servants  or  dependants  as 
/ well  at  the  presidency  as  the  subordinates  be  strictly  prohibited  from 
: dealing  directly  or  indirectly  in  grain  except  on  the  Honourable  Com- 
( pany^s  account,  and  that  this  prohibition  be  publicly  made  known  to 
I the  servants  and  to  the  army  in  general  orders,  as  also  to  the  officers  of 
1 the  marine.  M^e  agree  with  the  Committee  that  it  is  very  proper  the 
. Company  should  always  have  a sufficient  stock  of  batty  in  their  ware- 
. house  ^ to  keep  down  the  price  to  a moderate  rate,  though  we  think  the 
, quantity  proposed  by  the  Committee,  considering  the  annual  imports 
) for  seven  years  last  past  (given  below),  is  rather  too  large,  and  that 
about  half  the  quantity  will  be  sufficient.  The  Company  have  at  this 
i time  a large  stock  in  warehouse  and  an  expectation  of  much  more. 
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^ Pu  b,  Diary  77  of  1780,  333  - 334. 
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We  have  little  doubt  but  a stock  fully  sufficient  to  ensure  a cheap  and 
plentiful  market  will  from  henceforth  be  produced  from  the  Company's 
own  share  of  grain  in  their  several  possessions  adjacent  to  Bombay  and 
that  they  will  necessarily  have  a large  quantity  for  sale,  and  we  trust 
that  a proper  vigilance  over  the  export  from  the  islands  and  ports  in  the 
Konkan  with  other  regulations  recommended  by  the  Committee  and  now 
adopted  will  effectually  prevent  such  scarcity  and  enhanced  price  again 
happening  as  was  experienced  last  season.  Proper  responsible  people, 
if  any  such  offer  and  can  give  good  .security  for  their  discharging 
the  business  so  as  to  answer  the  good  purposes  expected  from  it, 
will  be  appointed  kachards  and  an  exclusive  right  given  them  to 
supply  the  markets  with  rice.  For  their  encouragement  they  must  be 
allowed  the  gratuity  recommended  by  the  Committee.  It  is  resolved 
to  issue  a publication  inviting  those  who  can  give  security  to  our 
satisfaction  to  send  in  their  names  and  terms.  Public  market  places 
for  grain,  which  are  now  wanting,  must  then  be  established  in  the  most 
convenient  situations  in  the  different  parts  of  the  town  and  island.^ 

The  following  statements  show  the  quantity  of  rice  and  other  articles 
imported  into  Bombay  during  each  of  the  seven  years  ending  1780^: 

Rice  and  Batty  Inipoiied  at  Bombay  Custom  House,  1773  - l .-SO. 


Year* 

Bengal 

Rice. 

Manga- 
or  Rice. 

Rice, 

Unbeaten. 

Rice, 

Beaten. 

Batty. 

Total 

Batty. 

August  1773  to  July  1774  : 

Bags. 

Robins. 

Kh.  p. 

Kh.  p. 

Mudas,  p. 

Mudas.  p. 

Batty  ... 

• •• 

10,689  0 

Rice  beaten 

• ••  * • 

8806  2 

7045  4 

Rice  unbeaten  ... 

• • • 

*•« 

3887  2 

2591  8 

20,325  12 

Bengal  rice  ...  ... 

34,500 

Mangalor  rice  ... 

• •• 

1800 

• • 

August  1774  to  July  1775  : 

Batty  ... 

««• 

7580  12 

Rice  beaten  ... 

• •• 

«•« 

6401  0 

4320  16 

Rice  unbeaten  ... 

• • • 

1606  6 

1071  3 

12,972  6 

Bengal  rice  ... 

21,000 

• •• 

Mangalor  rice  ...  ... 

* •« 

2000 

• ••  • * • 

August  1775  to  July  1776 : 

Kdtjty  •••  ••• 

• •• 

• *• 

8317  22 

Rice  beaten 

• •• 

.3275  4 

2620  14 

Rice  unbeaten  ... 

• • • 

1830  6 

120  12 

11,053  23 

Bengal  rice 

43,000 

• « • 

•••*.♦ 

Mangalor  rice 

# * • 

1700 

August  1776  to  July  1777  : 

Batty  ... 

• t » 

8164  13 

Rice  beaten 

* * . 

3732  3 

2985  23 

Rice  unbeaten  ... 

• • • 

2216  3 

1477  22 

12,628  8 

Bengal  rice  ... 

47,000 

• •• 

* 

Mangalor  rice 

• «« 

3000 

August  1777  to  July  1778  ; 

•••  ••• 

• • • 

7979  13 

R,ice  beaten  ...  ... 

5652  1 

4521  18 

Rice  unbeaten  ... 

• •• 

• •• 

3292  1 

2194  18 

14,695  24 

Bengal  rice 

19,000 

Mangalor  rice  ...  ... 

1300 

August  1778  to  July  1779  : 

Batty ...  ... 

• •• 

• e* 

12,012  1 

Rice  beaten  ... 

3944  0 

3155  2 

Rice  unbeaten  ... 

• • • 

4137  6 

2758  12 

17,925  15 

Bengal  rice 

16,000 

• •• 

Mangalor  rice  .... 

1700 

August  1779  to  July  1780 : 

Batty... 

• •• 



6484  16 

Rice  beaten 

• * « 

4270  4 

3416  10 

Rice  unbeaten  ...  ... 

• •• 

• . • 

6622  0 

••• 

4238  2 

14,139  3 

Bengal  rice 

23,760 

• *• 

Mangalor  rice 

2300 

Total 

204,260 

13,800 

23,593  0 

35,081  6 

103,745  16 

103,745  16 

1 Pub.  Diary  77  of  1780,  550  - 552. 

- Pub.  Diary  77  of  1780,  557  - 558,  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  IT.  260  - 261. 
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Grain  imported  at  Bombay  Custom  TCmse,  1773-^1780. 


Year. 

Wlieat. 

Dal. 

Jlug” 

« 

B.air 

. 

Gram. 

Udid. 

Maka- 

Masur. 

Navue 

From  1st  August  1773 

Kh, 

P. 

Kh. 

p. 

Kh. 

P. 

Kh. 

Kh. 

P. 

Kh. 

p. 

Kh. 

p. 

Kh. 

P- 

Kh.ix 

to  aist  July  1774 
From  Ist  August  1774 

3466 

) 

0 

1666 

2 

282 

4 

818 

4 

1359 

2 

612 

0 

... 

« •* 

• « * 

to  31st  July  1775  ... 
From  1st  August  177.5 

1804 

2 

792 

5 

492 

0 

2089 

5 

1334 

0 

427 

7 

2 

18 

5 

• » « 

^ to  31st  July  1776  ... 
From  1st  August  1776 

2869 

0 

926 

0 

541 

0 

340 

2 

4530 

5 

302 

5 

23 

2 

to  31st  July  1777 
From  1st  August  1777 

2774 

5 

698 

0 

757 

5 

567 

5 

2460 

5 

539 

2 

15 

0 

.•« 

. . . 

^to  31st  July  1778  ... 
From  l.st  August  1778 

4167 

4 

1571 

0 

1S89 

3 

964 

2: 

3213 

4 

1041 

2 

20 

5 

• » . 

to  31st  July  1779  ... 
From  1st  August  1779 

80.32 

3 

2Q16 

2, 

663 

1 

923 

e 

2517 

2 . 

572 

1 

16 

1 

54 

3 

1.3  1 

to  31st  July  1780  ... 

1S79 

5 ^ 

6'26 

2 

579 

3 

461 

4 

1500 

1 

432 

3- 

• •• 

186 

7 

• • • 

Total 

24,993 

3 ‘ 

8296 

3 

4605 

0 

6165 

5 

16,915 

3 

3926 

' 

82 

2 

259 

7 

13  r 

Year. 

Chauli. 

Ncigli. 

Go\  cW. 

1 

Jvarii 

Yah 

Turi 

• 

VAtana. 

Math 

Bar- 

1 

ley. 

From  1st  August  1773 

Kh. 

P. 

Kh. 

P- 

Kh.  p. 

1 

' Kh. 

P. 

Kh. 

P‘ 

Kh. 

P6 

Kh. 

p. 

Kh. 

p. 

Kh.  j). 

to  3 1. St  July  1774  ... 
From  1st  August  1774 

33 

2 

414 

0 

2 0 

39 

0 

90 

2 

290 

4 

21 

2 

318 

0 

4 0 

to  31st  July  1775  ... 
From  1st  August  1775 

68 

0 

320 

0 

... 

0 

5 

23 

0 

Co 

0 

24 

5 

234 

0 

2 1 

to  31st  July  1776  ... 
From  1st  August  1V76 

37 

0 

445 

0 

... 

145 

2 

70 

0 

303 

5 

36 

2 

21 

0 

5 3 

^to  31st  July  1777  ... 
From  1st  August  1777 

26 

0 

166 

0 

'•46 

71 

2 

72 

6 

160 

0 

31 

0 

55 

5 

7 1 

to  31st  July  1778  ... 
From  1st  August  1778 

59 

5 

18 

0 

... 

42 

0 

... 

248 

1 

73 

5 

145 

1 

0 4 

to  .31st  July  1779  ... 
From  1st  August  1779 

23 

6 , 

280 

3 

• • • 

62 

6 

120 

2 

336 

7 

182 

1 

233 

4 

G 1, 

to  31st  July  1780  ... 

27 

4 

615 

4 

... 

65 

0 

128 

5 

274 

1 

240 

4 

136 

1 

0 3 

Total 

275 

1 

2258 

7 

2 0 

431 

7 

499 

6 

1673 

2 

609 

3 

1143 

3 

25  5 

Batty ^ Bice,  and  Sundry  Grains  imported  at  Mdhim  Custom 

House,  1778  - 17 SO, 


Year. 


I From  1st 
(From  1st 
i Prom  1st 
From  1st 
From  Ist 
Prom  Ist 
From  1st 


August  1773  to  31st  July  1774 
August  1774  to  31st  Julv  1775. 
August  1775  to  31st  July  17  76. 
August  1776  to  31st  JulV  1777. 
August  1777  to  31st  July  1778. 
August  1778  to  3 'St  July  1779. 
August  1779  to  31st  July  1780. 

Total 


Rice. 


Batty. 


Kh.  p. 
435  4 
364  7 
.334  6 
19S  2 
472  1 
487  0 
601  2 


2893  6 


Mudas.  p. 
2:;83  18 
1621  8 
2518  3 

2049  6 

1790  10 
2495  4 

1965  15i 


14,823  14.i 


M.  p. 
6 16 

• «« 

2 0 
2 22 
1 4 
12  4 
56  10 


Gram, 

Wheat. 

Udid. 

Kh. 

p. 

Kh. 

P. 

Kh. 

P- 

19 

0 

23 

2 

31 

5 

58 

4 

17 

4 

38 

4 

25 

4 

2 

4 

39 

4 

19 

4 

33 

1 

25 

0 

28 

4 

17 

4 

15 

0 

47 

4 

91 

4 

14 

3 

56 

0 

55 

H 

51 

5 

254 

4 

240 

H 

215 

5 

Year, 

Da'l. 

Turi. 

Yatalna. 

Vad. 

Mug. 

Baljri. 

iFrom  1st  August  1773  to  31st  July  1774 
tProm  1st  August  1774  to  31st  July  1775. 
(brom  1st  August  1775  to  31, st  .July  1776 
From  1st  August  1776  to  31st  July  1777 
•i^rom  1st  August  1777  to  31st  July  1778. 

1 From  1st  xVugust  1778  to  31st  July  1779 
ibrom  1st  August  1779  to  31st  July  l78o! 

Total 

- 

Kb.  p. 

7 0 

13  4 

6 0 

12  0 

5 0 

6 5 

15  3^ 

Kh.  p. 
34  0 

4 4 

8 0 ' 
0 2 

3 0 

4 4 

21  6 

Kh.  p. 

1*  4 

2 0 

3"  4 

8 7 

Kh.  p. 

3 0 

1 0 

1 0 

‘f  0 

1 0 

8 1 

Kh.  p. 

4 0 

7 4 

9 0 

3 4 

7 0 

9 1 

2 6 

Kh.  p. 

1 6 
19  6 

16 ' 4 

5*  0 

0 () 

65  44 

76  0 

15  7 

10  1 

42  7 

43  6 
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Four  years  later  (1784)  another  scarcity  arose.  ^ A Consultation,  the 
8th  January  178 1,  records  : As  the  present  scarcity  o£  provisions  of 
every  sort  mahes  it  absolutely  necessary  that  some  steps  should  be 
taken  to  induce  people  to  import  them  from  the  Maratha  shore  and 
Salsette,  it  is  resolved  to  direct  the  Bombay  and  Mdhim  Custom  Masters 
to  be  particularly  careful  that,  except  the  established  ones  allowed  the 
custom  master  on  grain,  no  fees  on  any  pretence  whatever  be  collected 
on  any  species  of  provisions  and  tlnat  a notification  be  issued  advising 
the  public  of  the  above  resolution^ 

Three  months  later  a Consultation,  the  2nd  March  1784,  records: 
The  President  represents  to  the  Board  that  notwithstanding  their  Reso- 
lution of  the  8th  January  for  taking  off  the  fees  collected  on  provisions, 
great  impediments  arise  to  their  importation  from  fees  levied  on  the  island 
of  Salsette.  He  therefore  proposes  that  the  regulations  then  formed  be 
strictly  attended  to  in  every  part  of  Salsette,  Karanja,  and  Fort  ^ ictoiia, 
and  carefully  published  throughout  the  said  islmrds  and  the  latter 
district.  The  Board  entirely  aecpiiesce  with  the  President  and  direct 
that  orders  be  sent  to  the  Company's  agents  at  those  places  to  give 
every  aid  and  encouraigement  in  their  power  to  the  exportation  of 
provisions  to  this  island.‘'^ 

In  1791  a regulation  was  passed  permitting  only  one -half  of  the  rice 
imported  to  be  again  exported.^ 

The  next  year  of  scarcity  was  1799.  In  a letter  to  the  Piiyate 
Secretary  to  Government,  the  Custom  Master  Air.  P.  S.  Afaister  wnites 
1st  November  1799  : I find,  upon  a comparison  with  former  years,  that 
the  price  of  gTain  now  iii  the  island  is  25  to  30  per  cent  higher  than 
is  usual  at  Biis  season  of  the  year.  I do  not  from  this  apprehend  that 
there  is  dangei*  of  a scarcity  prevailing.  On  the  contrary,  from  com- 
munication with  some  of  the  most  intelligent  natives,  I am  led  to 
lielicve  that  the  expected  supplies  from  the  northward,  of  y heat  bajri 
and  gram,  will  reduce  those  grains  nearly  to  the  usual  medium  price  in 
the  market  and  consequently  that  the  interposition  of^  Government  in 
procuring  any  extraordinary  supplies  of  those  articles  is  not  necessaiqx 
In  respect  to  the  article  of  rice  the  supply  for  the  island  is  more 
precarious  and  the  price  liable  to  much  variation,  as  the  gram  sellers  do 
not  keep  any  stock  in  warehouse,  the  consumption  for  the  island  being 
principally  furnished  from  the  adjacent  Alaratha  country.  By  ^ all 
accounts  the  crops  of  rice  in  the  Konkan  are  likely  to  be  productive. 
But  if  the  armies  continue  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Poona,  a great  part 
of  the  rice  that  would  be  sent  to  this  market  will  be  sent  above  the 
Ghats.  A supply  therefore  of  40,000  bags  of  Bengal  rice  for  this  ■ 
market  Avould  prove  the  means  of  keeping  down  the  price  of  that  article. 
From  the  failui-e  of  the  periodical  rains  here  in  July  and  August  last, 
it  is  said  that  the  merchants  of  this  place  have  commissioned  a consider-  - 
able  qumitity  of  Bengal  rice  to  be  sent  them.  Supposing  50,000  or  . 
60,000  bags  to  be  imported  on  private  account,  this  will  furnish  a 
supply  of  N5,000  or  30,000  bags  for  the  market,  alloAAung  as  is  the  rulcv 


J Pul).  Diary  83  of  1784,  13. 

2 Coiop.  of  Slaiuling  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759  - 1788,  179.  Rub.  Diary  83  of  1/84,  14o. 
" Fid),  l>iarv  141  of  1799,  2827. 
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only  half  the  quantity  landed  to  be  exported.  Another  source  of 
su])ply  has  lately  been  opened  by  the  importation  of  rice  from  Mangalor. 
But  it  is  hazardous  to  conjecture  what  quantity  may  be  expected  from 
that  quarter  as  it  is  only  the  high  price  in  this  market  which  has 
occasioned  the  late  importation.^ 

On  the  same  subject  the  market  clerk  Mr.  George  Simson  -writes  to 
the  Private  Secretary  to  Government,  1st  November  1799  : The  present 
price  of  grain  in  the  Bombay  market  is  25  to  30  per  cent  higher  than 
usual  at  this  season  of  the  year.  The  price  of  grain  was  considerably 
enhanced  in  August  and  September  in  consequence  of  the  alarming 
drought  experienced  at  that  time  and  the  importation  has  not  yet  been 
sufficiently  abundant*  to  lower  the  price  to  its  former  standard.  I 
am  informed  by  the  most  intelligent  natives  here  that  the  crops  in 
: Gujarat  and  Sind  promise  to  this  place  (Bombay)  a very  ample  su})ply 
; independent  of  a very  considerable  quantity  of  Bengal  rice  expected  ’ 
from  Calcutta  on  private  account  in  the  months  of  November  and 

* December.  I am  of  opinion  therefore  that  the  interposition  of  Govern- 

• ment  is  not  necessary  in  procuring  a supply  of  grain  for  this  market, 

I but  that  the  regulation  established  in  1791  of  permitting  only  one- 

half  of  the  rice  imported  to  be  again  exported,  should  for  the  present 
: season  be  strictlv  adhered  to.^ 

. In  consequence  of  this  letter  the  Bombay  Government  wnite  to  the 
Government  of  India,  1st  November  1799  : Since  applying  under  the 
j 11th  of  September^  fora  su^^ply  of  rice  from  Bengal  to  guard  against 
; the  consequences  which  were  apprehended  from  the  very  alarming 
: drought  experienced  at  that  period,  we  have  the  pleasure  to  add  that  an 
j unexpected  and  very  plentiful  fall  of  rain  on  this  side  of  India  has 
(removed  in  a great  degree  the  fears  which  wnre  then  very  generally 
j entertained  of  an  approaching  famine,  and  that  in  consequence  the 
I crops  promise  Bombay  an  adequate  supply  of  grain  for  the  present 
j season.^ 

i 

! During  the  early  years  of  British  rule,  letter  from  Sir  J.  Gayer  and 
1 Council  at  Bombay  to  Bight  Worslxipful  Samuel  Annesley,  President, 
iand  Council  at  Surat,  dated  17th  April  1696,  a small  quantity  of  fine 
iwheat  seems  to  have  been  all  that  Bombay  required.^ 

’ For  forty-five  years  no  further  difficulties  are  recorded.  Under  date 
ithe  12th  May  1^3  the  Diary  of  the  Bombay  Court  of  Oyer  and 
;Terminer  has  the  following  entry  : The  bakers  attend  the  Court  coin- 
iplaining  that  the  present  price  of  wheat  will  not  afford  their  making 
;jbread  of  the  weight  and  price  formerly  sottled.  After  hearing  what 
they  had  to  offer,  as  also  after  consulting  the-  merchants  with  respect 
to  the  price  of  wheat,  it  is  ordered  that  a loaf  of  the  first  sort  of  bread 
inveighing  7 ozs.  and  of  the  second  sort  weighing  8 ozs.  shall  be  sold  at 
3 1 pice  each  loaf.  In  case  of  any  deficiency  in  weight  the  bakers  to 


\ Pub.  Diary  144  of  179^,  2827-2828.  ^ piary  144  of  1799,  2828-2827. 

^ On  8th  October  1799  the  Government  of  India  sent  3U,000  bag’s  of  rice  and  intimated 
liat  they  would  send  20,000  or  30,000  more  in  reference  to  Bomliay  Government  re(|uest 
f 11th  September  1799.  Pub,  Diary  144  of  1799,  2825-2828. 

^ Pub.,  Diary  144  of  1799,^2829.  ^ Sec.,  Out  L.  B,  5 of  1894-  1898„  87. 
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1743. 

Wheat, 

1743. 


1747. 


3748. 


be  subject  to  a penalty  o£  Rs.  2 for  every  ounce  of  bread  found  short 
in  weight.^ 

Three  months  later  the  same  Court  records : As  there  is  frequent 
complaint  from  the  bakers  of  the  size  and  weight  of  bread,  two  of  the 
Justices  are  empowered  to  settle  the  weight  and  price  monthly." 

On  the  28th  October  1743,  the  Bombay  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 
write  : The  bakers  frequently  complaining  of  the  price  of  ^yheat  which 
obliges  them  to  inciease  that  of  bread,  the  Court  were  of  opinion  it  would 
be  best  to  get  some  person  to  agree  for  wheat  at  a fixed  price  for  a 
certain  time.  The  several  merchants  being  ordered  to  attend  they 
were  severally  asked  at  what  price  they  would  engage  to  supply  the 
bakers.  Gangadas  Rupjks  proposal  was  found  the  lowest,  namely  R s.  24 
per  hhandi  for  the  term  of  five  months  conditioned  for  a penalty  of 
Rs.  1000  on  any  default.  The  bakers  to  be  obliged  to  take  wheat  from 
him  only  and  if  they  had  any  complaint  or  objection  to  make  of  the 
Avheat  by  him  tendered,  they  should  do  it  before  it  is  carried  away  or 
it  will  not  be  admitted  afterwards.  This  the  Court  confirmed  and 
ordered  that  a proportionable  advance  be  made  on  bread  as  from  the 
rate  of  20  to  24  rupees  a hhandi  for  wheat;  the  Aveight  to  be  as 
formerly.^ 

Tour  years  later  pressure  again  set  in.  A GoAurnment  Consultation, 
the  27  th  February  1747,  records:  Wheat  being  Rs.  5 per dearer 
than  Avhen  Ave  contracted  for  biscuit  for  our  marine  at  the  rate  of 
Rs.  2i  per  man,  it  is  agreed  that  Rs.  3 per  man  be  allowed  the 
contractors  till  the  price  of  the  grain  falls.^  ^ 

Two  months  later,  14th  April  1747,  Go\urnment  repeat:  Wheat 
being  groAAm  extravagantly  dear  and  still  rising  it  is  agreed  that  Rs.  4 
per  uwn  be  alloAved  the  contractors  for  biscuit  for  the  service  of  the 
marine  till  the  price  becomes  more  reasonable.'' 

Three  months  later,  the  30th  July  1747,  GoAUrnment  repeat:  The 
price  of  wheat  being  greater  now  than  all  this  season  and  there  being 
no  probability  of  its  fall  for  some  time  it  is  agreed  that  until  Avheat 
can  be  procured  at  a more  reasonable  rate,  the  contractor  Avho  supplies 
our  cruizers  Avith  biscuit  be  alloAved  Rs.  the  man.^ 

On  the  20th  October  1747  they  record : The  people  on  board  our 
cruizers  during  the  great  scarcity  and  dearness  of  grain  this  last  season 
Avere  allowed  only  half  the  usual  alio aauuccs  of  bread  the  other  half 
being  made  up  to  them  in  ddl  and  rice.  As  the  price  of  biscuit  is 
now  reduced  to  Rs.  4^  the  man  and  is  daily  falling,  the  provisional 
marine  paymaster  is  directed  to  give  the  seamen  their  full  alloAAuuce  of 
bread  from  the  1 st  of  next  mouth  as  that  will  be  more  satisfactory  to 
them.^ 

Next  year  the  scarcity  of  grain  aaus  over.  On  the  26th  January 
1 748  Government  record : The  price  of  Avheat  being  lately  somewhat 
fallen  it  is  agreed  that  the  price  of  biscuit  for  the  Honourable  Com- 


I B()inT)ay  Court  of  Oyer  and  Tevrnhicr  Diary  119  of  1743-1745,  8. 

‘ BoiiiCay  Court  of  Oy^v  and  Teruiiuer  Diary,  2(;tli  Au^^  1713,  NOl.  Ill)  of  1743-  1745. 

'*  BoiuBay  Court  of  Oyer  and  Teriniiier  Diary  119  of  1743  - 174;),  27-25. 


'*  1)0111  hay 
a Pul).  Di.ary  20  of  1747,  07. 
Bub.  Diary  20  of  1747,  258. 


s Dub.  Diary  JN'o.  20  of  1747,  122. 

" 1'u.l).  Diary  20  of  1747,  377  - 37S. 
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pany^s  vessels  be  lowered  from  Us.  to  Rs.  3 the  man  which  is 
conformable  to  the  price  of  wheat. ^ 

Four  months  later  another  change  was  required.  On  the  31st  May 
1748  Government  resolve  : Mdieat  being  risen  to  Rs.  48-1-6  the  khandi 
it  is  agreed  that  the  price  of  biscuit  be  raised  from  Rs.  3 to  Rs.  4|  the 
man.  Still  the  price  is  to  be  lowered  as  grain  will  admit,  that  the  whole 
allowance  of  biscuit  be  continued  to  the  Europeans  in  the  marine.^ 

Six  years  brought  a fresh  scarcity.  A Government  Consultation, 
the  28th  May  1751,  records : Read  a petition  from  dhe  barrack  master, 
setting  forth  that  the  present  (1754)  dearness  of  wheat,  it  being  at 
Rs.  40  the  khandi,  has  occasioned  a loss  to  him  by  supplying  the 
militarv  during  the  last  fifteen  da  vs  in  April  of  Rs.  139-2-981,  which 
he  hopes  the  Board  will  take  into  consideration.  The  Board  agree  to 
2)ay  the  sum  mentioned.^ 

Twenty-eight  years  later  at  a Consultation,  the  20th  February  1782, 
read  a letter  from  the  attorney  to  the  agent  for  victualling  His 
Majesty^s  squadron  at  Madras.  As  the  quantity  of  wheat  (8000  or 
10,000  bags)  he  desires  to  export  to  Madras  for  His  Majesty^s  squadron 
there  is  so  very  large  and  as  the  exportation  may  greatly  distress  this 
settlement,  it  is  ordered  that  the  Custom  Master  lay  before  us  an 
account  of  the  annual  importation  of  wheat  for  five  years  past  that  we 
may  judge  what  ])roportion  the  quantity  required  bears  to  the  consump- 
tion of  this  2:)laco.^ 

A week  later  (27th  February  1782)  Government  received  the  follow^ 
ing  abstract : 

Bombay  Wheat  Trade,  1776  - 17 SI. 


Year, 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1st  A iirjHst  to  olst  July. 

Khamlis. 

Kliandis, 

1776-77  ... 

2744 

1153 

1777-78  

4167 

870 

1778-79  

8032 

1859 

1779-80  

1879 

390 

1780-81  ... 

6392 

2814 

At  a Consultation  of  the  same  date  they  record  : As  it  appears  from 
1 the  above  abstract  that  there  is  noAV  on  the  island  a quantity  nearly 
j'  equal  to  one  }"ear^s  consumption,  as  the  season  when  the  chief  imports 
r are  made  is  now  just  approaching,  and  as  the  supply  required  must  be 
I of  great  importance  to  the  squadron,  it  is  agreed  to  send  directions  to 
1 the  Chief  and  Council  at  Jambusar  to  give  permission  to  Mr.  Callander 
} to  purchase  the  quantity  required  for  the  Madras  s(|uadron  unless  they 
f should  find  the  produce  of  the  crops  will  not  admit  of  such  an  export 
without  injury  to  the  public  and  enhancing  the  price.  They  should 
f also  direct  Mr.  Callander  to  make  the  purchase  with  all  possible  caution 
: to  prevent  alarm. ^ 


Chapter  II. 
Trade. 

Wheat, 

1748. 


1754. 


1782, 


1 Pul).  Diary  21  of  1748,  .81.  2 21  of  1748,  182. 

^ Pub.  Diary  27  of  1754,  158.  ‘1  Pub.  Diary  79  of  1782,  GG. 

. , 5 Pub.  DiiLi-y  79  of  1782,  81-82. 
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To  the  supply  of  Gram  the  following  references  have  been  traced. 
On  the  2 Mh  August  1677  Bombay  wrote  to  Surat : We  have  not  a 
pound  of  gram  for  the  horses  wdiich  puts  them  very  much  out  of  case. 
Therefore  please  to  send  us  in  one  of  the  shihars  50  khandis.  Our 
want  proceeds  from  the  hinges  (the  Moghahs)  strict  prohibition  that 
no  corn  should  be  carried  out  of  his  country.^ 

Nine  years  later,  2nd  December  1686,  Mr.  J.  Wyborne  Deputy 
Governor  and  Council  at  Bombay,  to  His  Excellency  and  Council  at 
Surat,  repeats  the  same  complaint : We  are  in  great  want  of  gram 
for  the  horses  which  makes  us  desire  a supply  of  about  100  bags  may 
be  sent  by  next  convoy.  This  will  serve  us  some  time.^ 

Forty  years  later  (1728)  a difficulty  rose  in  regard  to  gram.  A 
Consultation,  the  31st  May  1728,  records  ; The  Moody,  or  general 
Parsi  agent  of  Government,  also  represents  his  case  in  supplying  gram 
for  the  Honourable  Company's  cattle.  This  he  has  hitherto  charged  no 
higher  than  at  the  rate  of  Its.  13  the  kkandi  pice  money  according  to. 
the  contract  made  with  the  Honourable  President  for  supplying  it  in 
former  years.  But,  through  the  great  scarcity  of  last  season,  the  price 
rising  so  considerably  that  the  last  he  purchased  was  at  Its.  21  the 
kkandi  rupee  money,  he  lays  before  the  Board  the  rates  he  purchased 
for  since  April  1727  to  the  ultimo  of  last  April,  whereby  does  accrue  ' 
to  him  by  the  difference  he  has  paid  for  it  and  what  charged  ta 
the  Honourable  Company  a real  loss  of  Bs.  855-2-67  ; besides  ^Yhat 
he  suffers  in  redelivering  and  what  is  destroyed  by  vermin.  He 
therefore  humbly  prays  our  consideration  to  make  him  such  allowance- 
as  we  shall  deem  just  and  reasonable.  The  President  then  informs 
the  Board  that  in  1722  when  the  price  of  grain  was  settled  with 
the  Moody,  it  was  for  no  longer  than  one  year  and  then  to  be  renewed 
yearly  as  the  price  should  rise  or  fall.  That  after  1723  the  price 
continued  rising,  though  not  very  considerably,  until  the  last  season 
during  which  time  the  Moody  has  several  times  sought  to  be  relieved 
in  this  article  of  gram.  To  this  he  bade  the  Moody  have  patience, 
expecting  the  same  might  have  again  so  considerable  a fall  that  there 
might  be  no  occasion  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  price  it  has  from 
that  time  been  charged  at.  The  result  proving  otherwise,  and  the  price 
of  all  grain  in  general  likely  for' some  time  to  come  to  continue  high, 
he  thinks  the  Moody  ought  to  have  a reasonable  consideration.  The 
rest  of  the  Board  being  of  the  same  opinion  it  is  agreed  that  the.  sum 
of  Bs.  800  be  allowed  the  Moody  for  what  he  suffered  in  the  supply 
of  that  article  to  the  ultimo  last  April,  and  that  he  be  allowed  Bs.  21 
a khandi  for  what  gram  he  supplies  the  service  withal  from  that  time 
until  other  gram  is  imported  which  is  not  expected  until  February  or 
March  next,  when  the  price  is  to  be  anew  settled  with  Irim  according 
as  it  shall  then  govern.^ 

Nine  years  later,  4th May  1737,  a Consultation  records:  The  Surat 
Chief  and  factors  have  supplied  us  with  what  sepoys  and  live  cattle 
they  could  get,  but  our  orders  arrived  too  late  for  their  sending  gram. 
They  will  provide  a quantity  in  readiness  at  Gandevi  to  be  sent  us. 
by  the  first  conveyance  after  the  rains. ^ 

1 Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4.  of  1677-1087,  44.  = Qiit.  L.  B 4 of  1677-  1(387,  20. 

■i  Bub.  Diary  3 of  1727-28,  119-120.  **  Bub.  Diary  10  of  1736,-37,  114 
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Tho  20th  February  1750,  a Consultation  records  : Doing  in  want  of 
gram,  it  is  agreed  that  tho  Chief  and  factors  at  Surat  be  directed  to 
purchase  200  khandis  at  Jainbusar  as  soon  as  possible  if  the  same  is  to 
bo  had  so  as  to  turn  out  with  charges  about  Rs.  18  the  kliandi} 

A Consultation,  the  8th  November  1768,  records:  The  powder- 
house  committee  represent  that  they  have  had  an  offer  of  being 
i supplied  with  gram  at  Rs.  11  the  Idiandi  for  one  year  or  at  the  rate  of 
Rs.  13  for  three  years.  The  first  is  accepted  and  the  contract  ordered 
' to  be  concluded." 

To  Ghi  or  Clarified  Butter  only  one  reference  has  been  traced.  On 
I Ihe  12th  May  1696  Bombay  writes  to  Surat:  If  any  opportunity 
j should  present  before  the  rains,  we  would  have  you  send  us  half  a 
( dozen  or  half  a score  duffers  or  leather  eases  of  ^/li  it  being  very 
! scarce  on  the  island.^ 

To  Oil  the  following  in  a Government  Consultation,  the  28th 
]Fel)ruary  1741,  is  the  only  reference:  Oil  expended  in  the  several 
loutforts  an(i  garrisons  amounting  to  Rs.  159|,  arises  from  an  established 
f usual  quantity  allotted  monthly  to  each  place.  Less  than  this  cannot  ^ 
j suffice.  The  amount  admits  of  no  alteration.^ 

To  Mood  the  following  is  the  only  reference.  A Consultation,  the 
[ 5th  May  1 739,  records:  Being  in  great  apprehensions  of  wanting 
cwood  for  the  use  of  this  island,  it  is  resolved  that  a competent  number 
of  boats  be  sent  to  Anjanvel  to  procure  n hat  can  be  got  there ; and 
ithat  if  necessary  a galley  be  appointed  to  convoy  the  boats.^ 

A letter  from  Surat,  the  8th  February  1676,  seems  to  show  that  at 
I the  time  of  transfer  Bombay  was,  or  was  believed  to  bo,  well  supplied 
iwith  Fruit.  'The  Surat  Council  write:  The  governor  of  Surat,  Sayed 
I Mahmud,  and  several  eminent  persons  have  desired  us  to  send  for 
fsome^  good  watermelons,  and  of  the  best  black  and  white  grapes, 

I especially  black  grapes  of  tho  long  sort,  together  with  whatsoever 
J excellent  fruit  is  procurable  in  Bombay,  Bandra,  and  places  adjacent 
;!  which  we  find  are  very  acceptable  here.  Fail  not  therefore  to  send  us 

I I some  good  quantities  of  said  melons  and  grapes  by  every  boat  that 
: comes  up.  When  you  have  no  boats  bound  this  way  hire  a boat  on 

purpose  and  send  Iho  melons  and  grapes  up  to  us ; and  pass  the  charge 
i to  the  Company's  account  in  regard  nothing  can  better  please  those  great 
men  than  such  sort  of  fruit.® 

! In  1769  measures  were  adopted  for  cheapening  and  improving  the 
jsupply  of  fruit.  The  19th  August  1769  Mr.  Alexander  Callander 
0 Clerk  of  the  Peace,  wrote  to  the  President  and  Council : The  Grand 
' Jury  at  the  last  Sessions  of  Peace  held  for  this  town  and  island  of  Bombay, 
having  represented  to  the  Court  of  Sessions  then  sitting  that  they 
( apprehended  many,  good  consequences  for  tho  gain  of  the  island  and 
; benefit  of  the  inhabitants  in  general  by  a republicatioii  of  all  the  sundry 
< publications  and  regulations  issued  by  your  Honours^  predecessors  in  the 

|__ ' 

I 

: I 1 PuL.  Diary  23  of  1750,  71.  2 p^]).  piary  51  of  17G8,  598. 

I Sec.  Out.  L.  P..  5 of  1G91-1G9G,  91,  4 pjary  14  of  1740-41,  104. 

! 5 Pub.  Diary  12  of  1739,  1G7- 1G8. 

Surat  Pact.  Out  L,  I>.  2 of  1G75-7G,  73.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  84. 
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months  of  Septemlmv  1757  and  Novem1>Gr  1759^  I am  directed  by  the 
Court  to  request  that  your  Honours  will,  if  yon  approve  thereof,  cause  the 
same  to  be  republished  as  aforesaid,  together  with  the  rates  of  labour 
and  hamalage  settled  by  a committee  of  your  Board  under  the  1 3th ' 
February  1768,  adding  that  no  servant  should  leave  his  master  without 
a month^s  warning  first  given,  and  in  like  manner  every  master  shall 
give  his  servant  either  a monthN  warning  or  a montliN  w^ages.  As 
it  appeared  to  the  said  Court  that  many  articles  of  provision,  parti- 
cularly fruit  and  greens,  are  greatly  exhausted  by  the  Parsis  going  over 
to  the  other  side  and  there  engrossing  the  same,  they  have  especially 
to  request  that  a publication  may  be  issued  to  prevent  this  abuse,  and 
that  all  customs  or  fees  collected  on  the  imj)ortation  of  any  provisions 
fruit  or  greens  may  be  entirely  abolished.  They  have  also  further  to 
request  that  two  large  sheds  may  be  built  within  the  town  walls  for 
the  public  markets  to  be  held  in,  one  for  meat  and  fowls  and  another 
for  fruit  and  greens,  in  such  convenient  palts  of  the  town  as  your 
Honours  may  judge  most  proper  for  the  purpose.  They  have  to 
request  that  your  Honours  will  please  to  order  the  public  roads  of  the 
island  in  general  and  the  streets  of  the  town  to  be  properly  repaired 
at  the  Honourable  Company^  expensed 

On  these  different  suggestions,  at  a Consultation  the  26th  August 
1769,  the  Board  remark : Bead  the  above  letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace,  recommending,  by  order  of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  sundr}^  points 
to  our  consideration,  on  which  the  following  resolutions  are  come  to,  the 
necessary  orders  to  be  issued  in  consequence.  The  several  publications 
issued  in  September  1757  and  November  1759,  with  the  rates  of  labour 
and  hamalage  settled  in  February  1768  are  ordered  to  be  republished. 
Should  tradesmen  or  others  refuse  to  adhere  thereto  complaint  is  to  be 
made  to  the  Clerk  of  the  market  as  also  of  all  oilier  abuses  relative  to  the 
market  when  the  Clerk,  either  by  himself,  or  by  application  from  him  to 
any  of  His  Majesty^s  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Avill  afford  redress  to  the  party 
aggrieved.  A publication  likewise  to  be  issued  against  the  Parsis  g’oing 
to  the  other  side  and  engrossing  provisions  particularly  fruit  and 
greens,  and  all  fees  on  the  two  last  mentioned  articles  to  be  abolished. 
But  as  the  custom  master  and  clerk  of  the  market  lose  a considerable 
advantage  thereby,  it  is  agreed  in  lieu  thereof  to  permit  of  a fee  of 
two  annas  per  bale  on  the  import  of  cotton  three-fifths  to  be  given 
to  the  Bombay  Custom  Master,  one-fifth  to  the  Mahim  Custom 
Master,  and  one-fifth  to  the  Clerk  of  the  market.  Two  large 
sheds  to  be  built  wdthin  the  town  nnlls  for  the  public  markets  to 
be  held  in,  one  for  meat  and  fowls,  the  other  for  fruit  and  greens 
and  a constable  to  attend  the  sheds  rvith  an  allowance  of  a quarter  of 
a rupee  a day.  No  servant  to  leave  his  master  without  a month’s 
warning,  and  no  master  to  discharge  his  servant  without  a month’s 
warning  or  a month’s  wages.  The  public  roads  are  now  repairing 
and  the  streets  are  under  the  care  of  the  scavenger  who  must  repair 
them,  the  charge  being  defrayed  by  the  land  paymaster.^ 

'Next  year,  7th  November  1770,  a Consultation  records:  Bead  a 
letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  by  order  of  His  Majesty’s  Justices, 
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recomraendiug*  that  a market  may  bo  estaldished  without  the  gates  for 
greens  upon  the  same  footing  as  that  Avithiiy  which  is  agreed  to.^ 

l^omhay  Government  Consultatioig  18th  February  1772  : Read  a 
letter  from  the  Bench  of  His  iMajesty^s  Justices  recommending*  tliat 
the  present  stated  prices  on  fruit  and  greens  be  taken  off  vhich  they 
believe  will  be  the  means  of  the  market  being’  better  supplied.  It  is 
therefore  agreed  to  try  the  same  for  three  months  to  commence  the  1st 
of  next  montlg  of  which  due  notice  must  be  given.  At  the  same  time 
the  dealers  must  be  required  to  sell  the  fruit  and  greens  at  the 
public  market  as  heretofore.^ 

In  1803  the  follownng  correspondence  took  place  regarding  the 
rebuilding  of  the  Fort  greens  and  mutton  markets  destroyed  in  the 
great  lire  : Letter  from  IMr.  Simon  Halliday  Clerk  of  the  market^  10th 
May  1803,  to  Air.  John  Hector  Cherry  President,  and  Alembers  of  the 
Town  Committee.  The  near  approach  of  the  rains  and  the  probability 
of  no  final  arrangements  being  adopted  for  rebuilding  the  town  l^efore 
* that  period^  induce  me  to  apply  to  your  committee  for  permission  to 
build^  subject  wdien  requirecl  to  be  removed,  a temporary  shed  covered 
with  tiles  on  the  ground  occupied  by  the  late  green  market  so  as  to 
shelter  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  that  useful  and  necessary 
1 class  of  people  the  fruit  and  vegetable  dealers.^ 

Letter  from  Air.  James  Hallett  Secretary  to  the  Town  Committee, 
11th  Alay  1803,  to  Mr.  James  Augustus  Grant  Secretary  to  Govern- 
ment ; I am  directed  by  the  Town  Committee  to  request  you  will 
submit  to  the  Flonourable  the  Governor  in  Council  the  accompany- 
j ing  popy  of  an  application  from  tlie  Clerk  of  the  market  with  their 
mpinion,  that  the  public  convenience  will  be  much  assisted  by  a 
^ compliance  therewith  the  more  particularly  as  IMr.  Halliday  pledges 
5 himself  that  the  Iruilding  shall  be  removed  at  any  time  wdien  required.^ 

; Bombay  Government  Diary  13th  Alay  1803:  The  above  reeom- 
1 mendation  was  yesterday  acquiesced  in  on  the  ground  of  the  proposed 
i market  being  a public  work  aod  less  liable  to  abuse  under  the  charge  of 
I the  Clerk  of  the  market  than  if  in  private  hands.  At  the  same  time 
1 the  committee  was  informed  that  Air.  Halliday  was  to  be  responsible 
1 that  not  a single  piece  of  matting  nor  a single  post  of  timber  shall 
4 on  any  pretext  be  used  on  this  structure  but  that  the  supporters  be 
(constructed  of  brick  or  stone. ^ 

I In  reply,  the  17th  Alay  1803,  Air.  Simon  Halliday  Clerk  of  the 
i market,  addressed  John  Hector  Cherry  President  and  A1  embers  of  the 
: Town  Committee  : I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
^Secretary's  letter  of  yesterday^s  date  enclosing  copy  of  a letter  from  the 
Secretary  to  Government  of  the  12th  instant  being  in  reply  to  my 
I application  of  the  ] 0th  to  your  committee  for  permission  to  erect  a 
j temporary  shed  during  the  rains  for  the  fruit  and  green  sellers  on  the  site 
of  the  late  market  place.  I am  sorry  to  observe  that  under  the  existing 
circumstances  I do  not  think  I can  avail  myself  of  the  permission 
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o'ranted  by  tbe  Honourable  the  Governor  in  Council  to  erect  the 
temporary  shed  alluded  to  without  not  only  incurring*  more  expense 
than  it  would  be  prudent  for  me  to  be  at ; but  also  that  the  near 
approach  of  the  rains  will  preclude  me  from  procuring*  a sufficient 
number  of  workmen  necessary  to  complete  the  undertaking  in  time.  I 
must  therefore  lay  it  aside  and  in  lieu  thereof  beg  leave  to  suggest^  to 
the  committee  that  the  evil  may  still,  I think,  be  remedied  by  removing 
the  market  to  that  spot  of  ground  in  the  Parsi  bazar  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Governor's  old  horse  stable.  There  are  at  present 
temporary  buildings  sufficient  with  a small  expense  to  answer  the 
purpose  wanted.  I humbly  submit  that  this  spot  cannot  be  turned 
to  a more  useful  or  better  account  than  that  of  a permanent  public 
market  which  wdth  a little  arrangement  can  in  my  opinion  be  made  to 
answ^er  the  purposes  both  of  a mutton  and  of  a vegetable  market.  At 
present  the  ground  is  occupied  only  by  a few  mutton  butchers,  a cooper, 
and  a chair-maker  who  says  he  is  under  the  barrack  master.  There  are  tw  o 
opening's  into  this  place,  one  from  the  Parsi  bazar  street  and  the  othei 
from  Punch  House  lane,  by  which  the  meat  and  vegetable  markets  may 
be  kept  perfectly  distinct ; and  there  is  a small  house  at  the  gatew^ay  in 
the  Parsi  bazar  which  w^ould  answer  remarkably  w^ell  for  the  constable 
who  superintends  the  market  to  reside  in.  1 here  is  also  a well  within  the 
premises  which  would  afford  water  sufficient  to  keep  the  place  sweet 
and  clean.  Should  this  suggestion  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the 
committee  and  ultimately  with  that  of  the  Honourable  the  Governor  in 
Council,  many  persons  u ould  be  glad  to  erect  the  market  upon  any 
fixed  plan  without  being  an  expense  to  Government.^ 

This  proposal  was  considered  by  Government  and  the  following  entry 
made  the  20th  May  1803:  The  suggestion  submitted  in  the  above 
letter  with  respect  to  converting  the  spot  of  ground  known  in  the  bazar 
by  the  name  of  the  Governor^  old  horse  stable  into  a site  for  a mutton 
and  vegetable  market  was  on  the  19  th  approved  and  the  commAtee 
authorized  to  direct  the  clei’k  of  the  market  to  proceed  accordingly." 

The  following  papers  relate  to  the  supply  of  Meat  for  Bombay : 

Bombay  Government  Consultation  6th  July  1720  : The  President 
acquainted  the  Board  that  this  meeting  is  occasioned  b}^  several  complaints 
that  have  been  made  to  him  both  from  the  English  and  Black  inhabitants, 
the  one  for  w^ant  of  provisions  the  other  that  their  fowfis  ducks  and 
other  animals  are  taken  away  by  force.  He  proposes  as  the  most  likely 
method  to  remedy  these  complaints  that  a proclamation  be  issued  i 
positively  forbidding  all  persons  whatsoever  to  take  anything  by  force, 
and  ordering  the  vereadores  to  supply  the  market  (for  the  use  of 
English  inhabitants)  as  follows,  every  Saturday  w ith  two  cows,  every 
Monday  and  Thursday  with  goats,  and  every  AYednesday  and  Friday, 
with  fish  ; and  likewise  directing  all  persons  that  want  fowls  or  ducks 
to  send  to'the  vereadores  for  them,  w ho  shall  supply  them,  if  procurable, 
at  the  following  rates  : For  a grown  fowl  15  dugdnis  (24  as.),  for  af 
grown  duck  18  dugdnis  (3  as.),  and  so  in  proportion  for  small  ones. 


’ Pub.  Diary  174  of  1803,  2044-47.  , , t:.-  i „ 
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This  is  approved  and  the  Secretary  is  ordered  to  get  ready  a proclamation 
to  that  purpose.^  Next  day  (7th  July  1720)  the  Secretary  drew  out 
and  published  a proclamation  according  to  the  above  order  o£  Council.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation  18th  May  1733:  Mr.  Henry 
Kellet,  marine  paymaster,  represents  that  whereas  he  was  allowed  to 
charge  formerly  5 pice  a lb.  for  all  beef  supplied  the  Honourable 
Company's  vessels,  that  the  alteration  that  has  been  lately  made  from 
72  pice  to  80  for  a rupee  is  11  per  cent  to  his  prejudice  ; and  cattle 
being  now  dearer  and  much  more  deficient  to  be  had  than  ever,  he 
desires  the  liberty  of  this  Board  to  charge  for  the  future  pice  for 
each  pound  of  beef.  This  is  agreed  to.^ 

A Consultation  of  the  llth  September  1733  shows  that  in  this  year 
the  difficulty  of  proper  supplies  extended  to  almost  all  kinds  of  animal 
food : It  being  represented  by  the  land  and  marine  paymasters  that 
through  the  extraordinary  dearth  and  scarcity  of  fowls  mutton  and  kid, 

; proper  for  the  soldiers  and  sailors  that  are  sick  in  the  hospital  when 
they  are  upon  recovery,  it  is  impossible  for  the  undertaker  who  supplies 
the  hospital  to  afford  such  nourishment  or  diet  for  the  price  that  has 
been  usually  paid  him,  namely  12  pice  a day;  and  the  want  of  such 
daily  supplies  occasions  clamour  and  complaint  from  the  sick  people ; 

) and  as  we  are  truly  sensible  of  the  reasonableness  of  this  information 
and  that  without  such  diet  and  proper  nourishment  the  sick  recover 
very  slowly  if  at  all,  it  is  agreed  therefore  that  the  land  and  marine 
I paymasters  allow  the  undertaker  that  provides  the  hospital  with 
( provisions  three  pice  extraordinary  per  day  for  each  person,  and  that 
[ they  charge  the  same  in  their  monthly  accounts  to  charges  extraordinary, 

I the  12  pice  formerly  paid  being  stopped  out  of  the  pay  of  the  sick.^ 

In  1737  a further  advance  in  the  price  of  beef  gave  rise  to  the 
) following  correspondence  : Letter  from  Captain  Thomas  Stoneham, 

[ Purser  Marine,  Bombay  2Ith  June  1737.  Provisions  and  other 
I necessaries  being  at  present  much  dearer  than  usual,  I have  made  an 
i estimate  of  their  prices  which  are  as  follows  : 

I 

1.  Billet  wood  bought  since  March  last,  exclusive  of  servants 
wastage  and  other  charges  cost  Bs.  2 per  mille. 

2.  A hog  weighing  about  60  lbs.  cost  Bs.  3^;  feeding  it  to' 
j prevent  it  giving  the  flux  being  otherwise  full  of  oil,  Bs.  14  ; cooly 

hire,  res  50  (2  as.) ; total  Bs.  5-0-50.  Pork  amounts  to  7 jdceper  lb. 
exclusive  of  servants  and  other  charges. 

O 

3.  A bullock  weighing  about  130  lbs.  cost  Bs.  9 ; straw  6 
bundles  per  day  or  180  bundles  a month  at  Bs.  16  the  thousand 
amounts  to  Bs.  2-3-50  ; total  Bs.  11-3-50.  Beef  amounts  to  pice  7| 
the  pound  exclusive  of  servants  and  other  charges. 

If  the  beef  and  pork  are  salted  it  costs  half  a pice  the  pound  more, 
f During  the  rains  (June  J uly  August  and  September)  the  cattle  ought 
to  be  fed  with  a little  grain,  besides  straw,  to  keep  them  in  any  tolerable 
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^ Puh.  Diary  1 of  1720,  107.  Forrest’s  Home  Kcries,  II,  23-24. 

! k’!’  '0* *-  '■  5 of  1732-33,  137. 

* Tub.  Diary  5 of  1733-33,  302,  203. 
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meat,  Avhicli  caiiiiot  be  done  for  less  than  one  pice  the  pound.  But  for 
this  last  commodity  there  is  at  present  not  any  to  be  had.  I therefore 
hope  you  will  please  to  consider  of  a convenient  place  in  order  to  send 
a cooper,  casks  &c.  and  likewise,  if  you  think  proper,  I shall  very 
readily  go  myself  that  there  may  be  a suflicient  quantity  procured 
an-ainst  the  eruizers  are  to  sail.^ 

O 

Bombay  (tovernment  Consultation,  2 ith  June  1737  : Bead  the 
above  letter  from  Captain  Thomas  Stoneham,  Purser  Marine,  setting 
forth  that  through  the  great  scarcity  of  all  kinds  of  provision,  he  cannot 
possibly  furnish  beef  pork  and  wood  at  the  stated  prices  ; they  actually 
standing  liim  in  50  per  cent  more  and  upwards.  The  consideration  of 
the  same  is  deferred  till  we  can  more  pai'ticularly  inform  ourselves  of 
the  prices  of  the  several  articles  of  provisions.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  29tli  July  1737  : Having*,  upon 
inquiry  made  concerning  the  price  of  beef  and  other  articles  of  provisions, 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Purser  ]\Iarine  cannot  atford  to  supply^  those 
mentioned  in  his  letter  of  21th  June  at  less  than  they^  are  computed, 
we  must  agree  to  permit  him  to  charg*e  them  at  those  rates  while  the 
present  scarcity  continues,' namely,  billet  wood  at  Bs.  2 per  mi  lie;  beef 
at  pice  7-1  per  pound;  ancl  pork  at  pice  7 per  pound 

Three  years  later  (1740)  the  correspondence  was  resumed:  Letter 
from  ]\Ir.  Thomas  Stoneham,  15th  August  1740.  In  obedience  to 
your  commands  of  the  5th  instant  for  proposals  to  renew  the  agreement 
for  supplying  the  several  articles  to  be  provided  for  the  marine,  which 
at  present  are  as  follows  : 

1.  Beef  at  71  pice  per  pound. 

2.  Billet  wood  at  Bs.  2|  per  mille. 

3.  Salt-fish  at  Bs.  5 per  eorg*e. 

4.  Tallow  at  Bs.  4 per  ma)K 

5.  Straw  at  Bs.  3|  per  100  bundles. 

I accoi’dingly  hope  y'our  Honours  are  of  opinion  that  the  above  prices 
jind  former  conditions  are  as  lo'W  and  reasonable  as  they  possibly'  can 
for  the  year  ensuing*,  considering  the  losses  sustained  and  also  the 
additional  charges  often  imposed  by'  our  neighbours.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation  of  15th  August  1740 : It  occurs  to 
the  Board  that  the  price  of  the  beef  (which  is  far  the  most  considerable 
article)  is  rather  too  high  and  might  probably  from  other  hands  be  had 
something  inrder  the  purser  marineN  rate.  But  as  the  Honourable 
Company  seem  to  give  this  person  the  preference  in  supply'ing*  their 
marine,  we  apprehend  it  will  be  agreeable  to  them  that  w'e  fix  with 
him  upon  the  best  conditions  he  will  a,f(;ord.  In  order  to  settle  the 
same  the  purser  marine  is  called  in  and  acquainted  by'  the  President 
that  considering  the  advantages  that  he  reaps  in  his  salary'  and 
otherwise,  it  w'as  ex])eeted  he  would  have  lowered  his  rates.  To 
this  ho  ansv'ers  and  objects  the  growing  impositions  of  the  Marathas 
on  all  exports  of  cattle,  and  other  expenses  in  salting*,  so  that  v ith 
justice  to  himself  ho  cannot  possibly'  afford  lowering  the  price,  and 


1 Pub.  Diary  10  oC  173()-37,  Ib5-M(). 
^ 1 ub.  Diary  10  of  1730-37,  1<37-10'8. 


“ Pub.  Diary  10  of  173()-37,  144. 
PPub.  Diary  13  of  1730  10,  320. 
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therefore  positively  refuses  to  renew  his  contract  at  less.  The  other 
articles  the  Board  is  satisfied  are  pretty  moderate  and  reasonable ; and 
on  the  whole  agreed  to  accept  and  renew  the  contract  for  one  year  on 
the  terms  specified  in  the  said  letter.^ 

The  same  rates  and  arrangements  were  continued  in  1741." 

The  records  of  the  four  years  ending  1752  contains  the  following 
references  to  Gujarat  beef:  Bombay  Government  Diary,  4th  January 
1748.  Although  the  beef  for  the  cruizers  provided  at  Cambay  will 
turn  out  dearer  than  last  season,  it  will  be  much  cheaper  than  if 
proN'ided  at  Surat.^ 

Bombay  Government  Diary,  2Sth  March  1743  : There  came  to  hand 
a letter  from  the  Chief  at  Surat  to  the  President  purposely  to  advise 
that  since  close  of  the  general  letter  60  casks  of  salt  beef  had  been 
received  from  Cambay  which  he  now  sends  hither  on  the  grabs. 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  17  th  January  1752:  Being  in 
want  of  beef  for  our  marine,  and  Cambay  being  the  only  place  at  present 
that  it  can  be  provided  at,  it  is  agreed  that  a letter  be  sent  to  Mr.  Shaw 
I directing  him  to  salt  up  as  much  as  can  be  procured  for  which  purpose 
' Ave  shall  now  send  up  saltjDetre  and  a sal  ter  and  cooper  and  direct  the 
: committee  at  the  Bar  to  forward  as  many  casks  as  can  be  spared  from 
I the  vessels.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  4th  March  1752  : In  regard  to 
our  orders  concerning  salting  uj)  beef,  the  season  was  so  far  advanced 
j that  the  Chief  of  Caml^ay  had  with  great  difficulty  provided  and  sent  to 
j the  gentlemen  at  Surat  Bar  24  live  coavs  though  they  desired  250,  but  that 
] he  expected  to  get  betAveen  20  and  30  more  in  a shoi't  time;  that  the 
] famine  Avhieh  had  raged  there  for  tAvo  or  three  A^ears  had  occasioned  a 
: great  scarcity  of  cattle  but  that  he  Avould  j)roeure  as  many  as  possible.^ 

The  175*8  records.  Court  of  Directors^  letter  of  12th  May  1758 
\ paragra]}h  31,  contain  the  folloAving  reference  to  imports  from  Europe  : 
f AYe  send  beef  and  })ork  agreeable  to  your  indent.  If  any  part  proves 
i bad,  }'ou  must  describe  the  condition  and  give  us  the  marks  and  numbers 
[ of  the  casks,  as  you  did  by  that  consigned  to  you  in  the  Hector^  tliat, 
j.  if  there  shall  appear  a reason  for  it,  Ave  may  knoAv  Avhere  to  apply  for 
s satisfaction.'^' 

A Consultation  of  29th  September  1767  shoAvs  that  the  settlement 
of  Fort  Victoria  in  Batnagiri  to  some  extent  fulfilled  the  object  for 
Avhich  it  had  been  established  : The  marine  paAunaster  noAV  lays  before 
the  B 3ard  an  account  by  AAffiich  it  ap])ears  112,925  j^ounds  av eight  of 
salt  meat  Avill  be  required  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  season.  As 
that  salted  last  year  at  Fort  A^ictoria  turned  out  better  than  that 
provided  at  Cambay,  it  is  directed  that  immediate  orders  be  sent  to  the 
factors  there  to  prepare  for  salting  up  the  above  quantity  if  so  much 
can  be  procured.  If  not,  they  must  immediately  advise  us  that  Ave  may 
take  measures  for  procuring  it  elscAAdiere.^ 


1 rub.  Diary  13  of  .1739-40,  317. 
^ Pub.  Diary  21  of  1748,  10. 

^ Pub.  Diary  25  of  1752,  20. 

''  Pub.  Dop,  (,'ourl’s  L.  VoP  5 of 


2 Pub.  Diary  14  of  1740-41,  321,  315. 

4 Pub.  Diary  21  of  1748,  118. 

« Pub.  Diary  25  of  1752,  85-80. 

1757  - 1701,  93.  « Pub,  Diary  49  of  1767,  531. 
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Section  III.— Prices,  1676-1781. 


The  following  extracts  relate  to  prices  chiefly  of  local  supplies  : 


2 

3 

4 

6 


9 Alum  EiS.  3^ 

10  Iron  Rs.  2^ 

11  Tin  Rs.  n 
]2  Redlead  Rs.  2^ 

13  Guns  Rs.  3 

14  Anchors  Rs.  4 

15  Cordage  Ms.  9 the  cwt. 

16  Tar  at  Rs.  13  the  barrel. 

17  Pitch  at  Rs.  13  the  barrel.^ 


the  ma7i. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Scarlets  and  fine  greens  Rs.  10 
the  yard. 

Broadcloth  coarse  Rs.  2f  the  yard. 

Cloth  rashes  Rs.  2^  the  yard. 

Perpetuanoes  Rs.  20  the  piece. 

Quicksilver  Rs.  45  the  man. 

6 Vermilion  Rs.  10  do. 

7 Lead  Rs.  2|  do. 

8 Copper  Rs.  18  do. 

A Consultation  of  the  27  th  November  1741  records  : In  con- 
sequence of  the  order  made  last  meeting  that  the  Moodys  should 
this  day  enter  upon  a contract  for  the  several  articles  to  be  furnished 
the  ensuing  year,  reckoning  the  same  to  commence  the  1st  instant,  they 
now  attend.  Being  called  in,  many  arguments  are  used  on  their 
part  against  any  reduction  of  the  prices  stipulated  in  their  former 
agreement.  On  the  other  hand  reference  is  made  to  the  present  course 
of  the  markets  at  this  place  as  also  to  the  last  received  price  current 
from  Surat.  From  all  this  the  Board  resolve  with  the  consent  of  the 
said  Moodys  to  fix  the  following  rates  for  the  under-specified  articles 
during  the  term  above  mentioned^: 


Articles. 

1 Almonds 

2 Baskets,  small ... 

3 Bengal  rope 

4 Cotton  ...  ... 

6  Khicliadi 

6 Cotton  yarn  ... 

7 Cinnamon,  the  best  sort  ... 

8 Charcoal 

9 Cambay  paper... 

10  China  root 

11  Camphor,  China  refined  ... 

12  Kundis 

13  Cocoanut  oil  ... 

14  Dancp'i  cloth  21|  covits  of 

f yard  each,  breadth  25 
inches 

15  Daiigri  small  bags 

16  Bad 

17  Dammer 

18  Earthen  pots  ... 

19  Ymehhicliadi ,,, 


Rs. 

5 

qrs. 

0 

res. 

0 

the  Bombay  man. 

0 

0 

11 

each. 

3 

2 

28 

the  Bombay  man. 

5 

0 

0 

do. 

1 

1 

0 

the  Surat  7nan> 

8 

0 

0 

the  Bombay  ma«. 

4 

0 

0 

the  pound. 

0 

1 

0 

the  basket. 

7 

2 

0 

the  ream. 

7 

0 

0 

the  Bombay  ma7i. 

2 

b 

0 

the  pound- 

0 

0 

30 

each.  ' 

4 

0 

0 

the  Bombay  77ian. 

2 

3 

0 

the  piece. 

0 

0 

30 

the  bag. 

1 

1 

0 

the  Surat  ?7ia7i. 

2 

o 

o 

0 

the  Bombay  ma7i. 

0 

0 

25 

the  pot. 

1 

2 

0 

the  Surat  man. 

1 Surat  to  Court  22nd  Sept.  1676,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1675-76,  202.  Forrest’s 
Home  Series,  I.  104. 

2 The  appointment  of  the  Moodys  was  in  the  following  terms  : The  Honourable  John 
Horne,  President  and  Governor,  doth  by  these  presents  constitute  and  appoint  you 
Hirdji  Jiji,  Bhik^ji  Jiji,  and  Manekji  Jiji  jointly  to  be  Moodys  to  the  Honourable  the 
United  English  East  India  Company  at  Bombay  for  providing  and  supplying  the 
several  out-offices  and  vessels  belonging  to  the  said  place  with  all  such  necessaries 
as  are  usually  furnished  by  a moody.  Of  these  you  are  to  keep  a sufficient  stock  by 
you  of  what  are  good  ; and  likewise  you  are  hereby  invested  with  the  sole  power  of 
so  doing  for  which  this  shall  be  your  patent.  Sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  aforesaid 
Honourable  Company  and  given  under  my  hand  in  Bombay  Castle  this  . . . day  of  April 
1738.  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  8 of  1734-  1741,  3. 
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20  GU  ...  ...  6 

2 1 Gram  ...  ...  1 4 

22  Green  wax-cloth  ...  0 

2.‘?  Hartal  (yellow  orpiment)  ..  10 
21  Hemp  ...  ...  2 

25  Honey  ...  ...  4 

26  Indigo  ...  ...  14 

27  Jdgri,  Gul  or  Raw  Sugar  2 

28  Licorice  ...  ...  3 

29  Milk  ...  ...  1 

30  Oil  .,.  ...  3 

31  Onions  ...  ...  0 

* 32  Quicksilver  ...  ...  4 

33  Rice  ...  ...  1 

34  Red  earth  ...  ...  1 

35  Red  waxcloth  ...  0 

36  Redlead  ...  ...  5 

37  Sugar  ...  ...  3 

38  Soap  ...  ...  3 

39  Sannoes  as  per  muster  16 

covits  of  I of  a yard  each, 

1 yard  broad  ...  3 

40  Sugarcandy  ...  ...  7 

41  Thread  ...  ...  28 

42  Varnish  ...  ...  20 

43  Vermilion  ...  ...  4 

41  Verdigris  as  per  muster, 

Surat  ...  ...  1 

Verdigris  as  per  muster, 
Europe  ...  ...  1 

45  Wax  ...  ...  1 1 

46  Whitelead  ...  ...  5 

47  Wood  oil  ...  ...  7 

48  Wood  ...  ...  2 

49  White  wax-cloth  ...  0 

50  Rosewater  ...  ...  2 


qrs.  res. 
1 0 
0 0 
3 0 

0 0 
2 0 
2 0 
0 0 
0 0 
3 0 

3 64 
1 0 
3 0 

2 0 
0 0 
1 0 
2 50 
2 0 
2 0 
0 0 


0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
2 0 

3 0 

0 0 
0 0 
2 0 
3 0 

0 0 
2 50 
0 0 


the  Bombay  ma7u 
the  hhandi. 
the  covit. 
the  Bombay  man. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

the  pound, 
tlie  Surat  man. 
the  Bombay  mar}. 
the  covit  of  f of  a yard, 
the  Bombay  man. 
do. 
do. 


the  piece, 
the  maii^ 
do. 
do. 

the  pound, 
do. 


do. 

the  Bombay  man. 
do. 
do. 

the  thousand, 
the  covit.^ 
the  flask. 


Comparing  the  prices  wifcli  those  of  the  former  year  (1740),  and  allow- 
jingthe  quantities  to  be  expended  the  same  as  then,  we  have  the  pleasure 
do  observe  a saving  will  arise  of  Rs.  2238  2 qrs.  89  res.  The  article  of 
rbread  was  usually  supplied  by  the  Moody,  and  the  last  season  charged 
sat  2 1 the  man,  though  now  indeed  he  offers  to  engage  at  2 J,  at  which 
rate  Mrs.  Tranter  widow  of  Mr.  Tranter,  also  is  willing  to  contract. 
And  here  it  is  remarked  that  her  late  husband,  whose  employ  at  home 
was  biscuit-baking,  though  sent  out  by  our  Honourable  Masters  in 
quality  of  an  ensign,  yet  he  had  been  j)ermitted  to  carry  on  his  trade 
and  which  has  since  been  continued  by  his  widow,  by  which  means  she 
is  possessed  of  all  requisite  conveniences  for  the  business.  The  Board, 
in  consideration  of  her  family  and  the  offer  she  makes  being  equally 
low  with  that  of  the  Moody,  agreed  that  she  have  the  furnishing  the 
i bread,  namely,  at  the  rate  of  2j  the  man  by  which  as  before  remarked 
with  respect  to  the  other  articles,  a gain  on  this  alone  will  accrue  of 
s Rs.  2107  2 qrs.  5 res.  which  added  to  the  above  will  make  a net 
i saving  on  the  whole  of  Rs.  4346  and  94  res.” 


^ Cov^id  (written  also  covit  and  coveed)  is  an  Indo-Portugnese  form  of  the  Portu- 
1!  guese  covado  a cubit  or  ell.  The  Surat  lesser  covid  is  27  inches  English  and  the  greater 
i :;ovid  is  36  inches.  Hobson- Johson,  207.  ^ Diary  14  of  1740.41,  474  - 476. 
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Begiii-ding  similar  rates  six  years  later  a Consultatioiy  the  8th  May 
1717,  records:  The  Moody  having*  delivered  in  proposals  for  snppl)^- 
ing  the  Ilononrahle  Company  with  sundry  articles  for  one  year  as  usual, 
the  same  now  are  examined  and  being  approved  are  as  follows  : 


Articles. 

Rs, 

qrs. 

res. 

1 Aliiioiicls 

4 

1 

50 

the  raaiz. 

2 Baskets  small  ... 

0 

0 

11 

each. 

3 Bengal  rope 

Not  given. 

the  man. 

4 Cotton 

5 

1 

0 

do. 

6 KJiichadi  i 

1 

o 

0 

do. 

6 Cotton  yarn 

8 

1 

0 

do. 

7 Cinnamon 

4 

0 

0 

the  pound. 

8 Charcoal 

0 

1 

0 

the  ba.sket. 

9 Cambay  paper*  ...  . . .• 

0 

2 

0 

the  cprire. 

1 0 China  root 

7 

0 

0 

the  man. 

11  Camphor 

1 

9 

w 

50 

tire  t>ound. 

12  Cocoanut  oil 

4 

1 

0 

the  man. 

13  Kundls 

0 

0 

30  ' 

each. 

14  Zlanpri  cloth 

2 

3 

0 

tlie  piece. 

15  Earthen  pots  ... 

0 

0 

25 

each . 

16  Fine  Ichicliadi  ... 

2 

o 

50 

the  man. 

17  Ghi 

10 

0 

0 

do. 

18  Green  wax-cloth 

0, 

o 

O 

0 

the  covit. 

19  J/artdl 

19 

0 

0 

the  vian. 

20  Hemp 

2 

2 

0 

do. 

21  Quicksilver 

3 

0 

0 

the  pound, 

22  Indigo 

0 

2 

40 

do. 

23  Licorice 

6 

2 

0 

the  man. 

24  Rice 

1 

2 

0 

do. 

25  Redearth 

1 

1 

0 

do. 

26  Red  wax-cloth  ... 

0 

2 

50 

the  covit. 

27  Rosewater 

2 

0 

0 

the  flask. 

28  Sugar 

3 

2 

0 

the  man. 

29  Soap 

• > 

O 

0 

0 

do. 

30  Sannoes 

3 

2 

0 

the  piece. 

31  Sugar  candy 

0 

3 

0 

the  man. 

32  Thread 

1 

0 

0 

the  })Ound. 

33  Variiish 

21 

0 

0 

the  mam. 

34  Vermilion 

3 

2 

0 

the  pound. 

35  Europe  verdigris 

1 

0 

0 

do. 

36  Wax 

14 

0 

0 

the  man. 

37  Whitelead 

Not  given. 

do. 

38  Wood  oil 

do. 

do. 

39  White  wax-cloth 

0 

2 

50 

the  covit. 

40  Surat  verdigris 

2 

0 

0 

the  pound. 

41  Onions 

0 

2. 

0 

tlie  ?nan. 

42  Milk 

2 

0 

0 

do. 

43  Jingelly  oil 

, 4 

1 

0 

do. 

44  Honey 

, 4 

0 

0 

do. 

45  Jdgri,  Gid  or  Raw  Sugar  . . . 

2 

2 

0 

do. 

As  it  is  expected  that  ghi  will  be  cheaper  at  the  opening  of  the 
season,  it  is  agreed  that  the  j^rice  be  again  settled  about  four  months 
hence.  It  is  therefore  directed  that  the  sum  of  Rs.  5000  be  advanced 
the  Moody  to  be  deducted  out  of  his  monthly  accounts  as  Usual. ^ 

Accordingly  four  months  later,  the  12th  September  1747,  the  Board 
direct : The  price  of  ghi  having  risen  greater  since  we  contracted  with 
the  Moody,  in  Consultation  the  8th  of  iMay,  to  supply  the  Honourable 


1 Pub.  Diary  20  of  1747,  162  - 163. 
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Company  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  10  the  man  for  the  term  of  four  months, 
it  is  agreed  that  he  be  allowed  Rs.  13  the  man  from  that  time  until 
the  price  lowers.^ 

Letter  from  His  Majesty’s  Justices  to  the  President,  27th  August 
1770  : We  are  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Parsis  and  others  having 
offered  to  supply  the  island  with  provisions  agreeable  to  the  enclosed 
rates  settled  by  your  Honourable  Board  on  the  20th  September  1757,^ 
we  are  of  opinion  they  should  have  free  liberty  to  go  to  the  adjacent 
countries  to  purchase  them  and  that  the  prohibition  forbidding  it 
should  be  taken  off.  That  it  appears  many  people  under  pretence  of 
dieting  persons  or  dressing  victuals  for  them  do  keep  tippling  houses 
both  within  and  without  the  town,  which  is  not  only  very  prejudicial 
to  the  community  in  general  by  encouraging  gaming  and  other  vices 
and  may  also  be  productive  of  many  robberies.  We  therefore  request 
your  Honour  will  order  a publication  to  be  issued  by  beat  of  drum 
strictly  ordering  all  persons  who  keep  dieting  houses  to  give  in  their 
names  monthly  to  a bench  of  His  Majesty’s  Justices  in  order  that  their 
houses  may  be  duly  visited  by  a peace  officer  whenever  judged  necessary. 
This  we  are  of  opinion  may  prevent  the  abuses  which  for  want  of 
such  a regulation  are  at  present  generally  complained  of.^ 

On  receipt  of  the  above  letter,  the  28th  August  1770,  the  Bombay 
Council  observe : Read  the  above  letter  from  the  Bench  of  His 
Majesty’s  Justices  enclosing  a set  of  regulations  for  fixing  the  prices  of 
provisions  which  are  approved  and  ordered  to  be  carried  into  execution, 
and  a publication  to  be  issued  accordingly ; after  which,  should  any 
one  be  detected  in  charging  more,  a justice  of  peace  on  a regular 
complaint  being  made  will  fine  such  offenders  at  his  discretion.  A 
publication  must  also  be  issued  requiring  all  those  who  keep  dieting 
houses  to  give  their  names  monthly  agreeable  to  what  the  Bench 
recommends.^ 

Court  of  Directors’  letter  19th  March  1778  paragraph  46:  We 
read  with  great  concern  in  the  16th  para  of  your  letter  of  22nd 
December  1776,  that  almost  every  article  of  grain  and  provisions  at 
I Surat  was  50  per  cent  and  some  articles  100  per  cent  above  the  Bombay 
[ prices.  Although  we  fully  approve  of  your  recommendation  to  the 
! Nabob  of  Surat  to  moderate  the  duties  collected  on  the  necessaries  of 
[ life  and  to  increase  them  on  superfluities  and  articles  of  luxury,  yet  as 
^ the  result  of  your  enquiry  has  not  convinced  us  that  so  great  an  excess 
t in  the  prices  of  provisions  at  Surat  could  have  been  occasioned  by  the 
) duties  levied  on  articles  specified  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  and  Council, 
j and  as  we  have  no  idea  that  prices  so  exorbitant  could  have  been  of  long 
\ standing  or  that  a considerable  advance  could  have  happened  without 
1 adequate  and  evident  causes,  we  therefore  direct  that  you  further 
i investigate  the  subject.  Particularly  that  you  ascertain  the  time 
^ when  the  advance  of  prices  was  first  perceived  which  may  be  done  by 
I procuring  exact  accounts  of  the  current  prices  of  provisions  at  Surat 
) for  a few  years  past.  You  are  then  to  examine  whether  any  of  our 
^ servants  traded  largely  in  grain  or  were  at  all  concerned  in  monopolizing 


1 Pub.  Diary  20  of  1747,  334,  2 ^ot  traced  (1893).  ^ Pub.  Diary  56  of  1770,  46. 

^ Pub.  Diary  66  of  1770,  460. 
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provisions  o£  any  kind  at  that  period  and  thereby  contributed  towards 
the  public  calamity  which  must  have  been  cccasioned  by  a general 
advance  in  the  prices  at  Surat.  I£  on  such  investigation  it  shall 
appear  to  you  that  this  has  been  the  case,  it  is  our  order  that  every 
person  concerned  in  such  practices  be  suspended  from  our  service  till  our 
further  pleasure  concerning  them  be  known.  We  must  add  that  we 
hold  you  particularly  responsible  for  a faithful  elucidation  of  the 
subject  and  for  the  impartial  and  full  execution  of  these  our  orders  and 
instructions.^ 

Rej)ort  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  enquh'e  into  the  causes  of 
the  excess  in  the  prices  of  provisions  at  Surat,  dated  Surat  10th 
February  1779:  At  a committee  j)resent,  Messrs.  George  Green 
Bichard  Price  and  John  Griffith:  appointed  by  the  Honourable  the 
President  and  Council  of  Bombay  in  consequence  of  tire  d6th  paragraph 
of  the  Honourable  Company's  commands,  dated  the  19th  March  1778, 
to  enquire  into  the  causes  that  occasioned  the  great  excess  in  the  prices 
of  grain  and  provisions  at  Surat  above  the  Bombay  prices  in  the  year 
1776,  and  to  ascertain  the  time  when  the  advance  of  prices  was  first 
perceived,  also  to  examine  whether  any  of  the  Company's  servants 
traded,  largely  in  grain  or  were  at  all  concerned  in  monopolizing* 
provisions  of  any  kind  at  that  period. 

Bead  the  Honourable  Company's  paragraph  above  mentioned  and 
the  Board^s  instructions  respecting  the  objects  of  our  Commission. 
For  the  sake  of  precision  and  that  they  may  be  able  to  give  as  clear  a 
state  as  possible  of  their  enquiry,  the  committee  have  thought  proper 
to  divide  it  under  the  following  heads  : 

1.  To  enquire  what  articles  of  grain  and  provisions  are  in  general 
dearer  at  Surat  than  at  Bombay,  and  to  assign  reasons  for  the  same. 

2.  To  enquire  into  the  real  causes  that  occasioned  the  excess  in  the 
prices  of  grain  and  provisions  at  Surat  in  the  year  1776  above  those  of 
preceding  yeai^s  and  to  ascertain  the  time  when  tlie  advance  of  price 
was  first  perceived, 

3.  To  make  a strict  enquiry  and  impartial  examination  whether 
any  of  the  Company’s  servants  traded  largely  in  grain  or  were  at  all 
concerned  in  monopolizing  provisions  of  any  kind  at  the  above  period. 

Pursuant  to  this  mode  the  committee  began  with  enquiring  what 
articles  of  grain  and  provisions  were  in  general  dearer  at  Surat  than 
at  Bombay  and  they  find  that  only  rice  and  ghi  are  in  general  dearer 
in  Surat  than  at  Bombay,  the  former  about  35  to  40  per  cent  and 
the  latter  about  15  to  20  per  cent,  for  the  following  reasons.  Very 
little  rice  is  grown  at  Surat  or  to  the  northw^ard,  whereas  at  Bombay 
and  the  countries  adjacent  no  other  grain  hardly  is  grown,  being* 
entirely  rice  countries.  The  grain  peculiar  to  this  country  is  cusheush 
orjvdri  on  which  the  common  people  entirely  subsist.  Though  100  per 
cent  cheaper  cusheush  is  a much  more  nourishing  food  than  rice,  which 
chiefly  accounts  for  this  city  being  so  very  populous,  as  well  as  for  the 
rates  of  service  and  labour  being  considerably  lower  at  this  place  than 
at  Bombay.  Most  part  of  the  rice  consumed  here  is  imported  from 
Bombay  or  the  southward  at  a great  expense,  and,  being  eaten  only  by 
the  richer  sort  of  people,  may  more  properly  be  termed  a superfluity  or 


^Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  10  of  1778-1782,  32-33. 
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luxury  than  a necessary  of  life.  That  ghi  is  always  dearer  here  than 
at  Bombay  is  principally  owing  to  the  Nabob^s  collecting  a tax  thereon 
of  above  one  rupee  the  man.  The  consumption  ot  ghi  in  this  town, 
one  year  with  another,  is  about  one  hundred  thousand  mans ; consequently 
the  Nabob  receives  annually  at  least  one  lakh  of  rupees  by  the  tax  or 
imposition  on  this  article-  alone.  As  a former  committee  have  particu- 
larly noticed  the  different  duties  levied  by  the  Nabob  or  his  officers  on 
grain  and  provisions,  it  is  needless  to  enumerate  them  again  here.  And 
though  it  may  be  rather  foreign  from  the  purpose  of  our  Commission^,, 
yet  it  is  too  apposite  not  to  remark  that  the  Nabob  imposes  taxes 
besides  eustoms  on  every  species  of  merchandise  as  well  as  on  grain 
and  provisions.  That  the  manufactures  are  thus  arbitrarily  taxed  in 
every  shape  of  their  progress  checks  the  spirit  of  industry  and 
is  oppressive  to  commerce.  We  hope  we  shall  stand  excused,  being 
Avell  aware  how  delicate  the  subject  is,  if  actuated  by  our  zeal  for  the- 
honour  and  interest  of  our  Employers  and  the  prosperity  of  this  once.^ 
flourishing  city,  we  farther  remark  that  the  Nabob  is  surrounded  by  a 
: set  of  bad  ministers  who  have  gained  the  entire  ascendancy  over  him  and 
I are  continually  influencing  him  to  oppress  the  inhabitants  to  serve  their 
' own  interested  purposes.  And  as  the  Nabob  possesses  great  power  and 
\ authority,  the  subject  must  necessarily  feel  all  those  evils  and  bad 
! effects  consequent  on  a divided  government  and  can  scarcely  find  relief’ 

! or  security  even  in  the  virtues  and  humanity  of  the  Honourable 
I Company’s  present  respectable  Chief.  These  matters  we  are  humbly 
\ of  opinion  justly  claim  the  serious  attention  of  our  superiors  in 
i whose  power  alone  it  is  to  remove  these  evils  and  thereby  restore  this^ 
c city  to  its  pristine  opulence. 

The  committee  next  enquired  into  the  real  causes  which  occasioned 
1 the  excess  in  the  prices  of  grain  and  provisions  at  Surat  in  the  year 
11776  above  those  of  former  years,  and  when  the  advance  of  price  was 
! first  perceived.  They  find  it  was  entirely  owing  to,  the  troubles  all 
1 over  the  country  in  consequence  of  the  Maratha  war  and  the  frequent, 

! predatory  incursions  of  the  Maratha  horse  in  the  environs  of  Surat ; 

I and  that  the  advance  of  price  was  first  perceived  in  the  beginning  oE 
the  year  1775  when  the  dealers  in  grain  raised  it,  notwithstanding- 
! there  was  a plentiful  crop,  from  their  apprehensions  of  disturbances  in 
the  country  as  appears  by  the  following  extract  from  the  Surat  Diary 
under  the  17th  January  1775  : 'The  military  and  marine  paymasters; 
say  they  cannot  get  any  person  to  contract  for  the  khichadi  for  less 
ithan  Bs.  27 1 per  khandi  which  is  dearer  by  Rs.  2J  than  last  season, 
:and  that  though  grain  is  at  present  cheaper,  the  dealers  in  it  will  not 
.agree  to  a lower  price,  being  apprehensive  there  may  be  troubles  shortly 
in  the  country.’’ 

’ Conformable  to  the  method  prescribed  in  the  Honourable  Company's, 
paragraph  we  have  procured  as  exact  accounts  as  possible  of  the', 
monthly  market  prices  of  grain  and  provisions  for  a series  of  years  past,, 
to  which  we  have  added  a comparative  statement  of  the  medium*  prices 
at  Bombay  and  Surat  from  the  year  1773  to  the  year  1778,  both 
inclusive.^  They  are  given  in  the  following  statements^: 


^ Pub.  Diary  75  of  1779,  205-  208. 

2 Pub.  Diary  75  of  1779,  203-211,  Forrest’s  Home  Senes,. II.  2.3o  - 23Z. 
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Surat  Monthly  Marlet  Prices,  1771  to  1778. 


Date. 

Rice 
common 
JO  mans. 

Wheat 

J0n}a?is. 

Cush- 
cush  or 
J vdri 
if!  mans. 

Dafl 

20  mans. 

Gram 
20  mans. 

Black 
Gram 
20  mans. 

Bafjri 
20  mans. 

Ghi 

40  shers. 

Jingelly 

Oil 

40  shers. 

1771. 

January  

February  

March 

April  

May  

June  

July  

August  

September 

October  ... 
November 
December 

17  7S. 

January  

February 

March  

April  

May  

June  

July  

August  

September 

October  

November 
December 

1773. 

January  

February  

March  

April  

May  

June  

July 

August  

September... 

October  

November 

December 

177i. 

January  

February  

March  

April  

May  

June  

July  

August  

September 

October  

November 

December 

1775, 
January  ... 

February  

March  

April  

May  

June  

July  

August  

September 

October  

November 
December 

1776. 
January  ... 
February  ... 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August  ... 

September 

October 

November... 

December... 

Rs.  q. 
22  0 
22  0 
23  0 

21  9 
20  0 
21  0 
20  0 
20  0 
20  0 
20  0 
21  0 
21  0 

21  0 
20  0 
20  0 
20  0 
20  2 
20  0 
20  0 
19  0 

19  2 

20  0 
20  2 
21  0 

26  2 
26  0 

22  0 
22  0 
22  0 
21  2 
21  0 
22  0 
22  0 
22  0 
28  0 
28  0 

26  0 
26  0 
26  0 
26  0 
26  0 
26  0 

27  0 

28  0 
28  0 

25  0 

26  0 
26  0 

28  0 
26  0 

23  0 
22  0 
22  0 
22  0 

24  0 

27  2 

28  0 
28  0 
28  0 
28  0 

27  0 
27  0 
24  0 
24  0 
24  0 
26  0 
26  0 
30  0 
30  0 
30  0 
30  0 
30  0 

Rs.  q. 

18  0 
17  2 
17  2 

15  0 
17  2 

17  2 

18  0 

16  2 
18  0 

19  0 
21  2 
22  0 

20  0 
20  2 
20  0 
20  0 
20  0 
18  0 

17  0 
16  0 
16  0 

15  0 

16  2 
16  2 

20  0 
20  2 
20  0 
20  0 
20  0 

18  0 
17  0 
16  0 
16  0 

15  0 

16  2 
16  2 

21  0 
21  0 
22  0 
22  0 
22  0 
22  0 
23  0 
23  0 
23  0 
23  0 
23  0 
23  0 

30  2 

31  2 
27  0 
23  0 
23  0 
20  0 
20  0 
20  0 
21  0 
21  0 
21  0 
17  0 

19  0 
17  0 
16  0 
17  0 

17  0 

18  0 
19  0 
21  0 
22  0 
22  0 
23  0 
23  0 

Rs.  q. 
13  0 
13  0 
12  2 
12  0 
12  0 
11  0 
10  2 
11  0 
11  0 
12  2 
13  2 
12  0 

13  0 
13  0 
13  0 

15  0 
12  2 
12  2 
13  2 
13  0 
13  0 
13  0 

16  0 
16  0 

13  0 
13  0 
13  0 

15  0 
12  2 
12  2 
13  2 
13  0 
13  0 
13  0 

16  0 
16  0 

15  0 
15  0 
15  0 
19  0 
19  0 

19  0 
21  0 
22  0 
21  0 

20  0 
22  0 
21  0 

15  0 
17  0 

15  0 

16  0 
15  0 
20  0 
20  0 
20  0 
21  0 
21  0 
21  0 
20  0 

17  0 
17  0 
15  0 

15  0 

16  0 
16  0 
17  0 

17  0 
20  0 

18  2 
17  2 
17  2 

Rs.  q. 
18  0 
18  0 
18  0 
18  0 
17  2 
17  0 

17  0 

18  0 

19  0 

20  2 
24  0 
24  0 

21  0 
21  0 
21  0 
20  0 
18  0 
18  0 
18  2 
18  0 
20  0 
19  2 
19  0 

19  0 

24  0 
24  0 
24  0 

24  0 
28  0 
28  2 
28  0 
28  0 

20  0 
27  2 
27  0 
27  0 

27  2 
27  2 
27  2 
27  2 
27  2 

27  2 
26  0 
26  0 
26  0 
22  0 
22  0 
22  0 

22  0 
21  0 
21  0 
21  0 
21  0 
21  2 
21  2 
26  0 
23  0 

25  0 

28  0 
28  0 

27  0 
27  0 
27  0 
27  0 
27  0 
27  0 
27  0 
31  0 
31  0 
31  0 
31  2 
31  2 

Rs.  q. 
20  0 
20  0 
18  0 
18  2 
18  2 
18  2 
20  0 
22  0 
22  0 

25  0 

26  0 
26  0 

24  0 
22  0 
24  0 
20  0 
16  0 
18  0 
18  0 

17  0 

18  0 
18  0 
18  0 

19  0 

22  0 
22  0 
21  0 
21  0 

20  0 
20  0 
20  0 
21  0 
21  0 
21  2 

23  0 

24  0 

26  0 
26  0 
26  0 
29  0 
29  0 
29  0 

25  0 
25  0 
22  0 
25  0 

25  0 
27  0 

r 

27  0 

26  0 
21  0 
16  2 
16  2 
22  0 
23  0 
23  0 
23  0 
23  0 
23  0 
21  0 

21  0 
20  0 
20  0 
20  0 
20  0 
20  0 
26  0 
26  0 

25  0 

26  0 
25  0 

1 25  0 

Rs.  q. 
16  0 

14  0 

15  0 
12  0 
13  0 
13  0 

13  0 

16  0 

14  2 
16  0 
17  0 
17  0 

12  2 
12  2 
12  2 
11  0 
12  2 
12  2 
12  2 
11  2 
11  2 
11  0 
12  0 
12  0 

14  0 
13  2 
13  1 
13  1 
12  0 
12  0 
13  0 

13  2 

14  0 

17  0 

18  0 
16  0 

18  0 
18  0 
18  0 
18  0 
18  0 
20  0 
20  0 
22  0 
24  0 
24  0 
24  0 
24  2 

17  0 

17  0 
16  2 
16  2 

18  0 
16  0 
16  0 
20  0 
20  0 
20  0 
20  0 
20  0 

16  0 
16  0 
16  0 
16  0 
19  0 
19  0 
19  0 
19  0 
21  0 
21  0 

19  0 

20  0 

Rs.  q. 
15  0 
15  0 
15  0 
14  0 
14  0 
14  0 

14  0 

15  0 

14  0 

15  2 

15  0 

14  0 

12  0 
13  0 
12  2 
11  0 
10  0 
10  0 
12  0 
12  0 
12  0 
12  0 
13  2 
13  0 

16  0 

15  2 
15  0 
15  0 
12  0 
12  0 
13  0 

13  0 

14  0 

15  0 
15  0 

15  0 

16  0 
15  0 

15  0 
19  0 
19  0 
22  0 
22  0 
22  0 
22  0 
22  0 

23  0 

24  0 

17  0 
17  0 
17  0 

16  0 
16  0 
16  0 
16  0 
16  0 
16  0 
17  0 
17  0 
13  0 

15  0 

15  0 

16  0 
16  0 
16  0 

15  0 

16  0 
17  0 
19  0 
19  0 
17  0 

1 13  0 

Rs.  q. 

8 3 

8 1 

8 0 

8 0 

7 2 

7 0 

7 1 

7 3 

8 0 

8 1 

8 0 

8 0 

7 1 

7 3 

7 0 

7 0 

6 3 

6 3 

8 1 

8 2 

8 2 

8 0 

8 0 

7 2 

7 1 

7 0 

7 2 

7 0 

7 1 

7 2 

7 1 

7 1 

7 1 

9 0 

9 2 

9 1 

7 2 

7 2 

7 2 

7 1 

8 1 

8 2 

9 1 

9 2 
10  0 
10  1 
10  1 

10  1 

12  2 
11  2 
11  0 
11  1 
11  0 

10  3 

11  0 
12  0 
10  3 
10  1 
10  0 
10  0 

9 0 
8 0 
8 0 
8 0 
8 1 
8 1 
9 1 
9 2 

10  0 
10  0 

9 0 
8 0 

Rs.  q.  r. 

3 10 

3 0 50 

3 0 50 

3 0 50 

3 0 50 

2 2 50 

2 3 60 

3 0 0 

3 0 25 

3 0 50 

3 0 50 

3 0 0 

3 0 50 

2 2 50 

2 3 0 

2 1 60 

2 1 50 

2 2 0 

2 2 0 

2 2 0 

2 1 50 

2 2 50 

2 2 50 

2 2 50 

3 0 0 

2 3 0 

2 3 0 

2 3 0 

2 3 0 

3 0 0 

3 0 75 

3 10 

3 0 50 

3 2 0 

3 10 

3 10 

3 2 50 

3 0 50 

3 0 50 

3 10 

3 10 

3 3 0 

3 3 50 

3 2 0 

3 2 0 

3 2 0 

3 3 0 

3 3 0 

3 3 0 

3 2 0 

3 2 0 

4 10 

4 10 

4 0 0 

4 10 

4 3 0 

4 3 0 

5 0 0 

5 0 0 

4 0 0 

4 0 0 

4 0 0 

3 2 0 

3 10 

3 10 

3 0 0 

3 3 0 

3 3 0 

3 3 0 

3 3 0 

4 0 0 

4 0 0 
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Surat  Monthly  Market  Prices,  1771  to  1778. 


Date — continued. 

Rice 
common 
20  man$. 

Wheat 
20  mans. 

Cush- 
cush  or 
J vdri 
20  mans. 

Dal 

20  mans. 

Gram 
20  mans. 

Black 
Gram 
20  mans. 

B5jri 
20  mans. 

Ghi 

40  shers. 

Jingelly 

Oil 

40  sfiers. 

1777, 

Rs. 

q- 

Rs. 

q. 

Rs. 

q- 

Rs. 

q. 

Rs. 

q- 

Rs. 

q. 

Rs. 

q. 

Rs. 

q- 

Rs. 

q. 

r. 

January  

32 

0 

19 

0 

19 

0 

31 

0 

24 

0 

17 

0 

15 

0 

8 

0 

3 

1 

0 

February  

32 

0 

20 

0 

19 

0 

31 

0 

24 

0 

18 

0 

15 

0 

7 

2 

3 

1 

0 

March 

32 

0 

21 

0 

19 

0 

31 

0 

24 

0 

18 

0 

17 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

0 

April  

32 

0 

22 

0 

19 

0 

28 

0 

24 

0 

18 

0 

16 

0 

7 

3 

3 

0 

0 

May  

33 

0 

19 

0 

19 

0 

28 

0 

20 

0 

17 

0 

17 

0 

8 

0 

3 

1 

0 

June  

33 

0 

19 

0 

19 

0 

28 

0 

22 

2 

17 

0 

15 

2 

9 

3 

3 

1 

0 

July  

33 

0 

19 

0 

19 

0 

28 

0 

25 

0 

17 

0 

15 

2 

10 

1 

3 

1 

0 

August  

33 

0 

21 

0 

21 

0 

27 

0 

25 

0 

18 

0 

15 

2 

10 

2 

3 

1 

0 

September 

30 

0 

19 

0 

21 

0 

27 

0 

25 

0 

18 

0 

17 

0 

10 

2 

3 

1 

0 

October  

31 

0 

21 

0 

21 

0 

27 

0 

24 

0 

16 

2 

17 

0 

10 

0 

3 

1 

0 

November 

31 

0 

20 

0 

21 

0 

25 

0 

24 

0 

13 

0 

17 

0 

10 

0 

3 

1 

0 

December... 

31 

0 

20 

0 

15 

2 

23 

0 

24 

0 

13 

0 

17 

0 

9 

1 

3 

2 

0 

1778. 

January  

30 

0 

17 

2 

17 

0 

26 

2 

21 

0 

12 

2 

14 

2 

9 

0 

3 

0 

0 

February  

27 

0 

18 

0 

17 

0 

21 

0 

21 

0 

12 

2 

14 

0 

8 

2 

3 

0 

0 

March  

26 

0 

14 

2 

15 

0 

20 

2 

21 

0 

12 

2 

14 

0 

7 

2 

3 

0 

0 

April 

26 

0 

14 

2 

15 

0 

19 

0 

21 

0 

14 

0 

13 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

0 

May 

27 

0 

14 

2 

15 

0 

19 

0 

17 

0 

14 

0 

12 

0 

8 

1 

2 

3 

0 

June  

28 

0 

14 

2 

12 

0 

18 

2 

16 

0 

14 

0 

12 

0 

8 

2 

3 

0 

0 

July  

28 

0 

16 

2 

12 

0 

18 

2 

16 

0 

12 

2 

12 

0 

8 

2 

3 

0 

0 

August  

27 

0 

16 

2 

14 

0 

18 

2 

16 

0 

12 

2 

12 

0 

8 

2 

3 

0 

0 

September 

27 

0 

16 

2 

14 

0 

18 

0 

16 

0 

12 

2 

12 

0 

8 

2 

3 

0 

0 

October  

28 

0 

16 

0 

14 

0 

18 

2 

16 

0 

14 

0 

12 

0 

8 

1 

3 

0 

0 

November 

27 

0 

16 

0 

13 

0 

18 

2 

16 

0 

14 

0 

13 

1 

8 

1 

3 

1 

0 

December 

27 

0 

15 

0 

13 

0 

18 

2 

16 

0 

14 

0 

13 

1 

8 

3 

3 

1 

0 

Comparative  Statement  of  A verage  Prices  at  Bombay  and  Surat,  1773  to  1778. 


Articles. 

1773. 

1774. 

1775. 

Bombay. 

Surat. 

Bombay. 

Surat. 

Bombay. 

Surat. 

Rice  20  Surat  mans  ... 
Wheat  do. 

DM  do. 

Gram  do.  ... 

Black  Gram  do. 

Bajri  do. 

Ghi  40  Surat  shers  ... 

Jingelly  oil  do. 

Rs.  qs.  rs. 

17  0 88 
19  1 64 
25  1 1 

22  1 17 
17  2 85 
14  1 77 

6 2 0 

3 0 33 

Rs.  qs.  rs. 

23  2 33 
17  3 83 
25  3 33 
21  1 50 
14  0 50 
14  0 83 

7 3 0 

3 0 19 

Rs.  qs,  rs. 

17  2 0 
25  0 0 
24  0 90 
28  2 11 
19  1 71 
15  2 22 

7 1 33 

4 0 33 

Rs.  qs.  rs. 

26  1 33 
22  1 33 

25  3 0 

26  0 66 
22  1 60 
20  0 33 

8 3 83 

3 1 75 

Rs.  qs.rs. 

17  3 10 

24  1 64 

25  0 84 
24  0 46 

18  0 0 
15  2 10 
10  1 33 

4 1 41 

Rs.  qs.  rs. 

25  2 16 

22  3 66 

23  1 0 
22  0 33 
18  0 33 
16  0 66 
11  0 0 

4 10 

Articles. 

1776. 

1777. 

1778. 

Bombay. 

Surat. 

Bombay. 

Surat. 

Bombay. 

Surat. 

Rice  20  Surat  WCT71S  ... 
Wheat  do. 

Ddl  do. 

Gram  do. 

Black  Gram  do. 

Bajri  do. 

Ghi  40  Surat  shers  ... 
Jingelly  oil  do. 

Rs.  qs.  rs. 

18  3 55 
21  1 88 
28  1 6 
18  0 94 
20  0 0 
14  2 88 

6 1 12 

3 3 0 

Rs.  qs.  rs. 

27  1 33 
19  2 0 

28  3 0 
22  3 0 
18  1 66 
16  0 66 

8 3 8 

3 2 66 

Rs.  qs.  rs. 

18  3 55 
22  0 23 
24  0 50 
21  3 5 

19  1 71 
16  1 55 

6 1 75 

3 0 66 

Rs.  qs.  rs. 

31  3 0 
20  0 0 
27  3 33 
23  3 16 
16  2 83 
16  0 83 

9 0 50 

3 0 91 

Rs.  qs.  rs. 

17  3 10 

15  1 17 
20  1 12 

16  3 5 
15  2 85 
12  2 0 

7 3 50 

3 0 33 

Rs.  qs.  rs. 

27  1 33 

15  3 33 

19  2 33 

17  3 0 
13  1 0 
12  3 33 

8 1 50 

3 0 33 

By  the  above  accounts  it  appears  that  the  prices  of  grain  and  pro- 
i visions  were  higher  in  1776  and  1777  than  they  were  upon  an  average 
] in  former  years,  though  not  so  much  as  we  might  reasonably  expect 
' when  we  consider  the  rise  was  the  necessary  effect  of  the  troubles  in  the 
1 country  in  consequence  of  the  Maratha  civil  wai*.  In  1778  the  prices 
I reverted  to  their  usual  standard,  the  country  being  then  more  quiet 
: and  settled,  and  it  is  further  to  be  observed  that  all  kinds  of  grain  and 
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provisions  are  considerably  cheaper  this  present  year  (1779)  than  last. 
It  is  also  evident  on  ins23ection  o£  the  comparative  statement  that  grain 
is  in  general  cheaper  at  Surat  than  at  Bombay.  Still  admitting  the 
position  that  almost  every  article  of  grain  and  provisions  at  Surat 
was  50  per  cent  and  some  articles  100  per  cent  above  the  Bombay 
prices/  the  conclusion  naturally  to  be  drawn  is  this  that  whatever 
might  have  been  the  temporal  cause,  the  e:ffect  could  not  have  long 
existed,  since  by  the  invariable  maxims  and  certain  means  of  commerce, 
the  prices,  like  water,  would  soon  be  upon  a level,  more  especially  in 
the  present  ease,  seeing  the  markets  here  could  in  a few  days  have  been 
abundantly  supplied  from  Bombay.  Having  shown  that  grain  and 
pi’ovisions  are  in  general  cheaper  in  Surat  than  at  Bombay,  the  above 
position  must  consequently  fall  to  the  ground  and  with  it  the  occasion 
of  any  farther  reasoning  upon  the  subject.  But  not  doubting  that  the 
Board  had  some  grounds  for  what  they  advanced  in  their  letter  to  the 
Honourable  Court  of  the  22nd  December  1776,  and  perfectly  sensible 
of  the  justness  of  the  observation  made  by  the  Honourable  Company 
in  their  letter  of  the  I9th  March  1778,  ‘ that  so  great  an  excess  in  the 
prices  of  provisions  at  Surat  could  not  have  been  occasioned  by  the 
duties  levied  on  articles  specified  in  the  report  of  the  Clfief  and  Council 
and  that  the  prices  so  exorbitant  could  not  have  been  of  long  standing,'* 
the  committee  were  naturally  led  to  investigate  the  subject  further  and 
to  trace  the  reasons  that  induced  the  Board  to  make  the  above  remark. 
They  find  it  was  occasioned  by  a comparative  statement  drawn  out 
by  the  purser  marine  here  and  transmitted  to  the  Presidency  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  exceeding  charge  incurred  by  victualling  a 
Company*s  galivat  at  Surat,  above  the  charge  incurred  by  the  same 
at  Bombay,  which  statement  on  examination  we  find  to  be  materially 
erroneous  by  reason  of  the  Bombay  prices  being  estimated  considerably 
lower  than  the  market  prices  or  than  prices  really  stood  on  the  Bombay 
marine  books  at  that  period.  Upon  enquiry  we  find  that  the  purser 
marine  was  regulated  in  his  Bombay  prices  in  the  above  estimate  by  a 
statement  sent  from  the  Presidency  to  which  he  was  ordered  to  conform 
in  his  Surat  charges.  By  the  Bombay  estimate  it  appears  that  the  allow- 
ance of  provisions  to  a European  foi%  one  month  was  limited  to  Es.  7 
2 qrs.  38  res.  This  though  not  particularized  in  said  estimate  being 
nearly  the  same  amount  that  is  allowed  to  the  commanders  of  the 
cruisers  in  their  provision  accounts,  we  must  suppose  was  calculated 
agreeably  thereto  and  not  according  to  the  prices  on  the  marine  books,, 
whereas  the  Surat  prices  in  the  comparative  statement  drawn  out  by 
the  purser  marine  correspond  with  those  charged  on  the  books  of  this 
settlement.  It  seems  he  calculated  the  Bombay  prices  exactly  from 
those  allowed  to  the  commanders  on  settling  their  provision  accounts,, 
as  he  had  reason  to  conclude  that  the  Bombay  estimate  was  calculated 
from  them ; because  the  particulars  added  together  nearly  quadrated 
with  the  sum  prescribed  by  the  Board.  This  the  following  extracts- 
fully  explain. 

Extract  from  the  Surat  Diary  under  the  13th  of  September  1776  r 
Read  a letter  from  the  purser  marine  representing  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  bring  the  expenses  of  the  vessels  on  this  station  to  the  sum 
limited  in  the  estimates  forwarded  us  by  the  President  and  Council 
and  enclosing  the  particular  accounts  pointing  out  wherein  the  differ- 
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enee  will  arise.  In  regard  to  the  difference  in  the  prices  of  the  provi- 
sions supplied  to  the  galivats  at  this  place  and  the  Presidency  we  have 
only  to  remark  that  all  grain  being  contracted  for  these  contracts  are 
entered  into  for  one  year  from  the  beginning  of  January  and  that  at 
the  time  the  last  were  accepted  the  troubles  in  the  country  occasioned 
an  increase  in  the  price.  In  order  to  lessen  these  as  much  as  possible 
when  new  contracts  are  entered  into,  it  is  resolved  that  the  Secretary 
do  affix  public  notifications  for  receiving  sealed  proj)osals  for  the  grain 
and  deliver  them  to  the  Board. 

Extract  from  the  purser  mariners  letter  dated  12th  September 
1776  : Agreeable  to  your  recommendation  to  me  at  your  last  meeting  I 
now  lay  before  yon  a comparative  account  of  the  cost  of  provisions  at 
Bombay  and  Surat  allowed  to  the  different  stations  in  the  Honourable 
i Company’s  marine  service.  The  Bombay  prices  are  taken  as  I 
understand  they  are  established  in  that  department  at  the  Presidency 
i and  the  Surat  prices  from  the  contract  of  grain  with  our  moody,  and 
the  prices  for  ghi,  arrack,  bread,  and  other  articles  approved  for  this 
I present  year,  1776.  I have  subjoined  an  abstract  intended  to  show  the 
; exact  difference  of  expense  of  provisions  that  will  be  incurred  by  the 
■ vessels  on  this  station,  between  what  the  like  vessels  would  cost  for  this 
article  when  solely  fitted  out  from  the  Presidency.^ 

A comparative  account  of  the  cost  of  provisions  at  Bombay  and 
r Surat  which  is  allowed  to  the  different  stations  in  the  Honourable 
I Comj)any'’s  marine  service  : 


Euy'ojpmn' s Provisions  for  One  Month,  1776. 


Provisions. 

Cost  at 
Bomba7. 

Cost  at 
Surat. 

More  at 
Surat. 

Less  at 
Surat. 

Rs.  q.  r. 

Rs.  q.  r. 

Rs.  q.  r. 

Rs.  q.  r. 

Rice,  21  sJiers 

0 1 84 

0 2 89 

0 1 5 

Bdl,  lOi  

0 1 18 

0 1 44 

0 0 26 

Ghi,  3 „ 

0 1 74 

0 3 9 

0 1 35 

• ♦ 

Bread,  22  pounds  

2 1 43 

1 1 88 

0 0 0 

0 3 55 

Meat,  34  pounds  ... 

2 3 90 

3 1 69 

0 1 79 

Arrack,  1 gallon  

0 2 50 

1 2 46 

0 3 96 

Fish,  llcurvens  

0 2 0 

0 3 0 

0 10 

Firewood,  160  billets  

0 0 60 

0 2 81 

0 2 21 

Total  ... 

7 3 19 

9 3 26 

2 3 62 

0 3 55 

Deduct  ... 

0 3 55 

* 

Difference  ... 

2 0 7 

Extract  from  the  Surat  Chief  and  CouneiPs  letter  to  the  Bombay 
'Board,  dated  26th  September  1776:  Having  in  obedience  to  your 
; commands  of  the  24th  ultimo  respecting  the  marine  on  this  establishment 
■sent  a copy  thereof  and  the  estimates  which  accompanied  them  to  the 
(purser  marine  with  directions  to  conform  himself  thereto,  he  addressed 
us  a letter  on  the  12th  instant  representing  that  many  circumstances 
Mvvould  unavoidably  increase  the  charges  beyond  the  sums  estimated  at 
Bombay.  In  regard  to  the  difference  of  the  price  in  the  provisions 
Impplied  to  the  galivats  here  and  at  the  Presidency,  we  have  only  to 
iremark  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders  all  grain  being  contracted  for 
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these  contracts  are  entered  into  for  one  year  from  the  beginning*  of 
Jannary,  and  there  being  troubles  in  the  country  at  the  time  the  last 
were  accepted  occasioned  an  increase  of  the  prices  of  them,  but  we  shall 
take  every  measure  in  our  power  when  fresh  contracts  are  made  to 
reduce  this  expense.  We  find  that  on  receipt  of  the  above  statement  at 
Bombay  the  Boards  surprised  at  the  apparent  difference  in  the  prices, 
wrote  to  the  Chief  and  Council  under  the  10th  October  1776  as 
follows : We  were  struck  with  the  utmost  surprise  upon  inspection 
of  your  statement  of  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  provisions  at  Bombay 
and  Surat.  We  should  naturally  have  expected  the  difference  would 
have  been  considerably  in  favour  of  Surat,  whereas  in  some  articles 
your  prices  exceed  the  Bombay  ones  upwards  of  100  per  cent.  This 
is  very  unaccountable  to  us.  But  as  we  are  inclined  to  impute  it  to 
some  improper  impositions  levied  by  the  Nabob,  we  direct  that  you 
transmit  us  a particular  list  of  every  duty  collected  by  him  or  his 
officers  on  grain  and  all  other  kinds  of  provisions,  accompanied  with 
a price  current  of  every  species  thereof  in  your  bazar.  And  to  prove 
that  the  comparative  statement  drawn  out  by  the  purser  marine  was 
erroneous,  and  that  the  real  difference  between  the  Bombay  and  Surat 
prices  was  not  so  great  as  the  Board  upon  inspection  thereof  were 
naturally  led  to  remark,  we  do  here  annex  a rectified  statement  calcu- 
lated according  to  the  prices  charged  on  the  Bombay  and  Surat  books 
respectively^ : 

European's  Provisions  for  One  Month^  1776  (^Amended). 


Provisions. 

Bombay 

Books. 

Surat 

Books. 

More 

Surat. 

Less 

Surat. 

Rs.  q.  r. 

Rs,  q.  r. 

Rs.  q.  r. 

Rs.  q.  r. 

Rice,  21  Surat  sers  at  Re.  1 the  Surat  man... 

0 2 10 

0 2 89 

0 0 79 

• •• 

Ddl,  lOi  Surat  sets  at  Rs.  1-2-41  the  Surat 

man...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ••• 

0 1 68 

0 1 44 

0 0 24 

Qhi,  3 Bombay  serg  at  Rs.  8-0-69  the  Bom- 
bay TnaM  ...  •••  •••  ... 

0 2 44 

0 3 9 

0 0 65 

Bread,  22  pounds  at  Rb.3  the  Bombay  man. 

2 1 43 

1 1 88 

0 1 79 

0 3 55 

Meat,  34  pounds  at  35  res  the  pound 

2 3 90 

3 1 69 

0 "6  64 

Batavia  arrack,  1 gallon  

13  0 

1 2 46 

0 "i  20 

Fish,  1^  curvens  at  Re.  0-1-20  the  curven  .. 

0 1 80 

0 3 0 

• t* 

Firewood,  160  at  Rs.  1-1-40  the  mille 

0 0 81 

0 2 81 

0 2 0 

... 

Total  ... 

9 1 16 

9 3 26 

1 2 43 

1 0 33 

Teduct  ... 

Difference  ... 

9 1 16 

0 2 10 

1 0 33 

0 2 10 

After  what  is  premised  there  is  little  reason  to  suppose  that  any  of 
the  Company's  servants  have  monopolized  grain  or  provisions.  Yet  in 
obedience  to  the  positive  orders  of  our  superiors  we  have  made  a strict 
and  impartial  enquiry  and  having  called  upon  all  such  persons  who  we 
had  reason  to  think  could  give  us  any  information  on  the  subject,  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  traded  largely  in  grain  or  were  at  all  con- 
cerned in  monopolizing  provisions  of  any  kind.  We  are  happy  in 
this  public  opportunity  of  doing  justice  to  our  fellow-servants  by  thus 
placing  them  beyond  even  the  suspicion  of  being  in  any  wise  concerned 


1 Pub.  Diary  75  of  1779,  215  - 216. 
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in  such  odious  and  pernicious  practices.  (Sd.)  George  Green  (Sd.)  Chapter  II. 
Richard  Price  and  (Sd.)  John  Griffith.^  Trade. 

On  the  return  of  the  committee  from  Surat  to  Bombay^  the  Bombay  Prices, 

Government  ajoproved  of  their  proceedings  and  oidei^d  a copy  of  the  1773-  1778, 
report  to  be  sent  to  the  Court  of  Directors.^ 


Price  Current  of  the  Moody'' s Stores  from  January 


Articles. 

Rs. 

qrs 

. res. 

1 Fine  rice  ... 

3 

2 

0 

2 Coarse  rice  ,. . 

1 

2 

0 

3 Pur  etaX  • • • ...  • • • 

30 

0 

0 

4 Bed  gram  ... 

18 

2 

0 

5 Wheat 

24 

0 

0 

6 Jdgri,  Gul  or  Raw  Sugar... 

3 

1 

0 

7 Griim  ... 

2 

2 

0 

8 Ghi  ...  ... 

7 

1 

0 

9 Jingelly  oil 

3 

2 

0 

10  Cocoanut  oil 

7 

0 

0 

11  Bees- wax  ... 

0 

2 

50 

1 2 N ausari  dhoti 

5 

0 

0 

IjSoap  ... 

4 

0 

ta 

0 

14  Red  earth 

1 

0 

0 

15  White  wax-cloth  ... 

0 

2 

50 

16  Red  wax-cloth 

0 

3 

0 

17  Green  wax -cloth  ... 

1 

1 

0 

18  Glue  .., 

0 

2 

50 

19  Gaud  wood 

3 

2 

0 

20  Billet  wood 

1 

2 

0 

21  Fine  hhichadi 

3 

c\ 

0 

22  Coarse  MtcAadr  ... 

1 

3 

0 

23  Hemp 

3 

1 

0 

24  Kdt  Terra  Japonica 

5 

2 

0 

25  Gugul 

1 

1 

0 

26  Chalk 

1 

1 

0 

27  Earthen  pots 

0 

0 

30 

28  Cotton  yarn 

8 

3 

0 

29  Cotton  yarn  ...  ... 

5 

0 

0 

Price  Current  for  the  Moody 

's  Stores  for 

Articles. 

Rs. 

qrs. 

res. 

1 Fine  rice  ...  ...  ,,, 

3 

3 

0 

2 Coarse  rice... 

1 

2 75 

3 Jdgrf  Gid  or  Raw  Sugar... 

3 

1 

0 

4 Gram 

2 

2 

0 

5 G h'h  .. . ... 

8 

1 

0 

6 Jingelly  oil...  

5 

2 

0 

7 Cocoanut  oil 

6 

2 

0 

8 Bees-wax  ... 

0 

2 50 

9 Nausdri  dkoti 

5 

0 

0 

10  Red  earth  ... 

0 

3 

50 

11  Green  wax-cloth  ... 

1 

1 

0 

12  Red  wa.x-cloth  ... 

0 

3 

0 

13  White  wax-cloth  ... 

0 

2 

50 

14  Glue  

0 

2 

50 

15  Winda  wood 

8 

0 

0 

16  Cand  wood  

3 

2 

0 

1^79  to  December  1779 f 177-9, 

the  Surat  man-. 
do. 

the  hhandf 
do. 
do. 

the  man, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

the  pouud. 
the  piece, 
for  42  cakes, 
the  man. 
the  gaz. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

the  mille. 
do. 

the  Surat  man. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

each, 
the  man. 
do. 

the  year  1780.'^ 

the  Surat  man. 
do. 

the  Bombay  man. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

the  pound 
the  piece, 
the  Bombay  man. 
the  gaz. 
do. 
do. 

the  pound, 
the  mille. 
do. 


^ Pub.  Diary  75  of  1779,  Committee’s  Report  to  Bombay  Govt,  dated  Surat  10th 
Feb.  1779,  205  - 217.  2 Diary  75  of  1779,  225. 

Bom.  Gov.  Diary  14th  Jan.  1779,  Pub.  Diary  75  of  1779,  51  - 52. 

^Bom.  Gov.  Diary  26th  Jan.  1780,  Pub,  Diary  77  of  1780,  24.  Forrest’s  Home 
Series,  II.  252. 
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t’liapter  II. 
Trade. 

Prices, 

1780, 


.Portuguese 

Paper, 

1780, 


Prices, 

1781. 


Articles. 

Rs, 

qrs. 

res. 

17 

Billet  wood 

...  1 

2 

0 

the  mille. 

18 

Fine  I'hichadi 

...  3 

3 

75 

the  Surat  man. 

19 

Coarse  do. 

...  1 

3 

25 

do. 

20 

Hemp 

...  3 

1 

0 

the  Bombay  man. 

21 

Gugul  Balsam 

...  1 

1 

0 

do. 

22 

Kdt  Terra  Japoiiica 

...  4 

2 

0 

do. 

23 

Clialk 

...  1 

1 

0 

do. 

24 

Earthen  pots 

...  0 

0 

35 

each. 

25 

Cotton  yarn  ... 

...  7 

0 

0 

the  Bombay  man. 

26 

Country  twine 

...  5 

0 

0 

do. 

27 

a It ...  ...  ... 

...  0 

0 

40 

do. 

28 

Suijs  Winnowers  ... 

...  0 

0 

40 

each. 

39 

Ladles 

...  0 

0 

15 

do. 

30 

Spoons  ...  •». 

...  0 

0 

7 

do. 

Bombay  Government  Diary,  16th  February  1 780  : A quantity  of 
Portuguese  paper  having  been  purchased  by  the  President  for  the 
Honourable  Company's  use  at  Ps.  2 the  ream,  the  out-offices  and 
subordinates  must  indent  for  what  they  want  which  will  be  issued  from 
the  military  storekeeper's  office  where  it  is  now  lodgedd 


Price  Current  of  Moodfs  Stores  for  1781? 


Articles. 

Rs.  qrs.  res. 

1 Fine  rice  ... 

3 

3 

0 

the  Surat  man. 

2 Coarse  rice... 

• • • 

1 

2 

75 

do. 

3 Jdgri^  Gnl  or  Eaw  Sugar 

• « « 

3 

1 

0 

the  Bombay  man. 

4 Gums 

• • • 

2 

2 

0 

do. 

5 G h't  ...  ... 

• c • 

8 

3 

0 

do. 

6 Jingelly  oil 

» • « 

5 

0 

0 

do. 

7 Cocoanut  oil 

• • • 

5 

2 

0 

do. 

8 Bees-wax  ... 

• « • 

0 

2 

50 

the  pound. 

9 Bed  earth  ... 

« • • 

1 

0 

0 

the  Bombay  man^ 

lO  Green  wax-cloth  ... 

« f • 

1 

1 

0 

the  gaz. 

H Bed  wax-cloth 

• • » 

0 

o 

0 

do. 

12  White  wax-cloth  ... 

• • • 

0 

2 

50 

do. 

13  Glue 

4 • » 

0 

2 

50 

the  pound. 

14  Wiuda  wood 

t • • 

10 

0 

0 

the  mille. 

15  Cand  wood 

» • « 

4 

0 

0 

doi 

16  Billet  wood 

• • • 

1 

2 

0 

do. 

17  Fine 'kMcliadi 

• « « 

4 

2 

0 

the  Surat  7nan. 

18  Coarse  do.- 

* t • 

2 

0 

50 

do. 

19  Mug  ddl  Pulse 

• • • 

1 

2 

50 

do. 

20  Hemp 

• • * 

3 

1 

0 

the  Bombay  man. 

21  Gugid  Balsam 

• • • 

1 

1 

0 

do. 

22  lidt  Terra  Japonica 

«.«  4 

4 

0 

0 

do. 

23  Chalk 

• • • 

1 

1 

0 

do. 

24  Brooms 

... 

0 

0 

5 

each. 

25  Earthen  pots 

• » • 

0 

0 

36 

do. 

26  Cotton  yarn 

« • » 

-7 

0 

0 

the  Bombay  man. 

27  Country  twine 

* • • 

5 

0 

0 

do. 

28  Salt 

0 

0 

40 

do. 

29  Su]js  Winnowers  ... 

4 • • 

0 

0 

40 

each. 

30  Ladles  

• • 4 

0 

0 

15 

do. 

31  Spoons 

4 4 4 

0 

0 

■ 7 

do. 

32  Large  baskets 

« . P 

0 

0 

40 

do. 

33  Middle  baskets 

• 4 • 

0 

0 

20 

do. 

34  Small  baskets 

• « • 

0 

0 

15 

do. 

35Coir  *.0  ... 

4 • « 

3 

1 

0 

the  Bombay  7nan. 

^ Pub.  Diary  77  of  1780,  41  - 42. 

- Com.  Gov.  Diary  7tli  Feb,  1781,  Pub.  Diary  78  of  1781,  44  - 45.  Forrest’s  Home 
Series,  II,  261  - 266« 
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Section  IV.— Trade* 

Tlie  following  extracts  relate  to  the  measures  taken  to  secure  the 
success  of  the  Export  Trade  generally:  Letter  from  the  Court  of 
Directors  to  Lieutenant  General  President  and  Council  of  Siirat^  5th 
February  1691.  The  goods  that  Aga  Pirn  and  liis  countrymen  shall 
provide  for  yoig  we  doubt  not  but  will  prove  much  better  for  their  kind 
and  price  than  any  you  shall  have  or  buy  of  the  Parakhs,  and  his  father 
here  hath  assured  us  he  shall  provide  whatever  you  order  him  in  part 
of  the  contract  as  well  and  as  cheap  as  if  you  gave  him  ready  money 
to  do  it.  However^  and  to  make  the  issue  of  this  matter  clear  beyond 
all  ambiguity,  we  enjoin  that  the  goods  bespoke  of  Aga  Pirn  be 
marked  embailed  and  invoiced  by  themselves,  by  which  kind  of  emula- 
tion we  shall  hope  to  have  our  goods  the  better  from  each  party.  If 
we  did  not  know  ourselves,  our  candle  here  will  certainly  discover 
which  of  the  parties  have  served  us  with  the  most  fidelity.^ 

Bombay  letter  from  Sir  J.  Gayer  General  and  Council  to  Bight  Wor- 
shipful Samuel  Annesley  President  and  Council  at  Surat,  dated  Bombay 
Castle  9th  April  1696  ; Should  it  so  fall  out  that  you  can  get  no  goods 
from  Surat  yet  we  shall  be  able  to  do  pretty  well  with  what  the  General 
hath  provided,  if  you  can  but  speedily  continue  to  send  us  gunnies  and 
ropes  and  other  packing  to  pack  100  khandis  cotton.  The  General  has 
already  besides  cotton,  100  Surat  mans  of  putchock  (incense  for  China) 
and  is  in  daily  expectation  of  olibanum  and  myrrh  f roni  Shaer-Duifar 
(Shahar  and  Dofar  ports  on  the  south-east  coast  of  Arabia).  If  it  can 
I be  done,  we  would  not  have  you  fail  to  send  us  the  coffee  garbled  or 
; ungarbled  before  the  rains  and  what  other  goods  you  can  that  we  may 
I be  able  to  lade  the  Tonqueen  when  she  arrives  for  England.  We 
design,  if  possible  we  can  get  the  America  (who  is  on  shore  to  repair 
her  rudder)  ready  time  enough  to  send  her  away  with  what  we  can 
I put  on  board  her  here,  to  fill  up  with  pepper  at  Tellicherry  to-  be 
. despatched  from  thence  to  England.^ 

The  following  show  what  exports  were  prohibited  to  private  traders  : 
i Surat  letter  from  Messrs  M.  Gray  and  C.  James  to  Mr.  A.  Grigbie  at 
i Swally,  7th  December  1672.  The  enclosed  from  Bombay  we  received 
1 the  last  night.  We  do  desire  you  to  send  for  all  the  Bazar  Banians  and 
give  them  in  charge  that  they  buy  no  indigo  of  any  sort  or  lac  of  any 
) sort,  aloes  soccatrina,  myrrh,  China  roots,  camphor,  tinkal  (or  crude 
borax),  coho,  cowries,  red  earth,  being-  commodities  prohibited  by  the 
' Company  to  be  carried  home  by  any  ships  but  for  their  own  account. 

! Let  them  know  that  if' we  find  any  of  them  offend  therein  we  shall 
) seize  their  goods  for  the  Honourable  Company.^ 

The  following  extracts  relate  to  the  various  classes  of  exports  under  the 
( alphabetical  headings  Calico,  Chintz,  and  Cloth : Court  of  Directors^ 
i letter  17  th  April  1711  paragraph  51.  If  possible  to  be  prevented,  send 
: no  calicoes  under  ten  yards  long,  but  as  much  longer  as  you  shall  think 
. fit  or  has  been  customarily  used.  The  reason  is  ten  yards  of  calicoes  is  a 


Chapter  11* 

Trade. 

Exports, 

1694. 


1690. 


Company’s. 

Exports, 

1072., 


Calicoes, 

1711. 


1 Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  6 of  169-1  - 1696,  3.  Candle  means  sale  by  candle  that  is  an  auction 
( in  which  persons  are  allowed  to  bid  only  till  a small  piece  of  candle  burns  out. 

2 Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  5 of  1091-1696,  63.  ^ ^ g^^-at  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  1 of  1630-1673,  331-S5* 
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Chapter  II. 
Trade. 


A.njeng’0  Cloth, 

1711, 


1713. 


Chintz, 

1730. 


17.31. 


piece^  and  of  late  we  have  had  a dispute  with  the  officers  of  the  customs 
who  would  make  us  pay  for  pieces  of  half  that  length  or  under  as  if 
they  were  ten  yards.  They  will  make  us  pay  for  the  surplus,  as  if  a piece 
be  fifteen  yards  long,  it  shall  be  accounted  a piece  and  half,  and  so  of 
all  other  lengths  in  proportion.  Though  this  dispute  is  pretty  well  over, 
yet  it  may  be  revived^  and  we  would  not  willingly  give  them  a handle 
hereafter.^ 

Court  of  Directors'’  letter,  ITtli  April  1711,  paragraph  50:  We 
would  have  all  the  Anjengo  cloth  or  as  much  as  you  can  get  done 
in  time  white.  If  possible  get  the  weavers  to  make  it  of  eighteen 
yards  long  and  a yard  to  a yard  and  three  nails  wide,  and  of  no  other 
lengths  or  breadths.  You  may  buy  it  of  difierent  fineness  and  goodness 
so  as  it  be  well  made  of  the  sort." 

Court  of  Directors’  letter,  27th  March  1713,  paragraph  72  : Objec- 
tions against  Anjengo  cloth  by  the  IVentiuorth.  The  cloth  of  ten  and 
eleven  nails  wide  did  not  yield  prime  cost  freight  and  customs  by  twenty 
to  forty  per  cent ; that  of  fourteen  nails  v/ide  yielded  three  per  cent  loss  ; 
that  of  a yard  and  seventeen  nails  and  nineteen  nails  wide,  }fielded  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty-eight  per  cent  profit,  not  reckoning  interest  and 
insurance.  These  goods  are  pretty  much  of  the  nature  of  our  coast  long 
cloth  Salampores  as  to  the  makes,  but  are  some  of  seventeen  and  others 
of  twenty-four  yards  long.  Whereas  our  long  cloth  is  generally  thirty-six 
yards  long  and  eighteen  nails  wide,  and  invoiced  to  us  the  ordinary  and 
middling  from  twelve  shillings  and  six  pence  to  about  sixteen  and  six 
pence  a piece  and  yields  here  from  seventy  to  a hundred  per  cent  profit. 
The  Salampores  are  of  seventeen  yards  or  better,  and  from  sixteen  and 
a half  to  eighteen  nails  broad,  and  invoiced  the  ordinary  and  middling 
from  six  shillings  to  seven  and  nine  pence  the  piece,  and  yield  pretty 
near  the  same  profit.  But  the  coast  goods  are  generally  well  whitened, 
if  brown  they  turn  to  no  account.  If  the  Anjengo  broadcloth  could  be 
bought  cheap  and  well  whitened,  we  should  be  glad  to  have  some  to 
encourage  that  settlement,  but  we  will  have  none  of  the  narrow  on  any 
terms.^ 

Court  of  Directors’  letter,  12th  March  1730,  paragraph  39  : Chintz 
‘pondhe jaji  (1 1 gaz  broad)  at  Rs.  110  the  gorge  (or  corge  that  is  a score) 
is  more  than  we  can  afford  to  give  and  much  dearer  than  the  Patna  chintz 
stands  us  in,  that  are  in  greater  esteem  and  sell  much  better.  We  there- 
fore forbid  purchasing  any  at  that  extravagant  price. ^ 

Court  of  Directors’  letter,  30th  March  1731,  paragraph  50  : As  to 
the  goods  in  general  now  ordered,  we  chiefly  refer  to  what  we  say  in 
the  list  of  investments.  We  shall  only  add  the  chintz  pondhegaji  is  so 
material  an  article  that  we  send  you  some  patterns  which  may  govern 
you  so  far  as  to  see  thereby.  We  want  some  new  works,  and  therefore 
we  recommend  to  you  once  for  all,  as  the  cloth  of  the  last  sent  Avas  good, 
to  keep  up  the  same  goodness,  and  that  you  endeavour  every  year  to 
send  us  new  patterns,  as  well  of  the  flowers  as  stripes,  at  least  five  or 


^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-1721,  87. 

* Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715- 172l’  87. 

^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-1721,  87-88. 

**  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715  1721,  85. 
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six  sorts  in  a bale.  And  let  the  Indians  work  their  own  fancies  which 
are  always  preferable  to  any  patterns  we  can  send  yon  from  Europe ; 
and  if  this  be  observed^  we  need  never  to  say  any  thing  more  upon 
this  head.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  19th  January  1748  : Directed 
that  Messrs.  William  Hornby  and  Robert  Ereemoult  proceed  to  the 
assistance  of  Anjengo  factory  and  take  passage  on  the  Restoration  grab 
as  far  as  Tellicherry  where  the  Chief  and  factors  will  furnish  them  with 
a proper  conveyance  to  carry  them  to  Anjengo.  Considering  the  circum- 
stances of  the  Honourable  Company's  alfairs  on  the  Coromandel  coast  it 
is  resolved  that  the  Chief  and  factors  be  particularly  ordered  to  be  careful 
in  well  completing  their  cloth  investment  already  contracted  for ; also 
to  provide  on  the  best  terms  they  can  as  much  more  as  may  be  procur- 
able which  we  are  well  assured  will  bean  accej)table  piece  of  service 
although  from  the  non-arrival  of  our  Europe  ships  we  have  no  list  to 
send  them  for  their  guidance.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter,  7th  March  1749,  paragraph  42  : As 

> calicoes  are  at  present  in  great  demand,  you  must  acquaint  the  Chief 
and  Council  at  Anjengo  that  we  expect  they  will  exert  themselves  in 

i that  part  of  the  investment  by  encouraging  the  merchants  to  increase 
the  manufacture  as  much  as  possible,  at  the  same  time  having  a 
due  regard  to  keep  them  up  to  the  quality  of  those  received  last 
year.^ 

Court  of  Directors'’  letter,  5th  April  1754,  j)aragraph  72  : Although 
we  observe  but  little  cloth  is  vended  at  Anjengo,  and  what  is  sent  thither 
i is  chiefly  sold  to  the  king  of  Travancor  for  the  clothing  of  his  soldiers, 

► yet  you  must  direct  our  servants  there  to  be  very  attentive  and  lose  no 
j opportunity  for  opening  a trade  in  that  and  the  neighbouring  countries 
■ if  ever  they  find  it  practicable.^ 

CourCs  letter  to  the  Surat  President  and  Council,  22nd  April  1682  : 
. 4 here  is  another  matter  of  national  concernment  as  well  as  relating  to  our 
I own  interest  which  we  must  in  most  special  manner  recommend  to  your 
? assiduous  care  industry  and  invention,  namely  the  procuring  for  us 
I by  all  possible  contrivance  very  great  quantities  of  cassia  lignum, 
[ cinnamon,  tramboon,  and  cinnamon  de  matt,  which  is  the  best  expedient 
) we  can  think  of  to  keep  down  the  exorbitant  price  the  Dutch  force 
England  and  all  other  nations  to  pay  for  cinnamon,  since  they  were 
masters  of  the^  sole  trade  of  Zeilone  (Ceylon),  wherefore  to  compass 
all  that  is  possible  of  those  bastard  kinds  of  cinnamon,  if  our  stock  should 
j fall  short,  you  may  take  up  money  and  for  price  we  shall  not  limit  you, 
1 knowing  you  will  use  this  liberty  with  justice  and  discretion.^  ^ 

Court's  letter  to  Surat,  22nd  April  1682  : Coffee,  shellac,  cotton 
( yarn,  and  turmeric  are  bulky  commodities  and  come  to  little  money. 
I You  may  do  well  to  be  always  stored  with  a good  quantity  of  them 
! beforehand  to  ascertain  the  full  loading  of  our  ships  at  all  times,  and 


j 1 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  96. 

- " Pub.  Diary  21  of  1718,  19-20.  ^ Court’s  L.  Vol.  3 of  1742-  1761  196 

; , " Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  79.  Pub.  Dcp.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  4 of  1752  - 

^ ^ ••  ^ Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  1 of  1681  - 1685,  10. 
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to  despatch  on  a sudden  any  small  ship  for  Europe  that  may  arrive  with 
you  from  Bantam  or  the  South  Seas.  ^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation^  21st  February  1735:  The  season 
growing  late  and  none  of  our  galleys  appearing,  it  is  agreed  to  despatch 
the  Victoria  grab  now  in  the  road  immediately  to  Mokha  with  Messrs. 
Draper  and  Goodwin  in  order  to  purchase  a loading  of  coffee  for  the 
King  William.  Revadas  Ambaidas  offering  to  give  bills  payable  at 
Mokha  for  10,000  Sp.  dollars  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  210  per  100,  in  part 
payment  of  his  debt  to  the  Company,  and  as  the  gentlemen  will  be  in 
want  of  money  to  carry  on  the  investment  of  coffee,  it  is  agreed  to 
accept  thereof.  ^ 

Courffs  letter  to  Surat,  7th  April  1684  : Take  fit  seasons  for  the 
buying  of  our  cotton  at  Broach  when  it  is  cheapest,  and  keep  men 
constantly  packing  and  pressing  it  hard  with  our  screws  at  Swally  or 
Surat  that  you  may  have  quantities  thereof  always  lying  by  ready  to 
ship  upon  any  emergency.  ^ 

Court  of  Directors'’  letter,  20th  April  1708,  paragraph  35:  As  for 
cotton  wool  our  own  plantations  produce  such  vast  quantities  besides 
what  comes  from  Turkey  that  we  lose  more  than  the  capital  thereby. 
We  therefore  absolutely  forbid  your  sending  any  till  further  orders.^ 

^ Court  of  Directors^  letter,  7th  October  1737,  paragraph  27  : W^e 
direct  that  you  annually  purchase  a thousand  khandis  of  the  best 
Broach  cotton  upon  our  account  at  Surat  to  be  disposed  of  according  to 
the  directions  we  shall  think  fit  to  give  from  time  to  time.  It  must 
be  your  care  to  procure  it  in  the  most  ^^roper  season  upon  the  most  reason- 
able terms.  ^ 

Court  of  DirectoiV  letter,  13th  March  1743,  paragraph  34  : A stock 
of  1000  bales  of  cotton  must  always  be  on  hand.  AYe  expect  that  pur- 
suant to  our  directions  some  years  ago,  care  has  been  taken  to  have  such 
a quantity  by  you,  as  that  article  was  in  great  demand  in  Bengal  last 
year.  We  direct  in  ease  you  should  be  doubtful  whether  you  shall  be  able  ! 
to  load  home  all  the  tonnage  consigned  to  you,  that  the  first  of  these  ^ 
ships  that  arrives  at  Bombay  be  loaded  with  cotton,  and  that  you  j^ut 
on  board  what  surplus  treasure  can  be  spared,  despatching  her  aw^ay 
with  all  expedition  to  Bengal.  We  shall  give  directions  to  our  President . 
and  Council  in  Bengal  to  load  on  her  such  a number  of  bales  proper  for  • 
the  Europe  market,  and  what  saltj^etre  can  conveniently  be  spared,  , 
with  her  dunnidge  in  redwood,  and  to  give  the  Commander  orders  to 
proceed  therewith  to  Tellicherry,  where  on  the  Shipp’s  arrival,  the  Chief; 
and  Council  must  fill  her  up  with  pepper,  and  despatch  her  to  us  Si 
without  loss  of  time.  You  must  give  the  Chief  needful  directions, , 
adding  withal  that  only  such  part  of  the  saltpetre  must  remain  on' 
board  as  they  are  obliged  to  continue  in  the  ship  for  the  filling  up  herr 
tonnage  or  what  the  Captain  shall  require  at  the  low  freight,  reserving^, 
the  rest  for  some  of  our  other  ships.  ^ 


1 Pub.  Bep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  1 of  1681  - 1685,  10.  2 g 1731.36,  71-72. 

3 Pub.  Bep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  1 of  , 1681  - 1685,  81. 

4 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-  1721,  86. 

^Comp.  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-1721,  100. 

«Pub.  Bop.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  3 of  1742-1751,  35-36. 
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Court  o£  Directors^  letter^  8th  June  1743,  paragraphs  5 and  6 : We 
have  resolved  that  the  Hardwich  shall  proceed  from  your  side  of  India 
to  Canton  in  China,  and  Messrs.  Lascoe  Hide,  Henry  Hadley,  and 
Richard  Pinnell  supercargoes  take  passage  on  her  to  transact  our  affairs 
there.  Therefore  you  must  j^ut  on  board  a quantity  of  cotton  at  your 
[[place  or  Surat  and  also  what  pepper  you  judge  can  be  spared.  In  ease 
■no  ship  is  sent  to  China  on  your  own  account,  you  must  fill  the 
i Hardwick  with  sandalwood,  putchock,  olibanum,  and  other  articles  proper 
for  the  Canton  market,  making  up  in  silver  per  invoice  to  amount 
1 in  the  whole  to  Rs.  2,40,000  or  more.  If  the  supercargoes  desire 
it  consign  the  same  to  Messrs.  Hide  Hadley  and  Pinnell,  who  must 
; be  present  at  the  packing  of  each  article  to  see  that  every  thing  is  in 
>;good  order,  and  you  must  give  the  commander  sailing  orders  to  proceed 
i to  the  port  of  Canton,  and  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  said  Messrs.  Hide 
1.  Hadley  and  Pinnell.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter,  20th  March  1744,  paragraph  28  : This 
5 paragraph  directs  that  a large  stock  of  cotton  should  be  purchased  at 
I the  cheapest  time  of  the  year  to  answer  the  demand  of  the  China  and 
■ Bengal  markets.  ^ 

Bombay  Government  Diary,  15th  December  1779  : Account  sale  of 
i 3212  bales  of  the  Honourable  Company’s  cotton  at  public  outcry  at 
' Bombay,  at  two  months^  credit  and  to  be  j)aid  for  when  taken  away^ : 


Bombay  Cotton^  1779. 


Bales. 

Year. 

Rupees 
the  Khandi. 

Bales, 

Year. 

Rupees 
the  Khandi. 

200  ... 

1778 

91 

200  ... 

1779 

98 

200  ... 

90 

200  ... 

5 ) 

103 

200  ... 

>5 

91 

200  ... 

J 

102 

196  ... 

J 5 

91 

200  ... 

) 

101 

200  ... 

J 5 

93 

200  ... 

5 

99 

200  ... 

5 

96 

176  ... 

j 

97 

200  ... 

y ) 

92 

200  ... 

> 5 

96 

200  .. 

5 ) 

93 

240  ... 

) > 

99 

Bombay  Government  Diary,  26th  May  1780  : Estimate  (25th  May 
11780)  of  the  exjDense  of  bowing  and  packing  one  khandi  of  Broach 
( cotton  in  which  operation  two  days  are  required  ^ : 


Bowing  ... 

Loss  in  cleaning  30  sei^s  at  Rs.  90  per  khandi 
Gunnies,  12  pieces,  at  Rs.  5 per  co.  (covit),.. 
Cutties,  19  yards,  at  61  res  per  yard 
Fine  Rajdpur  lieinp  ropes,  two  at  Re.  1 cacli 
Twine,  one  pound 
Sewing  wrappers 

Packing  two  bales  ...  


Rs.  q.  r. 

29  0 0 
3 0 86 
3 0 0 
2 3 59 
2 0 0 
0 0 68 
0 1 0 
10  0 


Total  ...  41  2 3 
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^ Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  3 of  1742-1761,  47  -48. 

2 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1716-1721,  78.  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  3 of 
t 1742-175],  64-65.  ^ Pub.  Diary  76  of  1779,  669-670.  H’ub.  Diary  77  of  1780,  238, 
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Court  of  Directors'’  letter^  4th  November  1719,  paragraph  43  ‘ 
Cowries  {kavdis)  are  a commodity  if  alive  and  bright  coloured  shells^ 
that  we  would  never  be  without,  they  being  so  necessary  for  the  Guinea 
trade.  Some  we  do  at  times  get  from  Bengal  where  they  have  our 
standing  orders  to  send  us  a quantity  yearly.  We  say  tha  same  to  you. 
Send  us  all  we  write  for,  if  good  and  tolerable  cheap ; enforce  your 
orders  to  Calicut  and  Anjengo  that  they  procure  all  they  can  with  the 
greatest  industry  and  application.  Explain  to  us  what  are  the  contents 
in  weight  of  the  word  cotta  by  them  used  in  the  last  Anjengo  letter.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter,  12th  March  1730,  paragraph  41  : 
Cowries  if  at  thirty-five  to  forty  shillings  per  cent,  the  small  ones  the 
best.^ 

Court  of  Directors'’  letter,  28th  June  1717,  paragraph  23  : We 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  read  therein  you  have  provided  a 
quantity  of  broad  tapseils,  niccannees,  Guinea  stuffs  and  Brawls,  also  of 
Neganepauts.  You  will  on  perusing  our  lists  of  investments  find  for 
several  years  past  we  always  wrote  for  these  when  we  forbade  other 
sorts  of  white  and  coloured  goods.  The  reason  is  they  are  necessary 
for  the  Guinea  trade  and  must  be  had,  or  else  got  from  Holland  yearly. , 
They  pay  little  or  no  duties  being  prohibited  to  be  worn  in  England. , 
We  are  soriy  you  give  us  this  occasion  for  complaint.  Be  sure  provide 
of  these  sorts  according  to  the  quantities  we  order,  or  if  before  our 
ships  arrive,  then  according  to  the  lists  of  the  preceding  years,  till  we 
forbid  them  or  any  of  them.^ 

Court  of  Directors’  letter,  27th  February  1718,  paragraph  38:; 
Indigo  is  always  a readymoney  commodity,  and  takes  up  a great  deal 
of  time  to  purchase  a quantity.  Therefore  first  get  us  Guinea  goods  = 
and  cowries,  then  findigo  if  not  above  Bs.  50  the  maUj  or  other  piece-  ■ 
goods  mentioned  in  the  investment.^ 

Court  of  Directors’  letter,  4th  November  1719,  j)aragraph  42  : But: 
you  must  always  remember  to  send  us  the  several  species  of  Guinea"; 
goods  we  write  for ; because  we  have  none  or  but  very  few  from  the 
other  coast  to  answer  the  same  purposes,  and  they  are  absolutely  neces-- 
sary  for  exportation.^ 

Court’s  letter  to  Surat,  22nd  April  1682  : W^e  desire  you  to  provided 
6000  oz.  or  thereabouts  of  good  fresh  Agra  musk  in  grain  p»rovidedo 
you  can  have  it  from  12s.  to  14s.  the  oz.,  taking  great  care  it  be^ 
fresh,  well  coloured,  and  well  grained  and  put  uj)  in  leaden  pots  if  tc 
be  had,  for  we  find  that  the  toothanaque  (tutenague)  pots  do  dry  it  vely^ 
much.  We  would  have  any  pots  under  200  oz.  packed  very  hard  and'' 
closed  with  skins  over  the  pots ; and  pray  put  no  paper  within  the  potss! 
for  that  dries  the  musk ; but  instead  thereof  a part  of  lead  to  keep  it 
close,  and  let  special  care  be  taken  in  the  goodness.® 


^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-1721,  90. 
2 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-1721,  95. 
^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-1721,  89. 
^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-1721,  90. 

Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol,  1 of  1715-1721,  90. 
6 Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  1 of  1681 -1685,  12, 
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Surat  letter  to  Bombay,  7th  March  1676  : We  desire  you  by  the 
first  conveyance  to  send  us  up  2000  paving  stones  of  the  same  dimen- 
sions as  was  formerly  sent : 4 inches  thick.  If  the  whole  quantity  is 
not  at  present  procurable,  we  desire  you  to  send  so  many  as  you  can 
and  the  rest  when  you  can  procure  them.^ 

Surat  letter  to  Bombay,  27th  August  1734  : We  requested  to  have 
the  paving  stones  we  indented  for  last  year  as  the  new  warehouse  we 
have  built  is  quite  useless  till  it  is  j)aved.^ 

Courks  letter  to  the  President  and  Council  at  Surat,  22nd  April 
(1681  or  82)  : We  must  enjoin  you  particularly  that  you  do  endeavour 
to  secure  600  or  800  tons  of  pepper  beforehand  to  be  in  readiness  at 
the  respective  places  on  the  coast  of  India  or  at  Surat  that  you  shall 
judge  most  certain  and  expedient  to  answer  our  end.  Por  the  price 
I whereof  we  do  not  limit  you,  because  we  find  it  indispensably  neces- 
; sary  to  our  affairs  to  have  about  that  quantity  and  we  depend  upon 
! your  integrity  to  get  it  as  cheap  as  you  can.^ 

CourCs  letter  to  Surat,  7th  April  1684  : To  procure  great  quantity 
of  pepper  you  may  (if  you  think  fit)  settle  a cheap  factory  at  Billiapa- 
\ tarn  and  make  a firm  and  lasting  agreement  with  the  Queen  of  Atcheen 
: near  Purcat  who  made  us  a fair  offer  formerly.^ 

I Court’s  letter  to  Surat,  2nd  July  1684  : We  would  have  you  by  all 
t means  to  procure  some  of  the  pepper  plants  from  Mangalor,  and  not 
I only  to  send  them  to  St.  Helena  as  we  formerly  ordered,  but  likewise 
to  make  a small  plantation  of  them  in  some  proper  place  upon  Bombay 
where  it  cannot  be  otherwise,  but  you  may  now  have  labour  very  cheap, 
so  many  poor  families  having  been  forced  to  retire  thither  by  the  wars 
between  Sambhaji  and  the  Portuguese.  But  we  had  much  rather  you 
should  let  out  some  of  the  Company's  land  at  halves  or  in  such  pro- 
portion as  you  can  that  way,  to  be  employed  in  planting  of  pepper,  than 
attempt  to  do  it  by  days-men,  which  at  hire  will  never  work  for  the 
Company  so  well  as  they  will  for  themselves.  The  unlet  land  we  have 
fit  for  any  such  purpose  we  suppose,  must  be  either  part  of  our  drowned 
lands  or  of  that  wood-land  upon  Malabar  point — both  of  which  we 
would  have  you  to  consider  well  and  how  to  improve  it  to  our  most 
advantage.  This  time  of  such  numerous  resort  of  poor  strangers  to  our 
] protection  and  island  is  most  likely  and  cheapest  to  make  a progress  in 
Ithe  aforesaid  improvement.^ 

Court  of  Directors'’  letter,  paragraph  44,  20th  April  1708  : Karwar 
! pepper  is  the  best  sort  and  therefore  we  would  not  desert  that  place, 

I because  we  are  assured  it  is  capable  of  supplying  1000  to  2000 
’ Ichandis  yearly,  if  supplied  with  stock  ; Anjengo  has  cost  a great  deal 
of  money  in  buildings,  and  we  will  not  willingly  lose  all  by  deserting 
; it  j but  then  you  must  take  care  it  prove  worth  the  keeping,  by  making 
proper  investments  there.® 


1 Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1675-76,  88. 

" Surat  Fact.  Diary  617  of  1734-35,  17. 

^ Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.l  of  1681- 1685,  10. 

^ Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  1 of  1681-1685,  80. 
^ Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  1 of  1681-1685,  93. 
Comp,  of  Standing  Ord,  Vol.  1 of  1715  *1721,  87. 
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Court  of  Directors^  letter,  paragraph  43,  21st  February  1717  : We 
told  you  by  the  last  yeaFs  shipping,  our  objections  to  the  buying 
pepper  at  Surat  or  Bombay  at  the  worst  hand,  when  we  might  have  it 
so  much  cheaper  at  our  own  settlements  down  the  coast.  In  the 
aforesaid  Diary,  notice  is  taken  that  we  might  have  large  quantities 
more  than  the  tonnage  we  send  would  take  in,  if  they  were  constantly 
and  fully  supplied,  and  cheaper  if  they  had  the  supplies  early ; that  the 
Anjengo  pepper  is  to  be  had  cheapest,  and  Calicut  next.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  16th  October  1724  : The  Sunda 
Baja  has  prohibited  the  selling  of  pepper  to  the  people  of  the  factory 
at  Karwar  because  of  the  evil  insinuations  of  Venkaji  Sinay  who  is 
too  much  credited  by  the  Chief,  which  may  occasion  disputes  and  a 
breach  of  ancient  friendship  between  the  Company  and  the  Baja  to  the 
great  detriment  of  the  commerce.  And  the  Raja  has  ordered  that  the 
price  shall  be  settled  at  Bombay  and  the  pepper  delivered  at  Karwar 
to  such  as  your  Honour  (Bombay  Governor)  shall  appoint  to  receive  it.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  17th  May  1728  : In  the  letter 
to  the  Chief  and  factors  at  Surat,  we  also  added  a paragraph  to  remind 
them  of  our  former  orders  for  collecting  a duty  of  Rs.  3 per  khandi  on 
all  pepper  belonging  to  the  English  landed  there  from  the  coast,  that 
cannot  produce  a certificate  of  its  having  before  paid  it  at  the  export 
from  the  pepper  settlements.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  23rd  August  1731  : We  approve 
of  the  contracts  the  Chief  and  factors  at  Tellicherry  have  made  for  the 
quantity  of  the  pepper  directed,  namely  1000  khandis  at  Rs.  65 
which  they  say  was  already  in  warehouse  and  800  khandis  more  at 
Bs.  63|  and  to  be  ready  in  October.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  17th  September  1731  : The 
Chief  and  factors  at  Tellicherry  insinuate  to  us  their  apprehensions  that 
the  Dutch  will  let  slip  no  opportunity  to  get  possession  of  the  island 
of  Dharmapatan  (three  miles  north  of  Tellicherry)  and  that  if  we  do  not 
improve  the  present  disposition  of  the  Prince  to  deliver  it  over  to  our 
Honourable  Masters,  we  are  not  to  expect  hereafter  the  like  occasion. 
Should  it  be  delivered  over  to  the  Moors  the  Dutch  might  make  a 
much  easier  conquest  of  the  said  island  than  while  in  the  possession  of 
the  prince.  Our  gentlemen  are  likewise  of  opinion  that  though  the 
Moors  may  highly  resent  the  delivery  of  it  over  to  us,  yet  they  will  not 
attempt  to  give  us  any  molestation  when  once  we  are  in  jiossession  of 
it,  because  we  have  it  still  in  our  power  to  make  reprisals  on  their 
trading  ships  which  are  pretty  numerous.  To  prevent  the  Dutch 
designs  on  the  said  island  we  condescended  last  year  to  lend  the  Prince 

80.000  Fanams  and  to  present  him  with  20,000  more,  and  to  keep  him 
steadfast  in  the  interest  of  our  Honourable  Masters,  our  gentlemen  at 
Tellicherry  had  since  been  obliged  at  times  to  make  an  additional  loan  of 

40.000  Fanams.  We  have  reason  to  apjirehend  that  should  we  not 
take  the  necessary  care  to  prevent  the  said  island  of  Dharmapatan 


^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  89. 

2 Tub.  Diary  2 of  1724,  130.  Tub.  Diary  3 of  1727 -28,  111, 

4 Fnb.  Diary  1 of  1731,  97-98. 
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falling  either  into  the  hands  of  the  Moors  or  Dutch,  the  loans  hitherto 
made  would  be  in  great  danger  of  being  lost  and  the  settlement  of 
Tellicherry  not  only  greatly  streightened  but  rendered  of  little  use  or 
signification  to  our  Honourable  Employers.  It  is  therefore  to  be  con- 
sidered what  methods  we  are  to  pursue  in  so  critical  a conjuncture. 
Duly  pondering  the  forementioned  considerations,  it  is  resolved  that 
we  direct  our  gentlemen  at  Tellicherry  to  close  with  the  Prince  for 
! delivering  over  to  them  in  behalf  of  onr  Honourable  Masters  the 
entire  sovereignty  of  the  said  island  of  Dharmapatan  with  all  the  rights 
and  revenues  thereunto  belonging,  upon  the  best  terms  they  possibly 
can  by  paying  him  down  such  a sum  as  purchase  money  as  they  shall 
be  informed  by  him  will  be  most  acceptable.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter,  paragraph  102,  dated  7th  March  1733  : 
Pepper  is  an  article  which  of  late  years  has  turned  to  a very  good 
account ; and  the  tonnage  now  consigned  you  being  more  than  usual, 
the  proper  measures  must  be  taken  to  provide  a sufficient  (]^uantity 
^ beforehand  to  fill  up  the  ships.  In  order  thereto  our  several  facto- 
I ries  upon  the  coast  must  be  plentifully  supplied  with  cash  to  command 
1 the  market,  and  that  our  servants  or  others  may  not  supplant  us,  all 
I under  our  protection  must  be  prohibited  purchasing  any  pepper  at  those 
' settlements  till  the  Company  has  sufficient  for  their  tonnage  in  the 
I current  year.  We  further  recommend  it  to  your  consideration,  whether 
it  will  not  be  proper  that  all  the  pepper  should  be  sent  up  to  Bombay 
I from  those  settlements,  to  be  ready  in  your  warehouses  to  put  on  board 
[ our  ships. ^ 

Court  of  DireetorsMe Her,  paras  53-55,  5th  March  173d:  Bepe- 
j tition  of  the  foregoing  order  concerning  pepper,  and  in  case  Tellicherry 
i fails  in  the  supplies  demanded,  to  have  recourse  to  Onor  Karwfir  and 
i other  places  upon  the  coast.  If  a double  stock  of  pepper  can  be  secured 
at  moderate  prices,  when  we  have  money  to  spare,  it  will  be  an  accept- 
. able  piece  of  service,  and  answer  very  valuable  purposes.^ 

Court  of  Directors'’  letter,  paras  35  and  66,  15th  March  1734:  A 
; repetition  of  former  orders  to  secure  pepper  sufficient  for  their  demands, 
^ and  not  suffer  the  country  ships  to  forestall  them  or  any  difficulties  be 
i put  in  their  way  by  the  sale  of  pepper  to  our  China  ships.  Confirm- 
i ation  of  the  duty  of  Rs.  3 per  khandi  on  pepper  exported  from  the 

) coast 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  14th  February  1735  ; Letter  of 
17th  January  1735  from  the  Chief  and  factors  at  Tellicherry,  advises  that 
i they  had  advanced  the  ChittyRs.  16,000  and  1000  gubbers  (gold  ducats 
or  sequins)  for  pepper,  who  had  promised  to  deliver  them  500  khandls  of 
) the  new  crop  by  the  10th  February.  This  with  what  they  had  in  warehouse 
) they  think  would  be  sufficient  for  filling  up  the  ships  this  season.^ 

' Court  of  Directors'  letter,  paras  23  and  53,  11th  March  1735  : Con- 
i tinuation  of  orders  for  securing  a double  stock  of  pepper  whenever 
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practicable.  This  para  repeats  and  recommends  the  securing  all  the 
pepper  possible  and  directs  to  suffer  none  to  be  appropriated  to  private 
uses.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation^  17th  September  1735:  The 
Tellicherry  advices  o£  18th  April  and  16th  June  being  now  taken  into 
consider ation_,  and  recourse  being  had  to  their  several  letters  wherein 
they  make  mention  of  the  island  Dharmapatan^  the  conveniences  and 
inconveniences  that  seem  most  likely  to  attend  our  removing  from 
Tellicherry  thither^  gathered  from  the  said  advices^  are  as  follows  : That 
by  its  situation  in  the  centre  of  the  pepper  country  at  the  entrance  of 
the  river  Trentapatam  and  Kodoli  leading  to  Kolata  and  Bengal^  from 
whence  the  pepper  is  usually  brought^  the  procuring  that  commodity 
may  be  rendered  more  secure  than  in  any  other  place  thereabouts.  It 
has  an  influence  also  on  Bandatarra  lying  to  the  northward  which 
supplies  so  large  a quantity  of  pepper  that  they  are  made  to 
believe  that  though  the  Dutch  were  in  possession  of  Kadalai  it  would 
not  be  in  their  power  to  deprive  us  of  any  great  j^art  of  the  pepper 
produced  in  those  countries.  Our  settling  there  prevents  the  Dutch 
French  and  others  getting  a footing,  and  its  nearness  to  Kolata^s  country 
will  awe  and  induce  him  to  keep  fair  with  us  at  all  times  and  prevent 
the  stop  he  is  frequently  inclined  to  put  to  our  trade  and  even  to  im- 
pose new  duties  on  it.  As  an  island  it  ma}^  be  more  easily  defended, 
prove  a means  of  securing  the  Company  a more  certain  footing  in  the 
country,  and  be  attended  at  all  times  with  less  inconvenience  than 
Tellicherry.  When  it  was  in  the  most  flourishing  state  under  the  Moors 
Dharmapatan  was  said  to  have  yielded  sixty  thousand  fanams  a year ; and 
admitting  the  Kanaris  withdrawn,  it  becomes  the  Company's  immediate 
property  and  the  lands  with  time  and  pains  will  admit  of  great 
improvements  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  in  twelve  years  it  will 
afford  a revenue  of  full  twelve  thousand  rupees  ]oer  annum  from 
the  eocoanut  trees,  paddy  grounds,  and  salt  pans.  We  must  give  the 
Chief  and  factors  at  Tellicherry  a caution  to  secure  Dharmapatan 
in  the  best  manner  they  can  against  the  attempts  of  any  enemy 
whatever,  lest  by  delaying  so  to  do,  the  French  (in  case  of  a war 
breaking  out)  or  the  Kanaris  should  attack  them  before  they  are 
prepared  against  their  attempts.  The  loss  of  the  island  in  such  a manner 
would  render  our  other  settlements  upon  the  coast  entirely  useless  and 
we  should  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  sending  home  even  a single  ship 
with  a loading  likely  to  turn  to  any  advantage.  As  to  the  Kanaris  we 
must  repeat  what  we  wrote  in  our  letter  of  the  14th  October  last  that 
our  greatest  fear  is  still  concerning  the  opposition  our  gentlemen  may 
meet  with  from  them.  It  appears  to  us  that  the  Kanaris  would  never 
carry  on  their  wars  against  the  Malabars  at  the  great  expense  it  must 
put  them  to,  but  with  a design  of  securing  to  themselves  the  pepper 
trade  of  that  country  for  which  we  apprehend  no  place  thereabouts  is 
so  proper  as  Dharmapatan.  We  need  only  remind  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Kanaris’  treatment  of  the  Portuguese  last  year  at  Mangalor  to 
prevent  any  the  like  disaster  befalling  them  which  would  tend  to  our 
eternal  disgrace,  the  loss  of  all  we  have  hitherto  laid  out,  and  all 
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pretensions  to  a quiet  and  advantageous  situation  on  this  coast  and  that 
of  the  pepper  trade  in  general.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consul tatioiq  ] 7th  December  1735,  on  the  Telli- 
cherry  Chief  and  factors^  letter  of  17th  November  1735  : The  Company 
traded  largely  in  pepper  and  cardamoms  got  through  their  factory  at 
Tellicherry.  550  khandis  of  pepper  were  sent  by  them  in  November  and 
they  expected  some  time  after  that  to  have  in  their  warehouse  2851 
khandis  and  8 mans  of  more  pepper.  ^ They  add,  the  new  crop  pro- 
mising well,  they  hope  to  procure  sufficient  for  the  Riclunond  and  the 
ships  going  home  in  1736-37  for  which  they  desire  to  be  properly 
supplied.  They  will  procure  the  cardamoms  ordered  on  the  best  terms 
they  can  for  which  they  have  advanced  501  Venetians.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter,  para  12,  12th  December  1735  : This  para 
earnestly  recommends  the  laying  in  a double  stock  of  pepper  the  first 
favourable  opportunity  (see  the  55th  paragraph  per 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  13th  J anuary  1736:  We  are  very 
sorry  to  find  by  the  Tellicherry  letter  of  12th  December  that  the  report 
we  had  heard  of  the  Kanaris^  intention  of  sending  a powerful  army  to 
the  Malabar  country  with  desire  to  wrest  from  us  the  island  Dharma- 
patan,  is  now  confirmed.  As  we  are  fully  persuaded  that  our  being 
deprived  of  that  island  will  be  attended  with  the  loss  of  the  pepper 
trade,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  resolve  upon  taking  the  most  effectual 
measures  to  prevent  it.  Though  we  do  not  pretend  to  be  competent 
judges  whether  the  pepper  trade  be  worth  preserving  at  the  expense 
we  must  necessarily  put  our  Honourable  Masters  to  (but  must  leave  that 
to  be  determined  by  them),  yet  should  it  be  so  and  we  suffer  it  to  be 
lost  without  applying  our  endeavours  to  prevent  it,  we  must  certainly 
incur  a very  severe  censure.  On  the  other  hand,  we  are  of  opinion 
that  should  our  Honourable  Masters  not  think  the  securing  the^pepper 
trade  and  fortifying  Dharmapatan  to  be  necessary,  some  of  our  Hvals  in 
trade  would  be  glad  to  take  it  off  our  hands,  were  it  to  cost  more  than 
it  is  likely  to  do.  Our  garrison  is  so  bare  and  our  present  occasions 
both  for  our  vessels  and  military  men  so  pressing  that  we  can  send 
them  no  other  force  than  four  or  five  galivats  with  the  proper  detach- 
ment of  sepoys.  We  must  therefore  write  to  Madras  (as  it  is  now 
afj'reed  to  do)  requesting  the  President  and  Council  to  send  with  all  ex- 
pedition to  Tellicherry  what  force  they  can  possibly  spare  by  one  of  the 
Honourable  Company's  vessels  or  else  to  freight  one  for  that  purpose. 
It  is  likewise  agreed  to  direct  the  gentlemen  at  Anjengo  to  supply 
them  with  what  men  they  can  list  or  be  able  to  spare  from  their 
garrison  if  the  country  round  them  be  quiet.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  28th  January  1736  : Should  the 
Kanaris  give  our  gentlemen  at  Tellicherry  factory  any  molestation,  it  is 
agreed  to  give  the  gentlemen  permission  to  employ  the  vessels  in  pre- 
venting their  army  getting  provisions  or  in  otherwise  annoying  them, 
which  when  they  find  in  our  power,  we  believe  they  will  not  attempt 
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to  impede  us  iii  our  designs.  Considering  that  the  Kanaris  and 
Trench  are  determined  if  possible  to  get  possession  of  the  island 
Dharmapatan,  which  at  present  is  not  in  a condition  to  be  defended 
against  the  attempts  that  may  be  made,  we  iudcre  it  absolutelv  neces- 
sary to  set  about  securing  it  by  raising' a "strong  fort  thereon  as 
speedily  as  possible.  As  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell,  our  clerk  of  the 
woiks,  has  taken  an  exact  suiwey  of  the  island  and  is  perfectly  aeoiiaint- 
ed  with  the  situation  thereof,  we  think  him  the  jiroper  person  to  give 
directions  in  what  manner  to  fortify  it  which  we  must  leave  to  his 
3udgment.  It  is  agreed  to  give  directions  to  this  purport  in  our 
next  letter  to  Tellicherry;  and  as  we  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  a 
war  may  shortly  be  declared  between  England  and  France  we  doubt 
not  but  111  such  case  the  French  would  openly  attack  us  on  that  island 
and  at  present  we  are  not  in  a condition  to  withstand  them.  But  by 
beginning  the  works  now  we  hope  they  will  be  in  such  forwardness 
that  we  may  be  able  to  defend  ourselves  against  the  attempts  the  French 
or  others  may  make,  which  is  a consideration  that  in  our  opinion  renders 

iwn  as  soon  as  possible. 

When  the  Eharmapatan  works  are  finished  and  Tellicherry  thrown  up 

we  doubt  not  but  our  expenses  will  be  less  and  our  footing  in  that  country 

as  well  as  the  command  of  the  pepper  trade  be  much  more  secure  than  at 
present.^ 


Bombay  Government  Consultation,  ISth  February  1736  ; Mr  Camp- 
bell, our  clerk  of  the  works,  has  according  to  the  Presidents  directions 
drawn  a plan  of  a square  fort  of  ninety  yards  curtain  to  be  built  for 
t e secuiity  of  Dharmapatan.  This  of  itself  (admitting  it  completely 
built  according  to  rule)  exclusive  of  all  other  necessary  buildino-s  will 
amount  to  no  less  than  Rs,  9,50,000.  We  cannot  think  of  'settino- 
about  this  work  if  upon  examination  it  shall  appear  likely  to  cost  neat- 
half  that  sum  However  it  is  directed  that  the  said  plan  and  calculate 
be  sent  to  Tellicherry  ; and  that  we  acquaint  the  gentlemen  that  we 
toink  the  fort  proposed  is  not  only  too  large  and  the  wall  too  high  and 
too  thick  but  that  it  must  take  up  several  years  in  building.  That  we 
are  informed  that  the  hill  Parambu,  whereon  it  is  proposed  to  be  built 
IS  a solid  soft  rock  and  if  so  we  do  not  apprehend  it  will  be  necessary 
to  sink  a foundation  or  for  the  wall  to  be  built  so  many  feet  hich  as 
IS  computed,  because  of  the  side  of  the  hill  that  is  cut  away  ivill'’serve 
toi  the  facing  of  the  ditch  and  the  wall  be  raised  upon  that.  Till 
we  know  whether  tte  hill  Parambu  be  a rock  or  only  loose  earth  we 
cannot  frame  any  judgment  of  the  height  the  walls  of  the  intended 
tort  ought  to  be  and  consequently  not  of  the  expense.  Therefore 
we  must  recommend  to  the  gentlemen  to  view  the  said  hill  and  make 
an  experiment  whether  it  be  rock  or  loose  earth ; that  they  also  give  us 
their  opinion  of  ^e  size  of  the  work  necessary  and  make  a calculate  of 
the  expense  and  let  us  know  whether  a fort  raised  on  this  hill  will 
eftectually  secure  ^e  island  and  the  pepper  trade,  till  when  we  must 
yet  defer  coming  to  a final  determination.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  16th  February  1736 : The 
President  acquaints  the  Board  that  since  our  last  Consultation  he  had 
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directed  Mr.  Campbell  to  draw  out  another  plan  o£  a fort  for  Dharma- 
patan  island  of  only  seventy  yards  curtain,  the  wall  twenty  feet 
high  from  the  bottom  of  the  ditch,  the  ditch  to  be  sixty  feet  broad  and 
ten  feet  deep,  the  expense  of  which  Mr.  Campbell  computes  may 
amount  to  about  l?s.  3,38,000  ; but  should  the  hill  prove  a solid  rock 
(as  it  is  supposed  to  be),  there  will  not  be  occasion  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  the  wall  below  the  bottom  of  the  ditch  as  is  allowed  for  in  the 
calculate,  and  a gTeat  part  of  the  expense  will  be  saved.  Directed 
that  this  plan  and  calculate  be  sent  to  Tellicherry  ; and  that  we  acquaint 
! the  • gentlemen  that  though  this  is  more  agreeable  to  us  than  the 
other,  we  shall  not  permit  them  to  set  about  it  till  we  know  their 
opinion,  and  are  well  assured  of  its  being  capable  to  secure  the  island 
and  thereby  a sufficient  share  of  the  pepper  trade.-^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation  of  12th  October  1736  ; We 
: cannot  consent  to  the  Tellicherry  factors'  raising  a small  fortification 
at  ^ the  inland  _ extremity  of  Dharmapatan  island,  as  we  are  of 
opinion  that  their  having  so  many  small  works  at  a distance  from  each 
other,  very  much  weakens  their  garrison.  As  to  the  principal  fort 
] proposed  to  be  built  on  Parambu  hill,  we  have  not  the  least  thoughts 
of  setting  about  such  a work,  as  our  Honourable  Masters  have  forbidden 
our  raising  any  expensive  fortifications  at  Dharmapatan,  and  told  us 
•they  can  never  consent  to  the  throwing  up  Tellicherry  after  the  large 
sums  that  have  been  laid  out  there.  Though  the  maintaining 
.possession  of  so  many  fortifications  as  we  now  hold  upon  that  island 
creates  a very  great  charge,  yet,  as  we  have  laid  before  our  Honourable 
^Masters  the  advantages  or  inconveniences  likely  to  accrue  to  their 
■affairs  by  keeping  or  relinquishing  the  island,  we  are  unwilling  to 
throw  up  any  of  the  places  we  now  hold  thereon  till  we  receive  their 
final  directions  which  we  expect  by  the  next  ships. ^ 

Court  of  Directors'  letter,  para  29,  22nd  December  1736  : This 
para  presses  a compliance  with  the  several  paragraphs  aforegoing  in 
their  letter  for  the  purchase  of  pepper 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  9th  May  1737  : The  Telli- 
cherry Chief  and  factors  had  contracted  for  2U13  khandis  and  3 
quarters  of  pepper  of  the  new  crop  of  which  557  khandu  and  3 
quarters  are  outstanding.  They  greatly  fear  they  shall  not  exceed  2500 
^dihandis,  the  price  being  advanced  to  Bs.  78  (the  khandi) ; and  they  are 
assuied  the  Chitty  must  suffer  considerably  by  what  he  has  engaged 
for,  nor  can  he  comply  with  his  bargain  without  great  difficulty.  ^They 
have  laden  on  our  cruizers  277|-  khandis,^ 

Court  of  Directors'  letter,  para  28,  7th  October  1737  ; This  para 
enjoins  the  utmost  endeavours  to  be  used  for  securing  a sufficiency  of 
pepper.^ 

Court  of  Directors'  letter,  para  40,  2nd  April  1740:  Mffien 
; [Tellicherry  and  Anjengo  fall  short  of  the  quantity  of  pepper  requisite 
; for  the  Company's  service,  they  would  have  their  money  dispersed  on 
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other  parts  of  the  coast^  and  recommend  the  sending  a covenant 
servant  to  Onor.^ 

Translate  of  the  king  of  Travancor^s  letter  to  the  President,  dated  the 
23rd  October  1741  and  received  at  Bombay  the  8th  J anuary  1742:  The 
ao'reement  I am  disposed  to  make  with  the  Honourable  Company  shall 
consist  in  the  furnishing  them  with  all  the  pepper  and  cloth  produced  in 
my  territories  including  those  in  Peritally,  saving  only  such  a quantity  of 
each  as  shall  be  required  for  the  use  of  my  subjects.  The  price  between 
us  shall  be  settled  on  moderate  conditions.  As  the  Butch  have 
without  just  cause  entered  my  country  in  a warlike  manner,  the  Honour- 
able Company  shall,  in  consequence  of  the  above  advantages,  undertake 
to  mediate  a peace.  On  peace  being  concluded,  I will  engage  to  deliver 
the  pepper  as  heretofore  to  the  Company  at  Quilon  Carnapalla  and 
Cartigapalla.  Should  the  Butch  refuse  to  fix  a peace  then  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient that  the  Company  pursue  the  proper  means  for  hindering  the  Butch 
from  violating  the  tranquillity  of  any  of  the  precited  places  granted  to 
them  (the  Company)  as  their  sole  privilege.  The  price  for  the  pepper  to  be 
delivered  to  the  Honourable  Company,  shall  be  conformable  to  the  current 
rate  of  the  country.  But  I am  to  desire  and  expect  the  Company  will 
furnish  me  with  some  guns,  small  arms,  mortars,  gunpowder  and  other 
kind  of  ammunition  wanted,  and  to  be  at  the  value  they  were  bought 
for.  The  customs  and  annual  present  shall  continue  as  heretofore ; 
but  as  the  Butch  have  blocked  up  my  ports  and  give  their  protection 
for  the  free  navigation  of  vessels  appertaining  to  powers  in  enmity 
with  me,  and  also  do  violate  the  authority  of  English  passports,  these 
points  must  be  settled  between  us.  The  Honourable  Company  are  to 
protect  the  pepper  with  their  flag.  Provided  the  precited  proposals 
are  accepted  I engage  to  furnish  them  with  above  3000  khandis  of 
pepper  (meaning  it  is  supposed  annually,  though  this  is  not  expressed). 
And  as  the  Butch  may  prove  troublesome,  it  will  be  necessary  that 
forts  be  erected  at  Quilon,  Quiletch,  Tervanda  Eddava,  as  also  in 
Peritally  where  requisite.  These  forts  must  be  provided  with  the 
requisites  for  defence,  and  bear  the  English  flag.  Provided  the 
English  Company  will  not  pay  the  expense  of  the  forts,  I will  undertake 
the  same  myself  they  affording,  however,  a competent  garrison  to  each 
with  all  requisite  appurtenances ; and  the  expense  attending  the  so  doing 
I will  discharge.  Should  not  the  English  agree  to  these,  and  my 
enemies  do  continue  to  distress  me,  I shall  be  compelled  to  seek  assist- 
ance from  some  other  European  power  though  I should  much  rather 
prefer  the  English  to  whomsoever.  The  guns  to  be  applied  for  the 
forts  1 will  satisfy  the  cost  of.^ 

Many  of  the  places  mentioned  in  this  letter  being  subject  to  the 
Butch  and  granted  to  them,  the  Board  did  not  think  it  useful  to 
enter  into  any  discussion  of  the  matter,  but  referred  the  letter  to  the 
Chief  and  factors  at  Anjengo.^ 

Court  of  BirectorsMetter  dated  11th  March  1742,  paras  45-47  : 
Our  President  Mr.  Wake,  during  his  residence  at  Tellicherry,  did 


1 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  76. 

" Bom.  Gov.  Diary  12th  Jan.  1742,  Fub.  Diary  15  of  1741-42,  28-29. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  12th  Jan.  1742,  Fub*  Diary  15  of  1741-42,  27. 
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ITS  eminent  service  in  securing  annually  large  quantities  of  pepper 
by  making  purchases  at  all  the  adjacent  places  without  limiting  the 
price  ; which  method  his  successor  will  do  well  to  continue^  guarding 
in  the  most  prudent  manner  against  enhancing  the  markets.  Here  we 
judge  it  proper  to  mention  that  it  has  been  hinted  to  us,  a thousand 
khandis  or  more  of  pepper  may  be  procured  yearly  at  Onor,  by  a 
covenant  servant  or  two  residing  on  the  spot  attended  only  with  a 
i few  peons.  Thereby  an  advantageous  commerce  and  intercourse  may 
also  be  maintained  with  the  neighbouring  territories.  This  affair  we 
offer  to  your  consideration,  expecting  that  our  welfare  will  be  promoted 
by  sending  a very  trusty  servant,  if  the  prospect  affords  any  encourage- 
' ment,  whose  conduct  if  satisfactory  to  us  shall  not  fail  of  being  suit- 
lably  rewarded.^ 

Court  of  DirectorsMetter  dated  13th  March  1713,  paras  16-48  : 
t Having  good  reason  to  think  the  French  will  be  very  bare  of 
[money  this  season  in  the  several  parts  of  India,  our  Chief  and  Council 
: of  Tellicherry  may  thereby  secure  a larger  proportion  of  pepj)er  for  us 
I in  the  country  round  about  them.  We  observe  with  satisfaction  that 
1 previous  to  the  receipt  of  our  orders  upon  that  head  last  season,  a couple  of 
( Covenant  servants  were  sent  to  Onor,  who  having  purchased  some  pepper 
in  those  parts,  we  hope  a further  23rogress  has  been  made  on  their  growing 
I more  conversant  with  the  customs  and  manners  of  the  people.  As  Onor 
dias  not  been  visited  for  many  years  by  any  of  our  servants  upon  our 
I account  some  difficulties  might  probably  at  first  occur.  But  by  a 
sresidence  managed  with  prudence,  the  difficulties  would  daily  lessen,  and 
(hearty  vigorous  measures  being  exerted  we  doubt  not  they  were  crowned 
(with  success  by  increasing  the  quantity  next  season.  As  pepper  answers 
f very  well,  you  must  have  recourse  to  other  parts  of  the  coast  for  securing 
ffill  the  pepper  possible  at  reasonable  prices,  you  having  a flowing  cash 
to  command  the  market." 

Court  of  Directors^  letter  dated  30th  March  1744,  para  54  : 
\We  take  due  notice  of  our  Chief  and  GounciFs  good  services  at 
jiAnjengo  in  sending  us  1300  khandis  of  pepper  and  upwards  the  last 
^season,  being  a much  larger  quantity  than  usual.  We  persuade  our- 
iselves  that  Mr.  Bourchier  and  the  new  Council  will  tread  in  the  same 
isteps  by  making  considerable  investments  for  us  in  this  important 
tirticle.'*^ 

I Court  of  Directors^  letter  dated  10  th  January  1745,  para  11  : We 
[should  not  have  you  purchase  for  us  more  than  2000  khandis  of 
pepper  unless  to  be  had  at  Bs.  70  a khandi  at  which  price  go  on 
purchasing  what  you  can."^ 

) Court  of  Directors'’  letter  dated  7th  May  1746,  para  25,  directs  to 
(procure  all  the  pepper  possible  if  at  Rs.  70  the  khandid 
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Court 'o£  Directors^  letter  elated  7th  May  1746:  The  best  means 
we  apprehend  to  prevent  the  detention  of  shipping  and  to  lower  the 
present  extravagant  price  of  pepper^  will  be  to  have  on  all  times  a 
considerable  stock  on  hand.  We  therefore  earnestly  recommend  it  to 
you  to  take  every  opportunity  of  purchasing  or  causing  to  be  purchased 
such  quantities  wherever  it  can  be  had_,  so  as  that  you  may  always 
have  at  Bombay  and  at  the  several  settlements  a stock  of  at  least 
twelve  hundred  tons  by  you  after  the  despatch  of  the  ships ; and  we 
think  the  principal  magazine  should  be  at  Bombay.  We  shall  leave  it 
to  your  discretion  to  purchase  more  or  less^  according  to  the  prices 
pe])per  shall  be  at.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  5th  February  1748:  Though  at 
present  none  of  our  latter  shipping  are  arrived,  considering  how 
aece2:)table  it  may  be  were  we  able  to  despatch  a ship  directly  from 
hence  to  England,  and  as  the  194  tons  of  pe2)per  lately  received  from 
Tellicherry  is  not  sufficient  also  seeing  that  Captain  Francis  Walmsley 
of  ship  Augusta  belonging  to  Bengal  is  willing  in  behalf  of  his  owners 
to  let  her  out  to  the  Honourable  Company  for  a voyage  to  Tellicherry 
and  back  again  to  this  port  at  the  very  reasonable  rate  of  Bs.  7000 
for  1000  Tellicherry  Jehandis  of  pepper,  it  is  agreed  that  the  same 
be  accepted ; and  that  an  obligation  be  accordingly  drawn  out  to  he 
signed  by  the  said  captain  on  the  one  part  and  the  Secretary  on  the 
other  in  behalf  of  the  Honourable  Company.^ 

Court  of  Directors-’  letter  dated  7th  March  1749  paragraph  45: 
"We  find  that  our  servants  at  Anjengo  made  no  contract  for  pejq^er  in 
the  year  1748,  occasioned,  as  they  allege,  by  the  villainy  and  ingratitude 
of  the  king  of  Travancor,  and  his  delivering  the  Dutch  a large  quan- 
tity at  the  extravagant  inice  of  Bs.  86  the  khandi.  As  further  by 
the  last  advices  our  affairs  there  appear  to  be  in  a precarious  situation, 
}'Ou  are  seriously  to  consider  of  the  state  of  that  settlement,  and  from 
time  to  time  give  such  orders  and  instructions  to  the  Chief  and  Council 
as  you  shall  judge  the  nature  and  circumstances  may  require.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter  dated  6th  March  1750  paragraphs  56 
and  57  : How  the  French  and  Dutch  find  their  account  in  giving  such 
extravagant  prices  for  pepper  we  cannot  conceive,  and  as  it  is  reason- 
able to  believe  they  will,  before  this  reaches  you,  have  seen  their  error, 
our  servants  at  the  subordinate  factories  will  not,  we  hope,  find  it  very 
difficult  to  get  as  much  as  will  be  wanted  at  moderate  prices.  If  pepper 
cannot  be  had  at  Anjengo  but  by  supplying  the  King  with  warlike 
stores,  we  must  under  our  present  circumstances  submit  to  those  terms.  ■ 
But  our  servants  at  that  settlement  must  be  directed  to  prevent  its 
growing  into  a custom,  and  take  the  very  first  convenient  opportunity 
of  discontinuing  the  practice.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  29th  May  1750:  As  pepper  is  at 
such  an  exorbitant  price  as  Bs.  140  the  khandi  and  so  small  a quantity 
as  only  about  50  khandis  is  to  be  procured,  the  Chief  and  factors  at 


^ Comp,  of  standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-  1721,  102.  2 Diary  21  of  1748,  40. 
^ l‘ul).  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  3 of  1742-1751,  196. 

•^'Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  3 of  1742-1751,  257. 
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Tellicherry  acted  very  right  in  not  contracting  for  it.  But  they  must 
be  directed  to  make  the  earliest  inquiry  wliat  quantity  of  this  article 
may  be  procurable  to  the  southward  the  ensuing  season,  where  we 
hope  it  may  be  purchased  at  a much  more  moderate  rate,  as  at  the 
abovementioned  price  it  cannot  answer  at  any  market  in  India,  nor  we 
believe  in  Europe,  except  on  such  emergency  as  the  despatch  of  a ship 
rather  than  bear  the  expense  of  her  abi'oad,  which  it  may  be  supposed 
was  the  case  of  tlie  French  the  past  season.  As  the  Cliief  and  factors 
have  the  Flonourable  CompanyN  orders  for  their  guidance  in  purchas- 
ing pepper,  no  farther  directions  are  necessary  to  be  given  them  on 
this  head.  Kesolved  also  that  we  in  due  time  send  a proper  person  to 
Karwar,  Onor,  and  other  Malabar  ports  to  make  inquiry  if  any  and  what 
• quantity  of  pepper  may  be  procurable  at  those  places  the  next  season.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  13th  April  1752  : AYe  are  sorry 
to  observe  that  according  to  the  advices  of  the  Chief  and  factors  at 
Tellicherry  there  is  not  any  probability  of  accommodating  their 
troubles  by  pacific  measures,  and  that  they  depend  upon  our  sending 
them  at  least  500  men  before  the  rains.  Upon  looking  over  the  state 
of  our  military  and  sepoys  on  this  island  of  Bombay,  we  find  that 
we  cannot  possibly  send  more  than  70  soldiers  and  130  sepoys  without 
depriving  ourselves  of  the  means  of  safety  and  defence,  or  making  the 
Island  a temptation  to  any  one  that  should  be  inclined  to  invade  it. 
Though  there  is  no^  apparent  present  danger,  we  know  the  nature 
of  these  people  too  well  to  throw  such  a temptation  in  their  way,  as  no 
articles  nor  obligations  are  binding  with  them  when  an  appearance  of 
. gain  offers  itself.  It  is  therefore  resolved  that  that  number  proceed  on 
the  Prince  George,  and  that  we  likewise  ship  on  board  two  lakhs  of  rupees 
which,  including  their  balance  of  1,59,000,  we  judge  will  be  sufficient 
for  defraying  their  expenses  and  advancing  on  account  of  pepper." 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  24th  June  1755:  Letter  from 
Captain  Jacques  De  Funck  representing  that  1^  sent  home  all  his  fair 
draughts  of  Dharmapatan  ovlUiq  Prince  Henry',  and  has  ever  since 
been  employed  on  a survey  of  Bombay  and  its  fortifications,  which  is 
near  finished  but  shall  immediately  set  about  a fair  plan  of  Darmapa- 
tau,  though  he  cannot  lay  it  before  us  in  less  than  a month  or  six 
weeks.  Directed  that  he  attend  with  the  foul  one  at  our  next  meeting 
to  prevent  so^  great  a loss  of  time,  and  as  we  imagine,  that  will 
sufficiently  describe  it.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter  dated  23rd  November  1759,  paragraph 
22,  directs  that  in  future  no  ships  be  sent  to  be  filled  with  pepper 
at  the  west  coast  as  the  Court  intend  sending  all  surplus  pepper  from 
Malabar  to  China.^ 

Court  of  Directors'’  letter  dated  22nd  March  1765  paragraph  173  : 
As  the  pepper  for  some  years  past  has  been  sent  from  the  west  coast 
of  Sumatra  to  China3  and  our  only  depen  dance  has  been  upon  you  for 
providing  this  article,  we  are  sorry  to  observe  you  have  failed  in  send- 
ing such  a supply  as  this  market  annually  requires  and  in  particular 

^ Pub.  Diary  23  of  1750,  185.  " Pub.  Diary  25  of  1752,  127  - 128. 

^ Pub.  Diary  28  of  1755,  248. 

^ Comp,  of  .8taiidiDg  Ord.  Vol.  3 of  1759  - 1788,  1.  Pub.  Dcp.  Court’s  L,  Vol.  5 o£ 
1757-  1701,  224. 


Chapter  II- 
Trade* 

Pep  per, 
175.0, 


Aid  to 
Tellicherry,, 

175-2. 


1755*. 


1759,. 


1705. 


Chapter  II. 

Trade. 

Pepper, 

1765. 


1766. 


1768. 


1769, 


1770. 


1776. 


[Historical 

108  BOMBAY  TOWN 

the  Speaker,  the  only  ship  which  arrived  from  your  side  of  India  this 
season,  brought  us  but  308  tons,  a quantity  greatly  inadequte  to  the 
demand  here  and  what  we  had  reasons  to  expect.  Notwithstanding 
therefore  anything  mentioned  in  this  letter  with  respect  to  the  dis- 
position of  our  ships,  you  are  hereby  positively  directed  to  exert  your 
utmost  endeavours  to  send  us  annually  600  tons  of  pepper  at  the  least, 
divided  equally  upon  two  ships  and  as  much  more  as  the  said  two 
ships  can  take  in  consistently  with  the  rest  of  their  cargoes.^ 

Court  of  Directors'’  letter  dated  12th  September  1766  paragraph 
10  : As  pepper  is  in  great  demand  at  this  market,  you  are  to  provide  as 
large  a quantity  as  will  be  sufficient  for  the  several  ships  to  be  despatch- 
ed from  your  side  of  India,  and  that  is  to  be  done  even  by  giving  every 
ship  as  large  a surplus  tonnage  at  the  low  freight  as  can  be  conve- 
niently taken  in.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter  dated  18th  March  1768  paragraph  7 5 : 
It  is  with  much  concern  we  observe  that  the  conquests  made  by  Haidar 
Ali  Khan  on  the  Malabar  Coast,  seem  to  have  prejudiced  our  investment 
of  pepper  in  a very  remarkable  manner.  For  though  before  his  depar- 
ture to  "the  Kama'tak  he  seemed  to  keep  up  an  outward  appearance  of 
friendship,  yet  since  his  arrival  there,  circumstances  must  have  been 
greatly  changed  which  we  at  present  are  not  acquainted  with.  Upon 
the  whole  we  can  only  recommend  to  you  to  use  your  best  endeavours 
to  procure  as  much  pepper  as  you  can.  We  depend  ujoon  our  President 
and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George  for  giving  you  the  proper  information 
of  what  passes  there  with  regard  to  Haidar  Khan  which  will  be  some 
direction  for  your  proceedings.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter  dated  31st  March  1769  paragraph  36  : 
As  the  greatest  part  of  Malabar  Coast,  from  whence  the  largest  propor- 
tion of  our  j)epper  investment  is  collected,  is  in  one  continued  scene  of 
trouble,  we  positively  enjoin  that  you  exert  yourselves  to  the  utmost  in 
procuring  as  large  a quantity  of  this  article  at  Anjengo  as  possible, 
especially  as  it  still  continues  much  in  demand  and  yields  a ^ood 
profit.^ 

Court  of  Directors'  letter  dated  6th  April  1770  paragraph  24: 
The  dissolution  of  the  French  East  Indian  Company  will,  we  hope,  lessen 
the  number  and  importance  of  your  competitors  for  pepper.  Wq  there- 
fore desire  you  will  afford  strict  attention  to  reduce  the  price  and  keep 
it  as  low  as  possible.  We  are  pleased  to  find  by  letter  from  Anjengo 
that  pepper  comes  in  fast  and  that  the  king  of  Travaneor  has  consider- 
ably exceeded  the  quantity  for  which  he  had  contracted.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  23rd  January  1776  : Copies  of 
the  committee's  report  at  Fort  Marlboro  (in  Sumatra)  of  the  state  of 
the  pepper  plantations  must  be  transmitted  to  the  settlements  at  Onor 
Telljcherry  and  Anjengo  with  directions  to  the  gentlemen  at  these  places 
to  give  us  the  best  accounts  they  can  obtain  of  the  cultivation  of  pepper 


^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759  - 1788,  111.  Pub,  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  7 of 

J^?8,  57  - 58.  2 Court’s  L.  Vol.  7 of  1765  - 1768,  191. 

3 Pub.  Dep,  Court  s L.  Vol.  7 of  1765  - 1768,  326. 

Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  8 of  1769-  1771,  30. 
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on  the  Malabar  Coast,  when  we  will  comply  with  the  Honourable 
Company's  commands  on  this  head  as  far  as  we  can  by  giving  the 
gentlemen  at  Fort  Marlboro  such  information  as  we  may  procure  and  onr 
own  knowledge  can  snggestd 

ConrFs  letter  to  Surat,  28th  August  1682  : For  rubies  sapphires 
and  other  precious  stones  we  shall  allow  you  the  same  commission  as  for 
diamonds,  to  be  shared  two-thirds  for  our  President  and  one-third  of  the 
said  commission  for  our  second  upon  the  place  at  Surat.  You  must 
send  us  no  emeralds  except  they  be  very  large  and  fine.  Small  emeralds 
are  a commodity  rather  to  be  sent  into  India  than  to  be  brought  from 
thence.^ 

Court  of  DireetorsMetter,  4th  November  1719  paragraph  11:  The 
manifest  of  diamonds  to  be  sent  in  a distinct  list  from  that  of  the  private 
trade,  and  must  show  the  value  of  each  bulce.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter,  25th  March  1724,  j)aragraph  76  : As 
effects  are  sometimes  sent  out  from  hence  to  3mur  side  to  purchase 
diamonds,  we  think  fit  to  advise  jmu  that  we  have  written  to  Fort 
St.  George  this  season  to  prevent  in  future  the  crafty  management  of 
the  traders  therein  and  their  correspondents,  which  we  have  for  some 
time  suspected  but  of  late  more  fully  discovered.  So  far  as  the  same 
orders  happen  to  be  necessary  for  your  notice  Ave  require  you  to  put 
them  in  execution.  We  found  that  several  who  sent  out  money  or 
coral  for  the  purchase  of  diamonds,  have  instead  thereof  applied  the 
same  effects  to  trade  in  the  country,  and  others,  when  the  diamonds 
were  scarce  or  dear,  paid  the  silver  into  our  cash  and  remitted  it  Home 
by  bill  on  us.  By  this  arrangement  they  made  a voyage  at  our 
cost  without  any  risk  except  of  the  bullion  outwards ) because  their 
silver  being  sold  for  pagodas,  and  those  pagodas  being*  paid  into 
our  cash  did  not  stand  them  in  more  than  seven  shillings  and  three 
pence  to  seven  shillings  and  five  pence  each,  and  we  paid  for  them  by 
the  bills  drawn  at  nine  shillings.  That  Ave  might  cut  off  both  these 
branches  of  mischief  Ave  ha  ire  altered  the  former  draughts  of  the  bond. 
By  the  copies  noAV  sent  you  Avill  see  we  have,  Ave  hope,  pretty  Avell 
guarded  against  any  neAv  attempts  of  the  like  kind  by  making  it  a 
part  of  the  condition  that  the  diamonds  to  be  purchased  with  silver  sent 
out  shall  be  laden  on  our  shij^ping  within  eighteen  months  after  its 
arrival,  and  in  the  interim  the  silver  shall  be  employed  in  trade  or 
at  interest.  If  coral  or  coral  beads  be  sent  out,  the  diamonds  to  be 
purchased  with  their  produce  shall  be  laden  within  twelve  months  after 
their  sale.  Do  you  cause  enquiry  often  to  be  made  and  let  us  know. 
In  future  Ave  expect  our  President  to  take  care  to  see  these  and  the 
other  conditions  of  these  neAv  bonds  duly  and  fully  complied  Avith. 
We  have  told  our  President  of  Fort  St.  George  that  Ave  could  not 
forbear  complaining  of  his  ill  returns  for  our  kindness  in  securing  to 
him  two  and  a half  per  cent  commission  on  all  consignments,  in 
that  he  has  not  vouchsafed  to  send  us  yearly  accounts  of  what  part  of 
each  Avere  returned  us,  by  Avhat  ships,  on  whose  account,  and  on 
what  consignments,  although  our  general  orders  were  positive  for 
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^ Pub.  Diary  69  of  1776,  23.  ^ Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Yol.  1 of  1681  - 1685,  24, 
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senclmg  the  same,  and  that  we  expected  there  would  be  no  failures 
of  this  kind  in  any  of  our  Presidents,  if  they  exj)ect  we  shall  secure 
them  their  commissions.  "We  told  him  we  had  yearly  lists  of  diamonds 
sent,  by  whom,  and  for  whom,  but  these  do  not  show  whose  effects 
produced  them,  or  when  sent  out,  and  whether  they  are  the  full  returns, 
or  what  part  of  the  consignment,  and  when  sent  out.  lYhereas  we 
should  know  both  and  not  take  them  only  from  the  proprietors.  How 
else  can  we  with  certainty  know  how  to  deliver  up  the  bonds  to  be 
cancelled  when  demanded  and  because  alleged  to  be  fully  complied 
with.^ 


Bombay  Government  Diary,  27  th  November  1721:  Manifest  of 
diamonds  laden  on  board  the  Duhe  of  Cambridge ^ Captain  Matthew 
Bookey,  for  Great  Britain,^  namely  : 


Laden  l)y  : 

1.  Honourable  W.  Phipps,  Esquire,  one  bulce  of  dia- 
monds valued  at  Rs.  209-2-67  to  be.  delivered  by  the. 
Honourable  Court  of  Directors  to  Alvero  Mendez  of 
London  or  his  assign,  being  marked  and  numbered 
ns  per  margin 

2.  Honourable  W.  Phipps  1 bulce  of  diamonds  to  be 
delivered  by  the  Court  of  Directors  to  Captain  T. 
Boone  of  London  or  his  assign,  value  Rs.  766-0-5G, 
being-  marked  and  numbered  as  per  margin 

3.  Honourable  Phipps,  Esquire,  two  bulces  of  dia- 
monds, being  in  part  of  1(J,000  ounces  of  silver  con- 
signed to  him  per  ships  the  Morrie  and  Gad.-  ...  to 
be  delivered  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors  and 
by  them  to  Mr.  Isaac  Franks,  mercliant  in  London,  or 
his  assigns,  value  Rs.  4362-2-29,  being  marked  and 
numbered  as  per  margin 

4.  John  Hope,  Esquire,  1 bulce  of  diamonds  valued  at 
Rs.  16,000,  to  be  delivered  by  the  Honourable  Court  of 
Directors  to  the  executors  of  Captain  Daniel  Small, 
deceased,  being  marked  and  numbered  as  per  margin 


Rs.  qrs.  rs- 
209  2 67 

766  0 5.6- 


4362  2 2^ 

16,000  0 0 


Total  ...  21, .338  I 52' 


AL/C.— The  marginal  marks  and  numhers  arc  not  available,  the  record  ))eing  in  places  torn. 

Court  of  Directors^  letter,  11th  March  1736,  para  148:  For 
the  encouragement  of  the  diamond  trade,  we  have  agreed  to  allow 
bounty  of  two  and  a half  per  cent  upon  the  gross  sale  at  the  candle 
of  all  registered  diamonds  brought  home  on  onr  ships,  which  we  think 
proper  to  acquaint  you  withal,  as  some  coral  is  consigned  for  tlie 
purchase  of  them  on  your  side  of  India,  and  as  formerly  few  ships  came 
without  a register  of  them,  which  of  late  has  been  otherwise.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter,  12th  March  1766,  para  135  : 4Ye 
absolutely  direct  that  in  future  yon  are  to  give  no-tice  in  the  most 
public  manner  before  the  despatch  or  departure  for  Europe  of  any  sliip 
or  vessel  belonging  to  His  Majesty  or  in  the  service  of  the  Com- 
pany, that  every  person  or  persons  who  intends  to  send  any  diamonds 
gems  or  precious  stones  by  such  conveyances,  do  regularly  and  truly 
register  them  with  yon ; which  register  is  to  be  transmitted  to  ns  by 


^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-1721,  120-  111 
2 Pul).  Diary  2 of  1724,  151-152. 

5 (Joiiip.  of  Standing  Qrd.  Yol,  1 of  1715-  1721,  72. 
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such  ship  vessel  or  man-of-war  together  with  the  necessary  advices  in 
your  general  letter  relating  thereto.  We  do  hereby  declare  it  to 
you  as  our  firm  resolution  and  do  accordingdy  positively  direct  that  if 
any  of  our  servants  of  what  rank  or  station  soever  shall  after  the 
receipt  hereof  be  guilty  of  a disobedience  of  these  orders^  they  be 
immediately  dismissed  the  service  and  sent  to  England  by  the  first 
conveyance  that  offers.  And  if  free  merchants  or  any  other  person  or 
persons  whatsoever  residing  under  the  Company's  protection^  shall  be 
guilty  of  a breach  of  theng  such  protection  is  immediately  to  be  with- 
drawn and  such  person  or  persons  are  in  like  manner  to  be  sent  to 
England  by  the  first  conveyance ; and  if  any  of  the  black  merchants 
or  natives  shall  be  guilty  of  a breach  of  those  orders^  the  Company's 
protection  is  likewise  to  be  withdrawn  from  them  and  they  be  immediately 
sent  out  of  the  Company's  bounds.  We  declare  these  to  be  standing 
orders  and  you  are  not  only  to  enter  them  in  the  books  kept  for  that 
purpose^  but  you  are  likewise  to  make  them  known  in  as  effectual  a 
manner  as  possible  by  fixing  them  up  at  the  usual  public  and  other 
proper  places,  and  giving  such  other  informations  that  no  person  in 
any  part  of  your  presidency  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  plead  ignorance 
of  themd 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  10th  November  1772  : The  advices 
from  the  factors  at  Seindy  received  since  our  last  letter  to  them,  are 
now  read  and  the  following  directions  are  given.  The  diamonds  and 
pearl  wdiich  were  pledged  to  the  late  Eesident  by  Mirza  Mendy  for 
woollen  delivered  him,  must  be  sent  hither  on  the  Speaker j as  we  find 
they  cannot  procure  the  amount  in  money  from  him.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  18th  June  1773:  The  President 
acquaints  the  Board  that  some  time  ago  he  sent  to  Mr.  Mostyn  the 
Eesident  at  Poona  the  diamond  received  by  the  Sjjeaker  from  Seindy, 
in  order  to  try  what  might  be  offered  for  it  at  that  place  where  it  was 
more  likely  to  sell  to  advantage  than  at  Bombay.  Mr.  Mostyn  has 
lately  informed  the  President  that  after  several  lower  offers  had  been 
made,  he  has  at  last  been  offered  Es.  350  the  ratti,  which  is  the  most  that 
will  be  given  and  will  amount  to  upwards  of  Es.  8000  for  the  diamond. 
He  requests  the  Board^s  opinion  whether  it  should  be  sold  at  that 
price.  Upon  this  the  letter  from  Seindy  of  the  17th  December  last 
(1772)  is  referred  to,  by  wdiich  the  Board  find  that  this  offer  is  nearly 
the  same  as  the  value  put  upon  it  at  that  place.  It  is  therefore  agreed 
that  the  offer  be  accepted  and  the  President  is  desired  to  write  to  the 
Eesident  at  Poona  accordingly.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  18th  September  1711  : Not- 
withstanding the  apprehensions  the  Chief  and  factors  at  Surat  are 
under  of  putchock  being  at  so  high  a rate  as  Es.  20  the  man  yet  as 
we  conceive  it  will  be  required  for  the  China  market  and  generally 
yields  from  35  to  40  tale  the  peeul,  we  think  it  best  to  repeat  our 
directions  for  procuring  the  quantity  specified.^ 


1 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759  - 1788,  226-227.  Pub.  Dep.  CourCs  L.  Vol.  7 

of  1765-  1768,  151  - 152.  2 Diary  62  of  1772,  1051  - 1052. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  8tli  June  1773,  Pub.  Diary  63  of  1773,  439. 

Pub.  Diary  14  of  1740-41,  356. 
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Court  of  Directors^  letters,  13tli  March  1743  and  30th  March  1744, 
para  21 : Had  a voyage  been  set  on  foot  to  China  by  our  servants, 
we  should  cheerfully  have  acq[uiesced  in  appropriating  thereto  the 
sandal  wood,  putchock,  myrrh,  and  olibanum  purchased  upon  our 
account  for  the  Barrington  they  reimbursing  us  the  cost  in  such  man- 
ner that  we  should  be  no  losers.  This  we  mention  for  your  guidance 
and  encouragement  on  any  the  like  case  in  future.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter,  13th  March  1743,  para  55  : When  any 
refined  saltpetre  is  sent  us,  the  bags  must  be  marked  with  an  B to 
distinguish  them  from  the  common  sort.^ 

Court  of  HirecWletter,  12th  March  1766,  para  46:  Y^ou  must 
order  our  servants  at  Tellicherry  to  provide  annually  at  the  proper 
seasons  three  hundred  Ji'liandis  of  sandal  wood  for  the  China  market. 
If  at  any  time  it  happens  that  we  should  not  have  occasion  for  it,  it 
may  always  be  sold  on  the  spot  to  advantage.^ 

Court  of  Direetors'  letter,  12th  March  1730,  para  42:  This 
paragraph  recommends  the  sending  for  raw  silk  from  Bengal  for  the 
Bombay  weavers.* 

Court  of  Directors'  letter,  ISth  March,  1768,  para  46  : The 
information  you  have  sent  us  about  the  Ghilan  silk  as  well  as  the  silk 
received  from  Bushire  makes  us  despair  of  ever  having  any.  "VYe 
shall  not  permit  any  cloth  or  money  to  be  sent  to  Basht  or  any  other 
place  in  the  interior  parts  of  Persia  so  long  as  the  country  continues  in 
the  unsettled  state  it  is  at  present.  In  short,  if  raw  silk  is  not  to  be 
obtained  on  or  about  the  terms  we  ordered,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  drop 
that  pkn.  But  as  the  importance  of  this  article  and  the  vend  of  our 
woollens  in  that  country  would  be  a very  desirable  branch  of  trade  to 
the  nation  as  well  as  to  the  Company,  we  permit  you  to  increase  your 
price  for  the  silk  and  to  give  as  far  as  Bs.  80  per  man.  This  alteration 
we  will  submit  to  and  hope  it  will  have  the  desired  effect. 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  6th  August  1731  : In  their 
letters  the  Chief  and  factors  at  Surat  promise  to  use  their  utmost  endea- 
vours in  providing  the  quantity  of  goods  indented  for  in  the  list  of 
investment  received  by  the  Ockham.  At  the  same  time  they  observe  to 
us  that  through  the  present  troubles  in  the  Surat  government,  the  high 
price  of  cotton  and  the  great  dearth  and  scarcity  of  all  sorts  of  provisions 
which  has  occasioned  a great  number  of  weavers  to  remove  to  other 
parts,  it  will  be  not  only  impossible  to  complete  the  whole  investment, 
but  that  every  species  of  goods  will  be  considerably  dearer  than  what 
was  provided  last  season.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  8th  September  1731:  Beceiyed 
a letter  from  the  Chief  and  factors  at  Surat  assuring  us  that  all  possible 


1 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-1721,  46.  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  3 of 
1742-  1751  33  79 

2 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  111.  Pub.  Dcp.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  3 

of  1742-  1751,  39.  ^ o T 1 ^ 

^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759-1788,  111.  Pub.  Dep.  Court  s L.  \ ql.  / o 

1765- 1768,  124.  ^ Comp,  of  Standiug  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-1721,  9o,  ^ 

5 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759-1788,  112.  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  i ot 

1766- 1768,  313-314.  Pub.  Diary  4 of  1731,  82-83. 
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care  was  taken  to  complete  the  present  investment^  that  they  had  in 
town  and  at  Rnnael  (Rander)  above  1200  weavers  at  work  and  were  in 
hopes  to  increase  them  soon  to  2000  which  would  in  all  likelihood 
complete  the  quantity  o£  goods  ordered.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation^  loth  March  1733  ; Directed 
that  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  our  Honourable  Masters  mentioned 
in  para  29,  our  gentlemen  at  Surat  provide  2000  small  lemmanies 
and  1000  large  of  good  substantial  silk  as  part  of  the  tonnage  of  onr 
returning  ships,  and  to  advise  us  at  what  price  they  can  now  be 
procured.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  2nd  April,  1733:  O'he  reasons 
which  in  their  letter  of  2dth  March  1733,  the  Surat  Chief  and  factors 
give  for  so  considerable  an  advance  of  the  price  in  connection  with  the 
investment  to  be  provided  for  England,  is  the  dearness  of  indigo, 
the  want  of  weavers  and  other  artificers  that  formerly  were  employed 
in  those  fabrics,  of  whom  great  numbers  have  been  swept  away  by  the 
late  sickness  and  famine  that  happened  in  Surat  and  the  places  adjacent. 
Taking  into  consideration  the  above  and  paragraph  23  of  our  Honour- 
able Masters'’  commands  last  received  by  the  ship  Mary^  in  which  they 
tell  us  that  135.  for  a chelloe,  8s.  4d.  for  a tapseil,  and  10s.  7d.  for  a 
neganepaut  is  what  they  cannot  afford  ; and  in  a former  letter  we  have 
been  told  that  chintz  naffermany  that  cost  Rs.  80  the  corge,  such  as  was 
: sent  by  the  Prince  William,  did  not  answer  and  therefore  we  must 
send  none  of  that  sort;  also  that  chintz  pondbegaji  at  Rs.  110  the  corge 
would  not  do,  and  whereas  the  two  last  species  of  chintz  will  this  year  cost 
much  more  than  those  sent  home  by  the  Prince  Williani  sjid  Leth  ieidlier 
we  think  we  can  by  no  means  answer  to  the  Surat  letter  indenting  for 
[ any.  At  the  same  time  we  may  reasonably  expect  two  ships  more  from 
] England  in  August  or  September  next  which  with  the  M ary  already  here 
^ will  be  three.  "\¥e  shall  therefore  have  to  provide  return  cargoes  for 
' such  a quantity  of  tonnage  as  we  cannot  possibly  complete  without  a 
i;  considerable  number  of  coloured  goods  from  Surat.  It  is  agreed  that  we 
I direct  our  gentlemen  at  Surat  to  comply  with  our  former  order  of 
completing  the  list  of  investment  sent  them  except  the  white  calicoes, 

I chintz,  naffermony,  pondbegaji,  and  neganepauts.  If  they  find  a 
1 difficulty  in  providing  the  full  quantity  of  the  other  species,  let  the 
' deficiency  be  in  tapseils  small  rather  than  any  other. ^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  11th  September  1735  : Received 
, a letter  from  the  g^entlemen  at  Surat  owning  the  receipt  of  ours  of  the 
17th  ultimo  and  advising  that  the  brokers  had  undertaken  the  provision 
of  two  thousand  pieces  of  chintz  pondbegaji  on  the  terms  we  had 
' limited  of  Rs.  102  the  corge  for  those  of  18  vees  and  Rs.  85  for  those  of 
16  vees  and  that  our  directions  concerning  the  said  goods  should  be 
complied  with.^ 

The  investments  are  usually  begun  in  April  or  May  and  the  whole 
investment  should  bo  completed  in  one  month  from  that  time.^ 


1 Pub.  Diary  4 of  1731,  113.  2 p^b.  Diary  5 of  1732-33,  66. 

3 Pub.  Diary  5 of  1732-33,  95-96.  4 Dj^ry  8 of  1734-35,  194. 

® Surat  Cliief  and  Factors’  Letter  of  T2tli  Dec.  1735  to  Bombay  Government  referred 
to  in  Bom.  Gov.  Diary  12tb  Dec.  1735,  Pub.  Diary  8 of  1734-35,  282. 
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Bombay  Government  Consultation,  18th  May  1735:  MYote  a 
letter  to  Surat,  directing  the  gentlemen  there  to  let  us  know  on  what 
terms  any  merchants  would  undertake  to  provide  the  By  rampants, 
Lemmanies,  and  Guinea  stuffs  last  indented  for  from  England  which  may 
be  procured  about  Cambay.  Wrote  also  to  Mr.  Bidwell  at  Cambay  to 
inform  himself  at  what  rate  any  merchant  there  would  contract  for  the 
above  goods  and  to  send  down  their  proposals  with  musters  of  the 
goods.  We  also  directed  him  to  provide  and  send  us  twenty  bales  of 
tannahs  that  we  may  set  our  weavers  to  work  on  the  Bombay  stuffs.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  4th  April  1737:  The  President 
lays  before  the  Board  a list  of  the  prices  at  which  Manekji  Navroji  had 
offered  to  provide  the  ensuing  investment.  W e observe  these  prices  differ 
little  from  those  paid  in  1734,"  namely  : 

Prices  of  Indian  Fabrics,  17 S4- 1737. 


Rupees 
the  Gorge. 

Rupees 
the  Gorge. 

Byrampauts 

80 

90 

Calendered  ...  

... 

82 

92 

CheUoes  Blue,  11  vees 

90 

90 

Do.  do.  9 vees 

... 

80 

SO 

Do.  Red,  11  vees 

• • » 

104 

108 

Niccannees,  large 

Do.  small  

68 

69 

• • . 

60 

52 

Tapseils,  large 

75 

75 

Do.  small  

52 

None, 

43 

Chintz,  Caddy  (Khddi) 

Do.  dodhgaji  

45 

• •• 

• • • 

59 

63 

Do.  Naffermany 

... 

103 

103 

Do.  pondbegaji  18  vees 

• •• 

109 

118 

Do.  do.  16  vees 

• •• 

93 

None. 

Guinea  Stuffs,  blue 

14 

Do.  red 

... 

... 

15^ 

• t* 

Bombay  Government  letter  to  Surat,  13th  August  1724:  Pursuant.  - 
to  what  we  wrote  you  under  the  1st  instant  (August  1724),  the  Bombay  , 
and  Fort  St.  George  galleys  j)roceed  now  to  lie  at  the  Bar  in  order-; 
to  give  a countenance  to  our  affairs.  On  them  we  have  laden  167  chests?  I 
10  ps.  of  tin  for  your  market.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter,  27th  March  1713,  para  41  : Do  nott  j 
forget  our  standing  direction  to  Persia  to  send  yearly  all  the  redlj^ 
Carmania  wool  they  can  get.  Do  you  write  them  pressing  orders  to  this:5ii 
purpose  and  quicken  their  memories  by  often  reminding  them  of  it ; ;|»i 
and  whenever  you  find  them  deficient  as  to  quantities  reprimand  them.^ ' 

Court  of  Directors^  letter,  12th  March  1730,  para  28  : We  areaj 
concerned  to  find  by  your  31st  parag'raph  per  Prince  Frederick  thatt!^ 
the  inhabitants  of  Carmania  have  found  out  a way  to  manufaetureai 
the  wool  of  that  country  in  calamancoes  and  serges,  as  it  may  be  anitJ 
introduction  to  their  supplying  themselves  with  woollen  goods  independ"?j 
ent  of  Europe.  We  therefore  enjoin  you  by  all  means  possible  to  dis-.] 
courage  the  same  and  direct  you  to  send  us  patterns  of  each  sort  witlilji 
their  prices.  W^e  are  glad  at  the  same  time  to  see  that  it  is  your  opiniorij  J 
that  these  stuffs  being  made  of  a much  finer  sort  of  wool  than  thaf(u 


1 Pub.  Diary  8 of  1734-35,  137. 

^ Surat  Fact,  Diary  61 2 of  1 723,  25. 

^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-1721,  87. 


2 Pub.  Diary  10  of  1736-37,  84. 
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brought  by  Europeans,  we  can  no  way  be  affected  in  the  quantity  that 
we  may  want  to  purchase.^ 

Court  o£  Directors"  letter,  7th  March  1733,  para  32,  directs  that 
the  investment  of  Carmania  wool  be  as  considerable  as  possible  upon 
the  cheapest  terms  that  the  different  circumstances  will  admit. ^ 

Court  of  Directors’  letter,  15th  March  1734,  para  32,  is  a repetition 
of  orders  for  purchasing  wool  at  Carmania  on  the  cheapest  terms 
possible.^ 

Court  of  Directors"  letter,  11th  March  1735,  para  50,  approves  of 
the  agreement  made  with  the  Dutch  for  buying  in  concert  Carmania 
' wool,  the  price  not  to  exceed  thirty  shahees  the  man.^ 

Court  of  Directors"  letter,  2nd  July  1736,  para  33,  represents 
t Carmania  wool  to  be  a dull  commodity  and  therefore  must  not  exceed 
the  limited  price.  ^ 

Court  of  Directors"  letter,  5th  April  1754,  para  86^  earnestly  enjoins 
the  endeavouring  to  procure  all  the  Carmania  wool  possible.® 

Court  of  Directors"  letter,  18th  March  1768,  para  47  r Our 
servants  at  Bushire  were  wrong  in  deviating  from  our  orders  with 
regard  to  the  price  of  Carmania  wool,  for  which  we  find  they  have 
; given  Rs.  6 the  man  instead  of  Rs.  5,  more  especially  as  we  wrote  you 
it  was  an  article  in  very  little  demand.  They  must  therefore  in  future 
! not  exceed  Rs, 

The  following  is  a specimen  of  the  indents  sent  from  Bombay  for 
I Europe  goods  : 

i Bombay  Government  indent  of  goods  wanted  from  England,  April 
! 16th,  1741,  per  Jenny  ketch  to  be  forwarded  overland  from  Basra  : 

: Broadcloth  454  bales":  Scarlet  25  bales,  each  piece  17  yards  long, 

1 the  list  to  have  black  stripes  and  each  bale  to  contain  six  pieces. 

: Ordinary  red  200  bales,  each  piece  to  be  22  yards,  and  six  pieces  in  a 
bale,  the  list  to  be  black.  Popinjay  125  bales,  each  piece  21  to  22 
yards  long,  six  pieces  in  a bale,  and  the  list  to  be  green  and  blue, 
i Aurora  100  bales,  each  piece  to  be  21  or  22  yards  long,  the  list  blank, 
and  six  pieces  in  a bale.  Blue  2 bales,  the  length  of  each  piece  16  yards, 
j and  six  pieces  in  a bale,  the  list  to  be  white  and  blue.  Black  2 bales,  each 
r piece  16  yards,  and  six  pieces  in  a bale,  the  list  to  be  white  and  green. 
' Perpets  125  bales  : scarlet  50,  red  50,  popinjay  20,  and  yellow  5. 
Elephants"  teeth  25  tons,  three-fourths  of  which  must  be  sized,  the 
remainder  from  14  to  15  pounds  to  be  free  from  flaws  and  of  equal 
thickness.  Iron  100  tons  f whereof  to  be  flat  bars  and  i square  bars. 
Lead  160  tons.  Steel  20  tons.  Copper  30  tons  15  tons  in  round  plates 
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^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1716-1721,  96, 

2 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1716  - 1721,  96. 

^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1716  - 1721,  98. 

^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  99. 
Gombroon,  is  equal  to  one-seventh  of  a Bombay  rupee. 
6 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  VoL  1 of  1716  - 1721,  100. 
6 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1716  - 1721,  102. 

1 .1752  - 1756,  168. 

^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol,  2 of  1769  - 1788,  112, 

: 1765  - 1768,  314, 


Shahee,  an  imaginary  coin  in 
Mil.  Or.  Com.  1, 121,  131. 
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and  15  in  square  plates.  Eed  lead  20  tons  and  White  lead  6 tons.  Quick- 
silver 4 tons.  Cochineal  will  not  answer^  the  jrresent  price  is  Bs.  6 the 
pound. 

The  medium  prices  o£  the  Honourable  Company's  goods  at  last  sale 
were  : Broadcloth^  fine  whitened,  French  yellow,  ^Tsney  popinjay  fine, 
and  fine  scarlet,  at  Rs.  4 6as.  the  yard.  Red  ordinary  popinjay  coarse 
at  Es.  2 6f/s.  the.  yard.  Aurora  at  Rs.  3 6as.  the  yard.  Perpets 
scarlet  at  Es.  SO  the  piece.  Popinjay  red  and  French  yellow  at 
Es.  19  the  piece.  Lead  at  Es.  10  7 as.  the  paka  7?ian,  Steel  at  Rs.  5 
7 as.  the  Surat  man.  Medium  of  the  last  Surat  sale:  Cochineal  at 
Es.  17  the  ser.  EleiihanFs  teeth  Rs.  53  9a.*?.  the  Surat  maai. 

Iron  at  Es.  62 J the  Surat  khandi.  Copper  round  plates  will  sell  for 
about  Es.  22  the  Surat  man,  the  square  plates  at  Es.  23  the  Surat 
'man.  Red  lead  atRs.  14^  to  15  the  cwt.  ; White  lead  from  Es.  12  to 
13  the  cwt. ; Quicksilver  Rs.  110  to  115  the  Surat  man.^ 

The  two  following  extracts  give  the  orders  issued  by  the  Court  of 
Directors  regarding  freights  : 

Court  of  Directors^  letter,  2nd  April  1725,  para  79:  We  hope  due 
care  is  taken  that  all  goods  shipped  on  any  of  our  vessels  are  made  to 
pay  the  usual  freight  from  port  to  port,  let  them  belong  to  whom 
they  will,  we  would  have  nobody  excused.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter,  5th  March  1735  para  72  : As  an 
answer  to  the  paragraph  140  concerning  the  method  you  have  taken 
relating  to  freight  by  encouraging  our  servants  to  send  small  sums  or 
jiarcels  on  our  ships  to  Surat  or  the  coast  settlement  freight  free,  we 
have  no  manner  of  objection  to  such  a practice  provided  that  it  is  not 
abused,  and  due  care  is  taken  that  all  goods,  merchandise,  and 
treasure  sent  on  our  ships  or  vessels  to  Bengal,  Mokha,  Jidda,  or 
Persia  as  well  as  all  brought  from  thence  pay  the  customary  freight.^ 

The  following  extracts  show  the  restrictions  placed  on  the  import  of 
soap  into  Bombay : 

Surat  letter  to  Bombay,  8th  February,  1676  : As  to  the  soap  it  is 
already  ordered  to  be  the  Company's  commodity  and  we  would  have  you 
so  continue  it.  To  this  end  whatsoever  is  brought  in  from  abroad 
must  pay  9 per  cent  custom,  and  if  that  will  not  discourage  the 
merchants  from  bringing  it  in,  you  must  raise  the  custom  higlier  to 
12  per  cent,  till  they  be  totally  discouraged.  We  would  have  you 
study  all  just  and  prudent  means  to  improve  that  commodity  the  most 
you  can  to  the  Company's  advantage.  If  you  want  any  material 
from  hence  to  be  bought  at  the  Ijest  hand,  advise  us  thereof  and  they 
shall  be  sent  you.^ 

The  two  following  orders  relate  to  the  disposal  of  contraband  goods  : 

Court ^of  Directors’ letter,  24th  March  1710,  para  84:  All  goods, 
after  public  notice,  not  landed  at  the  wharf,  are  seizable.^ 


1 Sec.  Out.  L.B.  8.  of  1738  - 1741. 

2 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1716-  1721,  166. 

^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1716-  1721,  157  - 158. 

* Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  E.  2 of  1675-76,  70.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  1. 82. 
Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  115. 
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Court  o£  Direct orN  letter^  Stli  March  1724^  para  25_,  directs  that 
all  unlicensed  contraband  goods  from  Europe  be  seized.^ 

Next  follow  orders  as  to  the  storekeepers  responsibility : 

Court  of  Directors^  letter^  24th  March  1710^  para.  85:  Take  care 
that  whoever  look  after  the  stores^  be  charged  with  all  they  receive  in, 
and  discharged  by  only  so  much  as  they  can  prove  to  be  delivered  out 
and  be  held  accountable  for  the  remainder.^ 

The  following  extracts  show  how  the  Euroj)©  goods  imported  by  the 
Company  were  disposed  of  : 

Bombay  Government  Consul tatioiy  8th  November  1731  : This  being 
the  day  appointed  for  the  sale  of  the  Honourable  Company's  woollen 
goods,  lead  iron  and  copper  received  by  their  ships  Stretham  and  Ockham 
the  doors  are  thrown  open  and  the  merchants  are  called  in  and  the 
woollen  manufacture  is  then  put  up  at  the  following  prices  : 

1.  Aurora  cloth  at  Rs.  4 the  yard. 

2.  Coarse  reds  and  greens  at  Rs.  2 6as.  the  yard. 

3.  Scarlet  cloth  line  at  Rs.  6 the  yard. 

4.  Scarlet  perpets  at  Rs.  30  the  piece. 

5.  Scarlet  perpets  common  colours  at  Rs.  17  the  j)ieee. 

Three  per  cent  discount  to  be  allowed  on  the  sale  and  one  yard  the 
piece  on  the  cloth,  the  amount  to  be  paid  on  the  31st  October  next 
ensuing  and  the  goods  to  be  sent  to  Surat  at  the  Company's  charge 
i and  risk.  Nobody  appeared  to  advance  anything  on  the  prices 
j abovementioned,  and  Laldas,  Framji,  Bamanji,  Navroji,  Ambaidas, 
j and  Shivji  being  all  severally  asked  if  they  would  advance  anything 
on  the  prices  before  mentioned,  they  all  declined.  The  sale  of  the 
i piece  goods  was  therefore  laid  aside  and  the  lead  and  iron  are  next 
J put  up.  Two-thirds  iron  and  one-third  lead,  the  whole  to  be  divided 
j into  three  lots,  namely  two  hundred  khandis  of  iron  and  one 
■hundred  khandis  of  lead.  The  iron  at  Rs.  62  and  the  lead  at  Rs.  90 
1 the  khandi  with  an  allowance  of  Rs.  3 per  cent  discount  on  the  sale, 

J the  amount  to  be  paid  on  the  31st  October,  and  no  man  to  bid  less  than 
a quarter  of  a rupee  a time,  Laldas  Vithaldas  appears  to  be  the 
! highest  bidder  for  the  three  lots  as  follows  : 

1.  For  the  first  lot,  lead  Rs.  102J  the  khandi^  iron  Rs,  72J 
the  khandi. 

2.  For  the  second  lot,  lead  Rs.  103J  the  khandi ^ iron  Rs.  73 ^ 
the  khandi. 

3.  For  the  3rd  lot,  lead  Rs.  104  the  khandi,  iron  Rs,  74  the 
khandi. 

The  copper  is  next  put  up  which  Laldas  likewise  buys  on  the  same 
r terms  and  conditions  at  Rs.  18  the  Surat  man.  The  merchants  are 
)then  ordered  to  withdraw.  It  is  taken  into  consideration  in  what 
^ manner  to  dispose  of  the  woollen  manufacture,  and,  debating  thereon,  it 


* Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  29, 

2 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  145. 
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is  observed  that  there  appears  a repugnancy  in  the  merchants  to  offer  for 
the  same^  because  of  the  troubles  and  unsettled  condition  of  Surat  and 
the  country  about  it  which  has  been  the  case  for  several  years  past  no 
body  ever  attempting  to  purchase  those  sorts  of  goods  but  the  Company’s 
broker.  It  is  therefore  agreed  to  call  the  broker  in  and  see  to  what  terms 
we  can  bring  him  for  taking  these  off  our  hands  as  we  may  reasonably 
expect  a further  supply  by  the  next  ships  from  England.  Accordingly 
he  is  called  in  and  a tender  made  him  of  the  said  goods  at  the  prices  he 
gave  last  year  for  the  same  sorts.  He  makes  sundry  objections  and 
more  particularly  to  the  quantity  of  auroras  which  he  observes  are  near 
treble  the  number  that  has  been  usually  sent  of  late  years  or  indented  for 
from  hence ; besides  that  considerable  quantities  of  all  sorts  of  cloth 
both  French  and  English  are  constantly  brought  from  Jidda  to  ths 
Surat  market.  He  likewise  objects  to  the  quantity  of  scarlet  perpets 
because  sundry  parcels  of  those  goods  are  annually  brought  from  the 
other  side  of  India.  Upon  the  whole,  after  sundry  arguments  used,  the 
broker  is  with  much  difficulty  persuaded  to  give  for  the  following 
goods  the  following  prices  ; 

1.  Aurora  cloths  Bs.  4 the  yard. 

2.  Green  and  red  cloths  Rs.  2 lOas.  the  yard. 

3.  Scarlet  perpets  Rs.  33  the  piece. 

4.  Common  colours  Rs.  18  the  piece. 

For  ten  bales  of  yellow  cloth  25  per  cent,  upon  the  invoice,  reckoning 
Rs.  8 to  a pound  sterling  with  other  usual  allowances,  and  the  amount 
of  the  whole  to  be  brought  to  account  the  31st  October  next.  The 
scarlet  cloth,  neither  the  broker  nor  any  other  merchant  would  meddle 
with  on  any  account,  alleging  they  are  much  too  fine  and  high  priced 
from  England  for  any  market  in  these  parts,  and  we  have  no  hopes  ta 
get  them  off  our  hands  but  by  sending  them  to  Persia.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  18th  February  1734:  This  being 
the  day  appointed  for  the  public  sale  of  the  iron,  sugar,  turmeric,  and  raw 
silk  received  on  our  Honourable  Masters’’  account  by  their  shq3  Royal 
Guardian  from  Bengal,  the  doors  are  thrown  open  and  the  merchants 
are  called  in  and  the  terms  of  sale  explained  to  them,  namely  that  the 
said  goods  were  to  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder  and  three  months^ 
credit  given  for  the  payment  of  the  money.  The  sugar  was  first  put 
uj) ; one  hundred  bags  in  a lot  at  Rs.  1 2 the  bag.  There  appearing 
no  inclination  in  the  merchants  to  advance  on  that  price  we  susj)ended 
the  sale.  We  next  tried  the  iron  putting  it  up  fifty  khandis 
in  a lot  at  Rs.  55  the  khandi^  but  there  appeared  as  little  inclination 
in  the  merchants  to  bid  for  that  as  the  other ; neither  did  they  offer 
the  Bengal  price  for  the  raw  silk  thereof.  It  is  agreed  that  we  send  up 
these  three  articles  to  Surat  for  sale  reserving  seven  bales  of  raw  silk 
for  the  use  of  our  weavers  to  be  delivered  to  them  at  the  price  the 
others  shall  sell  for  at  Surat.  The  ginger  is  then  put  up  two  hundred 
Surat  mans  in  a lot  at  44  sers  the  Surat  man  when  Ambaidas  Takidas 
(Sakhidds)  appears  to  be  the  highest  bidder  for  the  whole  parcel  at 
Rs.  3 lOaif.  the  Surat  man.  The  turmeric  is  put  up  likewise  in  one 


1 Pub.  Diary  4 of  1731,  142-  144. 


Materials.] 


AND  ISLAND.  119 

parcel  of  160  Surat  mans  and  Narandas  Haridas  appears  to  be  the 
highest  bidder  at  Rs.  3 la.  the  man} 

Bombay  Government  Consultation^  1st  November  1734  : Having  put 
off  till  this  day  the  sale  of  the  cargoes  of  the  Wilmington  Middlesex 
sundry  merchants  who  now  attend  are  called  in.  After  considering 
on  what  conditions  to  sell  the  goods  so  as  to  give  satisfaction  and 
encouragement  to  the  merchants  without  j)rejudicing  our  Honourable 
Masters,  the  terms  are  agreed  and  declared  to  the  merchants  to  be 
as  follows  : That  twelve  months^  credit  be  given  for  the  whole,  an 
allowance  of  three  per  cent  on  every  article  except  the  steel,  one  yard  in 
a piece  of  cloth  to  be  also  allowed,  the  accustomary  deductions  to  be 
made  on  such  of  the  elephants'’  teeth  as  shall  be  broken  or  found  under 
weight.  On  such  money  as  shall  be  paid  before  the  expiration  of  the 
contract,  the  interest  shall  be  discounted  for  the  difference  of  time  in 
proportion  to  nine  per  cent  per  annum,  any  part  of  the  goods  shall  be 
delivered  here  or  at  Surat,  and  the  person  who  buys  the  woollen  goods 
and  elephants'’  teeth  shall  take  what  of  those  goods  may  come  on  the 
King  William  on  the  above  terms  the  amount  to  be  paid  at  the  same  time. 
The  sundry  goods  are  then  put  up  in  the  following  manner  and  sold  to 
the  highest  bidders  at  the  prices  undermentioned  : 

Woollen  goods:  Broadcloth^  2 bales  mazarine  blue,  15  bales 
scarlet,  3 bales  fine  yellow,  2 bales  wine-colour,  and  3 bales  emerald 
green,  in  all  25  bales  of  fine  broadcloth  at  Bs.  4 9 as.  the  yard; 
15  bales  middling  red  at  Bs.  2 15as.  the  yard;  80  bales  popinjay, 
68  coarse  red,  and  7 yellow  or  in  all  155  bales  of  ordinary  broadcloth 
at  Bs.  2 13as.  the  yard.  Perpets,  15  bales  scarlet  at  Bs.  31  Sas.  per 
piece ; 30  bales  popinjay,  18  red,  3 chocolate,  and  3 yellow  or  in  all  54 
bales  of  coarse  perpets  at  Bs.  21  Sas.  the  piece. 

Elephants^  teeth  seven  hundred  and  thirty- four  poise,  about  six 
hundred  and  forty  Surat  at  Bs.  51  4as.  the  Surat  man]  cake 

copper  thirty  Surat  mans  at  Bs.  24  the  Surat  man ; copper  plates  ten 
tons  or  six  hundred  Surat  man, 9,  namely  300  Surat  mans  atBs.  22  Qas. 
the  Surat  man,  and  300  Surat  mans  at  Bs.  22  6a^.  the  Surat 

man.  Steel  600  Surat  mans  more  or  less,  namely  300  Surat  mans  at 
Bs.  9 the  Surat  man  and  the  remainder  at  Bs.  9 la.  the  Surat  man. 
Iron  260  Surat  khandis,  namely  130  kha7idis  at  Bs.  84  the  khandi  and 
130  khandis  at  Bs.  85  Sas^  the  khandi.  Lead  1200  'paka  mans  at 
Bs.  7 \Sas.  We  jpaka  man,  600  paka  mans  at  Bs.  7 14as.  the 
khandi.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  22nd  October  1735  : At  the 
request  of  some  of  the  merchants  having  put  off  the  sale  of  the  goods 
received  by  the  Queen  Caroline  and  Scarborough  to  this  day,  it  is  now 
debated  whether  or  no  to  permit  the  export  of  lead  and  iron  to  the 
i Marathas'’  country.  As  we  think  the  inconveniences  in  so  doing 
f would  be  greater  than  the  advantage  which  we  might  experience 
! in  the  difference  of  the  price  it  is  resolved  not  to  grant  such  license 
I for  the  present,  and  the  quantity  of  lead  to  be  sold  not  being  very 
; great  and  several  of  the  merchants  having  large  parcels  remaining 
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of  the  last  and  former  years'’  purchases ; it  is  agreed  not  to  part  Avitli 
that  by  ns  unless  it  will  g*o  oft  on  as  good  terms  as  the  last  yearns. 
And  having  received  only  one  sort  of  copper  by  the  Scarborough,  which 
is  but  a small  quantity  and  the  Honourable  Company  directing  us  to 
send  them  a particular  of  the  produce  of  each  sorB  it  is  agreed  to  keep 
this  till  the  Derby’s  arrival,  when  the  people  having  made  trials  of 
both  sorts  we  shall  with  more  certainty  advise  our  Honourable  Masters 
which  is  most  proper  for  the  market.  The  doors  are  then  opened  and 
the  sundry  merchants  attending  being  called  in,  the  terms  of  sale  are 
declared  to  be  as  follows  : That  the  amount  of  the  goods  purchased 
shall  be  paid  the  31st  October  next,  the  usual  deductions  three  per  cent 
on  every  article  (except  the  steel)  and  one  yard  in  a piece  of  cloth  to  be 
allowed.  That  allowances  according  to  the  custom  of  Surat  shall  be 
made  on  such  of  the  elephants^  teeth  as  shall  be  found  cracked  or 
undersized.  That  on  such  money  as  shall  be  paid  before  the  3 1st  of 
October  next  the  interest  shall  be  discounted  for  the  difference  of  time 
at  the  rate  of  9 per  cent  per  annum.  Any  part  of  the  goods  shall  be 
delivered  either  here  or  at  Surat  and  the  person  v ho  buys  the  woollen 
goods  and  elephants'’  teeth  shall  take  such  quantity  of  those  articles  as 
may  be  on  board  the  Derby  at  the  same  rate  they  shall  give  for  these 
now  to  be  sold  and  pay  the  amount  at  the  same  time  ; and  if  she  does 
not  arrive  befere  the  1st  of  March,  it  shall  be  in  the  buyer'’s  choice  to 
take  or  refuse  the  elephants^  teeth.  M^hoever  purchases  any  part 
of  the  goods,  shall  give  such  security  for  the  amount  as  shall  be 
approved  of  by  the  Board.  The  several  goods  are  then  put  up  to  sale 
in  the  following  manner  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidders  at  the 
following  prices  : 

Iron,  110  Surat  hhandls  at  E,s.  78  the  Surat  khandi,  110  at 
Rs.  76B  110  at  Rs.  76J,  and  110  at  Rs.  78.  Steel,  1500  Surat  mans 
more  or  less ; 300  at  Rs.  8 the  man,  300  at  Rs.  7 15u.9.  the  man,  300 
at  Rs.  7 \bas.,  300  at  Rs.  8,  and  the  remainder  at  Rs.  8.  Lead  put 
up  at  Rs.  7 the  yaka  man,  but  nobody  advancing  upon  that  price,  the 
sale  of  it  is  laid  aside.  Elephants’  teeth  aboiA  600  Surat  mans  at 
Rs.  56 1 the  man, 

W oollen  goods  are  then  put  up  in  sortments  at  the  following*  prices, , ! 
namely  : fine  cloth,  1 2 bales  scarlet,  3 mazaiine  blue,  3 purple,  2 whitened  i 
and  3 yellow  or  in  all  23  at  Rs.  4 the  yard  ; 28  bales  aurora  at  Rs.  3 oas. . \ 
the  yard.  Ordinary  52  bales  popinjay,  57  red,  and  5 yellow  or  ine 
all  114  at  Rs.  the  yard.  Perpets  scarlet  8 bales  at  Rs.  27  the*; 
piece.  Ordinary  14  bales  red,  3 yellow,  28  popinjay,  and  3 blue  or  ini  i 
all  48  bales  at  Rs.  17  the  jnece.  When  Manekji  Navroji  appearing  i 
the  highest  bidder  they  are  sold  to  him  as  follows  : Fine  cloth,  23  bales  at  , 
Rs.  4 I0a5.  the  yard ; aurora  28  bales  at  Rs.  3 13a>9.the  yard;  ordinary  ' 
114  bales  at  Rs.  2 I4as.  the  yard;  perpet  scarlet  8 bales  at  Rs.  32  the  i; 
piece;  and  perpet  ordinary  41  bales  at  Rs.  22  the  piece. ^ 

Court  of  Directors’  letter,  22nd  December  1736,  para  13:  4Ye 
approve  of  giving  the  most  public  notice  to  all  the  merchants  at  !■ 
Surat*  of  the  sale  of  our  goods  which  must  be  continued  exposing  them  in 


1 Pub.  Diary  8 of  1734-35,  227  ■ 229. 
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to  view,  a convenient  time  beforehand,  to  all  comers.  Selling  them 
with  all  faults  is  the  fairest  method  and  least  liable  to  exception  or 
imposition.  By  this  means  all  after-allowances  will  be  avoided  whereby 
we  suffered  to  a great  amount  in  the  elephants^  teeth  and  perpets  by 
the  Scarborough  : Bs.  10  a man  on  the  teeth  for  cracked  pieces  and 
Rs.  7 a piece  on  475  pieces  of  j)erpets  being  touched  with  the  worm. 
We  open  and  examine  all  goods  we  receive  from  the  several  parts  of 
India  before  the  sale,  and  separate  the  damaged  from  the  sound,  and 
sell  the  damaged  as  such,  whereby  the  buyers  are  not  imposed  on,  and 
we  obtain  the  full  value.  This  is  a j^ractice  we  recommemnd  as  worthy 
of  your  imitation^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  10th  November  1737:  This 
being  the  adjourned  day  for  the  sale  of  all  the  cargoes  of  the  late 
arrived  ships,  the  sundry  merchants  attending  are  called  in  and  after 
some  discourse  with  them  concerning  the  terms  of  sale,  they  are  declared 
to  be  as  follows  : That  the  amount  of  the  goods  purchased  shall  be 
paid  on  the  31st  October  next  discounting  interest  at  the  rate  of  9 j^er 
cent  per  annum  on  all  sums  paid  in  before  that  time,  one  yard  to  be 
allowed  in  every  piece  of  cloth,  and  three  per  cent  rebate  on  all  the  goods, 
the  steel  only  excepted.  A reasonable  abatement  to  be  made  for  any 
damage  that  shall  appear  in  the  cloth  or  perpets  on  delivery.  The 
elephants'’  teeth  to  be  taken  with  all  faults,  but  those  undersize  shall 
be  delivered  according  to  established  custom.  The  goods  to  be  delivered 
either  here  or  at  Surat  free  of  charges  but  the  whole  to  be  weighed 
here  and  also  the  damage  adjusted  on  the  cloth  and  the  buyer  to 
receive  them  from  the  warehouse  within  one  month  from  the  time  of 
sale  and  before  they  are  taken  away  to  give  such  security  as  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Board.  The  conditions  of  sale  being  thus  explained 
to  the  merchants,  the  goods  were  at  their  request  divided  into  lots 
and  put  up  in  the  following  manner,  when  the  lots  were  sold  to 
the  respective  highest  bidders.  Elephants'’  teeth  600  Surat  mans^ 

\ more  or  less,  sold  at  Bs.  50 ^ the  Surat  man.  Iron  440  ^\iv2bikhandisj 
! of  which  two  lots  of  110  each,  sold  at  Bs.  88  the  Surat  khandi  and  one 
! lot  of  110  at  Bs.  87f  and  one  of  110  at  Bs.  87.  Steel  1200  Surat 
I mans,  of  which  three  lots  of  300  each,  sold  at  Bs.  6 Qas.  and  one  of 
i 300  at  Bs.  6 4as.  Bed  lead  100  cwt.  at  Bs.  15  12a.s.  per  ewt.  The 
I woollen  goods  were  then  put  up  at  the  following  prices,  it  being 
I agreed  that  the  purchaser  of  the  present  goods  shall  take  what  there 
- may  be  of  the  like  sorts  on  board  the  Heathcote  on  the  same  terms,  he 
: being  allowed  one  year'’s  time  from  their  delivery.  Auroras  39  bales 
: fine  at  Bs.  3 Cas.  the  yard  and  31  ordinary  at  Bs.  3 ^as.  Bed  21 
1 bales  fine  at  Bs,  2 Qas.  the  yard  and  28  ordinary  at  Bs.  2-J-,  popinjay 

■:  83  bales  at  Bs.  2 J the  yard  and  yellow  3 bales  at  Bs.  the  yard, 

i'  Scarlet  1 5 bales  at  Bs.  30  the  piece ; and  popinjay  30  bales,  red  6,  and 
yellow  3 or  in  all  39  bales  at  Bs.  17  the  piece.  To  advance  one  anna 

I the  yard  on  the  cloth  and  half  a rupee  the  piece  on  the  perpets.  None 

of  the  merchants  offered  to  advance  anything  which  obliged  us  to 
decline  the  sale  and  the  purchaser  of  the  last  yearns  parcel  declares 
i he  has  now  remaining  thereof  u2:»on  his  hands  upwards  of  200  bales. 


, ^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-1721,  72. 
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The  proposals  of  the  Surat  merchants  are  so  exceedingly  low  that  we 
judge  it  better  to  wait  some  time  longer  in  hopes  better  prices  may  be 
offered  than  accept  of  those.  It  is  agreed  that  in  our  next  letter 
to  Surat  we  direct  the  gentlemen  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  for 
bringing  the  merchants  there  to  better  terms  and  in  the  meantime  the 
President  is  desired  to  do  the  like  with  the  merchants  here.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  Letter,  6th  February  1740,  paragraph  52 : We 
have  no  objection  to  your  allowing  the  buyers  six  or  twelve  months^ 
time  to  take  the  goods  away,  but  then  no  part  must  be  delivered  upon 
any  pretence  whatsoever  until  the  full  amount  of  each  part  is  paid  for ; 
and  for  a further  encouragement  to  the  buyers,  and  in  order  to  a 
speedy  clearance  of  the  goods,  we  are  willing  to  allow  a discount  of 
nine  per  cent  to  such  buyers  as  take  them  away  within  six  months,  and 
but  six  per  cent  to  such  as  take  them  away  within  twelve  months  after 
the  sale.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter,  6th  February  1740,  paragraph  51  : We 
recommend  it  to  you  again  to  sell  all  our  goods  by  auction  at  Bombay 
agreeable  to  our  former  orders.  Nothing  can  be  more  for  our  interest 
than  to  make  Bombay  the  mart  of  your  side  of  India. ^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  27th  October  1740.  Auction 
sale  of  the  Honourable  Company's  goods  : Iron  92  khandis  of  which 
3 lots  one  of  12  and  two  of  20  each  were  sold  at  Bs.  100  the  khandi, 
one  of  20  at  Rs.  101 J and  one  of  20  at  100^.  Steel  800  Surat  mans 
of  which  200  were  sold  at  Rs.  5^  the  Surat  ma7i,  200  at  Rs.  5 13^5., 
200  at  Rs.  6 J,  and  200  at  Rs.  6^} 

This  is  (27th  August  1741)  to  give  notice  that  on  Monday  2nd 
November  ensuing  (1741)  will  be  put  up  at  public  auction  by  the 
Honourable  the  President  and  Council  of  Bombay  in  the  Council 
Chamber  at  Bombay,  the  following  goods  more  or  less  in  quantity  on 
the  following  terms  and  conditions  : The  highest  bidder  to  be  the  pur- 
chaser, no  allowance  for  rebate  to  be  made  on  any  article ; the  goods 
to  be  permitted  to  lie  one  year  in  warehouse  after  the  expiration  of 
which,  what  shall  be  found  remaining  will  be  again  sold  and  the  loss  i 
that  arises  charged  to  the  purchaser  or  contrary  wise  he  to  have  the  • 
benefit.  A discount  of  nine  per  cent  to  be  allowed  such  buyer  as  takes  ■ 
his  goods  away  within  six  months  and  but  six  per  cent  to  such  as  c 
take  them  away  within  twelve  months.  Any  part  of  the  goods  to  be* 
delivered  in  Surat  within  twelve  months  on  the  Company’s  risk  free  ’ 
of  duties,  provided  conveyance  offer.  The  amount  wanted  to  be  taken  i, 
out  of  the  warehouse  to  be  paid  for  before  delivery.  Every  person  to 
declare  at  the  time  of  sale  his  or  others  interest  in  the  purchase., 
Particulars  of  the  goods  are  as  follows:  Iron  6323  cwt.,  lead  20021 
cwt.,  steel  344  cwt.,  cochineal  506  pounds,  elephantsMeeth  1140  cwt.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  5th  January  1742.  The  President  ■ 
acquaints  the  Board  that  on  reconsidering  the  resolution  of  putting 
the  woollen  goods  up  in  lots,  and  apprehending  that  some  part  mightt  i 


1 Pub.  Diary  10  of  1736-37,  260-  261. 

2 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  77. 

^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  76. 

^ Pub.  Diary  13  of  1739-40,  372.  ^ f^ec.  Out.  L.  B.  8 of  1738  - 1741. 
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fall  into  sncli  hands  as  may  not  be  able  to  pay  for  them,  he  hints  it 
might  be  most  eligible  as  one  of  the  conditions  of  sale  to  make  the 
merchants  give  security  to  take  away  their  goods  within  a time  limited. 
By  this  means  the  Honourable  Company  would  be  no  sufferers  by  those 
purchasing  who  are  prompted  to  it  only  for  credit  sake.  He  therefore 
desires  the  opinions  of  the  Board  who  after  debate,  judging 
that  such  a declaration  would  prejudice  the  sale  by  hindering  some 
people  from  bidding  who  would  else  clear  the  warehouses  within  the 
time  prescribed,  it  is  agreed  to  decline  such  a procedure  at  present  as,, 
till  the  money  is  paid,  the  cloth  will  of  itself  be  security  to  our 
Honourable  Masters,  and,  should  any  inconveniencies  arise,  the  same  be 
remedied  at  the  next  sale  since  this  is  the  first  time  the  Company’s 
woollen  manufacture  has  been  divided  into  lots.  The  doors  being  then 
thrown  open  and  the  merchants  admitted,  they  were  acquainted  with 
' our  design  of  dividing  the  goods  into  lots  which  are  to  be  composed  of 
fine  and  coarse  cloth  intermixed.  But  they  requesting  to  have  the 
superfine  sold  separate,  the  same  was  agreed  to  and  the  terms  of  sale 
I declared  to  be  as  follows  : That  the  goods  should  be  permitted  to  lie  one 
I year  in  the  Company's  warehouse  after  which  what  should  be  found 
I remaining  should  be  resold  and  the  loss,  if  any,  charged  to  the  purchaser 
I or  contrarywise  he  to  have  the  benefit.  One  yard  to  be  allowed  in 
' every  piece  of  cloth,  and  a regular  delivery  to  be  made  of  the  whole 
i within  two  months  after  which  all  damage  or  loss  (saving  what  may 
i happen  through  fire  or  other  accident  not  to  be  foreseen  or  guarded 
I against)  to  be  on  the  purchaser'^s  risk ; 9 per  cent  to  be  allowed  to  sucli 
I buyer  as  takes  his  goods  away  within  six  months  and  but  6 per  cent 
I to  such  as  let  them  remain  after  the  expiration  of  the  first  six  months 
j from  the  day  of  sale ; any  part  to  be  delivered  at  Surat  within  the' 
j space  of  twelve  months  on  the  Company's  risk,  provided  conveyances 
I offer ; no  part  to  be  delivered  before  the  money  is  paid.  It  ^was 
i conceived  no  more  woollen  goods  would  be  sold  upon  the  Honourable 
■ Company's  accounts  until  the  end  of  October  next.-*- 

i Court  of  Directors'^  Letter,  13th  March  1743  paragraph  38  : When- 
any  of  the  buyers  refuse  to  pay  for  goods  by  the  limited  time, 
follow  our  method  here  by  reselling  the  goods,  and  charge  them  for  the 
^ difference.  In  case  they  do  not  make  us  full  satisfaction,  give 
public  notice  forbidding  them  or  any  other  person  on  their  account  to 
: purchase  at  our  sales  for  the  future,  and  prosecute  such  delinquents 
! in  a legal  way  for  the  loss  we  may  sustain  and  in  order  to  deter 
others  from  the  like  unfair  practice.^ 

The  following  order  relates  to  the  allowance  made  to  Company's 
L servants  buying  goods  from  the  warehouses  : Court  of  Directors'’ 

. letter,  21st  February  1717,  paragraph  32.  We  find  in  paragraph  36 
per  Stanhope,  you  allow  the  Company's  servants  two  per  cent  on 
what  goods  they  buy  out  of  our  warehouse,  because  Rama  Kamati  had 
the  same.  Your  Consultation  of  the  6th  September  takes  notice  that 
he  had  it  and  therefore  our  servants  should.  How  it  came  that  he  was 


^ Pub.  Diary  15  of  1741-42,  13-14. 

^ Oomp.  of  Standing  Orel.  Vol.  1 of  1715  ■ 1721,  77-  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  3 of 
1742  - 1751,  36. 
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allowed  it  doth  not  appear  in  that  Consultation,  but  it  is  said  others 
had  it  not.  It  is  very  probable  that  the  precedent  was  taken  from  the 
brokers  at  Surat,  when  they  bought  any  of  our  goods,  who  thereby 
losing  their  own  perquisite  for  selling  them  on  our  account,  and 
because  they  paid  ready  money,  and  a great  price  for  them,  as  in  the 
instance  of  Bustam'’s  buying  a large  quantity  of  cloth,  he  insisted 
on  and  had  that  allowance  as  also  another  of  a yard  on  a piece ; per- 
haps also  an  allowance  of  two  per  cent  to  Hama,  was  to  encourage 
the  taking  of  quantities,  and  at  the  better  prices.  On  the  whole 
we  are  willing  to  put  our  servants  on  the  same  footing  with  other 
merchants,  they  paying  down  ready  money.  We  expect  that  you  take 
care  we  be  faithfully  dealt  with  and  do  not  suffer  by  this  indulgence ; 
for  time  hath  been,  and  we  have  complained  of  it,  that  an  example 
had  been  made  on  one  account  to  make  it  a precedent  for  another. 
Though  we  are  persuaded  better  things  of  you  yet  we  hint  the 
caution.^ 

The  following  extracts  relate  to  various  kinds  of  goods  imported 
into  Bombay  : 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  28th  November  1735:  The 
warehouse-keeper  acquaints  the  Board  that  he  has  received  into  the 
warehouse  from  Revadas  Ambaidas  84  cwt.  and  16  lbs.  of  aloes  which 
appear  very  good  in  their  kind.  It  is  therefore  agreed  to  take  them 
on  the  Honourable  Company’s  account  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  8 the  man 
gross  of  4 8 1 sers^  mans  208  and  9 sers  amounting  to  Rs.  1665 
1 qr.  93  res,  which  the  treasury  is  directed  to  discharge.^ 

Bombay  Letter  to  the  Court,  24th  January  1677  : We  have  lately 
disposed  of  pretty  good  quantities  of  Europe  goods,  2000  ma7is  of 
iron,  1000  mans  of  lead,  and  150  pieces  of  broadcloth,  200  pieces  of 
bowdy  and  50  pieces  of  red  perpetuanoes.  Besides  we  are  daily  selling 
off  the  old  remains  of  perpetuanoes  of  which  we  have  almost  300  pieces 
by  us,  but  most  of  them  sadly  damaged  by  worms  and  carelessness.  If 
possible  we  will  put  them  off  though  at  low  rates  before  the  next 
ships  arrive.  Our  Norwich  stuffs  go  off  pretty  well,  partly  to  the 
Portuguese  but  most  upon  the  island,  ihe  vend  of  which  we  do  much 
encourage  by  wearing  it  for  the  most  part  ourselves.  In  a short  time 
the  greatest  part  will  be  disposed  of.  We  do  believe  we  may  be  able  to 
sell  100  pieces  yearly,  this  being  no  commodity  for  the  natives,  nor 
coloured  cloth  of  which  a small  quantity  will  be  sufficient.  We  will 
likewise  induce  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  to  appear  every  muster-day 
in  a red  coat,  and  do  intend  to  make  all  people  who  receive  pay  of  the 
Company,  take  a coat  or  two  yearly,  which  will  insensibly  carry  off  a 
good  quantity.  Our  iron  we  are  forced  to  sell  at  near  prime  cost  by 
which  we  shall  be  able  to  dispose  of  great  quantities ; for  then  it  will 
spoil  the  vend  of  country  iron  becoming  almost  as  cheap  and  is  far 
more  beneficial  than  for  your  Honours  to  send  over  so  much  ready 
money.  Our  lead  we  sold  at  the  Surat  price,  but  then  we  save  the 
custom  and  charge  and  bring  trade  and  credit  to  the  port.  Our  cloth 
which  was  the  coarsest  bales  at  Rs.  SJ  the  yard  8 months  time,  bowdy  at 


^ Comp,  of  Staniling  Ord.  Vo].  1 of  1715-1721,  65-66, 
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Ls.  2|  the  yard  and  red  perpetnanoes  at  Rs.  Ij  same  time  to  receive  it  by 
the  tillet  or  bale.  We  expecting  the  ship  Formosa  from  China  with 
Japan  copper  shall  dispose  of  all  our  plates  which  is  329^  that  copper 
which  is  in  bars  being  only  proper  to  make  pice,  being  less  loss  and 
the  plates  selling  here  for  more.^ 

Letter  from  the  Court  of  Directors  to  the  Lieutenant-General 
and  President  and  Council  of  Bombay  and  Surat,  dated  London  27th 
October  1693  : Of  the  said  manufactures  we  have  made  large  pro- 
vision already  and  shall  therein  fully  comply  with  our  obligation  to 
their  Majesties.  So  that  if  you  have  any  sort  of  English  manufactures 
by  you  after  so  many  express  orders  we  have  given  you  to  sweep  our 
warehouses  of  such  goods,  you  will  be  very  much  to  blame. ^ 

Bombay  Government  Letter  to  Surat,  18th  December  1724  ; We 
are  in  want  of  some  duttys  proper  for  embaling  our  piece  goods,  the 
manufacture  of  the  island;  supply  us  with  10  corge  of  36  covits 
long  and  2 covits  broad,  being  esteemed  the  most  fit  for  that  use.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  27th  February  1735  : The 
President  acquaints  the  Board  that  aurora  cloth  being  sold  in  Persia 
! among  the  coarse  and  yielding  no  more  than  24  and  26  shahees  the 
: gaz^  he  liad  offered  those  now  in  warehouse  and  designed  for  Persia 
: to  be  sold  to  the  merchants  of  Bombay  and  had  prevailed  upon  Shivji 
1 Dharamset  to  give  Rs.  3|  per  yard  on  having  the  usual  allowance 
of  three  per  cent  and  one  yard  in  a piece,  he  paying  for  the  same  the 
last  of  October.  As  these  terms  are  more  advantageous  than  the 
; cloth  would  be  sold  for  in  Persia,  it  is  agreed  to  accept  of  them 
I accordingly.^ 

Bombay  Government  Diary,  20th  October  1735  : Received  a letter 
' from  Mr.  Hugh  Bidwell  enclosing  bill  of  exchange  for  Rs.  2844  and 
: 61  pice  being  the  amount  of  20  bales  of  tannahs  bought  for  the  use  of 
< the  island  which  lie  ready  for  a conveyance.  As  regards  the  bill  drawn 
[ on  Surat  Factory  not  being  immediately  accepted,  to  prevent  any 
i inconvenience  happening  by  the  like  in  future  he  desires  we  will  give 
( orders  that  he  had  a good  parcel  of  the  Byrampauts  and  Guinea 
‘ stuffs  in  warehouse  and  hope  to  complete  the  investment  in  time  and 
] desired  our  orders  to  forward  the  same  hither.^ 

Bombay  Government  Diary,  22nd  October  1735  : Read  the  letter 
; from  Mr.  Hugh  Bidwell  of  Cambay  received  the  20th  instant.  The  bill 
1 drawn  by  him  in  favour  of  the  President  and  Mr.  Lambton  for 
t Rs.  2844  and  61  pice  the  amount  of  20  bales  of  tannahs  bought  for 
[ the  use  of  the  island,  being  presented  is  accepted  and  ordered  to  be 
J discharged.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  29th  December  1747:  The 
’ general  storekeeper  representing  a want  of  400  pieces  of  dangri  as 
i likewise  red  and  white  goats"  skins,  15  corge  of  each,  as  those  last 
»■  received  from  Suiat  were  all  black  instead  of  those  sorts  which  were 


^ Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677-  1687,  9,  10.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  121  - 122. 
2 Sec.  Out.  L-  B,  5 of  1694  - 1696,  7.  ^ Surat  Fact.  Diary  612  of  1723  - 

4 Bub.  Diary  8 of  1734-35,  77.  ^ p^b  pj^ry  8 of  1734-35,  221 

6 Bub.  Diary  8 of  1731-35,  227. 
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particularly  indented  for,  it  is  directed  that  the  Chief  and  factors  at 
Surat  be  ordered  to  comply  therewith  by  the  first  opportunity.^ 

Bombay  Government  Diary,  loth  January  1748  : Received  a letter 
from  the  Chief  and  factors  at  Surat,  informing  us  that  the  goat  skins 
they  sent  down  on  the  7th  of  October  and  27th  November  last,  were 
conformable  to  our  indent  of  the  10th  August.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  29th  March  1748:  It  is  agreed 
that  we  write  to  the  Chief  and  factors  at  Surat  to  send  hither  60  shawls 
of  sorts  and  600  jDieces  of  duttys  wanted  for  the  service  of  our  ware- 
house.^ 

Bombay  Diary,  26th  December  1774  : On  the  26th  December  1774 
came  to  hand  by  patamar  a letter  from  the  Resident  dated  the  8rd 
December  in  which  he  desired  us  as  soon  as  possible  to  send  200 
pieces  of  scarlet  perpets  for  the  use  of  the  Nabob  of  Onor.^ 

Bombay  Letter  to  the  Court,  19th  March  1677  ; Whensoever  your 
ships  come  out  not  full  laden,  we  think  it  would  be  very  necessary  to 
fill  up  the  remainder  with  sea  coal.  This  will  not  only  be  necessary 
stores  of  firing  in  case  of  a siege  or  war  with  our  neighbours,  but  be  as 
useful  upon  any  other  occasion  as  these  country  coals,  being  in  a 
manner  as  cheap.^ 

Court  of  Directors'’  Letter,  12th  March  1730,  paragraph  54  : At  the 
request  of  several  persons  concerned  in  sending  out  coral,  fearing  that 
their  returns  in  diamonds  may  not  be  advantageous,  we  have  agreed 
to  permit  them  to  pay  the  produce  into  our  cash,  for  which  we  direct 
(if  they  desire  it)  to  give  them  bills  of  exchange  upon  us,  drawn  in 
the  usual  form  and  term  at  two  shillings  and  six  pence  the  rupee.® 

Court  of  Directors'’  Letter,  15th  March  1734,  paragraph  63  : The 
coral  merchants  have  represented  that  they  labour  under  some  hardships 
in  that  trade,  so  as  not  to  afford  the  present  duties  payable  on  that 
article  upon  exportation  from  hence  and  at  our  settlements  abroad. 
And  being  willing  on  our  parts  to  secure  that  branch  of  trade  in  its  old 
channel,  we  hereby  direct  that  you  charge  only  four  per  cent  duty 
(for  our  account)  upon  all  coral  and  coral  beads  imported  at  your  place 
or  at  Surat,  and  that  our  President  (instead  of  two  and  a half)  take  no 
more  than  two  per  cent  commission  for  his  share.'^ 

Court  of  Directors'’  Letter,  6th  January  1738,  paragraph  76  : As 
coral  is  sometimes  consigned  your  way,  on  its  paying  the  duty  of  four 
per  cent  on  the  sale  (as  it  does  at  Fort  St.  George)  you  must  grant  bills 
upon  us  for  the  produce,  on  its  being  paid  into  our  cash  at  two 
shillings  and  five  pence  the  rupee,  oath  being  made  thereto,^ 

Court  of  Directors^  Letter,  30th  June  1769,  paragraph  11  : This 
paragraph  revokes  the  license  for  the  traders  in  coral  importing  (in 
England)  gold  or  silver  in  specie  or  bullion,  duty  free.^ 


^ Pub.  Diary  20  of  1747,  478. 

2 Pub.  Diary  21  of  1748,  14.  ^ Pub.  Diary  21  of  1748,  119. 

Bom.  Gov.  Diary  26th  Dec.  1774,  Pub.  Diary  66  of  1774,  910. 

5 Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677  - 1687,  22.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  127. 
® Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  69. 

7 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  70. 

8 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  74. 

» Comp  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759-1788,  196. 
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Court  of  Directors'’  Letter,  15tli  September  1769  : The  coral  mer- 
chants have  presented  a memorial  to  us,  desiring  we  would  facilitate 
the  means  of  having  their  remittances  made  to  them  in  return  for  their 
coral.  We  cannot  make  a particular  exception  in  their  favour  from 
our  general  orders  respecting  the  remittances,  but  recommend  it  to  you 
to  consider  them  as  entitled  to  every  indulgence  in  this  respect,  and  if 
you  can  open  any  new  channel  for  furnishing  them  with  diamonds,  or 
can  contribute  to  the  safety  of  their  transportation  to  our  settlement, 
you  will  render  a very  essential  service  to  this  country,  which  is  much 
benefited  by  their  commerced 

Court  of  Directors^  Letter,  7th  February  1772,  paragraph  30  : It 
having  been  represented  to  us  by  several  of  the  traders  in  coral  that 
when  any  coral  manifested  for  Madras  or  Bengal  has  been  landed  at 
Bombay  from  any  of  our  ships,  it  has  been  customary  for  the  Governor  to 
draw  the  usual  commission  at  Bombay.  As  the  like  commission  is 
charged  on  the  sale  of  the  coral  at  the  place  it  is  originally  consigned 
to  the  traders  are  put  to  a double  expense  in  that  respect.  Of  this 
we  do  not  approve  and  therefore  direct  that  the  Governor  of  Bombay 
do  in  future  desist  from  charging  any  commission  on  such  coral  as  may 
be  consigned  to  Fort  St,  George  or  Bengal  and  laden  on  any  of 
our  ships  bound  from  hence  to  Bombay.  Care  must  be  taken  that 
such  coral  be  sent  round  agreeable  to  its  consignment  on  one  of  our 
freighted  ships,  free  of  any  charge  to  the  merchants  who  export  that 
article  from  England.^ 

Court  of  Directors'’  Letter,  11th  March  1712,  paragraph  31  : Copper 
bearing  so  good  a price  as  Bs.  72  a cwt.  our  late  President  and  Council 
acted  right  in  desiring  Bengal  to  send  a thousand  mans  on  the 
Rallifax} 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  9th  October  1776:  The  Presi- 
dent lays  before  us  an  account  of  the  copper  belonging  to  the  Honourable 
Company  now  remaining  in  warehouse  amounting  as  particularised  in 
the  said  account  to  the  very  great  sum  of  Rs.  19,13,948-2-19.  He 
proposes  as  the  only  method  to  prevent  the  importation  of  the  article 
by  private  merchants,  owing  to  which  the  sale  of  the  Company’s 
copper  is  greatly  obstructed,  to  raise  the  import  duty  to  20  per  cent 
both  at  this  place  and  Surat.  This  is  agreed  to  as  we  think  it  a better 
method  than  a total  prohibition,  and  the  necessary  orders  must  be 
issued  for  this  purpose.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  7th  November  1777  : Read  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Andrew  Reid  that  he  has  found  by  experience  that  the 
advanced  duty  of  twenty  per  cent  laid  upon  the  copper  imported  at 
this  place  has  proved  totally  ineffectual  to  answer  the  end  vve  intended. 
Notwithstanding  every  effort  there  is  no  possibility  of  preventing 
i this  article  from  being  introduced  into  the  country  not  only  from 
' Surat  but  from  Daman  and  several  other  ports.  As  by  persisting 
I in  demanding  this  duty  the  Company  will  be  deprived  of  the  customs 
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they  might  receive  i£  the  duty  was  more  moderate,  without  reaping' 
any  benefit  to  counterbalance  this  loss,  it  is  unanimously  resolved  to 
lower  the  duty  to  10  per  cent  not  only  on  Mr.  Reid^s  copper,  but  on  all 
that  may  in  future  be  imported.^ 

^ Bombay  Government  Consultation,  26th  November  1777  : A quan- 
tity of  old  copper  having  been  exported  from  Mokha,  the  Custom 
Master  requests  to  know  whether  the  advanced  duty  is  to  be  levied 
thereon.  In  reply  he  is  acquainted  that  this  duty  was  meant  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  copper  of  Europe  which  cannot  be  effected 
by  the  old  copper  in  question^  on  which  he  is  therefore  to  levy  only 
the  former  duty  of  six  per  cent.^ 

Bombay  Letter  to  Court,  19th  March  1677  t We  can  dispose  of  40 
or  50  small  guns  yearly  to  very  good  profit.  Let  not  the  biggest  be 
above  8 or  9 cwt.  and  let  25  or  30  be  from  1 to  3 ewt.  each.  We  can 
also  sell  20  or  30  small  anchors  from  4 to  ....  weight  each.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  Letter,  11th  March  1742,  paragraph  35:  The 
fall  of  iron  by  large  imports  to  Rs.  68  a hliandi  we  must  submit 
to,  not  doubting  the  markets  will  mend  as  there  is  great  consumption 
constantly  of  that  useful  merchandise.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  29th  September  1736  : As  it 
hath  been  maliciously  and  unjustly  insinuated  that  too  large  an  abate- 
ment was  made  for  the  damage  on  the  Honourable  Company's  elephants^ 
teeth  sold  last  year,  to  prevent  any  room  for  suspicion  of  that  kind  for 
the  future,  the  Secretary  is  directed  to  give  public  notice  that  we  will 
make  no  abatement  for  any  teeth  that  may  be  cracked,  but  only  for 
such  as  are  under  weight.  But  that  the  buyers  take  them  with  all 
faults  and  that  the  purchasers  may  have  no  room  for  complaint,  the 
merchants  are  at  liberty  to  view  the  goods  before  the  sale  which  lie 
ready  in  the  warehouse  for  that  purpose.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  Letter,  11th  March  1742,  paragraph  37  : By 
encouraging  profits  on  elephants^  teeth  and  the  very  large  stock  on 
hand  having  a quick  vend,  we  are  induced  to  supply  you  with  all  that 
was  procurable  on  moderate  terms.® 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  25th  January  1742  : The 
President  opens  this  meeting  with  acquainting  the  members  that  his 
principal  design  in  calling  them  together  was  to  consider  on  the  means 
of  transport  for  our  Honourable  Masters^  elephants^  teeth  which  were 
landed  at  Tellicherry  from  the  Godolphin  and  lately  brought  hither  on 
the  Onslow.  In  Consultation  of  the  12th  instant  we  proposed  sending 
these  teeth  to  Surat  on  some  of  the  cruizers.  But  as  at  present  from 
the  numbers  of  the  Marathfis  said  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood  and  the 
uncertainty  we  are  under  of  their  designs  so  variously  reported,  it 
cannot  be  thought  prudent  to  divest  ourselves  of  the  countenance  of 
our  vessels  by  employing  them  on  any  distant  service.  On  the  other 
hand  the  forwarding  the  teeth  so  as  they  may  arrive  before  the  expected 


1 Pub.  Diary  72  of  1777,  500.  ^ p^b.  Diary  72  of  1777,  529. 

3 Bombay  to  Court,  19th  Mar.  1676-1677.  Sec.  Out.  Let.  Book  4 of  1677  - 1687,  22, 
^ Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  3 of  1742  - 1751,  5.  ® Piib.  Diarv  9 of  1736,  361. 

6 Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  3 of  1742  - 1751,  5. 
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Bengal  shipping  (who  possibly  may  bring  some)  will  be  a means  of 
advantage  in  the  sale.  He  had  therefore  been  induced  to  have  recourse 
to  Mr.  Sterling  supercargo  of  the  ship  Prince  IMtvard  now  in  port 
who  is  bound  hither,  and  he  declaring  his  readiness  to  carry  them 
without  any  claim  of  freight,  he  (the  President)  leaves  it  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Board  whether  it  may  not  be  eligible  to  embrace  this 
offer  of  conveyance.  The  Board  reflecting  that  should  this  opportunity 
be  slipped,  we  cannot  pretend  to  say  when  another  will  present  as  from 
what  premised  it  is  certain  our  vessels  cannot  be  spared  at  least  whilst 
those  rumours  subsist,  therefore  agreed  that  the  elephants^  teeth  be 
laden  on  the  Prince  Edioard  with  all  possible  expedition.  And,  for  the 
better  security  of  the  ship,  that  the  Po7}ibay  and  Restoration  grabs  be 
ordered  to  see  her  as  high  as  St.  J ohns  (Sanjdn)  which  is  thought  far 
enough  to  secure  her  against  any  attempts  of  the  enemy  and  then 
return  to  their  station  of  the  Breach  and  Mahim  bar.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  Letter,  11th  March  1742,  paragraph  36  : Lead 
fetching  an  extraordinary  good  price,  we  have  sent  as  much  of  that 
article  as  our  ships  could  conveniently  carry.^ 

Surat  Diary,  22nd  August  1719  : Our  brokers  have  brought  in 
several  parcels  sail  cloth  which  we  have  agreed  with  them  for  at  Rs.  21 
per  corge  of  400  covits.  The  same  is  now  sorted  and  made  up  into 
12  bales  to  be  sent  to  Bombay.^ 

Bombay  Government  Letter  to  Surat,  7th  August  1731  : We  desire 
you  would  send  some  sealing  wax  for  the  Secretary’s  office."^ 

Surat  Letter  to  Bombay,  14th  August  1676  : The  juice  of  tobacco 
you  are  in  want  of,  is  not  here  procurable  at  this  season  of  the  year  ; 
but  we  have  by  this  bearer  sent  you  7 sers  of  China  roots.® 

Bombay  Letter  to  Surat,  23rd  February  1726:  Provide  and  send 
us  down  as  opportunity  shall  offer  150  bales  of  1500  mans  of  tobacco  of 
the  first  second  and  third  sort,  50  bales  of  each.® 

Court  of  Directors'’  Letter,  21st  January  1703,  paragraph  6 : This 
paragraph  directs  to  send  them  by  every  shipping  large  samples  of  the 
sorts  and  colours  and  prices  of  all  woollen  goods  vendible,  and  all  other 
Europe  commodities.'^ 

Court  of  Directors^  Letter,  4th  June  1703,  paragraph  30  : We 
recommend  to  you  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  in  promoting  the 
vend  of  our  woollen  and  other  manufactures  as  much  as  possible,  we 
being  obliged  (as  you  will  see  by  the  Charter)  to  export  yearly  one- 
tenth  part  in  the  product  and  manufacture  of  England.  Wherefore 
advise  us  yearly  what  quantities  and  sorts  of  goods  we  shall  send. 
In  this  be  very  particular,  and  though  it  be  more  trouble  to  us  here 
! in  purchasing  them  than  bullion,  and  also  to  you,  putting  them  off, 
yet  we  should  not  omit  sending  as  much  as  can  be  vended,  although 
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they  should  produce  no  more  than  bullion,  because  o£  the  advantage 
which  the  expense-  of  our  own  manufacture  brings  to  this  nation/ 

Court  of  Directors'’  Letter,  21st  February  1717,  paragraph  27: 
This  paragraph  is  a continuation  of  the  order  for  patterns  of  the 
colours  and  sorts  of  woollen  goods/ 

Court  of  Directors'’  letter,  29th  March  1717,  paragraph  26  : We 
have  often  acquainted  you  that  we  must  send  out  quantities  of  woollen 
goods  yearly  to  India  in  proportion  to  our  export.  Therefore  the  first 
care  is,  to  get  it  off,  and  leave  empty  warehouses  to  receive  what  comes 
the  following  year.  The  next  is  to  get  a handsome  price  for  it;  but  so 
far  as  the  cheapness  will  enlarge  the  consumption  on  your  side  (so  as 
not  to  prejudice  the  sale  of  what  we  send  to  other  parts),  we  could  be 
content  to  let  it  go  at  a less  profit.  Otherwise  you  ought  to  make 
the  inost  of  it,  first  taking  care  all  goes  off  from  time  to  time.^ 

Court  of  Directors"  Letter,  4th  November  1719,  paragraph  23  : 
This,  paragraph  is  a continuation  of  former  orders  for  sending  home 
patterns  of  every  species  of  woollen  goods,  to  describe  the  ^colours 
liked  or  disliked,  and  to  mention  the  bale  number  and  mark  of  the 
cloth  it  was  cut  from,  and  by  what  ship  with  the  invoice  price  ; if  of 
the  stuffs,  the  number  of  the  bale,  the  price,  and  by  what  ship.^ 


^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-1721,  16. 
2 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  64. 
^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715- 1721,*  64. 
**  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715- 1721, ’66.' 
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following  extracts  relate  to  the  encoufagemeht  of  cotton  and 
silk  weaving  on  the  island  of  Bombay  t 

Surat  Letter  to  Bombay 3 dated  Swally  Marine  24'th  October  1672  : 
The  12  bales  of  baftas^  manufacture  of  the  island, are  received  onshore; 
the  40  or  50  bales  that  (you)  may  have  more  in  readiness  we  could 
wish  they  were  sent  off  to  the  ships  as  they  return  to  you ; but  if  that 
cannot  be,  we  will  have  it  in  remembrance  to  appoint  some  ship  to 
leave  room  for  them/ 

Surat  Letter  to  Bombay,  15th  February  1676  ; This  is  to  desire  you 
to  send  us  up  an  account  how  many  corge  of  broad  and  how  many 
corge  of  narrow  baftas  you  can  make  against  next  year  on  the  island 
of  its  own  true  and  pure  manufacture.  For  we  do  not  desire  that 
your  broker  should  endeavour  to  buy  any  cloth  whatever  in  Broach 
Cambay  or  other  bazdrs  as  formerly  he  did  of  his  own  head  and  without 
orders.  For  thereby  the  Company's  investments  here  have  been  hindered 
and  the  price  of  cloth  raised  upon  them.  We  would  have  you  keep  your 
weavers  to  their  fineness,  goodness,-  strength,  and  price  of  their  cloth, 
such  as  used  to  be  made  when  the  President  was  there ; for  we  are  fully 
assured  that  if  you  look  well  to  them,  the  island  can  afford  as  good 
cloth  as  any  made  in  India ; also  we  would  have  you  encourage  the 
weavers  so  much  as  possible.  This  affair  we  heartily  commend  to  your 
serious  considerations.^ 

Surat  Letter  to  Bombay,  l4th  June  1676  ; We  formerly  desired 
you  to  send  us  an  account  of  broad  and  narrow  baftas  we  might  expect 
from  you  as  the  pure  manufacture  of  the  island,  but  you  have  hitherto 
omitted  it.  We  expect  it  in  answer  hereunto.^ 

Surat  Letter  to  Bombay,  4tb  November  1676  ; Notwithstanding 
we  wrote  you  long  since  to  send  us  an  account  what  calicoes  and 
other  Europe  goods  we  might  expect  from  you,  yet  hitherto  you  have 
omitted  it.  We  must  needs  complain  of  much  neglect  in  the  calico 
investment.  We  are  assured  if  you  and  your  brokers  there  would  be 
as  industrious  as  you  ought  in  inviting  and  encouraging  weavers  to 
settle  with  you,  that  manufacture  of  calicoes  would  be  increased  much 
more  than  it  is.  We  desire  you  therefore  seriously  and  earnestly  to  take 
this  affair  into  your  consideration  and  to  use  all  just  means  possible  to 
invite  and  encourage  weavers  of  all  sorts  to  inhabit  on  the  island.  It  is  our 
opinion  that  seeing  the  country  of  Shivaji  and  Deccan  is  harassed  and 
much  ruined  by  the  wars^  if  you  did  employ  some  persons  to  invite  the 
weavers  of  those  parts  to  come  over  to  you,  they  would  gladly  accept 
it  only  for  a secure  livelihood  sake.  Wherefore  use  your  endeavours 
herein.  We  give  you  notice  that  it  is  the  Company's  particular  direc- 
tions to  us  to  procure  as  many  dangri  weavers  to  settle  on  the 
island  as  we  can  in  regard  that  commodity  is  in  request  to  whom 
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also  we  would  have  you  procure  as  many  pautka  weavers  as  you  can ; 
for  they  also  will  be  necessary  ; and  assure  yourselves  what  industry 
and  ingenuity  you  employ  in  this  affair  will  be  well  esteemed  by  your 
Honourable  Alasters  and  by  ourselves.  For  your  better  supply  of 
cotton  yarn  for  the  keeping  the  said  weavers  at  work  we  shall  send  you 
down  by  the  Hoigh  a considerable  parcel  of  Bajapur  yarn  which  will 
be  with  you  in  a few  days  after  receipt  of  this  letter^  whereof  what  is 
proper  to  be  delivered  out  to  the  weavers  for  the  making  any  sort  of 
calicoes  fit  for  Europe  above  mentioned,  we  would  have  you  so  dispose  of 
and  the  remainder  be  sold  to  the  Company's  best  advantage.  In  the  mean 
time  fail  not  to  get  ready  what  baftas  broad  and  narrow  you  have 
provided  for  England  to  be  sent  up  by  the  Hoigh  whom  you  must  not 
fail  to  despatch  so  soon  as  you  conveniently  can  that  the  goods  may 
arrive  timely  with  us  and  that  the  Hoigh  may  be  serviceable  in  lading 
the  ships.  Otherwise  the  Company  will  be  put  to  the  charge  of 
hiring  boats.  To  this  end  you  must  quicken  your  dull  and  dilatory 
broker  Girdhar,  who  too  much  wants  a spur  in  all  business  that  relates 
to  the  Company.^ 

Surat  Letter  to  Bombay,  14th  November  1676  : AYe  now  send  you 
the  Hoigh  laden  with  65  parcels  of  Bajapur  cotton  yarn,  invoice 
whereof  goes  enclosed  amounting  to  Bs.  4203  and  18  pice.  The 
said  cotton  yarn  you  must  dispose  of  among  the  weavers  on  the  island 
to  be  made  into  calicoes  proper  for  England.^ 

Bombay  Letter  to  the  Court,  24th  January  1677  : AYe  have  this 
year  sent  up  to  Surat  above  2000  pieces  of  baftas  all  made  by  the 
weavers  of  the  island  that  have  been  induced  to  come  and  inhabit 
here,  formerly  the  broker  for  his  credits  sake  deceived  us  with  Cambay 
cloth  instead  of  Bombay.  This  does  but  hinder  the  Surat  investment 
though  we  ):>elieve  it  not  very  cheap,  yet  suppose  it  not  extraordinary 
dear,  the  weavers^  charges  of  5 per  cent  enhancing  the  price,  which 
cannot  yet  be  removed,  they  at  first  wanting  encouragement  to  their 
lepaii  hither.  Besides  that,  we  have  hopes  to  make  cloth  cheaper  than 
hitherto,  there  having  not  been  any  factors  who  have  had  judgment  to 
oversee  such  a work  and  daily  to  superintend  the  weavers,  but  have  been 
forced  to  confide  in  the  broker  who  perhaps  may  be  as  honest  as  others, 
yet  few  or  none  of  that  profession,  if  business  be  wholly  entrusted  to 
them,  but  will  pay  themselves  extraordinarily  for  their  pains.  AYhereas 
we  do  now  intend  when  we  can  procure  fitting  persons  (the  island  being 
at  piesent  in  great  want  of  able  factors)  to  set  them  over  the  weavers, 
who  shall  deliver  out  the  cotton  by  weight,  learning  how  many  threads 
go  into  every  piece,  receiving  it  again  by  weight  and  tale  of  threads, 
and  allowing  so  much  per  piece  for  weaving  according  to  its  fineness 
which  is  but  a small  matter  and  easily  learnt,  and  there  can  be  no 
deceit  or  over-reaching.  This  we  esteem  a very  necessary  work. 
We  have  great  hopes  to  give  your  Plonours  much  satisfaction  in  the 
inciease  of  the  cloth  investment  on  the  island,  though  we  find  it 
difficult  to  induce  weavers  to  leave  their  ancient  habitations,  it  being 
inbred  in  all  people  to  esteem  no  place  like  home.  Yet  if  we  do  not 


J Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1675-76,  241  -242.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  1. 108  - 109, 
2 Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1676-76,  252. 
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fall  out  with  Sliivd.jij  we  dare  promise  three  times  the  quantities  as  this 
year  sent.  W e are  induced  to  say  if  no  quarrel  happen  between  us  and 
Shivaji,  because  we  shall  be  forced  to  make  the  greatest  part  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Bay^  about  20  miles  up  the  river  of  Salsette,  where 
we  have  got  together  a good  parcel  of  weavers  whom  we  cannot  yet 
persuade  to  come  over,  though  we  have  hopes  in  time  to  effect  it.  How- 
ever the  5 per  cent  which  we  now  put  upon  the  cloth  for  weavers  will 
be  taken  away,  instead  of  which  we  must  pay  2 per  cent  to  Shivdji 
and  perhaps  2 or  3 per  cent  more  for  charges ; yet  if  we  paid  15  per 
cent,  it  will  bear  less  than  the  expenses  of  any  factory.  Then  it 
will  be  objected,  the  cloth  is  bought  by  that  expense  cheaper  than  the 
island  cloth.  To  this  we  answer  that  we  have  yet  probable  hopes  to 
equalise  the  cheapness  of  other  factories’’  cloth.  For,  besides  the  reason 
above  given,  we  have  hopes  to  have  our  cotton  yarn  come  cheaper  to 
us  than  it  hitherto  has  done ; so  that  at  leastwise  to  make  it  stand 
in  competition  or  surpass  any  of  the  Gujarat  cloth,  if  not  come  very 
near  the  prices  of  Rajapur  and  Karwar.^ 

Bombay  Letter  to  the  Court,  I7th  February  1677  ; We  have  the 
promise  of  half  a score  silk'weavers  to  come  and  inhabit  here,  but  with 
this  condition  that  the  Company  build  them  houses  and  be  obliged  to 
take  all  their  silk  off  for  three  years.  We  are  thinking  of  a better 
medium  if  your  Honours  so  approve  thereof.  Their  silk  we  dare  promise 
them  shall  go  off  without  troubling  the  Company,  which  we  can  engage 
persons  now  to  do ; but  there  will  be  no  such  occasion  there  being 
more  consumed  and  bought  up  here  than  they  can  make.  For  their 
houses  let  there  be  half  a Xeraphin  custom  put  upon  each  piece  which 
in  short  time  will  reimburse  the  Company  for  what  they  shall  lay 
out.  Please  to  send  your  orders  concerning  this  particular.^ 

Surat  Letter  to  Bombay,  12th  March  1677  : We  also  recommend 
your  endeavours  to  invite  silk  weavers  to  inhabit  on  the  island  and  do 
approve  of  the  overture  you  make  touching  this  affair.  Still  we 
would  rather  have  your  pautka  and  dangri  weavers  settled  on  the 
island,  for  it  will  be  more  to  the  Company’s  advantage  to  have 
calicoes  than  silk  manufactured  on  the  island.^ 

Bombay  Letter  to  Surat,  27th  March  1677  : We  are  not  unmindful 
of  inviting  cloth  weavers  so  well  as  silk,  but  it  is  very  difficult 
procuring  them.  There  is  a parcel  at  Bimurly  (Bhiwndi)  who  have 
promised  to  weave  us  a good  parcel  of  cloth  this  year.  We  shall  try  if 
we  can  win  them  over  by  degrees.'^ 

Surat  Letter  to  Bombay,  22nd  March  1677  : We  have  had  so  little 
assistance  from  you  in  supplying  us  with  broad  and  narrow  baftas  for 
our  Europe  investment  that  we  are  not  a little  ashamed  to  find  our 
hopes  of  that  necessary  manufacture  so  much  frustrated.  The  grand 
fault  and  obstruction  whereof  we  cannot  but  impute  to  the  broker 
Girdhar  who,  we  justly  fear,  is  not  so  faithful  and  zealous  to  our 
Masters^  interest  in  this  and  other  particulars  as  he  ought  to  be. 
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We  again  remind  you  of  this  most  important  affair  and  desire  to  know 
what  (Quantities  ot  broad  and  narrow  baftas  we  may  depend  upon  from 
you  this  year,  that  we  may  govern  ourselves  accordingly.  Also  we 
desire  to  know  what  hopes  you  have  of  settling  the  dangri  and 
pautka  investment  on  the  island  and  how  that  affair  may  best  be 
managed.^ 

Bombay  Letter  to  Surat,  Srd  April  1677  t W^e  were  always  mindfid 
of  oui  cloth  investment  which  we  look  upon  to  be  one  of  our  principal 
concerns.  Our  broker  has  promised  to  get  ready  in  this  place  all  made 
in  the  island.  About  6000  pieces  of  broad  and  narrow  baftas  we 
formerly  advised  of  the  weavers  of  Bimurly  (Bhiwndi)  who  though 
we  cannot  prevail  with  them  to  come  and  dwell  here,  yet  they  have 
promised  to  supply  us  with  a good  quantity.  We  intend  to  see  a 
muster  of  half  dozen  pieces  and  accordingly  proceed  in  it.  How  much 
we  shall  get  there  we  are  not  able  to  advise,  but  shall  forward  that 
investment  with  all  our  diligence.^ 

Surat  Letter  to  Bombay,  26th  May  1677  : The  Company  in  their 
letters  overland  do  advise  that  the  calicoes  sent  off  late  from  Bombay 
are  very  dear.  Unless  they  can  be  made  better  and  procured  cheaper^ 
it  wdll  be  to  their  loss  to  have  any  made  there.  At  this  we  cannot 
but  admire  and  believe  it  some  abuse  in  the  broker,  wherefore  we  would 
have  you  look  after  him  more  diligently  in  the  future.  It  is  the 
Company  s desiie  that  all  their  baftas  broad,  narrow,  and  solvcl  gcijis  be 
made  but  20J  covits  long  the  old  dimensions,  which  order  you  must 
observe  for  what  cloth  you  make  hereafter.^ 

Bombay  Letter  t®  Surat,  2/th  June  1677  i Concerning  the 
dearness  of  Bombay  cloth  we  can  only  say  this  that  the  broker 
lays  the  fault  in  the  dearness  of  the  cotton  yarn  which  was  always  the 
Company’s  and  invoiced  at  Hs.  2 or  Rs.  1 J the  pound,  more  than  it  was 
worth  or^  more  than  he  could  provide  it  for  in  Pattan  or  Rajapur. 
Pie  likewise  complains  much  of  the  dearness  of  this  Rajhpur  yarn  now 
sent.  We  shall  make  what  pieces  are  upon  the  loom  and  already 
wove  and  what  yarn  is  ^ already  made  into  lengths  for  the  waste  of 
the  cloth  cannot  be  remedied ; but  what  is  made  in  the  future  shall  be 
but  20 1 covits  long.^ 

Bombay  Letter  to  Surat,  6th  December  1677  : We  have  laden 
aboaid  the  Success  18  bales  of  Bombay  baftas.  M^e  should  have 
iwocured  a far  greater  quantity  but  that  the  weavers  run  all  away 
from  Bimurly  (Bhiwndi)  where  we  were  promised  a good  parcel. 
As  to  their  goodness  we  must  leave  the  goods  to  speak  for  them- 
selves.^ 

Courffs  Letter  to  Surat,  18th  August,  1683:  We  have  seen  some 
cotton  knit  stockings  said  to  be  made  at  Goa  and  Bombay  which  cost 
theie  about  12d,  to  16c7.  per  pair  and  some  hner  to  18(7,  j provide  for 
us  300  dozen  of  men^s  ditto  stockings  and  POO  dozen  of  women^s,  upon 


1 Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  3 of  1677  ■ 1700,  23. 
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the  best  and  cheapest  terms  yon  can  and  o£  different  fineness^  some  of 
the  meanest  and  some  middling^  and  some  of  the  best  that  are  usnally 
maded 

Courtis  Letter  to  Surat,  16th  November  1683  : Set  up  in  Bombay 
the  manufacture  of  knitting  cotton  stockings  such  as  are  usually  made 
at  Goa  and  send  us  four  or  five  hundred  of  them  of  several  sorts  most 
fine.^ 

Courtis  Letter  to  Surat,  7th  April  1684  : We  consider  that  Broach 
is  as  cheap  a place  for  the  buying  of  cotton  wool  as  any  place  we  know 
in  India,  and  we  consider  that  a great  deal  of  it  may  be  bought  for  a 
little  money  and  may  be  transported  by  some  of  our  ships  to  Bombay 
while  they  lie  still  in  Swally  Hole  without  any  change  (charge  ?)  to  us  ; 
and  therefore  we  do  recommend  to  your  consideration  the  sending  of 
40  or  50  tons  thither,  to  be  put  out  to  spinners  and  weavers  to  be 
made  into  such  sort  of  cloth  as  the  poor  people  upon  Bombay  can  best 
perform.  If  such  a thing  were  known  to  be  intended  and  that  such 
work  would  be  constant  upon  the  island,  we  are  apt  to  persuade 
ourselves  that  many  good  spinners  and  weavers  would  repair  from  the 
mainland  to  that  island,  especially  if  you  keep  always  such  a store  of 
paddy  and  rice  by  you  that  the  price  may  be  moderate  and  no  danger 
of  scarcity.  We  know  it  is  not  easy  to  fall  into  a right  method  for 
delivering  out  cotton  and  receiving  our  own  again  justly  in  yarn  or 
cloth ; but  it  is  not  impossible,  we  having  long  practised  the  same  thing 
by  silk  at  Cassum  Bazar  where  we  have  peons  expert  at  it  who  do  ease 
our  Chief  and  Council  of  much  of  the  trouble.^ 

Courks  Letter  to  Surat,  7th  April  1684  : Besides  cotton  send  some 
proper  silk  to  Bombay  to  be  wrought  into  manufacture  such  as  they 
can  best  perform ; but  let  them  not  be  made  so  strong  as  those  of 
Thana,  which  by  reason  of  their  strength  were  greasy.  Let  none 
have  our  work  but  such  only  as  will  become  inhabitants  upon  our 
island  of  Bombay,  and  persuade  all  you  can  from  the  main  to  go  over 
and  settle  at  Bombay  upon  the  terms  of  having  constant  work.^ 

Courks  Letter  to  Surat,  7th  April  1684  : Agree  with  all  our 
workmen  (at  Bombay)  in  silk  and  cotton  (which  we  hope  with  your 
care  and  contrivance  may  prove  to  be  very  numerous)  to  take  half  their 
pay  in  rice  at  the  Company’s  price,  the  other  half  in  money.  When  we 
speak  of  rice  before  in  this  letter,  we  frequently  mention  the  Company’s 
price,  but  have  not  told  you  what  that  is,  neither  can  we  tell  you.  That 
must  be  set  from  time  to  time  by  yourselves  as  the  assize  of  bread  is  at 
London  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Court  of  Aldermen,  at  such  moderate 
rates  that  we  may  be  sure  to  be  paid  for  the  charge  and  freight  of  our 
shipping,  rent  of  our  storehouses,  officers'’  and  labourers'’  wages  in 
receiving  and  delivering,  10  per  cent  interest  for  our  money,  with  some 
allowance  for  waste  and  spoil  that  will  sometimes  happen  by  vermin  or 
otherwise  though  you  do  what  you  can  to  prevent  it.  Great  care* 
must  likewise  be  taken  that  the  storekeeper  you  trust  in  this  business 
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2 Pub.  Dep,  Court’s  L.  Vol.  1 of  1681  - 1685,  64. 

3 Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  1 of  1681  - 1685,  77. 
^ Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  1 of  1681  - 1685^  70, 
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be  a right  careful  and  honest  man  whom  we  will  have  to  pass  his 
account  of  stores  with  our  book-keeper  once  in  every  month  and  the 
balance  and  remainder  thereof  alw^ays  monthly  entered  in  your 
Consultation  Book  that  our  Council  may  always  have  a record  before 
them  for  what  we  have  in  store,  as  they  have  of  our  cash.^ 

Bombay  General  Letter  to  the  Company,  29th  December  1686  : This 
island  did  formerly  vend  a considerable  quantity  of  Europe  manufactures 
as  broadcloth,  perpetuanoes,  aud  lead,  and  it  would  be  convenient  such 
things  were  in  the  warehouses  for  sale,  by  which  means  it  would  draw 
trading  to  the  island,  and  advance  the  customs  yearly.  Here  is  of 
late  many  silk  weavers  and  others  come  from  Thana  and  Chaul ; and 
if  encouragement  is  given,  they  will  daily  come  from  other  parts  to  us. 
The  Portuguese  merely  tyrannise  over  those  poor  people  and  exact 
such  great  taxes  and  customs  from  them  that  they  fly  from  the  cities  and 
principal  places  of  trade. ^ 

Surat  Diary,  2nd  December  1719  : Beeeived  a letter  from  the 
President  and  Council  of  Bombay,  dated  the  24th  ultimo,  advising  that 
on  complaint  of  the  weavers  the  tannahs  (warp)  provided  by  our  brokers 
being  dearer  than  usual  they  will  send  them  up  to  be  returned.^  They 
also  direct  samples  of  the  several  sorts  and  colours  of  broadcloth  wdth 
proper  remarks  thereon  to  be  sent  down  and  recommend  the  speedy 
provision  of  Guinea  stuffs  and  the  Niccannees  for  the  Europe  shipping.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  25th  January  1724:  Janoji 
mukddam  and  other  weavers  petitioning  the  Board  to  be  advanced 
Rs.  6000  for  making  a provision  of  raw  silk  the  ensuing  season  and 
for  laying  in  batty  for  the  season  for  their  families,  their  account  on 
the  general  books  being  now  almost  cleared,  it  is  agreed  that  we  advance 
them  that  sum.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  2nd  October  1724:  The  Kalyhn 
weavers  having  brought  in  2598  pieces  of  Guinea  goods,  which  on 
examination  appearing  to  be  better  than  muster,  they  are  accordingly 
accepted  of ; and  the  Accountant  laying  before  the  Board  their  account 
current  with  the  Honourable  Company,  there  is  a balance  due  to  said 
weavers  of  Rs.  1518  1 qr.  20  res;  it  is  directed  that  the  same  be  paid 
them  and  agreed  that  at  their  request  we  advance  them  the  sum  of 
Rs.  1500  more.® 

Bombay  Government  Letter  to  Surat,  24th  January  1725  : Our 
weavers  are  in  want  of  the  cotton  yarn  we  formerly  directed  to  be 
provided  at  Cambay ; renew  your  orders  to  our  factor  there  that  it  be 
sent  us  with  all  expedition.'^ 

Bombay  Government  Letter  to  Surat,  6th  March  1725  : We  must 
not  omit  to  remind  you  of  sending  the  cotton  yarn  we  formerly 
directed  by  the  first  conveyance,  our  weavers  here  being  in  great  want 
thereof  for  carrying  on  that  manufacture  agreeable  to  the  contract 
made  with  the  Honourable  Company.® 

^ Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  1 of  1681  - 1685,  81,  83. 

2 Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677  - 1687,  42,  43. 

^ See  above  under  Imports,  an  extract  regarding  Cambay  tdnndbs  for  the  use  of  the 
island.  ^ Surat  Fact.  Diary  611  of  1719-20.  ^ Pub.  Diary  2 of  1724,  17. 

6 Pub.  Diary  2 of  1724,  123- 124.  ^ 8urat  Fact.  Diary  612  of  1723  - 1725. 

* Surat  Fact.  Diary  612  of  1723  - 1725. 
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Bom1)ay  Government  Letter  to  Surat,  7tli  Febrnary  1726’:  Our 
weavers  are  in  want  of  500  pieces  of  blue  cotton  thread,  each  of  gross, 
wliich  do  you  give  Mr.  Innes  directions  to  provide  and  send  hither  by 
the  first  opportunity  that  offers  by  any  of  your  boats  or  slooj^.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  31st  May  1728:  Janoji 
muhldain  of  the  weavers,  employed  oil  making  Bombay  stuffs,  presents 
a petition  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others  setting  forth  the  hardship  and 
loss  will  accrue  to  them  if  the  Honourable  Company  take  not  off  their 
hands  the  quantity  of  those  stuffs  for  making  of  which  they  had 
provided  themselves  with  materials,  the  tannahs  as  part  thereof  being 
bought  of  the  Honourable  Company  at  an  advanced  price  which  they 
have  no  other  means  to  dispose  of  but  to  the  Company  except  at  such  a 
loss  as  they  are  not  able  to  bear.  They  do  therefore  pray  as  they  have 
left  wherewithal  on  their  hands  to  make  about  400  pieces,  we  will  take 
into  consideration  the  relieving  them  by  taking  off  that  quantity  at  the 
Usual  price  of  Bs.  7 a piece.  This  their  case  seeming  to  be  as  they 
represent  it,  that  the  materials  remaining  with  them  cannot  be  otherwise 
applied  than  in  making  those  stuffs  except  to  their  very  great  loss,  it 
is  agreed  the  said  weavers  be  so  far  considered  as  that  we  accept  of  the 
said  quantity  of  400  pieces  or  thereabouts  at  the  rate  , of  RSi 
provided  they  be  made  equally  good  with  those  already  received*^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  27th  August  1731  : Upon 
receiving  orders  by  the  Duke  of  Gumherland  to  send  home  no  more 
coloured  goods,  the  weavers  formerly  encouraged  to  come  hither  for 
the  making  of  Bombay  stuffs  were  forbid  making  any  such  as  it  was 
apprehended  that  those  goods  were  included  in  the  general  prohibition. 
The  miikndam  of  the  said  weavers  petitions  the  Board  setting  forth  the 
distressed  condition  that  they  and  their  families  are  in  for  want  of 
employment,  which  chiefly  consisted  in  making  the  said  fabric  and 
humbly  implores  we  would  take  their  ease  into  consideration  and  permit 
them  to  deliver  into  the  Company’s  warehouse  such  a quantity  of  the 
said  goods  as  they  shall  be  able  to  make  hereafter  at  the  usual  ])rice  of 
Rs.  7 a piece,  as  the  only  means  of  supporting  them  and  their  families. 
Debating  on  this  petition,  the  President  observes  that  on  the  Windhoitd s 
departure  for  England  we  took  such  of  the  said  goods  as  they  had  then 
remaining  in  their  hands  in  consideration  that  they  had  paid  the 
Company  10  per  cent  on  the  cost  of  the  materials  ^vhereof  the  said 
goods  were  made,  but  paid  them  no  more  but  Rs.  G|  per  piece  for  the 
same,  and  proposes  to  olfer  them  the  same  price  for  such  a quantity  as 
they  shall  be  able  to  make  before  the  departure  of  the  next  returning 
ship  for  England.  Accordingly  the  mokddom  is  called  in  and 
'acquainted  with  the  said  proposal.  But  he  pleads  that  several  materials 
are  much  dearer  now  than  formerly  as  well  as  all  manner  of  provisions 
and  that  he  cannot  possibly  abate  any  thing  of  Rs,  7 at  which  rate  he 
makes  it  appear  the  workmen  get  no  more  than  8 pice  a day.  At  length 
he  is  brought  to  accept  of  Rs.  6-14-0.  Though  the  said  goods  are  not 
'Specified  in  the  list  of  investment  now  ordered  from  England,  yet  as  no 
fault  has  been  found  with  those  that  were  sent  by  the  Windham,  and 
dhat  by  complying  with  the  weavers^  petitions  we  shall  employ  a great 
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number  of  poor  inhabitants  on  the  island^  it  is  agreed  that  we  accept  of 
such  a quantity  of  the  said  stuffs  as  they  shall  be  able  to  deliver  into 
the  warehouse  to  the  1st  of  January  next  (1732)  and  the  warehouse- 
keeper  is  directed  to  receive  them  accordingly^  and  that  we  give  directions 
to  the  mukddam  to  continue  making  the  said  stuffs  until  he  has  orders 
to  the  contrary.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  Letteiq  7th  March  1733,  para  34;  The 
small  quantities  of  Bombay  stuffs  turned  to  a better  account  than  any 
article  of  piece  goods  whatsoever,  and  as  they  are  manufactured  upon 
your  island,  do  you  encourage  the  weavers  by  increasing  the  demands. 
As  their  number  is  but  small,  you  may  promise  to  take  off  their 
hands  as  many  as  they  can  make  of  the  same  goodness  with  those  we 
received  this  year.  And  raw  silk  being  part  of  their  fabric,  you  must 
write  to  tlie  President  and  Council  in  the  Bay  to  send  }ou  annually  a 
sufficient  supply  upon  our  account  to  furnish  the  weavers,  obliging 
them  to  make  a proportionable  allowance  in  the  price  of  the  stuffs,^ 

Court  of  Directors^  Letter,  11th  March  1735,  para  52:  You 
supply  us  with  but  a small  quantity  of  Bombay  stuffs  year  after  year, 
notwithstanding  we  have  told  you  how  well  they  answer.  A great 
number  of  weavers  are  residents  in  Surat  and  the  parts  adjacent,  and 
if  some  proper  measures  were  taken,  some  of  them  might  be  induced  to 
take  up  their  abode  on  your  island,  especially  if  you  engage  to  employ 
them  constantly  which  may  safely  be  done  in  this  article  provided  thev 
are  kept  up  to  their  goodness,  as  they  tium  much  better  to  account 
than  any  species  of  goods  from  your  side  of  India.  4Ye  recommend  it  to 
you  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  provide  a large  quantity  for  us.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  1st  October  1735  : Beino- 
informed  that  sundry  weavers  have  deserted  from  Ahmadabad  Dholka 
and  other  parts  where  the  investment  is  usually  made,  and,  as  their  set- 
tling in  Bombay  would  in  time  prove  of  great  advantage  to  the  island, 
it  is  agreed  to  direct  the  gentlemen  at  Surat  to  endeavour  to  persuade 
them  to  retire  hither  and  to  promise  them  employment  and  all  fittiug 
encouragement,  advising  us  on  what  terms  they  are  willing  to  come.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  23rd  November  1735  : The  Surat 
Chief  and  factors  in  their  letter  of  16th  November  1735  say  they  will 
endeavour  to  prevail  upon  the  weavers  who  have  deserted  from  the  parts 
about  Ahmadabad  to  retire  hither,  but  they  apprehend  they  shall  meet 
with  some  opposition  therein  from  those  who  benefit  by  bavin o the 
care  or  inspection  of  their  investments.^  In  a subsequent  letter  of 
12th  December  1735  they  add,  by  opposition  they  did  not  mean  it 
from  any  of  their  own  servants  but  from  the  mukddam  of  the  said 
weavers.® 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  31st  December  1735  : The 
mnkdchrm  of  the  weavers  having  requested  us  to  advance  him  Bs.  4000 
to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  investment  of  Bombay  stuffs,  the  amount 
of  which  will  be  repaid  by  the  goods  they  will  deliver  in  and  as  the 


1 Pub.  Diary  4 of  1731,  102-103.  ^ Comp,  of  Ftand.  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-1721  97 

■'  Comp,  of  Stand.  Oixl.  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  99.  ^ Pub.  Diary  8 of  1734-35  239* 

^ Fiih.  Diary  8 of  1734-36,  263.  6 Y)mry  8 of  1734-35,  282. 
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^Ivancing  them  such  a sum  will  be  an  encouragement  to  them  to 
increase  the  quantity^  the  President  is  desired  to  pay  the  samed 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  31st  March  1736  : According  to 
our  recommendations  to  procure  a Ixxly  of  weavers  to  settle  at  Bombay 
the  supervisor  brings  with  him  one  Bamanji  Patel  who  has  olfered  his 
services  on  that  occasion.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  13th  September  1736  : Bamanjl 
Patel,  mukcidam  of  the  weavers,  who  came  down  hither  from  Surat 
with  Mr.  Braddyll  having  agreed  to  bring  hither  forty  or  fifty  families 
of  weavers  to  settle  upon  the  island  on  condition  that  we  build  small 
habitations  for  them  and  let  them  live  therein  rent  free  for  two  years, 
when  they  will  either  pay  rent  or  reimburse  the  Honourable  Company 
the  charge  of  building  said  habitations.  As  a number  of  weavers 
settling  here  will  certainly  be  of  great  advantage  as  well  in  lowering 
the  price  of  the  goods  as  mending  the  fabric  as  they  will  be  more 
immediately  under  our  inspection,  it  is  agreed  that  a double  range  of 
houses  to  the  number  of  forty  be  set  about,  but  that  the  paymasteV  lay 
before  us  a calculate  of  the  expense  before  they  are  begun. ^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  8th  October  17  36  : The  land 
paymaster  lays  before  the  Board  a calculate  of  the  charge  of  building 
forty  small  habitations  for  the  accommodation  of  so  many  families  of 
weavers  which,  supposing  the  walls  to  be  of  mud  covered  with  chunam 
and  the  roofs  tiled,  will  amount  to  lls.  4736,  and  if  the  walls  be  of 
tattds,  the  same  is  computed  at  Bs.  3386.  But  as  the  first  mentioned 
will  be  safer  from  accidents  of  fire,  more  durable  and  in  want  of  less 
rejDair,  it  is  agreed  that  they  be  built  after  that  manner  and  directed 
that  the  paymaster  see  them  set  about  and  finished  with  the  necessary 
expedition,  taking  care  that  all  possible  frugality  be  observed  therein.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  12th  November  1736:  The 
vereadores  of  Bombay  having  made  an  examination  and  report  of  the 
loss  that  will  accrue  to  sundry  Kunbis  and  others  who  occupy  the 
ground  whereon  the  habitations  for  weavers  are  ordered  to  be  built  by 
destroying  the  greens  and  others  articles  planted  thereon,  amounting  to 
Rs.  225-1 -65§,  and  it  being  but  reasonable  that  said  peojfie  should  be 
satisfied  for  the  damage  sustained  by  them,  the  land  pavmaster  is 
directed  to  make  them  easy  on  the  best  terms  he  can.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  19th  November  1736  : The 
mukddam  of  the  weavers  requesting  an  advance  of  Rs.  40(>0  to  carry 
on  the  investment  of  Bombay  stuffs,  the  same  is  agreed  to  and  directed 
that  it  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury.  The  said  mukddam  representing 
that  the  advance  of  ten  per  cent  on  the  tannahs  delivered  to  the  weavers 
is  a great  discouragement  to  them,  and  that  a large  quantity  might  be 
procured  if  they  were  favoured  more  in  that  article,  and  considering 
that  the  Honourable  Company  tell  us  this  sort  answers  better  than 
any  other  coloured  goods  and  that  they  recommend  to  us  to  increase 
the  quantity,  it  is  agreed  to  deliver  the  tannahs  at  only  five  per  cent 
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advance  to  the  weavers  on  the  miilxadam  s promising*  to  deliver  fifteen 
hundred  pieces  of  Bombay  stuffs  the  following  year.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  14th  May  1737  : In  their  letter 
of  7th  May  1737  the  Surat  Chief  and  factors  say  they  had  been  very 
pressing  with  Baman  Patel  for  pre[)aring  the  families  of  weavers  for 
this  island,  but  he  representing  there  was  no  cotton  yarn  provided  to  set 
them  at  work  and  pretending  that  they  were  unwilling  to  come  on 
account  of  the  Maiathas,  they  must  defer  getting  them  to  us  till  after 
the  rains,  and  no  endeavours  on  their  parts  shall  be  wanting  to  encourage 
themg 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  8th  July  1737  : Janoji,  mulxddam 
of  the  weavers,  requesting  to  be  advanced  Bs.  5U00  for  carrying  on  the 
investment  of  Bombay  stuffs,  it  is  directed  that  that  sum  be  paid  him 
out  of  the  treasury.'^ 

Court  of  Directors^  Letter,  6th  January  1738,  para  46  : This  para 
recommends  and  approves  the  encouraging  the  weavers  and  thereby 
procuring  a large  number  of  Bombay  stuffs  annually.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  301  h March  1738  : Janoji,  the 
mukddam  of  the  weavers,  having  delivered  in  Bombay  stuffs  equal  to 
the  amount  of  the  money  advanced  him  within  Bs.  5000,  and  now 
requesting  a further  sum  of  Bs.  5000  to  carry  on  the  investment  of 
those  stuffs,  it  is  ordered  that  that  sum  be  paid  him  out  of  the 
treasury.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  16th  February  1739  ; Jdnoji, 
mukddam  of  the  weavers,  applying  for  a quantity  of  raw  silk  to  supj^ly 
the  Bombay  manufactures,  it  is  agreed  to  deliver  him  the  nine  bales 
received  by  the  None?/  on  the  HonouraLle  Company's  account  at 
twenty-five  per  cent  advance  on  the  invoice  and  the  warehouse-keeper 
is  ordered  to  deliver  him  the  samej 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  30th  May  1 739  : Cn  this  occasion 
of  Avriting  to  Surat,  it  is  agreed  take  notice  of  the  weavers'^ 
proposals  of  making  essays  both  of  the  Bejutapauts  and  Guiirea  stuff's 
according  to  the  musters  of  the  several  sortments  from  Surat,  in  the 
prospect  Ave  have  of  retaining  and  finding  Avork  for  these  artiticers  aaIio 
have  taken  refuge  here  from  the  trouble  of  the  neighbouring*  countries 
and  are  different  from  those  emplo^md  on  the  Boinbay  stuffs.  But  as 
Ave  are  not  thoroughly  acquainted  aa  ith  the  particular  sorts  most  in 
demand  at  home  and  consequently  AAdiere  the  least  risk  may  be  run 
in  increasing  the  quantity  orderetl  by  the  last  letter  of  investment,  Ave 
shall  expect  Mr.  Lambe^s  opinion  in  this  matter  before  aau  Aunture  on 
any  contract ; the  Avhole  of  Avhich  is  entirely  agreeable  to  our  Honourable 
Masters^  directions  in  the  43rd  and  46  th  paragraphs  of  their  letter  by 
the  Nassaiid 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  30th  May  1739  : Janoji,  the 
mukddam  of  the  Aveavers,  applying  for  a sum  to  be  furnished  him  for, 


’ Pul).  Diary  9 of  173G,  469. 
nkil).  Diary  10  of  1736-.37,  loG 


sPiih.  Diary  10  of  1736-37,  119. 

Comp- of  Staiul.  Ord.  Vol.  I of  1715-1721,101.. 
Pviln  Diary  11  of  1737-38,  80.  « Pub.  Diary  12  of  1738-39,  68. 

Ukib.  Diary  12  of  173^39,  199. 


Advance  to 
Weavers, 
1740. 


Materials] 


AND  ISLAND.  141 

eaiTj’ing'  on  his  nnclertaking^  it  is  ordered  that  Rs.  f:000  he  advanced 
him  on  that  account d 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  8th  August  1740  : Jaiioji  Ilarbaji, 
'nmkd(hiiii  o£  the  weavers,  requiring  an  advance  as  customary  of 
Bs.  2000  for  carrying  on  the  investment  of  stuffs  on  the  island,  it  is 
ordered  that  the  treasury  issue  the  same  and  his  account  be  charged 
there  with  d 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  13th  October  1747  : Our  weavers 
not  being  willing  to  contract  for  the  Bombay  stuffs  under  Rs.  the 
piece  on  account  of  the  price  of  the  raw  silk  being  nigli  double  what  it 
used  to  be  when  they  undertook  this  investment  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  6-14-0 
the  piece,  it  is  agreed  that  we  defer  contracting  for  them  until  it  can 
be  done  on  more  reasonable  terms  lest  by  consenting  to  raise  it  now,  it 
should  prove  difficult  to  lower  it  hereafter.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  13th  June  1758:  The  President 
Mr.  Richard  Bourchier  informs  the  Board  that  he  has  incurred  a 
considerable  expense  in  briuging  a set  of  weavers  upon  the  island  from 
Bassein  for  setting  up  a manufacture  proper  for  Jidda  and  other 
western  ports  and  expects  he  shall  be  able  to  j)rocure  many  more ; but 
that  as  he  pays  customs  on  the  raw  silk,  cochineah  and  other  materials  used 
by  them,  he  finds  he  cannot  carry  it  on  if  obliged  to  pay  an  exi^rt  duty 
likewise,  and  desiring  the  opinion  of  the  Board  as  to  the  j^i’opriety 
thereof,  it  is  resolved  that  the  same  be  referred  to  our  Honourable 
Masters,  and  in  order  to  encourage  the  manufacture  which  may  in  a few 
years  become  a great  benefit  to  this  island,  that  no  export  duty  be 
levied  thereon  till  their  23leasure  is  known. ^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  1 0th  February  1761  : The  weavers 
at  this  place  having  represented  in  a letter  to  the  President  that  they 
used  formerly  to  be  supplied  with  proper  silk  and  blue  cotton  yarn  by 
the  Honourable  Company  for  making  Bombay  stuffs  on  allowing  25 
per  cent  on  the  former  and  10  per  cent  on  the  latter,  when  they  delivered 
them  at  Rs.  7 per  piece,  but  that  those  and  the  other  necessary  articles 
are  now  so  dear  that  each  piece  will  stand  in  Rs.  10|-,  but  that  if  w-e  wdll 
agree  thereto  and  order  400  pieces  of  cotton  yarn  from  Surat,  they 
will  pay  10  j^er  cent  on  it  clear  of  charges  and  undertake  to  deliver 
500  pieces  within  six  months  from  the  time  they  receive  the  cotton  yarn  ; 
but  as  we  imagine  the  Chief  and  Council  at  Surat  may  be  able  to 
contract  for  them  on  better  terms,  it  is  ordered  that  a muster  be  sent 
with  directions  for  them  to  aequaint  us  as  soon  as  they  can  in  what 
time  and  at  what  price  they  can  provide  the  above  number  of  pieces  for 
the  Europe  market.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter,  16th  April  1762,  para  53  : You  do  well 
to  enquire  into  the  reasons  that  the  contractors  are  deficient  in 
completing  the  investment  at  Surat.  Whatever  the  weavers  may 
pretend,  the  principal  contractor  is  the  person  you  oug*ht  to  look  upon 
as  deserving  censure,  when  deficient  in  his  contract ; and  therefore  as 
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Bamanji  had  failed  in  his  engagements^  ^ve  approve  of  your  agreeing 
with  Jagannath  for  the  present  investment,  though  Bamanjhs  proposals 
were  a small  matter  lower.  From  this  encouragement  given  to 
Jagannath  and  the  precaution  you  took  at  the  beginning  to  prevent  any 
imj)ediments  from  Bamanji^  we  shall  expect  to  find  it  has  been  executed 
in  a satisfactory  manner  and  without  any  deficiency.  For  though  the 
investment  is  not  considerable  a disappointment  is  so  far  prejudicial  as 
it  lessens  the  provision  for  the  timely  despatch  of  our  ships  consigned 
you  as  well  from  the  want  of  the  goods  here.  The  Bombay  stufis  are 
but  an  insignificant  article  in  the  list  of  investment.  The  demand  the 
Bombay  weavers  now  make  for  them  is  so  extravagant  they  will  in  no 
degree  answer ; still  we  are  unwilling  to  drop  entirely  the  making  that 
manufactury  in  the  island.  Therefore  any  reasonable  encouragement 
you  may  think  proper  to  give  the  weavers  with  you  we  shall  not 
disap^^rove  so  as  to  reduce  the  stuffs  to  the  usual  price  or  near  it.^ 

Fisheries, 

The  following  extracts  contain  some  account  of  the  fisheries  of 

O 

Bombay  : 

Consultation  held  in  Bombay,  1st  February  1670:  The  Coolies 
(Kolis)  of  this  island  who  sail  in  small  vessels  to  Surat,  having 
preferred  a petition  desiring  leave  to  export  some  small  quantities  of 
coir  which  being  formerly  denied  them  they  are  much  aggrieved, 
pretending  they  were  not  able  to  sustain  their  families  and  pay  their 
yearly  tax  to  the  Company.  The  Council  therefore  thought  it  requisite 
(for  their  encouragement)  that  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Council  tliat 
shall  be,  have  license  to  gratify  them  with  such  small  quantities  as  they 
shall  think  convenient,  taking  certificates  from  the  customers  how 
much  is  laden  on  each  bark  or  vessel  for  the  preventing  of  abuse. 

Surat  letter  to  the  Company,  dated  Swally  Marine  17th  January 
1676  : The  right  of  fishing  pretended  by. the  Portuguese  is  thus.  The 
inhabitants  of  Tirana,  Bandra,  Karanja,  and  Chaul  now  under  the 
Portuguese  jurisdiction  claimed  by  ancient  custom  the  privilege  of 
fishing  in  the  open  sea  and  in  several  bays  and  creeks  belonging  to 
your  island.  We,  finding  it  prejudicial  to  your  cooleries  or  fishing 
stakes  of  Bombay  W^arli  Mazgaon  and  other  places  and  much 
inconvenient  to  your  people,  thought  good  to  dispute  their  said  privilege 
and  secure  your  right,  having  seized  several  boats  with  their  men  who 
presumed  to  fish  there  after  fair  warning  and  prohibition  given  them. 
This  caused  some  dispute  at  the  time,  but  it  was  fairly  accommodated, 
and  the  boats  and  men  released  on  their  promises  to  keep  in  their  own 
bounds  whereunto  we  shall  confine  them.  We  hope  they  will  not  molest 
hereafter  therein.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter  to  the  Surat  President  and  Council,  7th 
April  1684  : AYe  do  hereby  impose  a yearly  tax  of  one  rupee  a boat 
upon  every  boat  that  does  or  shall  fish  within  onr  bay,  whether 
they  belong  to  ourselves,  Portuguese,  or  any  other  nation ; and  one 


‘ Fiib.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  6 of  1762  - 1764,  29. 
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rupee  per  annum  upon  every  shopkeeper  that  keeps  open  any  shop  in 
any  part  of  our  island,  which  we  require  our  Deputy  Governor  and 
Council  to  levy  accordingdy  impartially  for  our  own  use. 
Notwithstanding  while  you  are  in  danger  of  differing  with  the 
' Portuguiese,  if  you  shall  think  it  our  interest  for  political  ends  to  keep  a 
close  friendship  with  Sambhaji^  you  may  excuse  all  his  fishing  vessels 
i from  the  tax  aforesaid,  and  the  Portuguese  if  they  agree  to  take  off 
i the  customs  they  have  injuriously  laid  on  us  at  Thana  and  Karanja.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  Letteiq  5th  April  1715,  para  101  : Do  not 
■ suffer  any  body  to  oppress  the  fishermen  by  forcing  them  to  sell  the 
fish  to  a particular  person.  Let  the  market  be  free  to  every  body.  If 
1;  you  shall  find  good  reason  to  lessen  any  duty  on  the  licenses  for  fishing, 

I or  lay  it  open  for  all,  and  that  it  will  be  a g’eneral  benefit,  we  give  you 
leave  so  to  do.  But  then  let  us  know  what  were  the  motives  that 
' induced  you  thereunto  for  our  further  orders  thereon.^ 

Letter  from  Messrs.  Owen  Phillipps,  Horne^  and  Sutton  to  the 
Honourable  Charles  Boone,  dated  Bombay  15th  June  1720  : In 
obedience  to  the  Honourable  PresidenCs  commands  we  summoned  all 
the  coolies  of  IMaz^^aon  and  Dongri  to  enquire  into  the  reason  of 
complaints  the  English  inhabitants  make  for  want  of  fish  and  if  possible 
to  remedy  it  for  the  future.  On  examination  we  found  several  of  the 
fishing  coolies  had  been  taken  from  the  Dolkars  or  owners  of  large 
fishing  nets  for  such  government  servants  and  others  as  had  a right 
to  the  use  of  a palanquin  and  bearers.  We  therefore  took  a muster 
of  all  the  Kolis  and  found  a sufhcient  number  to  allow  each  Mazgaon 
Dolkar  six  men  and  a boy  and  the  Dongui  Dolkars  five  men  and  a boy 
each,  and  that  there  would  be  enough  left  for  all  the  other  services  of 
the  island.  We  therefore  judge  it  will  be  now  their  own  fault  if  they 
do  not  supply  all  the  inhabitants  with  fish,  and  humbly  propose  that 
they  be  ordered  to  bring  one  cwt.  every  other  day  to  the  market^  and 
that  the  price  be  lowered  to  one  ditydni  or  dukdni  the  pound  which 
will  probably  make  them  the  more  assiduous-  all  which  is  humbly 
submitted  to  your  Honours  consideration  and  determination.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  20th  June  1720  : The  report  of 
Messrs.  Phillipps  Horne  and  Sutton  relating  to  the  fishery  was  read ; 
and  after  debate  thereon,  ordered  that  the  price  of  fish  be  reduced  to  one 
dugdni  the  pound,  and  that  one  cwt.  be  brought  to  the  market  . . 
and  that  Mr.  Sutton,  clerk  of  the  market,  give  public  notice  as  usual 
in  the  bazar.'^ 

On  the  4th  August  1726  Government  write  to  the  Collector:  The 
decay  of  the  fishery  at  Mazgaon  being  represented  to  be  chiefly  owing 
to  the  ^yant  of  a due  regulation  in  the  coolery,  it  is  thought  expedient 
to  appoint  a certain  number  for  such  employments  wherein  they  will 
be  more  useful  and  enrol  them  so  as  not  to  be  taken  for  other  services 
excej^t  on  emergent  occasions  for  the  public ; to  wit : To  be  bred 
carpenters  24,  caulkers  30,  sawyers  30.  The  12  DolkaiV  houses  to  be 
supplied  for  fishing  with  108  men  and  boys;  their  number  to  be  kept 
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lip  with  fresh  supplies  as  any  shall  be  occasionally  dropped  off  and 
those  then  remaining  to  be  employed  as  hired  servants  to  the  inhabitants 
as  there  shall  be  occasion  for  them.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  2iBt  October  1736  : The 
Dolkars  of  Mazgaon  and  Dongri  having  made  frequent  complaints 
that  so  many  Kolis  belonging  to  those  cooleries  are  employed  in  carrying 
palanquins  that  they  have  not  men  enough  left  for  the  service  of  the 
lisheries,  thereby  rendering  them  incapable  of  paying  the  Honourable 
Companyh  pension.  To  remedy  this  for  the  future  it  is  directed  that 
nobody  be  permitted  to  have  palanquin  Kolis  from  either  of  the  above 
mentioned  places  except  such  persons  as  are  allowed  them  by  the 
Honourable  Company.  It  is  ordered  that  the  receiver  of  the  revenues 
see  that  this  resolution  be  strictly  complied  with.^ 

Bombay  Government  Cons nltation,  31st  December  173(3:  And  as 
Bhiku  Sinay,  the  present  overseer  of  the  coolery  at  Dongri,  is  too 
much  taken  up  with  his  business  as  fariuer  of  the  tobacco  rent  and 
interpreter  to  the  Mayor^s  Court  to  give  the  due  attendance  to  his 
other  employ;  it  is  directed  that  Bustamji  Dorabji  be  appointed 
overseer  of  the  said  coolery  in  his  stead. ^ 

Bombay  Government  Diary,  6th  October  1738  : Account  of  Bombay 
coolery  for  1737-38  rs.  q.  r. 

Amount  outstanding  for  tlie  former  year  (1736-37).  1487  0 60 

Amount  of  the  last  year’s  tribute  from  the  Kolis.  1232  0 12 

Total  ...  2719  0 72 

Paid  into  the  Treasury  at  times  last  year 

(1737-38)  ...  ...  _ ...  ...  1234  2 0 

Bad  Debts  lost  among  the  Kolis  ...  ...  24  2 60 

Servants’  Wages  ...  ...  ...  260  0 0 

Balance  to  be  collected  ...  ...  ...  1200  0 7 

Total  ...  2719  0 72 

Letter  from  the  receiver  of  the  rents  and  revenues  Mr.  George  Scott, 
to  the  President  and  Council,  30th  January  1710:  This  wmits  on 
your  Honour  for  your  notice  regarding  the  cooleries  of  MOzgaon 
and  Dongri,  as  the  grievances  complained  of  seem  to  call  for  some 
redress.  The  usefulness  of  these  sorts  of  people  renders  theni^  so 
necessary  to  the  iskind  in  many  respects,  particularly  that  of  ballasting 
ships,  packing"  of  the  Company's  goods,  and  the  advantages  accruing 
from  the  fishery  business  which  could  not  well  be  carried  on  without 
them,  induce  me  to  believe  your  Honour  Avill  be  pleased  to  take 
into  consideration  a proper  encouragement  in  order  to  prevent  their 
leaving  the  place,  which,  notwithstanding  the  precautions  taken,  some 
of  them  have  made  their  escape  in  merchants^  boats,  affording  them  a 
better  provision  than  the  public  service  upon  the  spot.  The  palanquin 
service  is  what  they  most  complain  of  in  which  yonr  Honour  will 
judge  what  number  may  be  necessary  for  such  persons  of  the 
Honourable  Company^  servants  wdiose  employments  require  their 
keeping  a conveyance  of  this  sort.  If  yonr  Honour  should  esteem  it 


1 Rev.  Diary  22  of  1798,  2062  - 2063. 
3 Pub.  Diary  9 of  1736,  523. 
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convenient  to  relieve  tliem  in  this  respect,  I apj)rehend  they  will  not 
be  further  troublesome.^ 


Bombay  Government  Consultation,  30th  January  1740:  Read  the 
above  letter  from  the  receiver  of  the  rents  and  revenue  setting  forth 
the  grievance  the  Kolis  complain  of,  particularly  as  to  their  being 
employed  in  carrying  palanquins ; which  being  taken  into  consideration, 
the  former  order  which  had  been  grown  into  neglect  is  now  revived 
that  no  one  that  has  not  a right  to  palanquin  Kolis  by  their  station  in 
the  service  or  particular  appointment,  shall  be  allowed  them ; and 
that  considering  the  increased  price  of  all  provisions  and  necessaries 
of  life  and  the  encouragement  given  by  the  Marathas  to  this  tribe  being 
the  most  useful  for  fishery,  land-tilling,  and  in  general  all  labour 
we  give  all  licensed  palanquin  Kolis  half  a rupee  advance  on  their 
present  wages  of  Rs.  3 J per  man  (out  of  which  they  to  pay  half  rupee 
monthly  pension  or  head-money  to  the  Company)  the  whole  of  which 
addition  will  not  exceed  Rs.  27  i a month,  and  serve  to  ease  those 
especially  who  are  put  to  the  hardest  duty  with  the  least  reward  of 
their  labour.^ 


Bombay  Government  Diary,  26th  September  1740  : The  overseers 
of  Bombay  and  Mazgaon  coolery  submit  their  respective  accounts  for 
1739-40  h 


Bomhay- 

Rs. 

q.  r. 

Balance  of  last  account  (1738-39) 

• • • 

1410 

1 0 

Several  tributes  of  the  present  year  (1739-40)  ... 

1459 

0 11 

Total  ... 

2869 

1 11 

Cash  paid  into  the  Treasury 

• • • 

1689 

2 0 

Charges 

• • • 

267 

2 64 

Bticl  I^cbt  •••  ••• 

• • • 

4 

1 8 

13^1^1100  «•« 

• • • 

907 

3 39 

Mahim- 

Total  . . . 

2869 

1 11 

Balance  of  last  year’s  Account 
Amount  of  this  year’s  Account 

• • • 

213 

1 26 

• • • 

667 

2 94 

T otcil  • • • 

881 

0 20 

Paid  into  the  Treasury  ... 

• • • 

287 

0 0 

Sundry  Charges  ... 

• • • 

25 

0 0 

Balance 

• • • 

569 

0 20 

Total  ... 

881 

0 20 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  12th  February  1741  : Read  a 
) letter  from  Mr.  Charles  Crommelin,  Collector  of  the  revenues, 
I representing  in  behalf  of  the  Kolis  of  Dharavi  their  request  for  a loan 
L of  Rs.  100,  that  they  had  some  years  ago  an  indulgence  of  this  nature 
V which  was  punctually  repaid  ; it  is  agreed  therefore  that  as  they  are 
said  to  be  a useful  set  of  people  and  the  sum  now  desired  being  for  the 
> repairing  their  boats  to  carry  on  the  fishery,  the  same  be  advanced 
[ them  and  that  the  Collector  see  to  the  proper  security  being  taken  as 
/ well  as  receiving  back  the  amount.^ 


^ Pub.  Diary  13  of  1739-40,  60.  ^ Dia^y  13  of  1739-40,  59  - 60, 

^ Pub.  Diary  13  of  1739-40,  351-  352.  ^ Pub,  Diary  14  of  1740-41,  72-73. 
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Bombay  Government  Consultation,  16th  March  1744:  The 
Collector  of  the  revenues  representing  in  behalf  of  the  Kolis  of  Warli 
that  several  of  their  fishing  boats  wanting  repair  they  request  a loan 
of  Rs.  100  to  be  repaid  in  two  years;  as  it  will  be  a help  and 
encouragement  to  those  useful  people,  it  is  agreed  to,  and  that  they  be 
not  charged  with  interest.^ 

Bombay  Government  Diary,  14th  September  1744.  Account  of 
Bombay  and  Mdzgaon  coolery  from  1st  August  1743  to  31st  July 
1744^: 

Mdzgaon. 

Balance  of  the  former  year  (1742-43) 

Pension  for  the  last  year  (1743-44)  ... 


Cash  paid  in  ... 

Bad  Debts  written  off 
Sundry  Charges 
Balance  Outstanding 


Balance  of  1742-43 
Produce  of  1743-44 


Cash  paid  in 

Bad  Debts  written  off 

Sundry  Charges 


Total 


Total 


Bombay* 


Total 


• • * 

• * • 

• • • 


Rs. 

q- 

r. 

344 

2 

32 

819 

0 

50 

1163 

2 

82 

872 

2 

33 

143 

3 

77 

62 

3 

66 

84 

1 

6 

1163 

2 

82 

148 

0 

4 

1302 

3 

40 

1450 

3 

44 

1156 

3 

38 

33 

2 

66 

260 

1 

40 

Total  ...  1450 

Bombay  Government  Diary,  30th  September  1746, 
Bombay  and  Mdzgaon  cooleries,  account  for  1745-46^: 

Bombay.  Rs. 

Balance  of  1744-45  ...  ...  ...  67 

Several  tributes,  pension  &c.  of  1745-46  ...  2038 


3 44 

Overseers  of 


q.  r. 

3 78 
3 47 


Paid  into  the  Treasury  ... 
Charges 

Balance  ...  ... 


Balance  of  1744-45 
Amount  of  1745-46 


Mdzgaon, 


Paid  into  the  Treasury  ... 

Charges 

Balance 


Total  . . . 

2106 

3 

25 

• • • 

1680 

0 

0 

272 

0 

0 

• • • 

154 

3 

25 

Total  ... 

2106 

3 

25 

• • • 

82 

1 

49 

• • * 

859 

3 

49 

Total  ... 

942 

0 

98 

• * • 

755 

1 

0 

63 

0 

17 

• • • 

123 

3 

81 

Total  ... 

942 

0 

98 

The  account  of  the  Bombay  and  Mazgaon  cooleries  for  1746-47 
amounted  to  Bs.  2851-1-71.^ 


^ Pub.  Diary  17  of  1744,  96 
^ Pub.  Diary  19  of  1746,  323. 


2 Pub.  Diary  17  of  1744,  274  - 275. 
i Bom.  Govl  Diary  13th  Oct.  1747,  Pub.  Diary  20  of  1747,  370. 
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Letter  from  the  Collector  Mr.  ByfelA  to  the  President,  13th  October 
1747  : The  Moory  (Mori)  Kolis  at  Warli  have  hitherto  been  indulged 
with  the  easy  pension  of  three-quarters  of  a rupee  each  without  having 
the  least  pretension  to  it.  For  notwithstanding  they  have  no  fishing 
stakes  of  their  own,  still  by  being  employed  in  the  boats  of  those  that 
have,  they  receive  the  same  advantage  as  the  Woomanys  and  conse- 
quently ought  to  pay  the  same  pension  which  is  Es.  1-1-50  each.^ 

Letter  from  the  Collector  to  the  President,  13th  October  1747  : In 
the  district  of  Mahim  upwards  of  400  other  side  (that  is  across  harbour) 
Kolis  have  settled  with  their  families  and  are  exempt  from  paying  any 
pension,  notwithstanding  they  receive  the  same  advantage  by  going  in 
boats  as  those  settled  at  Bombay  who  pay  annually  Re.  1-0-36 
each.  This  I presume  ought  to  be  levied  upon  them,  more  especially 
as  many  leave  the  coolery  here  annually  and  resort  thither  in  order 
to  screen  themselves  under  that  indulgence  vdiich  is  very  prejudicial 
to  the  fishery  in  general.^ 

Bombay  Consultation,  26th  April  1748:  The  Collector  of  the 
revenues  in  his  above  letter  of  13th  October  1747,  representing  that 
there  are  upwards  of  400  other  side  Kolis  settled  with  their  families 
in  the  district  of  Mahim  that  are  exempt  from  paying  any  pension 
I notwithstanding  they  receive  the  same  advantage  by  going  in  boats 
i as  those  settled  at  Bombay  who  pay  annually  a pension  of  Re.  1-0-36 
: each^  it  is  agreed  that  in  future  said  pension  be  levied  on  them 
f in  like  manner  as  those  at  Bombay,  as  otherwise  the  latter  will  think 
themselves  partially  dealt  by.^ 

Court  of  Directors'  letter,  5th  April  1754,  para  163:  We  are  in- 
( formed  there  may  be  about  five  hundred  useful  people  called  cooleys 
: (Kolis)  on  the  island,  who  fish  for  the  inhabitants  in  general  and 
i procure  a supply  for  exportation.  They  give  a revenue  of  about 
> Rs.  3000  a year,  are  a nursery  for  carpenters  and  caulkers,  and  are 
frequently  sent  with  expresses  to  the  subordinate  settlements.^  These 
; people  are  said  to  be  so  much  employed  in  carrying  palanquins  that 
I the  fishery  is  much  distressed  and  the  inhabitants  as  well  as 
j themselves  suffer  in  consequence.  In  order  therefore  to  remedy  this 
( apparent  inconvenience,  we  direct  that  our  Governor,  Council,  Superin- 
[ tendent.  Mayor,  Chaplains,  Surgeons,  and  such  English  as  have  families, 

! together  with  such  others  of  our  servants  as  may  be  thought  entitled  by 
' the  Governor,  be  alone  permitted  to  have  cooleys  (Kolis)  in  their 
[ service.^ 

Court  of  Directors'  letter,  25th  April  1759,  para  57  : We  entirely 
' approve  of  your  easing  the  fishery  in  building  small  advice  boats  for 
j our  service,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  during  the  war  they  must  be 
\ extremely  useful.^ 

Court  of  Directors'  letter,  25th  April  1759,  paras^  147  to  150: 
If  there  is  no  barrack  master  nor  any  care  taken  to  furnish  the  soldiers 


1 Pub  Diary  20  of  1747,  372.  Woomanys  seems  to  mean  Kolis  of  Old  Woman’s 
i Island.  * 2 pab.  Diary  20  of  1747,  372.  ^ Pub.  Diary  21  of  1748,  146  - 147. 

‘ 4 Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letter  Vol.  4 of  1752  - 1756,  182. 

‘ ® Pub,  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  5 of  1757  - 1761,  173. 
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with  provisions  but  that  they  receive  their  pay  and  buy  food  where 
they  can  get  it,  we  say  this  is  a most  shameful  neglect.  For  certainly 
the  dissolute  will  lay  out  their  money  in  arrack  and  then  they  must 
rob  to  support  themselves  or  starve.  But  were  they  all  sober  and  in- 
clined to  be  regular,  it  is  well  known  that  flesh  can  seldom  be  procured 
by  any  but  the  principal  inhabitants  and  fish  is  often  as  scarce.  There- 
fore we  can  hardly  believe  you  capable  of  such  misconduct,  because 
you  must  not  only  be  divested  of  common  humanity  but  blind  to  our 
interest  and  your  own  safety.  If  the  complaint  of  the  bread  is  just, 
they  have  been  scandalously  injured. 

To  relieve  the  soldiers  and  our  subjects  in  general,  we  lay  down  the 
following  rules  which  we  expect  are  immediately  carried  into  execu- 
tion : 

Beceive  proposals  for  a barrack  master  to  furnish  the  soldiers 
with  good  and  wholesome  food  with  such  allowances  and  encourage- 
ments as  may  be  adequate  to  his  trouble. 

In  like  manner  receive  public  proposals  for  the  bread  and  biscuit. 
The  bakers  to  be  subject  to  heavy  penalties  inserted  in  their  contract 
if  the  bread  or  biscuit  is  short  in  weight  or  goodness.  Justices  of 
Peace  to  hear  and  determine  all  such  complaints  and  the  clerk 
of  the  market  to  be  directed  to  be  strict  in  his  duty  to  forward  all 
information.  If  more  than  one  baker  is  employed  we  recommend  it 
as  a right  measure.  No  covenant  servant  to  be  directly  or  indirectly 
concerned  in  this  contract  as  they  value  our  service. 

We  positively  forbid  the  exportation  of  fish  from  any  part  of  our  island 
but  as  hereafter  directed ; and  it  is  our  express  orders  that  two  public 
markets  be  erected  for  sale  of  every  kind  of  fish,  the  one  at  Bombay  the 
other  at  Mahim.  If  any  person  whatever  shall  be  found  to  purchase 
fish  from  the  boats  or  at  any  other  place  but  these  markets,  the  buyer 
and  seller  to  forfeit  such  sums  as  you  may  judge  will  suffice  to  check 
the  evil.  You  are  then  publicly  to  settle  upon  reasonable  terms  the 
price  of  every  species  of  fish ; and  there  our  marine  paymaster  may 
occasionally  buy  the  sorts  required  for  the  sailors,  and  the  traders  in 
this  article  such  as  they  want  to  export,  observing  always  that  no 
exportation  be  allowed  but  in  times  of  plenty.  By  these  means  our 
subjects  will  never  be  distressed.  Our  Chief  of  Mahim  nor  none  in  his 
service  ai’e  to  purchase  fish  but  at  the  markets  in  common  with  all 
others.  As  our  President  is  obliged  to  keep  an  open  table  and  may  at 
times  be  distressed  for  provisions,  four  fishing  Kolis  are  to  be  appro- 
priated to  his  use  and  to  him  only ; and  that  this  indulgence  may  not 
be  abused,  such  Kolis  are  to  wear  a badge  or  some  distinguished  mark. 
The  fish  caught  by  these  Kolis  will  be  carried  to  the  Fort,  not  to  the 
market,  the  President  paying  the  market  price.  For  the  information 
of  every  one  we  order  that  these  our  regulations  for  the  bakers  and 
public  markets  be  fixed  up  at  the  custom  houses  and  bandar  in  the 
several  languages.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  2nd  October  1759  : Ordered 
that  the  publication  made  in  November  1757  for  establishing  two 


1 Tub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letter  Vol.  5 of  1757  - 1761,  197  - 199. 
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fish  markets  in  this  town  and  two  at  Mahim  be  renewed  declaring 
whatever  person  shall  be  found  to  purchase  fish  from  the  boats  or  at 
any  other  place  but  at  those  markets,  that  both  the  buyer  and  seller 
shall  forfeit  such  sums  of  money  or  be  punished  in  such  manner  as  we 
shall  think  fit  to  order. ^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  23rd  October  1759:  The  fish 
market  having  proved  a very  great  nuisance  to  the  neighbourhood 
since  it  has  been  kept  under  the  tamarind  tree  near  the  Church,  the 
clerk  of  the  market  must  be  ordered  to  remove  it  to  a proper  place 
without  the  Apollo  Gate.^  As  the  country  (county)  is  not  in  cash  to 
defray  the  expense  of  erecting  sheds  for  that  service,  it  is  agreed  that 
sufficient  money  be  advanced  from  the  treasury  to  be  repaid  by  the 
country  (county)  when  their  circumstances  will  admit. ^ 

Letter  from  the  Mahim  Custom  Master  to  the  President  and  Council, 
6th  July  1762  : As  the  fisheries  of  M^arli,  Mahim,  Dharavi,  and 
Sion  have  been  the  subject  of  some  consideration  with  the  Honourable 
Court  of  Directors,  and  as  fish  is  of  such  consequence  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  island  and  the  military  and  marine  in  general,  that  they  have 
thought  ^ proper  to  give  very  particular  orders  for  preventing  the 
exportation  thereof,  I did,  in  order  to  comply  therewith,  direct  the 
Serjeant  at  Warli  Fort  to  send  me  a daily  report  of  the  importation 
of  this  article,  which  he  has  done  ever  since  my  first  coming  hither. 
As,  before  they  are  permitted  to  pass,,  all  fishing  boats  bring  to  under 
a battery  situated  at  the  point  of  Warli  which  commands  the  entrance, 
such  an  examination  was  not  only  convenient  but  the  Serjeant  could 
always  be  certain  there  was  no  possibility  of  landing  their  fish  any 
other  way.  In  the  same  manner  I directed  all  boats  belonging  to 
Mahim  Sion  and  Dharavi  to  stop  at  the  Mandvi  and  be 
examined  by  the  Serjeant  of  the  custom  house  before  they  pass  up 
the  river  or  land  their  fish.  A daily  account  thereof  was  regularly 
taken  by  the  Serjeant  and  entered  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose, 
as  also  of  what  fish  has  been  imported  from  Bandra.  In  this  way 
the  actual  _ quantity  of  fish  of  all  kinds  brought  to  this  island  by 
the  foregoing  people  and  from  the  other  side  may  be  seen  at  any 
time.  Enclosed  is  an  account  of  three  months’  fish  drawn  out 
from  these  memoranda,  which  I now  deliver  for  your  Honour^s 
satisfaction.  For  although  it  has  long  been  the  received  opinion  of 
everybody  well  acquainted  with  this  branch  of  business,  and  my  own 
in  particular,  that  the  Kolis  have  some  method  or  other  of  conceal- 
ing their  fish  or  landing  it  privately  without  our  knowledge,  still  I 
made  no  doubt  but  the  above  regulations  would  effectually  put  a stop 
to  the  same  and  establish  such  a check  on  them  that  no  evils  of  this 
sort  could  possibly  continue  any  longer.  But  I am  sorry  to  observe  to 
your  Honour  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  the  Warli  Kolis  do  still  deceive 
us  and  that  they  make  a practice  of  landing  their  curven(/car6e^)  at  Bandra 


1 Pub.  Diary  33  of  1759,  567  - 568. 

^ The  gnarled  tamarind  still  close  to  the  north  o£  the  Cathedral  apse. 

^ Pub.  Diary  33  of  1759,  601. 

^ Karha  singular  karhe  plural,  a fish  about  a foot  long  and  six  inches  broad,  It  is 
dried  and  sent  to  the  Deccan, 
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and  Vesava,  or  somehow  or  other  dispose  o£  their  fish  without  our 
knowledge.  This  is  evident  by  referring  to  the  above  account  wherein 
it  is  plain  from  the  1st  October  to  the  31st  December,  they  have  landed 
only  515  curvens  with  a (Quantity  of  buckshaws.  M^hereas  in  that 
time  the  Bandra  Kolis  have  imported  1416  curvens  besides  what 
they  must  have  sold  amongst  the  Marathds.  Although  it  is  well  known  in 
these  three  months  the  Warli  Kolis  usually  got  formerly  vast  numbers  of 
curvens,  it  being  the  proper  season  for  those  fish.  Here  it  is  to  be  obseived 
also  that  the  Warli  Kolis  have  returned  many  times  for  several  days  together, 
bringing  only  a few  baskets  of  buckshaws  at  this  fine  season  for  getting 
curvens.  This  deceit  being  likewise  more  obvious  on  a comparative  view 
of  one  month  with  another  throughout  the  whole  of  this  yearns  importation, 
plainly  evinces  they  must  have  caught  greater  plenty  of  all  kinds  of  fish 
than  they  have  given  an  account  of.  As  I have  already  remarked  under 
the  above  regulations,  it  is  unpossible  to  land  fish  anywhere  on  this  island 
without  our  knowledge.  So  it  is  undeniable  the  Bombay  Kolis  must  have 
recourse  to  other  methods  for  the  roguery  I suspect  they  practise. 
Concerning  this  I have  all  along  entertained  the  greatest  doubts  and 
have  made  the  best  enquiry  possible  in  order  to  detect  them  therein 
and  entirely  prevent  such  proceedings  in  future.  But  they  are  so  close 
in  their  schemes  and  in  some  of  their  relations  to  the  Bandra  people  that 
no  positive  proof  can  be  obtained  from  them  about  it,  or  any^  satis- 
factory answer  except  that  they  would  have  caught  more  fish  if  they 
could.  However  it  may  be  reasonably  inferred  from  hence  they  must 
have  some  connections  with  the  Bandra  and  Vesava  Kolis  belonging  to 
Salsette  as  aforesaid,  to  whom  they  either  sell  or^  deliver  their  fish 
which  are  daily  brought  over  from  the  other  side  in  large  quantities 
and  sold  on  this  island.  By  this  means  they  seem  to  consult  their 
own  advantage  by  keeping  up  the  price  which  they  are  sensible  would 
be  much  lessened  if  they  brought  the  fish  to  Bombay  in  their  own  boats 
as  they  could  afford  and  would  be  obliged  to  sell  them  cheaper.  For 
when  they  are  regularly  sent  to  market  in  the  manner  the  Honourable 
Company  have  pointed  out  reserving  what  is  necessary  for  the  marine, 
such  an  increase  of  fish  must  of  course  cause  a fall  in  the  price,  and 
the  inhabitants,  military  and  marine,  be  all  supplied  in  general  with 
greater  plenty  on  cheap  and  reasonable  terms.  These  are  truths  that 
speak  themselves  and  my  suspicions  in  regard  to  the  Warli  Kolis  are 
founded  on  the  opinion  of  some  who  have  resided  at  Mahim  many  years 
and  on  information  I have  received  that  they  do  actually  make  a practice 
of  exchanging  their  fish  at  Chum  Villogi  (tliat  is  Jhu  village)^ 
near  Vesava  for  arrack  every  springtide.  This  may  I presume  there- 
fore be  admitted  especially  as  the  large  quantity  of  fresh  and  salted 
curvens  that  have  been  daily  brought  over  from  Bandra,  particularly 
in  the  last  three  months,  is  another  corroborating  circumstance  that 
proves  the  possibility  that  the  Warli  Kolis  are  able  to  catch  curvens  as 
well  as  the  Bandra  Kolis,  their  stakes  being  very  near  to  one  another. 
I may  also  add  that  having  occasion  to  comply  with  some  demands  for 


1 Chum  Villigo  is  Jhu  village  still  known  to  the  local  Christians  as  Juem  Villagem. 
Jhu  is  immediately  south  of  Vesdva.  The  memory  of  a still  remains  at  Capaxem  in 
the  north  «orner  of  Jhu  touching  Vesava.  Mr.  E,  M.  Pratt,  I.  0.  S, 
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curven  for  the  marine  when  our  Kolis  had  none  to  supply^  I directed 
the  customs  people  to  stop  what  came  over  from  the  Sandra  side  till 
the  quantity  required  was  made  up.  This  had  its  proper  effect,  for 
the  Kolis  finding*  they  could  not  as  before,  pass  the  curvens  for  sale  at 
Bombay  brought  them  on  shore  in  plenty  from  the  sea  during  that  time 
although  they  had  been  sent  for  several  days  previous  thereto  and 
returned  without  any,  pretending  that  they  could  not  get  them.  This 
restriction  being  shortly  removed,  few  or  none  were  landed  by  them 
Li  afterwards.  All  which  I submit  to  your  Honour^s  consideration, 
! esteeming  it  my  duty  that  I should  represent  the  above  that  the 
: necessary  orders  may  be  given  to  prevent  in  future  evils  so  pernicious 
to  the  good  and  welfare  of  this  island  in  general.  P.S. — Besides  the 
1416  curvens  which  the  Bandra  Kolis  have  brought  over  from  the  other 
*’  side  as  above  mentioned,  they  have  also  sold  to  our  Sattias  (Shetias), 
who  are  people  that  never  fish  themselves  but  follow  the  trade  of 
buying  up  the  curvens  from  the  Bandra  and  Vesava  Kolis,  and  who 
are  always  allowed  a certain  price  for  them  on  condition  that  they 
reserve  the  whole  of  what  they  get  for  the  marine  service,  within  those 
three  months  1160  curvens  more.  So  that  exclusive  of  the  consump- 
tion  amongst  themselves,  the  Bandra  Kolis  have  caught  2576  curvens 
and  the  Warli  Kolis  only  515,  although  the  Warli  Kolis  have  forty 
: boats  employed  in  the  fishing  trade,  which  is  more  than  the  Bandra 
" Kolis  have,  allowing  for  what  is  reserved  for  their  business  and 

: other  services.-^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  6th  July  1762:  Bead  the  above 
I letter  from  the  Mahim  custom  master,  setting  forth  a great  abuse  he  has 
discovered  in  the  fisheries  of  Mdhim,  Warli,  Sion,  and  Dharavi  by  the 
. Kolis  carrying  the  fish  to  Salsette  instead  of  bringing  them  upon  this 
I island,  by  which  means  he  is  not  only  prevented  from  supplying  the 
marine,  but  the  inhabitants  are  greatly  distressed  for  this  article.  This 
f being  taken  into  consideration,  it  is  observed  that  the  custom  master 
in  his  letter  says  he  prohibited  the  importation  of  fish  last  year  from 
Salsette  during  which  time  our  Kolis  brought  in  greater  quantities  of 
• fish  than  they  had  done  for  some  time  before.  This  therefore  appearing 
to  be  a very  proper  and  effectual  remedy  for  the  inconvenience  he  points 
. out,  an  order  must  be  issued  to  him  for  this  purpose,  though  he  must 
be  very  cautious  that  this  measure  does  not  distress  the  inhabitants  of 
this  island,  and  report  to  us  what  effect  it  may  have  by  the  end  of 
December  next.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  21st  June  1763  : Bead  a 
i report  from  the  committee  appointed  to  fall  upon  a proper  method  of 
supplying  the  garrison  with  provisions,  acquainting  us  that  they  have 
) prevailed  upon  the  Kolis  to  consent  to  enter  into  a written  contract  for 
; providing  fresh  and  salt  fish  on  certain  conditions,  and  proposing  that 
' we  should  issue  a publication  prohibiting  all  persons  whatever  under 
fixed  penalties  from  purchasing  elsewhere  but  at  the  public  markets. 
Both  proposals  being  agreed  to  as  highly  proper  a contract  is  ordered 
to  be  drawn  out  and  executed  by  the  Dongri  Kolis,  their  proposals 
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^ Pub.  Diary  38  of  1762,  378 '381. 
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being  esteemed  better  than  those  of  the  Kolis  at  Mdhlm  and  Warli.  Also 
that  the  markets  may  be  kept  under  proper  regulations ; it  is  resolved 
that  two  members  of  the  Board  superintend  every  month  alternately, 
to  commence  the  1st  of  next  month.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  5th  July  1763:  A fish  market 
having  already  been  established  for  the  military  and  native  inhabitants, 
the  committee  have  endeavoured  to  establish  one  for  the  English 
families  within  the  town.  They  now  present  to  the  Board  an  agreement 
they  have  made  with  some  Kolis  for  fishing  in  Back  Bay  for  that 
purpose.  This  being  approved,  a contract  is  ordered  to  be  drawn  and 
the  necessary  orders  to  be  issued  to  the  collector  and  the  clerk  of  the 
works.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  13th  September  1763:  The 
having  separate  fish  markets  for  the  military,  native  inhabitants,  and 
families  within  the  town,  having  given  rise  to  naany  disputes,  and  been 
the  occasion  of  much  heart-burning  and  discontent  amongst  the 
inhabitants  in  general,  and  being  thereby  induced  to  believe  one  general 
market  will  answer  our  intention  much  better,  the  same  is  agreed  to  and  . 
ordered  to  be  held  accordingly  without  the  Bazar  Gate.^ 

Court  of  Directors'’  letter,  22nd  March  1765,  paragraph  124  : In  your 
letter  of  the  25th  March  1764  by  the  SfealierjoVi  mention  an  attempt 
you  made  by  opening  two  markets  in  order  that  the  inhabitants  might 
be  better  supplied  with  fish,  which  we  are  sorry  to  find  has  no'fc  answeied 
the  intent.^  As  we  should  be  very  glad  to  contribute  anything  in  our 
power  to  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  particularly  legaiding  fish,  . 
which  we  are  persuaded  is  a very  essential  article  both  to  oui  own  i 
servants  and  the  black  inhabitants,  we  ordered  that  the  revenues  arising  ^ 
from  the  fishing  Kolis  be  laid  before  us.  These  amount  to  about 
Rs.  4171  per  annum,  of  which  Rs.  545  is  paid  by  Kolis  from  the  other . 
side  ; the  net  produce  from  the  Bombay  Kolis  is  Rs.  3626.  Part  of  this  ? 
sum  or  even  the  whole  of  it  we  are  inclined  to  give  up  if  thereby  you 
judge  great  plenty  of  fish  could  be  caught  and  brought  to  our  market, 
and  there  sold,  so  as  all  our  covenant  servants,  military  and  marine, 
mio'ht  be  plentifully  supplied  at  a reasonable  price ; and  the  inhabitants  - 
in  general  be  also  benefited  by  it.  "W  e mean  only  heieby  to  encourage, 
the  fishery  as  much  as  possible  and  such  of  your  country  people  of 
whatever  caste  they  may  be,  as  shall  choose  to  fish  for  themselves  and  . 
their  families  or  for  the  consumption  of  the  island,  may,  if  you  think 
fit,  have  free  liberty  to  do  so  without  being  liable  to  p^iy  us  any  dut}^ 
whatever.  But  such  persons  as  fish  for  exportation  may  still  be  subject 
to  any  reasonable  duty  you  shall  direct  them  to  pay.  We  recommend 
this  affair  to  your  deliberate  consideration.  If  you  find  it  does  not 
greatly  interfere  with  any  other  branch  of  our  business,  we  permit  you 


1 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759-1788,  220,  Pub.  Diary  41  of  1763,  436. 

2 Pub.  Diary  41  of  1763,  458.  -r,  i ta- 

^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759-1788,  193-194.  Pab.  Diary  41  of  1763 
567-568  Bombay  to  Court  25th  Mar.  1764  para  109,  Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  Court 

Vol.  11  of  1764,  70-71.  , _ ^ . tt  i n nf 

Bombay  to  Court  25tli  Mar,  1764  para  109,  Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  Couit  o . 

1764,  70-71. 
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to  do  therein  whatever  you  think  may  conduce  most  to  the  public 
benefit^  taking  the  necessary  care  that  if  the  present  duties  paid  for 
fishing  be  given  uj^^  the  inhabitants  may  have  an  adequate  advantage 
: in  being  plentifully  supplied  with  that  necessary  article  of  provisions. 

Otherwise  our  end  and  design  in  permitting  you  to  relinquish  the  duty 
' cannot  be  answered.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consnltatioiy  21st  January  1766:  Messrs. 
William  Hornby  Samuel  Court  and  Bawson  Hart  Boddam  are 
! appointed  a committee  for  taking  into  consideration  that  part  of  the 
^ Honourable  Company's  commands  relative  to  the  increase  of  the  quantity 
I of  fish  upon  the  island^  and  report  to  the  Board  whether  the  proposal  for 
t relinquishing  the  revenue  arising  from  the  fishing  Kolis  or  any  other 
t method  the  committee  may  be  able  to  point  out  will  answer  the 
i intended  purpose.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation^  8th  July  1766:  Taking  into 
) consideration  that  part  of  the  Honourable  Company'’ s commands  of  the 
I 22nd  March  1765^  wherein  to  promote  the  good  of  fishery  they  are 
[ pleased  to  agree  to  relinquish  the  revenue  arising  from  the  coolery^  we 
i are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  giving  up  of  the  same  to  the  Kolis 
1 would  by  no  means  answer  our  Masters^  good  intentions^  but  that  it  may 
j be  appropriated  in  such  manner  as  greatly  to  increase  the  quantity  of 
i fish  brought  to  market  and  consequently  the  inhabitants  will  be  more 
] plentifully  supplied  either  by  building  well  boats  or  granting  premiums 
d to  such  of  the  fishermen  as  bring  most  to  market^  and  on  this  occasion 
u the  agreement  entered  into  in  1763  with  the  patels  is  referred  to  and 
c must  now  be  enforced.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consnltation^  5th  August  1766:  Messrs. 
] Hornby  Court  and  Boddam  are  appointed  a committee  for  forming  a 
set  of  regulations  for  conducting  "the  fishery,  and  disposing  in  the  best 
t manner  of  the  revenue  arising  from  the  eoolery  which  we  have  already 
f determined  to  appropriate  to  this  purpose.^ 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  the  Fish  Market  to  Government,  dated 
B Bombay  7th  October  1766:  Having,  agreeable  to  your  tlonour'’s 
( orders,  met  and  taken  in  consideration  the  state  of  the  fish  market,  Ave 
[ have  drawn  up  sundry  regulations  regarding  them  which  Ave  herewith 
r(  enclose  for  your  approbation,  and  are  of  o]3inion  that  if  published  in  the 
I usual  manner  and  strictly  adhered  to,  they  Avill  very  effectually 
iv  answer  the  intended  purpose.  The  proposed  rules  are  given  below  ^ : 

1.  That  fishing  boats  be  all  numbered  and  the  patel  and  Kolis  give 
in  their  names  to  be  registered  by  the  inspector,  and  none  suffered  to 
fish  without  observing  this  rule  that  on  their  coming  to  land  Avith  fish 
it  be  regularly  inspected,  by  which  means  a proper  judgment  may  be 
made  whether  what  they  bring  on  shore  is  adequate  to  their  charges 
and  labour  and  conclude  whether  they  conceal  or  otherwise  dispose  of 
the  best  sort  of  fish. 


’ Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  VoL  7 of  1765-  1768,  40-41. 

2 Pub.  Diary  46  of  1766,  42.  ^ Pub.  Diary  46  of  1766,  400. 

Pub.  Diary  47  of  1766,  194.  ^ Pub.  Diary  47  of  1766,  623-628. 
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2.  The  fish  to  be  divided  into  three  parcels,  one  for  the  town 
market,  one  for  the  military,  and  one  for  the  black  inhabitants,  all  sorts 
equally  alike ; and  the  women  to  be  ready  in  three  companies,  one  for 
each  respective  market ; and  a division  of  money  to  be  made  into  seven 
equal  numbers,  out  of  which  one  number  whose  turn  it  shall  be,  after 
the  fish  is  sold,  shall  daily  clean  the  market  of  all  filth  which  they 
must  be  obliged  to  carry  away  and  throw  into  the  sea  to  prevent 
infection,  taking  it  day  and  day  about. 

3.  The  constables  of  the  country,  till  these  regulations  have 
properly  taken  place,  to  attend  by  rotation  one  to  each  market  daily  and 
be  strictly  charged  to  do  their  duty,  to  suppress  any  disturbances  that 
may  arise,  or  if  charged  to  carry  before  any  of  His  Majesty'’ s Justices 
of  Peace  any  person  or  persons  so  offending,  and  that  some  allowance 
may  be  made  them  for  their  trouble  herein. 

4.  Every  person  selling  their  fish  must  be  obliged  to  bring  their 
scales  and  to  have  with  them  a |-lb.  a 2-lb.  and  a 5-lb.  weight  stamped, 
and  to  sell  the  different  sorts  of  fish  both  fresh  and  salt  at  the  following 
prices  of  which  a board  to  be  affixed  at  each  market,  specifying  the 


same  I Fish  Prices,  1766, 


UONGRI 

Kolis 

: THHIR 

Prices. 

Sorts. 

Fresh* 

Salt  and  Dried. 

Rs*  qrs. 

pice. 

Rate* 

Rs. 

qrs. 

pice. 

Rate. 

1 

Curvens  (Karbe)  .. 

0 

0 

3 

The  lb. 

0 

0 

4 

The  lb. 

2 

White  Pomphrets. . 

0 

0 

4 

Do. 

0 

•0 

4 

Do. 

3 

Black  do. 

0 

0 

4 

Do. 

0 

0 

4 

Do. 

4 

Savels  (chevals)  . , 

0 

0 

2 

Do. 

0 

0 

3 

Do, 

5 

Rabals 

0 

0 

4 

Do. 

• • • • 

• > • • 

6 

Mullets 

• i 

0 

0 

4 

Do* 

.... 

7 

Seers.. 

0 

0 

4 

Do. 

0 

0 

4 

The  lb. 

8 

Nairs  (ner  or  nerla) 

0 

0 

4 

Do. 

• • • • 

9 

Prawns 

0 

0 

2 

Do. 

0 

0 

4 

The  adholi. 

10 

Docks  (daku) 

0 

0 

2 

Do. 

0 

0 

3 

Do- 

11 

Maidoor  rap  (ruudar) 

0 

0 

2 

Do. 

0 

0 

3 

Do. 

12 

Shitas 

0 

0 

2 

Do. 

0 

0 

3 

Do. 

13 

Contys  (kantias)  . . 

0 

0 

2 

Do. 

0 

0 

4 

Do. 

14 

Robalo  Gallos  or  stursfeons 

0 

2 

Do# 

0 

0 

2 

Do. 

15 

Bummeloes.. 

0 

0 

1 

Do. 

5 

0 

0 

The  5000. 

16 

Bhing 

0 

0 

3 

Do. 

0 

0 

3 

The  lb. 

Warli  Kolis  : iiiEiR  Prices. 


Sorts* 

Fresh. 

Salt  and  Dried. 

1 

Curvens  fKarbe) 

Rs.  qrs. 
8 0 

pice. 

0 

Rate. 
The  Gorge. 

Rs.  qrs.  pice. 
10  0 0 

Rate. 

The  corge. 

2 

White  Pomphrets  . . 

0 

1 

10 

Do. 

0 

2 

0 

Do. 

3 

Black  do. 

1 

2 

6i 

Do, 

2 

0 

0 

Do. 

4 

Savels  (chevals) 

0 

2 

0 

Do. 

0 

2 

0 

Do. 

5 

6 

7 

Rabals . . 

Mullets 

Seers  .. 

1 

• • • • 

• • • * 

0 

0 

The  corge. 

1 

”6' 

0 

0 • *0 

The  corge. 

8 

9 

Nairs  (ner  or  nerla) 
Prawns 

0 

• 0 (0 

1 

0 

The  basket. 

0 

0 » • • 

0 

16 

The  basket. 

10 

Docks  (daku).. 

0 

3 

0 

The  corge. 

1 

0 

0 

The  corge. 

11 

Maidoor  rap  (mudar) 

3 

0 

0 

Do. 

3 

1 

0 

Do. 

12 

Shitas  . . 

0 

1 

0 

Do, 

0 

1 

0 

Do. 

13 

Contys  (kantias) 

8 

0 

0 

Do. 

8 

1 

0 

Do. 

14 

Robalo  Gallos  or  sturgeons. 

0 

1 

0 

The  bundle 

0 

3 

0 

The  4000. 

15 

Bummeloes  .. 

0 

0 

1 

The  15. 

4 

0 

0 

Do. 

16 

Bhing  . . 

1 

2 

6^ 

The  corge. 

1 ‘ 

3 

0 

The  corge. 

F.B, — Those  of  the  Bomba}’’  old  fishery  dried  buiiuneloes  at  Ps.  31  the  bundle  of  400, 
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Mahim  Kolis,  Sattias:  their  Prices. 


Sorts. 

Salt  and  Dried. 

Curvens  (Karbe)  . . 
White  pomphrets  . . 
Black  do. 

Savels  (chevals) 
Seers  . . ..  .. 

Bumineloes  . . 

Rs.  qrs.  pice. 

9 0 0 

0 2 0 

2 0 0 

10  0 
12  0 

5 0 0 

Rate. 

The  corge. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

The  4000. 

5.  The  boats  always  to  land  their  fish  at  the  places  appointed  by 
the  inspector  wliere  they  shall  be  properly  inspected  and  ordered  by 
him  to  the  several  markets^  being*  first  weighed  by  him  in  the  gross. 

6.  On  any  complaint  of  insult  or  injustice  offered  by  any  person 
or  persons  whatever  to  the  inspector^  he  will  immediately  order  a 
constable  to  carry  the  offender  or  offenders  before  one  of  His  Majesty'’s 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  complaint  being  enquired  into,  who  will 
give  him  such  satisfaction  as  the  nature  of  the  case  requires. 

7.  That  any  person  or  persons  attempting  to  forestall  the  market 
by  giving  a g*reater  price  than  herein  ordered  or  purchasing  out  of  the 
market  excepting  those  hereafter  mentioned,  shall  be  fined  or  receive 
such  corporal  punishment  as  one  of  His  Majesty’s  Justices  of  the 
Peace  may  judge  adequate  to  the  offence,  and  the  informer  be  entitled 
to  one-half  of  such  fine  as  may  be  levied. 

8.  That  any  person  going  to  the  stakes  or  boats  from  the  shipping 
in  the  harbour  on  complaint  and  proof  the  officers  in  command  of  such 
ship  or  ships  shall  be  fined  as  above. 

9.  That  no  persons  whatever  shall  catch  any  fish  in  Bombay  or 
at  Old  Woman^s  Island,  but  the  inspector  or  renter  who  has  agreed 
with  him  for  the  same,  without  previously  acquainting  the  inspector 
and  the  Kolis  being  furnished  with  his  note,  and  that  any  one  so 
offending  shall  be  fined  or  otherwise  punished. 

10.  That  fishing  boats  which  are  numbered  shall  be  exempt  as 
much  as  possible  from  ballasting  the  ships,  and  that  the  Collector 
should  rather  order  the  Kolis  of  Suri  and  other  places  that  do  not 
supply  the  market  with  fish  to  that  duty. 

11.  As  there  are  daily  complaints  of  the  soldiers  abusing  the  people 
who  bring  their  fish  to  market  to  sell,  often  taking  out  what  fish  they 
please  for  them,  such  offenders  must  be  sent  by  the  inspector  to  a 
J ustice  of  Peace  who  is  to  inflict  on  them  such  corporal  punishment 
as  he  may  deem  reasonable. 

12.  Boats  that  carry  drift  nets  are  to  land  in  Back  Bay  and  from 
thence  are  to  carry  their  fish  to  the  market  as  ordered  by  the  inspector. 

13.  All  fish  caught  on  Old  Woman^s  Island  or  elsewhere  in  the 
Company's  own  nets  and  boats  to  be  for  the  town  use. 

14.  A boat  to  be  sent  every  day  to  one  of  the  moorings  with  a 
signal  to  serve  the  shipping  at  the  market  price,  and  no  person  is  on 
any  account  to  attempt  to  beat  or  otherwise  ill  treat  the  Kolis.  ^ If 
Kolis  are  guilty  of  any  misbehaviour,  the  person  injured  is  to  write  a 
chit  to  the  inspector  and  send  two  or  more  witnesses  of  the  crime  of 
which  the  Kolis  mav  be  accused. 
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15.  That  the  inspector  noways  interfere  with  the  sale  or  division 
of  fish  bronght  to  the  public  markets  save  only  such  as  are  caught 
by  his  own  boats  and  the  people  in  his  own  immediate  pay  ; but  the 
fishermen  or  women  have  the  sole  disposal  of  them  at  their  own  liberty 
without  distinction  of  persons  and  free  of  all  restraint  at  the  market 
price  hereinbeforementioned. 

16.  That  whoever  may  inform  against  any  boatmen  fishermen  or 
others  who  act  contrary  to  these  regulations^  as  well  sellers  as  buyers, 
they  shall  either  be  fined  or  receive  a corporal  punishment  at  the 
discretion  of  any  one  of  His  Majesty^s  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  the 
informer  be  entitled  to  one-half  of  such  fine  as  may  be  inflicted, 

17.  That  the  inspector  daily  appoint  such  a number  of  women  as 
he  may  judge  necessary  to  carry  fish  from  the  market  to  the  distant 
parts  of  Sonapur  and  Girgaon  in  order  to  remedy  by  this  means  the 
inconvenience  the  inhabitants  living  at  a distance  might  be  subjected  to 
by  being  obliged  to  send  constantly  to  market,  the  inspector  giving 
to  such  women  his  permit;  and  that  any  one  daring  to  act  herein 
without  a permit  shall  be  fined  or  otherwise  punished  as  may  be  judged 
suitable  to  the  offence  by  any  one  of  His  Majesty^s  Justices  of  the 
Peace. 

18.  That  the  inspector  be  allowed  for  his  trouble  in  the  execution 
of  this  service  Bs.  30  a month  with  a palanquin  and  a set  of  Kolis 
for  the  better  enabling  him  to  prosecute  the  same. 

19.  The  inspector  to  apply  to  the  Collector  for  the  time  being  on 
any  trifling  cause  of  complaint  which  he  may  not  think  proper  to 
make  before  a Justice  of  the  Peaee.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  7th  October  1766:  Peceived 
the  above  report  from  the  committee  appointed  to  frame  a set  of 
regulations  for  the  better  conducting  the  fish  market,  which  being  read, 
and  a few  alterations  made  therein  are  approved  and  ordered  to  be 
carried  into  execution  by  issuing*  a publication  requiring  all  persons  to 
comply  therewith.  The  regulations  to  be  affixed  at  the  usual  places  and 
in  the  marine  yard  for  the  notice  of  people  belonging  to  the  shipping.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  18th  March  1767  : Bead  a 
petition  from  the  Kolis.  representing  that  the  fishery  is  very  much 
distressed  by  the  number  of  them  carrying  palanquins.  Ordered 
that  the  Collector  enquire  into  the  merits  of  this  petition  and  after 
supplying  the  fishery  with  a sufficient  number  of  Kolis,  distribute  the 
remainder  amongst  the  inhabitants  as  nearly  conformable  to  the 
Honourable  Company's  orders  as  j)ossible.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  28th  Aq^ril  1767  : Bead  a 
petition  from  the  patels  of  different  Kolis  upon  the  island,  requesting 
that  they  may  be  excused  attending  palanquin  duty.  But  as  confin- 
ing this  duty  solely  to  the  Hongri  Kolis  distresses  the  fishery  and  seems 
to  be  a hardshij)  upon  this  caste  in  particular  as  they  all  pay  a pension. 


1 Pub.  Diary  47  of  1766,  623-628. 

2 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759-  1788,  151.  Pub.  Diary  47  of  1766,  607. 
^ Pub.  Diary  48  of  1767,  197-198. 
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it  is  lesolved  that  hlty  Kolis  from  the  other  castes  be  likewise  reiiuired 
: to  do  this  dutj.^ 

Hemarks  by  the  committee  of  accounts  on  the  fishery  accounts : 

I As  the  advantage  accruing*  to  the  inhabitants  in  general  from  the 
I establishment  of  a fish  market  within  the  town  does  not  seem  to  be 
adequate  to  the  expenses  the  Honourable  Company  sustain  on  this 
account^  it  is  agreed  we  recommend  to  the  Board  that  some  other 
regulation  may  be  considered  of.  The  following  is  a statement  of  the 
1 expenses" : 


Fishery  : 


to  pay  to  coolies,  supplies  of  nets  aucl  sundry  petty  stores 
Fishery  : 

By  fish  sold  from  1st  August  1766  to  31st  July  1767 

Remains  of  stores,  namely  ; 

1 Stilliard  (steel-yard)  cost 
3 Boats  cost 
1 Bundle  fish  hooks 
12  Nets  ... 

2^  sheet  lead 

50  Pound  and  half-pound  weights 
10  Sticks 

A house  for  a fish  market  out  of  the  Bazdr  Gate 


Balance,  heiug  the  net  loss  sustained  by  the  Honourable 
Company 


Dr. 

Mr. 

Batty 

Es. 

1873 

q.  r. 

2 45 

Cr. 

t 0 « 

... 

124 

2 92 

Es. 

5 

q.  r. 

2 50 

70 

0 0 

9 

0 0 

25 

0 0 

13 

1 25 

10 

0 0 

4 

0 0 

245 

1 54 

382 

1 29 

1366 

2 24 

Total  ... 

1873 

2 45 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  13th  October  1767  : Beperused 
the  report  from  the  committee  of  accounts,  the  remarks  in  which  were 
entered  last  Council  day  and  are  now  taken  into  consideration,  parti- 
cularly that  relative  to  the  state  of  the  fishery.  It  is  observed  all 
the  methods  hitherto  tried  have  proved  ineffectual  for  procuring  plenty 
of  fish,  and  therefore  a proposal  is  now  laid  before  us  for  furnishing 
j this  article  on  certain  conditions  as  entered  hereafter.  It  is  agreed  to 
3 make  trial  of  it  for  the  ensuing  year ; when  should  it  not  be  found  to 
j answer,  we  shall  endeavour  to  fall  upon  some  other  method.  The 
; Collector  must  therefore  be  ordered  to  afford  the  undertakers  all  the 
J assistance  in  his  power. ^ The  aforesaid  proposal  is  given  below  : 

That  Bhiku  Sinay,  when  he  was  a patel,  did  carry  on  his  business 
[ very  right,  and  supplied  the  inhabitants  with  fish.  He  also  managed  the 
Kolis,  and  when  Ilustamji  succeeded  him  therein,  he  did  conduct 
) the  markets,  so  that  there  had  been  no  complaints  regarding  fish  which 
r was  regularly  supplied  to  that  time.  Some  time  thereafter  the  said 
L Bustamji  fell  sick,  and,  there  being  nobody  else  to  manage  the  fishery, 
1 Mr.  Byfeld  did  establish  the  markets  for  that  purpose,  making  contracts 
t with  the  Kolis  which  was  continued  for  a little  time.  When  the 
( said  Bustamji  departed  this  life,  his  sons  were  employed  in  his  place,  who 
’ being  under  age  are  not  able  as  yet  to  carry  on  the  business  of  that 
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^ Pub.  Diary  48  of  1767,  293.  2 Diary  49  of  1767,  547. 

^ Pub.  Diary  49  of  1767,  557-558. 


[Historical 


Chapter  II. 
Trade. 

Arrangement 
for  Fish  Supply, 
1767. 


158  BOMBAY  TOWN 

office.  So  that  Hirji  Navroji  acted  in  their  behalf  in  recovering  the 
Mahim  pension  and  distributing  the  Kolis  for  the  gentlemeiTs  palan- 
quins. But  Hirji  neglected  the  fish  market  which  occasioned  a great  want 
of  fish.  When  Mr.  Boddam  was  Collector  he  proposed  to  the  Kolis  that 
if  they  would  provide  fish  for  the  use  of  the  towiq  the  Governor  and 
Council  would  acquit  them  of  their  pension  which  ^ they  annually  pay, 
amounting  to  Bs.  4000.  This  the  said  Kolis  declined.  Mi.  Boddam 
represented  this  to  the  Board  who  appointed  Mr.  Batty  to  take  care  of 
the  fish  markets  with  an  allowance  of  Bs.  30  per  month  for  a palan- 
quin and  other  charges.  Mr.  Batty  has  already  expended  above 
Bs.  2000,  but  has  not  yet  been  able  to  supply  the  town  with  fish. 

The  Honourable  Company  have  no  occasion  to  bear  so  much 
charo’es  upon  account  of  the  fisheries.  This  duty  relates  to  the  patel 
who  lias  high  pay  and  perquisites.  If  the  patel  requires  any  assist- 
ance in  carrying  on  his  business,  it  ouglit  to  he  affoided  him  j if  he 
does  not  choose  to  carry  it  on,  there  is  another  person  who  will  agree 
to  do  it  without  charging  any  more  pay  than  the  patel  is  allowed.  The 
followino-  are  the  conditions  that  person  will  require  : (1)  The  Governor 
and  Council  shall  encourage  the  Kolis  and  appoint  them  such  places  for 
their  lodging  without  receiving  any  ground-rent  from  them  and  not 
force  them  to  carry  palanquins,  and  he  would  bring  them  from  other 
places  (2)  That  the  Governor  and  Council  will  give  him  authority  to 
prevent  the  Kolis  selling  fish  in  the  town  but  make  them  bring  it  to  the 
markets;  and  if  any  of  them  shall  be  found  acting  contrary  thereto 
the  Board  will  punish  or  lay  such  fines  on  them  as  they  shall  think 
proper.  (3)  That  the  Board  allow  six  sepoys  and  one  Piirvoe  to  help  in 
carrying  on  this  troublesome  business ; for  unless  a proper  man  should 
run  after  the  Kolis  continually  with  great  care,  he  cannot  be  able  to  get 
fishenouMi.  (4)  Incase  the  manager  should  at  any  time  have  occasion 
for  assisfance,  in  such  case  the  Honourable  Company's  Collector  shall 
protect  him  as  much  as  lies  in  his  power.  (5)  That  the  person  who  will 
accept  this  management  will  agree  to  supply  the  inhabitants  with  fish 
and  manage  the  Kolis,  and  will  endeavour  to  find  out  some  method  to 
increase  the  supply  as  much  as  possible.  _ (6)  That  no  fishermen  what- 
soever must  be  permitted  to  go  afishing  without  acquainting  the 
manao’er  or  in  default  of  which  the  Governor  and  Council  may  lay 
such  fines  or  punishments  as  they  shall  think  proper.  (7)  That  the  Kolis 
may  fish  anywhere,  except  at  the  Breach,  without  any  manner  of  impedi- 
ment from  the  Honourable  Company.  (8)  If  there  is  any  necessity  a 
few  Hongri  Kolis  are  to  be  excused  from  the  duty  of  the  palanquins 
upon  such  important  business.  The  above  proposals  this  person  is 
willing  to  agree  to,  unless  Hirji  or  any  other  person  will  engage  on  the 
same  terms,  and  promises  to  conduct  the  business  with  the  greatest  care 
and  inteo’rity.  He  further  represents  that  no  European  will  be  able  to 
carry  on  this  business  so  properly  as  a black  man,  I he  European  tiusts 
entirely  to  his  servants  ; the  black  man  who  will  accept  of  it,  will  for 
fear  of  his  credit  being  lost,  take  more  care  and  run  himself  after  tins 
business  and  would  not  trust  any  servants  who  are  only  required  to  go 

errands.^ 


* Pub.  Piury  49  of  1767,  5b0-  561. 
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Court  of  Directors^  letter,  18th  Alareh  1768,  paragraph  39  : It  is 
I' very  agreeable  to  us  to  find  that  the  flesh  market  is  better  supplied 
now  than  for  some  years  past,  which  must  be  of  great  service  to  the 
military  and  other  iDhabitants.  This  we  expect  you  will  attend  to  and 
make  any  alterations  that  you  may  find  expedient,  as  well  as  to  the  fish 
1 market  which  we  find  has  been  much  imjDroved  by  new  regulations,  and 
we  hope  with  the  continuance  of  your  attention  will  shortly  answer 
nvhat  we  wished  it  might  be  brought  tod 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  14th  July  1769  : The  Grand  J ury 
: at  the  last  Sessions  of  the  Peace  having  very  pressingly  represented  to 
;the  justices  the  present  great  scarcity  of  fish,  notwithstanding  the 
-several  regulations  made  by  this  Board  for  these  many  years  past.  As 
it  occurs  to  us  that  if  the  farmers  of  the  Old  Woman^s  Island  would 
Lgive  up  their  lease,  or  at  least  relinquish  their  right  to  the  fish  thereon, 
[ the  market  miglit  be  better  supplied  with  this  very  necessary  article. 
i It  is  therefore  agreed  to  apply  to  them  accordingly  to  know  on  what 
1 terms  they  will  consent  to  either.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  29th  July  1769 ; Beceived  a letter 
‘ from  the  lessees  of  Old  Woman^s  Island  in  answer  to  that  written 
ithem  in  consequence  of  our  resolution  at  our  last  meeting.  This  being 
c considered,  it  is  agreed  to  refer  the  propriety  of  accej)ting  their  proposals 
(for  relinquishing  their  lease  to  Messrs.  Hornby,  Jervis,  and  Pleteher 
[ who  are  appointed  a committee  for  this  purpose  and  to  prepare  and  lay 
(before  us  such  a plan  as  they  may  think  most  likely  to  procure  a 
j sufficient  supply  of  fish  for  the  market.^ 

Beport  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  regulate  the  fishery  to  the 
1 President  and  Council,  dated  Bombay  1 9th  August  1769  : Having  in 
r consequence  of  your  Honour^s  order  to  us  under  the  31st  ultimo 
I duly  considered  the  proposals  made  by  the  renters  of  Old  Womaffis 
I Island  for  giving  up  their  lease,  they  appeared  to  us  to  be  rather 
I unreasonable  ; and  having  called  on  them,  they  have  agreed  to  abate 
sBs.  500  therein.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  it  will  be  most  advisable 
to  accept  the  proposals  and  that  the  following  plan  may  answer  the 
3' desired  purpose  of  supplying  the  European  inhabitants  with  plenty  of 
1 fish.  Mr.  John  Jones,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  this  fishery,  has  offered 
us  to  take  on  him  the  management  of  the  same,  provided  your  Honour 
[will  for  his  trouble  therein  allow  him  a set  of  palanquin  Kolis  for  his 
:mwn  use,  and  some  peons  to  assist  him  in  carrying  it  into  execution. 
fWe  therefore  recommend  that  a patel  and  25  Dongri  Kolis  be  ordered 
n constantly  to  attend  the  fishery  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Jones  (with 
sthe  allowance  before  mentioneci).  And  as  those  Kolis  represent  to  us  that 
/They  have  not  at  present  nets  proper  for  this  fishery,  we  recommend 
fthat  they  be  for  this  time  furnished  with  them  at  the  ComjDany^s 

0 expense,  as  also  with  small  boats  should  their  own  be  too  large  for  this 

1 purpose,  and  that  all  the  fish-pond  walls  be  repaired  for  them  at  the 
[(Honourable  Company's  expense.  Could  the  whole  or  any  part  of  them 
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^ Puh.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  7 of  1765-  1768,  311. 

^ Puh.  Diary  54  of  1769,  591  - 592.  ^ p^p.  Diary  54  of  1769,  599. 
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be  induced  to  live  on  the  island  with  their  families^  we  are  o£  opinion  that 
it  would  be  better  than  their  residing  at  Dongri ; and  we  also  judge  it 
necessary  that  all  other  persons  whatever  should  be  prohibited  from  fish- 
ing round  about  Old  W^omaiTs  Island  save  these  Ivolis  only.  ^Vhen  the 
fisli  is  caught,  Mr.  Jones  is  to  weigh  it  in  the  lump  and  to  send  it  to  the 
clerk  of  the  market  to  be  sold  by  the  Kolis  in  the  town  market  for  the 
use  of  the  European  inhabitants.  In  order  to  give  the  Kolis  all  due 
encouragement,  we  would  recommend  that  all  fish  brought  for  sale  within 
the  town  be  sold  at  two  pice  per  pound  more  than  the  present  rate. 
We  also  recommend  to  the  Board  that  one  boat  from  the  M^arli 
fishery  during  the  fishing  season  be  directed  to  be  daily  sent  into  Back 
Bay  with  some  of  their  prime  fish  for  the  town  use.  It  appearing 
to  us  that  the  employment  of  the  boats  belonging  to  the  Dongri 
Kolis  in  ballasting  the  ships,  interferes  greatly  with  the  fishery, 
we  recommend  that  the  Board  fix  six  boats  from  Suri  coolery  and 
six  from  Dongri  for  this  purpose,  which  the  Superintendent  has 
acquainted  us  will  in  his  opinion  be  amply  sufficient ; that  they  be  put 
immediately  under  the  Collector  to  be  constantly  employed  on  this 
service  only ; and  all  indents  for  ballast  be  made  to  the  Collector  by 
the  Superintendent.  As  by  their  agreement  with  your  Honour  the 
Dongri  Kolis  are  obliged  to  furnish  90  Kolis  for  the  palanquin 
service,  we  would  recommend,  provided  this  number  cannot  be  lessened 
for  the  benefit  of  the  fishery,  that  your  Honour  fix  their  distribution 
that  it  be  not  exceeded.  And  that  if  a further  number  of  Kolis  are 
required  for  this  service,  the  Collector  be  ordered  to  raise  them  from 
Sonapur  Kolis,  the  greater  part  of  whom  formerly  always  carried 
palanquins.  We  recommend  also  that  such  additional  servants  be 
allowed  to  the  Collector  and  clerk  of  the  market  as  will  enable  them  to 
see  these  regulations  carried  into  execution.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  26th  August  1769;  Bead  the 
above  letter  from  the  committee  appointed  to  regulate  the  fishery 
and  their  several  proposals  being  approved  are  ordered  to  be  carried 
into  execution.  Agreeable  thereto  the  Collector  is  directed  to  pay 
Bs.  2000  to  the  lessees  of  Old  WomanT  Island  out  of  the  Koli  fund  for 
relinquishing  their  lease  and  to  let  out  the  island  again  exclusive  of  the 
fishery.  The  person  (Mr.  John  Jones)  who,  conformable  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee,  is  to  act  under  the  Collector,  is  to  be 
allowed  a set  of  palanquin  Kolis  for  his  own  use  and  to  have  a patel 
and  twenty-five  Kolis  with  four  peons  who  are  constantly  to  attend  the 
fishery ; and  the  better  to  enable  the  Collector  and  the  clerk  of  the 
market  to  carry  these  regulations  into  execution,  the  former  is  to  be 
allowed  four  and  the  latter  two  additional  peons  for  that  purpose.^ 

On  the  above  measure  in  their  letter  of  25th  April  1771  the  Court 
write  : We  highly  approve  of  your  purchasing  the  lease  from  the 
farmers  of  Old  WomaAs  Island  for  Bs.  2000  as  a means  of  better 
supplying  the  inhabitants  with  fish ; and  we  recommend  it  to  you  to 
adopt  every  measure  that  shall  occur  for  having  the  fish  market  plenti- 
fully supplied.  ^ 


^ Pub.  Diary  54  of  1769,  645  - 647. 

2 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759-1788,  255.  Pub.  Diary  54  of  1769,  636-637. 
^ Court  to  Bombay  25tli  Apl.  1771  pttra  45,  Pub.'Dep.  Ct.’s  L.  Vol.  8 of  1769-  1771, 258. 
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Bombay  Government  Consultation,  28th  August  1770  : The  regula- 
tions made  last  year  for  establishing  a fish  market  have  been  found  in- 
! effectual.  As  the  town  in  general  has  been  very  ill  supplied,  it  is  agreed 

> to  permit  of  every  one  fishing  where  they  may  think  proper,  to  lay  the 
! market  open,  and  to  oblige  every  boat  to  take  a chop  (chhdp  that  is 

> seal  or  stamp)  from  the  clerk  of  the  market  which  must  be  returned 
. at  a particular  place  to  be  appointed  for  landing  their  fish.  Should 

they  land  fish  elsewhere  they  will  be  fined  Rs.  50  for  each  offence, 
j The  Mahim  and  Warli  boats  are  to  take  their  chops  from  the  Chief  of 
I Mfihim ; and  sheds  for  the  sale  of  the  fish  are  to  be  erected  at  the  several 
' slips  which  may  be  appointed  for  different  boats  to  land.  The  palanquin 
: allowance  and  peons  hitherto  given  to  Mr^-'.^  mes  on  this  account  are  to 
i be  discontinued.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  ^ 9th  October  1770  : As  the 
FI  customs  hitherto  collected  on  fish  prove  an  impediment  to  its  importation 
i;  and  is  but  a mere  trifle  to  the  Honourable  Company,  the  same  is  ordered 
) to  be  taken  off  except  on  hut  or  buckshaw  which  must  not  be  suffered 
) to  be  imported  on  any  consideration.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  19th  January  1770:  Read  a 
petition  from  the  fishery  Kolis  at  Dongri  representing  that  on  account 
b of  the  new  works  they  have  been  removed  from  their  houses  by  the  sea 
L>  side,  and  desiring  that  they  may  have  a place  allotted  to  them  now 
^ occupied  by  some  other  inhabitants  whose  occupations  do  not  require 
i their  being  near  the  sea.  We  readily  acquiesce  therein.  But  the  Kolis 
[1  must  satisfy  the  proprietors  for  their  houses  or  if  they  cannot  adjust 
1 their  value  among  themselves,  Messrs.  Jervis,  Fletcher,  and  Keating 
b must  put  such  a valuation  upon  them  as  they  may  deem  equitable.^ 

Report  from  the  Committee  to  the  President,  20th  October  1770: 

I Enclosed  your  Honour  will  receive  account  valuation  of  the  Kolis'’  houses 
ri  on  the  ridge  of  Dongri  hill  which  the  principal  engineer  represents  he 
r wants  to  have  immediately  removed,  as  also  valuation  of  those  houses  on 
fl  the  spot  assigned  to  the  Kolis  for  rebuilding  on.  This  latter  item 
Cf  amounting  to  Rs.  1456-0-24  is  to  be  paid  by  the  Kolis  themselves.^ 

Bombay  Gk>vernment  Consultation,  26th  October  1770:  Read  the 
c above  report  from  the  committee  appointed  to  value  the  houses  to  be 
tf  removed  on  account  of  the  new  works,  enclosing  an  account  valuation 
n of  sundry  houses  wanted  to  be  immediately  taken  away  from  the  ridge 
5 of  Dongri  hill  which  is  oi-dered  to  be  paid  accordingly.^ 

Courffs  letter,  28th  April  1791,  para  29:  As  we  understand 
I that  an  old  arbitrary  power,  which  was  established  when  the  island  be- 
li  longed  to  the  Portuguese,  has  been  exercised  in  later  times,  and  perhaps 
is  in  some  degree  still  exercised,  against  that  most  useful  set  of  people 
the  fishermen,  a certain  number  of  them  being  obliged  to  fish  in  the 
x:  Breach  water  and  to  act  as  palanquin  bearers  to  some  of  the  gentlemen 
in  office,  for  the  first  of  which  duties  they  either  receive  no  pay  or 
3^  scarce  any  and  for  the  latter  not  near  the  wages  customary,  and  that 
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^ Pub.  Diary  56  of  1770,  4G0.  2 Pub.  Diary  56  of  1770,  539. 

3 PvTb.  Diary  55  of  1770,  70.  ^ Pub.  Diary  56  of  1770,  576. 

5 Pub.  Diary  56  of  1770,  565. 
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they  experience  other  grievances  which  must  not  only  subject  their 
industry  to  imposition  but  their  persons  to  insult  and  oppression  from 
the  sepoys  or  others  authorized  to  compel  them  to  execute  such  duties,  we 
direct  that  in  case  such  grievances  do  still  in  any  degree  exist,  they  be 
on  receipt  of  this  letter  entirely  abolished  and  the  fishermen  released 
from  all  such  servitude  and  left  as  free  as  the  other  inhabitants  of  the 
island.^ 

In  their  Diary  of  22nd  November  1791  the  Board  order  that  the 
Collector  must  be  directed  to  enforce  the  instructions  contained  in 
the  above  paragraph  of  the  CourCs  letter. ^ 

The  Collector  Mr.  George  Stevenson^s  letter  to  Government,  28th 
November  1791  : I have  duly  received  the  extract  of  the  29th  para 
from  the  Honourable  Company's  letter  of  28th  April  1791  and  beg 
leave  to  inform  your  Honourable  Board  that  not  any  Kolis  who  act 
•under  me  have  ever  been  employed  to  fish  in  the  Breach  water.  The 
Dolkars,  who  are  the  fishing  Kolis  in  my  department  and  the  only  people 
who  possess  nets,  are  never  employed  to  carry  palanquins.  Those 
Kolis  employed  for  that  purpose  receive  the  same  fixed  pay  established 
for  all  Kolis  who  carry  palanquins  on  this  island ; and  whenever  they 
are  employed  in  such  a manner  as  to  leave  their  families  and  habitations, 
they  receive,  if  only  for  a single  day,  much  higher  bhatta  than  what 
it  is  customary  to  allow  Kolis  in  the  adjacent  countries.  The^  great 
opulence  of  these  people  is  too  notorious  to  need  my  noticing  to 
your  Honourable  Board  farther  than  to  remark  that  this  opulence  has 
in  a great  measure  been  acquired  from  the  many  indulgences  granted 
them  and  which  no  other  caste  of  people  on  this  island  ever  enjoy.  So 
that  so  far  from  the  Kolis  labouring  under  any  grievance  or  oppression, 
they  are  and  always  have  been  considered  and  treated  as  a favoured 
people.^ 

The  Collector  Mr.  George  Stevenson'’s  letter,  16th  December  1791  : 
Conformable  to  the  order  of  your  Honourable  Board  of  the  7th  instant, 
it  is  necessary  for  me  to  explain  as  briefly  as  possible  the  whole  business 
of  the  coolery  so  far  as  relates  to  what  is  noticed  in  the  29th  paragraph 
of  the  Company'’ s commands  dated  28th  April  1791.  The  number  of 
Kolis  on  this  island  amount  to  2046,  of  which  number  1064  are  fishing 
Kolis.  These  Kolis  possess  130  boats  which  are  all  at  the  command  of 
Government  on  every  urgent  emergency  such  as  embarking  and 
disembarking  troops.  Forty-five  of  these  boats  are  employed  in  the 
neap  tides,  when  they  cannot  fish,  in  bringing  ballast  for  the  use  of  His 
Majesty^s  fleets,  the  Honourable  Company's  eruizers,  and  such  merchant 
ships  as  may  want  it.  This  is  all  the  duty  I am  acquainted  with 
exacted  from  these  people  by  Government ; that  is,  they  receive  as  much 
as  could  be  demanded  by  any  other  people  for  performing  the  same 
service.  The  indulgences  granted  these  people  are  an  exclusive  right 
to  all  the  fishery,  not  only  in  all  water  surrounding  this  island  but  for 
several  leagues  out  in  the  sea  and  where  they  and  their  property  are 
protected  and  secured  from  being  plundered  by  pirates,  by  the  armed 


1 Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  13  of  1791  • 1795,  34 . .35.  Pub.  Diary  99  of  1791,  840. 

2 Pub.  Diary  99  of  1791,  840.  * Pub.  Diary  99  of  1791,  855. 
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' vessels  belonging  to  the  Honourable  Company.  On  shore  they  are 
i indulged  by  having  the  privilege  of  building  their  habitations  on  any 
■ spot  of  ground  most  suitable  to  the  advantage  of  their  business,  and  if 
I this  ground  happens  to  be  the  property  of  the  Honourable  Company 
1 they  are  allowed  to  occupy  it  without  paying  any  rent.  They  have  also 
I large  spots  of  ground  granted  them  for  the  conveniency  of  drying  their 
1 fish,  and  other  ground  to  repair  and  dry  their  nets  on.  For  this 
likewise,  if  it  be  the  property  of  the  Flonourable  Company,  no  ground 
rent  is  exacted.  Thus  your  Honourable  Board  will  perceive  that  these 
people  are  never  employed  by  Government  without  being  paid  for  their 
' labour  and  that  the  indulgences  granted  them  are  highly  beneficial  to 
their  private  emoluments.^ 

Bombay  Government  Orders  on  the  Collectors  above  letter : 
Having  now  before  us  a description  of  the  duties  exacted  by  Government 
from  the  Mazgaon  Kolis,  it  is  resolved  in  conformity  to  our  superiors'^ 
late  orders  that  the  above  class  of  inhabitants  be  exempted  from  the 
duty  of  palanquin  bearer  and  that  of  fishing  in  the  Breach  water,  the 
same  exemption  to  take  place  from  the  1st  of  next  month  (January 
1792).  As  it  appears  from  the  Collectors  representation  that  one  of  the 
duties  of  the  Mazgaon  Kolis  is  to  assist  with  their  boats  in  ballasting 
vessels  in  the  harbour,  we  judge  it  advisable  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Superintendent  whether  in  the  event  of  those  Kolis  being  dispensed 
with  from  that  exaction,  any  inconveinence  would  accrue  to  the  public 
service.^ 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  yearly  rates  of  tax  and  pension  levied  in 
the  cooleries  of  Bombay  and  Mahim  Districts  : ^ 

Bombay  and  Mahim  Cooleries  ( Kolivddds)^  1798. 


Districts  and  Classes 
of  Cooleries. 

No. 

Rate. 

Total. 

1 

Grand 

Total. 

Districts  and  Classes 
of  Cooleries. 

No. 

Rate. 

Total. 

Grand 

Total. 

Bombay  District 

Rs. 

q.  r. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

COOLEET. 

Thanekar  Coolie&. 

q.  r. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Dongri  Coolies, 

Fishing  Boat  . . 

1 

4 

Fishing  Boats  . 

20 

44 

2 20 

891 

Coolies  . . 

141 

1 

6 36 

154 

Coolies  do.  ■ . 

Do.  do.  .. 

Do.  do 

13 

1 

25 

6 

5 

0 33 

o'  0 

79 

6 

125 

Trombay  Coolies. 
Coolies  .. 

4 

2 

0 0 

8 

158 

Do.  do 

14 

4 

0 0 

56 

Do 

18 

1 

0 36 

20 

28 

Do.  do.  . 

18 

3 

0 0 

54 

Mdhulkar  Coolies. 

Do.  do.  .. 

1 

. . 

2 

Fishing  Boats . . 

3 

10 

0 0 

30 

Do.  do.  .. 

14 

2 

0 0 

28 

Cooly  do,  . . 

1 

9 

Do.  do.  . . 

1 

2 

Do.  do.  .. 

6 

8 

6 0 

48 

Do.  do 

3 

1 

6 0 

3 

Do.  do 

6 

42 

Do.  do 

100 

0 

1 0 

25 

Do.  do.  .. 

5 

0 0 

160 

Assessvient  of  Goal 

1271 

Do.  do.  .. 

1 

2 

Fees, 

Coolies  . . . . , . 

203 

1 

Q 36 

221 

Coolies 

133 

0 

1 10 

36 

36 

Exiarkar  {AksUkar) 

612 

Coolies 

38 

1 

0 36 

41 

41 

Deduct  assessment  of 
house-tax  from  1st 
February  1796  to  31st 

• • 

232 

1307 

-232 

Karanja  Coolies 
Guddupkar(,Gliodapdev) 

(Innl.ifiSi. 

9 

1 

0 36 

10 

10 

1075 

1 

2 

January  1797. 

♦ • • • ♦ • 

Do*  • • • • 

Tkalkar  and  Karanja 
Coolies, 

26 

1 

0 36 

28 

30 

Fishing  Nets  .. 

4 

8 

0 0 

32 

Sane  (Son)  Coolies, 

0 0 

Coolies 

82 

3 

0 72 

261 

NctS"  - • • • • • 

6 

6 

36 

Do«  .<  „ 

2 

2 

2 0 

5 

298 

Coolies 

128 

1 

0 36 

140 

176 

^ Pub.  Diary  99  of  1791,  928  - 929.  2 Pub.  Diary  99  of  1791,  930. 

^ Accompaniment  of  the  Collector  Mr.  William  Simpson’s  Eeport  6th  Dec.  1798, 
Kev.  Diary  2 1798,2047-2052. 
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Bombay  and  Mdhim  Cooleries  ( Kolivddds),  1798 — continued. 


Districts  and  Classes 
of  Oooleries. 

No. 

Rate. 

i < 

o 

rrand 

L’otal. 

District  and  Classes 
of  Cooleries. 

No. 

Rate. 

Total. 

Grand 

Total. 

Bombay  District 
CooLERY — continued. 

Kalmekar  (Kalvelcar) 

Rs. 

q.  r. 

Rs, 

Rs. 

Ma'him  District 
Cooi/ERY — continued. 

Siwri  Coolies. 

Rs. 

q.  r. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Coolies. 

54 

17 

Nets 

Coolies 

9 

16 

6 

1 

0 0 

0 36 

71 

16  Boats  containing 
23  nets. 

23 

8 

0 0 

184 

Cassulnar  {Kashelikar) 

Coolies  . . 

82 

1 

0 36 

89 

CooHes 

15 

1 

0 36 

16 

Sion  Coolies. 

273 

Old  Woma7i’s  Island/. 

2 Boats  containing  9 

9 

2 

2 25 

23 

Fishing  Boats  . . 

3 

10 

0 0 

30 

nets. 

Do.  do 

7 

8 

0 0 

66 

1 Boat  containing  3 

3 

1 

0 16 

3 

Nets  

3 

5 

0 0 

15 

nets. 

Coolies 

37 

3 

0 72 

118 

Bhokshi  net  .. 

18 

0 

2 70 

12 

Do 

31 

1 

0 36 

33 

Coolies  . . 

32 

1 

0 36 

35 

Coolies  who  arrive  here 

252 

Dhdrdvi  Coolies. 

73 

from  the  adjacent 
country  for  fishing, 

9 Boats  containing  36 

36 

2 

2 25 

92 

hr'inging  fish  with 
nets. 

3 Boats  containing 

27 

1 

2 0 

40 

1 Boat  containing  7 
nets. 

Bhokshi  nets  . . 

7 

8 

1 

0 

0 16 

2 70 

7 

6 

27  men. 

21  Boats  containing 

168 

1 

2 0 

252 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

16 

4 

0 

0 

2 0 

1 0 

8 

1 

168  men. 

4 Boats  containing  28 

28 

1 

2 0 

42 

Coolies  . . 

93 

1 

0 36 

101 

215 

men. 

Mdhim  River  Coolies 

1 Boat  containing  6 

6 

1 

2 0 

9 

called  Movrekar. 

men. 

Bhokshi  nets  .. 

2 

1 

1 Boat  containing  2 

2 

1 

1 40 

3 

Coolies  . . 

55 

1 

0 36 

60 

men. 

346 

Bhokshi  with  42  nets  , 

13 

, , 

14 

Ma'him  District 

COOLERY. 

7 Boats  containing  42 

42 

1 

0 16 

44 

nets. 

119 

1 Boat  containing  2 

2 

2 

3 75 

6 

Mdhisn  River  Coolies 

nets. 

63 

called  Nagrekar. 

6 Boats  containing  23 

23 

2 

3 0 

Bhokshi  nets  .. 

2 

1 

0 16 

2 

nets. 

Coolies.. 

12 

1 

0 36 

13 

5 Boats  containing  19 
nets. 

Coolies.. 

Do.  . . . . • . 

19 

1 

1 50 

26 

Randaws'ia  (Bhanddri- 

16 

44 

141 

1 

1 

0 36 

1 11 

48 

180 

323 

vdda)  Coolies. 
Coolies.. 

Do 

19 

14 

1 

1 

0 36 
0 36 

21 

15 

Warli  Coolies. 

Mdhim  Bazdr. 

28 

36 

20  Boats  containing  91 

64 

2 

3 0 

259 

Sattas  (Shetias) 

17 

1 

2 53J 

nets. 

10  Boats  containing 
82  nets. 

Parria  net 

Bhokshi  net  .. 

32 

1 

1 50 

44 

Kalmekar  Coolies. 
Parria  nets  .. 

13 

2 

0 0 

26 

1 

1 

.. 

2 

1 

Coolies  . . 

Bhandawria  Bhois  . . 

146 

21 

1 

1 

0 36 

0 66 

159 

23 

236 

Coolies  .. 

126 

1 

6 36 

137 

DO|  • • • • • 

210 

1 

1 11 

268 

711 

Total  . . 

• 

• 

5014 

The  revenue  from  this  source  in  1817-18  amounted  to  Bs.  5231  and 
in  1818-19  to  Rs.  5361.  This  trifling  increase  arises  from  a few  addi- 
tional Kolis  having  engaged  in  fishing  and  consequently  become  subject 
to  the  tax  imposed  on  this  class  of  the  Company's  subjects.^ 

3.  Salt. 

In  a Bombay  letter  to  Surat^  13th  August  1686,  the  Deputy 
Governor  and  Council  write  : The  Padre  Superior  of  Bandra  in  the 
time  when  Mr.  Ward  was  Deputy  Governor  did  make  a salt-pond  out 
of  a fishing  ware  called  Rauli  between  Sion  and  Mdtunga,  and  the 
Kulambis  and  Mattries  (Mhatfiras  or  elders)  of  Sion,  Mahim,  Dharavq 
and  Mdtunga  say  it  belongs  to  the  Right  Honourable  Company,  and 


* Collector’s  Report  of  28th  Jan.  1820  for  1818-19,  Rev.  Diary  150  of  1820,  81. 
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the  fish  was  sent  to  the  Deputy  Governor,  and  that  it  was  customary 
for  the  Deputy  Governor  to  go  and  fish  there  two  or  three  times  a year, 
also  that  Lewis  Cuzado  did  pay  a fellow  to  look  after  it.  Upon 
information  whereof  an  action  was  entered  against  the  Padre,  but  he 
refusethto  appear  in  Court  and  can  show  no  order  from  Mr.  Ward  nor 
none  else  for  turning  the  fish  pond  into  a salt-pan.  We  are  informed 
for  these  two  years  past  the  pan  has  yielded  20  tissales  of  salt  a year.^ 

In  1686,  December  llth,  the  Bombay  Council  write  to  Surat : We 
will  not  want  salt,  having  enough  by  us  on  this  island.^ 

With  a view  to  enlarge  and  repair  the  Vadala  salt-pans  a Con- 
sultation, the  27th  August  1731,  records  : The  Vadala  salt-pans  being 
very  much  out  of  repair  which  prevents  the  Kulambis  making  the  usual 
quantity  of  salt,  the  President  ordered  a survey  to  be  made  of  the 
said  salt- work.  It  is  computed  that  to  repair  and  enlarge  the 
same  will  require  seven  to  eight  hundred  rupees.  As  there  is  a 
prospect  of  salts  being  demanded  this  year  as  well  as  the  last  at  an 
advanced  price,  we  hope  that  in  a little  time  we  may  be  able  to 
reimburse  our  Honourable  Masters  the  money  we  shall  expend  in  this 
repair.  Directed  that  the  proper  orders  be  given  that  the  same  may  be 
set  about  with  all  necessary  expedition.^ 

A Consultation,  the  31st  December  1738,  records  : The  President 
represents  to  the  Board  that  a large  quantity  of  the  Honourable 
Company’s  salt  as  well  as  that  belonging  to  private  people  remains 
unsold  on  the  island  because  of  the  revolution  that  has  happened  in 
the  SidTs  country  which  gives  the  greatest  vent  to  the  salt  of  this  place; 
the  President  therefore  proposes  to  the  Board  to  make  some  abatement 
in  the  price  to  encourage  the  merchants  to  export  the  same.  Agreed 
that  the  President  consulting  the  receiver  and  country  merchants  fix 
the  price  of  salt  for  this  year  as  he  shall  see  reasonable  and  most  likely 
to  encourage  the  consumption  of  the  same.^ 

In  the  matter  of  fixing  the  price  of  salt  as  noted  above,  a Consultation, 
the  18th  January  1734,  records  : The  President  acquaints  the  Board 
that  having  consulted  with  the  receiver  and  the  country  merchants 
about  the  price  of  salt  the  same  has  been  settled  by  him,  namely  that  of 
Rauli,  Shaikh-Misri,  and  Suri  at  Bs.  50  per  rds  and  that  of  Vadala  at 
Bs.  46  for  one  year.^ 

In  connection  with  a request  to  reduce  the  rent  of  the  Suri  salt-pan  a 
Consultation,  the  8th  March  1743,  records  : A petition  being  read  from 
the  persons  who  rent  a salt-pan  lying  at  Suri,  setting  forth  that  the 
said  pan  being  filled  in  great  measure  with  sand,  it  will  not  produce 
the  same  quantity  of  salt  as  formerly  and  incapacitates  their  paying  the 
rent  from  them  due.  In  future  they  request  the  Honourable  Company 
will  accept  the  half  of  the  actual  produce.  The  Board  observe  that  as  the 
defect  in  the  pan  proceeded  from  their  own  negligence  the  petition  is 
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* Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677-1687,  6.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  1. 143. 

2 Sec.  Out.  Letter  Book  4 of  1677-1687,  38. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  27tli  Aug.  1731,  Pub.  Diary  4 of  1731,  103  - 104. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  31st  Dec.  1733,  Pub.  Diary  5 of  1732-33,  323-  324. 
® Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  18th  Jan.  1734,  Pub.  Diary  7 of  1734,  12. 
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rejected  and  they  are  told  others  will  be  found  who  will  rent  the  same 
if  they  do  not  choose  to  continue  to  rent  it  on  the  former  terms. ^ 

Regarding  salt  revenue  the  Court  of  Directors  on  the  7th  March 
1749-50  write:  On  taking  into  consideration  that  paragraph  of  your 
letter  of  the  14th  February  1749,  relating' to' the  accounts  of  Bombay 
Presidency,  so  far  as  regards  our  revenue  of  salt,  and  the  reasons  you 
give  therein  for  the  diminution  thereof,  we  have  caused  an  account  to 
be  drawn  out  of  the  general  books  for  seven  years  ending  the  31st  July 
1748  to  be  laid  before  us.  By  this  it  appears  the  Company's  sale  or 
export  of  salt  for  the  first  six  years  (1741-  1747)  amounts  to  a medium 
of  one  hundred  and  seven  rds  three  quarters  annually,  and  that  the 
sale  thereof  for  the  last  (1747-48)  of  those  years  was  only  thirty  rd^.  To 
account  for  this  decrease  of  so  very  material  a branch  of  our  revenue 
you  allege  the  troubles  at  the  southern  ports  hindered  the  export  thereof, 
and  also  that  private  traders  have  vended  more  considerable  quantities 
than  usual.  This  last  is  a reason  not  at  all  justifiable  because  it  so 
manifestly  turns  to  our  great  hurt  and  detriment.  We  therefore 
cannot  imagine  how  this  large  private  export  could  be  carried  on 
without  your  knowledge  or  connivance. 

The  Kulambis  or  husbandmen  who  manufacture  the  salt  and  pay  the 
Company  a toka  rent  or  moiety  of  the  annual  product  of  the  salt  grounds, 
and  are  entitled  to  the  other  moiety  for  their  expense  and  labour,  seem 
to  us  to  have  an  equal  right  to  sell  their  moiety  with  the  Comj)any  and 
no  more.  Further  we  are  told  by  some  of  our  members  that  this  was  the 
old  standing  rule  or  maxim  formerly,  and  generally  observed.  But 
we  have  been  acquainted  that  of  late  years  our  servants  have  made  a 
practice  of  buying  salt  from  the  Kulambis  at  cheap  rates  and  vending 
the  same  to  the  exporters  at  considerable  profit  whereby  our  salt  hath 
been  left  on  hand  very  much  to  our  disadvantage. 

As  it  therefore  is  incumbent  on  you,  and  more  especially  on  us,  to 
keep  a watchful  eye  on  all  those  who  have  the  inspection  and  management 
of  any  branch  of  our  revenue  under  their  care,  and  to  cause  an 
immediate  enquiry  to  be  made  when  it  is  impaired  or  sunk  low,  we 
positively  enjoin  and  order  you  to  make  a strict  and  impartial  enquiry 
into  the  state  of  the  Company’s  salt  ginunds  and  their  produce,  and 
also  those  of  private  property  for  the  last  seven  years,  and  to  set  down 
in  your  proceedings  thereupon  by  whom  the  salt  was  respectively  sold 
and  at  what  rates,  and  what  observations  you  make  to  be  necessary  for 
our  information.  If  upon  the  whole  you  find  that  our  servants,  the 
Collectors  of  our  revenues,  or  the  Portuguese  stewards  of  the  salt 
grounds,  or  any  of  them,  have  been  guilty  of  any  breach  of  trust  or 
maladministration  in  their  offices  respectively  (for  we  are  fully 
convinced  our  Collectors  have  sold  salt  especially  in  the  year  1747-48 
when  the  average  price  of  salt  appears  to  be  so  high  as  one  hundred  and 
thirty-three  rupees  per  rds)  we  direct  you  to  get  us  full  reparation  and 
satisfaction  for  the  wrong  and  injury  we  have  sustained  by  the  breach 
of  trust  in  such  offenders,  and  do  dismiss  suspend  or  censure  them  as 
the  circumstances  of  the  ease  require,  and  is  agreeable  to  equity  and 


^ Bom,  Gov.  Consultation  8th  March  1743,  Puh.  Diary  16  of  1743,  67. 
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good  conscience^  that  the  i-est  o£  our  servants  may  thereby  be  admonished 
to  do  nothing  upon  any  account  prejudicial  to  our  revenue. 

By  the  general  books  it  doth  not  appear  what  quantity  of  salt  might 
remain  annually  upon  hand  to  balance,  and  we  cannot  readily  trace 
out  the  total  annual  export  from  the  Bombay  and  Mahim  accounts  of 
customs,  so  that  we  direct  you  in  future  to  send  us  a particular  account 
of  the  salt  made  and  sold  every  year,  with  the  total  export  thereof 
from  the  island,  and  the  balance  upon  hand,  and  that  the  same  be  duly 
signed  and  certified  by  the  collectors  of  our  customs  and  revenues  to  be 
a true  and  full  account  thereof. 

And  we  further  insist  and  order  that  our  salt  (while  there  is  any  on 
hand)  be  sold  jointly  with  that  of  the  Kulambis  at  such  moderate  rates 
and  prices  as  may  promote  and  encourage  the  export  as  you  shall  from 
time  to  time  think  fit  to  settle  and  appoint.  Also  that  such  rates  and 
prices  shall  be  made  public  and  entered  in  your  Consultation  book 
accordingly.  And  we  further  order  that  the  Kulambis  be  duly  and 
punctually  paid  their  moiety  on  such  sales  of  salt  as  the  money  shall 
be  received  for  the  same  without  delay  or  inconvenience  to  them.^ 

Eeferring  to  the  above  orders  from  the  Court,  a Consultation  of  the 
16  th  October  1750  records:  The  Honourable  Company  having  been 
pleased  to  order  that  in  future  the  price  of  salt  be  settled  in  Council 
before  any  is  permitted  to  be  exported,  the  same  is  now  fixed,  namely 
llauli  at  Bs.  80  per  rds  and  all  other  at  Bs.  70. 

The  same  Consultation  continues  : The  Honourable  Company  have  been 
pleased  to  order  an  examination  to  be  made  into  the  exportation  of  salt 
for  some  years  past.  Messrs.  Sedgwicke  Scott  and  Lane  are  appointed 
a committee  to  inspect  the  Collectors’  books  and  accounts  for  the  fourteen 
preceding  years  and  to  draw  out  a regular  account  of  what  quantity  has 
been^exported  annually  in  that  time,  by  whom  respectively  sold,  and  at 
what  rates.  This  they  are  to  lay  before  the  Board.^  ^ 

A Consultation,  the  13th  November  1750,  records  : Bead  the  report 
of  the  committee  who  were  appointed  in  Consultation  the  16th  ultimo 
to  make  an  examination  into  the  state  of  the  Honourable  Company's 
salt  revenues ; ordered  that  it  be  entered  after  this  Consultation  with 
the  account  they  have  drawn  out  thereof.^ 

The  following  statement  gives  the  sale  or  export  of  salt  for  the 
fourteen  years  ending  1748,  setting  forth  upon  whose  account  the  sales 
were  made  and  the  medium  rates  per  rds  fixed  under  the  management 
of  the  several  collectors  : ° 
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Bombay  Salt^  Sale  and  Export,  Ilf 35  to  1748. 


Year. 

Company’s  Salt. 

Mediuiin 

Price-. 

Kulambi’s 

Salt. 

Private  Salt. 

Exports, 

Rds. 

qr. 

as. 

Rs. 

Rsw 

Rds, 

qr. 

as. 

Rs. 

Rds, 

qr. 

as. 

Rs. 

Rds. 

qr. 

as. 

Rs. 

1735 

41 

3 

2 

411 

494 

41 

2 

2 

83 

• •• 

137 

2 

2 

44 

1736 

30 

1 

1 

411 

49| 

29 

1 

3 

84 

99 

2 

1 

97 

1737 

* • • 

33 

3 

30^ 

491 

31  : 

3 

304 

44* 

... 

4 4. 

89 

3 

3 

68 

1738 

104 

1 

3 

7 

49i 

90 

3 

3 

184 

. 4 . 

4 4« 

• 4 4 

232 

1 

37 

1739 

• • • 

95 

2 

391 

491 

82 

• •• 

654 

4.4 

. . 4 

44* 

196 

3 

1 

26 

1740 

••• 

156 

2 

2 

62| 

49| 

93 

... 

95 

. • 4 

444 

271 

1 

1 

67^ 

23 

1741 

122 

3 

2 

66 

621 

99 

2 

3 

134 

444 

4 4 » 

4 44 

2.59 

1 

2 

1742 

• • • 

97 

1 

• • • 

95| 

621 

68 

• . * 

2 

864 

4«W 

44« 

.4. 

186 

4 4. 

1 

16 

1743 

152 

1 

2 

21^ 

81 

103 

1 

2 

89 

44* 

... 

4 4 4 

364 

2 

0 

90 

1744 

... 

82 

3 

1 

531 

86 

70 

3 

. • 4 

464 

44* 

44^ 

245 

2 

4 4* 

12i 

1745 

68 

1 

4 

41 

70 

55 

3 

564 

61 

2 

99^ 

184 

2 

2 

97 

1746 

• •• 

95 

3 

2 

44^ 

50 

53 

2 

3 

86 

39 

2 

2 

22^ 

189 

1 

444 

53 

1747 

• •• 

149 

3 

3 

59| 

90 

125 

3 

2 

77 

109 

2 

19 

385 

1 

2 

56 

1748 

30 

••• 

• •• 

69 

133 

16 

0 

6 

80 

3 

.4. 

731 

126 

3 

3 

m 

On  the  7th  December  1750,  the  Collector  Mr.  Lawrence  Snlivanitf 
writes  to  Government : As  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  examine  into)! 
the  salt  revenue  have  (through  an  assertion  of  Mr.  AY.  Sedgwicke)  ] pj 
committed  a mistake  prejudicial  to  the  Honourable  Company  and  off 
disservice  to  me  I esteem  myself  under  a necessity  of  giving  you  this? 
trouble.  In  the  general  advices  to  England  by  Boscawen^  it  is  said  thatr 
the  amount  of  38  rds  of  salt  charged  to  Mr.  Byfeldin  the  Salisbury’ s% 
letter,  as  also  a different  amount  of  34  rds  inserted  in  the  Boscaioen’ss 
address,  were  both  received  from  Mr.  Lawrence  Sulivan  the  Collector. . 

I therefore  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Honour  that  the  committee eJ 
received  no  such  account  from  me  nor  was  it  required.  General  sales  off»j 
Collector’s  salt  I did  give  them  which  could  have  no  affinity  with  the?S 
present  question  relative  to  abuses  only,  and  the  statement  delivered  byri< 
me  to  the  late  President  from  which  was  taken  the  quantity  mentionedlxi 
in  the  Salisbury’s  general  letter  is  right.  My  letter  to  the  committeee>fi 
will  clear  up  this  point  as  also  explain  to  the  Honourable  Company  theek 
fixed  method  of  exporting  salt.  The  reasons  why  the  Honourablei'i 
Company’s  sales  of  salt  in  some  years  considerably  exceed  those  of  theefc 
husbandmen  who  should  have  a moiety,  are  the  debts  owing  by  the  salt--l. 
makers,  now  brought  on  the  Collector’s  books,  which  will  show  ania< 
increase  to  this  year’s  revenue  of  Es.  5203-2-97.  As  all  this  is  omitteditfi 
in  the  committee’s  report,  I request  of  your  Honour  that  the  said  letter 
which  I here  inclose  with  this  my  address  may  be  entered  in  thedj 
Consultations  when  I flatter  myself  they  will  sufficiently  vindicate  meija 
from  every  reflection.^ 

Mr.  Sulivan’s  letter  to  the  Committee,  dated  the  27th  October  17501c 
and  referred  to  above,  runs  : At  your  last  meeting  it  was  required  of  1 > 
me  to  answer  in  writing  the  following  questions  : 

(1)  What  quantity  of  salt  has  been  made  each  year  for  14  yearsstj 
past  to  the  31st  July  1748. 

(2)  The  general  remains  of  salt  for  each  year. 

(3)  The  quantity  of  salt  sold  on  the  Honourable  Company’s';^ 
account  with  the  medium  rates  to  the  like  number  of  years. 
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(4)  The  quantity  of  salt  sold  on  the  Kulambis^  account. 

( 5)  Do.  exported  on  private  account. 

(6)  Total  export  of  salt. 

To  your  first  and  second  questions  one  answer  will  suffice.  Private  salt 
having  no  connection  with  the  Honourable  Company’s  and  Kulambis’  salt^ 
the  Collectors  never  did  more  than  distinguish  to  the  custom  master 
the  exports  of  private  salt  as  they  occurred.  Consequently  it  is  imprac- 
ticable to  give  the  quantities  made  or  the  general  remains  for  past 
years,  but  in  future  it  may  be  done  and  a regular  register  kept  in  my 
office.  Your  third  and  fourth  questions  I can  complete  for  the  14  years 
required.  The  fifth  and  sixth  I cannot  answer,  because  no  accounts  of 
private  exports  are  available  before  1745.  However,  instead  of  the 
14  years  to  July  1748  I shall  subjoin  the  Honourable  Company’s  and 
Kulambis’  sales  for  six  years  from  1745  to  1750  inclusive.  These  give 
you  fully  the  sales  of  salt  on  the  Honourable  Company’s,  Kulambis’,  and 
private  accounts,  together  with  the  total  exports  of  and  the  medium 
prices  of  each  year.  From  that  statement  it  appears  that  the  Company’s 
sales,  or  rather  the  amount  carried  to  the  Company’s  credit,  is  much 
greater  than  the  share  of  the  Kulambis  concerned  with  them.  In  explana- 
tion it  must  be  observed  that  the  Company’s  yearly  exceediugs  are  in  part 
stoppages  for  debts  due  from  the  salt-makers  which  are  gradually 
recovered  as  the  peoples’  abilities  admit.  Those  debts,  and  their  rise 
and  decrease  in  the  last  six  years,  I shall  here  insert.  The  salt  owing 
to  the  Honourable  Company  are  debts  of  many  years  standing,  for  the 
Kulambis  or  public  salt- makers  have,  besides  Rauli,  distinct  pans  in  Suri, 
Shaikh-Misri,  and  Vaddla.  These  formerly  (as  Rauli  does  now)  paid 
the  Company’s  toka  or  fixed  quantity  yearly  j and  while  that  method 
held,  they  were  annually  deficient,  which  brought  on  the  present 
regulation.  The  Kulambis  were  indebted  to  the  Company  as  follows  : 

Year.  RAs,  Year.  BAs, 

1745  ...  227  — 1748  ...  204 

1746  ...  208  — 1749  ...  149 

1747  ...  179  — 1750  ...  122 

The  rules  laid  down  for  exportation  are  short  and  plain.  The 

Honourable  Company  for  themselves  and  for  the  Kulambis  or  public  salt- 
makers  sell  the  first  two  or  three  months  or  until  about  50  rds  are  sold 
without  admitting  the  private  salt-makers  to  sell  any,  foi  this  equitable 
reason  that  the  Company’s  computed  quantity  is  annually  about  tgjS  160 
against  rds  114  of  private  salt.  After  the  first  three  months  to  the 
end  of  the  year  the  sales  are  invariable,  namely  Jrds  the  Company’s  and 
Kulambis’  and  ^rd  the  private  salt-makers.^ 

On  the  above  letters,  at  their  Consultation  the  7 th  December  1750,  the 
Board  observe  : Read  a letter  from  Mr.  Lawrence  Sulivan  with  copy  of 
one  wrote  by  him  to  the  committee  who  were  appointed  in  Consultation 
the  16th  October  last  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  Honourable  Com- 
pany’s salt  revenue.  As  Mr.  Sulivan  mentions  abuses  in  said  letter  and 
seems  to  insinuate  as  if  such  had  been  committed  in  the  Collector’s 
office,  the  Secretary  is  directed  to  acquaint  him  that  the  Board  expects 
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he  will  explain  to  them  what  such  abuses  are  and  by  whom  committed^ 
and  that  he  state  the  same  in  a clear  and  distinct  light  to  them  for 
their  information.^ 

Thereupon  Mr.  Sulivan  writes,  the  20th  December  1750  : The 
Secretary  by  letter  acquaints  me  that  it  is  your  order  I explain  to 
your  Honour  what  I would  insinuate  by  my  abuses  in  my  address  of 
the  7th  instant,  by  whom  committed,  as  also  to  state  the  same  in  a 
clear  and  distinct  light.  My  letter  was  intended  to  clear  me  from 
delivering  different  accounts  of  Mr.  EyfekBs  exceedings  in  the  sale 
of  salt ; I name  him  in  my  address  and  I call  those  exceedings  an  abuse. 
I know  of  no  others,  and  this  being  public  to  the  late  President  and 
Council  and  by  them  determined  by  the  Salisbury  s g’eneral  advices  to 
England,  I apprehend  your  Honours  do  not  mean  I shall  meddle  with 
it.  In  this  I am  confirmed  as  the  committee  appointed  by  the  late 
President  and  Council  in  November  to  examine  the  salt  revenue  for 
many  years  past  made  it  no  part  of  their  enquiry.  If  I have  mistaken 
the  orders  of  your  Honour,  upon  notice  I will  instantly  draw  up 
a statement.  But  this  indeed  can  only  be  repeating  a fact  already 
known  to  the  members  of  Council.^ 

On  perusing  the  above  letter,  the  Board  record,  the  21st  December 
1750:  Head  a letter  from  Mr.  Sulivan  from  which  and  his  former 
letter  entered  after  Consultation,  the  7 th  instant,  it  plainly  apj)ears 
that  the  exeeeding’s  in  Mr.  ByfeldY  sale  of  salt  in  1748  was  really 
rds  38,  neither  more  or  less  as  mentioned  to  the  Honourable  Company 
by  ship  Salisbury,  and  to  which  the  committee  appointed  in  Consul- 
tation, the  16th  October,  to  examine  into  the  Honourable  CompanyN 
salt  revenue,  acquiesce  and  are  satisfied  with  it.^ 

A Consultation,  the  5th  March  1751,  records  : The  Board  being 
met  at  the  warehouse  and  the  merchants  attending,  it  was  agreed  first 
to  put  up  the  salt  pans  belonging  to  the  Honourable  Company  and 
j)rivate  persons  in  one  lot  at  the  desire  of  the  merchants  and  on  the 
conditions  on  which  they  were  to  be  farmed  out.  The  conditions  were 
read  as  follows : 

1.  That  the  farm  be  let  for  seven  years  commencing  from  the 
1st  June  1751  to  the  31st  May  1758,  and  the  amount  of  the  farm 
to  be  discharged  yearly  on  the  31st  May  of  each  year. 

2.  That  the  farmer  in  consideration  of  the  rent  he  pays  shall  be 
at  liberty  to  sell  his  salt  for  the  most  he  can  get  without  any  inter- 
ruption and  shall  be  also  empowered  to  make  use  of  all  the  Kulambis 
that  are  already  employed  for  the  cultivation  of  said  salt-pans,  and 
receive  of  them  the  salt  as  the  Honourable  ComjDany  used  to  do  for 
the  respective  pans. 

3.  That  the  farmer  shall  pi’eservc  all  the  salt-pans  in  the  same 
condition  as  he  shall  find  them  at  the  time  he  receives  them  into 
his  possession  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  his  farm  deliver 
them  in  the  like  good  order  at  his  own  charge  and  expense. 

4.  That  the  farmer  shall  have  leave  to  export  his  salt  to  any 
port  whatsoever  and  likewise  may  sell  what  quantity  he  can  for  the 
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use  of  this  island^  and  no  other  person  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  any 
without  his  leave  or  permission. 

5.  That  the  owners  of  the  private  salt-pans  who  do  not  choose  to 
deliver  them  up  shall  be  permitted  to  sell  their  salt  in  a one-third 
proportion  to  what  the  farmers  sell  in  the  same  manner  they  used  to 
do  with  the  Honourable  Company. 

6.  That  no  one  on  the  island  shall  buy  any  salt  from  the  neigh- 
bouring country,  so  long  as  the  said  farmer  has  any  salt  to  dispose 
of,  nor  shall  they  let  out  to  freight  their  vessels  or  boats  to  the  other 
side  merchants  to  be  loaded  with  salt  upon  pain  of  being*  fined  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Governor  and  Council. 

7.  That  the  custom  masters  of  Bombay  and  Mdhim  shall  not 
clear  any  of  the  salt  boats  without  as  is  usual  their  owners  producing 
notes  from  the  farmer  or  his  officers  that  none  of  them  may  cheat 
the  Honourable  Company  of  their  customs  or  the  farmer  of  his 
money. 

8.  That  should  any  of  the  Honourable  Company's  salt  remain 
unsold  at  the  time  of  delivering  the  said  salt-pans  into  the  possession 
of  the  farmer,  he  shall  buy  that  salt  at  a moderate  price  and  pay  the 
amount  of  it  at  the  latter  end  of  the  first  year  of  his  farm,  and  when 
any  of  the  farmer^  s salt  shall  remain  unsold  at  the  expiration  of  the 
said  term  of  the  farm,  the  Honourable  Company  or  the  next  farmers 
shall  take  the  same  at  the  rate  he  paid  the  Honourable  Company  for 
theirs. 

9.  That  as  several  Kunbis  are  in  the  Honourable  Company's 
debt,  the  farmer  shall  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  collectors  one -third 
of  what  money  he  receives  for  their  proportion  of  the  salt  he  sells 
till  their  respective  debts  are  discharged. 

10.  That  the  charges  and  expenses  of  covering  the  salt  shall  be 
on  the  farmer^  s account. 

11.  That  should  any  dispute  arise  between  the  farmer  and  the 
Kulambis  that  cannot  be  accommodated  among  themselves,  the  farmer 
may  apply  to  the  Collector  who  will  decide  the  same  and  also  give 
him  the  necessary  assistance  upon  all  occasions. 

After  this  the  salt-pans  were  put  up  at  Rs.  5000  and  cried  down  by 
Bhiku  Sinay,  Newrekar,  and  Manoel  Texenia  at  Rs.  9725  per  annum. ^ 

On  the  7th  February  1758  the  inhabitants  of  ’ the  island  made  the 
following  representation  to  Government : That  they  have  always 
heretofore  had  free  liberty  to  buy  salt  for  their  use,  at  a reasonable 
price  as  the  Kunbis  used  to  bring  it  to  sell  from  door  to  door  but  that 
they  have  suffered  much  since  the  commencement  of  the  jpresent  farm 
owing  to  the  following  reasons  : 

1.  Because  the  farmers  set  up  a shop  at  Mahim  and  another  at 
Bombay  and  sell  salt  at  five  res  the  adholi  which  amounts  to  Rs.  208 
the  rds  though  they  at  the  same  time  sold  it  to  the  merchants  at 
Rs.  60  the  rds  or  thereabouts. 
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2.  That  the  salt  which  they  sell  in  those  parts  is  full  of  earth 
and  good  for  nothing. 

3.  That  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  go  themselves  to  the  shops 
and  bring  the  salt  they  purchase  by  hlgdris  or  labourers_,  as  they  live 
at  too  great  a distance  from  the  shops^  which  occasions  a great  charge 
and  loss  of  time  and  the  salt  to  turn  out  to  them  at  an  exorbitant  price ; 
and  oftentimes  they  have  been  obliged  to  return  without  any^  because 
the  shops  were  shut  and  none  to  be  got.  All  this  the  petitioners 
humbly  submit  to  your  Honours'’  consideration_,  begging  the  new 
farmers  may  be  obliged  to  sell  their  salt  from  door  to  door  as  heretofore 
usual.  ^ 

On  perusing  this  representation  the  Board  observe^  the  7th  February 
1758  : Read  a representation  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  parti- 
cularising the  inconveniences  which  they  suffer  from  the  tenour  of  the 
salt  farmer^ s lease,  and  being  sensible  of  the  truth  thereof,  it  is  agreed 
that  we  regulate  the  conditions  of  the  new  farmerbs  contract.^ 

A Consultation,  the  14th  February  1758,  records:  The  Board 
repaired  to  the  tent  near  the  bandar  and  all  proprietors  of  the  private 
salt -pans  refusing  to  farm  out  theirs  but  on  the  terms  of  the  last 
contract,  the  Honourable  Company's  pans  were  rented  out  alone  for 
a term  of  seven  years  commencing  the  12th  June  next  to  Vithoba 
Udhavji,  Bhagvanji  Visaji,  and  N4ranji  Madhavshet  for  Rs.  8800 
per  annum  or  only  Rs.  925  per  annum  less,  for  the  private  pans  being 
excluded,  on  the  following  conditions  being  previously  declared  : 

1.  That  the  farmers  shall  hold  the  salt-pans  for  the  term  of  seven 
years  to  commence  from  the  twelfth  day  of  June  next  and  to  expire 
on  the  eleventh  day  of  J une,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1765  and  shall  pay  the  yearly  rent  of  the  said  salt-pans  on  the 
31st  day  of  May  of  every  year  till  the  expiration  of  the  contract. 

2.  That  the  said  farmers  for  their  trouble  and  expense  in  retailing 
salt  to  the  inhabitants  or  others  on  this  island  shall  be  allowed  to 
receive  50  per  cent  advance  on  the  price  it  sells  for  at  the  pans,  but 
no  more.  And  for  the  better  ascertaining  the  said  jirice,  the  Collector 

for  the  time  being  shall  every  fifteen  days  regulate  and  publish  the 

same  for  the  jiur chasers^  information. 

3.  That  the  said  farmers  shall  be  empowered  to  make  use  of  all 

the  Kulambis  that  have  usually  been  employed  for  the  eultivatino’  of 
the  said  salt-pans,  and  that  no  person  but  the  said  farmers  shall  be 
allowed  to  employ  them  during  the  months  of  March  April  and  May 
of  every  year  in  particular.  ^ 

4.  That  the  said  farmers  shall  be  obliged  to  keep  the  followino' 
shops  for  retailing  salt  which  shall  be  kept  open  every  day  in  the  year 
from^  sunrise  till  sunset,  that  is  to  say  eight  shops  in  Bombay  and 
its  districts  and  four  shops  in  Mahim  and  its  districts,  namely  : 
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Salt  Shops,  1758, 


Bombay. 

Ma'him. 

No. 

Position. 

No. 

Position. 

1 

Church. 

1 

Mdhim. 

1 

Tobacco  shop. 

1 

Portuguese  Church. 

1 

Salva9ao  Church. 

1 

Mumbadevi. 

1 

Batchers’  houses. 

1 

Warli  Ndla. 

1 

Cavel, 

1 

Grigon  (Girgaon). 

1 

Ausally  (Hasdli)  Tank. 

1 

Mitzgaon. 

8 

4 
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5.  That  the  said  farmers  shall  always  have  in  each  of  the  above 
mentioned  shops  a sufficient  stock  of  good  clean  salt  to  sell  to  the 
inhabitants  or  others  by  retail  with  proper  servants  or  attendants  to 
deliver  the  same  at  any  time  within  the  above  mentioned  hours. 
And  upon  proof  of  any  failure  therein  being  made  to  the  Collector 
for  the  time  being,  the  said  farmers  shall  be  liable  to  pay  him  a fine 
of  Rs.  5 each  time,  one-half  whereof  shall  be  given  to  the  com- 
plainant or  person  aggrieved  and  the  remainder  for  the  Honourable 
Company. 

6.  That  the  said  farmers  slrall  supply  any  person  or  persons  who 
may  be  employed  to  salt  meat  or  fish  for  the  Honourable  Company's 
military  or  marine  on  this  island  with  such  quantities  of  salt  as  he 
or  they  may  want  for  those  services,  from  the  pans,  at  the  same  rate 
that  the  farmers  may  at  such  time  sell  it  to  the  merchants  for 
exportation,  and  shall  be  liable  to  such  fine  as  the  President  and 
Council  for  the  time  being  may  think  proper  to  inflict  in  case  of 
their  refusing  or  delaying  at  any  time  to  supply  the  same  without 
shewing  sufficient  cause  for  it ; as  likewise  in  case  of  their  imposing 
on  any  such  person  or  persons  in  the  last  mentioned  price. 

7 . That  the  quantity  of  salt  to  be  exported  by  the  said  farmers 
shall  as  customary  be  full  one  hundred  rds  before  the  proprietors  of 
23rivate  salt  shall  be  permitted  to  export  any.  After  this  the  proprie- 
tors of  private  salt  shall  be  permitted  to  export  one-third  of  the  whole 
quantity  that  is  exported  in  the  remaining  part  of  the  season. 

8.  That  at  the  expiration  of  the  new  contract  the  farmers  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Honourable  Company  or  the  next  farmer  or  farmers  for 
any  salt  they  may  then  have  remaining  at  the  medium  rate  which  salt 
may  sell  for  in  the  year  1765. 

9.  That  should  any  of  the  present  farmers’  salt  remain  unsold 
at  the  time  of  delivering  the  salt-pans  into  the  new  farmers'’  posses- 
sion, they  shall  buy  it  of  the  present  farmers  at  the  same  price  that 
they  paid  the  Honourable  Company  for  their  remains  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  contract,  and  shall  adjust  the  term  for  the 
payment  thereof  in  such  manner  as  may  be  agreed  on,  when  the  new 
farmers  receive  the  salt-pans  from  the  present  farmers. 

10.  That  the  new  farmers  shall  jneserve  all  the  salt-joans  in  the 
same  good  order  and  condition  as  they  may  find  them  in  at  the  time 
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they  take  possession  of  them  at  their  own  charge  and  expense  and  at 
the  exj^iration  o£  their  contract  shall  deliver  them  up  in  like  manner 
to  the  said  Honourable  Company  or  their  order. 

11.  That  the  said  farmers  shall  have  leave  to  export  their  salt  to 
any  place  whatever  and  likewise  may  sell  what  quantity  they  can  for 
the  use  of  this  island.  No  other  person  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  salt 
privately  without  the  farmer^s  leave  and  permission. 

12.  That  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  island  shall  buy  any  salt 
from  the  neighbouring  countries  so  long  as  the  farmers  have  any  to. 
dispose  of^  noiq  upon  penalty  of  being  fined  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Governor  and  Council  for  the  time  being,  shall  they  let  out  to  freight 
their  vessels  or  boats  to  the  other  side  merchants  to  be  loaded 
with  salt. 

13.  That  the  custom  masters  of  Bombay  and  Mahim  shall  not 
clear  any  of  the  salt  boats  unless  as  usurd  the  owners  produce  a 
certificate  from  their  farmers  or  their  officers  that  none  of  them  may 
cheat  the  Honourable  Company  of  their  customs  or  the  farmers  of 
their  due. 

14.  That  as  several  of  the  Kulambis  are  indebted  to  the  Honour- 
able Company,  the  farmers  shall  pay  into  the  hands  of  said  Honour- 
able Company's  Collector  for  the  time  being  one-third  of  what 
money  they  receive  for  the  Kulambis^  proportion  of  the  salt  they  sell 
till  the  Kulambis"’  respective  debts  are  discharged. 

15.  That  the  charge  of  covering  the  salt  pans  and  all  other 
charges  shall  be  borne  by  the  farmers. 

16.  That  if  any  disputes  arise  between  the  farmers  and  the 
Kulambis  that  cannot  be  accommodated  amongst  themselves,  the  farmers 
may  apply  to  the  Collector  for  the  time  being  who  will  decide  the 
same  and  also  give  them  the  necessary  assistance  upon  all  occasions. 

17.  That  there  being  a vacant  space  of  ground  at  Shaikh- Misri 
which  will  admit  of  more  salt  pans  being  made  for  the  Honourable 
Company's  farmers^  and  Kulambis’  mutual  benefit,  the  farmers  shall 
be  permitted  to  make  as  many  more  as  may  be  judged  proper  or 
necessary  on  their  bearing  an  equal  part  or  one-half  of  the  expense 
with  the  Honourable  Company. 

18.  That  for  the  security  of  the  payment  and  the  performance  of 
the  conditions  aforesaid,  the  said  farmers  shall  bind  and  oblige  them- 
selves their  heirs  executors  administrators  or  assigns  to  the  President 
and  Council  and  their  successors  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  afore- 
said Honourable  Company,  by  an  obligation  to  be  signed  sealed  and 
delivered  by  them  on  the  twelfth  day  of  June  next ; and  the  said 
farmers  shall  likewise  have  a counterpart  thereof  with  the  common 
seal  of  the  aforesaid  Honourable  Company  affixed  thereto.^ 

Eegarding  repairs  to  salt-pan  sluices  a Consultation  of  the  7th 
February  1769  records  : Bead  a letter  from  the  Collector  representing 
that  the  sluices  at  the  salt-pans  are  much  in  want  of  repair  and  enclosing- 
a petition  to  him  from  the  late  oart  farmers  setting  forth  the  losses. 


1 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  14th  Feb.  1758,  Pub.  Diary  31  of  1768,  118-123. 
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sustained  by  them  during  the  term  o£  their  lease.  It  is  ordered  that  the 
sluices  be  repaired  agreeable  to  an  estimate  from  the  clerk  of  the  works 
now  laid  before  this  Boards  amounting  to  Rs.  2489-2-40,  and  that  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  oart  farmers  being  Rs.  317-2-8  be  made  good 
to  them  agreeable  to  the  conditions  of  their  lease.  ^ 

Builders  and  Building  Materials, 

In  the  early  days  of  Bombay  carpenters  and  other  artificers  were  so 
scarce  that  to  a certain  extent  Government  were  forced  to  keep  them 
in  the  old  Indian  position  of  helot  craftsmen.  On  the  19th  September 
1694  Government  write  to  the  Mahim  custom  master  Mr.  W.  Aislabie  : 
These  are  to  enorder  you  to  let  none  of  these  country  carpenters  go  oft 
this  island  without  a particular  order  from  us.  Similar  orders  were  issued 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Lawrence  custom  master  at  Bombay  and  to  Serjeant 
Rock  at  Sion.” 

On  the  27th  July  1695  an  order  to  Mr.  R.  Sprig  runs  : Two  pair  of 
sawyers  accompany  these  whom  you  are  to  employ  and  to  allow  them 
two  sers  of  hhichadi  and  eight  hujruks  a day.^ 

An  entry  in  the  Surat  Diary,  the  12th  December  1719,  runs: 
Wrote  a letter  to  Secretary  Rhillipps  which  went  by  eight  sawyers  who 
are  sent  down  by  order  for  the  Company's  service  at  Bombay,  they 
being  impressed  at  Rs.  384  for  wages  and  Rs.  32  for  way  charges.^ 

Referring  to  Surat  carpenters  employed  at  Bombay  the  Surat  Diary 
of  the  16th  August  1719  has  the  following  entry;  A general  letter 
received  from  Bombay  of  the  4th  instant  wherein  the  President  and 
Council  send  us  a muster  of  Guinea  stuffs  and  desired  us  to  pay  to 
Mr.  Parker^s  order  Rs.  41 5 4 for  impress  (or  earnest  money)  advanced 
to  16  carpenters  who  are  employed  by  the  Right  Honourable 
Company.^ 

A week  later,  22nd  August  1719,  the  same  Diary  records  : 
Rs.  41 5 J paid  to  Mr.  Lawrence  Parker  his  order  being  for  impress 
given  to  16  carpenters  which  are  employed  in  the  Right  Honourable 
Comj)any^s  works  at  Bombay.® 

Next  year,  the  2 5th  August  1720,  the  Surat  Diary  has  the  following 
entry  ; The  President  and  Council  in  their  letter  of  the  16th  instant 
direct  to  impress  10  or  12  carpenters  for  ship-work  at  Bombay.^ 

A Consultation,  the  25th  May  1733,  records  : Whereas  the  number 
of  carpenters  caulkers  and  sawyers  on  the  island  is  of  late  greatly 
diminished  notwithstanding  there  is  at  present  a greater  occasion  for 
them  than  heretofore.  Also  as  it  has  been  several  times  recommended 
to  the  overseers  of  the  Coolery  of  Mazgaon  to  encourage  the  inhabit- 
ants of  that  village  to  bring  up  their  children  to  those  trades,  as  they 
are  the  persons  fittest  for  the  work  and  soonest  acquire  a knowledge 
of  crafts,  it  is  directed  that  the  Secretary  write  a letter  to  the  receiver 
of  the  Honourable  Company's  rents  and  revenues  by  order  of  this 
Board,  requiring  him  to  give  proper  orders  that  such  a number  of  the 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  7th  Feb.  1769,  Pub.  Diary  53  of  1769,  209-210. 

' Sec.  Out.  L.  Book  5 of  1694-1696,  16.  ^ Sec.  Out.  L.  Book  5 of  1694-1696,  51. 

4 Surat  Fact.  Diary  611  of  1719-20.  ^ Surat  Fact.  Diary  611  of  1719-20. 

® Surat  Fact.  Diary  611  of  1719-20.  ^ Surat  Fact.  Diary  611  of  1719-20. 
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Mazgaon  boys  be  put  apprentices  to  the  several  trades  of  carpenters  ^ 
caulkers  and  sawyers  as  to  complete  and  keep  up  the  number  of* 
carpenters  now  on  the  island  to  twenty^  caulkers  to  thirty,  and 
sawyers  to  thirty,  and  that  he  see  his  orders  effectually  put  in 
execution.^ 

Begarding  smiths  in  1741  the  Surat  Diary  of  the  28th  June  1741 
records  : Being  in  want  of  smiths  to  carry  on  the  necessary  business  of  ‘ 
the  island,  the  Bombay  Government  direct  us  to  endeavour  to  procure 
25  to  whom  we  may  promise  Rs.  4 for  every  hundredweight  of  iron 
they  may  work  up  and  their  provisions.^ 

In  sending  sheers  for  coppersmiths,  the  14th  March  1753,  the 
Court  write  to  Bombay  : We  have  sent  by  the  Sandwich  four  pair  of 
sheers  such  as  are  used  by  the  coppersmiths  in  England  to  cut  copper 
plates  for  their  different  uses.  As  they  will  be  the  means  of  saving  ■ 
labour,  we  recommend  it  to  you  to  encourage  the  artificers  to  make ' 
use  of  them.^ 

In  1756  regarding  bricklayers  the  Bombay  Diary  of  the  14th  April 
has  the  following  entry  : Received  by  boat  a letter  from  the  Secretary 
at  Surat  which  enclosed  a list  of  the  names  of  36  bricklayers  sent 
hither  and  advised  of  each  being  advanced  three  months^  pay  and  10 
days^  provisions.^ 

Regarding  Mazgaon  carpenters  and  other  artificers  a Consultation . 
of  the  22nd  March  1757  directs:  It  being  more  proper  that  all  the  ‘ 
Mazgaon  carpenters  sawyers  caulkers  and  drillers  should  in  future  be  ‘ 
under  the  marine  superintendents  directions  instead  of  the  Col  lectori  s,  it: 
is  agreed  that  this  regulation  accordingly  take  place  from  this  time.^ 

To  provide  caulkers  a Consultation  of  the  27th  September  1757 
directs:  Not  being  able  to  get  near  a sufficient  number  of  caulkers; 
for  the  marine  service  it  is  ordered  that  the  Collector  deliver  over  all  I 
the  Mazgaon  boys  to  the  marine  superintendent  that  he  may  breed  1 
them  up  in  that  business.® 

A week  later,  the  6th  October  1757,  the  Board  further  direct:: 
Finding  there  are  no  more  than  five  Mazgaon  boys  of  a fit  age  for ' 
caulkers  or  sawyers,  it  is  agreed  that  lascars^  pay  be  allowed  any  ’ 
persons  willing  to  learn;  and  as  those  that  teach  them  must  necessarily' 
lose  some  time  therein,  that  such  difference  of  pay  be  made  good  to ) I 
them  by  the  marine  paymaster.'^ 

A Consultation,  the  5th  June  1759,  records:  The  superintend--! 
ent  representing  that  the  present  pay  allowed  to  caulkers  is  not“' 
near  equal  to  that  of  common  labourers,  and  that  this  has  occasioned  l| 
so  very  great  a want  of  those  artificers  for  a considerable  time  past:: 
that  some  of  His  Majesty’s  ships  as  well  as  the  Drake , Captain li 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  25tli  May  1733,  Pub.  Diary  5 of  1732-33,  129-130. 

2 Surat  Fact.  Diary  28tb  June  1741  Vol.  630  of  1740-41,  109-110.  Forrest’s  Home. 
Series,  I.  268. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  14tli  Mar.  1753,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  4 of  1752  - 1756,  81. 

4 Pub.  Diary  29  of  1756,  181. 

® Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  22ncl  Marcli  1757,  Pub.  Diary  30  of  1757,  95. 

® Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  27tb  Sept.  1757,  Pub.  Diary  30  of  1757,  368. 

7 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  6tb  Oct.  1757,  Pub.  Diary  30  of  1757,  376. 
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Fisher,  were  actually  obliged  to  proceed  to  Surat  this  season  to  get 
caulkers,  and  being  of  opinion  that  their  pay  being  increased  to  a 
quarter  of  a rupee  a day  will  induce  a sufficient  number  of  those 
necessary  people  to  resort  here,  the  superintendent  is  directed  to 
regulate  it  accordingly.^ 

On  receipt  of  a petition  from  Mazgaon  artificers  the  Board  direct 
on  the  5th  August  1760  : A petition  being  presented  in  the  name 
of  the  carpenters  sawyers  and  other  inhabitants  of  Mazgaon 
representing  that  they  labour  under  several  hardships  from  Mr.  R. 
Nowland  renter  of  that  village,  their  petition  is  referred  to  the 
committee  of  accounts  for  their  examination.^ 

In  1765  a considerable  number  of  carpenters  were  sent  from 
Surat  to  Bombay.  The  Bombay  Diary  of  the  25th  March  records  : 
Received  a letter  from  Surat  dated  17th  instant  and  served  to 
enclose  a list  of  40  carpenters  sent  overland.^ 

With  a view  to  find  out  a proper  spot  for  a smiths^  shop  and 
carpenters’ yard  Government  appointed  a committee  in  1767.  On 
the  23rd  February  the  committee  report ; Having  in  consequence 
of  your  Honour’s  orders  endeavoured  to  fix  on  a proper  spot  of 
ground  for  erecting  a smiths^  shop  and  carpenters^  yard,  we  have 
not  been  able  to  find  any  other  within  the  town  walls  proper  for 
this  purpose  but  the  east  end  of  the  Bandar  warehouse,  between  it 
and  the  Castle,  whereon  at  present  stands  an  old  house  belonging 
to  the  heirs  of  the  late  Banian  Jiva  deceased.  This  spot  is  in  every 
respect  proper  and  convenient,  and  the  amount  sale  of  the  houses 
at  present  made  use  of,  which  are  very  incommodious  for  this 
service,  will  we  apprehend  be  nearly  sufficient  for  the  purchase  of 
the  house  which  stands  on  diva’s  land.^ 

On  receipt  of  the  above  report  on  the  24th  February  1767  the 
Board  order : Read  a report  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
pitch  upon  a proper  spot  for  a smiths^  shop  and  carpenters’  yard, 
and  they  recommending  one  at  the  end  of  the  Bandar  warehouse, 
the  same  is  approved.  The  land  paymaster  is  ordered  to  enquire 
and  report  what  the  house  therein  mentioned  may  be  purchased 
for,  and  what  the  houses  now  used  for  a smiths’  shop  may  be 
supposed  to  sell  for.^ 

On  receipt  of  the  land  paymaster’s  report  on  the  10th  March 
1767  the  Board  direct : The  land  paymaster  reports  that  the 
house  wanted  for  erecting  a smiths’  shop  and  carpenters^  yard  has 
been  valued  at  Rs.  5510.  This  he  is  ordered  to  pay  to  the  owner 
and  take  possession  of  the  house  accordingly,  the  same  having  been 
estimated  at  its  utmost  value,  as  is  the  method  practised  in  all 
cases  of  this  kind,  though  the  owner  now  delivers  a petition  which 
is  read,  desiring  to  be  allowed  Rs.  7000  for  it.® 


' Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  5th  June  1759,  Pub.  Diary  32  of  1759,  372. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  5th  Aug.  1760,  Pub.  Diary  35  of  1760,  592. 

^ Pub.  Diary  44  of  1765,  184.  Pub.  Diary  48  of  1767,  153. 

® Pub.  Diary  48  of  1767,  150. 

® Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  lOtb  March  1767,  Pub.  Diary  48  of  1767,  179. 
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Concerning  scarcity  o£  timber  in  1672  (Nov. -Dee.)  the  Surat 
Council  write  to  Bombay  : We  have  considered  your  great  want  of 
timber  on  the  island  by  the  hindrance  of  the  Portugals  not  permit- 
ting  you  the  liberty  of  the  pass  of  Thana  without  such  extraordinary 
customs  duties.  We  have  therefore  for  your  present  suj^ply  hired  a 
large  boat  that  hath  four  guns  and  20  men  for  Bs.  240  and  shall  lade 
her  with  those  sorts  of  timber  that  we  have  in  readiness  here  and  at  the 
Swally  Marine,  d'hough  the  charge  be  great,  yet  we  consider  your 
greater  occasions  for  it  and  the  earnestness  you  press  upon  us  to  send  it.^ 

On  the  23rd  December  1672  the  Surat  Council  write : We  are  sorry 
your  endeavours  to  supply  the  island  with  timber  have  not  yet  taken 
effect.  We  have  some  at  the  Swally  Marine  and  more  at  Gandevi,  but 
we  cannot  procure  boats  to  carry  it.  We  do  not  sleep  in  the  business, 
and  will  supply  you  one  way  or  other.^ 

In  the  matter  of  the  supply  of  chunam  and  tiles  the  Surat  Council 
write  to  Bombay,  the  2nd  January  1676 : As  for  the  chunam  and  tiles, 
we  shall  endeavour  to  transport  them  to  you  so  soon  as  we  can  by  the 
first  conveyance  that  offers.  In  the  meantime  we  would  have  you  to 
order  all  boats  that  return  empty  from  Broach  and  Cambay  to  call 
upon  us  for  their  lading  and  this  upon  a severe  penalty  to  them  who 
do  not  obey  your  orders.^ 

A month  later,  the  8th  February  1676,  they  write  : We  have  more 
chunam  ready  for  you  and  shall  send  it  down  by  the  first  opportunity, 
and  shall  order  Mr.  Beynardson  to  send  the  salt  boats  from  Broach 
hither  to  be  laden  with  chunam  bricks  and  tiles  to  be  provided  for  them.^ 

On  the  1 7th  September  1696,  the  Bombay  Council  write  to  Mr. 
Brabourn  and  Council  : Shells  for  chunam  here  are  none,  but  we  have 
provided  a quantity  of  stones  ready  to  be  sent  you  by  the  first 
conveyance  of  which  we  make  all  our  chunam  here.^ 

On  the  8th  May  1702,  Government  order  Lieut.  Shaw  : If  you  can 
procure  chunam  at  M^him  for  three  and  a half  larees  the  khandi,  provide 
what  you  can  of  it  at  that  price  for  the  Bight  Honourable  Company's 
use  j if  less  won^t  purchase  it.^ 

A Consultation,  the  10th  December  1731,  records  : There  being  a 
great  want  of  timber  on  the  island  in  general  and  in  the  Company's 
works  in  particular  for  making  gun  carriages  and  other  services 
absolutely  necessary,  Panduji  Purvoe  offers  his  service  to  provide  a 
sufficient  quantity  at  the  best  hand  at  Gandevi,  and  requests  in  order  i 
thereunto  that  he  may  be  supplied  with  Bs.  8000,  which  is  agreed  to.^ 

Begarding  chunam  and  other  building  materials,  the  26th  March 
1755,  the  Court  write  : We  absolutely  forbid  the  paymaster,  stores-  i 


^ Surat  to  Bombay  (Nov.-Dee.)  1672,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  I of  1630  - 1673,  242. 

2 Surat  to  Bombay  23rd  Dec.  1672,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  1 of  1630-  167.3,  250. 

^ Surat  to  Bombay  2nd  Jan.  1676,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1675-76,  17. 

4 Surat  to  Bombay  Sth  Feb.  1676,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1675-76,  71*.  Forrest’s  I 
H ome  Series,  I.  82. 

6 Bombay  to  Worpll.  Brabourn  and  Council  17th  Sept.  1696,  Sec.  Out.  L.  Book  5 of 
1694  - 1696,36. 

Bom.  Gov.  Order  to  Lieut.  Shaw  Sth  May  1702,  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699  - 1702,  164.  I 
Bom.  Gov,  Consultation  10th  Dec.  1731,  Pub.  Diary  4 of  1731,  174. 
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keeper,  or  any  other  of  our  servants  whatsoever,  furnishing ^ hricks 
chunain  timber  or  any  other  materials  whatsoever  on  their  own 
private  accounts  directly  or  indirectly.  You  are  to  give  all  fitting 
encourag'ement  for  the  importation  of  all  sorts  of  materials  as  well 
as  for  the  making  bricks  by  as  many  different  persons  as  possible, 
and  you  are  with  the  utmost  care  to  prevent  all  monopolies 
of  materials.  You  are  to  give  public  notice  that  you  will 
receive  proposals  in  writing  at  Boards  to  be  held  for  the  purpose 
from  all  persons  indifferently  (our  own  servants  excepted)  who  are 
willing  to  furnish  you  with  materials  of  all  kinds  for  your  works, 
and  the  person  or  persons  who  offer  at  the  lowest  rates  (provided 
the  materials  are  good)  are  to  be  contracted  with.^ 

Referring  to  the  above  a Consultation,  the  23rd  September  1755, 
records  : In  consequence  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors^ 
commands  of  the  26th  March  last,  it  is  directed  that  the  Secretary 
issue  a publication  that  we  will  sit  on  the  30th  instant  to  receive 
proposals  from  any  person  or  persons  willing  to  contract  for  deliver- 
ing chunam,  bricks,  stone,  timber,  and  other  materials,  where ^ they 
may  be  wanted  for  making  the  necessary  alterations  and  additions 
to  the  works  and  buildings  to  be  erected." 

Mr.  TY.  Hornby  writes  to  Grovernment  on  the  29th  April  1760: 
The  Honourable  Company’s  works  carrying  on  require  a larger 
quantity  of  chunam  than  I can  supply  them  at  present.  This  is 
caused  by  several  private  chunam  makers  selling  their  chunam 
to  private  builders  at  a rate  so  high  as  to  enable  them?  to  pay  such 
prices  for  wood  and  labourers  that  unless  they  are  prevented 
making  it  is  impossible  to  supply  the  Honourable  Company’s 
works  at  the  usual  rate.  I therefore  request  that  while  the 
Company^’s  works  are  carrying  on  no  private  chunam  maker  be 
permitted  to  burn  chunam  for  sale.  By  this  means  I shall  be  able, 
by  having  all  the  assistance  of  labourers  which  are  now  employed 
on  private  kilns,  fully  to  supply  the  Company  s works.^ 

Referring  to  the  above  proposal  a Consultation,  the  29th  April 
1760,  records:  Read  a letter  from  Mr.  William?  Hornby  desiring 
that  no  private  chunam  maker  may  be  permitted  to  burn  chunam 
for  sale  while  the  Honourable  Company’s  works  are  carrying  on  that 
he  may  be  enabled  to  supply  them  therewith  at  the  usual  rate.. 
Resolved  that  a publication  be  issued  strictly  requiring  till  further 
order,  all  private  chunam  makers  to  supply  the  Honourable  Com- 
pany with  half  of  whatever  quantity  of  chunam  they  may  burn  at 
the  rate  of  Rs.  If  the  khandi^  being  the  price  that  the  land,  new 
fortification,  and  dock  and  pier  paymasters  are  allowed  to  charge 
and  forbidding  them  to  furnish  any  of  this  article  to  any  person 
whatever  at  a higher  rate  on  penalty  of  forfeiting  Rs.  10  for 
every  Jchandiy  half  for  the  benefit  of  the  Honourable  Company 
and  the  remainder  to  the  informer.  The  Board  are  very  sensible 
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1 Court  to  Bombay  26th  March  1765  paras  89-91,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L,  Vol.  4 of 
1752' 1756,  220.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  161  - 162. 

^ Bom.  Grov.  Consultation  23rd  Sept,  1755,  Pub.  Diary  28  of  1755,  340. 
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that  the  great  number  of  private  buildings  which  have  been 
carrying  on  for  these  five  or  six  years  have  and  do  at  this  time 
very  much  retard  the  progress  of  the  public  works  so  necessary  for 
the  security  of  the  island,  and  have  much  enhanced  the  price  of 
all  materials  as  well  as  the  pay  of  the  artificers  and  labourers. 
In  order  to  prevent  this  evil  for  the  future,  till  such  time  as  the 
public  works  are  nearer  completed,  it  is  resolved  that  all  persons 
whatever  on  this  island  be  positively  forbid  to  begin  any  new 
buildings,  but  only  to  complete  such  as  are  now  begun  and  to 
rebuild  such  others  as  may  become  absolutely  necessary  to  their 
habitations,  the  necessity  for  which  other  buildings  Messrs.  Hornby 
and  Holford  are  appointed  to  judge  of  and  determine.^ 

Eeferring  to  the  above  measure,  the  16th  April  1762,  the  Court 
write  : When  you  published  an  order  that  the  Paymaster  should 
be  supplied  with  private  chunam  and  prohibited  the  proprietors  of 
those  works  from  selling  but  at  a certain  price,  we  hope  you  did 
not  forget  to  take  off  those  restrictions  when  the  necessity  ceased. 
Such  measures  should  never  be  of  any  continuance.  It  is  a monopoly 
that  may  bear  hard  upon  the  inhabitants  which  in  no  shape  shall 
we  ever  suffer.^ 

A Consultation,  the  20th  September  1760,  records : We  judge  it 
necessary  that  the  respective  paymasters  be  ordered  to  provide  all 
the  chunam  they  can  for  our  Honourable  Mastersbservice  layingbefore 
us  an  account  thereof  every  three  months.  Also  that  the  chunam  be 
mixed  as  received  to  prevent  the  ill  consequences  we  have  hitherto 
experienced  of  numbers  of  workmen  at  times  being  obliged  to 
stand  still  for  want  of  being  sufficiently  supplied  with  this  article, 
and  the  necessity  we  have  been  under  of  making  use  of  it  imme- 
diately on  its  being  brought  from  the  kilns  though  it  does  not  in 
such  case  cement  near  so  well  as  when  kept  for  some  time  after 
being  mixed  with  sand.  Besides  we  shall  not  feel  any  great 
inconvenience  in  the  provision  of  a suitable  quantity  of  this  article 
as  the  amount  in  money  will  not  run  high.  Three  days  later,  the 
23rd  September  1760,  the  Board  add  i lor  the  reasons  given  in 
our  last  Consultation  which  he  declares  he  thinks  a very  proper 
measure,  the  principal  engineer  is  directed  to  pitch  on  the  places 
most  proper  for  having  sufficient  heaps  of  chunam  made  and  mixed. 
He  is  acquainted  that  if  he  has  more  people  than  he  can  employ 
on  the  abovementioned  works,  he  may  permit  them  to  work  for 
private  people  till  further  order,  to  prevent  their  going  off  the 
island  and  our  losing  the  benefit  of  them  when  they  may  be 
wanted.^ 

A Consultation,  the  SOth  July  1768,  records  : Agreeable  to  our 
Honourable  Masters  orders  a publication  must  be  immediately  issued 
forbidding  all  persons  whatever  making  use  of  salt  limestone  for 
making  chunam  on  pain  of  forfeiting  Es.  500,  half  to  the  Company 


1 Bom,  Gov.  Consultation  29th  April  1760,  Pub.  Diary  34  of  1760,  322. 

^ ^ourt  to  Bombay  16th  Apl.  1762,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  6 of  1762  ’ 1764,  47. 

Bora.  Gov.  Consultations  20th  and  23rd  Sept.  1760,  Pub.  Diary  35  of  1760,  700,  711. 
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and  half  to  the  informer.  Orders  must  also  be  issued  to  the  several 
paymasters  positively  forbidding  the  use  of  this  sort  of  chunam.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  16th  June  1779  : Permission 
is  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  Bombay  and  Mahim  on  their  peti- 
tion to  burn  such  quantities  of  chunam  as  they  may  want  for  their 
own  use.  For  this  they  must  take  out  a license  in  writing.  And 
if  any  person  should  be  detected  in  selling  or  in  burning  chunam 
without  license  they  will  be  fined  Rs.  500  for  each  offence.  Of  this 
due  notice  must  be  given  to  the  inhabitants  by  publication  and  the 
proper  orders  issued  to  the  land  and  new  fortification  paymasters 
and  the  chief  of  Mahim. ^ 

On  the  subject  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  building  timber 
at  Bombay  Mr.  J.  Mace  writes  to  Government  on  the  17th  March 
1761 : The  difficulties  which  have  come  under  my  observation 
during  my  residence  at  Bombay,  the  loss  of  time  and  extraordinary 
charges  attending  sawyers’  work  for  the  public  service  and 
the  consideration  that  the  Hon.  Company  will  be  thereby  eased 
of  much  inconvenience  and  expense,  induce  me  to  propose  to  your 
Honour  erecting  at  my  own  expense  one  or  more  saw-mills  at  such 
places  as  I may  determine  on.  In  return  I would  ask  that  an 
exclusive  privilege  may  be  granted  me  for  their  building  and 
working  and  such  other  encouragement  as  shall  seem  reasonable  to 
your  Honour.  This  I hope  will  meet  your  approbation.^ 

^ On  reading  the  above  proposal,  the  17th  March  1761,  the  Board 
direct  that  the  Secretary  acquaint  Mr.  Mace  we  approve  his  desio'n 
and  that  he  may  be  assured  of  suitable  encouragement,  but  that 
we  desire  he  will  inform  us  what  privileges  he  expects.* 

Mr.  Mace  thereupon  writes,  the  23rd  March  1761  : I beg  leave 
to  return  your  Honour  my  respectful  thanks  for  your  kind  appro- 
bation of  my  proposal  and  promising  encouragement  in  the  execu- 
tion of  it  under  the  17th  current  and  hope  the  following  articles 
will  meet  your  concurrence  : To  grant  me  the  possession  and  sole 
use  of  the  water  from  the  Breach  to  its  passage  into  the  sea  between 
Warli  and  Mahim  wood  and  so  far  out  towards  Md,him  river 
as  may  be  necessary.  Also  the  waste  ground  between  the  water’s 
edge  on  each  side  and  the  nearest  batty  bank  to  it,  and  that,  if 
any  bank  should  lie  nearer  than  convenient,  I may  be  allowed  the 
space  of  40  feet  from  high  water  mark  on  each  side  upon  paying 
the  accustomed  rent.  In  case  of  any  part  of  the  strip  belongino- 
to  an  inhabitant  I hope  your  Honour  will  be  pleased  to  use  your 
influence  with  them  to  relinquish  it  to  me  on  the  same  conditions. 
For,  unless  proper  measures  are  taken  in  directing  its  course, 
the  water  cannot  be  made  to  answer  the  purpose.  Further  as 
any  alterations  to  the  present  Breach  Rampart  and  Sluice  Bank  at 
Warli  may  entirely  disappoint  all  my  labours  and  expense  I 
will  undertake  to  keep  them  in  proper  repair  excepting  only  in 
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case  a storm  or  any  violence  from  the  sea  shall  unexpectedly 
destroy  any  material  part  of  the  Rampart.  That  you  will  please 
to  grant  me  the  liberty  of  erecting  such  buildings  contiguous  to 
the  works  as  may  be  necessary,  and  that  such  people  as  may 
engage  to  work  for  me  in  erecting  and  completing  the  mills,  may 
not  be  taken  from  me  for  any  other  service  unless  absolutely 
necessity  require  them  on  behalf  of  the  Honourable  Company,  The 
prices  of  this  work  cannot  possibly  yet  be  determined;  but  as 
it  will  be  my  interest  to  draw  thither  as  much  work  as  possible^ 
I am  not  in  any  doubt  of  succeeding  in  that  as  it  will  be  done 
cheaper  than  at  present  and  probably  hereafter  still  more  so. 
That  in  consideration  of  the  great  expense  and  trouble  attending 
such  an  undertaking  and  the  apparent  advantage  which  must  accrue 
to  the  Honourable  Company  and  the  island  from  its  execution  I 
hope  your  Honour  will  have  no  objection  to  granting  me  an  exclusive 
right  and  privilege  to  the  prementioned  water  during  the  term  of 
twenty-five  years  and  that  no  other  person  shall  be  permitted  to 
erect  any  work  for  the  same  uses  during  that  time.  That  after  the 
expiration  of  that  time  the  mills  to  devolve  to  the  Hon.  Company 
upon  payment  of  their  prime  cost.^ 

Consideration  of  the  above  proposal  was  deferred  till  the  1st  of 
May  1761.  A Consultation  on  that  day  records  : Reperused  Mr. 
Mace^s  proposals  for  erecting  saw-mills  which  are  agreed  to  except 
that  at  the  expiration  of  his  lease  the  mills  shall  devolve  to  the  Hon. 
Company  on  such  terms  as  may  then  be  deemed  reasonable  by 
impartial  persons  and  the  Company  to  have  always  the  preference 
in  case  of  his  parting  with  them  before  his  lease  expires,  lire 
privilege  of  fishing  in  the  Breach  water  must  also  remain  upon 
its  present  footing.^ 

A Consultation,  the  25th  August  1761,  records : Read  a letter 
from  Mrs.  Leonora  Mace  requesting  to  be  permitted  to  carry  on  the 
saw-mills  begun  by  her  deceased  husband.  This  is  agreed  to  and 
Messrs.  Spencer  Holford  and  Court  are  appointed  a committee  to 
examine  Mr.  Mace^s  proposals  and  to  settle  the  limits  of  the  ground 
and  other  necessary  points  with  the  proprietors.^ 

A Consultation,  the  27th  October  1761,  records:  The  committee 
appointed  to  inspect  the  late  Mr.  Mace’s  proposals  of  erecting 
saw-mills  now  delivering  a set  of  articles  with  their  remarks  there- 
on, the  same  are  read  and  after  a few  amendments  approved  and  a 
contract  ordered  to  be  drawn  out  and  executed  agreeable  thereto 
with  a plan  of  the  work  to  be  annexed.^ 

The  Court  approve  this  measure  and  on  the  16th  April  1762 
write : Mr.  Mace’s  scheme  for  erecting  saw-mills  may  be  very 
useful  for  our  service  as  well  as  to  the  island  in  general  and  conse- 
quently deserves  your  attention.  At  the  same  time  many  difficulties 
appear  in  carrying  the  work  into  execution,  particularly  in  regard 


1 Pub.  Diary  36  of  1761,  288  - 289. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  1st  May  1761,  Pub.  Diary  36  of  1761,  283,  380. 
^ Bom,  Gov.  Consultation  26th  Aug.  1761,  Pub.  Diary  37  of  1761,  562. 
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to  the  waters  of  the  Breach  which  by  his  letter  he  desires  lie  may 
have  the  use  of  from  the  Breach  into  the  sea.  This  is  a matter 
we  cannot  be  judges  of_,  and  if  there  is  no  danger  of  doing  harm 
to  the  works  of  the  Breach  or  the  sluices  of  Warli^  we  can  have 
no  objection.  It  rests  with  you  very  maturely  to  consider  of 
this  matter  before  you  give  your  consent.  We  think  Mr.  Mace\s 
proposal  for  the  Company  to  take  the  mills  at  their  prime  cost 
after  he  has  worked  them  for  twenty-five  years  unreasonable, 
as  they  must  be  supposed  to  be  almost  totally  wore  out  in  so  long  a 
time.  We  wish  he  had  let  us  know  the  difference  of  the  price 
of  work  between  our  present  method  and  this  that  he  purposes, 
from  which  some  judgment  might  have  been  made  how  far  it 
deserved  to  be  encouraged  by  us.  Upon  the  whole  we  can  only  say 
that  in  general  the  scheme  meets  with  our  approval.  At  the  same 
time  we  should  be  sorry  to  pay  more  than  what  we  may  be 
supposed  to  receive  an  adequate  advantage  from.^ 

In  1767  damage  from  the  alleged  overflow  of  the  waters  of  the 
saw-mills  formed  the  subject  of  a petition  to  Government.  On 
the  21^nd  September  the  Board  observe  : Read  a petition  from  the 
Kulambi  inhabitants  of  Mahiin  and  Warli,  representing  that  they 
have  sustained  very  considerable  damage  by  the  waters  of  the 
saw-mills  having  overflowed  their  batty  grounds,  and  requesting 
the  vereadores  and  mhat  iras  may  be  ordered  to  examine  into  the 
same.  Directed  that  the  Collector  and  Mahim  custom  master,  with 
the  clerk  of  the  works,  vereadores,  mhataras,  and  such  others  as 
they  may  think  proper  to  take  to  their  assistance,  examine  the 
same,  and  report  to  us  how  far  in  their  opinion  the  damage  has 
been  occasioned  by  the  works  of  the  saw-mills,  and  in  such  case 
what  they  deem  the  Kulambis  entitled  to  from  the  proprietors, 
who  by  the  fourth  article  of  their  lease  are  obliged  to  make  good 
the  same.- 

On  the  submission  of  the  committee’s  report,  at  a Consultation  on 
the  18th  October  1767,  the  Board  direct  : Read  a report  from  the 
committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  merit  of  the  Kulambis’ 
petition,  by  which  it  appears  the  damage  they  represent  their  batty 
grounds  sustained  has  not  proceeded  from  the  works  of  the  saw- 
mill, but  through  the  sluices  at  Warli  not  having  a sufficient  vent 
for  the  water.  Ordered  therefore  the  clerk  of  the  works  frame  a 
calculate  of  what  an  additional  sluice  will  cost.^ 

In  consequence  of  orders  from  the  Court  to  purchase  the  saw-mill 
at  a Consultation,  the  10th  January  1770,  the  Bombay  Government 
records  : The  executor  to  the  estate  of  Mr.  John  Hatfield  having,  in 
consequence  of  the  permission  given  him  to  dispose  of  the  saw-mill 
as  he  might  think  proper,  issued  public  notice  that  he  should  sell  the 
same  at  public  outcry  to-morrow,  and  our  Honourable  Masters  hav- 
ing expressed  a desire  to  have  the  same  purchased  on  their  account. 
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J Court  to  Bombay  16  th  April  1762  para  86,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  6 of 
1762-  1764,42-43.  ir  f y f 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  22nd  Sept.  1767,  Pub,  Diary  49  of  1767,  628. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  13th  Oct.  1767,  Pub.  Diary  49  of  1767,  558. 
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the  clerk  ot*  the  works  is  now  called  in  and  asked  how  much 
timber  in  his  opinion  the  mill  will  cut  in  order  to  enable  us  to 
judge  of  the  real  value  of  the  mill.  He  declares  that  by  the  exactest 
calculation  he  thinks  in  the  course  of  one  springtide  it  will  cut  about 
2000  covits^  and  by  remedying  some  defects  which  he  points  out, 
and  which  we  have  reason  to  believe  may  be  done  by  a millwri  ght 
come  out  as  a recruit  upon  the  Prince  of  Wales  whom  the  President 
sent  this  morning  to  examine  into  its  construction,  he  is  of  opinion  it 
may  be  made  to  cut  double  that  quantity  with  the  present  number 
of  saws,  and  by  adding  two,  which  the  work  will  admit  of,  it  will 
cut  1000  covits  more  which  makes  on  the  whole  10,000  covits 
a month,  this  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  3 the  100  covits  amounts  to 
Rs.  300  a month,  while  the  charge  of  servants’  wages  and  repairs 
will  not  exceed  Rs.  100  a month,  so  that  allowing  the  mill  to  cost 
Rs.  20,000,  the  interest  of  which  is  Rs.  150  a month,  it  will 
evidently  answer.  Exclusive  of  this  there  is  reason  to  think,  by 
opening  another  sluice  or  two,  the  mill  maybe  made  to  work  with  the 
back  water  and  consequently  will  cut  double  the  quantity  of  timber 
and  a still  greater  advantage  will  accrue  to  our  Honourable  Masters 
by  charging  all  private  timber  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  4 the  100  covits. 
Resolved  therefore  on  maturely  considering  all  these  circumstances 
that  the  land  paymaster  be  empowered  to  purchase  the  mill  for 
our  Honourable  Masters  provided  it  does  not  exceed  Rs.  30,000.’- 

On  the  nth  January  1770,  the  land  paymaster  reports : Agreeable 
to  your  orders  I have  purchased  the  saw-mills  for  Rs.  20,050  and 
have  taken  charge  thereof  with  stores  as  per  inventory  enclosed.^ 

Thereupon  the  Bombay  Council  record,  2nd  February  1770  : 
Read  a letter  from  the  land  paymaster  enclosing  an  inventory  of 
stores  belonging  to  the  saw-mill  which  he  has  purchased  for  our 
Honourable  Masters  for  the  sum  of  Rs.  20,050.  Resolved  that  the 
saw-mill  be  put  under  the  charge  of  the  M4him  custom  master  who 
must  be  permitted  to  charge  half  a rupee  for  100  covits  on  all  private 
timber  which  may  be  sawed  as  a compensation  for  the  trouble  this 
additional  charge  will  subject  him  to  and  to  encourage  him  to  pay 
a strict  attention  to  the  duty.^ 

This  purchase  was  approved  by  the  Court,  who  on  the  25th 
April  1771  write  : We  are  pleased  to  find  by  your  letter  of  26th 
April  1770  that  you  had  anticipated  our  orders  for  the  purchase  of 
the  saw-mill  and  hope  the  improvements  you  purposed  to  make  to  it 
will  be  attended  with  the  advantages  expected  to  be  derived  there- 
from to  the  Company.  You  are  hereby  directed  not  to  suffer  any 
timber  belonging  to  private  persons  to  be  sawed  at  this  mill  until 
there  shall  have  been  saved  for  the  Company  a quantity  equal  to 
one  year’s  demand  for  the  use  of  the  marine  y^ard.* 


* Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  lOtli  Jan.  1770,  Pub.  Diary  55  of  1770,  57-68.  The' 
original  lias  2000  in  letters  and  figures.  1000  is  required  to  agree  -with  the  total 
monthly  outturn  of  10,000.  Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  17  of  1770,  34  - 35. 

2 Pub.  Diary  66  of  1770,  109. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  2nd  Peb.  1770,  Pub.  Diary  55  of  1770,  91. 

Court  to  Bombay  25th  April  1771  paras  92-  93,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  8 of 
1769-1771,  276. 
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In  spite  of  the  caution  exercised  by  Government  before  its  pur- 
chase the  saw-mill  on  its  transfer  to  them  seems  to  have  proved 
an  unprofitable  bargain.  On  the  14th  April  1772  the  Mahim 
custom  master  writes  : I duly  received  the  paragraphs  of  the 
Honourable  Company’s  commands  of  the  25th  April  last  relative  to 
the  saw-mill  at  Warli.  I am  sorry  to  acquaint  you  that  in  its 
present  state  the  mill  never  can  produce  the  advantages  our  Masters 
seem  to  expect  from  it.  On  the  contrary  some  part  of  the  machinery 
is  so  improperly  constructed  that  it  will  barely  cut  plank  sufficient  to 
defray  the  expense  of  working  it,  far  less  pay  the  charge  and  the 
interest  of  the  purchase  money.  As  therefore  the  mill,  unless  its 
defects  can  be  remedied,  must  be  a dead  loss  to  the  Honourable  Com- 
pany, I thought  proper  to  consult  Mr.  John  Kellie  thereon,  who, 
having  actually  surveyed  it,  has  given  me  his  sentiments  of  it  in  writ- 
ing. These  I now  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  your  Honour  and  to 
submit  to  you  the  propriety  of  making  the  alterations  he  proposes. 
Should  you  concur  therein  I shall  desire  Mr.  Kellie  to  finish  the 
model  he  mentions  when  an  exact  estimate  of  the  expense  may  be 
framed  and  laid  before  you  that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  carrying 
the  same  into  execution.  But  as  that  cannot  be  done  during  the 
Britannia’ s stay  here,  it  will  be  necessary  your  Honour  should 
detain  Mr.  Kellie  to  superintend  the  work  and  order  the  machine 
he  mentions  for  turning  iron  to  be  landed  which  may  afterwards 
be  forwarded  to  Balambangan  in  Borneo.^ 

Mr.  Kellie^s  letter  to  the  Mahim  custom  master,  dated  12th 
April  1772,  referred  to  above,  runs : At  your  request  I have 
inspected  the  Warli  saw-mill.  My  observations  on  it  are  as 
follows.  The  whole  construction  of  the  machinery  is  upon  such 
false  and  heavy  principles  and  the  powers  of  the  great  wheel  are  so 
inadequate  to  giving  the  machinery  a proper  motion  that  I rather  won- 
der, with  only  the  simple  pressure  of  the  back  water,  that  it  works  at 
all  than  that  it  does  not  work  faster.  I am  therefore  of  opinion 
that  the  machinery  should  be  constructed  on  an  entire  new  plan  of 
which,  if  it  will  give  any  satisfaction  to  you,  I can  soon  make  a 
model  for  your  inspection.  One  main  improvement  that  might  be 
made  is  the  enabling  the  mill  to  work  wfith  the  fiux  than  which 
nothing  seems  to  me  more  easy  or  simple.  The  reason  1 imagine 
why  it  was  not  done  before,  is  that  the  gentlemen  who  built  the 
mill  had  no  idea  of  constructing  a number  of  chariots  so  contrived 
as  to  move  with  the  reverse  motion  of  the  wheel.  This  might 
easily  be  effected  as  I shall  demonstrate  to  you  in  the  model. 
Besides  this  additional  execution  the  mill  might  be  made  to  take  in 
its  timbers  and  discharge  the  plank  which  would  be  much  quicker 
than  the  present  method  of  performing  the  first  operation,  namely 
by  a capstan,  and  besides  would  be  a saving  of  the  wages  that  must 
be  paid  to  the  men  at  the  bars.  The  mill  when  completed  would  in 
England  require  the  attendance  of  only  one  man  and  a boy.  Upon 
the  whole  it  appears  to  me  that  instead  of  five  saws  which 
at  present  work  heavily  only  in  the  reflux,  20  saws  might  be 
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made  to  do  good  execution  in  both  tides  and  cut  the  timbers 
much  more  even  and  smoother  than  men  can  do.  On  considering 
how  much  timber  iron  and  brass  work,  and  carpenter’s  wages,  will 
be  necessary  and  estimating  them  at  what  I can  learn  is  the  cost 
of  those  articles  here,  I imagine  the  whole  expense  of  this 
alteration  cannot  exceed  Ks.  3600.  It  appears  also  to  me  that  the 
mill  might  be  made  to  work  in  the  neaptides.  In  case  it  should  be 
determined  to  make  the  alterations  I have  mentioned  I think  it 
will  be  indispensably  necessary  to  retain  one  Graham,  the  armourer 
of  the  Britannia,  as  he  perfectly  understands  that  species  of  smith’s 
work  which  is  requisite  for  mills  unless  there  are  any  Europeans 
who  have  also  that  knowledge.  The  country  smiths,  I am  con- 
vinced by  a small  trial  of  them  in  some  work  for  the  wind-mill, 
are  wholly  unequal  to  the  work.  There  is  also  a small  machine 
on  board  the  Britannia  for  turning  iron.  Mr.  Dalrymple  had  it 
made  in  case  a saw-mill  might  be  thought  necessary  at  Balamban- 
gan.  But  as  such  an  expensive  work  will  hardly  be  set  on  foot  for 
some  years,  I imagine  the  turner  might  be  spared.^ 

Thereupon  a Consultation,  the  14th  April  1772,  records  : Bead 
a letter  from  the  Mahim  custom  master  on  the  subject  of  the  saw- 
mill at  Warli  and  enclosing  one  to  him  from  Mr.  Kellie,  sent  by  our 
Honourable  Employers  for  Balambangan,  proposing  sundry  improve- 
ments to  be  made  in  the  mill,  the  expense  of  which  he  represents 
to  amount  to  about  Rs.  3600.  As  it  appears  to  us  the  improve- 
ments proposed  will  be  attended  with  considerable  advantages  and 
the  expense  of  these  alterations  but  small  in  comparison  thereto, , 
it  is  agreed  they  be  directed  to  be  carried  into  execution.  Mr. . 
Kellie  must  for  the  present  be  detained  here  to  superintend  this 
necessary  work  and  proceed  by  a future  opportunity  to  Balamban- 
gan. The  machine  mentioned  in  Mr.  Kellie^s  letter  for  turning  of  ‘ 
iron  must  be  landed  from  the  Britannia  as  it  is  wanted  for  this 
service  and  can  be  of  no  immediate  use  at  Balambangan.^ 

A Consultation,  the  18  th  February  1774,  records  : Read  a letter* * 
from  Mr.  Williams,  enclosed  in  that  from  Tellicherry  and  accom- 
panying a model  which  has  been  received  for  a powder  and  saw- 
mill. Upon  this  it  is  necessary  only  to  remark  that  it  cannot  be 
of  the  least  use  in  assisting  to  complete  the  saw-mill  at  Warli,  as 
the  construction  is  entirely  different  in  every  respect.^ 

On  the  27th  May  1779  the  Court  write  : Among  the  25  artificers 
whom  Mr.  Witman  has  succeeded  in  entertaining,  and  who  take 
passage  on  the  ships  of  this  season,  several  it  is  conjectured  may  be 
found  qualified  to  complete  the  saw-mill  at  Warli.^ 


* Pub,  Diary  60  of  1772,  405-407. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  14th  April  1772,  Pub.  Diary  60  of  1772,  393. 

^ Bom,  Gov.  Consultation  18th  Feb.  1774,  Pub.  Diary  64  of  1774,  81. 

* Court  to  Bombay  27th  May  1779  para  26,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L,  Vol.  10  of  1778  - 1783, 
-57. 


Materials,] 


AND  ISLA.ND. 


187 


Section  VI. 

Ssips,  Docks,  Light-Houses. 

On  the  23rd  April  1672  in  reply  to  a Bombay  letter  the  Surat 
Council  write : You  say  you  cannot  buy  a frigate  at  Bassein  nor 
build  one  at  Kalyan,  and  therefore  desire  order  to  build  a shibar 
with  a deck.  We  had  rather,  if  possible,  you  could  procure  timber 
and  build  a small  IFriggott  with  an  English  head  though  less  than 
the  Hunter.  For  the  better  effecting  of  this  we  have  sent  you 
down  an  English  carpenter  by  the  Sunter.  If  that  cannot  be, 
then  we  give  leave  that  you  build  a substantial  large  shibar  who 
may  be  capable  of  doing  the  Company  good  service  both  against 
Malabars,as  also  in  the  loading  and  unloading  of  ships  and  vessels.^ 

Two  months  later,  the  21st  June  1672,  the  Surat  Council  write 
to  Bombay : Kharsed  the  carpenter  has  been  with  us  about  the 
dimensions  of  the  frigate  building  for  the  island.  We  understand 
her  to  be  built  Pink  fashion,  like  to  that  of  the  King  s built  last 
year  and  of  the  same  dimensions,  namely  coveds  30  long,  7^  broad 
by  the  beam,  in  the  floor,  and  2^  depth  in  hold.  The  King  s 
ffriggott  carries  75  ton  in  hold.  Now  if  your  Honours  will  adniit 
of  half  a coved  more  in  breadth  and  half  a coved  in  depth  she  will 
carry  100  tons  in  hold,  and  so  may  be  the  more  serviceable  to  the 
Honourable  Company,  and  this  he  says  will  be  no  hindrance  to  her 

sailing.^ 

Two  weeks  later,  the  9th  July  1672,  the  Surat  Council  write  . 
We  fear  we  shall  be  greatly  incommoded  in  the  building  the  frigate  , 
for  they  have  taken  away  some  of  our  timber  to  stop  up  the  passage 
within  the  walls  of  the  river  that  none  can  now  pass  that  way  nor 
our  carpenters  but  by  water. ^ 

Ten  days  later,  the  20th  July  1672,  they  add:  We  ordered 
Kharsed  to  proceed  in  building  the  frigate  and  making  her  half 
a coved  more  in  breadth  and  the  like  in  the  depth,  more  than  at 
first  ordered.^ 

Three  weeks  later,  the  14th  August  1672,  they  further  write  . 
We  have  been  in  great  etreight  for  want  of  timber.  Boats  were 
sent  to  Gandevi  a fortnight  since,  but  not  yet  returned  ; one  of  them 
was  lost  going.  This  hindrance  hath  frustrated  our  expectation  of 
launching  the  frigate  so  timely  as  we  thought.* ** 

On  the  24th  August  1686,  the  Bombay  Council  write  to  Surat : 
If  the  London  or  any  other  ship  go  to  the  Malabar  Coast  and  return 
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* Surat  to  Bombay  23rd  April  1672,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  1 of  1630  1673,  256. 

Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  62.  t x>  i i 1 272 

. 5 Surat  to  Bombay  2l9t  June  1672,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  1 ot  1630  - 1673,  27i 

Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  67  - 68.  Covid  (written  al^  covit  or  , cubit  or  ell 
coved)  is  probably  an  Indo-Portuguese  form  of  the  Portuguese  7 

rhe  4rat  Usser  covid  is  27  inches  English  and  the  greater  covid  is  36  inches., 

^>'’surat°to  p’orntay  9th  July  1672,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  1 of  1630  - 278^ 

. Surat  to  Bombay  20th  July  1672,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  U S.  1 1^0' 

» Burat  to  Bombay  llth  Aug.  1672,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  1 of  1630- 1673,  281. 
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back  to  these  parts,  we  pray  your  Excellency  to  order  the  Eight 
Honourable  Company’s  factors  at  Calicut  or  Karwar  to  send  up  in 
each  ship  a portion  of  large  timber  and  plank  which  is  much  wanted 
here.  The  Europe  ships  have  taken  up  all  the  timber  on  the  island, 
and  we  are  much  streightened  for  timber  for  the  Faulcon  who  is  in  an 
ill  condition,  but  the  Deputy  Governor,  who  is  a man  well  skilled  in 
shipping,  hopes  to  see  her  made  a sound  ship  and  fit  for  a home- 
ward voyaged 

A . Consultation,  the  31st  May  1784,  records:  The  President 
observes  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Board  that  the  Fort  St.  George 
galley  is  already  condemned  as  unfit  for  further  service  and  the 
Bombay  is  in  as  bad  a condition.  The  Britannia  grab  having  been 
two  seasons  in  Persia  will  require  a thorough  repair  before  she 
can  go  to  sea.  So  that  we  can  hope  for  little  service  from  her  till 
the  month  of  January.  Through  these  incidents  our  marine  force 
is  considerably  diminished  at  a time  that  the  common  enemy 
Angria  has  greatly  increased  his  having  his  whole  fleet  now  at 
Gheria,  consisting  of  13  grabs  and  30  galivats.  And  as  he  is  but 
too  well  acquainted  with  our  circumstances,  in  spite  of  all  our 
endeavours  to  prevent  it,  it  is  to  be  feared  he  will  be  out  earlier 
than  usual  the  next  fair  season  with  his  whole  fleet  trusting  to  the 
superiority  of  his  numbers  and  may  greatly  distress  the  trade  of 
this  coast  and  port.  The  President  then  desires  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  whether  we  ought  to  make  any  addition  to  the  number  of 
our  cruizers.  He  lays  before  them  an  estimate  of  the  charges  of 
building  a new  grab  as  near  the  model  of  the  Victoria  as  possible, 
but  something  larger  to  carry  20  guns  on  one  deck  besides  her 
prow  guns,  length  by  the  keel  85  feet  and  breadth  28.  This 
Mr.  Eoach,  the  master  builder,  c©mputes  will  cost  Es.  17,421,  and 
may  be  got  ready  for  the  sea  in  flve  months.  Taking  the  same  into  • 
consideration,  we  are  sensible  that  such  a vessel  cannot  be  fitted  to  * 
sea  for  less  than  Es.  35,000,  which  is  a very  large  sum.  Our  * 
Honourable  Masters  write  us  that  they  had  some  thoughts  of  sending  ; 
us  two  more  galleys  but  declined  it  through  the  little  encouragement 
they  met  with  from  their  India  trade.  Indeed  the  same  objection  i 
lies  against  our  putting  them  to  any  additional  expense,  were  not  i 
the  thing  in  our  opinion  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  the 
little  trade  that  remains  on  this  side  of  India  that  seems  to  be  in  i 
no  small  danger  from  the  aspiring  views  of  Angria,  who  in  conjunc-  • 
tion  with  the  Shahu  Eaja  has  made  a bold  push  for  conquering  all  I 
the  Sidi  s country  and  thereby  rendering  himself  master  of  all  the 
sea  coast  and^  ports  from  hence  to  Goa  southward.  In  this  we  may 
without  vanity  say  he  had  not  miscarried  this  last  season  but  t| 
through  the  timely  and  repeated  assistance  given  the  Sidis  from 
this  Government  by  which  means  they  have  been  enabled  hitherto  3j 
to  keep  possession  of  Eajpuri,  Anjanvel,  and  Govalkot.  Experi--! 
ence  has  convinced  us  that  vessels  built  here  of  teak  timber  and  1| 
according  to  the  manner  of  Surat  rabit  work  are  far  more  durable 
and  proper  for  the  climate  than  any  that  can  be  sent  from  Europe. . 


» Bombay  to  Surat  24th  Aug.  1686,  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677  - 1687.  11. 
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The  Victoria  still  continues  firm  and  good,  sails  better  than  any 
of  the  galleys,  and  is  a greater  terror  to  the  enemy  than  any  two  of 
the  other  cruizers.  This  has  chiefly  encouraged  us  to  think  of 
building  another  grab  as  near  as  possible  of  her  model  and  dimen- 
sions, since  an  addition  to  our  marine  force  is  esteemed  absolutely 
necessary,  considering  our  situation  and  present  circumstances  and 
that  we  have  little  reason  to  expect  any  reinforcement  of  such 
ships  from  lUngland  speedily.  The  ships’  company  of  the  Bombay 
and  Fort  8t.  George  will  sufficiently  man  the  new  grab  and  with 
due  care  we  may  have  the  use  of  her  early  in  December.  Agreed 
therefore  that  we  give  orders  for  setting  immediately  about  build- 
ing of  a new  grab  with  the  greatest  frugality  and  economy,  which 
we  hope  the  necessity  of  the  thing  will  sufficiently  justify  us  in  to 
our  Honourable  Employers.  Directed  that  a sufficient  quantity  of 
crooked  timber  and  plank  be  provided  and  set  apart  for  this 
purpose.  That  what  iron  may  be  wanting  be  delivered  out  of  the 
Honourable  Company’s  warehouse,  and  all  other  stores  from  the 
general  storekeeper  at  prime  cost,  and  that  the  marine  paymaster 
keep  a particular  head  on  his  books  of  the  expense  of  building  and 
fitting  this  vessel  to  be  carried  when  finished  from  the  marine 
books  to  the  head  of  ships  and  vessels  on  the  general  books. 

Two  years  later  a Consultation,  the  4th  June  1736,  records : We 
are  but  too  sensible  of  the  necessity  we  are  under  of  augmenting 
our  marine  force  to  doubt  our  Honourable  Masters’  consent  and 
approval  thereof.  It  is  therefore  unanimously  agreed  that  a 
n^w  grab  of  the  dimensions  before  specified  (84  feet  in  length  by 
the  keel  and  a proportionable  breadth  being  somewhat  larger  than 
the  Victoria)  be  immediately  set  about;  and  directed  that  the  iron 
frorti  the  warehouse  and  all  necessaries  from  the  stores  for  that 
service  be  charged  at  the  prime  cost.^ 

Five  years  later,  the  20th  November  1741,  a Consultation 
records : As  the  frequent  intercourse  of  letters  with  the  coast 
settlements  as  well  as  communicating  any  occasional  advices  to  our 
fleet  while  on  cruizing  service  is  of  the  utmost  importance  and  can 
be  maintained  only  by  means  of  small  light  boats  who  both  sail 
and  row  well,  so  we  have  hitherto  been  obliged  to  make  use  of  such 
as  would  best  answer  from  among  those  belonging  to  our  inhabit- 
ants. But  they  have  shown  an  averseness  from  the  extraordinary 
risk  that  attends  that  service  and  esteem  it  an  hardship  as  they 
propose  greater  advantages  by  employing  their  boats  in  trade  to  the 
adjacent  rivers.  Considering  this,  and  the  hire  commonly  paid  for 
these  boats,  we  believe  our  Honourable  Masters  will  be  gainers  in 
the  end  by  building  proper  ones  on  their  own  account  as  well  as  the 
murmurs  of  our  people  be  removed.  It  is  agreed  to  order  three 

built,  the  master  carpenter  making  enquiry 
which  of  those  belonging  to  the  place  are  esteemed  the  best  for 
going  ; and  make  them  as  near  as  possible  to  the  same  dimensions. 
The  superintendent  of  the  marine  being  directed  to  see  they  be 
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finished  with  all  expedition  and  the  utmost  frugality  obserred  in 
the  expensed 

Adverting  to  the  above  resolution  of  the  Board,  two  weeks  later, 
the  4th  December  1741,  the  marine  superintendent  reports  a want 
of  timber  for  these  vessels.  On  this  the  Board  observe : The 
superintendent  of  the  marine  represents  a want  of  timber  for  carrying 
on  the  ship  agreed  to  be  built  as  also  the  boats  for  the  service  of 
Madras,  and  other  works  now  on  hand.  The  timber  merchants  are 
called  in  and  at  length  agreed  with  for  the  sorts  and  quantities 
expressed  in  their  respective  contracts  as  entered  hereafter,  the  terms 
and  conditions  whereof  will  fully  appear  on  reference  being  had 
hereto^ : 

I Bhikha  Ratanji  Parsi  inhabitant  of  the  Gujarat  country  do  by 
these  presents  declare  that  I have  contracted  with  the  Honourable 
Stephen  Law  Esq.  President  and  Governor,  and  Council  of  Bombay, 
for  the  following  sorts  of  timber  in  the  manner  hereafter  inserted 
and  oblige  myself  to  a punctual  compliance  therewith,  namely  : 

(1)  Shateer  large  5 pieces  of  10  covets  each  at  Es.  11^  the  covet. 

(2)  Odaney  large  333  covets  at  Rs.  6^  the  covet. 

(3)  Ditto  for  beams  33  covets  at  Rs.  6|  the  covet. 

(4)  Venaw  large  167  covets  at  Rs.  the  covet. 

(5)  Tollia  large  34  covets  at  Rs.  4|  the  covet. 

(6)  Crooked  timber  for  harpins  and  fnttocks  (timbers  raised  over 

the  keel)  233  covets  at  Rs.  4f  the  covet. 

(7)  Knees  large  66  pieces  at  Rs.  65  the  corge. 

(8)  Babli  for  crutches  three  pieces. 

(9)  Ditto  for  large  blocks  three  pieces. 

The  above  sorts  of  timber  I engage  shall  be  in  readiness  for 
embarking  at  Gandevi  in  all  the  month  of  February  ensuing  and 
from  thence  to  be  brought  to  Bombay  on  my  account  and  risk, 
the  said  President  and  Council  furnishing  the  usual  convoy  or 
giving  me  timely  notice  if  that  should  prove  to  them  impracticable. 
And  I am  to  be  supplied  with  such  sums  of  money  as  I may  require 
to  be  discounted  on  delivery  of  the  timber  aforesaid  which  if  not 
of  the  largest  and  best  sorts  procurable,  I thereby  oblige  myself  to 
forfeit  unto  the  said  President  and  Council  the  sum  of  Rs.  1000, 
Rupji  Dhanji  being  my  security  for  the  amount  that  may  be 
advanced.  1 am  to  pay  three  per  cent  duty  on  the  value  thereof ; 
and  in  order  that  the  timber  may  be  without  exception,  the  said 
President  and  Council  may  appoint  a proper  person  to  inspect  it  at 
Gandevi  previous  to  embarking  ; and  moreover  may  reject  when  it 
shall  arrive  at  Bombay,  whatever  part  is  not  thought  by  them  to 
be  good  and  fit  for  their  use.  And  for  the  sum  advanced  me  and 
for  which  timber  is  not  delivered,  I oblige  myself  to  pay  the  usual 
interest  of  nine  per  cent,  the  sum  to  be  instantly  satisfied.  In 
testimony  of  all  which  I the  contractor  (Bhikha  Ratanji)  and  Rupji 
Dhanji  as  the  security  do  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  in 
Bombay  the  5th  day  of  December  1741.  Barjor  Limji  and 


’ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  20th Nov.  1741,  Pub.  Diary  14  of  1740-41,  461  -462. 
2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  4th  Dec.  1741,  Pub,  Diary  14  of  1740-41,  485. 
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Nanabhdi  Nasarvdn  have  signed  separate  contracts  of  the  same 
tenour  and  date.  For  the  performance  of  the  former  Rupji  Dhanji 
is  security  and  for  the  latter  Vithaldas  Keshavramd 

Two  months  later,  the  4th  February  1742,  a Consultation 
records  : Read  a petition  from  Lavji  our  present  master  carpenter 
setting  forth  his  having  been  employed  here  from  the  year  1736 
being  prevailed  on  by  Mr.  Braddyll  when  supervisor  at  Surat  to 
remove  hither.  Though  hitherto  his  family  has  continued  in  Surat, 
he  is  now  desirous  they  should  come  to  him.  That  in  order  to 
provide  an  habitation  he  had  actually  begun  erecting  a good  house 
but  to  complete  it  a sum  of  Rs.  1000  would  be  required.  This  he 
requested  might  be  lent  him  promising  it  would  be  paid  within  a 
reasonable  term  of  years.  The  Board  taking  into  consideration  the 
merit  of  the  petitioner,  who  in  the  several  vessels  he  has  been 
employed  upon  has  given  proof  of  abilities  greater  than  any 
other  of  the  profession,  and  since  showing  the  favour  desired  will 
be  an  excitement  to  his  diligence  and  care,  besides  the  tie  of  fidelity 
to  us  while  his  family  remain  under  our  government,  therefore  the 
Board  unanimously  agree  to  the  loan  of  Rs.  1000  to  be  received 
again  within  the  term  of  seven  or  eight  years  and  the  treasury  is 
directed  to  pay  that  sum  to  Lavji. ^ 

Two  years  later,  the  20th  March  1744,  the  Court  write  to 
Bombay : We  acquiesce  in  the  building  of  two  boats  for  those 
necessary  purposes  the  landing  of  goods  and  sending  express  to 
the  coast  settlements.^ 

Seven  years  later,  the  1st  February  1751,  a Consultation  records  : 
That  we  have  no  proper  vessel  to  carry  off  a pilot  in  any  weather 
to  any  ship  which  may  be  in  distress  was  proved  last  year  when 
the  Warren  anchored  off  the  island  where  she  was  obliged  to 
lay  some  days  in  great  distress  till  the  weather  moderated  and  one 
of  the  water  boats  could  be  got  ready.  It  is  therefore  resolved 
that  a proper  vessel  of  about  30  tons  burthen  be  built  for  that 
and  other  services,  and  that  next  Council  day  the  marine  paymaster 
lay  before  the  Board  an  estimate  of  her  cost.^ 

Within  two  weeks,  the  12th  February  1751,  the  required 
estimate  was  submitted  when  the  Board  order : The  marine 
paymaster  now  lays  before  the  Board  an  estimate  of  the  cost  to 
build  a pilot  sloop  agreeable  to  order  of  Council  the  1st  instant, 
amounting  to  Rs.  4300.  This  he  is  directed  to  get  finished 
accordingly.^ 

In  the  following  year  (1752)  Government  ordered  Mr.  S.  Hough, 
the  master  attendant,  to  examine  the  state  of  the  Company's  small 
vessels  and  report.  On  the  14th  July  1752  he  writes  ; Agreeable 
to  your  Honour’s  orders,  I have  truly  examined  the  state  of  the 
Hon’ble  Company's  small  vessels,  and  find  it  as  follows.  Of  the 


1 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  4tli  Dec.  1741,  Pub.  Diary  14  o£  1740-41,  485,  488-489. 
*Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  4tb  Feb.  1742,  Pub.  Diary  16  of  1741-42,  76-77. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  20th  March  1744  para  14,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  S of 
1742  -1751,  63.  ^Bom,  Gov.  Consultation  1st  Feb.  1751,  Pub.  Diary  24  of  1761|  37. 

® Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  12th  Feb.  1761,  Pub.  Diary  24  Of  1751,  48. 
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largest  of  the  two  prahms  the  bottom  and  keel  are  entirely  gone. 
To  repair  them  would  cost  more  than  to  build  a small  sloop, , 
and  even  were  she  repaired,  her  build  makes  her  useless  unless 
in  our  own  river.  The  other  may  for  a small  charge  be  fitted 
up  on  occasion  so  as  to  be  serviceable  in  any  river  or  against 
batteries,  but  owing  to  her  build  she  will  never  be  fit  for  sea 
service.  Of  the  three  galivats  the  Shark  is  employed  at  Tellicherry. 
The  Tyger  1 find  so  much  out  of  repair  that  her  bottom  must  be 
new  nailed  and  sheathed,  and  many  timbers  put  into  her  before 
she  can  be  of  any  use.  Only  the  Dolphin  is  fit  for  service.  Your 
Honour  likewise  directed  me  to  make  an  estimate  of  what  it  would 
cost  to  repair  the  Dispatch  boat  so  as  to  make  her  fit  for  a small 
cruizer  on  occasion,  and  to  build  two  small  galivats  like  that  lately 
belonging  to  Mr.  Lambe.  The  Dispatch  boat’s  bottom  is  very  much 
out  of  repair  which  must  be  done  to  make  her  serviceable  as  a 
luggage  boat,  and  the  extraordinary  expense  to  fit  her  for  a cruizer 
with  a cabin  and  close  quarters,  will  be  about  Es.  1000  exclusive 
of  what  guns  and  stores  may  be  put  on  board  her.  To  build  two 
small  galivats  like  that  of  Mr.  Lambe’s  will  cost  about  Es.  1300 
each  and  would  be  extremely  serviceable  in  the  northern  convoy.^ 

Eeferring  to  the  above  report  a Consultation,  the  14th  July 
1752,  records:  Agreeable  to  an  order  from  the  President  to  the 
master  attendant  to  lay  before  the  Board  the  present  state  of  our 
small  craft  it  is  now  delivered  in  and  read.  By  this  it  appears 
that  the  number  of  small  craft  is  much  less  than  that  allowed  by 
the  Honourable  Company  in  their  last  regulations  and  vastly 
inferior  to  the  several  services  required,  more  especially  for 
convoying  the  trade  to  and  from  the  northward  and  cruizing  about 
the  harbour  in  shoal  water,  numbers  of  vessels  being  taken  last 
season  in  sight  of  the  port.  It  is  therefore  apparently  necessary 
and  incumbent  for  protecting  the  trade  to  make  an  addition  to 
our  small  craft  and  the  more  so  as  one  of  the  galivats  is  employed 
at  Tellicherry  and  only  one  here  is  fit  for  service.  A small  galivat 
being  offered  to  sale,  it  is  agreed  to  purchase  her  as  she  is  almost 
new,  in  good  condition,  and  cheaper  than  any  we  can  build  of  that 
size  being  offered  for  Es.  670.  It  is  likewise  agreed  to  build  two 
other  galivats  of  the  same  dimensions  as  the  expense  will  be  about 
Es.  1300  each ; and  it  is  found  from  experience  they  are  extremely 
serviceable  to  the  northward  by  convoying  the  trade  in  and  out  of 
the  rivers,  which  the  large  ones  cannot  from  their  draught  of  water.^ 

Later  in  the  same  year  (1752)  the  Bombay  Government 
received  a letter  from  the  Court  of  Directors,  dated  the  4th  March 
1752,  in  which  they  write  : As  we  before  advised  you  we  have 
built  the  two  undermentioned  ships  for  the  service  of  your  presi- 
dency, namely  the  Protector,  Francis  Cheyne,  580  tons  150  men  40 
guns  ; and  the  Guardian,  William  James,  300  tons  90  men  20  guns.^ 


1 Pub.  Diary  25  of  1762,  2.34-235. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  14th  July  1752,  Pub.  Diary  25  of  1752,  232-233. 

2 Court  to  Bombay  4th  March  1752  para  6,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  4 of 
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On  the  5tli  April  1754,  the  Court  of  Directors  write  : Being 
informed  that  Lavji  our  ship-builder  has  behaved  in  that  station 
with  great  industry  and  fidelity  we  have  thought  proper  as  a 
token  of  our  regard  to  send  a silver  rule  and  a set  of  instruments 
by  our  Superintendent,  Captain  Hough,  which  you  are  to  present 
to  him  as  likewise  with  a shawl  in  our  name.^ 

Eegarcling  timber  wanted  for  building  ships  a Consultation,  the 
15th  October  1754,  records:  The  Superintendent  lays  before  the 
Board  an  indent  for  timber  wanted  for  immediate  use.  As  the 
Honourable  Company  have  been  pleased  to  order  us  to  set  about 
establishing  a fleet  according  to  their  regulations,  the  Superintendent 
is  directed  to  make  proper  enquiry  concerning  any  timber  or  stores 
on  the  island  for  sale  which  may  be  requisite  for  this  purpose, 
delivering  an  account  thereof  to  the  Board,  and  also  to  lay  the  keel 
of  the  ship  to  carry  twenty  12-pounder  guns." 

A Consultation,  the  22nd  July  1755,  records : The  marine 
paymaster  lays  before  the  Board  an  indent  for  2450  covits  of 
timber  of  sorts  wanted  for  the  ensuing  year  and  the  merchants 
offering  to  contract  for  it  at  the  following  prices  which  are  deemed 
reasonable : Agreed  that  a contract  be  accordingly  entered  into 
with  them,  namely^ : 

For  Shateer  at  Ils.  13  the  covit.  For  Tollia  4|  the  covit. 

,,  Oclaney  6|  ,,  ,,  Crooked  4|  ,, 

,,  Veraw  >>  ,,  fc'urat  Kores  130  for  75. 

A Consultation,  the  28th  January  1767,  records  : The  land 
paymaster  represents  that  a quantity  of  timber  being  wanted  for 
the  use  of  his  office,  he  has  had  a parcel  tendered  him  at  the  following 
prices,  which  are  approved.  He  is  ordered  to  contract  for  the  same 
accordingly,  the  timber  to  be  surveyed  by  the  proper  officers  previous 
to  its  being*  accepted.'^ 


Shateer,  covits 

300 

at  Ks.  14 

...  Es.  4200 

Dhimbrey  , , 

200 

„ 10 

...  ,,  2000 

Odaney  ,, 

200 

...  „ 1450 

Veraw  ,, 

200 

„ 6i 

...  „ 1250 

Tollia  ,, 

100 

5i 

...  ,,  525 

Total  Rs.  9425 

On  the  18th  March  1768,  with  a view  to  provide  for  a constant 
stock  of  timber,  the  Court  write  : It  appearing  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  our  interest  that  a large  stock  of  seasoned  timber  should  be 
always  on  hand  for  the  marine  and  other  uses,  we  recommend  it  to 
you  to  contract  for  it  at  the  cheapest  time.  None  of  this  timber  shall 
be  sold  to  private  persons  unless  on  very^  extraordinary  occasions. 
Bven  then  application  must  be  made  to  the  Board  in  writing,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  Superintendent  must  certify  that  it  may  be  spared 
without  prejudice  to  our  interest.  Our  timber  must  be  deposited  in  the 
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marine  yard  or  some  other  place  separate  from  what  may  belong  to 
private  persons.^ 

Three  years  later  they  again  write  : As  it  is  essentially  necessary 
that  a large  stock  of  timber  should  be  constantly  kept  np  for  the  service 
of  onr  marine,  that  the  vessels  may  be  built  and  repaired  with 
seasoned  timber,  Ave  strongly  recommend  this  object  to  your  attention. 
W^e  here])y  positively  order  and  direct  that  the  Company's  timber  be 
used  in  building  and  repairing  our  cruizers  only,  and  on  no  pretence 
whatever  be  applied  to  the  service  of  private  vessels." 

For  providing  luggage  boats,  a Consultation  of  the  3rd  August 
1768  records:  The  service  being*  much  distressed  for  luggage  boats 
it  is  agreed  to  build  six,  three  with  and  three  Avithout  decks.  But  as 
from  the  number  of  A^essels  noAV  building  in  the  marine  yard  they 
cannot  possibly  be  completed  here,  and  as  Ave  understand  they  may  be 
contracted  for  at  Surat  and  Gandevi  upon  cheaper  terms  than  Ave 
could  construct  them  here,  the  Chief  and  Council  at  Surat  must  be 
directed  to  issue  public  notice  that  Ave  will  receive  sealed  proposals 
from  any  persons  desirous  for  contracting  for  the  same  on  Tuesday 
the  23rd  instant,  the  boats  to  be  constructed  upon  the  plan  and  of  the 
dimensions  to  be  delivered  in  by  the  Superintendent.^ 

As  in  spite  of  this  notice  no  proposals  Avere  received,  a Consultation  of 
the  2nd  September  1768  records  : As  no  proposals  have  been  received 
for  timber  or  luggage  boats  either  at  Surat  or  at  this  place,  it  is 
agreed  to  order  the  Chief  and  Council  to  purchase  six  of  the  latter 
as  near  the  dimensions  of  those  we  Avant  as  possible  but  not  to 
be  above  two  years  old.  If  none  are  to  be  j^urchased  they  must 
in  such  case  cause  six  to  be  built  exactly  agreeable  to  the  dimensions 
Ave  sent  them  upon  the  cheapest  terms  and  to  be  completed  as  soon  as 
possible.^ 

In  approAung  the  encouragement  given  by  the  Bombay  Government 
to  ship-building  the  Court  write,  the  5th  April  1776:  W^e  approve 
your  increasing  the  pay  of  the  two  sons  of  the  late  Lavji  Wadia. 
lYe  shall  send  the  eldest  Avho  has  succeeded  his  father  as  master  builder 
a silver  rule  which  you  are  to  present  to  him  together  Avith  a shaAAd  in  t 
our  name  Avith  the  same  formality  as  was  before  observed  to  his  father, , 
in  order  to  eneourag^e  him  to  behave  with  diligence  and  fidelity.  If  the  ^ 
rule  cannot  be  got  ready  to  go  by  these  ships,  it  shall  be  sent  by  the 
next  opportunity.^ 

At  a Consultation,  the  13th  August  1776,  the  folloAAung  estimate 
of  the  expense  of  rebuilding  the  Britannia  was  laid  before  the  Board  : 
Estimate  of  the  charges  to  build  a ship  of  the  folloAving  dimensions, 
namely® : 


^ Court  to  Bombay  18tli  March  1768  para  37,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  7 of  1766- 
1768,  310.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759  - 1788,  99. 

" Court  to  Bombay  25th  April  1771  para  94,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  8 of  1769* 
1771,  275.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord;  Vol.  2 of  1759  - 178S,  101. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  3rd  Aug.  1768,  Public  Diary  51  of  1768,  435. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  2nd  Sept.  1768,  Public  Diary  51  of  1768,  495. 

5 Court  to  Bombay  5th  Apl.  1776,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol,  9 of  1772  - 1777,  275, 

® Pub.  Diary  70  of  1776,  643  • 644. 
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Dimension. 

Ft. 

Id 

Length  of  keel  as  per  country  measurement... 

... 

121 

0 

Breadth  of  beam 

... 

34 

0 

Depth  in  hold  from  skin  to  skin 

♦ e ♦ 

16 

3 

I)o.  in  w'ale 

18 

6 

Height  between  (^cks  from  plank  to  plank 

6 

0 

Do.  of  spar  deck 

• • • 

6 

6 

Do,  of  w’aist 

• « 9 

1 

0 

Charges, 

Rs. 

Timber 

48,000 

Wrought  iron 

15,000 

Workmanship 

27,000 

Petty  stores 

11,000 

1,01,000 

From  this  may  be  deducted  for  the  materials 

of  the  old  hull  which  will  serve  in  the  new 

one  about 

15,0(J0 

86,000 


Her  iron  toprails^  quarter  irons^  gunnel  irons^  stantions,  and  pumps, 
will  also  serve  again  and  lier  whole  kentledge  (ballast)  as  from 


Europe : 

Outfit,  Rs. 

Masts  ...  ...  ...  ...  6000 

Cordage  ...  ...  ...  2000 

Sails  ...  ...  ...  ...  4000 

Cables  two  18-incb,  weight  162,  at  Ks.  21  per  cwt.  ...  4050' 

Anchor,  weight  16,  at  Rs.  14  per  cwt.  ...  ...  226 

Boat,  six-oar  ...  ...  ...  ...  600 

16,776 


Chapter  IL 

Trade- 

Ship  Building 
Charges, 
1776, 


Total  ...  1,02,776 

Referring  to  the  above  a Consultation  of  the  13th  August  1776 
records  ; The  Provisional  Superintendent  lays  before  the  Board  an 
estimate  of  the  charges  of  rebuilding  the  Britannia  hy  which  it  appears 
that  after  allowing  for  her  old  materials  and  stores  the  expense  will 
amount  to  Rs.  1,02^776.  It  being  now  considered  whether  it  would 
be  most  for  the  Honourable  Company'’ s interest  to  rebuild  or  sell  her 
for  the  most  she  will  bring,  it  is  resolved  after  mature  deliberation  to 
adopt  the  former  measure  as  in  every  respect  most  for  their  advantage, 
and  then  to  despatch  her  to  Bengal  to  be  disposed  of  there  as  the 
Governor  General  and  Council  may  think  proper.  At  any  rate  our 
Honourable  Masters  cannot  possibly  sustain  any  loss  by  this  resolution, 
as  a freight  of  cotton  to  Bengal  on  such  a ship  as  the  Britannia  will 
produce  a very  considerable  sum.  If  the  gentlemen  there  should  be 
in  want  of  tonnage  and  think  fit  to  despatch  her  to  England,  the 
freight  alone  will  much  more  than  repay  the  expense  of  rebuilding  her 
exclusive  of  what  she  may  afterwards  sell  for.  Should  it  even  be 
found  expedient  to  dispose  of  her  at  Bengal,  we  doubt  not  but  it  may 
be  done  to  advantage.  The  rebuilding  being  therefore  resolved  on, 
the  ship  must  be  finished  with  all  possible  expedition,  and  the  Honour- 
able Company  and  the  Governor  General  and  Council  advised  of  our 
intention.^ 

On  the  25th  September  1778,  the  marine  paymaster  reports: 
Agreeable  to  your  later  commands  I have  contracted  with  Nathu 


Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  L6tli  Aug.  1776,  Pub.  Diary  70  of  1776,  6.S6  - 6.SG, 
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i,  Barjor  Limji,  Bustam  Bliikaji,  and  Ndnabhai  Karsanji 
for  4450  covits  o£  the  undermentioned  sorts  of  Gandevi  timber  and 
15  Gorges  of  knees  for  the  marine  service  part  to  be  delivered  in 
November  and  the  remainder  in  February  next.  I am  sorry  to  acquaint 
your  Honour  that  notwithstanding  my  utmost  endeavours  1 could 
not  prevail  on  them  to  accept  less  than  the  prices  allowed  them  in 
1776  as  they  alleged  they  could  not  afford  it^  namely : 

Sliateer  at  Rs.  15|  the  covit.  Tollia  at  Rg.  the  covit. 

Odaney  ,,  „ 8^  do.  Crooked  „ ,,  do. 

Verrow  ,,  ,,  '1\  do.  Knees  ,,  ,,  50  the  corge. 

The  merchants  have  as  usual  executed  contracts  for  the  delivery  of 
the  timber  conformable  to  my  address  of  the  8th  June  last.^ 

On  receipt  of  the  above  the  Board  observe,  the  7th  October  1778  : 
The  marine  paymaster  reports  by  letter  that  agreeable  to  our  orders 
under  the  26th  August  he  has  contracted  for  the  timber  wanted  in 
his  department  at  the  same  prices  as  given  in  1776,  which  were  the 
lowest  terms  procurable.^ 

Regarding  the  want  of  a dry  dock,  the  29th  December  1686,  the 
Bombay  Council  write  to  the  Company  : A dry  dock  for  the  refitting 
of  ships  will  be  of  great  use  here  and  may  be  easily  made.  This  the 
Deputy  Governor  Sir  John  Wyborne  does  believe  may  be  of  great  use 
and  profit  to  your  Honours,  and  indeed  so  it  must  be  ; for  all  ships 
in  these  seas  when  they  know  of  a dock  where  they  may  lie  dry 
securely,  will  come  to  clean  and  repair  their  shqos.  The  ship  Faulcon 
had  not  left  her  bones  here  had  there  been  a dock.  Sir  John  Wyborne 
has  wrote  to  the  Captain  General  about  it.  We  do  not  know  what 
the  event  of  this  matter  may  be  and  therefore  can  only  say  it  will  be  a 
necessary  profitable  work  when  done.^ 

In  their  letter  to  Bombay,  the  17th  April  1711,  after  mentioning 
the  advantage  of  a dock  the  Court  of  Directors  add  : In  hopes 
that  one  time  or  other  it  would  be  done  we  would  have  you  consider 
of  it  and  where  you  might  best  make  it  completely  good  and  fit  to 
take  in  one  or  rather  two  ships  and  let  us  know  it  with  your  opinion 
thereupon  for  our  final  decision.  We  are  not  willing  you  should  have 
too  much  work  upon  your  hands  at  once,  but  would  rather  see  the 
most  necessary  first  concluded.  Still  we  believe  it  would  be  a great 
benefit  to  the  owners,  and  us,  that  their  ships  should  be  new  cleaned 
and  graved  before  they  return  for  Europe,  as  it  would  contribute  to 
the  shortening  their  passage,  and,  by  the  better  coming  at  any  defects 
in  the  hull,  would  preserve  their  cargoes  from  damage.^ 

A Consultation,  the  3rd  January  1749,  records  : We  consider  that  a 
dry  dock  at  this  place  capable  of  receiviDg  a ship  of  50  guns  would 
be  extremely  useful  for  cleaning  or  repairing  ships  belonging  to  the 
Honourable  Company  or  private  traders  and  would  thereby  bring  many 
advantages  to  the  island  particularly  in  respect  to  trade  and  most 


^ Pub.  Diary  74  of  1778,  717.  ^ Pub.  Diary  74  of  1778,  705. 

^ Bombay  to  Court  29tli  Dec.  1686,  Sec.  Out.  L,  B.  4 of  1677-  1687,  41.  Forrest’s 
Home  Series,  I.  149. 

Court  to  Bombay  17th  April  1711  para  70,  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715- 
1721,  145-146. 
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branches  o£  the  revenues.  Also  that  the  charg*e,  by  computation  not 
exceeding  Rs.  5000,  would  be  soon  reimbursed  by  collecting  a duty 
on  all  ships  that  make  use  of  the  dock.  It  is  therefore  agreed  that 
the  same  be  undertaken  on  the  Honourable  Company's  aecoiiiiL 
borrowing  money  of  the  bank  for  the  amount  for  which  a distinct  head 
is  to  be  kept  on  the  general  book.  Directed  therefore  that  such  timber 
and  plank  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  grates  of  the  dock  be  indented  for 
to  Tellicherry.^ 

Next  year,  the  7th  March  1750,  the  Court  write:  ML  agree  with 
3"ou  in  opinion  that  a dry  dock  capable  of  receiving  a fifty-gun  ship 
may  be  extremely  useful^  and  therefore  approve  of  your  undertaking 
it,  as  well  as  the  method  you  j)ropose  for  reimbursing  the  expenses  of 
making  it.” 

A year  after,  the  6th  March  1751,  they  write  : The  dry  dock 
when  finished  will  be  of  general  advantage  to  the  place  in  causing  skills 
to  resort  to  Bombay  to  clean  and  refit,  and  we  are  of  your  ojnnion  that 
we  shall  soon  be  reimbursed  the  expenses  in  building  it  by  a moderate 
duty  being  collected  for  all  ships  that  make  use  of  it,  the  fixing  the 
rate  of  which  we  shall  leave  to  your  discretion.^ 

A Consultation,  the  3rd  July  1750,  records  : The  dry  dock  ordered 
to  be  set  about  at  the  presidency  in  Consultation  the  3rd  January 
1749  being  finished,  the  rates  to  be  j^aid  for  all  ships  and  vessels  that 
go  into  it  are  now  settled,  namely  the  sum  of  Rs.  150  for  the  first 
spring  and  Rs.  1 00  for  every  spring  they  remain  in  it  afterwards.'^ 

A Consultation,  the  28th  January  1751,  records:  It  being  judged 
that  if  the  heads  of  the  dry  dock  be  carried  a little  further  out,  it 
would  not  only  be  more  commodious  but  be  a means  of  the  tides  car- 
rying off  the  filth  which  at  present  settles  in  it  and  as  the  same  may 
be  done  for  a small  expense  it  is  agreed  that  it  be  set  about  and  finished 
as  speedily  as  possible.'^ 

Regarding  the  utility  of  the  Bombay  Dock,  the  5th  April  1754,  the 
Court  write  : We  are  well  satisfied  of  the  great  utility  of  the  dock  at 
Bombay,  not  only  as  it  serves  every  purpose  for  our  own  ships  but  as 
it  brings  a considerable  trade  to  the  j)lace  by  repairing  the  shipping 
for  BengM  and  other  parts  of  India.  But  we  are  acquainted  that  to 
render  it  complete  there  is  still  wanting  another  at  the  end  of  it,  to 
form  a double  one,  that  a ship  may  be  shut  uj)  and  repaired  while  the 
outer  dock  serves  for  all  other  occasions.  You  are  therefore  hereby 
empowered  and  directed  immediately  to  proceed  upon  with  all  con- 
venient despatch  and  to  complete  a dock  without  the  present  one  nj^on 
such  a plan  as  you  shall  judge  will  best  answer  the  purpose.® 

-A  Consultation,  the  13th  June  1755,  records  : The  Superintendent 


* Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  3rd  Jan.  1749,  Bub.  Diary  22  of  1749,  3. 

2 Court  to  Bombay  7tli  March  1749  (1750)  para  53,  Fnb.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  3 
of  1742 . 1751,  J98. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  6th  March  1750  (1761)  para  70,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  3 of 
1742-  1751,  260. 

^ Bom.  Gov,  Consultation  3rd  July  1750,  Pub.  Diary  23  of  1750,  227. 

® Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  28th  Jan.  1751,  Pub.  Diary  24  of  1751,  35. 

® Court  to  Bombay  5th  April  1754  para  105,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  4 of 
1752*1756,  165. 
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represents  that  it  will  he  a great  improvenieiifc  to  floor  the  old  dry 
dock.  It  is  therefore  directed  that  it  be  done  in  such  manner  as  will 
best  answer  that  purpose.^ 

Becrardlng  the  want  of  a third  dock^  a Consultation,  the  28th  March 
1760^  records;  The  Superintendent  represents  that  as  the  battery 
below  the  present  dock  head  runs  so  far  out  he  desired  on  its  being 
beo'un  that  it  might  be  carried  on  in  such  manner  as  to  serve  for  one 
siefe  of  another  or  third  dock  in  case  it  should  prove  necessary.  This 
has  accordingly  been  done.  By  the  uncommon  lowness  of  the  late 
spring  tides,  his  Ylajesty^s  ship  Cumberland  has  four  times  been  brought 
close  to  the 'present  outer  dock  gate  without  it  being  possible  to  get  her 
in.  As  this  has  been  attended  with  a great  loss  of  time  as  well  as  risk, 
and  as  we  may  probably  often  be  subject  to  the  like  material  disappoint- 
ment in  repairing  other  large  shijis  of  the  squadron,  also  seeing  that 
the  channel  is  already  dug  a proper  depth  so  that  another  or  third  dock 
might  easily  be  made  at  a moderate  expense  capable  of  docking  such 
ships  at  any  time  and  thereby  greatly  facilitate  the  public  service  as 
well  as  save  a constant  charge  we  now  sustain  by  cleaning  the  channel 
of  mud ; Besolved  that  a third  dock  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible 
under  the  Superintendent's  directions,  which  will  prevent  the  Principal 
Engineer's  attention  being  directed  from  the  fortifications." 

Beferring  to  the  above,  the  6th  May  1761,  the  Court  write;  You 
represent  the  necessity  of  having  a third  dock  and  of  your  having 
oiven  orders  for  completing  it  as  soon  as  possible  under  the  Superin- 
tendent's directions,  which  you  say  may  be  easily  made  at  a moderate 
expense  on  account  of  some  contrivances  foi  foimei  woiks.  If  this 
piece  of  work  was  so  essentially  necessary  as  you  assure  it  was  we 
must  acquiesce.  But  certainly  you  ought  not  to  have  ordered  it 
to  be  set  about  before  an  estimate  of  the  whole  expense  has  been  laid 
before  you  and  well  considered.  Indeed  you  should  not  have  failed  to 
have  sent  to  us  such  estimate  instead  of  the  before  noticed  loose  manner 
of  expressing  yourselves  as  to  the  expense.  YS  e therefore  think  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  repeat  our  orders  that  no  wmrks  of  expense  are 
to  be  set  about  without  our  previous  leave  unless  they  are  really  and 
essentially  necessary.^ 

A Consultation,  the  7th  July  1761,  records  ; Many  inconveniences 
having  been  found  to  result  in  the  course  of  refitting  the  squadron 
from  ^a  want  of  the  third  dry  dock,  it  is  ordered  that  it  be  carried  out 
with  the  utmost  expedition  which  will  enable  us  to  dock  the  largest 
ship  of  the  squadron  at  any  springs.'^ 

A Consultation,  the  23rd  July  1762,  records;  The  outer  dock  has 
been  carrying  on  as  fast  as  the  tides  would  admit  of  working  upon 
ever  since  the  Admiral  recommended  its  being  completed  and  not  a 
moment's  time  will  be  lost  in  finishing  it.^ 


^ Pub.  Diary  28  of  1755,  245. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  28tli  Marcli  1760,  Pub.  Diary  34  of  1760,^235. 

3 Court  to  Bombay  6tli  May  1761  para  107,  Pub.  Dep 
3,7^37  1*761  388 

Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  7tli  July  1761,  Pub.  Diary  3/  of  1/61,  486,^ 

® Bom.  Gov,  Consultation  23rd  July  1762,  Pub.  Diary  38  of  1762,  395. 
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A Consultation^  the  23rd  July  1765^  records:  Our  treasury  being* 
now  pretty  strong  and  the  third  dry  dock  nearly  completed^  the  same 
is  ordered  to  be  continued  and  finished  as  soon  as  possibled 

The  Marine  Superintendent  representing  the  necessity  of  a dock  at 
Mazgaoiy  a Consultatioiy  the  30th  June  1769,  records  : Read  a letter 
from  the  Superintendent,  wherein  he  recommends  the  making  of  a dock 
at  Mazgaon  for  the  use  of  ships  that  do  not  exceed  300  tons  burthen, 
and  that  proper  storehouses  may  be  erected  contiguous  to  it  for  the 
reception  of  their  stores.  He  likewise  recommends  sundry  matters  as 
indispensably  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  service,  which  are  therefore 
ordered  to  be  put  in  execution  ; and  an  estimate  of  the  expense  which 
will  be  incurred  by  making  the  dock  and  building  the  storehouses  at 
Mazgaon  is  ordered  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  us  accordingly.^ 

On  the  7th  October  1769,  an  estimate  of  the  dry  dock  at  Mazgaon 
amounting  to  Rs.  10,025  was  laid  before  the  Board,  when  they 
ordered  it  to  be  carried  into  execution  agreeable  to  their  resolution  of 
the  30th  June  last.  In  their  letter  to  the  Court  on  the  30th  November 
1769  Government  write  : Mdien  the  Mazgaon  dock  is  finished  the  duty 
will  be  collected  for  the  use  of  it  as  is  now  done  for  the  docks  in 
Bombay.’^ 

On  the  25th  April  1771,  the  Court  express  their  approval  of  the 
Mazgaon  Dock.  They  write  : M^e  approve  the  making  of  a dock  with 
stoiehouses  at  ]\Iazgaon  as  also  of  the  duty  you  intend  to  levy  for 
such  piivate  vessels  as  shall  be  repaired  in  it  and  hope  the  expense  of 
executing  that  work  will  not  exceed  the  estimated  sum  of  Rs.  10,025.^ 

On  the  2nd  February  1773,  the  Chief  Engineer  writes  to  Govern- 
ment : Finding  that  the  workmen  I sent  from  the  new  fortifications 
for  the  completing  of  the  third  dry  dock,  do  constantly  diminish  by 
desertion^  insomuch  that  by  this  means  the  labourers  are  reduced  to 
half  their  stipulated  number ; and  as  such  desertion  is  principally 
owing  to  the  very  laborious  work  they  are  obliged  to  perform  when 
working  at  the  dock,  by  being  often  up  to  their  middle  in  mud  and 
obliged  to  attend  at  any  hour  of  the  night  when  wanted,  and  all  this 
without  any  additional  pay  or  consideration  for  such  extraordinary 
work,  I have  taken  the  liberty  to  represent  to  your  Honour  the  neces- 
sity there  is  of  employing  five  hundred  labourers  at  the  dock  and  pier 
works  exclusive  of  the  number  at  present  ordered  to  be  employed,  and 
leave  it  to  your  Honour^s  consideration  whether  an  increase  of  ten 
res  per  day  be  not  proper  as  an  encouragement  and  in  consideration 
of  their  extraordinary  attention  and  labour.^ 

On  reading  the  above  letter  the  same  day  the  Board  resolved  in 
consideration  of  the  very  hard  duty  to  the  labourers  who  work  on  the 
docks  that  ten  res  per  diem  additional  pay  be  allowed  them.® 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  23rd  July  1765,  Pub.  Diary  45  of  1765,  457. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  SOtli  June  1769,  Tub.  Diary  54  of  1769,  670, 

^ Pub.  Diary  54  of  1769,  700.  Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  16  of  1769,  57. 

J*  Court  to  Bombay  25tli  April  1771  para.  43,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol  8 of 
1769  - 1771,  257.  ^ Pub.  Diary  63  of  1773,  71. 

Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  2nd  Feb.  1773,  Pub.  Diary  63  of  1773,  66. 
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A Consultation,  the  17th  May  1773,  records:  The  masonry  of  the 
second  dock  gate  being  blown  and  the  threshold  of  the  gates  loose, 
as  appears  by  a survey  that  has  been  held  on  it,  an  estimate  of  the 
expense  of  repairing  the  same  and  of  fixing  the  threshold  on  such  a 
construction  that  the  depth  of  water  will  l)e  the  same  as  in  the 
outward  dock,  is  now  laid  before  the  Board*  amounting  to  Bs.  4d87f. 
It  is  therefore  ordered  that  it  be  executed  agreeable  thereto.  On  tins 
occasion  the  Board  remark  that  the  duty  paid  for  docking  ships  is  very 
trifling  and  not  at  all  adequate  to  the  expense  of  opening  and  shutting 
the  dock  gates,  and  other  charges  incurred  thereby,  nor  does  the  duty 
now  collected  bear  any  degree  of  proportion  to  the  benefit  that  the 
ship  receives  therefrom ; it  is  resolved  therefore  that  from  hencefor- 
ward this  duty  be  double  what  it  is  at  present.^ 

On  the  completion  of  the  third  dry  dock,  a Consultation  of  the  28th 
May  1773  records:  As  the  third  dry  dock  is  completed,  the  charge 
of  it  must  be  delivered  over  to  the  land  paymaster  by  the  dock  and 
pier  paymaster,  with  all  stores  that  belong  to  it,  lists  of  which 
signed  by  them  both  must  be  laid  before  the  Board." 

On  the  completion  of  the  Mazgaon  Dock,  a Consultation,  the  18th 
February  1774,  records  : The  dock  and  pier  paymaster  reporting  that 
the  dock  at  Mazgaon  is  completed,  it  must  be  put  under  the  orders  of 
the  land  paymaster  and  everything  belonging  thereto  delivered  with  it, 
inventories  of  which  signed  by  them  both  must  be  laid  before  the  Board. ^ 

Regarding  the  Bombay  Docks,  on  the  27th  December  1778,  the 
committee  report  to  Government : Having  in  obedience  to  the  com- 
mands of  your  Honour  very  minutely  surveyed  the  Bombay  Docks, 
we  have  now  the  honour  to  lay  the  observations  we  have  made  respect- 
ing them  before  your  Honourable  Board.  The  height  of  the  spring  tides 
for  nine  months  in  the  year  from  the  set  of  the  gate  is  generally  from 
13  feet  10  inches  to  14  feet.  The  score  in  the  set  now  10  inches,  which 
may  be  cut  away  4 inches  more  making  14  inches,  will  then  give  from 
15  feet  to  15  feet  2 inches.  In  the  months  of  January  February  and 
March  the  tides  rise  higher  than  in  any  of  the  other  months  being  in 
general  from  15  feet  to  15  feet  6 inches  above  the  set  of  the  gate,  and, 
allowing  for  the  set  will  give  from  16  feet  2 inches  to  16  feet  8 inches. 
This  will  take  in  any  7 O-gun  ship,  but  will  not  admit  the  new  7 4-gun 
ships  as  they  cannot  with  safety  be  brought  to  a smaller  draught  of 
water  than  17  feet  6 inches  or  17  feet  at  least.  The  bank  at  the 
entrance  of  the  dock  must  also  be  always  removed  by  a number  of 
people  at  spring  tides  before  any  large  ships  can  be  taken  in.  AYe  are 
of  opinion  that  no  material  alterations  can  be  made  in  the  docks  besides 
deepening  the  scores  in  the  sets  of  the  gates  and  widening  the  middle 


1 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  17tliMay  1773,  Pub.  Diary  G3  of  1773,  396  (Nos.  5&6). 

® Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  28tli  May  1773,  Pub.  Diary  63  of  1773,  409. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  18tli  Peb.  1774,  Pub.  Diary  65  of  1774,  92.  On  tlie  7tli 
Nov.  1798,  the  Solicitor  Mr.  H.  Forrester  Constable  writes  to  Government:  I have  to 
correct,  or  rather  to  strike  out,  the  note  inserted  in  about  ^Dage  80  of  the  case  respecting 
the  dry  dock  at  M4zgaon  as  to  the  time  it  was  made,  as  I find  it  was  not  begun  till 
about  the  year  1770;  and  that  the  ground  for  wbicli  an  abatement  of  rent  was  made 
some  few  years  after  that,  must  be  understood  to  include  the  place  of  the  dock  as  well 
as  the  marine  yard  there.  Rev.  Diary  22  of  1798,  1735. 
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dock  which  at  present  is  rather  too  narrow  for  working  on  the  large 
ships.  But  the  docks  can  by  no  means  be  deepened  without  Tendering 
them  useless  for  one  year  at  least.  We  are  further  of  opinion  that  two 
new  docks  may  be  built  abreast  of  the  second  and  third  docks  capable 
of  receiving  any  of  the  74i-gun  ships  by  removing  the  hospital  as 
mentioned  by  the  Honourable  Company  in  their  commands  of  the 
4th  April  1767,  and  fixing  the  ships  for  building  where  the  hospital 
now  stands.  Such  a removal  would  greatly  conduce  towards  making 
the  marine  yard  more  commodious  as  there  is  at  present  little  room. 
In  order  to  show  the  capaciousness  of  the  present  docks  we  beg  leave 
to  lay  before  your  Honour  a list  of  several  of  His  Majesty^’s  line  of 
battle  ships  that  have  been  in  them  showing  the  draught  of  water  they 
were  taken  in  at  ^ : 


His  Majesty's  Ships  of  the  Line  docked  at  Bombay,  1758  -1778. 


Ships. 

When  Docked. 

At  what  Dock. 

Draft  of  Water 

WHEN  TAKEN  IN, 

Forward. 

Abreast. 

■ 

Yarmouth 

February  1760  ... 

Second... 

Ft. 

ins. 

Ft.  ins. 

Newcastle 

December  1758  ... 

First  ... 

• « 

Cumberland 

January  1759 

Second... 

s*« 

• 

• • 

^Grafton 

July  1761 

Do.  ... 

14 

6 

15  6 ' 

'^Tyger 

November  1761 

Do.  ... 

14 

6 

15  6 

Midway 

... 

July  1763 

Do.  ... 

14 

7 

14  10  i 

Chatham 

. *• 

January  1763 

Do.  ... 

• •• 

Weymouth 

April  1763 

Do.  ... 

14 

3 

14  3 

^Elizabeth 

... 

September  1763... 

Do.  ... 

14 

0 

14  6 

*Northumbeiiand 

• •• 

January  1773  ... 

Do.  ... 

14 

10 

15  0 

Bueking'ham 

Do. 

Third  ... 

14 

10 

14  11 

*Intrepid 

• « • 

February  1773  ... 

Second ... 

14 

0 

15  0 

*Orford 

« » • 

Do. 

Third  ... 

14 

6 

15  6 ' 

*Warwick 

... 

March  1773 

Do. 

15 

0 

15  6 

Salisbury 

• • ♦ 

January  1776 

Do. 

14 

6 

14  6 

^Rippon 

... 

January  1778  ... 

Do.  ... 

15 

0 

15  3 

V. 5. —Those  marked  * were  hove  with  a lighter. 

On  reading  the  above  rejoort  at  their  Consultation,  the  11th  Janu- 
ary 1779,  the  Select  Committee  observe:  Bead  a report  from  the 
committee  appointed  to  survey  the  docks  in  September  last,  which,  with 
the  list  therein  enclosed,  is  ordered  to  be  recorded  for  the  information 
of  our  Honourable  Masters.^ 

In  1781  His  Majesty’s  squadron  was  repaired  at  Bombay . Touching 
this,  the  24th  April  1781,  Bear  Admiral  Sir  Edward  Hughes  writes 
to  Government : The  ready  and  cheerful  assistance  which  I have 
received  from  you  in  your  conjunct  capacity  as  President  and  Council, 
as  well  as  from  each  of  you  in  your  separate  departments  of  the 
Company's  service,  in  docking  repairing  and  refitting  His  Majesty^s 
squadron  under  my  command  at  this  very  critical  period  of  our  affairs 
I calls  forth  my  warmest  acknowledgments.  I very  sincerely  thank 
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» Secret  and  Pol.  Diary  20  of  1779,  17-18.  The  Court’s  order  of  the  4th  April  1767 
j (para  30)  runs  : The  want  of  a proper  place  near  the  marine  yard  for  the  Company’s 
i timber,  which  is  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  enquiry,  seems  absolutely 
. necessyy  to  he  provided.  We  therefore  permit  you  for  this  purpose  to  make  any  altera- 
I tion  with  regard  to  the  hospital  or  in  any  other  manner  that  may  he  most  conducive  to 
1 our  interest.  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  7 of  1765-1768,  245. 
j ^ Secret  and  Pol.  Diary  20  of  1779,  IG. 
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you  Sir  and  gentlemen  not  only  for  your  unwearied  zeal  in  assisting  me 
to  the  utmost  of  your  power  in  the  refit  of  the  squadron  under  my 
command  but  also  for  the  personal  attention  you  were  pleased  to  pay 
to  myself  and  the  officers  and  men  serving  under  me.  As  you  are 
well  acquainted  with  the  great  utility  and  necessity  of  a squadron 
of  His  Majesty^s  ships  being*  employed  in  the  East  Indies  in  the  time 
of  war  especially  for  the  protection  of  the  Company's  trade  and  pos- 
sessions^ and  as  you  likewise  know  that  this  is  the  only  port  in  the 
East  Indies  where  a ship  of  the  line  can  be  docked  and  effectually  re- 
fitted^ I think  it  a duty  incumbent  on  my  station  to  state  to  you  such 
inconveniences  as  have  arisen  to  me  in  the  course  of  our  late  refitting. 
These,  though  no  exertions  of  yours  or  mine  could  at  that  time 
remedy  or  prevent,  are  now  wholly  in  your  power  to  amend  if  not 
obviate  before  the  squadron  will  have  occasion  to  return  to  this  port 
to  refit.  The  first  and  indeed  the  most  capital  amendment  I would 
propose  to  you  is  in  the  present  depth  of  water  in  the  lower  and  middle 
docks  as  from  the  want  of  a few  inches  more  water  three  of  the  line 
of  battle  ships  were  neaped  or  delayed  each  fourteen  days  longer  than 
was  otherwise  necessary  to  keep  the  ship  in  dock.  To  obviate  any 
such  accident  in  future  I beg  leave  to  point  out  to  you  the  best  and 
most  e:ffectual  means  that  occur  to  me  to  put  the  docks  and  marine 
yard  in  such  a state  as  to  be  able  to  afford  a sure  speedy  and  effectual 
refit  to  His  Majesty^s  ships.  For  this  purpose  I would  recommend 
to  you  to  set  about  deepening  the  lower  and  middle  docks  with  all 
expedition  which  I am  assured  by  good  authority  may  be  done  at  least 
from  12  to  18  inches.  Also  both  docks  should  be  on  the  same  level. 
This  will  be  attended  with  the  greatest  advantage  as  it  will  give  time 
for  putting  two  ships  into  the  docks  on  the  same  tide  as  well  as 
secure  a positive  certainty  of  docking  and  undocking  the  line  of  battle 
ships  whenever  they  are  in  a condition  to  dock  or  undock.  The  want 
of  this  is  a defect  severely  felt  in  the  present  state  of  the  docks. 

On  building  the  two  new  docks  abreast  of  the  present  lower  and 
middle  docks  as  recommended  to  your  Board  in  the  report  of  your 
chief  engineer  and  master  attendant,  care  must  be  taken  to  give  them 
at  least  18  inches  more  water  than  in  the  present  lower  dock,  and  if 
these  new  docks  are  immediately  set  about  so  as  to  be  finished  in  all 
next  December,  the  present  docks  may  remain  in  the  state  they  now 
are  for  the  use  of  the  trading  ships  and  until  the  new  are  finished. 

The  extent  of  the  marine  yard  as  it  is  at  this  time  is  much  too 
small  to  give  room  for  the  necessary  quantities  of  timber  and  work- 
men. I earnestly  recommend  to  you  that  you  will  extend  the  yard  so 
as  to  comprehend  the  two  Surgeons'’  houses  and  the  hospital  on  that 
side.  Also  that  the  prisoners  be  moved  from  the  house  now  made  a 
prison,  and  the  whole  of  the  house  be  opened,  as  was  the  case  formerly, 
for  the  purpose  of  fitting  rigging  and  containing  the  stores  of  the 
ships  in  dock.  The  present  very  crowded  state  of  the  yard  evidently 
retards  the  progress  of  the  workmen  and  prevents  its  being  kept  in 
that  clean  condition  so  necessary  to  the  health  of  such  as  labour  in  it, 
and  the  jail,  making  as  it  were  a part  of  the  yard,  is  greatly  incon- 
venient and  a nuisance. 

One  thing  more  occurs  to  me  as  not  only  useful  but  necessary  which 
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I submit  to  your  consideration.  As  the  Company  furnisli  warehouses  for 
the  reception  of  the  salt  provisions  sent  to  this  place  for  the ' service  of 
His  Majesty^s  squadron^  and  as  much  inconvenience  has  arisen  to  the 
inhabitants  residing  in  the  garrison  from  the  necessary  surveying  repack- 
ing and  repickling  the  said  provisions^  I am  of  opinion  that  lodging  such 
provisions  in  a dry  well-built  shed  or  a house  erected  on  the  Apollo 
ground  walled  round  and  tiled  on  the  roof  would  relieve  the  inhabitants 
from  the  much-complained- of  stench  arising  from  doing  what  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  salt  provisions. 
This  change  would  also  tend  to  the  better  preservation  of  the 
provisions  as  such  a house  properly  constructed  must  be  much 
cooler  than  the  warehouses  where  they  are  now  lodged  within  the  garrison 
and  the  heat  of  such  close  warehouses  must  promote  the  decay  and 
rottenness  of  the  meat.  If  this  mode  of  storing  the  salt  provisions 
be  pursued  the  agent  Victualler's  correspondent  here  will  have  my 
orders  to  remove  them  to  the  place  appointed  by  you  for  their  recep- 
tion.^ 

Referring  to  this  letter  from  the  Rear  Admiral  of  his  Majesty^s 
squadron^  a Consultation,  the  13th  June  1781,  records:  It  will  be 
totally  impossible  to  construct  two  new  docks  within  the  time  men- 
tioned by  the  Admiral,  and  if  we  set  about  any  alterations  to  the  old 
ones  we  shall  entirely  be  deprived  of  their  use  for  a considerable  time 
from  which  great  inconvenience  will  result.  Resolved  that  the  new 
docks  be  first  constructed  and  as  we  have  an  idea  that  it  may  be  more 
convenient  to  build  them  at  Butcher^  s Island  as  the  tide  rises  some 
inches  higher  there  than  at  Bombay,  the  chief  engineer  and  master 
attendant  must  be  directed  to  give  us  their  opinion  on  the  subject  and 
lay  before  us  plans  and  estimates  of  the  expense  of  building  docks  at 
both  places.  The  Collector  must  be  directed  to  pitch  upon  som^e  prope-r 
spot  within  the  town  walls  for  a jail  at  the  smallest  expense  for 
removal  of  houses  and  the  least  inconvenience  to  the  inhabitants.  The 
surgeons  must  also  be  directed  to  report  to  us  what  place  may  be  most 
suitable  and  convenient  to  remove  the  hospital  to.  A proper  shed 
must  be  erected  on  the  Apollo  ground  for  the  reception  of  the 
King^s  provisions.^ 

The  following  notice  of  the  Bombay  docks  is  recorded  in  Milburn-’s 
Oriental  Commerce  of  about  1803:  The  dockyard  is  large  and  well 
contrived,  having  naval  stores  of  all  kinds  deposited  in  warehouses, 
together  with  large  quantities  of  timber  for  repairing  and  building 
ships  and  forges  for  all  kinds  of  smiths^  work.  The  dry  dock  has  scarce 
its  equal  for  size  or  convenience.  It  has  three  divisions  and  three 
pair  of  strong  gates  so  as  to  be  capable  of  receiving  three  ships  of  the 
line  at  the  same  time.  Near  the  dock  is  a convenient  place  to  heave 
down  several  ships  at  once,  which  is  done  well  and  with  great  expedi- 
tion. Here  is  also  a rope  walk  which  for  length  situation  and  conve- 
nience equals  any  in  England,  that  in  the  King^s  yard  at  Portsmouth 
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^ Pub.  Diary  78  of  1781,  213  - 215.  This  suggestion  of  Admiral  Hughes  seems  to  be 
the  origin  of  the  Cooperage  buildings  on  the  Esplanade. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  13th  June  1781,  Pub.  Diary  78  of  1781,  311.  Forrest’s 
Home  Scries,  II.  2G8. 
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only  excepted ; and  like  that  it  has  a covering  to  protect  the  work- 
men. Cables  and  all  sorts  of  lesser  cordage,  both  of  hemp  and  coir,  are 
manufactured  here.^ 

Regarding  the  necessity  of  erecting  a light-house  on  Old  Woman^s 
Island,  a Consultation,  the  5tli  July  1768,  records;  The  Superin- 
tendent represents  that  it  is  highly  necessary  to  erect  a light-house 
upon  the  point  of  Old  Woman^s  Island,  as  well  for  the  safety  of  the 
trade  in  general  as  for  that  of  our  Honourable  Masters^  ships  in  parti- 
cular which  generally  arrive  in  the  month  of  August  when  it  is  most 
commonly  rainy  hazy  weather.  This  light-house  will  likewise  be  of 
great  use  to  the  cruisers  sent  out  to  look  for  the  Europe  ships.  It 
is  therefore  resolved  that  an  estimate  of  the  expense  which  will  be 
incurred  by  erecting  and  keeping  up  a light-house  be  prepared  and  laid 
before  us,  when  we  will  take  into  further  consideration  the  propriety 
of  carrying  it  into  execution.^ 

Two  weeks  later  the  required  plan  and  estimate  were  submitted  to 
Government.  A Consultation,  the  22nd  July  1768,  thereupon 
records  ; A plan  and  estimate  of  the  light-house  the  Superintendent 
proposes  to  erect  on  the  point  of  Old  Womards  Island  being  now 
laid  before  us,  and  it  appearing  that  the  erecting  it  will  not  cost  more 
than  from  Rs.  4000  to  Rs.  5000,  which  is  but  a trifle  when  com- 
pared with  the  utility  it  will  be  to  the  trade  in  general,  it  is  resolved 
that  it  be  erected  on  such  spot  as  the  Superintendent  may  think 
proper  provided  the  Engineer  has  no  objections.^'' 

Referring  to  this  light-house  on  the  7th  February  1772,  the  Court 
write  to  Bombay : (is  the  security  which  the  light-house  erected  at 
the  Company's  expense  on  Old  Woman^s  Island  will  yield  to  the 
navigation  of  our  port  must  be  greatly  increased  were  the  same 
to  be  constantly  ligEted  instead  of  its  being  so  at  particular  seasons 
only,  which  we  understand  to  be  your  present  practice,  we  direct  that 
a proper  light  be  kept  up  during  every  night  throughout  the  year. 
As  the  benefit  which  the  trade  must  thereby  receive  will  entitle  us 
to  a reimbursement  of  the  expense  of  supporting  the  edifice  as  well  as 
the  lighting'  of  it,  you  will  establish  such  a duty  to  be  collected  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  anchoring  in  Bombay  harbour  as  you  shall  judge 
sufficient  to  defray  the  charges  which  the  Company  may  incur  on  that 
account.^ 

On  the  17th  August  1772,  the  Superintendent  Mr.  John  Watson 
writes  : Conformable  to  your  orders  I have  the  honour  to  lay  before 
you  the  charges  for  lighting  the  tower  on  Old  Woman^s  Island  from 
the  1st  August  1771  to  the  31st  of  July  1772,  amounting  to 
Rs.  629-3-12.5 

On  receipt  of  the  above  information,  the  19  th  August  1772,  the 
Board  observe : As  the  Honourable  Company  have  been  pleased  to 
direct  that  the  expense  of  the  light-house  at  Old  Woman^s  Island 


* Milbura’s  Or.  Com.  1813,  I.  170. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  5th  July  1768,  Pub.  Diary  51  of  1768,  385. 

® Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  22nd  July  1768,  Pub.  Diary  51  of  1768,  420. 

Court  to  Bombay  7th  Feb.  1772  para  31,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol,  9 of  1772  - 1777, 
If  ■ ® Pub.  Diary  61  of  1772,  790. 
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should  be  borne  by  the  vessels  anchoring*  in  the  harbour,  the  Superin- 
tendent lays  before  us  the  above  letter  enclosing  an  account  of  its 
annual  expense  amounting  to  Rs.  629-3-12,  and  the  mode  of  levying 
a sum  agreeable  to  our  Employers^  orders  equal  to  this  expense.  This 
being  considered,  it  is  resolved  and  ordered  that  Rs.  2 for  every  100 
tons  be  collected  by  the  Superintendent  from  each  vessel  that  anchors 
in  the  harbour.^ 

Eight  years  later,  13th  October  1780,  the  light-house  duty  was 
raised  from  Rs.  d to  Rs.  10  per  100  tons  as  recommended  by  the 
committee  of  accounts.^ 

About  1808  the  following  notice  of  the  Colaba  Light-house  is 
recorded  by  Milburn : Close  to  Bombay,  separated  only  by  a small 
creek  fordable  at  low  water,  is  Colaba,  or  Old  WomaAs  Island,  which 
partly  forms  the  north  side  of  the  harbour.  It  is  about  2^  miles  long. 
Near  its  southern  extremity  stands  the  light-house.  This  building  is  of 
a circular  form,  and  has  within  it  a flight  of  steps  to  ascend  to  the  top ; 
the  height  is  upwards  of  150  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  the 
light  may  be  seen  in  clear  weather  the  distance  of  seven  leagues.  There 
is  also  a signal  station  where  a regular  watch  is  kept  day  and  night,  the 
expense  of  which  is  defrayed  by  a rate  levied  on  all  vessels  frequenting 
the  port.  On  this  island  are  barracks  for  the  military,  and  occasionally 
a camp  is  formed  here,  being  esteemed  a healthy  situation.  It  has 
many  delightful  villas  scattered  about.  The  point  of  Colaba,  on 
which  the  light-house  stands,  is  guarded  on  all  sides  by  an  extensive 
reef  of  rocks,  divided  into  prongs ; the  most  dangerous  is  the  S.  W. 
prong,  which  forms  the  northern  boundary  of  the  entrance  into  the 
harbour,  and  Tull  reef  the  southern.  The  breadth  of  the  channel 
between  the  prongs  and  Tull  reef  is  about  three  miles. ^ 
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^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  19th  Aug.  1772,  Pub.  Diary  61  of  1772,  765. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  13th  Oct.  1780,  Pub.  Diary  77  of  1780,  460.  As  originally 
imposed,  the  duty  was  Rs.  2 in  1772.  The  resolution  of  1780  shows  the  duty  was 
raised  from  Rs.  2 to  Rs.  4 some  time  between  1772  and  1780. 

^ Milburn’s  Or.  Com.  1813,  I.  170. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

CAPITAL. 

In  1671  the  Court  recommended  that  a mint  should  he 
established  at  Bombay  for  coining  gold  and  silver  money  (and 
subsequently  copper  also)  of  such  purity  as  to  pass  among  the 
natives  as  precious  metal  only.^  These  coins  were  not  to  bear  any 
resemblance  to  the  King’s  coin  and  were  to  circulate  only  at  places 
where  the  Company  traded. 

President  Aungier,  and  the  Council  at  Bombay^  replied  that  the 
project  could  not  be  carried  into  effect,  owing  to  the  necessity  of 
sending  the  bullion  to  Surat.  Four  sorts  of  coins  would  be 
required,  namely  gold  coins  to  be  called  carolinas,  silver  to  be  called 
anglinas,  copper  or  copperoons,  and  tin  or  tinnies.^ 

The  matter  rested  until  1675,  when  President  Aungier  again 
suggested  the  establishment  of  a mint  in  Bombay.^ 

On  5th  October  1676  the  King  by  Letters  Patent  empowered  the 
Company  to  establish  a mint  at  Bombay  for  coining  rupees,  pice,, 
and  bujruks,  for  circulation  in  all  the  dependencies  of  the  Company 
in  the  East  Indies  and  a Mr.  Smith  was  sent  out  as  assay 
master  on  a yearly  salary  of  £60.^ 

The  following  extracts  show  how  the  new  coin  was  received  and 
the  difficulties  with  which  the  mint  had  to  contend  : 

Surat  letter  to  the  Company,  dated  Swally  Marine  17th  January 
1676  : We  herewith  send  you  the  several  sorts  of  coins  now  minted 
on  the  island.  Among  the  rest  we  desire  you  to  take  notice  that  in 
order  to  its  greater  consumption  the  tin  coin  is  made  10  per  cent 
more  weighty  than  it  used  to  be.  It  first  went  currently  off  till 
the  envious  Portuguese  hindered  its  passage  in  their  countries  and 
transport  to  the  main,  abating  the  value  very  much.  Now  we 
hope  it  will  be  better  esteemed,  and  if  we  could  procure  a large 
vent  for  it,  it  would  consume  a good  quantity  of  tin  yearly  and 
make  it  worth  Rs.  22  the  man  to  you.*^ 

Surat  letter  to  Bantam,  dated  Swally  Marine  26th  January 
1676:  If  the  Company  would  please  to  permit  a correspondence 
between  their  island  Bombay  and  Bantam  and  order  a corge  of 
copper  and  other  goods  from  Bantam  thither,  it  would  turn  them 
as  well  if  not  better  to  account  than  as  it  is  now  ordered ; for  there 


^ See  Court’s  Letters  to  Surat  and  Bombay,  22nd  Peb.  1671.  Bruce’s  Annals,  II.  279-280. 
5 See  Bombay  Letters  to  Court  of  14tb  June  and  7tb  Oct.  1672.  Bruce  II.  318. 

® See  Bombay  Letter  to  Court  of  18th  Jan.  1675  in  Bruce,  II.  368  - 369.^ 

^See  Letter  from  Court  to  Surat,  7th  March  1677,  in  Bruce,  Tl.  392. 

® See  Court’s  Letter  to  Surat  and  Bombay,  lotli  March  1681,  in  Bruce,  IT.  419. 

® Surat  to  the  Company  17th  Jan.  1676,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B,  2 of  1675-76,  32. 
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is  a great  consumption  of  copper  yearly  at  Bombay  in  the  mint ; 
our  pice  and  other  coin  made  there^  passing  in  all  parts  of  the 
Deccan  and  yi-elds  about  Rs.  22  the  Surat  man  constantly  and 
sometimes  more  ; whereof  vve  pray  consider  it  and  if  you  judge  it 
any  way  advantageous  to  the  Company  you  may  propose  it  to 
themd 

Surat  to  Bombay,  21st  August  1676  : As  for  money  you  have 
not  signified  unto  us  your  want.  Yet  in  regard  to  the  mint  we 
would  have  you  take  out  of  the  ingots  of  silver  to  the  amount  of 
Rs.  o 0,000  or  at  most  so  much  as  will  pay  your  soldiers  or  discharge 
your  debts  if  you  owe  any.  You  cannot  but  be  sensible  of  our 
great  engagements  at  interest  and  how  long  it  will  be  before  we 
can  dispose  of  such  great  quantities  of  goods  as  are  now  come  out,^ 

Surat  to  Bombay,  12th  September  16/6:  W^e  gave  you  a general 
order  in  ours  of  the  21st  August  which  we  doubt  not  but  is  come 
safe  to  hand.  We  then  ordered  you  to  receive  out  of  the  ingots  of 
silver  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  30,000  or  at  most  so  much  as  would 
P^yyc>^^  soldiers  and  discharge  your  debts  (if  you  owe  any).  This 
we  again  confirm,  for  we  cannot  spare  so  considerable  a quantity 
of  money  as  you  desire  from  our  great  engagements  at  interest. 
If  hereafter  you  shall  be  in  want  of  money  we  shall  duly  satisfy 
your  bills  when  you  draw  them  as  hitherto  we  have  done.^ 

Surat  to  Bombay,  dated  Swally  Marine  10th  October  1676 : We 
have  made  inquiry  for  a coiner  and  shall  send  you  one  as  soon  as 
we  can  procure  him.* 

Surat  to  Bombay,  21st  September  1676  : We  take  notice  that 
you  have  received  out  of  the  Europe  ships  329  plates  of  copper  for 
the  use  of  the  mint.^ 

Surat  to  Bombay,  21st  November  1676 : We  expect  the 
Company’s  ship  called  the  Formosa  Merchant  in  a short  time  from 
Tywan  laden  with  copper  and  other  goods.  We  presume  she  will 
first  put  into  Bombay.  If  so  we  would  have  you  take  on  shore  all 
the  copper  for  the  use  of  your  mint  and  what  other  goods  you  can 

■ dispose  of  on  the  island  and  despatch  the  ship  with  the  remainino* 
[Cargo  towards  us  with  all  speed,  not  expecting  further  order.®  ^ 

Bombay  to  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors,  19th  March  1677  : 
The  Formosa  frigate  touched  here  the  17th  February  in  her  way 
to  Surat,  out  of  whom  we  took  all  the  copper  being  but  1 57  chests 

■ which  is  very  welcome  to  us,  we  having  not  a bar  left  to  keep  your 
imint  employed.  There  will  be  gained  80  per  cent  on  the  bare 
jcopper  and  about  20  per  cent  more  by  melting  it.  We  could 
dispose  of  about  2000  chests  in  a year  besides  supplying  Surat  and 


^ Surat  to  Bantam  25tli  Jan.  1676,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1675-76,  60. 

^ Surat  to  Bombay  21st  Aug.  1676,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  Letter  B.  2 of  1675-76  17'i 
Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  100.  ’ * 

^ Surat  to  Bombay  12tb  Sept.  1676,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1675-76,  191-192 
^ Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1675-76,  226.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  101. 

^ Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1675-76,  191. 

^ Surat  to  Bombay  21st  Nov,  1676,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  Letter  Book  2 of  1675-76  260 
"Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  111.  ’ * 
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your  other  factories,  so  (at  the  same  rate  this  copper  cost)  2000 
chests  will  yield  about  Es.  70,000  profitd 

Surat  letter  from  Mr.  G.  Aungier  and  Mr.  0.  Chamberlan  to 
Bombay,  dated  Swally  Marine  ‘20th  March  1677  : We  have  lately 
compared  some  of  the  new  coined  Kupees  with  those  formerly 
made,  and  do  find  them  coarser  and  one  vdl  less  in  weight  than 
they  used  to  be.  This  hath  caused  them  to  fall  in  esteem  and 
makes  the  shrofis  here  raise  the  vatdv  (discount)  on  them. 
Therefore  we  desire  you  to  examine  this  business  and  see  that  the 
Honourable  Company  receive  no  abuse  nor  prejudice  thereby.^ 

Surat  letter  to  Bombay,  10th  April  1677  : It  is  very  certain  that 
the  shroffs  here  have  put  a great  vatdv  on  your  Bombay  rupees, 
which  we  are  still  apt  to  believe  proceeds  from  the  coarseness  of 
the  alloy  and  from  some  abuse  put  on  you  by  the  coiners  which  we 
desire  you  to  use  all  possible  endeavours  to  prevent.^ 

Bombay  to  Surat,  17th  July  1677:  Our  last  was  of  the  11th 
July,  copy  whereof  goes  here  enclosed.  There  is  a coiner  in  Surat 
by  name  Ratanji  who  did  promise  the  late  President  to  come  to 
Bombay  and  did  engage  to  coin  our  dugdnis  for  6^  laris  the  man, 
whereas  now  we  pay  . . . laris.  This  will  amount  to  a considerable 
saving  yearly  if  wm  are  but  supplied  with  good  quantities  of  copper  ; 
and  though  he  came  to  no  agreement  for  coining  of  rupees  and 
hujruks  yet  he  promised  to  make  them  20  per  cent  cheaper  than  at 
present  they  are  made.  Besides  we  are  given  to  understand  he  is 
an  able  workman,  which  will  be  of  great  benefit  in  making  all  the 
money  of  a true  and  equal  weight,  which  is  very  difficult  to  secure 
these  coiners  not  being  bred  up  to  the  trade.  Madan  Kisanji’s  son 
by  name  Bhagvandas  can  inform  your  Honours  where  he  lives. 
Please  to  hasten  him  hither  with  all  speed  possible,  we  being  in 
great  want  of  him.^ 

Bombay  to  Surat,  17th  July  1677:  As  to  the  treasure  we  havm 
been  in  consideration  that  it  may  redound  to  the  Company’s  benefit 
to  have  all  their  silver  coined  on  the  island  for  we  hear  that  the 
discount  or  vatdv  between  Bombay  and  Surat  rupees  is  no  more 


1 Bombay  to  Court  19th  March  1677,  bee.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677  - 1687,  23.  Forrest’s 
Home  Series,  I.  127.  ^ g^rat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  3 of  1677  - 1700,  19. 

^ Surat  to  Bombay  10th  April  1677,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  3 of  1677  - 1700,  28. 

“^Bombay  to  Surat  17th  July  1677,  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677  - 1687,  40.  Forrest’s 
Home  Series,  I.  134. 

®By  the  provisional  convention  negotiated  by  Sir  John  Child  (about  1688)  with 
MukhtyArkhtin  the  new  governor  of  Surat,  which  the  Court  approved  of,  the  Company 
were  allowed  to  coin  money  at  Surat  in  the  Moghal’s  mint  house.  But  the  Court  rather 
preferred  acting  on  the  authority  given  by  their  Charter  of  having  a mint  at  Bombay; 
because  this  would  strongly  impress  the  natives  with  the  importance  of  the  place  ; and 
they  trusted  that  in  time  they  should  be  enabled  to  supply  the  Bengal  market  with 
rupees  coined  at  Bombay,  or  if  that  should  not  be  practicable,  that  they  might 
exchange  their  Bombay  rupees  for  those  coined  at  Surat,  which  would  pass  current  in 
Bengal  or  in  any  part  of  the  Moghal’s  dominions.  On  this  occasion  they  submitted  to 
consideration  of  the  General  whether  the  coinage  at  Bombay  ought  not  to  include  gold 
mohars,  as  the  Company  had  the  Moghal’s  Phirman  and  the  King’s  authority  by 
their  Charter  to  exercise  this  branch  of  delegated  sovereignty.  See  Court’s  Letters  to 
the  General  and  Council  of  Bombay  from  11th  April  1688  to  19th  March  1689  in 
Bruce,  II.  614,  618. 
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than  I per  cent  iii  Surat,  which  in  the  sale  of  the  silver  the  very 
brokerage  and  shroffage  will  pay  for  ; so  that  what  is  got  by  minting 
clear  profit.  Besides  we  are  given  to  understand  that 
the  Surat  rupees  are  now  made  of  a coarser  alloy  than  formerly  ; so 
that  we  believe  our  rupees  may  shortly  pass  without  any  discount, 
f or  your  Honours’  more  full  satisfaction,  we  have  by  this  cosset  sent 
an  ingot  of  silv^er  refined  just  to  the  alloy  of  your  rupees,  which 
weighs  98  tolas  Surat,  which  coined  will  give  us  97|  rupees  clear, 
paying  for  minting  and  all  chai'ges.  Therefore  please  to  try  what 
said  ingot  will  yield  in  Snrat  to  sell,  deducting  brokerage  shroffage 
and  othei  charges  and  by  that  may  be  seen  what  profit  arises 
upon  the  mint.  One  thing  we  are  ignorant  of,  which  is  whether 
the  (Moghal)  governor  will  not  oblige  tlm  Company  to  mint  all  our 
rupees  again  into  Surat  rupees,  as  he  does  the  silver;  but  of  that 
your  Honours  can  easily  be  informed  there.  Even  should  it  be  so 
we  believe  merchants  may  be  had  who  would  undertake  to  remit  it 
hither  for  a small  matter.^ 

Bombay  to  Surat,  21st  October  1677  : We  have  this  day  sold  1000 
mans^  of  copper  at  Bs.  17 1 the  man  at  four  months^  time,  we  having 
remaining  by  us  a great  quantity  of  coin.^ 

Bombay  to  Surat,  21st  October  1677  : The  Company  sent  out  a 
small  parcel  of  Barbary  copper  in  cakes  for  a trial.  This  cost  them 
but  £3  10s.  the  cwt.  whereas  the  other  cost  them  £6  10s.  the  cwt. 
dhis  we  have  sold  for  Bs.  12|-  the  Surat  7nan  which  is  32  per  cent 
more  in  proportion  than  the  other  is  sold  for,  and  we  could  dispose  of 
a good  quantity  yearly. ^ 

Bombay  to  Surat,  11th  November  1677  : The  plates  of  fine  Barbary 
coj^per  we  did^  take  ashore  and  have  coined  most  of  them  not 
finding  very  visible  difference  between  that  and  the  Swedish.  We 
have  nine  plates  left  of  it  which  we  shall  send  up  by  the  first  safe 
conveyance.  This  will  serve  for  a trial  so  well  as  the  whole  parcel.^ 

The  following  extract  from  the  Bombay  general  letter  to  the  Com- 
pany of  29th  December  1686  shows  that  the  question  of  lowering  the 
standard  had^  come  up  when  the  Company  were  in  difficulties : All 
sorts  of  in-ovisions  are  very  dear  occasioned  by  the  war  with  the  Moghal, 

1 Sambhaji  Baja,  and  the  Portuguese,  all  their  forces  being  quartered  in 
I our  neighbourhood,  so  that  the  poor  soldiers  can  hardly  live  on  their 
I pay.  If  any  alteration  be  made  in  the  coin  to  lessen  it,  they  will 
.infallibly  starve  or  cause  some  distraction  ; so  hope  your  Honours  will 

i be  pleased  to  let  the  money  pass  as  it  now  does  till  provisions  grow 
I cheaper.^  ® 


Ihe  Company’s  financial  difficulties  of  this  time  are  further  illustrated 


» Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677  - 1687,  40-41.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  1. 134. 

- Bombay  to  Surat  21st  Oct.  1677,  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677-1687,  59.  Forrest’s 
Home  Series,  I.  139. 

4 ^ of  1677-1687,  59.  Forest’s  Home  Series,  I.  1,39. 

^ Bombay  to  Surat  1 Itli  Nov.  1677,  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677- 1687,  62. 

j ■ Bombay  to  Oourl  29tb  IVc.  1686,  S'eu.  Out.  B B.  4 of  1677-1687,  42.  Forrest's 
riome  Senes,  1,  14<), 
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by  the  following  letter  from  the  Deputy  Governor  Mr.  J . W yborne 
and  Council  to  the  Surat  General  and  Council,  dated  Bombay  28thh 
July  1686  : For  the  bill  you  drew  on  us  for  10,000  Aurangzeb 
rupees,  as  no  such  rupees  were  procurable  here,  they  would  accept  of  • 
nothing  but  bills  for  Surat.  Your  orders  being  positive  that  we  should^ 
make  punctual  payment  we  could  not  return  the  bill ; for  as  to  private  ? 
merchants  it  is  esteemed  a failure  when  their  bills  are  protested  ; so  it  ‘ 
would  be  the  greater  in  people  of  higher  capacities.  We  have  continu-- 
ally  made  it  our  business  to  raise  what  money  possible  and  should  havee 
sent  some  by  the  Fanlcon  and  China  Merchant  had  there  been  coins- 
proper  for  Surat.  There  was  not  then  in  real  cash  Xeraphins  10,000, 
about  seven-eighths  whereof  was  in  Xs.,  laris,  dugdnis,  and  bujruks, , 
upon  which  there  would  have  been  a vast  loss.  The  tobacco,  oil,  andl 
arrack  rents,  with  the  Bombay  and  Mazgaon  cooleries,  according  to 
your  contracts  are  payable  in  bujruks.  This  is  almost  half  the  revenue  c 
and  above  three-fourths  part  of  the  other  half  is  generally  paid  in  silver. 
So  that  we  cannot  receive  one-sixth  of  the  gold  you  are  pleased  to 
suggest.  We  have  remitted  to  Surat  and  paid  upon  that  account! 
upwards  of  Xs.  60,000,  besides  repairing  the  King^s  frigates,  supplying, 
them  with  necessaries  and  other  incident  charges.  Considering  no 
customs  will  be  paid  during  the  monsoon,  we  shall  be  much  streightened  . 
ourselves.^ 

The  following  extracts  continue  the  history  of  the  Bombay  mint  * 
coinage  : Paragraph  14  of  the  CourCs  letter  of  9th  March  1708  is  a. 
repetition  of  former  orders  for  settling  a mint  at  Bombay.^ 

No  bullion  or  coins  to  be  changed  or  meddled  with  at  all  without  am: 
order  of  Council.^ 

Court  to  Bombay,  27th  March  1713:  lYe  expect  you  encourage  our 
own  mint  at  Bombay  by  coining  rupees  there  of  the  same  weight  andr 
fineness  with  those  at  Surat,  or  very  near  it.  If  you  make  them  finer, 
we  shall  lose  by  it  and  therefore  you  must  be  very  careful  to  prevents 
it.  If  coarser,  they  will  get  an  ill  character  and  very  likely  if  one  or 
two  per  cent  worse,  they  will  be  undervalued  to  three  or  four  per 
cent.  Therefore  they  should  be  of  the  same  (fineness)  ; and  though  at; 
first  the  shrofis  may  endeavour  to  decry  them,  yet  in  time  the  rupees 
will  retrieve  and  afterwards  preserve  their  reputation,  as  experience  tells, 
us  those  have  which  were  coined  at  Madras.^ 

Court  of  Directors^  letter,  27th  March  1713,  paragraph  67  : All 
goods  are  to  be  sold  for  rupees.  Such  rents  on  the  island  as  are  on 
farm  may  be  paid  in  Xeraphins  if  rupees  cannot  be  got.^ 

An  entry  made  in  the  Surat  Factory  Diary  on  the  5th  Septem- 
ber 1719  runs:  Received  a letter  of  the  26 tli  ultimo  from  Mr. 


1 Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677-1687,  3. 

2 Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715- 1721,  143. 

^ Oourt’s  Let.  24th  Mar  1710  para  89,  Comp,  of  Stand.  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-1721,  145. 

Court  to  Bombay  27th  Mar  1713  para  70,  Comp. of  Stand.  Ord,  Vol.  1,  1715-1721,  112. 
^ Court  to  Bombay  27th  Mar  1713  para  67,  Comp-  of  Standing  Ord-  Vol.  1 
1715-1721,  11 1. 
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W aters  hy  the  President’s  order  directing  us  to  send  down  twenty 
money ers  to  be  employed  in  the  mint  at  Bombay.^ 

The  Surat  Factory  Diary  of  the  30th  October  1719  records  : Our 
shroffs  being  directed  to  inquire  what  discounter  vatdv  is  a]lo\vedon 
Bombay  rupees  among  the  shroffs,  report  that  the  discount  is  at  10 
per  cent  or  thereabouts  in  passing  them  in  small  parcels  and  more 
in  the  case  of  a large  payment.  Upon  this  we  proposed  to  our 
brokers  that  they  should  take  the  Bombay  rupees  at  that  price 
or  to  allow  them  the  real  exchange  as  they  shall  bond  fide  be  cir- 
culated by  them  in  payments.  These  proposals,  though  we  have 
used  many  words,  they  will  not  hearken  to,  alleging  their  desire 
to  have  the  rupees  changed  for  Surat  rupees  because  they  must 
apply  them  to  pay  off  their  debts  to  the  shroffs  who  will  demand  a 
greater  discount.  In  fine  we  agreed  to  let  our  brokers  have 
Rs.  14,000  at  11  per  cent  vatdv  rebate  to  be  charged  to  their  account 
the  5th  November.  As  this  wms  the  best  agreement  we  could,  possi^ 
bly  conclude,  we  hope  for  the  future  the  President  and.  Council  of 
Bombay  will  take  this  matter  into  consideration  and  settle  the 
I payment  of  rupees  in  such  a manner  as  to  free  us  from  uneasy  and 
I vexatious  squabbles  with  the  brokers." 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  22nd.  May  1724:  The  President 
i represents  to  the  Board  that  there  is  about  Bs.  40,000  of  tin  fice  on 
I the  island ; that  he  finds  Bs.  20,000  sufficient  to  answer  the  occasions 
[ thereon  ; so  that  there  remains  continually  in  the  treasury  from 
\ Bs.  15,000  to  Bs.  20,000  dead  stock.  Pie  therefore  offers  it  as  his 
j023inion  for  the  interest  of  our  Honourable  Masters  that  it  be  run  down 
: into  bars  convenient  for 'sale.  Which  being  debated  and  considered 
I that  the  rate  at  which  the  pice  is  now  current  is  about  Bs.  16  the 
'Surat  man,  the  running  of  them  down  wdll  be  a seeming  though  no 
^ real  loss  to  our  Honourable  Employers.  And  whereas  in  all  probability 
(that  commodity  will  be  at  a higher  rate  the  next  season  than  it  has  been 
:for  some  years  past,  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Board  that  such 
I quantity  of  the  said  pice  as  shall  be  found  unnecessary  be  run  down  into 
iproper  bars  for  sale,  which  is  hereby  directed  to  be  done.® 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  9th  July  1728  : The  President 
observes  to  the  Board  that,  through  our  Hit  duff  dnishemg  made  current 
.in  the  Portuguese  country,  there  has  been  lately  a considerable  decrease 
iin  the  Bank  gain  on  the  monthly  exchange  of  them.  But  as  a con- 
fveniency  will  hereby  offer  of  getting  (rid)  of  a good  quantity  of  those 
\ulitgdnis,  and  still  more  so  by  lowering  their  value,  whereby  we  may 
r introduce  the  passing-current  of  the  copper  goz  we  have  received  from 
^Persia  at  seventy- two  to  the  rupee.  As  the  Persian  goz  will  then  yield 
••about  30  per  cent  profit  this  will  be  more  than  equivalent  to  the  loss 
jthat  will  accrue  by  low^ering  the  value  of  the  former  diigdnis, 
^Besides  we  may  exj^ect  on  them  the  like  gain  by  exchange  as  was 
1:  before  made  by  the  other.  Which  being  agreed  to  as  the  President 
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\ Surat  Fact.  Diary  611  of  1719-20.  2 Fact.  Diary  611  of  1719-20. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation;  22nd  May  1724,  Pub.  Diary  2 of  1724,  68.  Forrest’s  Home 
rSeries,  II,  37. 


Chapter  III. 


Capital. 


Legal  Tender, 


Mint  Kates, 
1736. 


[Historical 


4>  I O 
^ 1 ^ 


HOMBAY  TOWN 


shall  find  most  convenient,  it  is  ordered  that  the  wareliouse-keejoer  issue 
out  to  the  Bank  what  copper  shall  l^e  thought  necessary  for  that  use 
to  be  stampt  anew  at  Its.  20  k the  fSurat  ma^iJ 

Bornbay  Government  Consultation,  7th  December  1733  : Whereas 
a considerable  quantity  of  silver  rupees  of  different  coins  and  alloys  are 
brought  to  this  island  from  the  inland  provinces  of  a value  inferior  to 
the  standard  of  Bombay  and  Surat  rupees  ; and  seeing  that  the  same  are 
l)ought  up  by  the  shroffs  and  other  people  at  an  unreasonable  discount 
and  i:>assed  by  them  in  payment  for  goods  and  merchandise  bought  at  a 
less  discount  and  sometimes  at  par,  to  the  great  prejudice  and  discourage- 
ment of  trade  in  general.  Further  as  this  pernicious  j)ractice  has  been 
carried  on  with  impunity,  notwithstanding  a publication  issued  by  order 
of  this  Board  under  date  14th  February  1729,  it  is  agreed  that  the 
following  publication  issue  enforcing  the  observance  of  our  former 
order.  All  persons  whatever  inhabitants  of  this  island  who  have  in 
their  possession  any  number  of  rupees  alx)ve  ten  of  any  coin  or  alloy 
other  than  those  of  Surat  and  Bombay,  shall  in  ten  days  aftei- 
the  issuing  of  the  said  publication  bring  the  said  impees  to  the 
Honourable  ComtDany^s  mint  where  due  attendance  shall  be  given 
to  receive  and  exchange  them  for  their  real  value,  discounting  only  one 
per  cent  for  their  re-coinage.  All  persons  not  duly  observing  this  our 
publication  shall  forfeit  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  foreign  rupees  as  shall 
be  found  in  their  custody  ten  days  after  the  issuing  thereof,  one-third  to 
be  paid  to  the  informer  and  two- thirds  to  the  Honourable  Company.  But 
all  strangers  who  shall  bring  the  said  foreign  rupees  hither  and  ai  e not 
willing  to  exchange  the  same  in  the  mint,  but  desire  to  export  them 
again,  shall  in  three  days  after  their  arrival  declare  to  the  custom 
master  for  the  time  being  the  quantity  they  desire  to  export.  Finally  it 
is  expressh^  prohibited  that  any  rupees  but  those  of  Surat  or  Bombay 
shall  be  tendered  or  received  in  jmyment  as  current  coin  under  the  penalty 
of  forfeiture  to  be  incurred  by  the  tenderer  or  receiver.  Directed 
that  a publication  to  the  tenour  of  this  resolution  be  immediately 
issued  in  the  English  Portuguese  and  Gentu  languages,  and  that  it  be 
added  that  proper  persons  are  appointed  at  tlie  land  pay  office  to 
exchange  silver  rupees  for  pice  at.  the  rate  of  80  pice  for  a rupee." 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  24th  December  1736  : The  Presi- 
dent lays  before  the  Board  a list  of  the  prices  which  the  undertakers  of 
the  mint  do  agree  to  gave  for  sundry  sorts  of  silver  hereafter  mentioned. 
These  rates  it  is  observed  are  something  more  than  the  silver  produces  by 
the  several  essays  made  in  England.  Idie  undertakers  of  the  mint  being 
called  in  and  declaring  their  consent  to  give  the  undermentioned  prices 
tor  the  several  sorts  of  silver  coined  by  them  it  is  accordingly 
agreed  that  the  established  rates  for  all  silver  coined  in  the  mint  be  as 
follows  : 


* Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  9th  July  1728,  Pub.  Diary  3 of  17*27-28,  150-151. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  7th  Dec.  1733,  Puh.  Diary  5 of  1732-33,  ‘275-276. 
^ Bom.  Gov'.  Consultation  *24th  Dec.  1736,  Puh,  Diary  9 of  1736,  511  -512. 
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5) 
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For  100  ozs. 
For  100 
For  100 
For  100 
For  100 
For  1('0 
For  100 
For  100 
For  loo 
For  ] 00 
For  100 
For  100 


?3 

5? 

3) 

5? 

33 


of  Mexico  dollars  dated  liefore  the  year  1726. 

Us. 

q- 

X. 

Chapter  III. 

244 

3 

16 

do.  since  that  time 

243 

2 

28 

Capital. 

Pillar  dollars,  dated  before  the  year  1728  ... 

247 

1 

39 

Mint  Bates, 
1736. 

do.  since  that  time  ... 

244 

1 

39 

Duccatoons 

249 

2 

26 

Lyon  dollars 

195 

1 

41 

German  dollars 

232 

2 

41 

English  crowns 

245 

1 

37 

New  Phillip  dollars  ... 

242 

1 

83 

Zelotas  or  piastres  ... 

140 

3 

78 

Rose  dollars 

242 

3 

38 

Cross  do. 

225 

2 

14 

Two  years  later  (1738)  the  following  statement  was  prepared  of 
the  produce  of  silver  according  to  assay  reports  made  before  the 
HoiFble  John  Horne  Esquire,  General  and  Governor  and  the  Honourable 
Council,  residing  on  Bombay  for  the  affairs  of  the  British  Nation 


Mint  Assijy, 
1738. 


Assay  of  Silver  Coins,  Bombay  Mint,  1738, 


Quan. 

tity. 

Net  produce, 

Quality. 

English 
Standard . 

Bombay  Rupee 
Standard. 

Produce. 

one  per 
cent  being 

deducted. 

Ozs. 

0. 

d. 

m. 

P- 

0. 

d. 

g.  m. 

P- 

Rs. 

q. 

rs. 

Rs. 

q.  rs. 

100 

Old  pillar  dollars  br.  dwt.i. 

ob 

100 

13 

12 

6 

18 

93 

9 

8 17 

1 

250 

2 56 

248 

0 54 

5 > 

New  ditto  standard 

92 

15 

20  10 

30 

248 

3 

32 

246 

1 37 

) > 

New  Mex,  dollars  wo.  dwt. 

j.  ob.  

99 

6 

11 

13 

19 

92 

2 

8 4 

12 

247 

0 

8 

214 

2 20 

Old  ditto  br.  dwt.  j. 

100 

9 

0 

4 

12 

93 

4 

20  15 

5 

250 

0 

15 

247 

2 16 

) 5 

New  Phil,  dollars  wo.  dwt. 

ij.  

99 

1 

23 

11 

14 

91 

17 

20  2 

6 

246 

1 

67 

243 

3 82 

Old  ditto  wo.  dwt.  x.  ob.  . 

95 

5 

9 

14 

88 

1 

6 5 

15 

236 

0 

60 

233 

3 16 

>1 

English  f Ny  ) Stau- 

crowiisj^  j dard. 

} 

i 

92  15 

20  10  30 

248 

o 

D 

32 

246 

1 37 

German  do.  wo.  dwt.  x.  ... 

95 

9 

21 

16  28 

88 

5 

18  7 

21 

2.36 

3 

1 

234 

1 51 

» > 

Piastres,  wo.  oz.  iiij,  dwt. 

VI  j 

60  16 

5 

3 

29 

53  12 

1 14 

22 

143 

0 73 

141 

3 1 

New  Bombay  rups.  br.  dwt. 

>:vj 

107 

4 

3 

9 

7 

• » • 

268 

0 

62 

265 

1 90 

) ) 

Surat  do.  br,  dwt.  xj. 

101 

19 

2 

7 

21 

97 

14 

22  18 

14 

262 

0 

46 

259 

1 98 

Bomba}^  and  Surat  rupees  weigh  each  dwt.  vij.gr.  xj. 

Note~Z7  parts  make  1 mite,  20  mites  ] grain,  24  grains  1 pennyweight,  20  pennyweights  1 ounce, 
12  ounces  I pound  troy.  i i , 

N ,B. — In  calculating  the  par  between  the  above  different  species  of  silver  please  to  observe  that 
I in  the  two  standard  columns  you  are  to  suppose  the  oz.  dwts.  grs.  to  be  Ls.  sh.  and  half  pence  sterlg. 
I {e.g.)  Bombay  rupee  is  7£.  4s.  IM.  better  than  sterlg.  and  per  cent. 


Bombay  Government  Consultation,  23rd  December  1738  : The 
species  of  foreign  silver  chiefly  brought  into  our  mint  for  the  Honour- 
> able  Company  are  Mexico  and  pillar  dollars,  the  quantity  of  other 
) sorts  being  very  inconsiderable ; and  of  these  only  we  perceive  assays 
; have  been  made  at  the  Tower.  The  Mexico  is  there  said  to  come  out 
I by  four  trials  of  different  sorts  in  an  average  2-625  mites  worse  than 


J ^ Bom.Gov.  Consultation  17th  Feb.  1738,  Public  Diary  11  of  1737-38,  49.  The 
hieroglyphics  used  in  this  statement  relate  to  the  old  system  of  assaying  metals.  This 
system  was  based  on  tables  compiled  by  the  great  Sir  Isaac  Newton  in  1717.  Newton’s 
system  continued  in  use  as  late  as  1816,  when  the  arrangement  now  in  vogue  in  all  British 
mints  was  introduced,  _ The  tables  under  Newton’s  plan  consisted  of  the  standard  better 
and  worse  than  the  British  standaixl.  Better  was  written  B.  or  hr.  and  worse  was  written 
' \y.  or  wo.  and  standard  fully.  Ob.  stood  for  obsolete  and  j,  for  the  Koman  numeral  one 
(i).  Dwt.  means  pennyweight.  The  silver  weight  was  the  ordinary  troy-weif^ht.  Dr 
Gerson  Da  Cunha. 
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standard^  and  the  Pillar^  dated  in  the  year  1728^  is  found  to  he  exactly 
English  standard,  and  that  dated  in  1729  a i dwfc.  better  than  standard 
English.^ 

Court  to  Bombay,  5th  February  1741  : For  our  satisfaction  the 
assay  master  must  report  to  you  in  writing  that  he  hath  duly  assayed 
every  parcel  of  rupees  and  acquaint  you  whether  or  not  they  come  up 
to  the  standard  in  fineness  and  weight.  He  must  enter  the  same  upon 
Consultation,  and,  as  is  the  custom  at  Fort  St.  George,  one  of  the 
Council  must  draw  five  rupees  promiscuously  out  of  each  month's 
coinage,  and  seal  them  up  immediately  with  his  own  seal,  which  must 
be  transmitted  to  us  in  the  packet.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  7th  February  1741 : The  present 
local  scarcity  of  copper  having  induced  the  people  from  the  neighbour- 
ing countries  to  convey  away  the  pice  made  of  that  metal,  it  is 
proposed  to  coin  a parcel  of  tutenague  pice  to  be  of  such  a weight  as 
to  reserve  a profit  to  our  Honourable  Masters  of  20  per  cent.  This  is 
agreed  to  and  ordered  that  the  mint  master  do  out  of  hand  coin  to  the 
amount  of  Ps.  2000.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  12th  June  1741  : In  consequence 
of  the  above  order  passed  for  coining  tutenague  pice  the  7th  February 
last  1741  the  President  had  purchased  from  Pupji  Dhanji  Surat 
mans  227  and  sers  26  at  Rs.  7-J  the  man,  which  amounted  to 
Rs.  1707-1-88  and  qu’oduced  Rs.  2207-2-0  ; and  from  the  same  j^erson 
another  parcel  of  500  at  Rs.  6-2-50  the  man.  But  as  these  were  not 
sufficient  for  the  current  service  of  the  place  he  had  procured  a further 
quantity  of  500  Surat  mans  at  the  like  rate  from  Kharsedji,  which 
being  the  cheapest  rates  that  commodity  could  be  purchased  upon, 
the  Board  approves  thereof.  The  account  produce  of  the  two  last 
parcels  cannot  be  ascertained  as  the  mint  people  have  not  as  yet  coined 
the  same.^ 

Court  to  Bombay,  11th  March  1742  : In  case  the  inhabitants  are 
thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  tutenague  pice  coined  (1741)  on  a 
scarcity  of  that  specie,  it  is  well ; otherwise  remove  all  uneasiness  by 
calling  them  in.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  30th  July  1741  : Considering 
the  means  of  disposal  of  the  copper  goz  consigned  on  the  Pembroke, 
it  is  observed  that  at  the  time  we  wrote  for  this  article,  the  island  was 
destitute  of  a sufficiency  of  small  coin  for  the  currency  and  ease  of 
the  poorer  sort  of  people.  Though  this  has  since  been  remedied  by  the 
expedient  of  coining  tutenague  into  pice,  which  is  found  to  answer 
tolerably,  and  were  we  even  to  appropriate  the  goz  to  the  purpose  we 
originally  intended  them,  they  would,  it  is  apprehended,  be  soon  con- 
veyed away,  copper  being  now  somewhat  in  demand.  It  is  therefore 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  23rd  Dec.  1738,  Pub.  Diary  11  of  1737-38,  354, 

- Court  to  Bombay  5tli  Feb.  1741  para  105,  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1,  1715-1721, 
159.  3 Pub.  Diary  14  of  1740-41,  68. 

Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  12tli  June  1741, ‘Pub.  Diary  14  of  1740-41,  224-225. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  11th  Mar.  1742  para  76,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Let,  Vol.  3 of  1742- 
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agreed  that  we  dispose  of  them  at  public  auction  on  Friday  seven- 
night.^ 


Bombay  Government  Diary^  4th  February  1742  ; As  the  gentlemen 
at  Tellicherry  have  requested  a supply  of  copper  pice,  the  Board 
esteem  it  proper  to  reserve  about  800  Surat  mam  to  comply  with 
the  Tellicherry  request  as  well  as  to  meet  the  other  services  at  this 
place.^ 


Bombay  Government  Consultation,  22nd  February  1742  : In  our 
Consultation  of  the  4th  instant  (February  1742)  a quantity  of  eoi^per 
was  reserved  for  coining  into  pice  for  the  service  of  this  place  and 
Tellicherry.  The  mint  people  have  coined  a pice  of  the  size  and 
weight  of  pennywLUghts  4 and  grains  2^-%  each  pice.  According  to  this 
computation  allowing  for  charges  2,  man  of  copper  will  produce  *. 


2900  pice  of  pennyweights  4 and  grains 
each,  that  is  at  80  pice  to  the  rupee 
Dedioct : 

(1)  Labour 

(2)  Loss  in  burning 

(3)  Charcoal,  higdri  hire,  and  stamping 

(4)  Mint  undertakers 


...  36  1 0 

...3  10 
...10  0 
...10  0 
...0  2 0 


Rs,  q.  r. 


Total  charges  ...  5 3 0 
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Produces  clear  ...  30  2 0 

This  compared  with  the  price  which  the  article  of  copper  now  bears, 
leaves  a gain  of  26|  per  cent  to  our  Honourable  Masters.  It  is 
therefore  directed  the  parcel  be  out  of  hand  coined  according  to  the 
above  calculate.^ 


The  Surat  Factory  Diary  of  1742  contains  the  following  account 
of  the  net  produce  of  100  ounces  of  the  following  species  of  silver  in 
Bombay  Mint  ^ : 


Nova  or  old  Mexico  dollars  dated  to  the  year  1726,  Rs- 
100  ounces  now  produces  clear  of  mint  charges  . 244 
Ditto  or  new  Mexico  dollars  dated  since  that  year, 
ditto  ...  _ ...  ...  ...  243 

Tamulia  or  old  Pillar  dollars  dated  to  the  year 
1728,  ditto  ...  ...  ...  ...  247 

Ditto  or  new  Pillar  dollars  dated  since  that  year, 
ditto  ...  ...  ...  ...  244 

German  crowns,  ditto  ...  ...  ...  232 

Marchanor  duccatoons,  ditto  ...  ...  249 

Yaggia  or  Lyon  dollars,  ditto  ...  ...  195 

Zellottas,  ditto  ...  ...  ...  Ill 


q.  r. 

3 16 

2 28 
1 39 

1 39 

2 41 
2 26 
1 41 
0 0 


Bombay  Government  Consultation,  10th  Ylay  1742  : There  beino* 
a want  of  pice  for  the  use  of  the  island  and  a quantity  of  tutenao'ue 
remaining  in  warehouse,  directed  it  be  delivered  for  that  purpose  to 
be  coined.^ 


Tutenague  Pice, 
1742. 


1 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  30th  July  1741,  Pub.  Diary  14  of  1740-41,  274. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Diary  4th  Feh.  1742,  Pub.  Diary  15  of  1741-42,  75. 

3 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  22nd  Fob.  1742,  Pub.  Diary  15  of  1741-42,  112-113. 

’ Surat  Fact.  Diary  Mar.  1742  Vol.  5 of  1740  - 1742,  14.5.  Forrest’s  Home  Series  T,  27L 
= Eom.  Gov.  Consultation  lOtb  May  1742,  Pub.  Diary  15  of  1741-42,  243.  ’ 
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Bombay  Government  Consultation,  21st  January  1743  : Great 
quantities  of  pice  of  much  less  value  than  our  own  being*  brought 
from  the  Maratha  dominions,  by  passing  in  payments  on  this  island 
prejudice  the  Honourable  Company,  since  but  for  them  a larger 
quantity  yielding  profit  of  about  30  per  cent  would  have  been  coined. 
As  to  directly  prohibit  the  importation  of  these  pices  may  give  disgust  to 
our  neighbours,  it  is  proposed  that  no  pice  but  those  coined  in  our  mint 
be  received  into  the  treasury.  This  proposition  as  it  is  calculated  to  have 
the  desired  effect,  is  agreed  to.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  11th  February  1743:  The 
resolution  we  came  to  in  Consultation  the  21st  ultimo  (January  1743) 
for  preventing  the  currency  of  all  such  pice  as  were  not  coined  by  the 
Honourable  Company,  has  had  the  intended  effect.  But  as  some 
merchants  have  quantities  of  foreign  tutenague  pice  which  will  not 
pass  now,  they  propose  re-coining  them  if  attended  vuth  no  more 
expense  than  mint  charges.  This  request,  as  the  duty  of  coinage  Avill 
be  inconsiderable,  is  granted.” 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  26th  February  1743  : Directed 
a purchase  be  made  of  500  mans  tutenague  for  coining  into  pice, 
they  being  much  wanted  at  present.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  8th  March  1743  : In  the  above 
Consultation  of  the  26th  ultimo  (February  1743)  a purchase  was 
ordered  to  be  made  of  500  mans  tutenague  for  coining  into  pice, 
and  R%hoji  a Banian  having  offered  that  quantity  at  the  price  it  had 
lately  been  sold  for  of  Bs.  8|  the  man^  it  is  agreed  that  it  be  accepted 
and  that  the  amount  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  for  it  at  that  rate.'^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  23rd  April  1745:  Upon  inspect- 
ing the  mint  it  is  found  necessary  in  order  to  make  a better  despatch 
that  another  part  of  it  be  covered  and  more  chimneys  added.  Further 
as  part  of  the  old  roof  is  so  low  that  it  often  takes  fire,  it  is  con- 
venient that  it  be  raised  and  a new  roof  made  upon  the  old  wall  and 
compound  wall.  This  is  agreed  to  and  the  land  paymaster  directed  to 
give  orders  that  the  necessary  additions  and  repairs  be  made  with  the 
utmost  frugality.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  23rd  February  1748:  It  being 
found  that  a considerable  quantity  of  false  tutenague  pice  made  on  this 
island  are  daily  passed  in  payment  to  the  prejudice  of  the  inhabitants 
particularly  of  the  poorest  sort,  it  is  resolved  that  a publication  be  made 
requiring  all  persons  who  may  be  possessed  of  such  pice  to  bring  them 
to  the  Honourable  Company’s  mint  within  fifteen  days.  At  the  mint 
they  will  be  taken  on  the  Honourable  Company's  account  according  to 
the  value  of  the  metal  and  be  paid  for  out  of  the  treasury  accordingly. 
Further,  after  the  expiration  of  those  fifteen  days,  if  any  person  or 


* Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  21st  Jan.  1743,  Pub.  Diary  16  of  1743,  19. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  11th  Feb.  1743,  Pub.  Diary  16  of  1743,  35. 
Bom.  Gov.  Diary  26tli  Feb.  1743,  Pub.  Diary  16  of  1743,  57. 

Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  8th  Mar.  1743,  Pub,  Diary  16  of  1743,  G8. 

® Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  23rd  April  1745,  Pub.  Diary  18  of  1714-15^  152. 
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persons  shall  attempt  to  pass  such  false  pice  in  payment  or  be  found 
possessed  of  any  such,  the  same  will  be  forfeited,  half  to  the  informer 
and  the  other  half  as  this  Board  shall  think  reasonable^ 

The  same  Consultation  continues : It  being  considered  on  this  oc- 
casion that  pice  made  of  copper  from  a good  die  which  can  be  cut  in 
a neat  manner  by  a European  here,  would  be  less  liable  to  counter- 
feit by  these  country  people  than  the  pice  that  have  heretofore  been 
coined  on  this  island,  it  is  agreed  that  220  Surat  mnjzs  of  the  old  copper 
received  by  the  Drake  ketch  be  delivered  to  the  mint  for  being  coined 
into  pice  valuing  it  at  Rs.  28-1-64  the  Surat  man.  This  exclusive 
of  the  charge  of  coinage  will  yield  a profit  of  26*136  per  cent  to  the 
Honourable  Company  as  appears  by  the  following  calculation  : 

The  net  produce  of  a Surat  man  of  Persia  old  copper 
coined  in  pice  of  20  vdls  or  pennyweights  3 and  grains 
17-95,  allowing  the  Bombay  tola  to  be  dwt.  7 and 
grains  10-19,  lbs.  37*333  avoirdupois  are  pounds 
troy  of  oz.  14  dwt.  11  and  grains  15*5  each,  lbs.  45  oz.  4 
dwt.  8 and  grs.  2-66,  or,  at  vdls  1571*2  the  pound, 
vdls  58658"!,  are  pice,  of  20  vdls  each,  2932-9,  at  80  rs.  q.  r, 

j pice  the  rupee  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 64 

Deduct  Mint  Charges : 

Loss  in  melting  sers  3*33  the  ma?i  and  valuing  the  r,s.  q.  r. 

copper  at  Rs.  24  the  maJt  ...  ...  1 2 25 

Charcoal,  melting  and  stamping  ...  1 3 75 

I The  people’s  labour  ...  ...  ...  4 3 0 

Total  Charges  ...  8 1 0 

Produces  clear  ...  28  1 64 

As  old  copper  is  sold  by  the  man  of  42  sers^  the  mint  managers 
: expect  the  same  allowance  for  dirt  and  iron  usually  mixed  with  the 
I pots.  The  present  price  of  copper  is  Rs.  22  ; so  that  the  Honourable 
I Company  will  gain  by  this  coinage  29*136  per  cent.^ 

^ Bombay  Government  Consultation,  19th  April  1748  : As  the  Honour- 
I able  Company  have  lately  been  sufferers  in  the  custom  house  at  Mahim 
i by  receiving  bad  pice  as  specified  in  the  account  custom  for  the  month 
I of  February  last  (1748)  for  want  of  a shroff  in  that  office,  the  custom 
I master  is  ordered  to  entertain  a proper  person  for  that  business  at  the 
j rate  of  Rs.  6 a month.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  25th  March  1748  : Seeing 
1 that  the  present  undertakers  of  the  mint  continue  their  base  practice 
! of  having  a large  sum  constantly  in  the  sweeps  to  the  Honourable  Com- 
j pany^s  detriment,  and  as  from  indolence  or  incapacity  they  are  not  able 
• to  coin  the  silver  brought  hither  unless  assisted  from  the  treasury  or 
’ by  merchants  with  large  transfer  bills,  it  is  therefore  proposed  to  give 
; the  management  to  Ranchhodset  Lakhmanset,  Raghuset  Bhimset,  and 
E Ranchhodset  Trimbakset  of  fair  characters  and  capable  of  the  business, 
i who  have  also  a set  of  able  assistants.  But  as  neither  these  nor  any  other 
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; [ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  23rd  Feb.  1748,  Pub.  Diary  21  of  1748,  69. 

' “ Mr.  Lawrence  Sulivan  Mint  Master’s  Report  and  Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  23rd 
( Fob.  1748,  Pub.  Diary  21  of  1748,  69-70. 

‘ ^ Rom.  Gov.  Diary  lOtli  Ajn-ll  1748,  Pub.  Diary  21  of  1748,  134. 
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goldsmiths  in  Bombay  can  give  the  necessary  security,  the  following 
regulations  will  obviate  the  difficulty  by  leaving  them  no  power  to 
defraud  the  Honourable  Company  or  the  merchants  : The  mint  master 
to  have  an  Englishman  as  his  deputy  Avho  will  be  constantly  in  the 
mint  when  no  silver  can  be  carried  in  or  out  without  his  knowledge  ; 
this  person  to  be  paid  by  the  President  and  mint  master.  The 
mint  to  be  secured  with  locks.  One  key  to  be  kept  by  the  managers 
the  other  by  the  mint  master ; and  never  to  be  opened  or  shut 
but  he  or  his  deputy  are  present.  All  bullion  to  be  carried  every 
evening  from  the  mint  to  the  Fort  and  deposited  in  a chest  under 
the  joint  charge  of  the  mint  master  and  managers.  The  dies  in  like 
manner  to  be  carried  thitheL*  every  night.  All  receipts  of  silver  into 
the  mint  and  payments  from  thence  to  be  reported  as  usual  to  the 
mint  master  and  also  undersigned  by  his  deputy.  That  the  rupees  may 
be  kept  up  to  their  one  fineness,  it  will  be  the  mint  master^ s care 
that  the  rupees  are  frequently  assayed.  As  these  methods  duly 
observed  will  certainly  prevent  embezzlements,  which  answer  the 
intent  of  any  security  that  can  be  given,  the  Board  unanimously 
agrees  thereto.  The  new  undertakers  being  accordingly  called  in, 
were  made  acquainted  therewith ; who  assenting  to  the  same,  the  terms 
of  the  contract  to  be  entered  into  with  them  were  explained  to  them  as 
follows.  That  the  following  rates  of  silver  contained  in  Consultation 
the  26th  June  172d  be  allowed  : 


100  ozs. 

troy  weiokt  of  Pillar  dollars,  old  ... 

Rs. 

248 

q. 

0 

r. 

18 

100 

do. 

Mexico  old 

245 

3 

32  i 

100 

do. 

Duccatooiis 

250 

3 

0 

100 

do. 

French  crowns 

245 

1 

11 

100 

do. 

Old  Seville  dollars 

249 

0 

61 

100 

do. 

Crusadoes 

244 

0 

68 

]00 

do. 

Peru 

230 

1 

31 

100 

do. 

Lyon  dollars 

198 

0 86 

100 

do. 

German  crowns 

232 

2 

17 

All  other  sorts  of  silver  to  be  adjusted  agreeable  to  their  real  value. 
That  they  have  always  in  store  wood,  ashes,  charcoal,  tamarind,  earthen 
utensils  sufficient  to  dispatch  the  coinage  of  12  lakhs  of  rupees ; and 
if  the  mint  business  stops  for  want  of  any  of  these  articles,  they  shall 
forfeit  such  a sum  as  the  Governor  and  Council  shall  direct,  provided 
they  are  not  impeded  by  war  or  other  unavoidable  accidents  in  the 
inq3ortation.  The  rupee  to  be  an  exact  tola  in  weight  or  dwt.  7 and 
grains  11  and  in  fineness  14 J dwt.  better  than  English  standard. 
As  the  mint  master  can  employ  . . . workmen,  the  undertakers  shall 
procure  and  be  assisted  to  procure  this  number.  When  completed  the 
undertakers  shall  be  obliged  to  keep  the  workmen  in  constant  pay 
and  shall  not  discharge  them.  If  they  are  proved  to  discharge  work- 
men the  undertakers  shall  be  subject  to  such  penalty  as  the  Governor 
and  Council  may  judge  necessary  to  inflict.  Unless  prevented  by 
sickness  the  managers  and  their  assistants  be  obliged  to  give  constant 
attendance  in  the  mint  during  the  time  that  silver  dwells  there,  or 
forfeit  their  contract.  That  there  may  be  no  sweeps  in  the  mint,  the 
managers  shall  upon  the  first  coinage  deliver  in  a calculate  of  what 
they  find  will  remain  in  a lakh  of  rupees  or  a less  sum.  if  on  trial 
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this  calculate  is  found  just  they  shall  agree  to  a time  for  payment,  and 
if  the  managers  exceed  this  time,  interest  must  be  allowed  by  them.  So 
long  as  these  undertakers  observe  the  terms  of  their  contract,  the  Gov- 
ernment and  Council  engag*e  that  the  management  be  continued  to 
them  or  either  of  them.  As  there  will  be  no  sweeps  and  as  the  under- 
takers will  be  obliged  to  keep  a number  of  workmen  in  pay,  the  Honour- 
able Comj)any  agree  to  allow  them  to  have  lead  from  their  stores  at  the 
same  rate  as  the  former  mint  undertakers,  which  is  Ls.  6 the  palm 
marij  the  undertakers,  after  the  first  coinage,  delivering  a calculate  of 
what  lead  a lakh  of  rupees  may  require.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  13th  June  1749  : There  being 
a scarcity  of  single  pice  upon  the  island  and  the  Honourable  Company 
having  about  75  Surat  mans  of  copper  in  warehouse,  it  is  ag-reed 

i that  the  same  be  coined  into  pice  as  soon  as  possible,  and  valued  at 

I the  rate  of  Bs.  26  the  Surat  man  exclusive  of  mint  charges ; and 
! the  warehouse-keeper  is  directed  to  deliver  the  copper  into  the  mint 
1 accordingly,^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  26th  March  1751  : Being  in 
' want  of  gold  to  send  to  Karwar  to  pay  for  the  pepper  contracted  for 
\ at  that  place  it  is  agreed  that  a letter  be  written  to  the  Chief  and 

I Factors  at  Surat  directing  them  to  purchase  from  10,000  to  15,000 

j Venetians  on  the  most  reasonable  terms  they  can  and  to  send  them 
I down  hither  by  the  first  proper  conveyance.^ 

' Bef erring  to  the  above  a Consultation,  the  5th  April  1751,  records  : 

' The  Chief  and  Factors  at  Surat  could  not  purchase  any  quantity  of 
Venetians  to  send  down  by  these  vessels  at  a reasonable  rate,  as  since 
I the  arrival  of  our  orders  for  providing  them  the  price  of  Venetians  has 
i risen  from  Bs.  to  Bs.  4y^^.  At  the  same  time  by  purchasing  them 
in  small  parcels  they  hope  to  get  the  whole  quantity  ready  by  the  next 
conveyance.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  29th  October  1751:  The  Pre- 
sident acquaints  the  Board  that  some  people  are  very  desirous  of 
coining  copper  pice  stamping  them  in  our  mint.  As  this  will  in- 
crease the  Honourable  Company's  revenues  and  be  a means  of  raising 
the  price  of  copper  (which  is  now  a falling  commodity),  this  proposal 
is  assented  to.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  19th  February  1754:  Bead 
a letter  from  Mr.  John  Spencer,  mint  master,  setting  forth  that  the 
island  is  in  great  want  of  pice,  but  that  the  present  very  high 
price  of  copper  wmuld  make  them  turn  out  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  Honourable  Company,  were  they  to  be  made  of  that  article. 
That  tutenague  is  now  cheaper  than  it  has  been  for  many  years  past, 
and  that  one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  Surat  mans  will  supply  the 


Chapter  HI. 
Capital. 

Mint 

Management, 

1748. 


Scarcity  of 
Single  Pice, 
1749. 


V eiietians, 

1751. 


Copper  to  be 
Coined, 

1751. 


Scarcity  of  Pice, 
1754. 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  25th  Mar,  1748,  Pub.  Diary  21  of  1748,  109-11  b. 

Diary  2 of  1724,  83. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  13th  June  1749,  Pub.  Diary  22  of  1749,  181. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  26th  Mar.  175i,  Pub.  Diary  24  of  1751,  102. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  5th  April  1751,  Pub.  Diary  24  of  1751,  116-  ^ 

® Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  29th  Oct.  1751,  Pub.  Diary  24  of  1751, 335. 
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necessity  of  the  place.  Eesolved  that  this  quantity  be  purchased 
on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  and  as  we  are  persuaded  it  will  be 
for  the  Honourable  Company’s  advantage  to  make  it  on  their  own 
account  allowing  the  minters  something  for  their  trouble,  directed 
that  orders  be  issued  to  the  mint  master  accordingly.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation^  22nd  February  1754  : Being 
in  want  of  tutenague  for  coining  pice  as  resolved  in  last  Consul- 
tation, and  a parcel  offering  at  Ks.  7f  the  man  the  current  price  in 
the  town,  resolved  to  accept  it.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  2nd  August  1757 : The 
poorer  sort  of  inhabitants  complaining  of  the  want  of  small 
currency,  agreed  that  the  mint  master  be  ordered  to  get  the  value 
of  Rs.  10,000  coined  in  half  and  quarter  pice.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  15th  July  1766:  The  mint 
master  representing  that  the  Hukeri  rupees  cannot  be  coined  into 
rupees  but  must  be  coined  into  Bombay  rupees,  they  are  ordered 
to  be  coined  accordingly.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  30th  July  1765  : The  great 
scarcity  of  silver  which  has  prevailed  for  a considerable  time  on 
the  island  being  attended  with  many  inconveniences  and  proving  a 
very  great  prejudice  to  the  trade  of  the  place,  the  establishing  of  a 
gold  currency  has  been  thought  of.  The  minters  having  delivered 
in  a calculate  of  a gold  currency,  the  same  is  ordered  to  follow 
this  Consultation,  and  to  be  sent  round  to  the  several  members  for 
their  inspection  before  next  meeting.^ 

Minters’  calculate  of  Venetians  to  be  made  into  new  coins  for 
Bombay  currency,  in  fineness  2 m/s  alloy  the  tola  of  Venetian  gold. 
The  Venetians  100  full  weight  at  Rs.  4J  each  is  Rs.  450^  namely : 

Tolds.  Vais, 

Venetians  100  at  12  vdls  each  is  vdls  1200,  at  40  the  tola  is  ... 

Alloy  at  2 the  tola 


/ 

piece  of  gold  is  pieces  118  and  rice  20. 
This  at  Rs.  4 the  piece  is 
Deduct  coinage  charges 

Deduct  coinage  duty  at  per  cent 


Net 


namely : 


Alloy  at  2 vdls  the  tola 


* • ft 

30 

0 

f « • 

1 

20 

31 

20 

10  for  each 

Rs. 

q. 

r. 

472 

2 

0 

10 

3 

85 

461 

2 

15 

11 

2 

15 

450 

0 

0 

is 

Rs, 

, 456- 

Tolas. 

V41s. 

ft  ft  ft 

30 

0 

t » « 

1 

20 

31 

20 

* Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  19th  Feb.  1754,  Pub.  Diary  27  of  1754,  65. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  22nd  Feb.  1754,  Pub.  Diary  27  of  1754,  70-71. 
^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  2nd  Aug.  1757,  Pub.  Diary  30  of  1757,  289. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Diary  15th  July  1766,  Pub.  Diary  46  of  1766,  428. 

* Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  SOtli  July  1765,  Pub.  Diary  45  of  1765,  47S. 
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This  at  40  vdls  the  tola  is  1260,  at  vdU  10  and  rice  7f 
(so  called)  on  each  piece  is  pieces  110  and  rice  123f  at  Rs* 
Rs.  4 the  piece 
Deduct  coinage  charges 


r. 


• • • 


479 

11 


q. 

0 55 
0 7o 


Deduct  coinage  duty  at  2^  per  cent 


467 

11 


3 80 
2 80 


Net  ...  456  1 0 

The  Venetians  100  full  weight  at  Rs.  4-2-50  each  is 

Rs.  462-2-0,  namely  : Toifa.v.<is,. 

Venetians  100  at  12  vdh  each  is  1200,  at  40  vdls  the  tola...  30  0 
Alloy  at  2 ticUs  the  tola  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

31  20 

This  at  40  the  tola  is  1 260,  at  mZs  10  rice  6|  the  piece  rs.  q.  r. 

is  121  pieces  and  rice  84^  which  at  Rs.  4 the  piece  is  ...  486  0 67 

Deduct  coinage  charges  ...  ...  ...  ...  ll  3 24 


Deduct  coinage  duty  at  2|  per  cent 


Net 


474  1 43 
11  3 43 


462  2 0 


The  minters  note  the  following  additional  points.  The  fineness 
of  a Bombay  gold  rupee  which  weighs  1 tola  gold  contains  : pure 
gold,  parts  98;  alloy,  parts  2 ; total  100.  The  above  mentioned 
intended  coins  of  gold  are  above  three  touches  worse  than  the 
fineness  of  Bombay  gold  rupees  and  therefore  have  five  touch  alloy 
in  100.  The  Venetians  must  be  heated  before  they  are  weighed  to 
clear  them  from  wax  and  dirt.  As  the  making  this  intended  com 
is  a new  trial,  we  desire  you  will  please  order  to  be  delivered  to  us 
300  Venetians  to  know  whether  it  will  turn  agreeable  to  the  above 
calculation  or  not,  also  to  fix  the  weight  of  each  piece.  That  you 
will  inform  us  in  what  manner  they  are  to  be  stamped.  If  the 
above  calculation  is  not  approved,  we  ofier  to  make  a gold  coin 
that  shall  pass  current  for  Rs.  15  and  weigh  38  mis  pure  gold,  so 
that  for  100  Venetians  full  weight  (after  having  been  heat^ed)  we 
shall  deliver  30  gold  coins  amounting  to  Rs.  450,  and  stand  to  all 
our  own  charges  and  coinage  duty.  We  also  propose  to  make 
halves  and  quarters  for  the  greater  conveniency  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  place. 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  31st  July  1765 : Agreeable 
to  yesterday’s  resolution  of  Council  the  calculate  of  gold  coins  was 
sent  round  to  the  several  members  for  their  inspection,  when  the 
majority  concurring  in  thinking  it  better  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the 
Mokha  ships,  as  gold  will  probably  then  be  cheaper,  the  same  was 
determined  on.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  5th  November  1765  : Re- 
suming the  consideration  of  the  propriety  of  establishing  a gold 
coin  to  pass  current  on  the  island,  it  is  remarked  that  this  seems 
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^ Bombay  Minters’  Calculate,  1765,  Pub.  Diary  45  of  1765,  483-484. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  31st  July  1765,  Pub.  Diary  46  of  1765,  484, 
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the  proper  juncture  for  carrying  the  same  into  execution  as  gold  is 
now  very  cheap.  Eesolved  therefore  that  a gold  coin  to  contain 
exactly  thirty-eight  vdls  of  pure  Venetian  gold  be  established 
to  pass  current  for  Rs.  1.5.  This  the  mint  master  is  accordingly 
ordered  to  make,  also  halves  and  quarters  of  the  same,  with  the 
Honourable  Company’s  arms  on  one  side  and  Bombay  with  the 
year  on  the  other.  That  trial  of  this  coin  be  made  for  the 
present  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  60,000,  and,  should  it  be  found  to 
answer,  more  may  be  made  hereafter.  As  from  the  present  low 
price  of  gold  the  Honourable  Company  will  gain  considerably  by 
this  coin,  it  must  at  all  times  be  changed  at  the  treasury  whenever 
tendered  for  that  purpose.^ 

This  day  (8th  January  1766)  a publication  wms  issued  signifying 
to  the  inhabitants  the  establishment  of  the  gold  coin  and  enjoinino- 
them  to  receive  the  same  at  Rs.  15  each,  and  halves  and  quarters 
of  the  same.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  28th  April  176  7;  Great  abuses 
havinglatelybeen  experienced,by  the  petty  shroffs  refusingto  receive 
rupees  in  the  bazar,  the  principal  merchants  and  shroffs  were  called 
upon  to  give  their  opinions  what  rupees  should  pass  current.  They 
declared  no  objections  should  be  made  to  any  Bombay  rupees  what- 
ever, whether  cracked,  broken,  chopped,  with  holes  or  otherwise,  pro- 
vided that  each  rupee  was  within  one  gimj  of  full  weight  (lUU 
gunjds  making  a rupee)  ; nor  to  any  Mahmud  Shaw  and  Amud 
Shaw  Surat  rupees,  whether  broad  ones,  cracked,  or  ev^en  chop- 
ped or  with  holes  on  the  rims,  provided  they  are  not  chopped 
or  have  holes  on  the  facing',  and  are  full  weig'ht.  The  Secretary  is 
therefore  directed  to  issue  a publication  requiring  that  all  such 
rupees  as  are  mentioned  above  be  received  and  do  pass  current  at 
the  full  value  of  eighty  pice  the  rupee.^ 

Court  to  Bombay,  25th  April  1771  : The  resolution  you  have 
taken  to  make  the  standard  of  Surat  rupees  the  same  as  the  standard 
of  those  coined  at  Bombay,  appears  to  us  a very  proper  measure. 
This  may  tend  to  put  a stop  to  the  currency  of  Broach  rupees, 
the  continuance  of  which  will  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  interest 
of  the  Company  as  well  as  to  that  of  private  merchants.  We  hope 
your  next  advices  will  inform  us  that  the  state  of  your  cash  has 
enabled  you  to  carry  that  measure  into  execution.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  17th  August  1770:  Taking 
into  consideration  the  proposals  from  the  Chief  and  Council'at  Surat 
relative  to  the  produce  of  the  mint  there,  it  is  observed  that  the 
same  exceeds  that  of  the  mint  here,  notwithstanding  which,  as  the 
agreeing  to  it  seems  to  be  a case  of  necessity,  we  must  acquiesce, 
though  even  this  will  not  remedy  the  evil,  there  being  a mint  at 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  5tli  Nov.  1765,  Pub.  Diary  45  of  1765  707. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Diary  8th  Jan.  1766,  Pub.  Diary  46  of  1766,  25.  ^ 

3 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  28th  April  1767,  Pub.  Diary  48  of  1767  293 

'69^17Dr25^7''-”25f  1771  para  44,  Pub.  Dcp.  Court’s ’Letters  Vol.  8 of 
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Poona  where  the  rupee  is  of  so  base  a coinage  as  to  make  the  German 
w'owns  turn  out  Rs.  2124  per  100,  while  ours  here  turn  out  only 
Rs.  204-2-93  to  Company’s  servants  and  Rs.  202-2-63  to  private 
persons,  which  of  cour.5e  induces  the  proprietors  of  silver  to  export 
rather  than  coin  it.  Resolved  therefore  in  order  effectually  to  stop 
this  growing  evil  so  prejudicial  to  the  trade  of  this  place  as  well  as  to 
that  ot  Surat,  that  an  export  duty  of  three  per  cent  be  laid  on  all 
unwrought  silver  and  silver  foreign  coins  exported  from  hence  or 
burat,  e.xcept  to  Batavia  China  or  other  Presidencies  ; and  should 

any  be  found  going  off  clandestinely,  the  same  to  be  confiscated,  of 
which  public  notice  must  be  given. ^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation^  25tli  April  1775:  Bead  a 
petition  from  the  shroffs  on  the  island  representing  it  as  a oTeat 
hardship  as  well  as  an  impediment  to  trade,  their  being  obligS  to 
pay  a duty  of  three  per  cent  on  the  exportation  of  silver  and  of  silver 
foreign  coins.  It  appears  by  our  records  that  this  duty  was  resolved 
on  ^^^Br  the  17th  August  1770.  But  as  it  is  represented  to  be  too 
hard  for  the  merchants,  in  which  opinion  we  concur,  it  is  therefore 
resolved  that  no  duty  be  collected  from  henceforward  on  any 
silvei  or  silver  coins  exported  from  hence  to  the  north w^ard, 
ft  IS  at  the  same  time  ordered  that  a duty  of  three  per  cent  be 
collected  on  all  silver  and  silver  coins  exported  from  hence  to  the 
I coast  of  Malabar,  Batavia,  China,  or  to  the  other  Presidencies.” 

j Bombay  Government  Consultation,  9th  September  1778 : The 
humble  petition  of  the  undersubscribed  merchants  of  Bombay, 
dated  Bombay  4th  September  1778,  most  humbly  showeth ; That 
your  Honour’s  petitioners  with  due  respect  and  submission  beg  leave 
to  represent  to  you  the  hardness  of  their  situation  in  being  oblicred 
to  pay  a duty  of  three  per  cent  on  all  silver  coins  exported  from 
this  settlement  to  the  southward.  This  silver  in  general  is  the  pro- 
duce of  goods  on  which  a custom  of  6i  per  cent  has  been  already 
collected,  or  it  is  meant  to  purchase  merchandise  which  wdll  pay 
this  duty  hereafter.  Your  petitioners  trust  that  your  Honour 
will  deem  bj  per  cent  as  much  as  trade  can  possibly  bear  at  the 
very  low  ebb  it  is  at  present,  and  that  near  10  per  cent  which  this 
additional  duty  (3  per  cent)  brings  it  to,  is  more  than  any  trade 
can  support  even  when  the  markets  are  far  more  advantageous 
j Your  petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  pray  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  take  their  case  into  consideration.  For  the  fore- 
j going  reasons  they  take  the  liberty  to  address  your  Honourable 
J Board  and  flatter  themselves  from  your  Honour's  known  readi- 
ness ever  to  afford  the  merchants  trading  under  your  protection 
, all  reasonable  encouragement,  that  you  will  direct  this  duty  of 
cent  on  the  exportation  of  silver  to  be  discontinued  in 
i future ; and  that  you  will  further  be  so  good  as  to  direct  the 
i custom  master  not  to  persist  in  levying  some  demands  he  now  has 
t on  your  petitioners  on  this  account.^ 
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' o Consultation  17th  Aug,  1770,  Pub.  Diary  56  of  1770  449 

7 ^ Diary  67  of  1775,  355.  Comp,  of  Standing  Orel.  Vol.  2 of^l76Q  17SS 
‘ = Pub.  Diary  74  of  1778,  C71  -073.  Forrest’s  Horfie  bei-ies  11:224.  ' 
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Read  the  above  petition  from  sundry  merchants  praying  thattl 
the  export  duty  on  silver  may  be  taken  off.  Though  we  admit  the  \ 
merchants  do  suffer  some  hardship  in  paying  the  duty  on  their r 
exports  to  the  Malabar  coast,  yet  as  we  can  find  no  remedy  which i 
will  not  admit  of  abuse,  as  under  cover  of  exporting  money  to  the? 
coast  it  might  be  carried  to  China  and  Batavia  from  whence  it  never  r| 
returns^  it  is  therefore  resolved  that  the  duty  be  continued  as  at  [ 
present.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  15th  March  1771  : Taking  into»[ 
consideration  our  present  great  want  of  sj)eeie,  and  observing  that  the ' : 
vast  expense  of  the  new  fortifications  carries  away  almost  all  the  money, 
we  can  raise,  and  that  there  are  now  employed  thereon  full  five  thousand  1 
men,  it  is  agreed  there  be  in  future  employed  no  more  than  2500  men.  f 
These  the  Principal  Engineer  must  be  directed  to  employ  on  such  works  5 1 
as  are  most  immediately  necessary.^  I 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  19th  March  1771 : Letter  from  1 1 
the  Princij)al  Engineer  to  the  President  and  Council,  dated  Bombay  • | 
]9th  March  1771.  The  number  to  be  discharged  agreeable  to  your  19 
orders  is  two  thousand  and  twenty-eight  men;  their  monthly  pay 4 
amounts  to  Rs.  10,878-0-50.  I have  called  together  the  principal  li 
officers  of  the  artificers  and  labourers,  and  have  got  them  to  agree  tod 
receive  for  the  ensuing  six  months  a paper  currency  equal  to  the  above 
amount,  provided  that  three-fourths  of  the  said  jiaper  currency  shall  at.i 
all  times  be  received  into  the  Honourable  Company's  treasury  at  interest : ^ 
the  same  as  cash.^ 

Read  the  above  letter  from  the  Principal  Engineer  addressed  to  us  inij 
consequence  of  our  resolution  last  council-day  for  reducing  the  number  ri 
of  workmen  employed,  and  proposing  a means  for  continuing  them  hy,i 
passing  a paper  currency.  On  which  it  is  observed  that  it  was  not  the  \ 
mere  pay  of  the  workmen  that  caused  us  to  reduce  them,  but  as  it  was 
the  occasion  of  a great  reduction  of  expense  in  materials  likewise.  < 
As  in  this  respect  a paper  currency  will  be  attended  with  great  incon-  -i 
venience,  it  is  agreed  to  confirm  our  former  resolution,  except  in  : 
regard  to  the  women  and  boys  at  present  employed  to  the  number  of'i 
about  400,  which  are  represented  to  be  attended  with  a small  expense. 
The  Principal  Engineer  is  therefore  permitted  to  retain  them,  and  as^l 
we  esteem  this  a most  favourable  opportunity  for  reducing  the  pay  of ' 
those  who  are  still  to  be  employed,  the  paymaster  is  directed  to  use^ 
every  means  in  his  power  to  effect  it.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  15th  March  1771  : As  the  gentle-  - 
men  at  Surat  represent  that  the  chief  reason  of  the  scarcity  of  specie 
there  is  owing  to  their  mint  having  for  some  time  been  shut  up,  and  that  . 
the  scarcity  of  specie  is  the  reason  of  the  inability  of  merchants  to  lend  . 
the  money  we  wanted  and  directed  them  to  procure  at  interest.  Further 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  9tli  Sept.  1778,  Pub.  Diary  74  of  1778,  667.  Forrest’s 
Home  Series,  II.  223. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  15tli  Mar.  1771,  Pub.  Diary  57  of  1771,  171  - 172. 

^ Pub.  Diary  57  of  1771,  195. 

* Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  19th  Mar.  1771,  Pub,  Diary  57  of  1771,  181  - 182. 
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we  wish  to  obviate  the  difficulties  which  have  occasioned  the  Surat 
mint  to  be  disused,  and  in  order  that  every  measure  in  our  power  may 
be  pursued  to  endeavour  to  procure  money  at  interest,  it  is  resolved 
Messis.  Jeivis,  Stackhouse,  and  Tayler  be  ap23ointed  a committee  to 
enquire  into  the  state  of  the  Surat  mint  and  how  it  arises  that  Broach 
rupees  are  better  than  those  of  Surat,  which  the  Chief  and  Council 
represent  to  be  actually  the  cased 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  19th  March  1771:  Read  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  Surat 
mint,  and  how  it  arose  that  Broach  rupees  were  now  preferable  to  those 
of  Surat.  On  consideration  of  this  report  and  of  the  assay  of  Surat  and 
Broach  rupees  delivered  in  by  the  committee,  and  of  the  several  direc- 
tions which  have  been  from  time  to  time  given,  it  is  agreed  that  the 
committee's  recommendation  that  the  Surat  mint  be  oj)ened  agreeable 
to  the  last  terms  proposed  by  the  Nabob  in  his  conference  with  Messrs 
^mbierand  Perrott  under  the  5th  October  last  (1770)  be  now  carried 
into  execution.  In  this  case  we  expect  the  standard  of  the  Surat  rupees 
will  be  equal  to  the  Bombay.  This  is  what  we  meant  in  our  letter  of  the 
20th  October  last  (1770)  by  adding  ffin  other  respects  in  like  manner 
as  practised  here.'  'f  hough  we  agree  the  Broach  rupees  be  received  into 
the  Surat  treasury  for  the  present,  yet  as  soon  as  a sufficient  quantity 
of  Suiat  iuj)ees  are  coined  on  the  present  standard,  Broach  rupees  are 
then  no  longer  to  be  permitted  to  pass  current.  But  we  are  of  opinion 
discount  or  uatav  should  be  settled  on  the  Broach  rupees  which  we 
leave  to  the  discretion  of  the  Chief  and  Council  (at  Surat)  to  do  in  the 
most  equitable  manner.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  6th  October  1772 : Read  a letter 
from  the  military  paymaster  with  respect  to  the  exchange  on  pice 
which  is  daily  rising,  enclosing  one  to  him  from  the  Brigadier  General 
on  the  subject,  and  requesting  the  directions  of  the  Board  on  this  head 
As  by  a publication  in  the  year  1757  the  exchange  of  silver  into  pice 
and  vice  versa  was  limited  to  half  a pice  the  rupee,  and  as  this  if  duly 
observed  will  effectually  put  a stop  to  the  evil  complained  of  it  is 
resolved  that  ^ the  publication  be  republished  and  the  most  punctual 
observance  of  it  required  under  proper  penalties.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  21st  September  1773  : Not- 
withstanding the  publication  that  was  issued  last  year  (October  17  72) 
limiting  to  half  a pice  in  a rupee  the  exchange  to  be  taken  on  chana- 
ing  tutenague  pice  into  silver,  the  exchange  on  changino'  pice  for 
silver  has  risen  to  about  10  per  cent.  As  this  charge  is  a^great  loss 
and  detriment  to  the  soldiers  sepoys  and  labourers  who  are  chiefly 
paid  in  pice,  as  well  as  to  the  poor  in  general,  the  means  for  puttino- 
a stop  thereto  is  taken  into  consideration.  It  is  observed  that  from 
the  very  low  price  tutenague  has  borne  for  some  time  past  and 
From  the  vast  quantity  of  pice  on  the  island  we  have  reason  to 
sonclude  that  great  numbers  of  pice  must  be  made  on  the  other 


Chapter  III. 
Capital. 

Surat  Mint, 
1771. 


SiBer  and  Pice 
Exchange  to  be 
Half  a Pice  per 
Rupee, 
1772. 


Tutenague  Pice 
Discontinued, 


1773. 


1 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  15tb  Mar.  1771,  Pub.  Diary  57  of  1771  170-  I7i 
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side  and  brought  over  hither.  It  is  therefore  resolved  that  a procla- 
mation be  issued  tomorrow  morning  crying  down  the  value  of  pice 
from  80  to  100  in  every  rupee,  to  commence  from  the  moment  it  is 
published.  As  even  then  tutenague  may  be  made  into  pice  to  great 
advantage  by  persons  on  the  other  side,  as  we  suppose  has  been 
hitherto  practised,  it  is  further  resolved  and  agreed  that  all  pice 
that  may  be  coined  in  future  shall  be  of  copper,  and  one  hundred  to 
a rupee,  and  that  they  be  of  such  a weight  as  just  to  answer  the 
value  of  the  copper  with  the  expenses  of  coinage.  From  hence- 
forward no  tutenague  pice  will  be  coined  in  our  mint.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  28th  September  1773  : The 
Collector  represents  to  the  Board  a petition  from  the  arrack  farmers 
requesting  that  owing  to  their  holding  this  farm  they  had  a large 
quantity  of  pice  in  hand  at  the  time  the  publication  was  issued 
crying  them  down  from  80  to  100  the  rupee,  requesting  relief 
therem.  This  being  considered,  it  is  unanimously  deemed  reason- 
able to  afford  them  some  relief,  as  well  as  to  the  tobacco  farmers 
who  are  in  the  same  predicament,  and  who  have  made  application  to 
the  same  purpose.  Besolved  therefore  that  the  rent  of  the  tobacco 
and  arrack  farms  be  received  in  pice  from  the  1st  to  the  22nd 
instant  (being  the  day  pice  were  reduced)  at  the  rate  of  80  to  one 
rupee;  the  loss  of  which  must  fall  on  the  Company.  But  for  any 
arrears  of  rent  due  before  that  time,  pice  can  be  received  only  at 
the  present  exchange  or  in  silver,  because  it  was  the  farmers^  own 
fault  the  rent  was  not  paid  long  before  the  publication.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  5th  October  1773  : Great 
numbers  of  complaints  are  daily  made  that  tutenague  pice  do  not 
pass  current  in  the  bazdr  since  our  proclamation  reducing  them  in 
value.  This  upon  consideration  we  are  of  opinion  may  in  a great 
measure  be  owing  to  pice  not  being  received  from  all  persons  in 
payments  made  to  our  treasury.  It  is  therefore  agreed  in  order  to 
remedy  the  many  inconveniences  complained  of,  that  from  hence- 
forward in  all  sums  tendered  at  the  treasury  one-half  will  be 
accepted  in  pice  (if  desired),  provided  the  pice  so  tendered  be  of  the 
Company’s  own  coinage.  At  the  same  time  as  we  are  convinced 
from  the  vast  quantity  of  pice  on  the  island  that  great  numbers  must 
have  been  coined  surreptitiously,  which  must  have  turned  out  to 
the  great  advantage  of  those  who  coined  them  tutenague  for  a long 
time  past  having  been  at  a very  low  price,  and  as  we  understand 
that  the  surreptitious  pice  are  easily  distinguishable  from  those  of 
the  Company,  it  is  resolved,  in  order  to  put  a stop  to  this  perni- 
cious and  unlawful  practice  of  coining  pice  as  well  as  to  remedy  the 
evil  subsisting  by  the  quantity  that  has  been  already  coined,  that 
all  pice  of  the  surreptitious  coinage  presented  for  payment  at  the 
treasury  shall  be  instantly  cut  in  two  and  forfeited  to  the  Company. 
For  this  purpose  the  necessary  minters  and  shroffs  must  attend  at 
the  treasury,  who  shall  be  answerable  for  the  receipt  of  any  pice  not 
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coined  by  the  Company,  and  the  assistant  to  the  treasurer  must 
always  be  present  in  the  treasury  that  no  favour  or  affection  may 
be  shown  to  any  one.  As  we  are  convinced  that  the  only 
effectual  means  of  putting  a stop  to  all  these  complaints  regarding 
pice  is  to  call  in  those  made  of  tutenague,  and  to  coin  such  a 
quantity  of  copper  pice  as  will  be  sufficient  for  the  currency  of  the 
place,  it  is  resolved  that  as  soon  as  possible  the  amount  of 
Rs.  20,000  of  copper  be  coined  into  pice,  a proportionable  quantity 
of  which  must  be  in  halves  and  quarters.  When  the  same  are  ready 
to  be  issued,  the  tutenague  pice  coined  by  the  Company  will  be 
called  in  and  all  others  rendered  uncurrent.  ^ 

Bombay  Government  ConsLiltation,  12th  October  1773:  Several 
petitions  are  laid  before  the  Board  from  persons  concerned  in  carry- 
ing on  the  arrack  and  tobacco  farms  complaining  that  they  suffer 
several  grievances  by  the  late  orders  regarding  tutenague  pice,, 
which  they  pray  may  be  remedied.  As  we  have  reason  to  believe 
j that  their  complaints  proceed  more  from  artful  management 
I than  any  real  cause  of  grievance,  it  is  resolved,  in  order  effectually 
1 to  put  a stop  thereto,  that  the  principal  arrack  and  tobacco  farmers 
I be  called  by  the  Secretary  and  acquainted  if  they  think  they  have 
i any  real  reason  to  complain  that  the  late  orders  regarding  tute- 
I nague  pice  have  been  of  prejudice  to  their  sales,  that  the  farms 
I will  be  received  back  from  them  and  put  up  again  to  sale  if  they 
1 desire  to  deliver  them  up.® 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  19th  October  1773  : The  Secre- 
1 tary  acquaints  the  Board  that  he  called  upon  the  principal  arrack 
■ and  tobacco  farmers  and  acquainted  them  as  ordered  in  our  last 
. Consultation  ; when  the  arrack  farmers  consented  to  continue  to  hold 
; possession  of  that  farm  as  he  assured  them  the  present  perplexities 
: regarding  pice  would  be  over  so  soon  as  a proper  quantity  of  copper 
: pice  were  coined  ; but  the  tobacco  farmers  proposed  presenting  a 
' petition  to  the  Board  on  the  subject.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  26th  October  1773  : Read  a 
; petition  from  the  tobacco  farmers  representing  the  loss  they  sus- 
; tain  in  carrying  on  the  farm,  not  only  from  the  alteration  of  the 
j value  of  pice  from  80  to  lOO  to  a rupeee,  but  also  by  uncurrent  pice. 
Upon  mature  consideration  of  this,  it  is  agreed  the  farmers  be 
acquainted  that  any  loss  which  may  actually  have  accrued  to  them 
' by  the  counterfeit  pice  shall  be  made  good  after  the  copper  pice 
. are  issued,  on  their  delivering  exact  accounts  thereof  on  oath.  Alse 
^ if,  after  the  copper  pice  are  issued,  they  shall  find  a loss  by  the 
I alteration  from  80  to  100  pice  for  a rupee,  it  is  further  agreed 
: that  the  farm  will  be  received  back  and  again  put  up  to  sale.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  26th  November  1773  : As 
I between  ten  to  twelve  thousand  rupees  of  copper  pice  are  now 
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coined,  resolved  that  they  be  issued  from  the  treasury  on  the 
first  of  the  ensuing  month  of  December.  Against  that  time  a 
proclamation  must  be  prepared,  noting  that  the  same  are  to  pass 
current,  and  declaring  all  tutenague  pice  uncurrent  from  that  time. 
All  tutenague  pice  that  are  of  the  Company’s  coinage  and  may  be 
brought  into  their  treasury  on  or  before  the  31st  of  the  ensuing  month 
of  December,  will  be  received  on  the  Company’s  account,  and  we  shall 
hereafter  determine  how  to  dispose  of  them.^ 

The  Proclamation  regarding  pice,  dated  30th  November  1773  : 
By  the  Honourable  William  Hornby,  Esquire. — In  order  to 
remedy  the  many  inconveniences  tliat  arise  from  tutenague  pice 
passing  current  on  this  island,  which  are  principally  owing  to  the 
large  quantity  that  have  been  coined  surreptitiously,  it  has  been 
determined  that  a proper  quantity  of  pice  made  of  copper  should  be 
coined,  and  that  when  the  same  were  ready  to  be  issued  the  tutenague 
pice  should  no  longer  pass  current  on  this  Island  of  Bombay.  In 
pursuance  of  this  determination  a proper  quantity  of  copper  pice  are  now 
ready  to  be  issued,  which  are  to  pass  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  for  every 
silver  Bombay  ru2:)ee.  It  is  hereby  ordered  and  declared  that  from  to- 
morrow morning  no  tutenague  pice  shall  pass  current  in  this  Town  or 
Island  of  Bombay,  nor  shall  any  person  or  persons  be  obliged  to  receive 
or  accept  the  same  in  payment  from  the  time  above  mentioned.  Such 
tutenague  pice  as  have  been  coined  by  the  Honourable  Company  in 
their  mint  and  may  be  brought  into  their  treasury  on  or  before  the  last 
day  of  the  ensuing  month  of  December,  will  be  received  and  paid  for 
at  the  rate  of  100  for  a Bombay  silver  rupee,  the  present  exchange. 
All  such  as  may  be  tendered  that  are  not  of  the  Company’s  coinage, 
will  be  cut  in  two  and  forfeited  to  the  Company.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  7th  April  1774:  As  we  are  in 
immediate  want  of  money,  not  only  for  our  current  expenses  but  also 
to  discharge  the  bills  drawn  from  Onor  which  are  now  due,  resolved 
that  all  the  tutenague  pice  which  have  been  called  in  and  are  now  iu 
the  treasury,  be  sold  at  public  outcry  for  the  most  they  will  fetch. 
The  outcry  to  be  made  by  Messrs.  Fletcher  and  Garden,  who  are  now 
appointed  a committee  for  that  purpose,  and  the  amount  to  be  paid  as 
the  pice  are  taken  away.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  13th  April  1774:  The  com- 
mittee appointed  to  sell  the  tutenague  pice  called  into  the  treasury, 
report  that  they  met  for  that  purpose  on  the  day  appointed ; but  that 
notwithstanding  due  notice  was  given  of  the  intended  sale,  no 
purchasers  whatever  attended.  Ordered  that  they  fix  on  another  day 
for  the  sale  when  they  must  endeavour  to  dispose  of  the  pice.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  3rd  May  1774:  The  committee 
appointed  to  sell  the  tutenague  pice  that  had  been  called  into  the 
treasury  report  to  the  Board  that  they  again  met  to  endeavour  to 
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dispose  of  them ; but  that  no  person  could  be  induced  to  offer  more  for 
them  than  Rs.  3-10-0  the  Surat  mayi.  This  being  so  very  low  they 
did  not  think  themselves  authorized  to  sell  them  at  such  a rate.  The 
great  scarcity  of  money  was  assigned  as  the  reason  for  this  very  low 
offer.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  15th  August  1775:  The  com- 
mittee appointed  to  make  sale  of  the  tutenague  pice  report  to  the 
Board  by  letter  that  they  have  sold  the  whole  quantity  of  tutenague 
pice  in  the  treasury  at  Bs.  4-0-50  the  Surat  man^  and  for  ready  money. ^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  20th  December  1774  : A 
considerable  number  of  Broach  rupees  were  received  in  the  treasure 
lately  arrived  from  Surat  as  the  treasurers  now  report.  The  rupees 
coined  at  that  place  by  an  assay  made  in  the  year  1771,  were  found  to 
be  superior  to  those  of  Surat,  which  last  pass  current  here.  For  this 
reason,  as  well  as  because  Broach  now  belongs  to  the  Honourable 
Company,  we  esteem  it  very  proper  that  Broach  rupees  should  also 
pass  current  on  this  island.  Ordered  therefore  that  a publication 
be  issued  enjoining  all  persons  to  receive  Broach  rupees  in  payment 
without  demanding  discount.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  15th  June  1774  : Letter  from 
I the  Mint  Master  to  the  President  and  Council,  dated  Bombay  16th 
( May  1774.  I have  received  an  order  to  lay  before  you  an  account 
( of  the  profits  arising  by  coining  the  different  sorts  of  gold  coins  at 
[ their  present  value  into  gold  rupees  of  the  Bombay  standard,  with  an 
. account  of  the  mint  charges  on  the  same.  The  variety  of  gold  coins 
1 in  India,  few  of  them  except  Venetians  being  to  be  had  in  this 
( place  at  present,  prevents  my  being  able  to  give  your  Honour 
[ the  account  you  have  ordered,  as  they  ought  all  to  be  assayed  to 
1 ascertain  the  alloy  in  each  coin.  In  order  to  show  your  Honour 
I the  profit  on  coining  Venetians  into  gold  rupees  of  the  Bombay 
\ standard,  I shall  beg  leave  to  state  the  difference  between  the  nominal 
r and  real  value  of  the  gold  rupee  now  current  for  15  silver  rupees  : 


1 gold  rupee  weighs  dwt.  7 gr.  1 or  38  vdls  of  the  fineness  of 

?4  carats  which  is  Venetian  standard  and  passes  current  for  ns.  q.  r. 
lo  silver  rupees  ...  ...  ...  ...  15  0 0 


1 gold  rupee  weighing  Veiintians  3^  or  38  vdls  at 
Ivs.  4-1-50  per  Venetian  of  12  vdls  ... 

Rs 

q.  r. 

13 

3 41 

Add  the  minter's  charges  2|  per  cent,  namely 
burnage  (waste)  on  100  Venetians  at  21  vdls  the 
100  Venetians  equal  to  1 1 per  cent, ; workmanship 

9 vdls  the  100  Venetians  equal  to  | per  cent  j total 

2^  per  cent,  that  is 

0 

1 38 

Total  ... 

14 

0 79 

14  0 79 

Difference  ...  0 3 21 

which  is  equal  to  5*35  per  cent  profit,  and  will  alter  as  Venetians  rise  or  fall  in 
i price.'^ 
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Bombay  Government  Consultation,  15th  June  1774:  It  having 
been  determined  that  the  treasure  lately  imported  from  Basra,  which 
we  procured  on  account  of  our  Honourable  Employers  for  bills  on 
Bengal,  should  be  coined  in  our  mint  and  that  the  silver  should  be 
made  into  rupees  of  the  present  standard,  it  remains  now  to  consider 
of  what  weight  and  fineness  to  make  the  gold  rupees.  This  being 
taken  under  deliberation  together  with  a letter  from  our  mint  master 
showing  the  gain  arising  by  coining  gold  rupees  of  the  present 
weight  and  standard,  resolved  after  a full  discussion  that  the  gold 
rupees  be  made  of  the  same  fineness  as  those  at  present  current, 
but  that  an  addition  of  two  vdls  be  made  to  the  weight,  that  is- 
that  they  be  now  made  of  40  vtils  weight  instead  of  38,  and  that  they 
bear  the  same  impression  as  the  silver  rupees.  By  thus  raisijig 
the  real  value  (as  they  are  to  pass  for  15  silver  rupees  as  before)  they 
will  be  current  in  the  adjacent  countries.  As  the  price  of  gold  in  this 
place  is  at  present  low,  some  profit  will  still  arise  by  coining  it  inta 
rupees  of  the  weight  and  standard  above  resolved  on.  It  is  further  agreed^ 
in  order  to  increase  the  currency  of  the  place,  to  permit  private  persons 
to  coin  gold  in  the  mint  on  their  paying  the  customary  duty  of  1^ 
per  cent.  The  gold  rupees  now  current  must  be  called  in,  in  proper 
time,  and  recoined  of  the  present  weight  and  standard ; the  deficiency 
in  weight  must  be  made  good  by  the  Comj>any  as  they  enjoyed  the 
profit  that  was  made  on  their  being  first  coined.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  25th  April  1775  : As  there  is 
at  present  a want  of  silver  currency  on  the  island,  it  is  agreed,  in  order 
to  obviate  the  inconveniences  resulting  therefrom,  to  coin  gold  to  the 
amount  of  Rs.  60,000  into  pieces  of  the  value  of  one  silver  rupee  each 
to  be  in  fineness  exactly  equal  to  the  gold  rupees  now  current  and  of 
isth  part  of  the  weight  of  a gold  rupee 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  12th  December  1775  : There 
being  several  counterfeit  gold  rupees  now  circulating  on  the  island, 
it  is  agreed  to  ofier  a reward  of  Rs.  1000  to  any  person  or  persons 
who  will  make  discovery  of  the  persons  concerned  in  coining  them,  so 
that  the  offenders  may  be  brought  to  justice.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  25th  March  1778  : We  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  troops  have  suffered  by  being  paid  in  the 
small  gold  rupees.  It  is  resolved  that  no  more  of  this  coin  be  issued 
from  the  treasury  and  that  the  whole  currency  be  called  in  and 
sent  to  China  by  the  Beshorough,  where  they  can  be  realized 
without  loss.  These  rupees  are  not  ; 3 pass  current  after  the  31st  of 
May  next.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  30th  September  1778  : Received 
by  patamar  a letter  from  the  Chief  and  Factors  at  Tirana,  dated  28th 
instant,  in  which  they  advised  that  agreeable  to  our  order  they  had 
called  in  all  the  gold  fifteenths  in  circulation  there,  which  being  126  in 
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number  they  then  transmitted  us  and  requested  a supply  of  Us.  20,000 
for  their  current  expenses.^ 

The  following  extracts  relate  to  the  Rate  of  Exchange  : Bombay 
to  Surat  11th  November  1677.  The  dollars  and  pagodas  Mr.  Child 
paid  us  in,  we  have  given  Raj  a pur  factory  credit  for.  We  have  sold 
the  first  for  5 shillings  the  dollar.  Both  them  and  the  pagodas  we 
have  near  hand  spent,  our  ships  garrison  charges  and  our  new  bastion 
sweeping  away  vast  sums  of  money.  Our  tobacco  rent  and  cooly 
rents  are  paid  us  all  in  hujruks  which  as  they  do  not  pass  off  the  island 
.are  fallen  now  to  28  pJiadids  the  Xeraphin.  We  are  therefore 
forced  to  put  a stop  to  the  further  payment  of  hujruks  or  else  we 
shall  neither  have  any  trade  nor  a penny  of  silver  on  the  island.  Of 
the  farms  of  the  customs  we  have  not  received  more  than  5000  Xera- 
phins  since  they  were  sold.  We  shall  remit  what  we  can  spare 
though  it  will  be  to  loss ; for  we  can  send  nothing  but  Xeraphins. 
If  your  worships  have  any  occasion  of  furnishing  the  factories  of 
Rajapur  Karwar  ©r  Calicut  with  money  it  may  be  sent  thither  with 
far  less  loss.^ 


Court  to  Bombay,  4th  June  1703:  You  are  to  pay  all  salaries  in 
India,  valuing  the  rupee  at  two  shillings  and  six  pence,  unless  to  such 
as  desire  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  in  England,  for  which  you  may 
give  bills  on  the  Company.^ 

Court  to  Bombay,  15th  March  1733  : By  the  Mokha  ship  you  were 
informed  that  the  regulating  of  the  exchange  from  the  Bay  was  then 
under  our  consideration.  We  have  since  settled  the  same,  and  do  now 
permit  you  to  draw  upon  us,  sixty-one  days  after  sight,  for  such 
money  paid  into  our  cash  as  our  covenant  servants  while  such  shall 
have  occasion  to  remit  home,  on  making  affidavit  that  it  is  upon  their 
own  account,  after  the  rate  of  two  shillings  and  six  pence  the  Bombay 
rupee,  and  for  all  sums  upon  account  of  other  persons,  after  the  rate  of 
two  shillings  and  four  pence.^ 

In  January  and  February  1734  the  Bombay  Government  drew 
bills  of  exchange  on  the  Court  of  Directors  in  favour  of  their  servants 
at  2 shillings  and  6 pence  the  rupee,  and  two  months  after  sight.^ 

The  Honourable  Company  have  now  given  positive  orders  that  none 
but  persons  actually  in  their  service  shall  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
remitting  money  at  the  usual  rate  of  2 shillings  and  6 pence  the  rupee, 
and  all  others^  money  must  be  remitted  home  at  2 shillings  and  4 pence 
the  rupee  only.® 

Our  Honourable  Masters^  last  commands  are  very  express  that  no 
person  but  their  covenant  servants  while  such,  shall  be  allowed  to  pay 

* Bom,  Gov.  Consultation  30th  Sept.  1778,  Pub.  Diary  74  of  1778,  696. 

2 Bombay  to  Surat  11th  Nov.  1677,  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677-1687,  62. 

Bombay  4th  June  1703  para  16.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol,  1 of 
1715-1721,  221.  ^ 

4 Court  to  Bombay  15th  March  1733  para  109.  Comp,  of  Standing.  Ord.  Vol.  1 of 
1715-1721,  203.  ^ 

*5  Bom.  Gov.  Diary  28th  Jan.  and  12th  and  28th  Feb.  1734,  Pub.  Diary  7 of  1734, 
24,  38,  51.  ®Pub.  Diary  8 of  1734-35,  40. 
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money  into  their  cash  here  at  2 shillings  and  6 pence  the  rupee,  the 
bills  so  drawn  being  in  both  cases  payable  61  days  after  sight 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  12th  September  1746  : Signed 
the  following  six  sets  of  bills  on  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors  at 
2 shillings  6 pence  the  rupee  on  account  of  their  covenant  servants  and 
others  entitled  to  that  indulgence,  payable  90  days  after  sight.^ 

Court  to  Bombay,  17th  May  1766  ; We  hereby  direct  that  the 
exchange  from  Bombay  after  these  orders  come  to  hand,  be  lowered  to 
2 shillings  and  5 pence  for  a Bombay  rupee  to  our  servants,  civil  and 
military,  and  to  all  others  to  2 shillings  and  3 pence  only  for  a 
Bombay  rupee.  You  are  to  receive  no  money,  nor  grant  bills  to  any 
persons  not  under  covenants  with  us  unless  immediately  wanted  for 
the  purposes  abovementioned.  No  bills  drawn  on  us  must  be  made 
payable  in  a less  time  than  365  days  after  sight.  We  will  allow  on 
such  bills  an  interest  after  the  rate  of  three  per  cent  per  annum  on  the 
expiration  of  90  days  from  the  date  of  our  acceptance  thereof,  being 
the  rate  of  interest  which  our  bonds  here  in  England  bear,  except 
only  to  the  amount  of  about  twenty  thousand  pounds  a year,  this 
being  an  indulgence  to  our  covenant  servants  for  providing  themselves 
with  necessaries.  For  their  other  immediate  occasions,  we  are  willing 
to  pay  our  covenant  servants  at  90  days'’  sight.  But  you  are  not  to 
extend  your  drafts  for  so  short  a time  of  payment  to  a greater  sum 
than  the  said  twenty  thousand  pounds,  such  being  the  amount  allowed 
by  our  former  orders. 

The  fortunes  or  estates  acquired  by  our  good  and  faithful  servants 
may  be  remitted  home  in  bills  drawn  upon  us  at  2 shillings  and  5 pence 
for  a Bombay  rupee,  if  the  money  is  tendered  within  twelve  months 
from  the  time  of  their  departure  for  England.  After  that  period 
they  are  to  have  bills  at  only  2 shillings  and  3 pence  for  a Bombay 
rupee.  All  moneys  tendered  belonging  to  deceased  persons  who  were 
under  covenants  with  us,  must  be  received  if  within  the  limitation 
in  the  above  paragraph.  Also  the  money  tendered  by  the  commanders 
and  officers  of  our  Europe  ships,  so  far  as  the  produce  of  their  private 
adventure  extends,  they  taking  the  oath  as  prescribed  in  our  letter 
of  the  28th  March  1740  paragraph  86.  Likewise  for  all  money  paid  in 
on  account  of  the  produce  of  coral  and  other  articles  licensed  by  us  to  be 
exported  by  the  traders  in  diamonds.  In  all  and  every  the  before- 
mentioned  cases  particular  regard  must  be  had  to  the  sum  total  of  bills 
and  certificates  that  they  do  not  exceed  by  each  ship  one-fourth  part 
of  the  invoice  of  the  goods  laden  thereon  as  already  directed  in  a 
preceding  paragraph.  And  to  this  we  make  no  exemption  but  what 
may  regard  Lord  Clive  whose  full  remittances  must  have  the  prefer- 
ence to  all  others.^ 

A Consultation  17th  October  1766 : Our  Honourable  Masters^ 
commands  of  the  17th  May  last  being  now  reperused  and  duly  and 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  3rd  Jan.  1735,  Pub.  Diary  8 of  1735,  3- 
2 Bom.  Gov.  Diary  12th  Sept.  1746,  Pub.  Diary  19  of  1746,  305. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  17tli  May  1766  paras  13-26,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  7 
of  1765-1768,  181  - 183.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1769-1788,  228. 
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maturely  welglied  and  considered,  the  following*  particulars  seem  to 
occur  in  respect  to  those  parts  relative  to  the  drafts  to  be  made  on 
them  : 

First : in  preference  to  all  others  they  have  been  pleased  to  indulge 
their  servants  with  an  annual  remittance  of  twenty  thousand  (20,000) 
pounds  to  be  drawn  for  at  90  days^  sight  at  2 shillings  and  5 pence 
the  rupee. 

Secondly  : that  all  the  estates  of  those  gentlemen  who  die  in  their 
service  and  the  fortunes  of  such  of  their  good  and  faithful  servants  as 
return  to  Europe,  are  to  be  accepted  and  bills  given  for  them  at  the 
same  rate  of  exchange  but  at  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  (365)  days^ 
sight,  provided  the  same  are  paid  in  within  a twelve-month  of  their 
death  or  their  return  to  Europe. 

Thirdly  : that  these  different  sums  are  allowed  to  be  paid  and  bills 
given  for  them  as  an  indulgence  to  their  servants,  provided  nevertheless 
the  whole  of  the  bills  or  certificates  granted  by  any  one  ship  do  not 
exceed  one-quarter  part  of  such  ship’s  invoice.  But  as  we  know  the 
servants  will  want  to  remit  much  more  than  this  can  at  any  time 
amount  to,  it  becomes  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent  discontent,  to  fix 
i the  proportions  to  be  allowed  each,  out  of  the  twenty  thousand 
' (20,000)  pounds  permitted  to  be  drawn  for  at  90  daj^s’  sight.  The 
; following  occurring  to  us  as  most  eligible,  it  is  agreed  to  establish  the 
! same  as  a standing  order  for  the  future ; for  notwithstanding  the 
: military  and  marine  are  not  by  our  Honourable  Masters  included  in 
; this  indulgence,  yet  as  we  are  sensible  some  have  occasion  to  remit 
I home  money  for  the  support  of  their  families  and  other  necessary 
I occasions,  we  think  it  but  reasonable  to  allow  them  a small  proportion 
, at  le-ast  until  our  Honourable  Masters’  pleasure  can  be  known  regard- 
1 ing  it  d 

To  the  President 2400 

To  the  Members  of  Council,  including*  Mujor  and 

I Superintendent,  14  at  800  each  11,209 

\ Chaplain,  Secretary,  Senior  and  Junior  Merchants  and 

= - Factors  4500 

Writers  500 

Military  and  Marine,  to  each  Corps  £700  each 1400 
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Court  to  Bombay,  21st  November  1766:  The  exchange  from  your 
' Presidency  is  to  continue  as  settled  in  our  letter  of  the  17th  May  last 
1 at  the  rate  of  2s.  5d.  for  a Bombay  rupee  to  our  civil  and  military 
I servants,  and  to  all  others  2s.  3d.  only  for  a Bombay  rupee." 

Court  to  Bombay,  11th  November  1768  : On  reconsidering  our  170S, 

' former  directions  relating  to  the  exchange  for  bills  that  we  shall  draw 
i OR  our  respective  Presidencies  for  money  paid  into  our  treasury  here 
\ by  the  owners  of  our  freighted  ships  for  the  said  ships’  stocks,  or  by 


^ 1 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  17th  Oct.  1766,  Pub.  Diary  47  of  1766,  675-676.  Comp,  of 

. Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759-1788,  151-152. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  21st  Nov.  1766  para  52,  Pub.  Dep,  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  7 of 
>1765-1768,213-214.  ^ 
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others  who  may  have  occasion  to  make  remittances  to  India,  we  have, 
in  order  to  encourage  them  to  make  such  payments,  determined  to  pass 
our  draughts  accordingly  at  the  following  I’ates,  namely  on  Bombay 
at  2s.  2d.  the  Bombay  rupee ; on  Fort  St.  George  at  7s.  3d.  the  current 
pagoda ; and  on  Bengal  at  2s.  the  current  rupee. ^ 

Court  to  Bombay,  11th  November  1768  : You  are  also  to  take  notice 
that  the  bills  drawn  in  favour  of  the  aforesaid  owners  will  be  made 
payable  at  five  days  after  sight.  To  induce  the  owners  to  give 
directions  to  the  commanders  to  take  from  the  Company  at  any  of  the 
said  Presidencies  what  cash  they  may  want  for  their  ships"  use,  such 
advances  as  shall  be  made  to  them  are  to  be  accounted  for  at  the  following 
rates;  At  Bombay  2s.  2d.  the  Bombay  rupee;  at  Fort  St.  George 
7s.  3d.  the  current  pagoda ; and  at  Bengal  2 shillings  the  current  rupee. 
You  are  therefore  to  be  attentive  that  so  far  as  they  shall  concern  you  the 
above  directions  are  complied  with  and  you  are  to  call  upon  the  several 
commanders  of  our  freighted  ships  who  arrive  at  your  port  to  know 
if  they  are  in  want  of  money  for  their  ships"  use,  and  it  must  appear 
on  your  Consultations  that  you  have  so  done.  As  the  reasons  given 
in  our  advices  dated  18th  Alarch  last  still  subsist  for  limiting  the 
draughts  to  be  made  on  us  from  Bombay,  you  are  hereby  ordered  not 
to  exceed  the  said  sum  of  £2 0,00 U in  the  draughts  you  make  on  us  by 
the  ships  to  be  despatched  home  in  the  season  of  1769,  and  all  draughts 
must  be  at  the  rate  of  2s.  2d.  for  each  Bombay  rupee.  By  the  above 
limitation,  we  do  not  mean  to  include  the  sum  of  £5000  which  we  allow 
the  commander  and  officers  of  each  of  our  ships  of  this  season  to  pay 
into  our  cash  on  the  terms  aforesaid  at  such  settlements  whereto  they 
are  consigned.  That  is  to  say  those  consigned  to  your  Presidency  are 
to  be  confined  to  pay  in  at  the  several  settlements  on  your  coast  a sum 
not  exceeding  £5000  for  each  ship;  and  those  consigned  to  the  coast 
and  bay  are  to  pay  in  the  like  sum  at  either  or  both  of  those  Presi- 
dencies unless  our  service  may  require  their  despatch  from  any  other 
Presidency.  In  that  case  any  part  of  their  unpaid  quota  may  be  received 
there.  As  the  commanders  and  officers  of  none  of  our  ships  are  to  be 
allowed  more  than  £5000  on  this  account  in  the  whole  voyage  the 
several  Presidencies  must  take  the  necessary  care  in  that  respect  by 
duly  advising  each  other  of  the  sums  received  from  those  commanders 
and  officers.  In  regard  to  those  who  call  at  Aladras  on  their  way  to 
China  they  are  to  be  restrained  to  the  latter  place  for  paying  in  their 
allowance.  The  proportions  which  the  officers  are  to  bear  with  their 
commanders  in  the  said  sum  are  to  be  settled  according  to  the  rates 
mentioned  in  the  printed  indulgence  with  respect  to  their  adventures 
outward.  Such  commanders  and  officers  as  may  apply  to  you  on  this 
occasion,  must  therefore  have  certificates  granted  them  in  the  usual 
manner  upon  their  making  oath  as  ordered  in  our  letter  of  the  21st 
November  1766.  If  the  attorneys  of  Lord  Clive  shall  apply  to  you 
to  pay  in  any  part  of  his  Lordship"s  jd^ir  for  bills  of  exchange  on  us, 
you  are  hereby  directed  to  receive  the  same  which  is  to  be  exclusive  of 


^ Court  to  Bombay  11th  Nov.  1768  para  38,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  7 of 
1765-  1768,31)8. 
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the  beforemeiitioned  £20,000  which  you  are  permitted  to  draw  for  by 
the  ships  to  be  despatched  from  your  side  of  Indiad 

Court  to  Bombay,  30th  June  ITtiO  : We  have  considered  seriously 
our  former  directions  upon  the  subject  of  bills  of  exchang-e  and  have 
given  due  attention  to  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  the  present 
restrictions.  That  the  French  and  Dutch  will  be  supplied  with  Flnglish 
money  by  those  who  want  to  remit  to  Europe  is  a natural  consequence, 
and  that  they  will  in  Bengal  insist  upon  being  paid  in  silver,  seeing* 
that  silver  is  the  only  legal  tender  that  is  or  can  be  in  that  country, 
and  further  that  they  will  export  from  Bengal  as  much  as  they  think  lit 
notwithstanding  any  orders  to  the  contrary  is  to  be  expected.  Such 
being  the  evident  inconveniences  of  our  refusal  to  receive  money  into 
our  cash  for  bills  to  be  drawn  upon  England  it  Avill  be  said  the  remed^r 
is  in  our  hands  if  we  will  open  our  treasury  the  French  and  Dutch 
will  no  longer  be  supplied.  They  will  be  under  the  necessity  of 
importing  bullion  for  their  expenses  and  investments  and  we  shall  have 
it  in  our  power  to  export  to  China  as  much  as  we  think  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  will  bear.  AVe  sincerely  wish  things  could  be 
I brought  to  this  state,  but  the  single  and  insurmountable  objection  is 
that,  if  bills  are  drawn  to  an  unlimited  amount,  we  may  be  put  to  the 
; utmost  distress  and  difficulty  to  make  good  the  payments  in  England, 

: For  this  reason  we  have  been  under  a necessity  so  to  model  all  our 
' ordere  upon  this  subject  as  to  confine  the  draughts  to  some  degree  of 
proportion  with  our  investments.  This  rule  we  must  not  now  lose 
1 sight  of,  although  our  intention  is  to  extend  our  power  of  taking  up 
: money  as  far  as  it  can  possibly  be  carried  with  any  degree  of  prudence. 

Accordingly  having  considered  the  matter  fully  and  maturely  and 
[ having  granted  a further  extension  of  remittances  to  our  servants  at 
. Bengal  on  account  of'  their  increase  of  investment  this  year,  we  are 
' willing  to  encourage  you  to  do  the  same.  AYe  therefore  do  hereby 
[ revoke  our  former  orders  upon  the  subject  of  remittances  and  in  lieu 
I thereof  we  permit  and  empower  you  to  draw  upon  us  this  season  for 
i £50,000,  and  beyond  that  sum  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  su2:)plies  in 
r specie  which  you  may  be  able  to  send  to  China.  At  the  same  time  we 
: depend  on  your  zeal  and  assiduity  in  extending  your  investments  in 
: such  manner  as  may  enable  us  to  perform  our  engagements  and  to 
: continue  to  you  the  same  indulgence  in  future  seasons.  Besides  the 
above  sum  of  £50,000*  you  may  grant  certificates  to  the  captain  and 
: officers  of  each  homeward  bound  ship  as  far  as  £6000  each  ship  under 
the  express  conditions  mentioned  in  the  55th  (t3rd)  paragraph  of  our 
> general  letter  of  the  11th  November  last.  Notwithstanding  our  order 
' ot  the  said  11th  November,  paragraph  44,  you  are  not^to  include 
Lord  Clivers in  the  said  £50,000,  it  being  our  intention  that  any 
payment  on  that  account  should  be  made  in  Bengal  only.  The  sum 
of  £50,0o0  first  to  be  drawn  as  abovementioned  is  to  be  divided  and 
applied  among  the  Company's  servants,  civil  and  military,  in  such  a 
manner  as  may  appear  reasonable  to^  you  upon  an  impartial  consideration 
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of  their  several  situations  and  circumstances.  We  shall  depend  upon 
your  making  this  disposition  in  such  au  equitable  manner  as  may  leave 
no  just  cause  of  complaint.  The  China  remittances  are  to  be  opened  to 
free  merchants  or  any  other  persons  residing  under  our  protection  as 
well  as  to  the  Company’s  servants.  The  same  remark  applies  to  whatever 
sums  shall  be  offered  upon  account  of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons. 
The  bills  for  the  sum  of  £50^000  first  abovementioned  are  to  be  drawn 
at  the  rate  of  2s.  5d.  the  Bombay  rupee  and  at  365  days^  sight.  The 
bills  for  such  further  sums  as  shall  be  sent  to  China  are  to  be  drawn 
at  the  rate  of  2s.  6^d.  the  Bombay  rupee  payable  three  years  after 
sight,  this  latitude  being  necessary  to  enable  the  Company  to  bring  the 
amount  of  the  sale  of  their  cargoes  into  circulation  at  the  time  the  bills 
will  become  due.  You  will  observe  that  we  have  increased  the  rate 
of  exchange  in  proportion  to  the  time  allowed  for  payment.  This  we 
mean  to  stand  in  lieu  of  the  interest  formerly  paid  for  the  exceeding 
time  after  the  ninety  days.  You  are  accordingly  to  give  the  bill-holders 
to  understand  that  they  will  not  be  entitled  to  any  interest  upon  bills 
that  will  be  drawn  in  consequence  of  these  orders.-^ 

Court  to  Bombay,  23rd  September  1772  : Notwithstanding  we  have 
already  expressed  ourselves  fully  on  the  license  you  have  taken  in 
deviating  from  our  express  and  positive  orders  of  30th  June  1769  per 
Lajming  respecting  the  amount  and  rates  of  yeur  drafts  on  the  Court 
of  Directors  and  have  apprised  you  in  what  light  we  shall  consider 
such  conduct,  yet  as  the  effects  of  your  disobedience  in  this  respect  is 
of  such  a nature  as  may  endanger  the  credit  of  the  Company,  we  deem 
it  necessary  by  this  conveyance  to  renew  our  peremptory  injunctions 
that  you  do  not,  on  any  account  or  pretence  whatsoever,  issue  bills  on 
us  for  more  than  the  amount  of  £50,000  exclusive  of  certificates  to* 
commanders  and  officers  of  ships  payable  in  one  year  and  at  the  rate  of 
exchange  expressed  in  our  orders  of  1769,  which  orders  are  to  continue 
in  full  force  until  we  shall  signify  our  further  pleasures  herein. 
As  we  have  come  to  a resolution  to  send  such  supplies  to  our  Council 
at  Canton  as  we  shall  deem  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  providing 
cargoes  for  the  outward  bound  ships  of  the  ensuing  season,  we  hereby 
revoke  the  permission  given  you  by  our  beforementioned  orders  to 
draw  on  us  for  the  amount  of  all  supplies  in  specie  which  you  might 
be  enabled  to  send  to  China.  And  we  direct  that  you  do  not  freight 
any  goods  or  merchandise  on  private  account  in  order  that  the  amount 
sales  or  any  part  thereof  be  paid  into  our  cash  at  Canton  to  be  repaid 
by  bills  to  be  drawn  on  us  by  our  servants  there.  You  are  however  to 
observe  that  we  expect  and  require  you  to  use  every  means  in  your 
power  to  increase  our  China  stock  from  your  own  resources  and  that  in 
particular  you  do  not  fail  to  provide  a cargo  of  such  goods  as  may  be 
most  proper  for  that  market  to  be  loaded  on  the  ship  which  shall  be 
consigned  by  us  to  your  Presidency  in  her  way  to  Canton  and  such 
cargo  must  be  in  goods  and  treasure  to  the  value  of  £40,000  at  least." 


^ Court  to  Bombay  30th  June  1769  paras  24-33,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  8 
of  1769-1771,  90-93. 

- Court  to  Bombay  23rcl  Sept.  1/72  paras  5-6,  Pub.  Dep,  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  9 of 
1772-  1777,  62-63. 
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Court  to  Bombay,  24tli  November  1772  : It  is  impossible  to  describe 
the  difficulties  the  Company  now  labour  under  for  want  of  cash  in 
their  treasury  here,  arising  as  well  from  your  unwarranted  conduct  as 
that  of  our  servants  in  Bengal,  who  together  contrary  to  repeated  and 
positive  orders  have  drawn  upon  us  last  year  for  upwards  of  one 
million  sterling  and  this  sum  with  what  the  Company  have  lost  by 
indemnity  on  tea  which  is  about  another  million,  is  a burthen  almost 
insupportable.  To  remedy  this  evil  for  the  present  we  hope  the  aid  of 
Parliament  will  shortly  be  stretched  forth.  But  to  remedy  it  in  future, 
must  entirely  depend  upon  our  servants  by  a well  regulated  system  of 
economy  in  every  dejDartment  that  falls  under  their  management  by  a 
due  attention  to  our  orders,  particularly  to  those  of  the  23rd  September 
last,  respecting  bills  to  be  drawn  upon  us,  and  by  a proper  exertion  at 
least  for  the  two  following  seasons,  of  their  utmost  abilities  in  procur- 
ing the  largest  investments  possible  consisting  of  the  finest  and  most 
valuable  commodities.  We  order  you  most  zealously  to  take  in  hand 
this  important  work.  As  a means  to  attain  in  part  these  indispensable 
purposes  by  reducing  so  far  as  possible  the  very  burthensome  charges 
of  your  Presidency,  from  the  great  expenses  incurred  at  your  subordi- 
nate factories,  we  have  it  under  consideration  to  retrench  them  by 
withdrawing  the  military  from  all  except  the  castle  of  Surat  and  to 
I place  the  collection  of  the  pepper  on  the  Malabar  Coast  with  a Resident 
I at  each  to  be  assisted  with  one  or  two  writers.  We  have  thought 
i it  proper  to  apprize  you  of  this  our  intention  by  the  present  conveyance 
! and  shall  communicate  our  final  resolution  by  the  direct  ships  consigned 
! to  your  Presidency  this  season. 

In  addition  to  our  abovementioned  orders  of  the  23rd  September 
1 last  respecting  bills  of  exchange,  we  hereby  direct  that  in  future  you 
I observe  it  as  a standing  rule  not  to  pass  any  bills  or  certificates  on  us 
i except  those  for  the  amount  of  the  adventures  of  the  commanders  and 
[ officers  of  our  ships  but  by  the  two  last  ships  of  the  season  that  sail 
: from  Bombay.  Nor  to  draw  for  a larger  sum  than  permitted  by  our 
1 said  orders  of  the  23rd  September  as  we  are  determined  in  case  of 
j disobedience  to  return  the  bills  above  that  sum  back  again  to  Bombay 
I unaccepted.  It  is  our  further  order  that  in  the  bills  we  allow  you  to 
J draw  at  365  days'’  sight,  you  leave  it  at  our  option  not  to  pay  the  same 
:i  under  two  years,  though,  should  we  think  proper  to  accept  them  on 
\ the  latter  term,  we  shall  have  no  objection  to  pay  them  at  the  rate  of 
; 2s.  5|d.  a Bombay  rupee  without  allowing  any  interest. 

Notwithstanding  anything  said  in  the  preceding  paragraph  you  are 
3 hereby  absolutely  prohibited  drawing  bills  or  passing  certificates  upon 
= us  for  any  sums  or  in  favour  of  any  persons  whatsoever  in  1773  except 
' certificates  only  for  such  sums  as  the  commanders  and  officers  of  our 
; freighted  ships  by  our  standing  orders  in  their  instructions  are  permit- 
! ted  to  pay  into  our  cash  in  part  of  their  privilege.  In  this  prohibi- 
tory order  we  include  your  draughts  for  any  money  we  have  heretofore 
: permitted  you  to  receive  for  bills  on  us.  And  you  are  further  positively 
enjoined  to  make  all  possible  savings  in  each  branch  of  our  affairs. 
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For  the  distresses  of  the  Company  are  such  as  immediately  and  loudly 
call  for  every  assistance  and  the  retrenching  of  every  expensed 

Court  to  Bombay,  11th  February  1774  : The  subject  of  remittances 
through  the  Company's  cash  by  bills  on  the  Court  of  Directors  having 
been  considered  in  the  last  sessions  of  Parliament,  a law  was  accordingly 
enacted  restricting  the  Company  accepting  or  otherwise  binding 
themselves  in  the  space  of  any  one  year  for  the  payment  of  any  bills  of 
exchange  drawn  by  any  of  their  ofRcers  or  servants  at  any  of  their  pre- 
sidencies in  the  East  Indies  for  any  sum  exceeding  £300, OoO  (exclu- 
sive of  certificates  to  the  amount  of  £5000  to  the  commanders  and 
officers  of  each  of  the  Company'^s  ships)  without  the  consent  or  order 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Flis  Majesty’s  Treasury  or  the  High  Treasurer 
for  the  time  being. 

It  therefore  only  remains  ^vith  us  to  notify  the  said  law  to  our 
servants  in  India  and  to  proportion  the  draughts  allowed  to  be  made 
on  us  for  the  said  sum  of  £300,000.  which  we  hereby  do  so  far  as 
concerns  your  Presidency  in  the  following  manner : To  Bombay, 
£35,000  to  be  remitted  by  our  civil  and  military  servants,  and  the 
further  sum  of  £10,000,  one  moiety  of  which  latter  sum  we  would 
have  reserved  for  the  benefit  of  free  merchants  and  others  not  in  the 
Company^’s  service  and  the  other  moiety  for  the  advantage  of  deceased 
persons'’  estates  and  of  persons  returned  from  the  Company'’ s service. 

And  it  is  our  pleasure  that  the  said  sum  of  £45,000  be  considered  as 
the  total  amount  of  the  bills  to  be  drawn  by  you  in  the  course  of  one 
year  commencing  from  the  1st  August  1774  and  ending  the  31st  July 
1775  ; but  we  do  not  mean  to  include  in  that  sum  the  £5000  for 
which  you  are  permitted  pursuant  to  the  said  Act  to  grant  certificates 
to  the  commanders  and  officers  of  each  of  the  Company '’s  ships  during 
the  course  of  the  voyage. 

The  bills  you  may  draw  for  at  2s.  5d.  each  Bombay  rupee  and  they 
must  be  made  payable  at  12  months  and  not  at  365  days  after  sight 
without  interest,  and  the  certificates  must  be  made  out  as  usual 
without  mentioning  either  the  rate  of  exchange  or  the  term  for 
payments 

Court  to  Bombay,  10th  March  1775  : Having  taken  into  our 
consideration  the  rates  of  exchange  for  which  bills  are  drawn  upen  us, 
we  have  thought  fit  to  reduce  the  same  in  the  following  manner  : 

From  Bombay  at  2s.  3d.  the  Bombay  rupee  ; from  Bengal  at  2s.  Id. 

the  current  rupee ; from  Fort  St.  George  at  7s.  4d.  the  pagoda ; and 

from  China  and  Fort  Marlborough  at  5s.  the  Sjianish  dollar. 

W^e  hereby  authorize  and  permit  you  to  draw  upon  us  for  one 
year  commencing  the  1st  August  1775  and  ending  the  31st  July  1776, 
for  £30,000  sterling  to  be  remitted  by  our  civil  and  military 
servants;  and  the  further  sum  of  £15,000  sterling  for  the  benefit  of 


1 Court  to  Bombay  24th  Nov.  1772  paras  7 • 10,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol  9 
01  1772-  1777,68-71. 

1 Court  to  Bombay  11th  Feb.  1774,  paras  13  • 16,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Yol  9 
of  1772-1777,  123-  125. 
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free  merchants  and  others  not  in  the  Company's  service^  and  on 
account  of  deceased  persons^  estates  and  of  persons  returned  from  the 
East  Indies.^ 

Court  to  Bombay,  16th  April  1777  : We  permit  you  to  draw  upon 
us  this  year  for  the  sum  of  £45,000  at  the  rate  of  2s.  3d.  the  Bombay 
rupee.  You  are  in  no  case  to  exceed  that  amount.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  5th  March  1783;  It  being* 
necessary  to  fix  at  what  value  we  shall  issue  the  rupee  to  his  Majesty^ s 
troops  agreeable  to  the  request  in  the  paymaster's  letter  read  last 
Council  day  — Ilesolved  according  to  the  Honourable  Company'^s 
orders  that  the  amount  of  his  Majesty^ s troops^  subsistence  be  paid 
at  the  exchange  of  Bs.  2 4 as.  the  current  Bengal  rupee  (value 
110  for  100  Bombay  rupees).  But  the  additional  and  extra  allowance, 
borne  by  the  Company,  at  the  same  rate  as  their  olFicers  receive  it, 

1 namely  at  2s.  6d.  the  Bombay  rupee.^ 

The  following  extracts  relate  to  questions  connected  with  interest  and 
> loans  : 

Paragraph  76  of  the  CourCs  letter  of  15th  March  1733,  confirms  a 
bylaw  against  exorbitant  usury 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  27th  September  1734,  directs 
that  the  bylaw  confirmed  by  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors  for 
1 preventing  extravagant  interest  being  taken  on  small  sums  of  money, 
be  translated  into  the  Portuguese  and  Gentu  languages  and  affixed  in 
. the  usual  places,  in  order  to  be  the  more  publicly  known  amongst  the 
j inhabitants.® 

Letter  from  the  MayoBs  Court  to  Bombay  Government,  6th 
November  1734:  We  take  this  opportunity  to  desire  your  Honour 
will  recommend  home  two  more  bylaws,  one  in  favour  of  Respondentia 
Lenders  who,  the  Court  thinks,  ought  to  have  a right  in  the  ship 
and  cargo  their  risk  is  on,  prior  to  other  bond  creditors.  The 
other  for  the  relief  of  Indian  creditors  of  persons  dying  here 
insolvent  being  indebted  likewise  in  England  ; the  Court  esteeming 
it  a great  hardship  that  the  India  creditors^  money  should  be  paid 
away  to  the  English  creditors  though  the  insolvent  person  brought  no 
effects  out  with  him.® 

Bombay  Government  to  MayoEs  Court,  15th  November  1734: 
AYith  the  utmost  willingness  we  shall  recommend  to  the  Court  of 
Directors  the  establishing  the  other  two  bylaws  mentioned  in  your 
letter,  being  convinced  that  they  are  entirely  consistent  with  reason 
; and  justice.^ 

^ Court  to  Bombay  lOtli  March  1775  paras.  15  and  IG,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol. 
9 01  1772-1777,  200. 

2 Court  to  Bombay  IGtli  April  1777  para.  6,  Pub.  Dep.  Court  Letters  Vol.  9 of 
1772-  1777,  320. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  6th  March  1783,  Pub.  Diary  81  of  1783.  Comp,  of  Stand- 
ing Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1769-1788,  312. 

•1  Comp,  of  standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1716-1721,  202. 

5 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  27th  Sept.  1734,  Pub.  Diary  7 of  1734,  170. 

6 Pub.  Diary  7 of  1734,  211. 

7 Bom.  Gov.  to  the  Mayor’s  Court  15th  Nov.  1734,  Pub.  Diary  7 of  1734.  215. 
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The  following  extracts  relate  to  the  establishment  and  history  of  the 
Bank : 

Conrt  to  Bombay,  21st  February  1717  : As  the  increase  of  trade  has  a 
natural  tendency  to  increase  our  revenues,  we  shall  here,  in  answer  to 
the  72nd  paragraph  of  the  letter  of  the  21st  January  proposing  leave  to 
settle  a Bank  of  a lakh  of  rupees  for  the  enlarging  the  trade  at  Bombay, 
tell  you  that  we  consent  thereto,  provided  you  take  effectual  and  con- 
stant care  to  secure  the  repayment  of  the  money  by  sufficient  pledges 
of  goods  or  other  securities  and  that  it  be  lent  as  you  propose  at  nine 
per  cent  interest.  Let  us  know  what  good  effect  it  hath  every 
year.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  20th  June  1720  : As  the  setting 
a Bank  on  this  Island  will  indisputably  be  for  the  mutual  benefit  and 
advantage  both  of  the  Right  Honourable  Company  and  the  inhabitants 
by  the  increase  of  the  trade  and  revenues  thereof,  and  our  Honourable 
Masters  having  been  pleased  to  encourage  this  proposal  in  the  7drd 
paragraph  of  their  letter  by  the  Addison,  the  President  moves  that 
Messrs.  Brown  and  Phillipps  be  appointed  for  his  assistance  in  that 
affair  and  that  they  prepare  a scheme  for  the  more  regular  carrying 
on  the  same,  to  be  laid  before  the  Board  for  their  approbation.  This 
is  approved  and  agreed  to.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  25th  Jnly  1720  : Letter  from 
Messrs.  W.  Brown  and  O.  Phillipps  to  the  Honourable  C.  Boone 
President  and  Governor  at  Bombay.  By  virtue  of  the  order  of 
Council  to  us  the  20th  June  1720,  to  prepare  and  lay  before  your 
Honour  a scheme  for  erecting  and  establishing  a Bank  on  Bombay 
for  supplying  the  merchants  with  sums  of  money  whereby  they  may 
the  better  be  enabled  to  extend  and  carry  on  the  growing  trade  of 
this  Island  according  to  the  direction  and  indulgence  of  our  Honourable 
Masters,  we  humbly  offer  the  following  proposals  : 

1.  J'hat  a sum  not  exceeding  Rs.  1,00,000  be  taken  out  of  the 
Right  Honourable  Company's  cash  and  be  set  apart  and  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  as  the  capital  stock  for  the  Bank  of  Bombay. 

2.  That  the  care  and  management  of  the  said  stock  and  all  the 
transactions  of  the  Bank  be  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
Governor  and  two  of  the  members  of  Council  whom  he  shall  appoint, 
who  shall  keep  books  and  enter  therein  all  their  proceedings  in  the 
discharge  of  this  trust,  and  once  a year,  namely  in  the  month  of  J uly, 
deliver  into  Council  an  account  of  the  interest  made  and  gained  on  the 
money  lent  and  issued  out  by  the  Bank,  and  pay  the  same  into  the 
treasury  for  the  use  of  the  Right  Honourable  Company. 

3.  That  any  person  or  persons  inhabitant  on  Bombay  whether 
native  or  the  Right  Honourable  Company's  covenanted  or  hired 
servants  may  borrow  or  take  up  money  of  the  Bank  upon  giving 
security  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  managers  aforesaid.  This  security 


^ Court  to  Bombay  21st  Feb.  1717  para,  73.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol,  1 of 
1715-1721,152. 

" Bom.  Cov.  Consultation  20tb  June  1720,  Pub.  Diary  1 of  1720,  89.  Forrest’s  Home 
Series,  II.  17. 
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shall  be  either  by  a deposit  of  goods  to  the  full  value  of  the  money 
lent  (and  in  such  case  the  borrower  may  retain  and  keep  the  money  for 
one  whole  year  or  until  he  can  dispose  of  those  goods  and  receive  in 
the  money  for  the  same  which  shall  soon  happen)  or  otherwise  the 
borrower  shall  procure  one  substantial  merchant  or  other  inhabitant 
of  the  2:)lace  to  be  joint  security  in  a bond  with  him  to  repay  the  said 
money  and  interest  thereon  within  the  term  of  six  calendar  months. 

4.  That  in  consideration  the  Eight  Honourable  Company  have 
given  us  leave  to  issue  out  of  their  cash  the  sums  to  be  advanced  from 
the  said  Bank ; that  therefore  they  be  allowed  by  the  borrowers  an 
interest  for  the  same  after  the  rate  of  9 j^er  cent  per  annum  until 
the  principal  and  interest  is  paid. 

5.  In  consideration  of  the  trouble  and  charges  of  the  management 
of  the  affairs  and  transactions  of  the  said  Bank  every  borrower  shall 
upon  his  entering  into  a bond  for  the  money  then  lent  hing  j)ay  to  the 
managers  one  per  cent  for  their  said  trouble. 

6.  That  as  a further  encouragement  to  the  borrower^  the  Bank 
shall  be  obliged  to  receive  from  him  at  any  time  iij)on  tender  thereof, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  times  limited  in  the  third  article  above, 
any  even  sum  or  sums  of  money  (not  less  than  Es.  100)  in  part  of 
his  debt  and  the  interest  of  such  part  so  j)aid  shall  from  thenceforth 
cease  and  determine.  Similarly  for  goods  deposited  the  owners  shall 
have  free  liberty  at  all  times  to  show  and  dispose  thereof  in  whole  or 
in  part;  and  upon  paying  the  produce  into  the  Bank,  the  same  shall 
be  accepted  and  received  in  j)art  or  in  full  payment  of  the  debt 
according  to  the  amount  thereof. 

7.  That  any  person  who  borrows  of  the  Bank  may  have  cash- 
notes  if  they  choose  the  same  rather  than  money.  The  said  notes  to 
be  signed  by  the  managers  and  sealed  with  the  Eight  Honourable 
CompanyT  seal,  (whereof  none)  shall  be  for  less  than  Es.  50  and 
shall  run  (in  the)  following  manner:  Tombay  14th  July  1720. 

We  promise  to  pay or  order  at  demand  50  silver  rup)ees  current 

of  Bombay  on  account  of  the  Bank.  (Sd.)  A.  (Sd.)  B.  (Sd.)  C. 

8.  And  if  any  person  shall  lend  to  the  Bank  any  sum  of  money  of 
Es.  100  or  upwards  for  the  term  of  six  months  certain,  he  shall  have 
a note  signed  and  sealed  as  aforesaid  bearing  interest  at  one  dugdni 
a day  for  Es.  100  and  payable  also  at  demand  after  the  expiration 
of  the  said  six  months  to  him  or  order  by  endorsement ; Bombay  14th 

July  1720.  We  promise  to  pay or  order  Es.  lOO  current  of 

Bombay,  together  with  the  interest  at  one  dugdni  a day  from  the  date 
hereof  for  Es.  100  on  demand  after  the  expiration  of  six  calendar 
months  for  and  on  account  of  the  Bank  of  Bombay.^ 

' Messrs.  Brown  and  Phillipps  now  deliver  in  their  above  scheme  for 
setting  on  foot  a Bank  on  this  Island,  agreeable  to  an  order  of  Council 
of  the  20th  ultimo,  when  they  likewise  acquainted  the  Board  they  had 
talked  with  the  most  eminent  black  merchants  about  it,  who  were  well 
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satisfied  with  the  proposal  and  voluntarily  offered  the  one  per  cent  to 
the  managers  for  their  trouble.  The  same  having  been  duly  weighed 
and  maturely  considered,  ordered  that  Messrs.  Walter  Brown  and 
Owen  Bhillipps  prepoare  a place  for  an  office,  a seal  and  books  and  be 
ready  to  open  the  same,  agreeable  to  the  scheme  abovementioned,  when 
we  see  convenient  for  our  Honourable  Masters’’  interest  so  to  do.^ 

Published  22nd  December  1720  a proclamation  that  the  Bank  is  now 
erected  on  the  conditions  on  which  it  is  established.^ 

Court  to  Bombay,  20th  March  1744:  You  did  well  the  30th 
December  in  appointing  a committee  to  examine  into  the  Bank  debts 
and  the  sufficiency  of  the  several  securities,  as  sums  are  said  to  have 
been  lent  upon  personal  bonds,  and  as  the  houses  and  oarts  mortgaged 
for  many  years  may  be  decayed.  We  expect  that  on  the  committee 
making  a report  effectual  care  was  taken  to  prevent  our  suffering  in 
any  instance  whatsoever.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  26th  October  1744  : Report  of 
the  Bank  debts  and  securities  made  by  Messrs.  John  Morley  George 
Dudley  and  John  Munro,  dated  Bombay  26th  October  1744.  We 
being  some  time  ago  app)ointed  a committee  to  examine  into  the  state 
of  the  Bank  debts  and  securities,  have  unavoidably  been  prevented 
hitherto  from  making  any  report  of  our  enquiry  therein  and  laying  the 
same  before  your  Honour  as  we  were  willing  to  have  the  fullest 
and  best  information  relating  thereto  as  could  be  possibly  obtained. 
In  order  that  we  might  be  thoroughly  satisfied  whether  the  securities 
given  for  money  borrowed  from  the  Bank  are  at  present  really  suffi- 
cient or  not,  as  most  of  the  debts  due  are  of  a long  standing  and  the 
value  of  the  houses  and  landed  estates  mortgaged  of  course  greatly 
diminished,  we  directed  the  engineer  and  vereadores  of  Bombay  and 
Mahim  to  make  a true  and  as  exact  a valuation  as  they  could  of  the 
several  houses  oarts  and  batty  grounds  situated  within  their  respective 
districts.  That  they  were  not  able  to  finish  this  valuation  till  the 
rains  were  over  is  the  chief  reason  that  we  could  not  complete  this 
enquiry  sooner.  But  they  having  at  length  finished  it  and  delivered 
their  valuation  of  the  whole,  we  herewith  lay  the  same  before  your 
Honour  for  your  notice  and  observation.  'We  have  likewise  caused 
the  registers  of  the  MayoHs  court  to  be  scrutinized  that  we  might 
know  whether  any  of  the  Bank  securities  were  mortgaged  to  other 
persons  before  their  borrowing  money  from  the  Company.  But  upon 
the  strictest  examination  we  have  not  found  above  one  instance  of  its  being 
done  and  therefore  we  have  recommended  the  debt  to  be  recovered  or  fresh 
security  given  as  your  Honour  may  esteem  proper.  And  that  your 
Honour  may  have  at  once  a clear  view  of  the  state  of  the  Bank  debts  and 
securities,  we  now  present  your  Honour  with  a full  and  as  exact  an 
account  thereof  as  we  can  possibly  ccllrct  to  this  time,  wherein  the 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  25tli  July  1720,  Pub.  Diary  1 of  1720.  118,  Forrest’s 
Home  Series,  II.  31.  ^ Pub.  Diary  1 of  1720,  187. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  20tb  March  1744  para.  72,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  3 of 
1742-1751,  72. 
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names  of  the  borrowers,  dates  of  bonds  whether  mortgage  or  simple, 
the  sums  borrowed,  what  at  present  is  outstanding,  the  nature  of  the 
securities,  where  situated,  their  present  value,  sufficiency  or  insufficiency 
thereof,  are  particularly  specified  with  such  remarks  thereon  as  we 
esteem  proper  and  to  which  we  request  you  will  please  to  be  referred. 
Upon  a view  of  this  state  your  Honour  will  observe  that  some  of 
the  debts  are  of  twenty  years  standing,  and  many  of  them  above  ten 
whereby  the  securities  given  are  greatly  lessened  in  their  value,  and 
several  of  the  oarts  and  batty  grounds  pledged  have  been  sold  or  other- 
wise alienated,  by  which  means  the  Company  may  be  put  to  great 
trouble  and  charge  before  they  can  be  reimbursed  what  they  have  lent 
thereon.  Thei’efore  lest  the  Bank  should  suffer  by  their  continuing 
! any  longer  in  this  state,  we  humbly  apprehend  that  all  such  bonds 
i might  to  be  paid  off  without  delay.  To  prevent  any  such  practice 
I in  future,  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  all  mortgage  and  simple 
I bonds  be  paid  off  and  cancelled  once  in  five  years  at  furthest.  And 
1 that,  before  any  money  be  issued  from  the  Bank,  fresh  securities  be 
' given  and  a new  valuation  made  of  the  estate  and  the  owneffs  title  be 
f fully  examined. 

It  has  hitherto  been  customary  to  lend  upon  houses  and  oarts  and 
; batty  grounds  near  the  full  value  of  what  they  have  been  esteemed  by 
I the  vereadores  and  other  proper  judges  to  be  wmrth.  But  as  the  risk  of 
: lending  upon  houses  is  much  greater  than  upon  a landed  estate  which 
i is  not  subject  to  so  many  casualties  as  house  property,  and  besides  if  the 
- debt  is  outstanding  some  years,  as  hath  hitherto  been  the  case,  the  houses 
' will  be  subject  to  decay  and  at  length  be  reduced  to  a small  value.  We 
i therefore  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  that  in  time  to  come  only 
one-half  of  the  value  of  any  houses  offered  to  be  mortgaged  be  lent 
thereon  and  not  above  two-thirds  or  three-fourths  of  the  value  of  any 
oarts  or  batty  grounds.  This  precaution  with  the  renewal  of  such 
mortgage  and  security  every  five  years  as  above  proposed  wfill  effectu- 
ally prevent  all  insufficient  securities.  Notwithstanding  this  valuation 
when  the  money  is  lent  we  think  it  would  be  pro])er  to  have  the 
oarts  houses  and  batty  grounds  inspected  by  proper  jiersoiis  every  two 
or  three  years  at  furthest. 

During  the  course  of  this  enquiry  we  find  that  several  persons  who 
have  borrowed  money  are  dead,  nor  have  their  heirs  discharged  the 
1 bonds  since  their  decease.  This  we  humbly  apprehend  ought  to  be 
' taken  care  of  in  future.  In  every  such  case  the  heir  should  be 
obliged  upon  the  death  of  his  ancestor  either  to  discharge  the  bond  or 
renew  it  in  his  own  name  aud  give  such  security  as  the  managers  of 
the  Bank  shall  judge  proper. 

It  appears  to  us  that  several  small  sums  under  Es.  200  have  from 
time  to  time  been  lent  to  necessitous  persons  upon  trifling  securities 
many  of  which  are  still  outstanding,  though  they  have  been  of  a iono* 
date  j and  as  we  are  informed,  it  is  with  some  difficulty  and  trouble 
that  the  interest  can  be  recovered.  We  therefore  think  proper  to 
recommend  to  your  Honour  that  all  sums  under  Its.  200  be  forthwith 
collected,  and  that  no  sum  under  that  amount  be  hereafter  lent  to  any 
person  whatsoever. 
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The  whole  amount  of  the  Bank  debts  now  outstanding  is  Bs.  1 ,00,81 3, 
whereof  Rs.  42,900  is  upon  persoDal  security,  lately  borrowed,  uhieh 
being  owing  by  people  of  undoubted  credit  and  besides  two  or  more 
persons  being  bound  jointly  and  separately  in  most  of  the  bonds,  we 
esteem  the  money  secure;  and  therefore  your  Honour  may  either 
continue  it  in  their  hands  or  recover  it  as  you  think  most  proper. 

Rupji  Hhanji  borrowed  Rs.  1000,  the  17th  August  1721,  without 
any  security  or  person  bound  for  him  in  the  bond,  and  as  no  part  of 
this  debt  has  as  yet  (1744)  been  discharged,  we  think  it  ought  to  be 
paid  oh  directly,  or  another  person  joined  with  him  in  a new  bond,  or 
such  security  given  for  it  as  your  Honour  shall  think 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  14th  December  1744:  The 
report  of  Messrs.  Morley,  Dudley,  and  Munro  of  the  state  of  the  Bank 
debts  and  securities  is  now  considered.  As  it  is  necessary  that  that 
part  of  the  Honourable  Com]5any^s  estate  should  be  under  some  regula- 
tions, the  Board  unanimously  agree  that  all  mortgage  and  simple  bonds 
of  above  five  years  outstanding  be  renewed  or  called  in,  and  that  here- 
after only  half  their  value  be  lent  on  houses  and  two-thirds  of  their 
value  on  oarts  and  batty  grounds.  That  the  mortgages  be  duly 
inspected  every  two  years  or  oftener  if  necessary,  and  a new  valuation 
made  thereon;  and,  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  borrowers,  their  bonds 
be  paid  off  or  renewed  by  their  heirs  with  proper  security.  That 
the  amounts  of  all  bonds  under  Rs.  200  be  immediately  called  in, 
and  though  the  practice  of  lending  upon  good  personal  security  may 
be  continued  no  less  sum  than  Rs.  h'OO  to  be  lent  hereafter.  Ordered 
that  the  above  regulation  be  copied,  and  that,  with  the  papers 
delivered  in  by  the  committee,  they  be  lodged  with  the  assistant 
manager  of  the  Bank.” 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  24th  May  1748  ; As  the  Bank 
money  by  the  present  practice  of  letting  it  out  on  bonds  continually 
renewable,  though  the  securities  be  good,  may  get  into  particular  hands 
and  thereby  not  answer  the  circulating  of  it  in  trade  for  which  it  was 
intended,  it  is  therefore  resolved  that  all  bonds  of  five  years  standing  be 
instantly  paid  off  and  that  the  like  method  be  observed  in  future.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  31st  July  1750  : Read  a 
petition  from  12  Fazandars  of  Mahim  representing*  that  they  have 
borrowed  money  of  the  Bank  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  6250  for  security  of 
which  their  estates  are  mortgaged,  and  that  they  have  regularly  paid 
interest  for  the  same  every  six  months  and  are  ready  to  do  so  in  future ; 
but  that  the  assistant  to  the  managers  of  the  Bank  having  demanded 
the  principal  as  well  as  interest,  they  were  not  able  at  present  to  comply 
therewith  and  therefore  request  the  space  of  four  months  to  j^ay  it  in. 
Upon  this  it  is  observed  that  for  some  years  it  has  been  a standing 
rule  to  demand  the  principal  of  all  moneys  borrowed  of  the  Bank 
whether  upon  mortgage  or  simple  bond  securities  once  in  five  years,  by 


1 Puk.  Diary  17  of  17U,  .S19-322. 

" Boni.  (iov.  Consultation  14tli  Dec.  1714,  Pub.  Diary  17  of  1744,  382. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  24tli  May  1748,  Pub.  Diary  21  of  1748,  173, 


Materials.] 

AND  ISLAND.  245 

such  means  to  prevent  as  mudi  as  possible  its  fund  from  being  absorbed 
in  dead  securities^  and  that  the  Bank  may  always  have  a sufficiency  in  it 
to  answer  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  established.  However  as  it  is 
considered  that  all  trade  is  entirely  stagnated  during  the  rains  and  that 
there  is  a scarcity  of  money  at  this  time  upon  the  island^  resolved 
that  they  be  indulged  wdth  three  months  time  to  clear  their  respective 
debts  of  which  the  Secretary  is  directed  to  acquaint  the  assistant  to 
the  managers  of  the  Baiik.^ 

Bombav  Government  Consultation^  26th  October  1770  : Letter  from 
Air.  W.  Tayler  to  the  President,  7th  October  1770.  The  very  great 
distress  our  Honourable  Alasters  as  well  as  this  Presidency  in  general 
labour  undor  for  want  of  a flowing  cash  or  some  general  currency,  has 
become  an  object  of  serious  consideration.  This  is  especially  the  case  as 
we  have  been  disappointed  of  the  resources  the  President  expected  to 
! have  had  it  in  his  power  to  have  furnished  us  with.  As  appeared  from 
what  passed  at  our  last  Consultation,  except  the  very  inadequate 
sum  that  may  be  paid  into  the  treasury  at  2s.  4d.  the  ru2:)ee,  we  are 
not  to  flatter  ourselves  with  the  hojoes  of  any  large  sums  unless  by 
: raising  the  exchange  to  Comjoany^s  servants.  This,  exclusive  of  its 
being  but  a temporary  remedy,  I can  by  no  means  think  we  are 
1 authorized  at  |)resent  to  do.  I therefore  beg  leave  to  propose  for  your 
] consideration  the  following  modes  for  frustrating  tht.  great  inconveniences 
' we  must  otherwise  become  liable  to,  which,  besides  remedying  the 
) evil,  will  be  attended  with  very  lucrative  advantage  to  our  Honour- 
: able  Employers.  In  the  first  place  if  the  debt  due  from  the  treasury 
j to  the  Bank  was  to  be  repaid  not  by  specie  (that  being  impossible) 

[ but  by  bills  of  the  nature  of  Bank  notes,  and  lent  to  those  who 
I might  apply  on  the  present  terms  of  security,  it  would  be  one 
> certain  mode  of  relief  and  yield  to  the  Honourable  Company  a 
^ sure  yearly  profit  of  near  Es.  72,000.  These  bills  might  be  from 
[ Es.  40  in  value  each  or  less  to  Es.  400  or  more  as  might  be  judged 
1 most  convenient.  Secondly,  if  the  Bank  was  to  be  opened  for  the 
’j  receipt  of  all  private  moneys  on  the  terms  of  allowing  an  interest 
: of  6 per  cent  on  all  sums  to  be  lent  out  again  on  an  interest  of 
i 9 per  cent  (sufficient  security  given),  the  agio  of  3 cent  would 
■ be  clear  profit  to  our  Honourable  Employers.  I presume  few  wdio 
i live  under  the  Company’s  protection  would  not  prefer  to  lodge 
i their  fortunes  in  the  Company’s  Bank  to  2)lacing  them  in  the  hands 
I of  private  shroffs  whose  practice  is  to  receive  money  in  this 
I manner  from  which  they  reap  great  advantages.  To  obviate  any 
( objections  that  may  be  made  from  apprehension  of  the  Bank 
( being  overrun  by  too  large  demands  upon  it,  this  addition  to  the 
J currency  of  the  place  and  the  general  utility  of  the  measure  will 

I prevent  any  such  risk.  Private  persons  never  can  and  the 
Company’s  servants  it  is  to  be  hoped  never  would  make  any  such 
, attempt.  On  the  contrary  they  would  support  the  Bank  to  the 
utmost  and  have  it  much  in  their  power  to  do  so.  However  for 
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convenience  sake  a certain  number  of  days  of  grace  might  be 
limited  in  the  conditions  for  drawing  out  the  sums  deposited,  or 
a greater  or  lesser  number  of  days  in  proportion  to  the  sums.  No 
bad  consequences  I conceive  can  ensue  from  these  proposals  being 
carried  into  execution,  for  as  long  as  the  Honourable  Company’s 
credit  lasts,  the  bills  will  have  their  validity.  The  great  ease  they 
imply  in  transacting  business  and  the  security  they  give  to  private 
persons  must  be  too  obvious  to  need  expatiating  on.  The  pecuniary 
advantages  to  our  Honourable  Employers  are  certain.  Above  all 
in  future  any  occasion  of  exposing  their  emergencies,  as  has  lately 
been  most  scandalously  the  case,  will  be  avoided.  For  certainly 
a more  poisonous  stab  cannot  be  given  to  their  credit  than  refusing 
at  the  treasury  to  transfer  their  bills.  Under  the  new  proposal 
whenever  there  is  flowing  cash  the  bills  if  thought  necessary  cam 
at  any  time  be  called  in.^ 

On  receipt  of  the  above  letter  the  Board  observe  : Upon  this 
occasion  Mr.  Tayler  delivers  the  above  letter,  proposing  as  a mo^e 
of  easing  the  place  in  point  of  currency  the  issuing  of  bills  from 
the  Bank  on  loans  upon  the  present  security.  This  being  duly  con- 
sidered we  are  of  opinion  that  though  it  will  not  be  of  any  im- 
mediate remedy  to  the  present  very  great  scarcity  of  specie  it  will 
be  attended  with  great  future  convenience  to  the  trade  of  the 
island,  exclusive  of  the  very  great  advantage  our  Honourable 
Masters  will  derive  from  the  interest  arising  thereon.  Resolved 
therefore  that  this  proposal  of  Mr.  Tayler  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion and  that  notes  be  immediately  prepared  to  the  amount  of  the 
debt  due  from  the  treasury  to  the  Bank  being  with  interest  about 
Bs.  8,00,000.  The  notes  to  be  from  Rs.  40  to  Rs.  1000  each  signed 
by  the  Managers  of  the  Bank  and  sealed  with  the  Honourable 
Company’s  seal.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  14th  November  1770  : The 
President  acquaints  the  Board  that  in  conversation  with  Mr.  Robert 
Blachford,  the  person  lately  come  out  by  permission  of  the  Honourable 
Company  to  settle  the  late  Mr.  Spencer^ s affairs,  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  plan  for  bank  notes,  Mr.  Blachford  stated  he  had  been  bred  up 
in  the  banking  business  and  was  desirous  of  giving  some  hints  for  the 
improvement  of  the  bank  note  scheme.  This  the  President  permitted 
and  now  lays  the  same  before  the  Board,  which  with  the  letter  from 
Mr.  Tayler  on  the  same  subject  is  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
committee  of  accounts.^ 

Mr.  BlachfoiMs  Flints : - The  Company  owe  the  Bank  8 lakhs  to 
discharge  which  notes  shall  be  delivered  out  from  Rs.  1000  to  Rs.  20. 
That  the  notes  shall  bear  an  interest  of  6 per  cent  to  commence  from 
their  date,  which  will  be  the  day  they  were  lent  on  loan  or  by  money 


1 Pub.  Diary  56  of  1770,  570  - 571. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  26tli  Oct.  1770,  Pub.  Diary  56  of  1770,  563.  Forrest’s 
Home  Series,  II.  164. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  14tli  Nov.  1770,  Pub.  Diary  56  of  1770,  629  -630. 
Forrest’s  Home  Series,  II.  165, 
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paid  into  the  Bank.  That  as  much  trouble  will  arise  in  paying  notes 
that  have  been  taken  out  but  a day  or  two^  it  is  to  be  recommended  that 
no  interest  shall  be  calculated  on  any  note  or  notes  except  they  be  o£  ten 
days  standing.  This  will  prevent  persons  from  lodging  money  over- 
night and  drawing  it  out  the  next  morning  for  the  sake  of  the  day^s 
interest.  That  a person  borrowing  money  of  the  Bank  shall  be  under 
the  necessity  of  taking  notes  to  encourage  the  circulation  by  which  he 
can  be  a loser  only  of  the  difference  between  6 and  9 per  cent  for  ten 
days,  as  all  notes  will  be  then  payable  at  the  Bank  on  payment  being 
demanded  with  interest  thereon  for  the  ten  days  as  well  as  for  any 
time  over  and  above.  That  the  Bank  will  not  lend  the  said  notes 
under  9 per  cent.  That  it  will  be  necessary  at  the  first  setting  out 
I with  the  proposed  plan  that  the  treasury  should  assist  the  Bank  with  one- 
: third  of  8 lakhs  in  specie  and  that  the  treasury  retain  in  their  hands  notes 
: to  the  said  amount  to  be  returned  when  the  specie  is  repaid.  This  specie 
will  be  absolutely  necessary  although  it  may  not  be  used.  F or,  should  any 
note  appear  for  payment  at  the  expiration  of  ten  days  and  not  be  dis- 
; charged,  the  credit  of  the  Bank  will  then  be  stopped  and  no  person 
. will  receive  again  as  current  that  which  he  cannot  depend  on  when  he 
may  stand  in  need  of  his  money.  That  the  Bank  will  certainly  clear 
: 3 per  cent  upon  the  notes  taken  out,  supposing  them  to  remain  in  the 
: hands  of  individuals  ever  so  short  a time  ; for  as  th«)  capital  of  the  Bank 
should  not  be  diminished  but  by  money  being  lent  for  the  service  of 
i trade,  there  never  should  be  less  in  their  power  to  lend  than  the  8 lakhs 
' which  was  their  principal  stock  before  the  Company  were  so  much 
: indebted.  The  notes  being  payable  in  ten  days  and  bearing  interest  for 
. that  time,  will  get  the  better  of  the  shroffs  as  they  would  not  find  it 
j answer  to  take  money  for  so  short  a time.  Even  supposing  they 
; should,  the  Bank  will  certainly  have  the  preference  more  especially 
when  the  interest  given  is  equal.  The  form  ot  the  notes  should  be  as 
I near  those  of  the  Bank  of  England  as  possible  particularly  in  this  part, — 
: For  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England.  Otherwise  was 
> any  accident  to  happen  to  the  Company,  every  gentleman  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  whose  dej^artment  it  may  be  to  sign  the  notes,  will  in  law  be 
answerable  equal  to  his  granting  a note  of  hand  on  account  of  his 
own  private  concern.  But  if  they  sign— For  the  Court  of  Directors 
of  the  United  East  India  Company — then  the  Company  alone  are  liable 
and  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council  into  whose  care  the  management  of 
the  Bank  is  entrusted,  will  be  safe.  The  Bank  should  be  opened  with 
notes  agreeable  to  the  following  numbers  for  each  lakh,  namely  : 


Notes. 

Value. 

Total  Amount. 

10  of  Bs.  looo 

each 

10,000 

24 

„ 500 

jj 

12,000 

24 

„ 300 

7200 

100 

„ 200 

)) 

20,000 

200 

„ 100 

5) 

20,000 

400 

„ 50 

20,000 

540 

„ 20 

JJ 

10,800 

1298 

1,00,000 

That  after  the  Bank  has  been  some  time  established,  the  managers 
will  be  able  to  judge  for  what  notes  there  appears  the  greatest  demand. 
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When  that  is  ascertained,  notes  for  which  there  has  been  no  call,  shall 
be  destroyed  and  to  their  amount  others  shall  be  signed  which  may 
appear  to  be  most  wanted.  That  whenever  small  notes  begin  to  circu- 
late, the  Bank  will  find  a great  advantage,  as  the  different  persons  in 
whose  hands  they  may  be,  will  think  6 per  cent  a very  good  interest  on 
money  which  they  can  at  anytime  command.  Consequently  two-thirds 
of  the  small  notes  will  in  all  likelihood  remain  out,  if  we  are  to  form  any 
judgment  from  those  delivered  from  the  Bank  of  England.  That  notes 
being  current  and  the  interest  on  them  accumulating  every  day  at  six 
per  cent  will  in  a short  lime  perhaps  carry  a premium  with  them,  as  the 
India  bonds  do  in  England  ; because  the  Bank  intending  to  issue  no 
more  than  8 lakhs  cannot  after  the  delivery  to  that  amount  (except  for 
notes  brought  in  for  payment)  grant  any  more  without  enlarging  the 
present  proposed  plan.  Five  per  cent  can  be  got  in  England  on  very 
good  personal  security,  on  mortgage,  and  4 per  cent  in  the  funds. 
Yet  India  bonds,  because  the  money  may  be  commanded  at  any  time^ 
carry  a premium,  although  they  only  bear  an  interest  of  3 per  cent. 
By  this  we  may  judge  that  per  cent  or  2 p)er  cent  is  no  object  for 
a person  who  is  uncertain  how  long  he  will  be  able  to  lend  out  his 
money,  and  that  the  difference  of  interest  is  not  to  be  put  in  competi- 
tion with  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  money  is  not  only  safe 
but  ready.  That  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  there  should  be  some 
limitation  regarding  what  may  be  lent  any  one  person.  Otherwise  a very 
few  may  engage  the  8 lakhs  ; in  which  case  the  thorough  circulation  will 
stop  and  the  Bank  so  newly  established  on  the  principle  proposed  will  not 
be  able  to  go  on  at  least  with  so  little  specie  as  one-third  of  the  capital. 
Therefore  no  one  person  should  be  lent  more  than  Es.  8000  at  one 
time,  and  the  Bank  to  judge  should  any  second  application  be  made. 
That  the  Bank  would  find  a very  great  advantage  by  opening 
accounts  current,  allowing  thereon  an  interest  of  5 per  cent,  as 
then  all  persons  will  be  enabled  to  receive  interest  for  every  rupee 
for  which  they  have  no  immediate  occasion,  and  be  at  liberty  to 
draw  on  the  Bank  whenever  they  may  stand  in  need  of  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  the  money.  This  will  be  a check  on  any  persoiEs  own 
books  and  will  prevent  Purvoes  from  making  use  of  or  embezzling 
any  large  sums  of  money  as  the  owner  will  then  have  occasion  but 
for  a trifling  sum  to  defray  petty  expenses.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  16th  January  1771  : Beport 
from  the  Committee  of  Accounts  to  the  President  and  Council,  dated 
15th  January  1771.  Met  to  take  into  consideration  a letter  from 
Mr.  William  Tayler  proposing  a mode  for  easing  the  place  in  point  of 
currency  by  issuing  bills  from  the  Bank  together  with  some  hints 
from  Mr.  Robert  Blachford  on  the  same  subject,  referred  to  us  by  the 
Board  the  15th  instant  (November  1770),  also  the  undermentioned 
books  and  accounts  referred  under  the  following  dates.  Plaving 
perused  Mr.  Robert  Blachford’s  remarks  referred  to  us  by  the  Board 
we  are  of  opinion  what  he  proposes  is  very  proper,  and  that  when- 
ever our  treasury  will  admit  of  our  repaying  to  the  Bank  two  or  three 


1 Pub.  Diary  56  of  1770,  642-646.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  II,  1 55  - 167. 
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lakhs  of  rupees^  the  same  may  be  carried  into  execution,  and  may  be 
attended  with  great  advantages  to  the  trade  of  the  island.  But  Mr. 
Blachford  not  being  immediately  in  the  Company’s  employ,  we  are 
apprehensive  that  referring  such  a point  to  him  may  not  meet  with  the 
tionoarable  Company’s  approbation ; and  even  if  it  was  at  present 
practicable,  we  would  recommend  that  the  plan  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion upon  a smaller  scale.  In  order  to  enable  the  Board  the  more 
speedily  to  carry  the  same  into  execution  we  would  propose  that 
if  procurable,  two  lakhs  of  rupees  be  borrowed  for  a twelve-month 
I certain  at  nine  per  cent  and  that  all  persons  who  borrow  any  sums 
'from  the  Bank,  either  in  money  or  notes,  shall  execute  bonds  for  the 
I same  at  nine  per  cent  and  a term  for  six  months’  certain,  with  the 
I same  security  as  heretofore  practised  on  all  loans  taken  from  the 
iBank.  On  any  sums  paid  before  the  expiration  of  the  six  months 
I in  part  discharge  of  such  bonds,  no  payments  to  be  less  than 
. Rs.  500,  only  an  interest  of  six  per  cent  to  be  allowed,  and  the 
isums  to  be  lent  to  each  respective  person  to  be  left  to  the  discretion 
:of  the  IVIanagers.  We  propose  that  the  notes  be  printed  in  sections 
(agreeable  to  the  form  herewith  presented  with  the  Company’s  mark 
.in  the  margin,  to  be  cut  through  the  middle  with  an  instrument 
imade  for  that  purpose,  by  which  one  half  will  remain  on  the 
:Company’s  section  and  the  other  half  on  the  notes ; each  note  to  be 
^also  signed  by  the  Managers  of  the  Bank.  It  appears  to  us  that  it 
iwill  be  also  necessary  to  have  an  office  for  the  Bank  in  the  Castle 
iwith  an  additional  Assistant  as  Cashier  and  a Shroff  and  a Purvoe 
:for  his  assistance.  We  would  also  recommend  that  deposits  may 
be  received  to  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  provided  they  are 
(not  repaid  within  ten  days,  and  each  deposit  not  to  be  less  than 
?Rs.  lOOO.i 

Read  (16th  January  1771)  the  above  report  from  the  Committee 
of  Accounts  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  notes  to  be  issued  from 
ithe  Bank,  but  as  the  present  great  scarcity  of  money  renders  it 
impossible  to  carry  the  same  into  immediate  execution,  it  is  agreed 
to  defer  it  till  a future  opportunity.^ 

’ The  following  extracts  show  that  long  after  the  foundation  of 
)the  Bank  the  Company  contihued  to  lend  money  to  native 
: merchants : 

! Consultation,  13th  December  1731  : Ambaidds  TakidJs  requests  a 
loan  out  of  the  Company’s  treasury  of  Rs.  50,000,  he  and  Lald^s 
•offering  to  give  their  joint  and  separate  bonds  for  the  same  at  three 
quarters  per  cent  per  month  interest,  which  is  agreed  to.^ 

I Bombay  Government  Consultation,  10th  February  1735  : Navroji 
Rustamji  and  Shivaji  Dharamset  requesting  a loan  of  Rs.  1,70,000 
on  their  joint  bond  for  the  term  of  three  months  at  the  rate  of  three 
quarters  per  cent  per  month,  and  as  we  have  no  immediate  occasion 
for  the  money,  and  that  our  complying  will  be  an  additional 


’ Pub.  Diary  57  of  1771,  56-58. 

^ Bom.  (tov.  Consultation  ICtli  Jan.  1771,  Pub.  Diary  57  of  1771,55. 
^ Bom.  (Joy.  Consultation  1.8tb  Dec.  1731,  Pub.  Diary  4 of  1731,  173. 
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advantage  to  the  Honourable  Company  by  increasing  their  customs, 
the  same  is  agreed  to.^ 

Shivaji  Dharamset  requesting  a loan  of  Bs.  70,000  for  three  months 
at  interest,  it  is  agreed  to  comply  therewith,  as  it  will  be  a gain  to 
our  Honourable  Masters  of  so  much  interest  and  an  encouragement 
to  the  trade  of  the  Island.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  3rd  February  1738  : The 
President  desires  the  consent  of  the  Board  for  his  borrowing  out  of 
the  treasury  the  sum  of  Ks.  30,000  for  a month’s  time  at  interest, 
which  is  agreed  to.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  29th  July  1760  : Letter  from 
the  Collector  to  the  President,  29th  July  1760.  Agreeable  to  your 
order  signified  to  me  by  the  Secretary,  I have  duly  received  from 
the  New  Fortification  Paymaster  the  sum  of  Rs.  630-1-39  being  one- 
fourth  part  the  value  of  Jivanset  Padamset’s  house  pulled  down  in 
the  year  1757.  The  same  is  duly  brought  to  his  credit  in  account 
with  the  Honourable  Company.  Regarding  the  produce  of  his  oarts, 
they  having  been  for  some  years  past  managed  by  the  Honourable 
Company’s  inspector,  it  appears  by  accounts  in  the  Collector^s  office 
that  their  real  value  or  produce  is  hardly  at  present  Rs.  200  a year. 
This  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  bad  state  they  wmre  in  before  the 
Honourable  Company  took  them  into  their  owni  hands,  and  this 
with  care  might  still  be  improved.  Two  men  Kanabhai  Vithoji  and 
Hiraji  Madanji  now  offer  Rs.  300  a year  for  the  said  oarts  valued 
by  the  vereadores,  provided  they  can  have  them  for  nine  years. 
If  your  Honour  approve  it,  the  same  may  be  rented  to  them, 
and  the  produce  paid  annually^  against  his  debt  to  the  Honourable 
Company.  Another  small  oart  at  Mahim  is  allotted  for  Jivanset 
Padamset  in  truck  for  that  part  of  his  oart  cut  down  for  making 
the  fortified  line  to  Back  Bay.  With  this  he  purposes  subsisting 
himself  and  family.  The  result  must  depend  solely  upon  his  own 
industry,  as  the  charges  on  the  said  oart  are  in  fact  more  (at 
present)  than  the  produce  amounts  to.^ 

A Consultation,  29th  July  1760  : Read  the  above  letter  from  the 
Collector  setting  forth  that  he  has  been  offered  Rs.  300  a ymar 
for  the  oarts  belonging  to  Jivanset  Padamset,  provided  they  are  let 
for  the  term  of  nine  years.  On  this  the  Collector  is  ordered  to 
make  the  best  agreement  in  his  power  about  the  said  oarts  that 
the  produce  may  be  applied  towards  discharging  Jivanset’s  debt  to 
our  Honourable  Masters.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  7th  April  1776:  The  letter  from 
the  Governor  General  and  Council  was  dated  the  8th  J annary  in  which 
they  acquainted  us  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  furnish  us  with  remit- 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  lOth  Feb  1735,  Pub.  Diary  8 of  1734-35,  67. 

^-Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  11th- 12th  Feb.  1737,  Pub.  Diary  iO  of  1736-37,  26. 
^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  3rd  Feb.  1738,  Pub.  Diary  11  of  1737-38,  29. 

4 Pub.  Diary  35  of  1760,  570-571. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  29th  July  1760,  Pub.  Diary  35  of  1760,  565. 
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tances  to  pay  off  our  bond  debt^  and  observed  that  even  if  they  could 
spare  so  large  a sum  the  loss  the  Company  would  sustain  by  ^ the 
exchange  and  by  so  considerable  a diminution  of  the  current  specie  of 
those  Provinces  would  probably  equal  the  single  advantage  we  should 
derive  from  the  annual  saving  of  so  much  interest.  They  were  of 
opinion  however  there  w^ere  other  means  more  regular  and  more  easy  by 
which  the  same  end  might  be  in  a great  degree  attained^  and  which 
they  recommended  on  the  strength  of  their  own  experience^  namely  to 
open  oar  treasury  for  the  receipt  of  all  new  loans,  which  might  be  ten- 
dered at  five  per  cent,  and  to  appropriate  the  amount  subscribed  to  pay 
off  the  old  debt,  or  if  this  measure  should  fail  at  Bombay  they  w^ere  of 
o|)inion  it  might  be  accomplished  by  remittances  from  that  Presidency 
imade  by  individuals,  as  the  large  payments  which  had  been  made  of 
their  bonded  debt  had  left  large  sums  in  the  hands  of  the  original 
I proprietors  which  they  could  have  no  better  means  of  employing.^ 

Two  days  later  the  Boaid  observe  ; The  above  expedient  proposed  by 
the  Governor  General  and  Council  for  lessening  our  bond  debt  is  totally 
j impracticable  at  this  Presidency,  but  if  any  money  should  be  remitted 
ffrom  thence  by  private  persons  at  the  interest  they  mention  we  will 
jwillingly  receive  it.  At  the  same  time  we  must  remark  that  although 
jour  treasury  has  been  so  long  open  for  the  receipt  of  money  at  nine  per 
icent,  none  has  been  remitted  from  Bengal  even  for  that  advantageous 
: interest.^ 

' Bombay  Government  Consultation,  29th  July  1778  : A list  of  the 
► Bond  creditors  is  now  laid  before  us  agreeable  to  order  whereby  we 
^observe  on  the  1st  of  May  when  the  accounts  were  last  closed,  it 
lamounted  to  Rs.  27,92,370-3-87.  Ordered  that  the  list  be  entered 
'after  this  Consultation  for  the  notice  of  the  Honourable  Cornpany  who 
iwill  observe  that  few  individuals  at  the  other  Presidencies  appear 
^therein.  As  the  debt  due  from  the  treasury  to  the  Bank  now  amounts 
jto  a very  large  sum  and  appears  annually  to  increase  by  the  accumu- 
llation  of  interest,  the  Honourable  Company  must  be  desired  to  give 
ius  their  directions  whether  to  fix  it  at  a certain  sum  or  to  write  it  off 
laltogether  and  establish  a new  Bank  whenever  the  state  of  our  finances 
iwill  permit.^ 

The  following  extracts  relate  to  the  wages  of  unskilled  labour  in 
[Bombay  : 

Bombay  letter  to  Mr.  Brabourn,  17th  September  1696  : We  gladly 
Rear  that  you  are  so  well  provided  with  materials  for  building  and 
do  not  question  but  that  the  Honourable  Lieutenant  General  and 
f'Council  at  Madras  will  do  their  utmost  to  supply  you  with  workmen. 
aW e hope  they  will  be  able  to  do  the  same  with  coolies  for  we  esteem  it 
|impossible  for  us  to  supply  coolies.  Since  the  war  on  the  island  not 
mne-half  the  necessary  number  has  been  available.  To  obtain  even 
iwhat  we  have  has  been  a heavy  cost  to  the  Honourable  Compan}^  they 
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being  a people  so  necessary  for  tlie  good  o£  the  island  and  the  increase 
of  the  Company's  revenue d 

Court  to  Bombay,  21st  February  1717  : Remember  to  take  into 
your  particular  care  the  sort  of  Kolis  on  Bombay  which  by  the 
constitution  of  the  island  are  accounted  a kind  of  slaves  to  ns.  We  told 
yon  how  useful  they  are.  And  your  letter  of  the  24th  February  takes 
notice  of  them  that  they  may  be  made  useful,  and  that  the  boys  were 
ordered  to  be  put  out  to  several  handicraft  trades.  Advise  us  yearly 
what  service  they  do  us.  We  understand  they  are  more  to  be  depend- 
ed on  as  to  fidelity  ingenuity  and  labourionsness  than  any  other.  If 
so  you  may  encourage  them  when  necessary  by  advancing  their  pay  of 
four  Xeraphins  a month.  We  find  you  have  made  an  advance  in  the 
case  of  other  labourers.  As  to  their  grumbling  because  they  have  so 
small  wages  when  they  can  earn  half  a Xeraphin  a day,  consider  them 
a sort  of  slaves,  and  then  you  have  an  answer  why  they  should  work 
cheaper  for  us  than  for  others.^ 

Bombay  Government  to  the  Collector  of  the  rent,  30th  January 
1740  : Ordered  that  the  Kolis^  wages  allowed  by  the  Company  be 
increased  to  a half  rupee  a month  each  man.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  6th  October  1767  : We 
(committee  of  accounts)  observe  of  the  different  account  disbursements 
now  before  us,  that  the  wages  of  labourers  in  the  respective  offices  are 
considerably  higher  than  they  were  some  years  ago.  1 his  increase  was 
at  first  occasioned  by  the  great  demand  for  labourers  on  account  of  the 
new  fortifications  during  the  late  French  war.  But  as  the  number 
of  workmen  now  employed  on  this  service  is  greatly  decreased,  we  beg 
leave  to  recommend  to  the  Board’s  consideration  whether  the  wages  of 
the  labourers  in  genei-al  might  not  be  considerably  lowered,  which  the 
present  plenty  and  cheapness  of  rice  induces  us  to  think  might  be 
easily  effected.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  13th  October  1767  : We  approve 
the  above  remark  upon  the  high  price  of  labour.  And  as  neither  that 
nor  the  rate  of  hamalage  has  for  some  years  been  regulated,  it  is 
agreed  to  appoint  a committee  for  this  jiurpose  to  consist  of  Messrs. 
Boddam,  Jervis,  and  Mostyn,  taking  the  Engineer  to  their  assistance.^ 

Report  from  the  Committee  to  the  President  and  Governor,  1 3th  Febru- 
ary 1768^:  In  consequence  of  your  H on  our'’ s order  of  the  1 3 th  October  last 
(1767)  for  regulating  the  pay  of  labourers  and  rates  of  hamalag^e,  we  have 
duly  considered  the  same  and  taken  all  possible  information  regarding 
them.  As  to  the  first  we  are  of  opinion  that  twelve  pice  a day  or  63  res^ 
for  nine  hours  for  an  able-bodied  labourer  and  less  in  proportion  agreeable 
to  their  age  and  strength,  will  be  fully  sufficient  and  that  none  but 
overseers  should  be  paid  more  either  on  the  Honourable  Company's 


1 Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  6 of  1694  - 1696,  86. 

2 Court  to  Bombay  21st  Feb.  1717  para  75,  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715' 

1721,  152.  ^ Revenue  Diary  22  of  1798,  2063. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  6th  Oct.  1767,  Pub.  Diary  49  of  1767,  548. 

® Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  13th  Oct.  1767,  Pub.  Diary  49  of  1767,  558. 
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works  only  or  by  private  persons  (the  other  side  people  only  excepted), 
and  even  not  those  unless  it  be  impossible  to  get  them  without  an 
advanced  rate.  As  to  the  hamalage  we  now  enclose  your  Honour 
two  different  lists  of  rates  thereof,  numbers  1 and  2 ; the  first  being 
what  we  deem  a reasonable  and  sufficient  allowance  and  the  latter 
being  the  mukddavis  of  the  hamals’  proposals,  less  than  which  they 
represent  they  cannot  engage  for.  We  therefore  leave  it  to  your  Honour 
to  approve  whichever  of  the  two  you  may  j^i^dge  most  proper  : ^ 

List  No.  1.  Rates  of  hamalage  proposed  by  the  Committee  : On 
all  weighable  goods  whether  staples  in  bags  or  other  packages  from 
the  Bandar  Pier  to  the  Company's  bandar  warehouse  1|  annas  the  Surat 
man,  and  to  the  adjacent  houses  as  far  as  the  Governor’s  and  in  a 
line  therewith  1 pice  the  Surat  man;  to  the  bazar  and  distant  parts 
of  the  English  houses  near  the  Ramparts  14  pice  the  Surat 
from  the  custom  house  to  the  parts  of  the  bazar  adjacent  1 pice  the 
Surat  man,  and  to  the  distant  parts  of  the  bazar  or  English  houses 
14  pice  the  Surat  mand 

From  the  Pier  Head  to  the  CompanyN  Bandar  Warehouse  : 


A leaguer  of  liquor 

A.  butt  •••  ••• 

A pipe  ...  ...  ♦ • ‘ ♦ 

A hogshead 

A leaguer  to  the  adjacent  houses  as  far  as  the  Gover- 
nor’s 

A butt  do. 

A pipe  do. 

A hogshead  do. 

A leaguer  to  the  bazar  and  distant  parts 
A butt  do. 

A pipe  do. 

A hogshead  do. 

Weighing  and  storage  as  allowed  in  the  Company  s 
Weighing  charges  each  : 


Bombay  khmidi 

Bale  of  goods,  such  as  silk  or  silk  or  cotton  piece  goods, 
if  carried  by  4 hainals 
If  carried  by  one  on  his  back  ... 

Cotton  to  any  warehouse  within  the  line  of  the  church. 
Cotton  to  any  warehouse  at  or  without  the  old  Mandvi. 
Piece  goods  in  chests,  15  to  20  pice  each  ... 

Chests  of  liquors  ... 

Do.  to  the  parts  near  the  Ramparts 


Pice. 

16 

12 

9 

6 


48 

36 

27 

18 

72 

54 

40 

27 

warehouses. 

Pice. 

10 

20 

10 

10 

15 

20 

30 

40 


List  No.  2.  Hamals^  prices  for  their  hamalage  on  sundry  goods 
for  bringing  from  the  water  side  to  the  warehouses  in  town,  weighing 
and  carrying  from  the  warehouses  to  the  V7ater  side^ : 

One  bale  of  cotton,  bringing  from  the  Pier  head 
to  the  warehouses  of  Mr.  England,  Mr. 

Hunter,  Lavji,  Apollo  Cate,  Church  Gate,  *‘®- 

or  any  other  warehouses  ...  ...  0 0 50 

One  bale  of  cotton  from  the  Pier  head  to  the 

bazar  ...  •••  •••  0 0 75 


1 Pub  Diary  50  of  1768,  169-170.  ^ Pub.  Diary  50  of  1768,  170  - 171. 

3 p^b.  Diary  50  of  1768,  171. 
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Chapter  III. 
Capital. 


Ham-^-ls’  Rates, 
1768. 


Government 

Order, 

1768. 


. Rs. 

One  bale  of  cotton  from  any  warehouse  to  screw.  0 
Oo.  from  screw  house  to  the  Pier 

head  ...  ...  ...  ...0 

One  leaguer  of  arrack  from  the  Pier  head  to 
any  warehouse  ...  ...  ...  1 

One  pipe  of  madeira  from  the  Pier  head  to  any 
warehouse  from  3 qrs.  to  ...  ...  1 

One  hogshead  of  liquor  from  the  Pier  head  to 
any  warehouse  ...  ...  ...  0 

One  chest  of  liquor  from  the  Pier  head  to  any 

warehouse  ...  ...  ...  0 

One  khandi  of  any  goods  from  the  Pier  head  to 

any  warehouse  and  weighing  ...  0 

One  canister  of  sugar  from  the  Pier  head  to  any 

warehouse  and  weighing  ...  ...  0 

One  large  bale  of  Bengal  piece  goods  from  the 
Pier  head  to  any  warehouse  with  12  hamals.  1 
One  large  bale  of  Bengal  piece  goods  from  the 

Pier  head  to  any  warehouse  with  8 hamals.  0 
One  small  bale  of  Bengal  piece  goods  from  the 

Pier  head  to  any  warehouse  with  4 hama'ls.  0 
One  bag  of  J ambusar  grain  from  the  waterside 
to  the  Mandvi  ...  ...  ...  0 

Company’s  goods,  iron  copper  and  lead,  for 
bringing  from  the  waterside  to  the  ware- 
house,2U  res  for  bringing  and  20  for  weigh- 
ing a ...  ...  ...  0 

Company’s  one  bale  of  cloth  for  bringing  to 
the  warehouse  ...  ...  ...  0 

One  bale  of  Cambay  Surat  piece  goods  for 
bringing  to  the  warehouse  ...  ...  0 

One  bale  of  Cambay  Surat  piece  goods  for 
carrying  to  the  Pier  head  from,  the  ware- 
house ...  ...  ...  0 

One  barrel  of  gunpowder  from  the  Powder 
house  to  the  Fort  Magazine  ...  ...  0 

0]ie  large  bale  of  piece  goods  from  the  Pier 
head  to  any  warehouse  ...  ...  0 

One  large  bag  of  grain  to  out  the  gate  of  Mandvi 
or  custom  house. . . ...  ...  0 

One  bale  of  cotton  from  the  waterside  to  the 

customhouse  ...  ...  ...  0 

One  bale  of  cotton  from  the  custom  house  to 

any  warehouse  ...  ...  ...  0 

One  man  of  any  goods  from  custom  house  to 
shopkeepers  in  the  bazar  ...  ...  0 

One  cariister  of  sugar  from  the  Pier  head  to 
the  custom  house  ...  ...  0 

One  cask  of  redlead  from  the  Pier  head  to  the 
custom  house  ...  ...  ...  1 


qr.  rs. 

0 50. 

0 25 
0 0 
0 0 

1 50 

2 0 
1 0 

0 50 

2 0 
3 0 

1 0 
0 25 

0 40 
0 10 
0 20 

0 20 
0 15 
0 50 
0 50 
0 50 
0 50 

0 5 

1 0 
0 0 


Bombay  Government  Consultation,  26th  February  1768  : Reperiised 
the  report  from  the  committee  appointed  to  regulate  the  price  of 
labour  and  hamalage,  wherein  they  fix  the  former  at  12  pice  a day 
or  63  res  for  9 hours  for  every  able-bodied  labourer  and  less  in  pro- 
portion to  the  age  and  strength  of  others.  They  likewise  enclose  two 
lists  of  the  rates  of  hamalage,  ope  framed  by  them  and  the  other  by 
hamals,  the  former  of  which  is  approved;  but  as  Mr.  Jervis,  one  of  the 
committee,  now  expresses  a fear  that  the  hamals  will  not  be  satisfied 
therewith,  he  and  Mr.  Byley  (who  is  appointed  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Boddam)  are  ordered  to  take  the  opinions  of  the  principal  and 
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most  disinterested  mercliants  thereon  in  order  as  much  as  possible  to 
prevent  any  interruption  to  the  trade  of  the  place.  The  rate  of  labour 
is  approved  and  the  necessary  orders  to  be  issued  to  the  several  offices 
to  observe  the  same.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation^  12th  February  1788  : As  the 
regulations  submitted  to  us  by  the  Chief  of  Thana^  relative  to  the  hire 
of  bigdf'is  in  Salsette^  appear  conducive  to  prevent  the  inhabitants 
being  oppressed,  we  readil}^  give  them  our  sanction  and  they  must  be 
enforced  accordingly,” 

The  following  extracts  relate  to  the  slave  trade  chiefly  with 
Madagascar  : 

Bombay  to  Surat,  17th  February  1677  ; Please  to  order  whether 
the  Company's  three  slaves  shall  be  sent  to  St.  Helena  in  the  Bantam 
ship.^ 

Bombay  to  St.  Helena,  19th  March  1677  : Having  received  order 
from  the  Honourable  President  and  Council  in  Surat  to  send  such  slaves 
of  the  Honourable  Company  as  we  have  here,  to  their  Island  of  St. 
Helena,  these  are  to  advise  you  that  we  have  put  on  board  the  ship 
Persia  Merchant  four  men  slaves,  and  here  enclosed  send  you  the 
Captain^  s receipt  of  them  that  there  may  be  no  demur  when  you  make 
demand  of  them.^ 

Court  to  Surat,  13th  March  1683  : His  Majesty  hath  required 
of  us  to  send  to  India  to  provide  for  him  there  one  male  and  two 
female  blacks.  They  must  be  dwarfs  of  the  least  size  that  you 
can  procure  ; the  male  to  be  about  17  years  of  age  and  the  female 
about  14.  Next  to  their  littleness  we  would  have  you  to  choose 
such  as  may  have  the  best  features,  and  to  send  them  home  upon 
any  of  our  ships,  giving  the  Commander  great  charge  to  take 
care  of  their  accommodation,  and  in  particular  of  the  female  that 
she  be  in  no  way  abused  in  the  voyage  by  any  of  the  seamen.  For 
their  provision  and  clothes  you  must  take  care  to  lay  it  in,  and 
let  them  be  set  out  with  such  ear  and  nose  rings  and  shackles  for 
ornament  about  their  legs  (of  false  stones  and  brass  but  not  with 
gold)  as  is  usual  to  wear  in  the  country.  But  let  them  not  be  worn 
by  them  in  the  voyage,  but  sent  to  us  apart.^ 

Bombay  to  St.  Helena,  18th  January  1687 : This  serves  to 
accompany  the  Kent,  who  has  on  board  four  black  men  which  we 
send  for  the  use  of  our  Eight  Honourable  Masters  as  appears  by 
the  enclosed  receipt  under  the  Captain’s  hand.^ 
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* Bom.  G-ov.  Consultation  26th  Feb.  1768,  Fub.  Diary  50  of  1768,  168. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  12th  Feb.  1788,  Pub.  Diary  92  of  1788,  135.  Comp,  of 
Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759-1788,  184. 

^ Bombay  to  Surat  17th  Feb.  1677,  Sec.  Out,  L.  B.  4 of  16/7- 1687,  16.  Forrest’s 

Home  Series,  I,  124.  ^ „ 

4 Bombay  to  St.  Helena  19th  March  1677,  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677-1687,  23. 

I^oppcst  s jEIoih©  S©pi©s  I«  12/* 

5 Court  to  Surat  13th  March  1683,  Pub,  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  1 of  1681-1685,  42. 

6 Bom.  to  St,  Helena  18th  Jan.  1687,  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677-1687,  51. 
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Chapter  III, 
Capital. 

Slaves  brought 
from  Madagascar, 
1736, 


Bombay  Government  Consultation,  27th  August  1736  : A report 
is  laid  before  the  Board  of  the  Ooffrees  received  by  the  Harrington 
as  follows  : 


...  ...  ... 

...  46 

Large  boys  ... 

...  17 

W omen  and  girls 

...  72 

Children  not  yet  fit  for  service 

...  30 

Total  ...  165 

And  the  President  proposing  to  the  consideration  of  the  Board 
in  what  manner  to  employ  them,  it  is  judged  that  the  men  will  be 
most  serviceable  on  board  the  vessels  as  mariners,  the  large  boys  to 
be  put  into  the  marine  yard  and  there  bred  up  as  carpenters  caulkers 
and  sawyers,  and  the  women  and  girls  to  be  employed  as  higdris 
or  labourers  upon  the  Honourable  Company’s  works.  This  is 
accordingly  resolved  on;  and  the  children  as  they  grow  up,  to  be 
employed  as  abovementionedd 

Letter  from  Dr.  David  Drummond  to  the  President  and  Council, 
1st  September  1736  : Having  had  the  care  of  165  slaves  from  the 
Island  of  Madagascar  to  this  place,  I humbly  hope  your  Honours 
will  allow  me  such  a gratuity  as  to  you  shall  seem  proper.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  3rd  September  1736 : Dr. 
David  Drummond  of  the  Harrington  requesting  to  be  allowed  a 
gratuity  for  his  care  of  the  slaves  brought  on  that  ship  from 
Madagascar,  it  is  agreed  to  refer  the  same  to  the  Honourable 
Company.^ 

Slaves  for  St.  Bombay  Government  Consultation,  21st  October  1736:  Pursuant 
Helena,  ^o  the  Honourable  Company’s  orders  in  the  18th  paragraph  of  their 

* letter  of  5th  December  1735,  directed  that  ten  of  the  slaves  be  sent 

on  the  Lynn  for  St.  Helena,  namely  5 women  3 boys  and  2 girls ; 
all  the  men  being  emplojmd  on  board  our  cruisers.^ 

1737.  Bombay  Government  Consultation,  6th  January  1737  : Ordered 

that  6 women  and  4 boys  of  the  Ooffrees  be  sent  to  St.  Helena  on 
each  ship  (the  men  being  all  out  on  board  the  cruizers) ; and  that 
the  usual  supply  of  grain  and  arrack  be  sent  them.^ 

Letter  from  Messrs.  J.  Montgomery  and  R.  Shuter  to  Bombay 
Government,  dated  Bombay  16th  January  1737:  As  we  conceive 
it  to  be  your  Honour^ s pleasure  to  send  on  each  of  our  ships  some 
slaves  for  the  service  of  St.  Helena  (whereof  six  are  to  be  women), 
we  beg  leave  to  represent  the  inconveniences  that  we  apprehend 
will  occur  from  such  your  resolution  : (1)  We  have  no  conveniences 
on  board  for  the  accommodation  of  such  people,  being  quite  full 
between  decks  and  their  mixing  with  the  ship’s  company,  especially 
the  women  (who  we  cannot  contrive  how  to  keep  separate),  will 


1 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  27th  Aug.  1736,  Pub.  Diary  9 of  1736,  306. 

2 Pub.  Diary  9 of  1736,  312. 

2 Bom.  Gov,  Consultation  3rd  Sept.  1736,  Pub.  Diary  9 of  1736,  308. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  21st  Oct.  1736,  Pub.  Diary  9 of  1736,  423. 

® Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  5th  Jan.  1737,  Pub.  Diary  10  of  17.36-37,  2. 
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occasion  such  irregularities  as  may  in  all  likelihood  put  us  under 
the  greatest  difficulties  both  with  regard  to  health  and  good 
discipline.  (2)  Should  our  passage  round  the  Cape  prove  otherwise 
than  favourable,  the  ill  accommodation  we  are  able  to  give  these 
people  might  possibly  subject  them  to  that  common  evil  the  scurvy 
which  complicated  with  what  we  have  above  represented,  might 
infect  in  a most  fatal  manner  both  our  ships’  crews,  the  consequence 
of  which  your  Honours  are  sufficient  judges  of.  Wherefore  we 
humbly  pray  your  Honours  will  for  the  above  reasons  wait  some 
other  opportunity  for  remitting  the  above  slaves  and  thereby 
prevent  the  mischiefs  which  on  the  contrary  seem  to  present.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  20th  November  1738:  Our 
Honourable  Masters  having  been  pleased  to  direct  a number  of 
slaves  may  be  sent  annually  for  the  supply  of  their  island  of 
[ St.  Helena ; Ordered  that  3 men  5 women  and  4 children  be  now 
sent,  and  a further  number  on  the  Hassau  when  she  sails.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  2nd  April  1739  : Taking  into 
consideration  our  Honourable  Masters^  orders  concerning  the  division 
I of  the  Coffree  slaves  to  be  sent  to  Madras  in  equal  proportions  between 
I our  two  settlements,  the  President  remarks  that  our  great  and  evident 
I want  of  men  in  our  present  situation  had  induced  him  to  give 
! orders  for  the  disciplining  the  small  number  remaining  of  the 
I males,  being  no  more  than  42,  and  making  them  serviceable  in 
(the  military  in  which  they  have  arrived  at  such  expertness  in  the 
, use  of  firearms  that  they  were  much  preferable  to  the  topasses 
(who  are  dwindled  and  decayed,  so  that  few  are  left  fit  for  service. 

' That  in  the  way  they  are  now  employed  they  are  too  necessary  to 
spart  with.  And  as  we  apprehend  our  necessities  will  justify  to 
( our  Honourable  Masters  our  detaining  them,  it  is  agreed  that  we 
jsend  on  this  ship  only  the  supernumerary  women  to  the  number  of 
1 29  with  their  children,  and  that  order  be  given  accordingly.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  22nd  May  1/41:  The 
‘ President  mentions  that  the  inhabitants  frequently  disposing  of 
1 their  slaves  to  others  who  are  of  a different  caste  or  sect,  creates 
i great  uneasiness  and  trouble,  and  repeated  applications  are  made 
] "to  him  on  the  subject  from  the  Marathas.  That  in  order 
I effectually  to  remove  any  matter  of  complaint  in  future,  a publica- 
tion  be  issued  absolutely  forbidding  under  a penalty  of  Rs.  100 
i any  whomsoever  to  sell  or  buy  a slave  but  from  or  to  one  who  is 
1 of  the  same  caste  and  religion.  To  this  the  Board  agrees,  and 
] orders  a publication  to  be  framed  to  the  above  tenour.^ 

Publication  by  order  of  the  Honourable  Stephen  Law,  President 
I and  Governor  of  Bombay,  3rd  June  1741  : Whereas  experience 
• hath  shown  the  custom  which  hitherto  prevailed  on  this  Island  of 
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^ Pub.  Diary  10  of  1736-37,  16-17.  . 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  20th  Nov.  1738,  Pub.  Diary  11  of  1737-38,  309. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  2nd  April  1739,  Pub,  Diary  12  of  1738-39,  109-110. 
^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  22nd  May  1741,  Pub.  Diary  14  of  1740-41,  205, 
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persons  Imying  and  selling  slaves  from  or  to  whomsoever  without 
any  regard  to  their  caste  or  religion  of  the  persons  so  purchasing 
or  selling,  has  been  attended  with  great  inconveniences  and 
frequently  occasions  disputes  and  troubles  to  the  Government  of 
this  island,  the  said  President  and  Governor  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  his  Council  doth  hereby  order  and  direct  that  from 
and  after  publication  hereof  no  slave  either  male  or  female  be 
bouglit  or  sold  to  any  person  but  such  who  are  of  the  same  caste 
and  religion  both  witli  respect  to  the  seller  and  purchaser.  Any 
person  who  shall  presume  to  act  contrary  to  this  order,  shall  be 
subject  to  a tine  of  Ps.  100  for  every  slave  so  bought  or  sold, 
and  the  slave  to  be  returned  on  the  seller’s  hands.  To  the  end 
that  no  person  may  plead  ignorance,  the  said  President  and 
Governo]*  hath  caused  these  presents  to  be  published  by  beat  of 
drum  and  affixed  in  the  usual  places.  Given  in  Bombay  Castle  • 
this  3rd  day  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1741.^ 

Bomba}^  Government  Consultation,  10th  September  1741:  The; 
land  paymaster  reports  he  lias  received  from  our  Honourable  • 
Masters’  ship  Onsloiv  19  slaves  brought  from  Madagascar,  namely 
1 4 men  2 boys  and  3 women.  Considering  how  to  employ  the  men  i 
most  for  our  Honourable  Masters’  advantage,  we  cannot  at  the  same  ■ 
time  help  remarking  that  from  the  experience  of  those  already  ' 
here  they  are  but  of  little  service  and  the  maintenance  of  them  far 
exceeds  the  expense  of  pay  to  the  other  common  labourers.  Whether  i 
from  the  change  of  climate  or  what  other  cause  we  cannot  say,  the 
Madagascar  slaves  do  not  appear  of  a constitution  robust  enough  to 
bear  any  laborious  work  adequate  to  the  charge  incurred.  We 
are  of  opinion  the  only  method  will  be  to  employ  them  in  the 
military.  The  Paymaster  is  therefore  directed  to  furnish  those, 
now  received  as  well  as  the  others  on  the  place,  with  proper  i 
accoutrements  ; and  the  officers  are  enjoined  to  render  them  expert' 
in  the  use  of  hrearms.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  21st  January  1743  : As  the; 
Madagascar  slaves  are  of  no  manner  of  use  here  and  are  expensive 
to  the  Honourable  Company,  the  Board  are  of  opinion  that  it  will 
be  best  to  send  them  down  the  coast  on  these  ships  to  be  emplo^md 
on  Dharmapatan,  where  they  will  be  of  service  in  planting  and 
cultivating  the  land  which  will  bear  the  expense  of  them  ; and  can: 
be  employed  as  soldiers  on  any  occasion.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  19th  April  1748  : Several, 
robberies  as  Avell  as  some  cruel  murders  having  been  lately  com- 
mitted in  which  there  are  strong  suspicions  though  no  proof  of 
cotfree  slaves  being  concerned,  it  is  considered  on  this  occasion  that 
persons  being  possessed  of  slaves,  who,  there  is  great  reason  to 
believe,  have  not  means  sufficient  to  support  such  their  slaves  in  an 


» Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  8 of  1738-  1741. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  10th  Sept.  1741,  Fub.  Diary  14  of  1740-41,  352. 
^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  21st  Jan.  1743^  Pub.  Diary  16  of  1743,  19-20. 
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honest  livelihood,  must  be  productive  o£  many  ills  to  the  peace  and 
welfare  of  his  Majesty’s  subjects  on  this  island ; Resolved  there- 
fore a publication  be  issued  requiring  all  manner  of  persons  of 
what  religion  or  degree  soever  to  exhibit  unto  the  Collector  of  the 
revenues  on  or  before  the  28th  instant  (April  1748)  an  attested  list 
of  what  slaves  they  are  possessed  of,  whether  male  or  female, 
specifying  their  names  ages  and  native  country  ; and  provided  after 
the  expiration  of  the  time  abovementioned  any  person  shall  be 
found  possessed  of  any  slave  not  inserted  in  the  list  abovementioned 
and  which  were  such  persons^  property  at  or  before  the  time  of 
this  publication,  it  is  further  resolved  that  such  slave  or  slaves 
shall  be  forfeited  to  the  Honourable  Company,  and  the  informer 
by  whose  means  the  same  shall  be  duly  proved  shall  have  a reward 
of  Rs.  10  for  every  slave  so  forfeited,  to  be  paid  by  the  owner  of 
such  slave.  Directed  therefore  that  a publication  be  accordingly 
made  and  affixed  in  the  usual  places.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  8th  May  1748  : Mr.  Dorril 
lays  before  the  Board  a list  of  slaves  belonging  to  different  people 
on  this  island,  which  has  been  taken  by  him  conformable  to  our 
publication  noticed;  in  our  Consultation  of  the  19th  ultimo  (April 
1748),  which  is  ordered  to  lay  upon  the  table  for  our  coming  to 
some  resolution  thereon.^ 

Court  to  Bombay,  25th  October  1752 : We  are  fully  satisfied 
that  Madagascar  coffrees  will  be  of  great  service  to  us  in  many 
respects  at  our  Presidency  of  Bombay  especially  they  will  make 
good  soldiers,  as  the  President  and  Council  of  Port  Saint  George 
have  assured  us  that  their  behaviour  in  the  field  is  equal  to  the 
Europeans,  and  that  they  are  as  much  dreaded  by  the  Moors.  In 
order  therefore  to  supply  you  with  a number  of  them,  we  now 
despatch  our  own  ship  the  Swallow,  burthen  180  tons,  Captain 
John  Bell  Commander,  to  Madagascar,  and  have  directed  Captain 
I Bell  and  Mr.  John  Cleugh,  or  the  commander  and  chief  mate  for 
: the  time  being,  to  proceed  to  St.  Augustin’s  Bay  and  then  to  such 
1 other  ports  or  places  upon  the  said  island  where  they  have  reason 
: to  hope  for  success,  there  to  purchase  300  slaves  and  as  many  mom 
■ as  can  be  conveniently  stowed  in  the  Swallo^v,  if  to  be  procured  in 
the  time  limited  in  their  instructions  two-thirds  of  which  are  to 
) be  able  bodied  men  and  well  grown  boys. 

You  will  observe  by  our  said  agents’  instructions,  a copy  of  which 
is  now  forwarded,  to  you,  that  we  have  agreed  to  allow  them  the 
( following  commissions  or  rewards,  namely  to  Captain  John  Bell 
20s.  a head  for  so  many  as  shall  be  delivered  to  you  alivo,  and  in 
I like  manner  6s.  8d.  a head  unto  Mr.  John  Cleugh,  which  you  are 
; hereby  directed  to  pay  them  accordingly.  But  if  Captain  Bell  or 
i Mr.  Cleugh  shall  die  before  the  business  at  Madagascar  is  fully 
completed,  in  such  cases  we  have  reserved  the  distribution  of  the 
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deceased’s  commission  in  such  manner  and  among  such  persons  as 
we  shall  judge  equitable ; and  therefore  you  must  wait  for  our 
orders  for  the  distribution  thereof. 

You  will  likewise  observe  by  the  said  instructions  that  we  have 
agreed  to  allow  to  our  said  agents  five  shillings  a head  for  so  many 
slaves  as  they  shall  assist  the  Dragon  with,  which  you  are  to  pay 
to  them  accordingly  upon  their  producing  proper  certificates  thereof 
under  the  hands  of  the  Dragons  agents,  subject  nevertheless  to  the 
above  restrictions  in  case  of  the  death  of  Captain  Bell  or  Mr.  Cleugh. 

If  you  find  the  surgeon  has  taken  a proper  care  of  the  slaves,  , 
you  are  hereby  directed  to  pay  him  five  shillings  a head  for  so  many  ■ 
as  shall  be  delivered  alive. 

Although  our  principal  view  in  sending  you  Madagascar  cofirees  • 
is  to  have  them  serviceable  in  the  military  and  the  marine,  yet  we  ■ 
shall  leave  it  to  your  prudence  to  employ  them  in  such  manner  and  I 
in  such  places  as  may  best  contribute  to  the  Company’s  interest. 

You  are  to  treat  our  slaves  humanely  ; and  although  they  are  ' 
to  be  looked  on  as  our  sole  property,  yet  they  are  to  have  all  fitting  ; 
and  proper  encouragement  that  they  may  cheerfully  perform  their  ■ 
duty  in  whatever  station  you  shall  think  proper  to  employ  them. 

That  we  may  have  the  greatest  benefit  from  the  service  of  1 
our  slaves,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  appoint  a committee  to  i 
consider  of  the  properest  measures  for  rendering  them  most  useful  I 
to  us ; as  likewise  to  regulate  their  habitation,  diet,  and  clothing, , 
in  such  a manner  as  may  best  contribute  to  their  health  and  make  : 
their  servitude  easy  to  them.  What  occurs  to  us  as  necessary  on  i 
this  occasion  is  that  they  be  lodged  together  in  a convenient  place  ^ 
or  places,  under  the  particular  inspection  of  some  trusty  person  or  r 
persons  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose  ; that  the  soldiery  and  I 
others  have  as  little  intercourse  with  them  as  possible  to  prevent  i 
their  being  debauched  by  them ; that  their  diet  and  clothing  be  ’ 
ascertained,  which  is  to  be  reasonable  and  fully  sufficient  for  them ; ■ 
that  the  slaves  be  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  their  said  diet  t 
and  clothing  ; that  if  they  are  not  duly  supplied  therewith,  they 
may,  on  complaining  to  you,  have  justice  done  them ; that  they  be  ' 
attended,  when  sick,  by  our  surgeons  with  as  much  care  as  the  ■ 
soldiery.  These  hints  are  to  be  observed  by  the  committee  as  ' 
instructions  for  forming  proper  regulations  which  when  methodized  1 
and  improved,  and  whatever  else  shall  appear  necessary  is  added,  . 
they  are  to  report  the  whole  to  you,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  : 
fix  upon  and  cause  to  be  carried  into  execution  such  rules  and  i 
regulations  as  you  shall  judge  will  best  answer  our  intentions;  and  1 
we  particularly  recommend  it  our  President  to  see  them  effectually  ’ 
executed.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  23rd-24th  July  1753:  The  : 
Honourable  Company  having  recommended  some  points  to  our  con- 


^ Court  to  Bombay  25tli  Oct.  1752  paras  1-8,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letter  Vol.  4 of 
1752-  175G,  39-41. 
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sideration  and  in  a more  particular  manner  to  the  President  in 
regard  to  the  slaves  expected  by  the  Swalloto,  he  proposes  for  the 
present  that  Messrs.  Sewell,  Symmons,  and  Hodges  be  a committee 
for  overseeing  them,  and  having  drawn  out  some  regulations,  he 
recommends  them  to  their  consideration.^ 

Letter  from  Mr.  Price  Secretary,  to  Messrs.  John  Sewell 
Symmons  and  Hodges,  dated  Bombay  27th  July  1753  ; You  being 
appointed  a committee  for  framing  regulations  for  the  better  gov- 
ernment of  the  Madagascar  slaves,  herewith  you  will  receive  copy  of 
the  8th  paragraph  of  letter  of  25th  October  1752  of  the  Honourable 
Court  of  Directors  relating  thereto,  to  which  the  President  has  added 
the  following  which  he  recommends  to  your  serious  consideration  : 
In  regard  to  their  employ,  he  proposes  that  100  of  the  ablest  bodied 
men  be  stationed  in  the  train  of  artillery.  The  remainder  of  the 
men  to  be  equally  divided  among  the  military  and  marine.  The 
boys  to  be  put  under  the  care  of  the  master  attendant  for  their  being 
trained  up  carpenters  caulkers  and  smiths,  of  which  the  island  is 
in  much  want.  The  women  and  girls  to  pick  oakum  or  do  any 
other  service  that  may  be  required.  The  coffrees  at  present  on  the 
island  to  the  number  of  about  50  to  be  incorporated  with  the  rest 
excepting  the  men  who  from  a habit  of  idleness  having  for  some 
time  past  been  under  no  order  or  controlment,  may  the  easier 
debauch  the  new  comers.  It  is  proposed  that  they  be  immediately 
employed  in  the  cruizers.  In  regard  to  their  habitation,  it  will  be 
necessary  that  some  commodious  one  be  pitched  on  which  is  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  committee  ; but  as  the  Sivallow  is  shortly 
expected,  the  house  formerly  built  for  the  weavers  may  for  the 
present  suffice.  Their  diet  and  clothing:  A particular  regard  to 
the  diet  of  the  slaves  to  preserve  their  health  and  thereby  render 
them  more  fit  for  effectual  service  being  essentially  necessary,  a 
sober  judicious  person  should  have  the  care  of  inspecting  their 
provisions  to  prevent  any  abuses  in  their  quality  that  so  the  slaves 
having  no  cause  of  complaint,  their  servitude  may  become  easy. 
A sober  humane  man  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a guardian  to  the  slaves, 
having  his  habitation  near  them  to  prevent  any  irregularities. 
Their  food  to  be  good  khichadi  and  fish  five  days  in  the  week  and 
two  days  flesh  provisions ; each  man  to  have  one  rupee  and  each 
woman  half  rupee  for  purchasing  tobacco  betel  and  other  trifles ; 
and  that  some  of  the  waste  ground  near  the  powder  mill  be  allotted 
for  raising  greens  for  themselves.  The  slaves  in  the  train  to  have 
two  pair  of  dangfi  drawers  and  two  Banian  shirts  every  six  months 
and  a cap  and  uniform  perpet  coat  every^  year.  Those  in  the 
military  the  same.  Those  in  the  cruizers,  linen  the  same  and  a 
broadcloth  coat  and  cap  once  a year.  The  boys  to  have  two  blue 
dangri  Banian  shirts  and  two  pair  drawers  twice  a year  ; and  as  they 
are  to  be  under  the  master  attendant  and  may  occasionally  be 
employed  on  private  work,  he  is  to  be  accountable  for  their  pay, 
which  will  in  some  measure  alleviate  the  Honourable  Company  of 
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their  charges.  The  women  to  have  four  Inngis  and  four  blue  hand- 
kerchiefs every  year.  Positive  orders  to  he  given  to  the  land  and 
sea  officers  that  they  be  treated  with  the  greatest  humanity,  carefully 
instructed  in  their  respective  professions,  and  on  no  account  what- 
ever he  made  either  servants  or  drudges.  These  are  intended  as 
general  hints ; it  is  left  to  the  Committee  to  add  or  diminish  as 
they  may  deem  requisite.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  IS th  September  1753:  Bead 
a letter  from  Captain  J.  Cleugh  requesting  head-money  on  the 
slaves  landed  here  and  delivered  to  the  Dragon  being  7 1 as  per 
certificates  produced,  signed  by  Captain  Kent  and  Mr.  Michael 
Morgal,  which  is  ordered  to  he  paid.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  21st  September  175.3:  Being" 
disappointed  in  the  number  of  slaves  received  by  the  Swallow,  the 
whole  number  of  men  now  on  the  Island  being  33,  resolved  that 
they  be  employed  in  the  cruizers,  namely  13  on  board  ih.Q  Proteetor 
10  on  board  the  Bombay  grab  and  10  on  board  the  Guardian,  with 
strict  injunctions  to  the  commanders  to  teach  them  their  duty  and 
treat  them  humanely  ; resolved  likewise  that  the  women  and  girls 
be  employed  in  the  powder  house  and  the  boys  in  the  marine  yard. 
The  small  number  of  slaves  received  by  this  ship  gives  us  little 
encouragement  for  returning  the  Sivallotv  to  Madagascar  on  the 
Honourable  Company’s  account.  But  as  from  his  late  experience 
Captain  Cleugh  must  be  the  properest  judge,  he  is  called  before  the 
Board  and  his  opinion  being  asked  declares  there  is  very  little 
probability  to  hope  for  success,  and  then  withdrew.  This  being 
taken  into  consideration  together  with  the  latitude  given  by  the 
Honourable  Company  to  employ  her  in  any  station  we  might  judge 
most  beneficial  for  their  interest,  and  as  we  are  greatly  distressed 
for  want  of  the  Guardian  now  at  Gombroon,  resolved  that  the 
Swalloiu  be  despatched  thither  to  relieve  her.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  20th  July  1 756  : The  Super- 
intendent reporting  that  the  commanders  of  the  cruizers  have 
represented  to  him  that  they  find  it  impracticable  to  make  use  of 
the  Madagascar  slaves  who  were  received  by  Swallow  and  destined  to 
the  marine  agreeable  to  a resolution  of  Council  the  21st  September 
1753,  since  from  their  dislike  to  the  sea  they  attempt  to  desert 
on  every  occasion,  and  the  Superintendent  recommending  their 
being  employed  as  labourers  in  the  marine  yard,  it  is  agreed  that 
they  be  ordered  to  that  duty.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  24th  June  1757  : The  Super- 
intendent reports  that  the  Madagascar  slaves  have  lately  committed 
many  great  disorders  and  cannot  be  made  useful  in  the  marine, 
though  they  have  been  very  much  encouraged.  Ordered  that  he 
deliver  them  over  to  the  new  fortification  paymaster,  to  he 


1 Pub.  Diary  26  of  1753,  237-239. 

-Rom.  Gov.  Diary  18th  Sept.  1753,  Pub.  Diary  26  of  1753,  318. 

3 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  Mst  Sept.  1753,  Pub.  Diary  26  of  175.3,  324-325. 

4 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  20th  July  1756,  Pub.  Diary  29  of  1756,  268. 
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confined  to  work  in  chains  with  lascar’s  allowance  only^  till  they 
do  alter  their  behaviour.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  2nd  August  1757 : The 
Superintendent  alleges  that  the  Madagascar  slaves  lately  ordered 
on  the  works  have  given  assurance  of  altering  their  behaviour 
and  beg  to  be  employed  in  sawing  in  the  marine  yard.  Agreed 
that  as'many  of  them  be  returned  to  him  as  he  may  have  occasion 
for.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  20th  September  1757  : There 
being  some  male  slaves  lately  brought  here  by  a vessel  from 
Madagascar,  ordered  that  they  be  purchased  to  be  sent  to  Madras 
by  the  first  conveyance  in  consequence  of  the  President  and 
CounciPs  request.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  6th  October  1757  : The 
Madras  gentlemen  advising  that  slaves  are  wanted  at  St.  Helena 
and  a vessel  having  brought  some  a few  days  since  from  Mada- 
gascar, resolved  that  we  endeavour  to  purchase  all  the  males  to  be 
sent  thither.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  19th  October  1762;  Ordered 
that  public  notice  be  affixed  that  we  will  receive  proposals  on 
Tuesday  the  26th  instant  (October  1762)  from  any  persons  who 
may  be  desirous  of  contracting  with  the  Honourable  Company  for 
slaves  to  be  delivered  either  at  Fort  Marlborough  in  Sumatra  or 
this  place. ^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  8th  December  1762:  In 
consequence  of  the  notification  issued  for  contracting  for  the  coifree 
slaves  for  the  use  of  Fort  Marlborough,  a proposal  has  been  made 
to  the  President  to  contract  for  500  at  the  following  rates  and  in 
the  following  proportions,  which  being  deemed  reasonable  and  will 
we  judge  turn  out  cheaper  to  the  Honourable  Company  than 
sending  ^ vessel  on  purpose,  is  accepted  and  a contract  ordered  to 
be  executed  accordingly,  namely^  : 

, Rs. 

For  every  ixiaii  from  20  to  40  years  of  age  ...  .dlO 

„ woman  of  the  same  age  for  every  one  of  which 

there  are  to  be  five  men...  ...  ...  80 

,,  boy  from  14  to  20  years  of  age  ...  ...  75 

„ girl  of  the  same  age  for  every  one  of  which 

there  are  to  be  five  boys  ...  ...  50 

Bombay  Government  Consultation, 4th  October  1763  : Mr.  George, 
with  whom  we  last  year  contracted  for  slaves  for  the  use  of  Fort 
Marlborough  Presidency  (that  is  Bencoolen  on  the  south  coast  of 
Sumatra),  not  being  returned,  and  the  season  being  far  advanced, 
it  is  agreed,  in  order  as  much  as  possible  to  obviate  a disappointment 
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ill  what  the  gentlemen  at  Fort  Marlborough  represent  as  so  essential 
to  the  welfare  of  that  place,  to  purchase  ihe  following  slaves  who 
have  been  picked  out  and  offered  by  the  proprietors  at  the  under- 
mentioned prices  which  are  considerably  less  than  those  we  have 
engaged  to  give  to  Mr.  Park,  namely^  : 


Men 

...  18 

at  Rs. 

90 

each 

16-20 

Women... 

...  17 

80 

J? 

1360 

Boys 

...  11 

)) 

75 

)> 

825 

Bo. 

...  27 

5? 

60 

16-20 

Bo. 

...  1 

60 

)5 

60 

Girls 

...  4 

60 

5> 

240 

Total 

...  78 

PvS. 

5716 

Bombay  to  Court,  25th  March  1764,  para  18  ; We  have  frequently 
advised  your  Honours  of  our  readiness  to  assist  the  Presidency  of  Fort 
Marlborough,  which  in  a letter  from  your  servants  there,  received 
by  the  ship  on  which  we  last  year  freighted  sundry  stores,  they 
acknowledge  in  very  obliging  terms.  As  they  have  represented  the 
great  importance  of  their  being  furnished  with  coffree  slaves  and  as 
the  person  with  whom  we  last  year  contracted  for  500  has  not  been 
able  to  fulfil  his  engagements  by  his  having  been  prevented  through 
unavoidable  accidents  touching  at  the  several  ports  he  intended,  we 
on  the  4th  October  (1763)  purchased  78  men  women  and  children. 
As  the  most  certain  way  of  further  supplying  the  Fort  Marlbo- 
rough wants  we  determined  on  the  5th  January  to  freight  a ship 
and  send  her  to  the  coast  of  Africa  and  Madagascar  with  a proper 
assortment  of  goods  for  the  purchase  of  slaves,  our  cruisers  being 
very  improper  vessels  for  this  purpose,  as  they  cannot  with  any 
convenience  accommodate  any  number.  We  likewise  issued 
public  notice  that  we  would  purchase  any  slaves  which  might  offer 
upon  the  island  and  required  all  persons  who  might  have  any 
vessels  to  let  to  freight  to  deliver  in  their  proposals.  In  consequence 
of  this  the  owner  of  the  Neptune  galley  tendered  her  for  this 
service  at  the  rate  of  Ks.  2500  a month  and  Rs.  3000  a 
year  privilege  to  the  commander  and  officers,  he  to  be  at  all 
charges  of  wages,  provision,  wear  and  tear  of  the  vessel,  wdiich,  as 
no  other  offers  were  made  us,  we  accepted  after  her  being  sur- 
veyed by  the  Master  Attendant  and  J\Iaster  Builder.  She  is 
fitting  out  accordingly  for  the  voyage,  having  procured  a proper 
assortment  of  goods  from  Surat  to  put  on  board  of  her  ; and  we 
hope  will  fully  answer  our  intentions,  The  boats  'he  President 
and  Council  desired  to  be  built  for  them  last  jmar  are  now  ready 
and  will  shortly  proceed,  when  such  further  assistance  as  may  be 
in  our  power  will  be  afforded  them.- 

Court  to  Bombay,  22nd  March  1765:  We  approve  of  the 
step  you  have  taken  for  procuring  slaves  on  Madagascar  and  the 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  4tli  Oct.  1763,  Pub.  Diary  41  of  1763,  615. 

2 Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  tlie  Court  Vol.  11  of  1764,  26-27.  Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  of 
21st  Feb.  1764,  Pub.  Diary  42  of  1764,  128. 
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coast  of  Africa  for  Bencooleii  where  they  are  much  wautedA 

Court  to  Bombay,  12th  March  1766  : With  regard  to  the  slaves  you 
sent  to  Bencoolen,  we  are  sorry  to  observe  they  were  invoiced  so 
high  as  150  dollars  each.  As  that  Presidency  has  a sufficient 
supply  for  the  present,  you  are  to  send  no  more  thither  without  our 
express  leave. ^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  30th  September  1766  : There 
being  a number  of  coffree  slaves  lately  arrived,  the  custom  master 
is  ordered  to  purchase  the  women  on  the  most  reasonable  terms  he 
can  to  be  sent  to  Fort  Marlborough  on  the  Royal  Admiral  agreeable 
to  the  request  of  the  President  and  Council  there.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  20th  October  1767:  Tbe 
Bombay  custom  master  reports  that  he  has  purchased  38  coffree 
women  for  Fort  Marlborough,  amounting  to  Es.  2155.* 

Court  to  Bombay,  22nd  March  1765  : The  method  you  have 
fallen  upon  for  training  up  slaves  as  caulkers  to  go  to  Bencoolen, 
meets  with  our  approbation.^  We  think  it  may  be  carried  still 
further  by  having  always  a number  in  the  yard  at  Bombay,  as  we 
understand  the  Superintendent  is  often  in  great  want  of  them  and 
in  such  case  is  obliged  for  that  purpose  to  take  away  the  Mdzgaon 
coolies  from  our  covenant  servants  who  are  employed  by  them  as 
cooks  and  servants  and  often  times  very  inconvenient  to  them 
particularly  the  younger  servants.  This  will  be  remedied  by  the 
above  regulation  which  we  recommend  to  you  to  put  in  practice.® 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  24th  February  1767  : Taking 
into  consideration  that  part  of  the  Honourable  Company’s  commands 
of  the  22nd  March  1765  relative  to  the  purchase  of  slaves  to  breed  up 
as  caulkers  in  the  marine  yard  instead  of  the  Mdzgaon  boys,  the 
Collector  is  ordered  not  to  send  any  more  of  those  boys  into  the 
marine  yard,  but  to  cause  them  to  be  bred  up  as  cooks  and  servants 
in  the  manner  formerly  practised.  And  that  the  marine  service  may 
not  be  distressed  by  this  regulation,  a sufficient  number  of  boys 
must  be  purchased  by  the  custom  master  when  any  slaving  vessels 
arrive,  to  be  bred  up  as  caulkers  agreeable  to  the  Honourable 
Company’s  recommendation.'^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  26th  June  1764  : Mr.  Edward 
Chandler  making  a tender,  by  letter,  of  14  stout  coffree  slaves  at 
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^ Court  to  Bombay  22nd  March  1765  para  29,  Pub.  Dep,  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  7 of 
I 1765-1768,10. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  12th  March  1766  para  35,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  7 of  1765- 
I 1768,  121. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  30th  Sept.  1766,  Pub.  Diary  47  of  1766,  593. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  20th  Oct.  1767,  Pub.  Diary  49  of  1767,570. 

“ In  their  letter  to  Court  4th  Nov.  1763  para  12,  the  Bombay  Government  write  ; We 
. shall  afford  every  assistance  in  our  power  to  bring  the  settlement  of  Fort  Marlborough 
i to  the  perfection  you  wish,  for  which  purpose  we  have  purchased  a number  of  coffree 
i slaves  whom  we  are  training  up  as  carpenters  caulkers  smiths  and  coopers,  and  shall 
• send  them  thither  as  opportunities  offer.  Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  10  of 
1763,  153.  **  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letter’s  Vol.  7 of  1765-  1768,  18. 

~ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  24th  Feb.  1767,  Pub.  Diary  48  of  1767,  151. 
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Es.  150  each,  ordered  they  be  inspected  by  the  surgeons  and  should 
they  prove  free  of  any  defect,  it  is  agreed  to  accept  them.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  7th  May  1765  : The  agents 
to  the  captors  of  Fort  Augustus  and  Earee  having  made  a tender 
of  25  coffree  slaves  belonging  to  the  captors,  it  is  agreed  to 
purchase  them  on  the  Honourable  Company’s  account  and  the 
land  paymaster  is  therefore  ordered  to  settle  their  price  with  the 
captors  on  the  best  terms  he  may  be  able.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  1st  November  1768 : The 
marine  paymaster  and  superintendent  representing  that  they 
cannot  procure  a sufficient  number  of  coffree  slaves  for  the  use  of 
the  marine  yard,  they  are  ordered  to  agree  with  the  owners  of  any 
vessels  bound  to  Maskat  or  the  coast  of  Africa  for  ■whatever 
number  they  may  want  on  the  best  terms  they  can.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  21st  January  1771:  Public 
notices  must  immediately  be  issued  for  any  persons  desirous  of 
furnishing  the  Honourable  Company  with  800  slaves  to  be  delivered 
at  Fort  Marlborough,  namely  half  males  and  half  females,  not 
younger  than  twelve  nor  older  than  twenty-five  years ; and  such 
only  as  shall  be  landed  alive  to  be  paid  for;  to  deliver  in  their 
proposals  by  the  8th  of  next  month  (February  1771)  at  furthest.^ 

Letter  from  Mr.  John  Watson  to  the  President  and  Governor  of 
Bombay,  1st  February  1771:  Conformable  to  your  publication  for 
proposals  to  furnish  slaves  to  be  delivered  at  Fort  Marlborough,  I will 
enter  into  a contract  to  furnish  them  on  the  following  terms  : (1)  To 
be  paid  110  Spanish  dollars  a head  for  every  slave  delivered  at 
Fort  Marlborough  between  the  age  of  1-5  and  30,  half  of  them 
males  and  half  females  or  nearly  so  ; (2)  300  to  be  delivered  there 
in  one  year  from  this  date  and  the  remaining  500  to  be  delivered 
within  two  years  from  this  date;  (3)  Es  15,000  to  be  advanced  on 
signing  the  contract.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  18th  February  1771  : Eeper- 
used  the  proposals  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Watson  for  supplying  Fort 
Marlborough  with  slaves.  As  this  is  the  only  offer  made  us  in 
consequence  of  our  publication  and  as  they  represent  their  great 
want  of  slaves  and  it  also  appearing  these  proposals  are  reasonable 
it  is  agreed  the  same  be  accepted.® 

Court  to  Bombay,  1st  April  1772  : The  contract  you  have  entered 
into  with  Mr.  Watson  for  supplying  Fort  Marlborough  with  800 
slaves,  meets  with  our  approbation  except  the  stipulation  tliat 
there  should  be  an  equal  number  of  both  sexes.  We  therefore 
recommend  it  to  you  to  procure  the  number  that  shall  not  have 


’’  Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  26tli  June  1764,  Pub.  Diary  42  of  1764,  381. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  7th  May  1765,  Pub.  Diary  44  of  1765,  293, 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  1st  Nov.  1768,  Pub.  Diary  51  of  1768,  586. 

* Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  21st  Jan.  1771,  Pub.  Diary  57  of  1771,  65. 

^ Pub.  Diary  57  of  1771,  111. 

® Bom.  Gov.  Consultations  16tb  and  18th  Feb.  1771,  Pub.  Diary  57  of  1777 
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been  delivered  when  you  receive  this  letter  in  the  proportion  of  two 
males  to  one  female.^ 

Court  to  Bombay^  5th  July  1780;  Having  given  direction  to  our 
servants  on  the  west  coast  of  Sumatra  to  send  to  Bombay  on  the 
Snow  Elizabeth,  a number  of  colfrees  which  were  unnecessary  at 
the  beforementioned  settlement  we  direct  that  the  said  coffrees  be 
employed  under  your  Presidency  either  in  your  military  or  marine 
in  such  manner  as  you  shall  judge  will  best  promote  the  Company’s 
interest.  The  snow  likewise  is  to  be  detained  for  the  services  of 
your  marine.^ 

A population  return  of  1780  shows  that  of  a total  of  47,170 
people  431  were  slaves.  Of  these  slaves,  189  were  in  the  Bombay 
district  and  242  in  the  Mahim  district,  the  population  of  these 
two  districts  being  33,444  in  Bombay  and  1 3,726  in  Mdhim.^ 
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Court  to  Bombay  1st  April  1772,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  9 of  1772-1777,  45. 
Court  to  Bombay  5th  July  1780  para.  27,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  10  of 
1778  - 1783,  231  -232.  s p^b.  Diary  77  of  1780,  567  ■ 570. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

FORTIFICATIONS  AND  BUILDINGS. 

Section  I.— Fortifications. 

Of  the  fortifications  of  Bombay  in  1664^  when  the  Portuguese  allowed 
Mr.  Cooke  and  his  men  to  land  on  the  island^  Baldaeus  says  : The 
harbour  of  Bombay  is  furnished  with  a capital  castle  that  can  protect 
the  anchorage.^  Fryer  (New  Account^  63)  has  left  the  following 
description  written  in  December  1673:  At  first  landing  Cooke  and 
his  men  found  a pretty  well  seated  but  ill  fortified  house,  four  brass 
guns  being  the  whole  defence  of  the  island  except  a few  chambers 
(or  short  carriageless  cannon)  housed  in  small  towers  in  convenient 
places  to  scour  the  Malabar  pirates.  About  the  house  or  castle  in 
Bombay  was  a delicate  garden  said  to  be  the  pleasantest  in  India, 
Before  Fryer  reached  Bombay  (December  1672)  the  shady  walks 
of  this  garden  had  been  opened  to  the  sun  and  loaded  with  cannon,  the 
bowers  had  been  turned  to  ramparts,  the  trees  rooted  out,  and 
masonry  walls  had  taken  the  place  of  garden  fences.  These  changes 
were  the  result  of  an  order  of  the  Court  dated  1668  that  the  castle 
should  be  enlarged  and  strengthened.-  They  were  chiefly  carried  out 
by  Mr.  Philip  Gyfford  (1667-1670)  whom  Fryer  (Ditto,  65)  describes 
as  raising  and  in  a manner  finishing  the  bastions,  a work  which 
was  still  but  beginning  by  the  rest.  Between  1671  and  1673  Mr. 
Aungier  so  improved  the  fort  that  in  the  spring  (February  20)  of  1673 
finding  Bombay  fort  as  stark  as  the  deil  the  Dutch  retreated  to  their 
boats  without  any  booty. ^ 

In  December  1673  within  the  fort  were  mounted  120  jfieces  of  ordnance 
and  in  other  stands  20  more,  besides  sixty  field- pieces  in  their  carriages. 
To  the  fort  belonged  300  .Englishmen  and  400  Topasses  or  Portugal 
fii^men,  500  well  armed  Militia  under  English  leaders,  300  Bhandaris 
with  clubs  and  other  weapons,  and  some  thousands  more  that  could  not  be 
relied  on  if  matters  came  to  a push.  In  December  1673  Fryer  found  a 
trench  being  dug  out  of  the  hard  rock  round  the  castle  to  moat  it  with  the 
sea  and  horn  works  being  devised,  a v ork,  iu  FryeFs  opinion,  too  costly 
ever  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Company  and  at  the  same  time  faulty 
since  it  should  have  extended  to  a tank  without  the  parade.  In  another 
passage  (New  Account,  122)  written  two  years  later  (1675)  Fryer 
refers  to  certain  unnecessary  appendices  to  the  fort  being  pallisadoes 
in  mud  so  contrived  that  they  were  rather  a means  to  take  the  fort 


^ Baldaeus’  MalaMr  and  Coromandel  Coast : Amsterdam,  1672,  pase  68. 

2 Bruce’s  Annals,  II.  226. 

3 The  Dutch  commodore  Rickloffe  Vr^n  G-oen  besides  the  well  manned  fort  had  to 
face  three  English  and  five  allied  French  men-of-war.  He  withdrew  and  planned  a 
descent  on  Mafhim  but  Aungier  marched  to  M^him  and  lining  the  shore  with  his 
Bhanddris  and  other  troops  seemed  too  formidable  to  be  meddled  with,  Orme’s. 
Fragments  ; Anderson’s  English  in  Western  India,  59, 
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than  to  defend  it^  which  afterwards  were  all  washed  away  by  the 
rains.  ^ 

The  earliest  detected  reference  to  the  fortifications  in  the  Bombay 
Records^  is  in  a Surat  letter  to  Bombay  of  the  Gth  April  1672.  In  this 
letter  the  Council  write  : We  were  at  hrst  dissatisfied  in  your  beginning 
to  build  the  trench  about  the  fort  in  regard  of  the  great  charge  it  will 
put  the  Company  unto  and  the  hindrance  it  will  set  in  the  way  of  other 
necessary  works.  We  would  therefore  have  you  desist  from  going  on 
with  the  trench  until  the  President's  coming  down.  The  front  curtain 
we  judged  by  what  you  write  to  have  been  defensible  enough  against 
the  enemy.  Therefore  seeing  that  we  are  at  peace  with  all  and  have 
no  reason  to  fear  Shivaji,  we  would  have  you  desist  from  raising  it  at 
present  till  the  more  necessary  works  are  finished.^ 

A fortnight  later,  apparently  in  reply  to  a Bombay  letter  expressing 
satisfaction  at  the  advance  made  towards  completing  the  fort,  the 
Surat  Council  write  (23rd  April  1672)  : What  you  advise  concerning 
the  trench  gives  us  satisfaction  ; we  agree  with  you  in  hoping  the 
President  at  his  arrival  will  approve  of  what  you  have  done  therein. 
We  are  glad  to  hear  that  the  front  curtain  and  north-east  bastion  is 
in  such  a forwardness,  and  hope  the  next  monsoon  will  go  very  near  to 
complete  the  fort.^ 

In  1672-73  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  informed  the  Court 
that  Mr.  Aungier  had  gone  to  Bombay  in  May  1672,  where  his 
experience  and  authority  were  employed  in  putting  that  island  into  a 
state  of  defence  against  any  attack  which  might  be  meditated  by  the 
Butch  or  any  other  enemy ; that  he  had  strengthened  the  fortifications 
and  by  strict  discipline  prepared  the  troops  for  action  ; that  the  inhabit- 
ants were  formed  into  a militia  to  act  with  the  garrison ; that  the 
fortifications  as  originally  designed  by  Captain  Smith  were  upon  too 
j narrow  a scale  for  the  defence  of  the  island.'^ 

; In  1671-75  in  the  island  of  Bombay  the  enlargement  of  the  fortifi- 
cations had  been  postponed  from  the  want  of  money  to  defray  the 
charges  and  from  the  detection  and  punishment  of  a dangerous  mutiny 
in  Captain  ShaxtoiPs  company  of  infantry.^ 

In  the  following  year,  1676,  the  Bombay  Government  being 
apprehensive  of  danger  from  the  Portuguese,  the  Surat  Council  permit 


* The  improvements  after  1G71  were  mainly  due  to  Mr.  Herman  Bake  who  appeared 
! in  Surat  and  offered  his  services  for  the  surveying  of  the  Bombay  fortifications.  The 
; Surat  Council  accepted  his  offer,  Bake  agreeing  to  content  himself  with  a subsistence 
i allowance  till  the  Court  of  Directors  fixed  his  salary.  Bake  succeeded  two  military 
: officers,  Captains  Tolderey  and  Smith,  who  in  1669-70  had  been  entrusted  wdth  the 
] duties  as  the  Court  were  afraid  to  appoint  professional  engineers  because  they  would 
j require  large  salaries  and  would  lead  their  Employers  into  costly  speculations.  Bruce’s 
(Annals,  II.  254-255. 

‘ Surat  Fact.  Out.  Letter  Book  I of  1630- 1673,  248,  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  59. 

^ Surat  to  Bombay  23rd  April  1672,  Surat  FacL  Out.  L.  Book  1 of  1630- 1673,  257. 
Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  62. 

' ^ Bruce,  II.  317-318.  In  this  year  (1673,  Jan.  12-30)  the  French  traveller  Dellon 

(Bom.  Br.  E,  A.  S.  Jour.  XVII.  Ft.  II.  54)  describes  the  Castle  as  a very  fine  fort  in 
which  the  English  President  commonly  keeps  residence.  ® Bruce,  II.  367. 


Chapter  IV. 

Fortifications 
and  Buildings. 

Trench 
and  Bastions, 
1672. 


1675. 


Toddy  Tree 
and  Dirt 
Breast-work 
at  Mdhim, 
1676. 


Chapter  IV. 

Fortifications 
and  Buildings. 

Toddy  Tree 
and  Dirt 
Breast-work 
at  Mdhim, 
1676. 


Colonel  Bake, 
1676. 


One  Per  Cent 
Fortification 
Duty, 
1677. 


[Historical 

270  BOMBAY  TOWN 

them  to  build  a breast-work  at  Maliim.  The  Surat  letter  of  7th 
April  says  : We  have  already  given  you  our  directions  which  we 
again  confirm  that  seeing  the  monsoon  is  so  far  spent,  we  cannot  think 
of  building  any  fort  or  bulwarks  at  Mahim ; yet  if  you  are  anyways 
apprehensive  of  danger  from  the  Portuguese  or  others  you  may  build 
a strong  breast-work  of  toddy  trees  and  dirt  which  will  be  of  sufficient 
force  to  withstand  all  their  attempts.^ 

During  the  next  seven  months  the  progress  with  these  works  of 
defence  seems  to  have  been  somewhat  slow.  On  the  4th  November  1676 
the  Surat  Council  write  to  Bombay  : For  the  advance  of  the 
Company'^s  interest  and  the  general  gain  of  the  island  we  think  good 
to  recommend  you  to  hasten  the  bastion  so  fast  as  you  can.  We 
are  ashamed  that  work  should  lie  so  long  on  hand.  That  it  may  be 
finished  with  all  speed,  except  you  have  some  work  to  do  to  the 
hospital,  we  would  have  you  lay  aside  all  work  till  the  bastion  be  done.^ 

About  this  time  (1676)  Colonel  Bake,  who  had  been  engineer  in 
charge  of  the  fortification  works,  returned  from  England  to  Bombay  and 
went  by  land  to  Surat.  On  the  14th  November  1676  the  Surat 
Council  write  : By  the  Uoigh  Colonel  Herman  Bake  returns  to  his 
charge  on  the  island.  As  the  Honourable  Company  have  been 
abundant  kind  to  him  we  would  have  you  be  favourable  and  respectful 
unto  him  and  in  building  the  fort  give  him  all  possible  help  you  can.  He 
has  desired  us  to  defray  his  charge  coming  up  hither  by  land.  We 
have  referred  him  for  that  and  some  other  requests  unto  you,  and  would 
have  you  pay  him  what  you  judge  reasonable  though  it  would  have  been 
less  charge  had  he  come  upon  the  ships.  For  your  better  government 
we  here  enclose  copies  of  clauses  of  the  Company's  letter  touching  him 
and  Doctor  Wilson  wherein  you  will  find  the  Company  have  given  the 
Colonel  £100  salary  and  £50  gratuity.  His  diet-money  we  had  some 
time  in  dispute.  At  length  we  determined  that  also  should  be  allowed 
him  with  the  proviso  that,  in  case  the  Honourable  Company  shall  not 
approve,  he  must  make  the  charge  good  to  the  Company  here.^ 

Within  months  Colonel  Bake  died  at  Bombay.  On  the  26tb 
January  1677  the  Surat  Council  write  to  Bombay  : We  are  sorry 
for  the  death  of  Colonel  Bake.  We  would  now  have  the  fortifications 
continued  as  they  were  in  his  absence  by  Mr.  John  Cooper.^ 

To  meet  the  heavy  fortification  charges  special  taxes  were  found 
necessary.  One  form  of  this  taxation  was  the  imposition  of  an 
additional  customs  duty.  A Bombay  letter  to  the  Court  of  24th  January 
1677  has  the  following  : Captain  Shaxton  deceased,  farmed  the  one 
per  cent  custom  for  the  fortifications,  in  which  he  pretended  to  have 
received  a considerable  loss.^ 


^ Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1675-76,  108.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  94, 

2 Surat  to  Bombay  4th  Hov.  1676,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1675-76  240. 
Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  108.  ’ 

^ Surat  to  Bombay  14th  Nov.  1676,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B,  2 of  1675-76,  251. 

Surat  to  Bombay,  dated  Swally  Marine  26th  Jan.  1677,  Surat  Fact.  Out  L B.  3 of 
1677-1700,8. 

® Bombay  to  Court  24th  Jan.  1677>  Sec.  Out.  L.  B,  4 of  1677  ■ 1687,  13-14. 
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In  reporting  to  the  Court  the  progress  o£  the  fort  the  Bombay  Council 
on  the  24th  January  1677  write  : We  are  getting  up  our  fourth  and 
last  and  indeed  our  best  bastion.  It  is  very  difficult  being  so  far  in 
the  sea  that  we  can  work  on  the  foundation  only  at  new  moon  springs 
and  then  but  two  or  three  hours  a day  for  four  or  five  days.  We 
have  both  sides  pretty  well  up  to  high-water  mark  and  next  spring  we 
hope  to  finish  the  foundation  of  all.  After  this  we  shall  quickly  run 
it  up.  Then  we  want  only  finishing  the  ditch  and  a ravelin  with  the 
two  horn  works,  if  they  shall  be  found  necessary,  which  will  make  the 
fort  one  of  the  strongest  in  India.^ 

On  the  21st  October  1677  the  Bombay  Government  wrote  to 
Surat : We  are  putting  our  fort  in  the  best  posture  of  defence 
possible  in  case  of  any  accident,  fitting  all  our  guns  with  shot  and 
partridges,  ready  filling  our  granados,  making  200  or  300  powder 
shots  and  stink  pots,  and  getting  all  other  necessaries  in  a readiness 
that  we  may  not  be  taken  unprovided.” 

In  1679-80  the  Government  of  Bombay  concluded  that  they  could 
not  promise  that  the  revenues  would  improve  while  the  island  was  so 
imminently  exposed  to  the  native  powers.  They  thought  it  would  not 
be  prudent  to  discontinue  the  fortifications  because  the  workmen  who 
had  received  wages  under  this  head,  having  no  other  subsistence,  would 
necessarily  leave  the  island  and  the  cultivation  of  the  land  cease. ^ 

In  spite  of  this  provision  of  arms  and  ammunition  the  fort  seems  to 
have  been  by  no  means  completed.  In  a letter  to  Bombay  on  the  15th 
August  1683  the  Court  write  : We  would  have  you  with  all  manner 
of  thrift  and  good  husbandry  finish  that  bastion  and  trench  which  are 
not  yet  completed.  We  shall  recommend  it  to  our  President  and  Council 
at  Surat  to  order  such  ship  or  ships  of  ours  that  have  been  or  shall  be 
freighted  to  stay  some  time  in  the  country  to  ride  in  Bombay  road 
when  they  shall  find  the  exigency  of  our  affairs  and  your  security  to 
I require  it.  Subsequently  in  their  letter  to  Surat  on  the  7th  April  1684 
the  Court  add  : Care  must  be  taken  concerning  the  workmen  employed 
; in  building  or  repairing  that  bastion.^ 

In  this  same  letter  to  Surat  of  the  7th  April  1684  the  Court 
direct  the  transfer  of  guns  to  Bombay.  They  write  : Any  of  our 
^ guns  not  in  use  in  Surat  may  be  sent  to  Bombay  to  be  mounted  as  a 
further  strength  to  our  island.^ 

In  1685-86  the  island  of  Bombay  had  not  recovered  from  the  effects  of 
Captain  Keigwiffis  rebellion  (1683-84)  and  measures  for  its  improvement 
were  rather  on  paper  than  in  practice.  The  fortifications  required  repairs 
and  additions  and  the  garrison  needed  a supply  of  recruits  to  render  it 
efficient  that  the  island  might  become  a centre  for  trade.® 
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1 Bombay  to  Court  24th  Jan.  1677,  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677  - 1687,  10. 

2 Bombay  to  Surat  21st  Oct.  1677,  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677  - 1687,  59.  Forrest’s  Home 

Series,  I.  139.  ^ Bruce,  II.  444. 

■ Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  1 of  1681  - 1685,  55,  82. 

® Court  to  Surat  7th  April  1684,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Yol.  1 of  1681-1685,  86. 

® Bruce.  II.  564. 
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Though  the  fort  at  M5him  was  of  little  use  it  was  supposed  the 
house  there  would  make  a good  fort  at  a small  cost.  In  1686  on  the  6th 
September,  the  Bombay  Deputy  Governor  and  Council  write  to  Sir 
John  Gayer,  General  and  President,  Surat:  Since  we  received  your 
orders  to  place  the  Hunter  frigate  before  Mahim  to  constrain  all 
vessels  to  pay  customs  there,  we  have  been  round  the  islands  Verrele 
(Warli)  and  Mahim,  and  do  find  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  building 
up  of  some  forts  or  watch-houses  that  are  fallen  down  and  are  afalling.. 
Ihe  fort  at  Mahim  is  not  worth  a doit  and  the  house  is  afalling  down. 
It  is  concluded  by  all  of  us,  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  Mr. 
John  Butler,  that  the  house  at  Mahim  is  well  situated  and  will  be 
cheaper  made  into  a fort  or  garrison  than  it  can  be  repaired  as  a house. 
M^e  would  have  had  Mr.  John  Coopery’s  advice  on  this  point  but  he  is 
very  ill  and  hath  been  ill  for  some  time.  We  have  thought  of  going  on 
with  the  said  work  and  will  find  out  a way  to  defray  the  charge  of 
it.  We  hope  your  Excellency  will  come  and  settle  matters  yourself. 
Till  your  coming  we  take  all  the  care  we  can  to  secure  the  island  and 
will  spend  no  more  money  in  doing  of  it  than  needs  must.  The  Hunter 
is  gone  to  her  berth  before  Mahim  Avith  orders  to  enforce  the  customs. 

The  Deputy  Governor  Sir  John  Wyborne  has  sent  Lieutenant 
Jacob  Barbor  to  command  at  Mahim,  judging  it  a command  too  big 
for  a Serjeant,  and  a trust  too  great  for  any  under  the  degree  of  a 
commission  officer  and  he  a sober  responsible  man  J 

At  the  close  of  the  same  year  (1686)  the  Bombay  Government 
communicated  to  the  Court  the  results  of  several  surveys  made  on  the 
island  since  Sir  John  Wyborne  assumed  the  government  of  Bombay. 
In  a letter,  the  29th  December  1686,  they  Avrite : Since  Sir  John 
Wyborne^s  arrival  to  the  Government  Ave  have  with  great  care  and 
diligence  made  several  surveys  about  the  island.  We  find  many  things 
highly  necessary  to  be  done,  and  principally  that  some  forts  and  out- 
works must  be  built  before  Ave  can  give  any  repulse  to  an  enemy^s 
landing  upon  us.  The  draining  of  batty  ground  Avill  be  of  advantage 
when  effected  but  the  charge  of  it  will  not  in  many  years  be  defrayed. 
The  main  thing  to  carry  on  Avhat  we  here  mention,  is  treasure.  At 
present  we  have  little  more  than  Avill  pay  the  cost  of  the  garrison 
charges.  And  to  draAV  on  Surat  factory,  Ave  are  highly  sensible,  will 
not  at  present  accommodate  us.  That  the  principal  bastion  and  curtain 
are  still  unfinished  is  really  a pity.  The  reason  your  Honours  well 
knoAv,  which  does  not  only  hinder  that  good  intent  of  building  barracks 
in  the  fort,  but  the  effecting  many  other  designs  laid  down  by  your 
Honours.^ 

The  following  Bombay  orders  from  the  General  Sir  John  Gayer  and 
Council  to  officers  in  charge  of  Mahim  and  Sion  forts  in  1691-95 
shoAV  that  these  forts  were  placed  under  ensigns  and  serjeants.  In 


^ Bombay  to  Surat  6th  Sept.  1686,  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677-1687,  16.  Forrest’s 
Home  Series,  I.  145  - 146. 

2 Bombay  to  Court  29th  Dec.  1686,  Sec,  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677-  1687,  40  - 43.  Forrest’s 
Home  Series,  I.  148. 
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1694  an  order,  dated  the  2nd  August,  directs  Lieut.  James  Hanmer  to 
repair  to  Mahim  and  receive  charge  o£  the  fort  from  Ensign  Caddie. 
In  1695,  the  17th  January,  an  order  directs  Ensign  William  Shaw  to 
repair  to  Mahim  and  receive  charge  of  the  fort  there  from  Mr. 
William  Aislabie  and  follow  such  directions  as  Mr.  Aislabie  had.  In 
the  same  year  Government  issued  similar  orders  : One  dated  14th 
January  directing  Serjeant  Eocke  to  repair  to  Sion  to  receive  charge 
of  that  fort  from  Serjeant  Shaw  and  to  follow  such  orders  as  Serjeant 
Shaw  had.  And  the  other  dated  8th  February  directing  Serjeant 
William  Swan  to  repair  to  Sion  to  receive  charge  of  that  post  from 
Serjeant  George  Eocke  and  follow  such  orders  as  Serjeant  Eocke  had.^ 

Towards  the  close  of  the  17th  century  the  necessity  of  erecting  a 
strong  fort  at  Mahim  occupied  the  attention  of  Government.  But, 
in  consequence  of  the  troubles  at  Surat,  Sir  John  Gayer  had  to  leave 
Bombay  for  Surat  and  the  Deputy  Governor  Mr.  J.  Burniston  and 
Council  at  Bombay  had  therefore  to  forward  the  Mahim  fort  scheme 
to  Surat.  In  1700,  the  28th  November,  the  Bombay  letter  says  : 
Herewith  we  remit  what  letters  we  have  hitherto  received  in  your 
Excellency's  absence,  as  likewise  Captain  Stacey^ s opinion  of  the  fort 
at  Mahim,  with  a scheme  and  calculation  of  what  the  charges  may 
amount  to.^ 

After  waiting  for  a month,  on  the  28th  December  the  Bombay 
Council  again  write  to  Surat : When  your  Excellency  shall  think  fit 
to  send  your  orders  for  Mahim  fort,  a due  respect  and  regard  shall  be 
had  thereto.^ 

Between  December  1700  and  August  1701  orders  on  the  Mdhim  fort 
scheme  were  received  and  the  work  was  begun.  On  the  2nd  August 
1701  the  Bombay  Government  issue  the  following  order  to  Lieute- 
nant Shaw  at  Mahim : By  the  bearer  hereof  Mr.  Chr.  Boone  we 
send  you  Xeraphins  200  (about  Es.  145)  to  defray  charges  on  account 
of  the  designed  new  fort.  You  must  keep  an  exact  account  how,  when, 
and  to  whom  you  dispose  thereof.  You  must  also  send  for  half  the 
Gentu  and  other  soldiers  (Europeans  and  Topasses  excepted)  from 
Warli  and  other  places  under  your  direction  to  bring  stones  and  other 
materials  for  the  use  of  the  said  designed  fort.  On  Monday  next 
we  design  to  send  you  from  hence  half  of  our  Gentu  and  other  soldiers 
from  Mazgaon  for  the  same  intent ; and  also  two  stone  cutters.  The 
two  boats  you  are  to  keep  constantly  employed.  Notwithstanding 
the  lascars  are  down  here,  we  suppose  some  of  the  forementioned 
soldiers  can  carry  the  stones  from  Darvye  (Dharavi)  to  Mahim  and 
back  again  as  well  as  lascars.^ 

On  the  8th  August  1701  Government  issue  the  following  orders  to 
Lieutenant  Shaw  : Herewith  comes  a list  of  the  Gentu  soldiers  we 
send  from  hence  to  work  upon  the  designed  new  fort.  All  of  them  you 
are  to  keep  constantly  employed.  As  soon  as  the  rains  are  over,  they 


* Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  5 of  1694-1696,  6,  30,  31,  34.  ^ See.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699-1702,  3. 
3 Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699-1702,  12. 

^ Bom,  Gov.  Order  to  Lt.  Shaw,  2nd  Aug.  1701,  Sec.  Out.  L,  B.  7 of  1699-1702,63. 
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shall  settle  with  you.  You  must  allow  them  half  a hlidng 
five  shers  tobacco  every  month. ^ 

To  procure  materials  for  the  new  fort  at  MMiim,  on  the  26th  August 
Lieutenant  Shaw  received  the  following  orders : Let  your  j^eople 
begin  to  pull  down  all  the  old  warehouses  belonging  to  the  Bight 
Honourable  Company  at  Mahim  except  that  of  which  you  spoke  to 
Captain  Stacey ; let  this  stand  till  we  order  the  contrary.^ 

The  1701  records  contain  orders  for  the  transfer  of  officers  and  men 
from  one  fort  to  another,  issued  under  the  signatures  of  the  Deputy 
Governor  and  the  members  of  Council  or  that  of  the  Secretary  by 
order.  An  order  to  Lieutenant  William  Shaw  dated  3rd  July  runs  : 
The  bearers  hereof,  a Serjeant,  six  English  and  six  Topass  soldiers, 
we  send  to  reside  in  Warli  Fort.  If  you  think  any  of  your  men  are 
more  fit  for  that  charge  than  some  of  these,  you  are  to  exchange  so 
many  as  you  shall  judge  necessary.  That  being  done,  send  them  away 
to  Warli  forthwith  with  the  best  instructions  you  can  give  them  for 
the  better  defence  of  the  place.  For  your  own  better  government 
that  garrison  is  to  be  under  your  direction  a ad  you  are  upon  all 
occasions  to  give  them  the  necessary  orders  sending  us  advices 
thereof.^ 

A Government  order  dated  the  11th  August  shows  that  Captain 
Michell  George  was  in  charge  of  the  Dongri  Fort.  Owing  to  ill  health 
he  was  directed  to  make  over  charge  to  Ensign  William  Shepherd.^ 

On  the  23rd  October  the  following  order  was  issued  to  Ensign  William 
Shepherd  : On  receipt  hereof  deliver  up  the  charge  of  Dongri  Fort 
to  Serjeant  Jacob  Barlow  'whom  we  have  ordered  to  take  possession 
thereof,  and  do  you  forthwith  return  to  Bombay  Castle  to  do  duty  as 
formerly.^ 

The  same  day  Serjeant  Samuel  Sellers  received  the  following  order  ; 
On  receipt  hereof  rej)air  to  Mazgaon  and  take  charge  of  the  fort  there 
from  Serjeant  Jacob  Barlow,  who  on  delivery  of  our  orders  herewith 
given  you  for  him  will  put  you  in  possession  of  Mazgaon  Fort.^ 

The  fortifications  at  Mahim,  begun  about  the  close  of  1700,  continued 
in  progress  during  the  next  two  years.  Besides  at  Mahim,  about  the 
middle  of  the  same  year  1702,  Government  ordered  a small  fort  to 
be  erected  at  Sion  and  the  breach  caused  in  the  Warli  Fort  by  the 
early  heavy  monsoon  to  be  built  up."^ 

On  the  2nd  June  1702  the  Deputy  Governor  writes  to  Lieutenant 
Shaw  ; We  take  notice  of  the  accident  you  write  is  befallen  the  plat- 
form boats.  We  are  glad  it  proved  no  worse.  As  the  lasears  have 
been  excused  all  the  summer  from  the  woi'k  by  reason  of  their 
voyaging  to  and  fro,  we  think  it  very  reasonable  that  during 


1 Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699-1702,  70.  2 Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699-1702,  75. 

5 Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699-1702,  63-64.  ^ Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699-1702,  71. 

^ Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699-1702,  100.  ^ ggg^  Qut.  L.  B.  7 of  1699-1702,  99. 

7 Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699-1702,  137,151,164,  169,  174,  175,  177,181-183,  192,  193, 
200,  207,  210.  The  chief  payments  were  800  Xeraphins  on  the  14th  of  Feh.,  500  on 
the  10th  of  April,  500  on  the  8th  of  May,  500  on  the  2nd  of  .Tune,  500  on  the  1st  of  Aug., 
.500- on  the  12th  of  Sept.,  500  on  the  3l8t  of  Oct.,  and  1000  on  the  1st  of  Dec. 
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the  rainy  season  they  do  now  assist  at  the  work.  As  to  the  Knlambls, 
we  cannot  reasonably  expect  they  should  come  to  the  work  it  now 
beino*  the  time  for  them  to  sow  their  landsd 

On  June  26th  he  writes  : The  General  and  Council  (at  Surat) 
having  ordered  us  to  finish  the  Mahim  Fort  with  all  possible  speedy 
we  desire  that  you  will  take  care  that  no  time  be  lost  or  misspent. 
To  that  end  we  would  have  you  forthwith  entertain  such  and  as 
many  people  as  you  think  may  be  necessary  for  its  more  speedy  erecting. 
We  have  ordered  the  Bombay  chunam  maker  here  to  make  chunam 
for  us  as  fast  as  he  can^  the  which  shall  be  sent  you  as  you  want  it. 
We  have  likewise  ordered  Mr.  Ward  to  send  his  boat  and  lascars  when 
he  has  no  urgent  occasion  for  them  for  the  use  of  the  yacht,  to  assist 
in  towing  up  the  stone  boats  or  in  whatsoever  else  there  is  occasion 
for  them.  We  have  sent  up  Dorab  NanabhM  and  Putlaji  Scrivan  to 
assist  in  keeping  the  people  to  their  work.^ 

On  July  10th  he  writes  : We  would  have  you  entertain  as  soon 
as  you  can  200  sepoys  more.  For  the  present  let  them  be  listed  under 
the  subhedars  of  Mahim  and  Warlg  half  in  one  and  half  in  the  other 
company.  The  13th  instant  we  shall  send  up  the  engineer  to  Sion  to 
direct  the  erection  of  a small  work  there.  Therefore  till  that  day  and 
no  longer^  you  must  employ  the  Sion  sepoys  at  Mahim 

On  July  1.5th  he  adds  : Till  the  work  at  Sion  is  finished  the 
Deputy  Governor  and  Council  would  have  you  not  call  the  Kulambis 
of  that  place  and  the  villages  adjacent  to  their  wonted  service  at 
Mahim  so  that  they  may  afford  it  to  the  works  at  Sion ; you  must 
order  Mr.  Duren  to  give  his  utmost  assistance  for  the  more  speedy 
and  well  erecting  of  it.^ 

On  Aus^ust  1st  he  writes : The  General  and  Council  at  Surat 
having  directed  tire  breach  in  the  Warli  Fort  to  be  repaired,  you  must 
order  the  subhedar  and  sepoys  belonging  to  that  place  to  repair  it. 
On  Monday  or  Tuesday  we  will  order  Mr.  Duren  to  supervise  them. 
Meanwhile  let  them  be  clearing  the  stones  from  the  rubbish  and 
getting  together  what  quantity  of  stones  they  can.® 

What  chuncna  we  have  ready  here,  which  we  suppose  is  about  25 
hhandis,  is  ordered  to  be  sent  to  you  as  soon  as  possible.  The  rainy 
weather  has  hitherto  prevented  more  being  made  because  the  pits  could 
not  be  kept  clear  of  water.  MTien  the  weather  begins  to  be  somewhat 
fair,  more  shall  be  got  ready  here  as  fast  as  we  can.  We  would  have 
you  give  the  like  order  to  the  chunam-makers  atDhardvi.® 

The  3rd  August  he  continues : On  receipt  hereof  you  must  order 
the  subhedar  and  sepoys  at  AVarli  to  build  up  the  breach  in  the  fort 
as  soon  as  they  possibly  can,  and  in  such  manner  as  they  think  will 
be  most  defensible.  It  must  be  built  with  stones  only,  without 
chunam.  The  Deputy  Governor  and  Council  apprehending  there  is 
no  occasion  to  send  the  engineer  up  to  direct  them,  we  omit  it.'^ 
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’ Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699-1702,  169.  2 gee.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699-  1702,  174. 

3 Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699  - 1703,  175.  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699  - 1702,  177. 
® Sec.  Out.  L,  B.  7 of  1699  - 1702,  181.  « Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699-  1702,  18K 

7 Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699  - 1702,  182. 
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August  5th  : We  have  ordered  Santapa  to  furnish  the  subheddr  at 
Warli  with  what  tools  he  has  occasion  for  for  the  buildino*  up  that 
breach.i 

The  5th  August  he  writes ; What  chufmm  was  ready  made  here 
is  sent  to  you.  More  shall  be  sent  to  you  as  soon  as  it  can  be  made. 
For  the  more  speedy  supplying  you  therewith,  we  have  ordered  the 
kilns  to  be  covered,  so  that  the  people  may  daily  make  some  whether 
the  weather  be  dry  or  rainy.  The  same  you  must  cause  if  possible 
■ to  be  done  at  Dhardvi.  In  order  thereto  if  you  have  or  can  borrow 
any  old  timber  that  will  serve  to  build  a shed  over  the  kilns  we 
■'Would  have  you  supply  the  owners  of  the  kilns  with  timber  and  cause 
the  kilns  to  be  covered,  so  that  the  people  may  make  chunam  in  them 
with  the  utmost  speed.  We  had  rather  the  Company  should  be  at  a 
small  charge  to  cover  the  kilns  than  that  ‘for  want  of  chunam  the 
work  should  be  retarded.^ 

The  12th  September  he  writes:  M^'e  wonder  the  Warli  sepoys 
have  not  in  all  this  time  made  up  the  breach  in  that  fort.  If  they 
have  not  done  it  by  Tuesday  or  lYednesday  next,  it  is  our  present 
thought  to  order  them  to  desist  there  and  return  to  their  former 
occupations  with  you.^ 

The  General  and  Council  at  Surat  write  us  by  almost  every  con- 
veyance to  get  on  with  the  new  work  with  all  possible  vigour.  This 
we  desire  you  will  see  performed.  Chunam  you  shall  not  want.  "We 
can  supply  you  with  it  now  faster  than  you  can  expend  it.^ 

The  22nd  September  he  writes  : On  receipt  hereof  call  daily  to 
the  work  at  M^him  the  subhedar  of  Warli  with  all  his  people,  except 
twenty  who  are  to  remain  at  Warli  to  keep  watch  in  that  fort  and  to 
repair  as  fast  as  they  can  the  breach  thereof.^ 

The  23rd  November  he  writes  : If  you  are  in  great  want  of  boats 
to  bring  up  to  you  chunam  and  stones  you  must  hire  such  as  will  Bp 
most  useiul.'’ 

The  1704  Compilation  of  Standing  Orders  has  the  following  entry  : 
Under  paragraph  32  of  their  letter  of  I2th  January  the  Court  have 
granted  to  Bombay  a general  liberty  to  fortify  the  island,  and  do  everv 
tiling  needful  for  its  security.'^  ^ 

In  connection  with  these  fortifications  it  came  to  the  notice  of  the 
Court  of  Directors  that  a practice  existed  of  deductino-  certain 
percentages  for  the  benefit  of  the  person  in  charge  of  the  wmrks. 

On  the  24th  of  March  1710  the  Court  write:  We  can  by  no 
means  permit  the  purser  marine,  the  master  of  the  works,  or  any  other 
officer,  to  deduct  from  the  workmen  one-tenth  or  any  ^ part  of  their 
wages  ; for  that  is  in  consequence  either  taking  all  that  money  out  of 
our  pockets  or  employing  such  as  are  not  fit  for  our  service.  As  to 
the  five  per  cent  exacted  on  all  provisions  it  is  downright  robbino*  us 


» Seo.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699  - 1702,  182. 

3 Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699-  1702,  192. 

® Sec,  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699  - 1702,  193.  ® Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699 -170o'  207 

^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715  - 1721,  141. 


2 Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699-1702,  182-183. 
^ Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  7 of  1699  - 1702,  192. 
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of  all  that  money.  We  will  not  allow  any  persons  who  pay  our  money 
for  garrison  works  or  other  disbursements  to  deduct  any  thing  for 
their  i^rivate  advantaged 

Foi  the  building  of  the  Town- wall_,  which  was  completed  in  1716^ 
the  Court  in  1710  allovT^ed  a special  tax  to  be  levied.^ 

It  was  hoped  that  the  proceeds  of  the  special  town-wall  tax  together 
with  contributions  from  the  people  would  in  a few  years  reimburse  the 
Company  for  the  great  cost  of  the  town  wall.  On  this  subject  the 
Court  writes  on  the  21st  February  1717  : We  take  notice  that  you 
have  the  inhabitants^  assurance  of  raising  fifty  thousand  Xeraphins 
towards  the  charge  of  the  town  wall.  We  also  find  that  the  mer- 
chants have  taxed  themselves  to  pay  an  additional  duty  of  two  per 
cent  on  all  goods  imported  in  boats  or  vessels^  three-mast  ships  excepted. 
That  the  land-men  will  pay  a tax  sufficient  to  complete  one  bastion 
to  be  raised  in  a term  of  years.  That  these  contributions  will  in 
about  fourteen  years  reimburse  our  charge^  and  the  buildings  Avill  want 
no  repairs  in  many  years.  \¥e  recite  these  things  to  keep  them  in 
your  and  our  own  minds  that  we  may  yearly  hear  from  you  what  is 
received  thereupon  towards  this  additional  great  charge.^ 

In  the  same  letter,  para  68,  the  Court  add  : Advise  us  likewise 
yearly  what  comes  in  of  the  moneys  to  be  raised  as  the  landed  men^s 
tax  on  themselves  to  complete  one  bastion  as  mentioned  in  your  para 
12  of  the  7th  January  and  towards  the  fifty  thousand  Xeraphins 
mentioned  in  your  para  18  of  the  26th  September,  if  these  two  are 
separate  contributions.  This  Ave  would  suppose  because  in  proportion 
to  the  AAdiole  seven  one  bastion  will  cost  under  three  and  twenty 
thousand  Xeraphins,  adding  the  curtain  to  it.^ 

During  the  folloAving  seven  years  (1717-1721)  the  expense  of  rais- 
ing and  repairing  fortifications  continued  increasing  till  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Court  it  had  swelled  into  an  enormous  sum.  In  consequence  of 
this  in  1724  the  local  authorities  Avere  forbidden  beginning  such  Avorks 
Avithout  the  CourCs  previous  sanction. 

In  their  letter  of  the  25th  March  1724  the  Court  write:  For  the 
future  let  no  new  buildings  be  begun  till  you  receive  our  leave.  Take 
care  to  send  us  with  the  survey  a calculation  of  the  charge.  If  at  any 
time  you  are  forced  to  make  any  repairs,  donT  let  them  be  set  about  till 
you  have  a report  of  Avhat  is  proposed  to  be  done  and  a particular 
account  of  the  charge  for  your  approbation  and  see  that  this  report 
and  your  orders  upon  it  are  entered  in  your  Consultation.  Keep  separate 
: the  accounts  of  each  repairs  and  of  each  work  done.  When  you  settle  the 
paymasters  accounts  enter  in  Consultation  Avhat  they  are  and  the  cost 
that  we  may  take  cognizance  of  them  here.  Do  not  blend  the  general 


^ Court  to  Bombay  24th  March  1710  para  72,  Comp, 
1715-1721,143. 


of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of 


Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1715-1721,  145.  An  inscription  removed  from 
I the  Apollo  Gateway  about  1856  stated  that  the  town  wall  was  completed  on  the 
list  June  1716  when  the  Honourable  Charles  Boone  Esq.  was  Governor.  Bom 
:Quar.  Keview,  III.  (1856),  34. 

Court  to  Bombay  21st  Feb.  1717  para  63.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol  1 of  171,^- 

1721,149.  r « . uii/io 


Court  to  Bombay  21st  Feb.  1717  para  68. 
1721,  150. 


Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  1 of  1716- 


Chapter  IV- 

Fortifications 
and  Buildings. 

Town  Wall, 
1716-17. 


Building  Charges 
Unbearable, 
1724. 


Chapter  IV. 

Fortifications 
and  Buildings. 

Building  Charges 
Unbearable, 
1724. 


Bandar  Pier, 
1728. 


Clerk  of  the 
Works, 
17.34. 


[Historical 

278  BOMBAY  TOWN 

charges  together.  In  lumped  accounts  we  cannot  form  anything  of  a 
judgment  which  if  reduced  to  particulars  we  might  have  done.  To.  ’ 
prevent  any  one  in  future  diverting  our  cash  designed  for  trade  hyr 
laying  it  out  in  buildings,  we  add  that  if  hereafter  any  new  buildingss 
be  set  about  without  our  previous  leave  from  hence,  we  shall  expect t 
the  President  and  Council  to  reimburse  and  repay  into  our  cash  what-- 
ever  is  expended  thereon,  and  will  do  our  utmost  to  recover  it.  AVcb 
have  come  to  this  resolution  to  prevent  any  more  lavishing  away 
our  money  in  the  manner  we  have  for  some  time  past  so  often ii 
complained  of.^ 

In  1727  (18th  Jan.)  Joao  de  Saldanha  da  Gama  Viceroy  of  Goaii 
writes  to  the  King  of  Portugal : The  Castle  of  Bombay  in  the  city  v 
has  six  modern  bastions  begun  in  1716.  Its  artillery  is  not  known,,! 
but  it  is  well  defended.  The  Viceroy  also  mentions  forts  at  Dongri, 
Mazgaon,  Siwri,  Sion,  Mahim,  Warli,  and  Butcher's  Island.^ 

In  1728  the  President,  the  Honourable  Mr.  Phipps,  ordered  the  Com--| 
mittee  of  Surveys  to  survey  the  bandar  pier  and  report  to  Government. . i 
On  the  11th  November  1728  the  Committee  write  : Having, in  pursuance  u 
of  your  Honour^s  order,  surveyed  the  bandar  pier  we  beg  leave  to  lay  the  5 
following  report  thereof  before  your  Honour.  By  the  inf ormation  1 1 
we  have  from  Bamji  Purvoe  who  was  at  the  building  said  pier  we ; ' 
understand  that  there  was  not  any  foundation  only  what  its  own  i 
weight  formed  nor  regular  cut  stones  except  the  butt  end.  ThisJ 
deficiency  is  the  cause  of  its  decay  and  present  ill  state.  To  the  best ; 
of  our  judgment  from  what  we  now  perceive  and  what  we  have  from  i. 
information  learnt  it  cannot  stand  any  considerable  time  without  con-  •* 
tinual  charge  of  repairs  which  of  necessity  must  be  great.  Now  ini 
order  perfectly  to  secure  the  present  pier  we  do  judge  the  strongest  u 
and  cheapest  method  is  to  case  it  with  regular  cut  stones,  the  two  out-  - I 
ward  ones  being  well  clamped  and  the  whole  work  laid  with  lime.  . i 
Sinking  the  foundation  of  the  casing  to  a firm  bottom  will  effectually  ' 
secure  the  whole.  A profile  of  the  old  and  new  work  we  herewith  repre-  -i 
sent  to  your  Honour  with  its  references,  As  to  the  additional  length,  if 
intended  for  the  boats  to  be  always  floating  and  to  serve  as  a landing  • 
place  at  all  time  of  tides,  it  must  be  extended  500  feet.^ 

At  their  Consultation  on  the  27th  April  1734  the  Bombay  Govern- 
ment appointed  an  overseer  of  the  Company's  works  and  a master  ■ 
of  arms.  The  reasons  for  this  appointment  are  thus  stated:  There  *: 
being  a want  of  a proper  person  to  oversee  the  Company's  works  as  . i 
well  as  a master  of  arms  and  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell  first  Lieutenant  : i 
of  the  Jr'rincess  Carolina  galley,  being  an  ingenioxis  person  and  having  • 
a good  notion  of  architecture  and  other  parts  of  the  mathematics,  is 
willing  to  undertake  those  posts  until  we  are  supplied  with  another 
from  our  Honourable  Masters,  at  the  usual  allowance  and  house  rent, 
namely  Es.  30  a month  as  clerk  of  the  works  and  Es.  40  as  master  • 
of  arms,  he  is  accordingly  entertained  as  clerk  of  the  works  and  : 
master  of  arms  at  the  aforesaid  rates  from  1st  March  1734.^ 

1 Court  to  Bombay  25th  March  1724  paras  78,  79.  Comp,  of  Standiim  Ord.  Vol.  1 
of  1716  -1721,  165. 

' Archivo  Portuguez  Oriental  Fas  6 Supplement  New  Goa,  1876,  pages  287  - 292. 

Pub.  Diary  3 of  1727-28,  216.  ^ Pub.  Diary  7 of  1734,  9.3. 
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At  a Consultation,  the  4tli  April  17  37,  the  President  acquaints  the 
Board  that  having  with  the  olRcers  of  the  military  been  round  the 
town  in  order  to  know  its  condition  for  defence  they  were  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  should  an  enemy  come  against  it,  the  town  would  be 
exposed  to  great  hazard,  through  the  number  of  cocoanut  trees  standing 
near  the  walls,  among  which  great  numbers  of  men  might  lodge  and 
with  little  difficulty  secure  themselves  in  such  a manner  as  not  to  be 
annoyed  by  the  guns  from  the  town  wall.  As  we  cannot  be  certain 
the  enemy  will  not  force  a passage  upon  the  island  and  attack  the  town, 
its  safety  ought  to  be  provided  for  by  cutting  down  all  trees  within 
point-blank  shot  that  is  within  120  yards  of  the  wall  and  thinning 
them  for  such  farther  distance  as  shall  be  found  necessary.  A survey 
[made  by  the  fazandars  and  the  landholders  and  elders  shows  that  about 
13200  trees  may  be  cut  down.  This,  for  the  reasons  before  mentioned, 
i it  is  agreed  be  forthwith  done  and  that  we  take  a proper  opportunity 
:to  proportion  the  loss.^ 

Four  days  later,  at  a Consultation,  the  8th  April,  the  President 
: acquaints  the  Board  that  it  had  been  often  represented  to  him  that  the 
i parapets  round  the  town  wall  not  being  above  16  or  17  inches  thick, 

: would  be  easily  beat  in,  should  the  town  be  attacked.  In  such  a case 
] our  people  would  not  be  able  to  keep  their  posts  on  the  walls  especially 
1 on  the  more  exposed  part  facing  the  hill  of  Dongri.  The  ramparts  of 
: the  curtains  are  likewise  so  very  narrow  that  a single  man  cannot 
: conveniently  walk  on  them.  He  therefore  proposes  to  remedy  these 
1 inconveniences  by  driving  cocoanut  trees  into  the  ground  at  a suitable 
i distance  wdthin  the  w^all,  and  filling  the  space  with  earth,  which  method 
• will  be  less  expensive  than  any  other.  The  Board  being  unanimously 
] of  opinion  that  ihe  same  is  absolutely  necessary  and  ought  not  to  be 
■ delayed,  it  is  agreed  that  the  work  be  set  about  as  soon  as  possible. 

. And  it  is  directed  that  the  charges  be  carried  to  the  head  of  building 
' the  town  wall,  to  be  cleared  by  the  growing  duty  collected  on  that 
^ account.^ 

At  a Consultation,  the  3rd  May  1737,  the  President  acquaints  the 
1 Board  that  on  viewing  the  several  outforts  with  some  of  the 
; military  officers,  he  was  shown  a place  in  the  river  that  parts  this 
j island  from  Salsette  lying  between  Sion  and  Siwri  at  present  entirely 
defenceless,  opposite  whereto  the  water  is  so  shoal  that  an  enemy 
r can  ford  over  with  ease.  For  the  protection  of  this  ford  it  had  been 
•proposed  at  a cost  of  about  Bs.  2000  to  raise  a small  fortification 
capable  of  being  defended  by  12  or  15  men.  This  matter  he  now 
recommends  to  the  consideration  of  the  Board.  The  work  appearing  so 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  island  it  is  unanimously  agreed 
that  the  same  be  set  about  as  soon  as  the  necessary  materials  can  be 
got  in  readiness.  It  has  already  been  observed  that  several  fordable 
places  in  the  river  between  this  island  and  Salsette  are  not  commanded 
by  any  of  our  fortifications  or  batteries.  Further  that  their  deep 
draught  presents  any  of  our  vessels  being  brought  near  enough  to 


1 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  4tli  April  1737,  Pub.  Diary  10  of  1736-37,  84.  Forrest’s 
Home  Series,  II.  70. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  8th  April  1737,  Pub.  Diary  10  of  1736-37,  93. 
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those  passes  to  defend  them.  The  safety  of  our  island  is  thought 
greatly  to  depend  upon  the  preventing  an  enemy^s  landing.  For  if 
they  once  landed  we  should  find  it  as  difficult  to  remove  them  as  ourr 
neighbours  (the  Portuguese)  now  do.  And^  though  we  would  not  put 
our  Honourable  Masters  to  any  expense  which  we  could  possibly  > 
avoid,  yet  we  think  it  a duty  incumbent  on  us  to  provide  for  the  safety, 
of  the  island  in  the  best  manner  we  can.  This  we  can  never  think  ^ 
secure  while  we  have  an  enemy  so  near  us  and  passes  out  of  reach 
of  our  fortifications  left  unguarded.  It  is  now  to  be  considered; 
whether  for  this  service  we  shall  raise  batteries  or  build  flat-bottomed  1 
boats  to  mount  six  or  eight  guns  each.  As  the  President  acquaints si 
the  Board  he  has  been  assured  that  flat-bottomed  boabs  would  not; 
only  be  more  serviceable  but  cheaper^  it  is  agreed  that  three  such 
boats  be  built  in  the  cheapest  manner  and  with  what  expedition  pos-- 
sible.  A further  inducement  for  this  resolution  is  that  should  affairs? 
take  a more  favourable  turn  than  we  can  expect  and  the  Marathas  a, 
be  drove  from  Salsette  we  can  employ  the  boats  or  otherwise  dispose 
of  them  in  order  to  lessen  the  expense  to  our  Honourable  Masters, 
whereas  the  charge  of  raising  fortifications  would  be  actually  sunk.^ 

Towards  the  close  of  the  same  year,  1737,  it  was  reported  that  the, 
Marathas  were  intending  to  attack  Bombay.  On  inspecting  the  gar-  - 
risons  of  the  outforts  and  taking  a view  of  the  passes,  it  was  noticed  i. 
that  from  Siwri  to  Mazgaon  the  river  was  defenceless,  only  two  boats  - 
cruizing  betv/een  these  two  places.  As  a measure  of  greater  safety . 
it  was  resolved  to  fit  up  ten  small  galivats.  At  a Consultation,  the, 
1st  September,  the  President  acquaints  the  Board  that  having  on 
the  report  mentioned  in  our  last  Consultation,  been  with  Mr.  Cockell 
the  engineer  and  some  of  the  officers  of  the  military  to  inspect  thee' 
garrisons  of  the  outforts  and  take  a view  of  the  passes,  it  was  byr 
them  unanimously  thought  that  they  were  not  in  a proper  posture, 
of  defence  against  such  a number  of  men  as  it  is  reported  are 
designed  against  us.  This  report  has  not  been  contradicted  and  the 
number  of  men  at  Thana  has  been  greatly  increased  and  other 
preparations  made  there  since  the  news  reached  us.  There  is, 
therefore,  sufficient  reason  to  believe  the  Maratha  intention  is 
to  attack  this  island.  From  Siwri  to  Mazgaon  the  river  is  almost 
defenceless,  having  only  two  boats  cruizing  between  those  places. 
And  as  cruizing  galivats  are  more  proper  for  the  defence  of  that 
part  of  the  river  than  shore  fortifications  we  think  ourselves  under 
an  absolute  necessity  to  put  our  Honourable  Masters  to  the  expense 
of  fitting  out  ten  small  galivats  for  the  defence  of  that  part  of  our 
river.  This  it  is  directed  be  done  with  all  possible  expedition  and 
frugality.^ 

At  the  same  Consultation  (1st  September  1737),  it  is  also  recorded 
that,  as  was  proved  when  (1720)  the  Portuguese  landed  in  MHiini 
bay  and  burnt  the  village  of  Warli,  the  bay  between  Warli  and  Mahim 
is  not  defended  by  either  of  those  forts.  It  is  therefore  thought 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  3rd  May  1737,  Pub.  Diary  10  of  1736-37,  HI  - 113. 
2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  1st  Sept.  1737,  Pub.  Diary  10  of  1736-37,  210. 
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necessary  to  secure  the  bay  with  three  small  palm-tree  batteries.  To 
lessen  the , expense  it  is  ordered  that  sundry  fallen  trees  may  be 
purchased  for  this  service,  what  more  are  wanting  being  cut  from  the 
Company’s  barren  or  nearly  barren  palms. ^ 

The  same  Consultation  further  notices  that  a great  part  of  the 
mortarless  pier  run  out  towards  the  sea  from  the  old  custom  house 
bastion  of  the  town  wall  being  tumbled  down,  the  President  acquaints 
the  Board  that  he  had  ordered  a calculate  to  be  made  of  the  expense 
of  repairing  it.  But  the  engineer  had  represented  to  him  that  as  the 
bay  within  the  town  wall  on  the  north  side  of  the  fort  was  entirely 
open  and  not  well  commanded,  a number  of  hostile  boats  might  land 
there,  and  the  enemy  at  once  be  in  the  town.  Such  an  evil  result 
might,  at  a cost  little  greater  than  the  repair  of  the  custom  house  pier, 
be  prevented  by  raising  a breast  work  and  two  small  bastions  from  the 
custom  house  bastion  to  the  fort  along  the  said  bay.  It  is  accordingly 
: resolved  that  the  breast  work  and  bastions  be  set  about  with  all 
convenient  expedition.^ 

The  same  Consultation  further  notices  that  there  is  also  a pass 
opposite  to  Dharavi  between  Sion  and  Mahim  where  at  low  water  the 
depth  is  not  more  than  one  foot.  There  is  indeed  a breast  work  over 
against  the  said  pass  but  this  is  not  judged  a sufficient  security.  For 
should  a small  number  of  the  enemy  get  over  at  any  other  place,  they 
could  easily  drive  our  men  from  this  breast  work,  there  being  nothing 
behind  them  for  their  security.  As  the  keeping  possession  of  such 
< fortifications  as  command  the  passes,  is  of  the  highest  importance,  it  is 
. esteemed  necessary  to  raise  a small  square  work  of  stone.  Considering 
ithe  above  the  Board  cannot  but  agree  to  the  building  of  those  works.^ 

In  December  1737  one  Bamji  Parbhu  offered  to  build  a wall  from 
Eewa  to  Sion.  A Consultation  of  the  5th  December  has  the  following 
j entry : Bamji  Purvoe  presents  a proposal  to  the  Board  for  building  a 
!wall  to  cost  Bs.  3000  along  the  sea  side  from  the  new  fortification  of 
i Bewa  to  the  battery  at  Sion.  This  wall  Bamji  agrees  to  make  at 
= his  own  charges  provided  we  will  contribute  Bs.  500  and  give  him  the 
) ground  lying  between  the  causeway  already  raised  and  the  proposed 
jwall,  confirming  the  same  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever.  On 
] consideration,  it  is  observed  that  the  raising  such  a wall  will  be  a great 
j security  to  the  island  as  opposite  thereto  is  a shallow  pass.  Further,  as 
no  one  will  undertake  to  cultivate  the  ground  which  is  now  useless,  and 
as  even  after  the  wall  is  built  some  years  must  pass  before  the  land 
produces  anything,  it  is  agreed  that  we  let  Bamji  have  the  said  piece 
of  ground,  on  the  wall  being  finished  and  on  his  engaging  to  keep  it  in 
repair  for  ever,  and  paying  the  Flonourable  Company  a yearly 
acknowledgment  of  one  rupee.  Also  that  we  allow  him  Bs.  500 
towards  completing  the  work.^ 
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^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  1st  Sept.  1737,  Pub.  Diary  10  of  1736-37,  210. 
-Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  1st  Sept.  1737,  Pub.  Diary  10  of  1736-37,  211. 
^Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  1st  Sept.  1737,  Pub.  Diary  10  of  1736-37,  211. 
^ Bom..  Gov.  Consultation  5th  Dec,  17.37,  Pab.  Diary  10  of  1736-37,  286. 
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The  measures  of  defence  resolved  on  during  the  previous  year  having 
been  carried  out^  attention  was  next  directed^  about  the  middle  of  1738^ 
to  reduce  the  expense  in  connection  with  the  safety  of  the  island.  At 
a Consultation  the  26th  May,  the  President  acquaints  the  Board  that 
the  battery  agreed  to  be  raised  at  Piniurree  (Pegambari)  being*  now 
finished  and  the  guns  mounted  therein,  it  is  believed  the  several  fordable 
passes  between  this  island  and  Salsette  are  now  in  fair  security.  To 
reduce  the  present  great  expense,  it  is  agreed  that  the  PJono  arable 
Company's  galivats  which  had  been  stationed  in  the  river  for  the 
defence  of  the  said  passes  be  hauled  up  and  the  lascars  discharged, 
keeping  only  one  galivat  afloat  and  two  small  boats  which  are 
absolutely  necessary  to  patrol  in  the  night. ^ 


A year  later  (1739)  the  outposts  were  found  sufficiently  manned; 
but  the  great  opening  at  the  Breach  was  defenceless  and  required  a , s 
fortification.  At  a Consultation  the  10th  April,  the  President  desires  if 
Mr.  Charles  Higby  to  acquaint  the  Board  with  the  state  of  such  out-  •; 
posts  and  parts  of  the  island  as  he  had  been  to  view  the  preceding  day.  i 
Mr.  Rigby  reports  accordingly  that  the  several  posts  appear  to  himu 
sufficiently  manned,  but  that  some  of  the  cannon  were  either  of  unfit  ; 
sizes  or  might  be  better  mounted.  Also  that  the  great  opening  at  the  * , 
Breach  was  at  present  defenceless.  Resolved  that  some  fortification  for 
the  safety  of  that  part  of  the  island  be  considered  as  soon  as  possible.” 

A week  later  at  a Consultation  the  16  th  April,  the  questions  of  i 
raising  a fort  at  the  Breach  and  of  fortifying  Dongri  were  considered. 
The  result  of  the  debate  is  thus  recorded:  The  fortifying  of  Dongri  i; 
beino*  considered,  it  is  observed  that  the  defenceless  condition  of  a post  ■ 
from  which  the  castle  had  been  so  much  annoyed  in  the  Sidi  war^i 
(1(389-90),  and  was  still  liable  to  annoyance  required  a speedy  determi-  - 
nation.  It  appearing  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  torvn  and  castle  f 
that  the  Dongri  post  should  be  put  into  a,  state  of  defence,  which  will  I 
be  the  surer  as  in  case  of  attack  succours  may  be  thrown  in  by  water, , 
the  Board  agreed  that  the  same  be  set  about  without  loss  of  time.. 
Further  that  at  an  inconsiderable  expense  a redoubt  be  raised  at  the 
Breach  to  defend  that  opening.^ 


A survey  made  the  same  month  (iVpril  1739)  showed  the  necessity 
of  a ditch  round  the  town  wall.  The  debate  on  this  subject  at  a i 
Consultation  the  1st  May  is  thus  recorded : The  President  lays  before 
the  Board  the  necessity  of  making  some  immediate  provision  for 
fortifying  and  further  securing  our  town  wall,  wldch  on  a su]-vey>. 
appears  "to  be  in  a most  defenceless  condition.  He  observes  that : 
however  strict  the  Honouralde  Company's  orders  appear  against: 


1 Bom.  Gov,  Consultation  26th  May  1738,  Bub.  Diary  11  of  1737-38,  128. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  lOtli  April  1739,  Dub.  Diary  12  of  1738-39,  122. 

"Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  16th  April  1739,  Pub.  Diary  12  of  1738-39,  128-  129. 
Among  1688-90  details  Bruce  (Annals,  II.  664 -665  and  III.  93  - 96)  notices  difficulties 
in  coimection  with  the  withdrawal  of  the  Sidis  from  Bombay  and  adds  : Bombay 
acted  on  the  defensive  and  did  not  attack  the  Sidi’s  fleet ; his  fleet  made  several 
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entering  on  any  expensive  buildings,  tlio  ConrtN  orders  are  on  the 
other  hand  not  less  strong  for  omitting  nothing  towards  the  safety  and 
preservation  of  this  their  island.  That  for  his  part  in  the  present 
visible  state  of  the  fortifications  round  the  town,  he  should  ill  discharge 
his  duty  if  he  pretended  to  answer  for  the  security  of  the  place  till 
some  requisite  additions  be  made  to  strengthen  and  secure  the  wall. 
Nothing  occurs  more  fit  for  the  purpose  or  more  necessary  than  a 
ditch  to  be  run  round  the  town  wall.  To  estimate  the  expense  it  is 
proposed  that  a stated  measure  of  ground  be  opened  in  a fitting  place 
to  the  calculated  depth  and  breadth,  and  a report  of  its  charge  be  made 
to  estimate  the  whole  by  a mean.  The  Board  agreeing  thereto,  it  is 
resolved  that  considering  the  danger  of  further  delay,  no  time  be  lost 
in  testing  the  cost  of  the  proposed  ditch. ^ 

About  the  close  of  June  the  same  year  (1739)  the  merchants  came 
forward  with  a voluntary  subscription  to  aid  Government  in  fortifying 
the  wall.  They  say  : The  great  happiness  we  enjoy  under  the  English 
Government  in  the  perfect  security  of  our  property  and  in  the  free 
exercise  of  our  respective  ways  of  worshijD,  leads  us  to  be  very  desirous 
i of  continuing  the  same  advantages  to  our  posterity.  As  the  formidable 
I power  of  the  Marathas  has  subdued  the  neighbouring  country  and  as 
I the  invasion  of  this  island  is  threatened,  we  cannot  avoid  being  anxious 
I that  such  a defence  may  be  secured  as  may  tend  to  disappoint  their 
evil  designs.  As  we  apprehend  the  town  wall  was  intended  as  a 
security  to  the  merchants  admitted  to  the  protection  of  this  Government, 
for  the  erecting  of  which  we  have  long  contributed;  and  as  notwith- 
standing that  we  are  apprized  it  is  not  yet  in  a condition  to  resist  the 
neighbouring  power,  and  seeing  we  have  no  other  place  to  retreat  to  in 
case  of  an  invasion,  w’'e  humbly  request  that  the  said  wall  may  be 
: fortified  with  a ditch  and  such  other  additions  made  to  it  as  may  on 
an  emergency  secure  our  effects  and  families.  Towards  defraying  the 
i expense  of  the  same,  we  the  merchants  residing  in  Bombay  and  whose 
^ names  are  hereunto  sul)scribed,  beg  leave  to  propose  that  a duty  of  one 
C per  cent  be  laid  and  collected  until  the  amount  of  thirty-thousand 
i|  rupees  be  raised  which  is  as  much  as  we  can  offer,  considering  the 
i present  decay  of  trade  and  the  want  of  substantial  merchants.^ 

In  laying  this  representation  before  the  Council  at  a Consultation 
r on  the  29th  June  1739,  the  President  remarks:  Our  present  situation 
admits  of  no  longer  delay  in  coming  to  some  resolution  for  or  against 
[ the  carrying  of  a ditch  round  the  town  wall.  The  principal  merchants 
I of  the  place  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  putting  the  town  in  some 
( better  state  of  defence  have  subscribed  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
r rupees  towards  the  expense  of  this  work.  This  is  as  much  as  can  be 
;i  expected  from  that  body  considering  the  low  declined  state  of  trade, 
r And  whereas,  for  the  reasons  set  down  in  our  Consultation  of  the  1st 
I May  last,  a resolution  passed  the  Council  for  testing  the  charge  of 
i completing  the  proposed  ditch  the  failure  of  submitting  such  a 


’ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  1st  May  1739,  Pub.  Diary  12  of  1738-39,  158-159. 
-Bombay  Merchants’  Representation  to  Government,  June  1739,  Pub.  Diary  12  of 
1738-39,  248. 
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report  is  owing  to  the  rains  setting  in,  and  preventing  digging  to  a 
competent  depth.  At  the  same  time  information  is  available  for  the 
calculation  that  admitting  the  ditch  to  be  fifty  feet  broad  and 
fourteen  deep,  the  charge  will  come  out  about  eighty-five  to  ninety 
thousand  rupees.  It  remains  then  to  determine  what  is  most  expedient 
for  the  Honourable  Company's  interest.  Our  present  insecurity  from 
the  weakness  of  the  fortifications  round  the  town,  is  fully  set  forth 
in  our  Consultations  of  the  1st  and  10th  May  last.  As  the  same  is 
apparent  and  evident  to  every  member  of  this  Board,  and  as  the  security 
and  preservation  of  the  island,  and  the  tranquillity  and  protection  of 
the  inhabitants  a, re  trusts  essentially  reposed  in  this  Government, 
since  this  addition  of  a ditch  to  the  town  Avail  appears  the  only  means 
to  strengthen  our  defence,  the  question  is  proposed  to  the  members 
severally  for  their  respective  assents,  and  is  carried  in  the  affirmative ; 
Mr.  Geekie  only  dissenting.  The  Consultation  adds  : As  this  Resolu- 
tion is  of  so  great  importance  the  folloAving  summary  recapitulation 
of  our  reasons  is  submitted  to  our  Honourable  Masters  for  their  judg- 
ment and  satisfaction,  that  in  this  determination  Ave  are  guided  entirely 
by  our  duty  and  a regard  to  their  interest  and  to  the  preservation  of  ‘ 
their  estate  entrusted  to  our  care  and  management.  However  ex- 
press the  Honourable  Company's  repeated  injunctions  may  be  against 
burying  their  money  in  expensive  Avorks  on  any  pretext  Avhatever, 
Avhen  these  orders  are  set  against  and  compared  Avith  their  repeated  . 
assurances  of  grudging  no  expense  for  the  immediate  defence  and  pre-  • 
servation  of  the  island  itself,  since  no  sufficient  dependence  can  be  had  . 
on  any  promise,  treaty,  or  assurance  from  or  Avith  the  Marathas,  our  * 
present  situation  is  undeniably  such  as  Avill  warrant  this  only  step  » 
Ave  can  think  o£  for  the  attainment  of  any  tolerable  degree  of  security. . 
In  truth  Avithout  the  addition  of  a ditch,  the  toAvn  Avail  may  be  ? 
reckoned  of  no  use  or  significance  to  the  purpose  of  defence,  and  eon-  - 
sequently  a neat  loss  to  the  Honourable  Company.  For  the  truth  of  I 
this  Ave  need  only  appeal  to  the  survey  of  its  present  untenable  condi-  - 
tion  more  amply  set  forth  in  our  Consultation  of  the  16th  May  last. 

Our  inhabitants  are  groAAm  so  apprehensive  of  the  insecure  posture  ^ 
of  the  place  against  the  poAver  of  our  encroaching  neighbours,  that  it  t 
is  highly  necessary  for  the  Government  with  all  expedition  to  procure  e 
and  provide  for  their  security  in  case  of  an  invasion.  Such  security  can 
in  no  wise  be  so  effectually  obtained,  as  by  fortifying  the  town  itself 
for  the  greater  assurance  and  encouragement  of  the  inhabitants.  The-, 
trading  part  of  these  inhabitants  have  voluntarily  contributed  the  sum 
above  declared,  and  in  future  no  care  shall  be  omitted  to  consider  all 
fitting  ways  and  means  to  lighten  the  burthen  to  our  Honourable 
Masters. 

As  the  calculate  now  furnished  is  as  exactly  taken  as  the  nature  of 
the  subject  Avould  admit,  the  amount  of  the  charge  cannot  but  be< 
esteemed  by  our  Honourable  Masters  on  a consideration  of  all  circum- 
stances well  applied  toAAmrds  securing  so  great  a capital  and  interest 
as  they  have  in  this  place  and  its  dependencies.  Nor  do  we  see  how 
we  could  justify  the  neglect  of  our  duty  in  the  maintenance  of  this 
great  trust  or  hazard,  the  loss  of  the  island,  for  fear  of  incurring  this 
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additional  expense^  without  which  all  the  rest  may  be  counted  thrown 
away,  or  in  so  dangerous  a state  as  to  deserve  no  reckoning  on  it  as 
a property  in  stock,  unless  the  lying  at  the  Marathas'’  discretion  can 
be  esteemed  any  degree  of  trustworthy  security.  Agreed  likewise  that 
the  most  efficacious  methods  be  pitched  upon  for  completing  the  ditch 
in  as  easy  a manner  to  the  inhabitants,  and  working  people,  as  can  be 
devised.^ 

Mr.  Geekie^s  dissent  from  the  above  resolution  regarding  the  ditch 
is  thus  recorded  in  the  Government  Diary  of  the  6th  July  1739  : The 
following  [are  Mr.  John  Geekie'’s  reasons  for  dissenting  from  the 
resolution  of  the  29th  June  Consultation  to  set  about  out  of  hand  the 
making  a ditch  round  the  town  wall  of  Bombay.  The  Honourable 
Company's  positive  orders  (in  their  last  letter  by  ship  Harrington) 
against  any  enormous  expense  of  what  kind  soever,  seem  to  me  a good 
reason  why  we  should  not  set  about  so  chargeable  a work,  as  no  doubt 
this  will  prove,  without  their  previous  commands  concerning  it, 
especially  as  further  I presume  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  finish 
the  ditch  in  time,  so  as  to  be  of  service  on  the  emergency,  for  which  it 
i is  judged  necessary  to  make  this  ditch. 

Again  from  the  many  works  already  in  hand,  and  the  great 
complaint  for  want  of  people  I presume  that  this  new  and  heavy  work 
I can  hardly  be  carried  on  without  force,  or  at  least  without  causing  great 
uneasiness  to  the  labouring  people.  As  our  new  neighbours  are  en- 
deavouring by  all  means  to  draw  these  men  from  us,  it  is  not  unlikely 
I that  any  order  for  forced  labour  may  contribute  to  the  driving  such 
: of  them  away,  as  during  the  late  troubles  have  taken  shelter  amongst 
us.  The  more  so,  as  in  the  treaty  with  the  Marathas  now  on  foot, 
one  of  the  articles  they  insist  on,  and  to  which  we  have  consented,  is 
I that  all  recent  immigrants  who  are  willing  shall  have  liberty  to  go  back 
1 to  their  own  country.  For  all  these  reasons  I dissent  from  the  said 
i resolution  of  setting  about  the  ditch  for  the  present." 

The  Board  at  their  Consultation,  the  6 th  July  1739,  observe:  The 
I Board  proceed  to  consider  of  the  most  proper  method  of  raising  the 
: voluntary  contribution  of  Us.  30,000  towards  the  said  work  of  the 
i ditch  from  the  body  of  merchants  as  set  forth  in  our  Consultation  of 
: the  29th  June,  and  the  same  being  debated  upon,  we  are  unanimously 
] of  opinion  that  one  per  cent  be  levied  additionally  upon  the  trade 
' which  is  subject  to  pay  two  per  cent  contribution  to  the  town  wall 
until  the  amount  be  cleared  and  the  proceed  of  this  new  duty  be  carried 
to  a head  of  contribution  to  the  town  ditch.  And  it  is  ordered  that 
the  custom  master  do  collect  and  distinguish  the  same  accordingly.^ 

On  the  6th  July  Government  appointed  Mr.  Thomas  Marsh  pay- 
master of  the  town  ditch.  A fortnight  later  Mr.  Marsh  applies  for 
palanquin  Kolis  regarding  which  matter  the  Bombay  Diary  of  the 
20th  July  has  the  following  entry  : Mr.  Thomas  Marsh  appointed  by 
Council  of  the  6th  instant,  paymaster  of  the  town  ditch,  applying 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  29tli  June  1739,  Pub.  Diary  12  of  1738-.39,  233*235, 
2 Pub.  Diary  12  of  1738-39,  261  - 262.  ^ Di^^y  12  of  1738-39,  257. 
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for  palanquin  Kolis  in  regard  to  the  distance  of  the  work  and  some 
consideration  for  the  extraordinary  trouble  attending  this  office,  the  * i 
Board  thinks  it  reasonable  to  allow  him  some  encouragement  to  a i , 
punctual  discharge  thereof,  and  agrees  to  fix  his  appointment  at  Bs.  40  > 
a month  and  the  pay  of  palanquin  Cooleys  (Kolis).  Further  whereas  ; 
Mr.  Marslds  assistant  Mr.  William  Nicholls  continues  still  to  attend  . ; 
the  warehouse,  as  well  as  this  additional  employ,  in  order  to  encourage  • 
him  to  do  his  duty  punctually,  the  Board  allows  him  Rs.  30  a month  i 
extraordinary.  The  whole  is  declared  chargeable  to  the  account 
expenses  of  the  town  ditch.  ^ 

The  one  per  cent  duty  referred  to  above  was  ordered  to  be  levied  . i 
from  the  1st  of  August  1739  as  appears  from  the  following  Govern- 
ment letter  to  Mr.  William  Sedgwicke,  Mahim  custom  master,  dated  [i 
the  1st  November  1739  : The  merchants  having  made  a subscription  of  q 
one  per  cent  on  their  trade  towards  the  ditch  you  are  hereby  ordered  to  • ' 
collect  the  same  from  and  after  the  31st  July  last  (1739)  and  to  open  i 
a head  on  your  books  for  the  amount  thereof  entitled  ^ Contribution  i 
to  the  Town  Ditch.'’ ^ 

On  the  13  th  November  1739  Government  appointed  the  following- 
sixty -one  European  gentlemen  to  the  several  bastions  as  shown  below 

Prince’ s Bastion. — 1 Thomas  Waters  Esquire  ; 2 Mr.  Henry  Bertie; 

3 Mr.  Jno.  Brandling;!  Mr.  William  Nicholls;  5 Captain  Thomas 
Stoneham  ; 6 Mr.  Robert  Nisbitt ; 7 Mr.  Edward  Dunster  ; 8 Captain 
Francis  Atkins  ; 9 John  Anthoney. 

Royal  Bastion  and  Pierhead. — 1 Thomas  8tonestreet  Esquire ; 

2 Mr.  Francis  Strudwicke  ; 3 Mr.  Thomas  Marsh ; 4 Mr.  Edward 
Owen  ; 5 Mr.  Robert  Rawdon  ; 6 Phillip  Pascoli ; 7 Mr.  Robert  Collson  ; 

8 Mr.  Cromeline ; 9 Mich.  Razor. 

Old  Mdndvi  Bastion  Battery. — 1 John  Geekie  Esquire  ; 2 Mr.  Hugh  , 
Bidwell ; 3 Mr.  Thomas  Hodges ; 4 Mr,  Pheasant  Crisp ; 5 ]Mr.  Laurence 
Sullivan;  6 Mr.  William  Shwivell : 7 Mr.  Michell  Marshall;  8 Mr. 
George  Craig  ; 9 Mr.  Saniuell  Peters  ; 10  Mr.  John  Nicholson  ; 11  Mr, 

John  Hunton  ; 12  Mr.  Anthony  Brandon;  13  Mr.  John  Mannisee; 

14  Mr.  Say. 

Marlborough  Bastion.— 1 John  Shorley  Esquire;  2 Mr.  James 
Stewaid  ; 3 Mr.  Walter  Ray ; 4 Mr.  George  Scott ; 5 Mr.  Richard 
Broughton  ; 6 Mr.  Robert  Baldrey. 

Stanhope  Bastion. — 1 Mr.  Cleland ; 2 Mr.  John  Sewell;  3 Mr.  Samuel 
Price ; 4 Mr.  George  Jenkinson  ; 5 Lewis  Vendall ; 6 Thomas  Budd. 

Church  Bastion. — 1 Mr.  George  Dudley ; 2 Mr.  William  Davis  ; 

3 Mr.  George  Sadlier  ; 4 Mr.  Charles  Manningham  ; 5 Henry  Venfield  ; 

6 Richard  Nowland. 

Moors  Bastion.~l  Mr.  John  Lambton  ; 2 Mr.  John  Burchall ; 3 Mr. 
Alexander  Douglass;  4 Robert  Worth;  5 William  Taylor;  6 Mr. 
Newnam. 

1 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  20th  July  1739,  Pub.  Diary  12  of  1738-39,  279. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Letter  1st  Nov.  1739  to  the  Mdhira  Custom  Master,  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  8 ^ 

of  1738-1741,  58.  ^ Sec.  Out.  L.  B,  8 of  1738- 1741,  59-GO. 
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Bmdan  Bastion. — 1 Mr.  George  Percival  ; 2 Mr.  Hugh  Symons ; 

3 Mr.  Pugh  Willis  ; 4 John  Dicks  ; 5 John  Long. 

In  1741  the  question  o£  compensating  the  owners  of  the  trees  and 
grounds  required  for  the  fortifications  came  before  Government.  The 
following  is  the  record  of  a Consultation  of  the  8th  May  1741  : A number 
of  cocoanut  trees  having  been  cut  down  by  order  of  the  President  and 
Council,  as  appears  in  Consultation  the  4th  April  17o7,  for  clearance 
in  part  of  the  town  and  also  round  the  fortification  at  Malum,  and 
others  since  at  Bombay  for  forming  a proper  space  to  carry  on  the 
rampart,  and  some  batty  grounds  contiguous  being  taken  into  the  ditch, 
the  means  by  which  restitution  shall  be  made  to  the  owners  of  such  trees 
. and  grounds  are  considered.  An  account  of  the  several  claimants  with 
the  respective  damage  sustained  according  to  the  vereadores^  valuation, 

; is  now  presented  to  the  Board.  From  this  account  it  appears  that, 

: notwithstanding  the  sums  there  set  down  are  considerably  under- 
I rated,  the  whole  amounts  to  Rs.  2974-2-56.  Were  we  to  pay  aecord- 
; ingly,  the  persons  would  greatly  suffer  and  therefore  the  Board  are  of 
I opinion  that  it  will  be  the  most  equitable  method  to  assign  an  equivalent 
; in  trees  and  ground  from  those  of  our  Honourable  jMasters.  To  the 
; end  that  this  transfer  be  fairly  adjusted  and  if  possible  to  the  satisfac- 
[ tion  of  all  parties,  the  Board  are  of  opinion  that  the  overseer  of  the 
I oarts  with  the  assistance  of  Janoji,  Ali  Bawa  Coat  (Khot),  Joseph 
; de  Cruz,  Thomas  de  Silva,  Ignatio  de  Silva,  and  Antonio  de 
I Azavedo,  who  are  esteemed  competent  judges  and  honest  men,  be 
[ appointed  to  inspect  and  report  the  particular  parcels  of  ground  and 
; number  of  trees  proposed  to  be  made  over  that  the  necessary  orders 
i for  delivery  may  pass  from  this  Board.  And  as  by  this  expedient  we 
j hope  those  concerned  will  be  better  pleased  than  by  the  receqit  of  any 
sum  we  could  propose  to  pay  them,  as  from  observation  we  find  that 
I through  their  special  knowledge  the  native  possessors  of  oarts  gene- 
? rally  make  them  produce  more  than  those  of  our  Honourable  Masters 
and  as  to  make  return  in  money  only  by  the  premontioned  estimation 
would  afford  matter  of  uneasiness  and  complaint,  so  we  hope  our 
] Honourable  Employers  will  acquiesce  in  this  resolution,  since  all  things 
I considered,  we  conceive  this  method  to  bo  truly  most  advantageous  to 
J them.  The  necessary  instructions  for  Mr.  Sanders  the  present  over- 
i seer  of  the  oarts  to  the  foregoing  purport  being  prepared  are  approved.-^ 

The  following  is  the  account  referred  to  in  the  Consultation  of  the 
J 8th  May  ; Account  of  cocoanut  trees  cut  down  by  order  of  Governor 
I Horne  and  Council  as  appears  by  the  Consultation  of  the  4th  April 
i 1787  as  also  of  such  as  have  been  removed  in  order  to  form  the  ditch 
' and  in  erecting  the  military  topass  houses  within  the  town  wall,  the  whole 
i taken  and  valued  by  the  vereadores  as  appears  by  their  respective  reports 
now  in  the  Portuguese  secretary's  office:  Trees  621  ,*  Rs.  2974-2-56. 
Besides  the  above  demands  Yitlialdas  Kasidas  had,  in  February  1789, 
: as  appears  by  the  Consultation,  a share  of  the  oart  Collat  assigned  him 
; belonging  to  the  Honourable  Company  in  lieu  of  201  cocoanut  trees 
. cut  down  in  his  oart  called  Meeluck  and  valued  by  the  vereadores  at 
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Bs.  4664.  In  the  above  account,  according  to  a current  practice  of  the  * 
vereadores,  every  good  cocoanut  tree  is  valued  at  Rs.  4.  This  rate  had  its  ? 
rise  when  the  Bank  began  to  lend  money  on  landed  security.  In  reality 
the  good  trees  are  worth  and  will  commonly  fetch  double  that  sum.  . 
However  as  we,  say  the  Board,  return  an  ec^uiv'^alent  in  trees  to  the  i 
proprietors  from  the  Company's  oarts,  they  will  not  suffer  by  our  ■ 
under-rating.^ 

Mention  is  made  above  of  the  imposition  in  1739  of  a one  per  cent 
duty  to  meet  the  expense  of  making  a ditch  round  the  town  Avail. 
The  measure  was  reported  to  the  Court  of  Directors  whose  opinion  the  • 
Bombay  Government  recewed  in  1741.  Their  diary  of  the  3rd  i 
August  contains  the  following  note  : Our  Honourable  Masters  in  i 
paragraph  101  intimate  their  opinion  that  the  duty  collected  as  a con- 
tribiTtion  to  the  town  ditch  ought  to  extend  not  only  to  the  black  . 
merchants  but  all  others.  A motion  is  made  to  come  to  some  resolution  i 
in  that  particular,  but  the  members  not  being  prepared  to  enter  on  a t 
discussion  of  the  point,  it  is  referred  to  another  day." 

On  the  7th  August  1741  the  Board  resume  : Our  Honourable  Masters  : 
in  paragTaph  101  of  their  last  commands  intimating  that  the  one  per 
cent  contribution  for  defraying  in  part  the  charge  of  the  town  ditch  i 
should  extend  to  all  merchants,  this  matter  was  deferred  at  last  meet-  ■ 
ing  for  further  consideration.  It  is  noAV  resumed  and  though  it  is ; 
certain  even  at  present  the  trade  is  considerably  burthened,  yet  as  it 
seems  to  be  their  pleasure  and  is  designed  for  easing  them  of  that 
heavy  though  necessary  work,  we  believe  it  will  be  the  more  readily 
submitted  to.  Therefore  it  is  directed  that  from  and  after  this  day  an  i 
additional  duty  of  one  per  cent  be  collected  on  all  English  private  trade 
and  be  appropriated  to  the  head  of  Charges  digging  the  Town  Ditch.'^ 

Consequent  on  the  above  resolution  the  folloAving  order  to  the  custom  i, 
masters  of  Bombay  and  Mahim  was  issued  the  same  day,  7th  August . . 
The  Honourable  Company  in  their  last  commands  having  been  pleased  I 
to  intimate  that  the  additional  duty  of  one  percent  should  be  levied  I 
on  all  trade  in  general  toAvards  disbursing  the  charge  of  the  town  ditch, , 
you  are  hereby  directed  to  see  the  same  collected  from  this  day 
forward  on  all  English  trade,  and  carried  to  the  head  of  Contribution 
of  the  Town  Ditch.^ 

At  a Consultation,  the  27thNovember  1741,  the  President  Mr.  Stephen  i 
LaAV  lays  before  the  Board  instructions  necessary  for  the  better  con-  - 
ducting  of  the  Avork  of  the  toAvn  ditch  as  Avell  as  for  preventing  any 
fraud  or  imposition  on  the  part  of  the  Purvoes,  subhedars,  and  other 
supervisors.  These  being  read  the  Board  unanimously  approve  thereof 
and  direct  that  copies  be  delivered  to  the  usual  persons  for  their  strict 
observance.^  These  instructions  are  given  beloAV. 


^ PuTd  Diary  14  of  1740-41,  180,  182. 

2 bZ‘  Gov  Consultation  3rd  Ang.  1741,  Pub.  Diary  14  of  1740-41,  293-294. 

^ Bom".  Gov.  Consultation  7tb  Aug.  1741,  Pub.  Diary  14  of  1740-41,  303  - 304. 
4Bom.Gov.  Order  to  the  Bombay  and  Mclhim  Custom  Masters,  7tb  Aug.  1/4G 
8ec  Out".  L.  B.  8 of  1738-1741. 

s Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  27th  Nov.  1741,  Pub.  Diary  14  of  1740-41,  477. 
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Rules  to  be  observed  for  the  works  carrying  on  at  the  town  ditch 
and  Moody^s  Bay,  namely  d 

1.  That  each  siibhedar  attends  his  assigned  business  every  morning 
early  for  bringing  the  labourers  together  and  that  so  many  siibhedars,  as 
also  masons  stone-cutters  and  Purvoes,  be  employed  in  the  most  likely  manner 
to  answer  the  main  end  of  despatch.  Each  subhedar  to  have  a list  of  the  men 
entrusted  to  his  care,  noting  the  pay  of  every  man  and  the  muster  to  be  taken 
in  the  presence  of  the  paymaster’s  officer  and  also  that  to  be  appointed  by  the 
subhedar.  At  the  close  of  the  evening  the  said  subhedar  must  sign  the  list 
ascertaining  the  number  that  day  at  work  under  him,  which  must  serve  as  a 
voucher  to  the  payment  to  be  made  by  the  paymaster’s  officers  and  such 
vouchers  to  remain  on  register  for  producing  when  the  monthly  accounts  are 
to  be  passed. 

2.  Whereas  an  engineer  or  master  director  of  the  works,  or  his  assistant, 
will  attend  a daily  abstract  must  be  given  to  him  of  the  people  at  work  for 
knowing  whether  their  attendance  be  given ; and  he  has  moreover  a liberty  to 
be  present  at  the  muster  for  satisfying  himself  that  justice  is  done  to  the 
Company.  When  he  is  at  such  muster,  he  should  also  sign  with  the  subhedar 
as  a testimony  that  the  muster  is  right. 

3.  In  order  to  regulate  the  chops  (clihcdps  meaning  seals)  necessary  to  be 
, issued  at  each  division,  there  must  be  immediately  an  account  taken  of  all 

chops  that  are  distributed.  These  must  be  called  in  and  paid  for.  Then  the 
whole  chops  ascertaining  their  number  with  exactness  must  be  lodged  in  a 
good  chest  under  two  locks,  each  subhedar,  where  the  division  is,  to  have  one 
key  and  the  paymaster’s  officer  another,  the  chops  thence  to  be  issued,  a daily 
account  to  be  kept  thereof  and  seen  to  it  that  the  Company  are  not  injured  for 
which  end  the  chops  should  be  called  in  and  discharged  every  day.  For  dis- 
tinguishing to  which  company  the  chops  belong,  Daji  Naik’s  must  be 
numbered  1,  Gun  Naik’s  No.  2,  Gunji’s  No.  3,  Sen  Naik’s  No.  4,  Mahmud 
Naik’s  No.  5,  and  the  chops  to  be  confined  to  the  division  assigned. 

4.  To  prevent  every  instance  of  abuse  the  accounts  of  the  subhedaJr 
respecting  each  division,  as  well  as  the  same  kept  by  the  paymaster’s  officer, 
must  be  lodged  in  a good  chest  with  two  locks,  each  subhedar  to  have  one  key 
and  the  paymaster’s  officer  another ; and  the  accounts  to  be  adjusted  and 
finished  every  day  at  each  post  and  there  also  signed. 

5.  That  the  subhedar  at  each  division  do  indent  to  the  paymaster’s 
storekeeper  for  every  thing  wanted.  As  it  may  not  be  possible  to  comply 
entirely,  such  storekeeper  is  to  send  with  the  things  a note  to  the  subhedar, 
expressing  the  quantity  so  sent  and  in  whose  charge.  When  the  note  is  brought 
to  the  subhedar,  he  is  to  examine  if  the  articles  which  come  to  him  agree  with 
the  note.  If  not,  he  is  to  make  the  bearer  answerable  for  any  deficiency.  And 
such  bearer  should  count  the  things  so  delivered  by  the  storekeeper  at  the 
time  of  taking  them  into  his  charge.  Provided  the  things  are  right  the  subhe- 
dar is  to  sign  his  name  to  the  note  as  a voucher.  This  note,  with  all  others 
that  come  within  the  month,  must  be  given  to  the  paymaster  for  regulating 
the  account  with  his  storekeeper.  He  is  also  to  keep  the  notes  by  him  for 
proving  his  accounts  when  delivered  into  the  accountant’s  office.  The  same 
caution  and  method  to  be  used  when  the  subheda?rs  send  any  old  stores  to  the 
storekeeper  by  signing  a note.  This  note^  the  storekeeper  is  to  preserve  and 
sign,  on  finding  the  contents  to  answer. 

6.  That  regard  be  had  to  dividing  the  people  to  every  part  of  the  work  in 
such  proportion  as  the  business  to  be  done  freely  requires.  When  the  musters 
are  taken  according  to  the  rules  precited,  none  of  the  people  shall  on  any  pre- 
tence be  suffered  to  leave  the  works,  saving  in  case  of  sickness,  without  an 
express  command  to  be  given  by  the  Governor  or  in  his  absence  by  the  second 
member  in  Council  and  no  one  else. 
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^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  27th  Nov.  1741,  Pub.  Diary  14  of  1740-41,  479-482. 
Compare  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  8 of  1738-1711. 
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7.  All  the  materials  wanted  for  the  works  must  be  duly  laid  in  by  the 
paymaster  so  that  no  stop  or  hindrance  ensues.  At  the  end  of  every  month 
the  paymaster  must  give  in  an  abstract  to  the  President  of  what  then  remains 
with  their  true  value  and  he  may  see  to  the  getting  what  shall  be  requisite  for 
future  service.  In  case  the  works  be  not  properly  supplied,  the  subhedar 
must  report  the  want  to  the  engineer,  the  paymaster,  or  to  the  President  at 
such  times  as  the  latter  takes  his  round  for  visiting  the  works. 

8.  The  subhedars  are  to  have  a true  regard  that  the  people  employed 
whether  as  Purvoes  or  otherwise  be  faithful  and  qualified,  no  more  than  want- 
ed to  be  kept  in  service.  On  any  failure  in  this  material  article,  they  are 
required  to  make  a report  to  the  President. 

9.  Whatever  mortar  be  brought  for  the  works  must  be  measured  and 
taken  in  an  exact  manner  at  the  places  assigned  for  receiving  it.  The  subhe- 
dar so  receiving  is  to  pass  a receipt  for  the  quantity,  inserting  the  name  of  the 
seller.  This  receipt  is  to  serve  as  a voucher  to  the  paymaster  and  at  the  end 
of  every  month  is  to  be  sent  with  the  others  into  the  accountant’s  office  with 
his  accounts. 

10.  That  the  subhedars  do  report  to  the  President  anytliing  they  have 
to  offer  for  the  benefit  of  the  service.  The  works  to  be  lined  out  by  the  direc- 
tor of  the  same  and  to  be  afterwards  inspected  by  Ramji  and  Gumbaji  Purvoes, 
who  are  to  be  apprized  of  the  number  of  men  of  every  denomination  on  work 
every  day. 

11.  For  delivering  out  chops  it  is  apprehended  the  militia  subhedars  with 
the  approval  of  our  subhedars  may  serve  instead  of  the  Purvoes  now  employed. 
By  this  means  the  pay  of  twenty  or  more  Purvoes  may  be  saved  the  Company 
every  month.  This  therefore  must  be  tried  and  continued  until  solid  reasons 
are  offered  to  the  President  for  altering  it. 

At  their  Consultation,  the  2nd  February  1742,  Government  admit 
the  necessity  o£  placing  one  more  Lieutenant  at  Sion  Fort : Considering 
the  great  consequence  o£  that  post  o£  Sion  and  the  several  passes  £rom 
Salsette  lying  more  immediately  thereabouts,  which  obliges  us  to 
continue  a large  number  o£  people  on  duty  there,  it  would  be  eligible 
to  have  another  Lieutenant  in  station.  So  long  as  there  is  only  one, 
when  he  has  occasion  to  repair  to  town  on  his  private  affairs,  the  place 
is  le£t  destitute  o£  a proper  command.  The  President  there£ore  proposes 
that  Mr.  Thomas  Andrews  the  eldest  ensign,  o£  Avhom  the  captain 
commandant  as  well  as  others  give  a handsome  character,  be  appointed 
a lieutenant  and  stationed  under  Mr.  Sterling  at  Sion  where  he  will 
also  be  o£  service  with  respect  to  what  has  been  mentioned  o£  the  other^s 
want  o£  writing.  The  Board  a£ter  some  consideration  resolve  that 
Mr.  Sterling  be  ordered  to  take  the  command  o£  Sion  and  Messrs.  Lane 
and  Forbes  to  suceeed  to  the  two  vacant  companies.  On  the  PresidenFs 
motion  Mr.  Hollomore  to  have  a LieutenanFs  commission  as  also 
Mr.  Thomas  Andrews  who  is  £or  the  present  to  do  duty  at  Sion.^ 

Necessary  repairs  to  Sion  Fort  £ormed  the  subject  o£  debate  at  a Con- 
sultation on  the  22nd  February  : A report  is  made  o£  the  present  bad 
condition  o£  the  Sion  Fort.  The  store-rooms  apartments  and  magazine 
are  in  a most  wretched  state,  insomuch  that  no  kind  o£  stores  provisions 
or  ammunition  could  be  deposited  there  during  the  rainy  season  without 
being  spoiled  by  the  weather,  and  the  roots  o£  those  several  places  are 
entirely  decayed.  The  expense  that  will  attend  this  repair,  by  a calculate 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  2n(l  Feb.  1742,  Pub.  Diary  15  of  1741-42,  71. 
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■ now  presented^  we  are  sorry  to  observe  will  amount  to  so  large  a sum 
las  Us.  2686-2-50.  At  the  same  time  they  are  so  immediately 
; necessary  that  without  them  the  fortification  cannot  be  deemed  of  any 
I benefit.  This  leaves  no  room  for  hesitation  in  ordering  the  repairs. 
^At  the  same  time  the  President  remarks  that  the  frequent  occasions 
of  repairs  to  the  Company's  buildings  proceed  in  a great  measure 
1 from  their  being  ill  fabricated  at  the  first  through  a mistaken  notion 
: of  rendering  the  expense  less.  This  saving  was  only  in  appearance, 
for  the  event  shows  they  have  turned  out  really  dearer  than  if  made 
j substantial  and  of  the  best  material  at  the  beginning.  Therefore  with 
I the  consent  and  approval  of  the  Board  it  is  positively  directed  and 
s fixed  as  a standing  rule  that  no  mats  be  used  in  the  roofing  of  any 
chouse  or  building  designed  to  last  for  any  number  of  years.  Instead 
:of  mats  laths  sawed  out  of  teak  must  be  used.  The  rafters  to  be^  of 
jthe  best  sorts  of  the  same  timber.  Purther  that  it  be  particularly 
:given  into  the  charge  to  the  workmen  employed  on  any  building  to 
i inspect  into  the  timber  and  see  to  its  goodness  as  well  as  all  other 
1 materials  used  on  the  work  they  are  carrying  on.^ 

The  acting  engineer  Mr.  Joseph  Smith  submitted  a report  on  the 

r condition  of  the  dock  and  bandar  piers,  on  which  the  Board  at  a 

^Consultation  on  the  18th  October  observe:  Read  a report  from 
/Mr.  Joseph  Smith,  who  at  present  acts  as  engineer,  of  the  decayed 

[condition  of  the  dock  and  bandar  piers.  The  estimate  of  repairing 

•both  in  a proper  durable  manner  is  specified  in  his  report.  With 
^regard  to  the  dock  pier  the  Board  are  entirely  of  opinion  some  repair 
), should  be  immediately  given  as  great  part  is  fallen  and  the  safety  ^ of 
/the  shipping  in  the  dock  solely  depends  upon  the  pier  without  which 
• the  dock  itself  must  be  useless.  The  Board  therefore  direct  the  repairs 
be  set  about  with  the  necessary  speed.  Mr.  Smitlks  proposals  as  to 
ithe  bandar  pier  the  President  desires  may  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wakens 
1 determination  when  on  the  spot.  In  this  the  members  acquiesce.^ 

On  learning  the  completion  of  the  town  ditch  the  Court,  in  their 
letter  of  the  13th  March  1713,  para  70,  write  : We  are  glad  to  find 
by  the  advices  before  us  that  the  town  ditch  is  nearly  completed.  As 
it  hath  cost  us  Rs.  2,50,000,  the  one  per  cent  duty  levied  on  the  trade 
must  be  continued  till  we  are  reimbursed  the  same.^ 

The  work  of  the  town  ditch  being  completed,  the  President  gave 
lorders  for  selling  off  the  cattle  as  they  were  no  longer  wanted,  and  an 
iaceount  sale  of  them  was  laid  before  the  Board  on  the  3rd  June  1/43.^ 

At  a Consultation  on  the  13th  June  1743  the  President  acquaints 
'the  Board  that  the  several  persons  employed  by  the  ditch  . paymaster 
have  been  discharged  by  his  directions  except  two  Purvoes  who  are  to 
be  kept  for  this  month  only  to  bring  up  and  close  the  several  accounts. 
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^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  22nd  Feh.  1742,  Puh.  Diary  15  of  1741-42,  113  - 114. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  18th  Oct.  1742,  Puh.  Diary  15  of  1741-42,  494-495. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  13th  March  1743  para  70,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Yoh  3 of 
1742-1751, 41. 

* Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  3rd  June  1743,  Puh,  Diary  16  of  1743,  14Q. 
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Then  their  pay  as  well  as  that  of  the  paymaster  and  his  assistant  will 
ceased 

In  their  letters  of  the  13th  and  30th  March  1744,  paragraph  79, 
the  Court  of  Directors  write:  We  direct  that  Mr.  Joseph  Smith  our  • 
present  bombardier  do  act  also  as  engineer  and  in  the  several  offices  he 
now  holds.  For  this  we  will  give  him  Bs.  140  a month  in  full  for  all 
allowances  for  the  said  employments  provided  our  President  shall  think 
him  qualified  for  those  stations.^ 

With  a view  to  prevent  the  Marathas  from  taking  possession  of  ' 
Butcher^ s Island,  it  was  found  necessary  to  keep  the  fort  on  that  island 
in  good  repair.  The  Bombay  Government  Diary  of  the  16th  March 
1744  has  the  following  entry  : A report  of  the  condition  of  the  fort 
on  Butcher^ s island  and  officers^  apartments,  as  also  a calculate  of  ‘ 
the  expense  of  the  necessary  repairs  amounting  to  Bs.  1642  being  * 
presented,  the  Board  are  of  opinion  that  as  it  is  requisite  to  keep  > 
possession  of  that  island  to  prevent  our  neighbours'’  settling  there,  from  . ; 
whence  the  entrance  into  Mahim  river  and  even  into  this  harbour  • 
might  be  incommoded,  the  submitting  to  the  above  expense  is  unavoid-  • 
able.  The  repairs  proposed  are  therefore  ordered  to  be  given  and  care 
must  be  taken  that  they  do  not  exceed  the  calculate.^ 

Part  of  the  bandar  pier  having  fallen  down  by  the  continual  washing  * 
of  the  sea,  the  stones  at  first  not  being  laid  with  chunam,  on  the  20th  . 
July  1745  the  Board  directed  that  the  bandar  pier  be  immediately 
repaired  with  the  utmost  frugality  and  that  the  work  be  effectually  • 
performed,  an  estimate  of  the  expense  being  first  made  and  delivered  . 
to  the  Board.^ 

On  the  13th  August  1745  the  land  paymaster  lays  before  the  Board  I 
an  estimate  for  the  repairs  of  the  bandar  pier  amounting  to  Bs.  4490. . 
This  estimate  is  on  the  supposition  that  the  foundation  is  well  laid ; ; 
otherwise  the  repairs  must  exceed  the  estimate.  The  Board  directed  I 
that  the  repairs  be  carried  out  with  the  utmost  care  and  frugality.^ 

In  their  letter  of  the  25th  February  1747,  paragraph  57,  the  Court  t, 
express  their  approval  of  the  repairs  to  the  bandar  pier  and  other  r 
buildings.  They  write  : We  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the  requisite 
expense  to  repair  the  bandar  pier,  make  the  mint  more  commodious, , 
and  for  putting  the  parsonage  house  in  decent  order.® 


1 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  13th  June  1743,  Pub.  Diary  16  of  1743,  151. 

2 Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  VoL  3 of  1742  - 1751,  42,  88. 

Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  16th  March  1744,  Pub.  Diary  17  of  1744,  96. 

4 Bom.  Gov,  Consultation  20th  July  1745,  Pub.  Diary  18  of  1744-45,  210. 

5 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  13th  Aug.  1745,  Pub.  Diary  18  of  1744-45,  221. 

® Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  3 of  1742  - 1751,  141.  The  Parsonage  House  was  - 
bought  by  Government  in  1738  and  was  continued  as  a parsonage  till  1801.  The  site 
is  across  Cathedral  Street  about  30  yards  south  of  the  south-west  gate  of  the  Cathedral. 
It  is  the  second  house  to  the  south  of  Armenian  Lane.  The  house  was  given  up  in 
1801  because  as  the  report  says  the  clergyman  was  unable  to  sleep  in  consequence  of  a • 
cotton  screw  built  close  by  it.  (Collector’s  Records,  Compilation  P.  381  of  1827.) 
The  clergyman  who  complained  was  the  Rev.  H.  Burrows  after  whom  as  recorded  in 
181(5  by  CFii  Hai  (Adventures)  the  Somlpur  burying  gi’ound  on  Back  Bay  was  known 
as  Padre  Burrows’  Go-Down.  Padre  Burrows  did  not  use  his  own  Go-Down.  As  ; 


late  as  1818  he  stated  in  an  F]ngllsh  law  court  that  he  had  been  a resident  chaplain  in 
Bouibay  forty-two  years.  Mr.  James  Douglas. 
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At  their  Consultation  on  the  3rd  July  1747,  the  Bombay  Council 
; remark  : Some  part  of  the  bandar  pier  being  represented  to  us  as 
; requiring  fresh  facing,  it  is  directed  that  the  same  be  immediately  set 
I about  and  finished  with  a parapet  at  the  end  in  such  manner  as  on 
j occasion  to  admit  of  mounting  three  guns,  the  charge  of  which  is 
] computed  at  about  Bs.  400.^ 

In  1750  Grose  notices  : The  fortified  house  (the  Castle)  built  on  the 
i site  of  the  residence  of  the  Portuguese  Government  ought  to  have 
> been  taken  down  and  built  at  Mendham^s  Point.  The  present  site  is 
] commanded  by  Dongri  hill.  The  Castle  was  well  built  with  regular 
:j  gradients  of  strong  hard  stone.  One  of  its  bastions  was  called  the 
j tank  bastion.  In  it  was  a large  quantity  of  water.  There  is  also  a 
^ well  within  the  fort,  but  the  water  is  not  extremely  good,  and  liable 
i to  be  dried  up  in  the  heats.  The  town  wall  ought  to  have  included 
C Dongri  as  the  hill  commanded  both  the  town  and  the  castle.  The 
I curtain  of  the  wall  between  the  bastions  was  very  frail.  A ditch  had 
) been  made  at  great  expense  and  flooded.  The  fort  was  one  of  the 
i strongest  of  the  Company'^s  places.^ 

On  learning  of  the  death  at  Port  St,  David  of  Mr.  Bobins  their 
i engineer  general  the  Court  in  their  letter  of  4th  March  1752,  para  78, 
T write  to  Bombay:  To  our  unspeakable  concern  the  brought 

i us  the  news  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Bobins,  our  late  engineer  general  ad  Fort 
h:  St.  David  in  July  last.  It  was  part  of  our  scheme  that  Mr.  Bobins 
d should  take  a view  of  our  several  settlements  on  your  side  of  India, 
'i  and  give  his  thoughts  upon  the  fortifications  works  and  buildings. 
i In  this  by  the  event  of  his  death  we  are  most  unhappily  disappointed. 

, You  are  therefore  not  to  undertake  any  expensive  works  until  you 
a have  our  express  leave  for  the  purpose,  and  you  are  to  be  full  and 
i explicit  in  describing  such  works,  the  necessity  of  them,  and  an  estimate 
3 of  their  expense,  in  doing  which  you  are  to  take  to  your  assistance  the 
i most  knowing  persons  in  such  matters  who  may  be  resident  at  your 
[*  Presidency.^ 

Of  the  state  of  the  outforts  the  Bombay  Diary  of  the  25th  August 
V 1752  has  the  following  details:  The  President  acquaints  the  Board 
r that  as,  some  time  ago,  it  was  represented  to  him  that  the  outforts 
were  in  a very  bad  state,  he  ordered  the  provisional  storekeeper,  one 
1 of  the  military  captains,  and  the  first  Lieutenant  of  the  train,  being 
r judged  the  most  proper  people,  to  make  a regular  survey  of  them. 
‘'They  having  delivered  him  a report,  dated  24th  August  1752,  it  is 
j now  read  to  the  Board.  From  this  report  it  appears  that  the  works 
i in  general  are  much  decayed,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  gun  carriages 
1 quite  unserviceable.  As  the  safety  and  preservation  of  the  island 
( so  much  depend  on  the  artillery,  it  is  unanimously  resolved  to  lay  in  a 
I quantity  of  timber  proper  to  gun  carriages,  as  this  is  deemed  the 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  3rd  July  1747,  Pub.  Diary  20  of  1747,  228. 

^ Grose’s  Voyage,  I.  40  - 50. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  4tli  March  1752  para  78,  I’ub,  Dcp.  Court’s  Letters  Vol,  4 of 
1752-1756,  14. 
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cheapest  season  of  the  year  for  entering  into  a contract.  In  regard  I 
to  the  works  it  is  agreed  to  defer  making  any  alterations  additions  or  ' 
repairs^  but  such  as  are  immediately  and  absolutely  necessary  for  their 
preservation^  until  we  receive  orders  from  the  Honourable  Company  on  : 
this  head,  for  whose  inspection  it  is  ordered  that  a copy  of  the  report  : 
be  transmitted  to  England  by  the  first  ship.^  The  report  is  as  follows  : 

Outforts  survey  report  from  Messrs.  John  Hope  John  Stanton 
and  Eric  Boling,  to  the  President,  dated  Bombay  24th  August  1752  r 
Agreeable  to  your  Honour^s  orders  received  from  Mr.  Secretary  Price, 
we  have  surveyed  the  several  outforts  belonging  to  this  island.  The  • 
following  are  such  remarks  as  we  apprehend  most  worthy  of  notice  : 

Mdhim  Fort,  J^th  August  1752. 


No. 

Pounder 

Weight . 

Remarks. 

Cwt.  qr.  lbs. 

1 

24  2 13 

Good  gun,  the  carriage  not  repairable, 
being  quite  rotten. 

1 

51 

24  1 21 

Do.  do. 

1 

51 

24  1 6 

Do.  do. 

1 

54 

15  3 18 

The  gun  very  old,  tbe  carriage  may  be 
made  use  of  till  another  can  be  provided 
but  is  very  wide  betwixt  the  cheeks, 
being  not  intended  for  the  gun. 

1 

4 

10  3 12 

Both  gun  and  carriage  unserviceable. 

1 

4 

10  2 6 

Good  gun,  carriage  not  repairable. 

1 

4 

11  0 12 

Good  gun,  carriage  unserviceable. 

1 

4 

12  3 6 

Indifferent  gun,  carriage  not  repairable. 

1 

4 

9 3 24 

Good  gun,  carriage  not  repairable. 

1 

54 

24  2 18 

Do.  do.  rotten. 

1 

3 

8 0 0 

Do.  do.  unserviceable. 

1 

54 

24  3 17 

Do.  do.  not  repairable. 

1 

P.  1 
O4 

24  0 18 

Do.  do.  may  be  made  use  of 

until  another  can  be  provided. 

1 

54 

24  2 4 

Do.  do.  do.  capsquares 

wanting. 

1 

54 

24  3 26 

Good  gun,  carriage  unserviceable. 

1 

6 

23  0 27 

Do.  do.  repairable,  capsquares 

new  wheels  and  axletree  wanting. 

1 

6 

24  3 23 

Do.  do. 

1 

4 

10  3 0 

Do.  do. 

1 

6 

22  3 12 

Do.  do. 

1 

6 

20  3 14 

Do.  do. 

1 

6 

22  1 0 

Do.  do. 

1 

6 

24  1 7 

Good  gun,  complete,  carriage,  wants  only 
a smith  to  bend  one  capsquare  a little 
more. 

1 

6 

23  0 14 

Good  gun,  carriage  repairable,  wanting 
capsquares  axletree  and  new  wheels. 

1 

4 

13  2 22 

Do.  do. 

1 

6 

22  0 7 

Good  gun,  carriage  repairable  wanting  as 
the  one  before. 

1 

26 

1 

2 2 5 

Good  gun,  carriage  unserviceable. 

* Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  25tli  Ang-,  1752,  Pub.  Diary  25  of  1752,  258-259. 
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Mortar  Beds. 

1 8-incli  unserviceable  being  too  light  and  rotten. 
1 4^-inch  howitzer  bed,  but  very  indifferent. 


2 


New  quoins  (or  wedges)  wanting  for  the  whole  number  of  guns. 

The  powder  chests  want  to  be  new  canvassed  and  dammered. 

Some  of  the  above  carriages  were  never  made  for  the  guns  that  are 
c mounted  on  them.  The  eight  swivel  gun-posts  to  be  moved  and  short- 
1 ened  being  quite  unhandy  and  extremely  dangerous  to  re-charge  the 
guns,  occasioned  by  the  height  of  their  position.  All  the  gun  aprons 
j ought  to  be  exchanged.  Wooden  horses  are  required  for  the  musquet 
£ cartridges  to  stand  on.  The  spunges  want  to  be  new  thrummed. 
<New  wadd  netts  are  wanting. 

Thirty  grape  shot  of  sorts  want  to  be  repaired. 

The  gunpowder  in  magazine  of  this  fort  is  pretty  dry. 

The  gunners  and  military  stores  agree  with  the  officer's  list. 

Sion  Fort,  5th  August  1752. 


No. 

Poundei 

Weight. 

Cwt.  qr.  lbs. 

1 

3 

8 0 5 

1 

3 

5 3 12 

1 

6 

16  3 22 

1 

3 

6 2 22 

1 

3 

7 1 10 

1 

3 

8 0 22 

1 

6 

16  3 15 

1 

6 

16  3 1 

1 

6 

17  2 24 

1 

6 

17  2 14 

1 

6 

23  3 25 

1 

6 

24  1 18 

1 

6 

17  3 21 

1 

6 

17  3 4 

1 

2 

4 0 0 

1 

2 

4 2 2 

1 

X 

2 

2 2 25 

1 

1 

2 

2 3 27 

18 

Remarks. 


Good  gun,  and  new  carriage  complete. 

Go.  do. 

Good  gun,  the  carriage  may  be  made  use 
of  provisionally,  but  wants  capsquares 
and  new  wheels,  likewise  very  wide. 

Good  gun,  the  carriage  sound,  but  wants 
as  the  former,  and  is  too  long  and  wide 
betwixt  the  cheeks. 

Good  gun,  new  carriage  complete. 

Do.  an  old  but  serviceable  carriage. 

^ Do.  the  carriage  serviceable,  provi- 
sionally wanting  capsquares  new  wheels 
and  axletree. 

Good  gun  and  new  carriage  complete. 

Good  gun  and  sound  carriage,  wanting 
capsquares. 

Good  gun,  new  carriage  complete. 

Do.  do. 

Good  gun,  carriage  wanting  only 
wheels. 

Good  gun,  new  carriage  complete. 

Do.  do.  wants  only  a smith 
to  alter  the  capsquares. 

Bad  gun  and  bad  ship  carriage. 

Good  gun,  indifferent  ship  carriage. 

Brass  swivel  gun  good. 

Do.  gun  dismounted  and  unne- 
cessary. 


new 
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1 7-inch  howitzer  10’2,  good  field  carriage. 

1 dj-inch  brass  mortar  and  one  4|-inch  howitzer  good,  but  both 
want  new  beds. 

2 

The  flag-stafi  is  rotten  in  the  socket,  and  very  loose,  wants  repairing. 
Some  large  and  small  gun  quoins  are  wanting.  The  arms  in  this  fort ' 
are  in  an  indifferent  condition  and  greatly  more  than  necessary,  the 
post  being  relieved  monthly,  the  soldiers  carry  their  accoutrements  > 
complete  with  them. 

The  gunpowder  in  the  magazine  of  this  fort  is  pretty  dry,  The« 
gunners  and  military  stores  agree  with  the  officer'’ s list. 

Passage  Battery y 5th  August  1752. 


No. 

Pounder 

Weight. 

Remarks. 

1 

4 

Cwt.  qr.  lbs. 
10  0 0 

Good  gun  and  new  carriage  complete. 

1 

9 

30  3 21 

Do.  do. 

1 

6 

24  2 5 

Do.  do. 

1 

3 

7 3 6 

One  7-inch  howitzer  good,  the  carriage 
rotten  and  unserviceable. 

Good  gun,  serviceable  carriage. 

1 

1 

2 

12  0 

Do.  swivel. 

6 

This  swivel  gun  to  be  removed,  the  post  being  rotten,  requires  a new. 
one,  and  the  three-pounder  gun,  standing  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  to 
be  moved  to  the  sepoy  chauki,  it  being  liable  where  it  stands  to  be  nailed 
up  and  overset  in  the  night  time  nobody  being  near  at  liand.  New' 
hand  spikes  and  quoins  required.  Very  necessary  to  make  new  plat-t; 
forms  for  preventing  the  carriages  and  wheels  rotting,  they  now' 
standing  on  the  bare  ground.  Likewise  proper  to  carry  the  parapet 
further  out  to  the  river  side,  and  the  flanks  fronting  the  Tank  Batteryv 
and  sepoy  chauki  to  be  enlarged,  that  three  guns  may  be  abreast.  The 
whole  battery  out  of  repair,  several  parts  of  it  being  tumbled  down. 

Triangle  Battery,  5th  August  1752. 


No. 

Pounder 

Weight. 

Remarks, 

1 

6 

Cwt.  qr.  Ihs. 

24  1 11 

Good  gun,  the  carriage  rotten  and  unser- 

1 

6 

24  0 21 

viceable. 

Do.  do. 

1 

6 

24  0 23 

Do.  do. 

3 

Here  the  guns  stand  on  the  ground  so  that  the  trains  and  wheeli 
sink  and  must  soon  rot.  If  this  battery  is  to  be  repaired  it  requirei 
a bank  to  be  raised  and  a stone  platform  to  be  made.  If  flanks  ar* 
made  to  the  Passage  and  Tank  Batteries  there  is  no  great  need  £o 
this  battery. 
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Tcinh  Battery^  5th  August  1752^ 


No. 

Pounder 

Weight, 

Cwt. 

qr. 

lbs. 

1 

6 

16 

3 

15 

1 

6 

15 

3 

12 

1 

3 

8 

0 

26 

1 

3 

8 

0 

4 

1 

3 

8 

0 

2 

1 

3 

8 

0 

6 

6 

Remarks. 


Good  gun  and  new  carriage  complete, 

Do.  do. 

Good  gun,  the  carriage  serviceable,  want- 
ing capsquares  and  new  axletree. 

Good  gun,  the  carriage  rotten  and  unser- 
viceable. 

Do.  do. 

Good  gun,  new  carriage  required,  being 
rotten  in  the  cheeks. 


New  aprons  and  quoins  wanted.  This  battery  requires  platforms 
cand  flanks.  There  is  no  gun  that  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  Rewa  Fort. 


Bewa  Fort,  5th  August  1752, 


No. 

Poimder 

Weight, 

Remarks, 

Cwt,  qr.  lbs. 

1 

4 

10  2 2 

Good  gun  and  carriage. 

1 

3 

8 1 24 

Do.  do. 

1 

4 

12  2 16 

Do.  do. 

1 

4 

9 3 0 

Good  gun  and  body,  the  carriage  reqtiires 

new  wheels. 

1 

4 

12  2 14 

Do,  do. 

1 

4 

13  0 9 

Good  gun  and  carriage. 

1 

4 

13  0 26 

Do.  do. 

1 

4 

9 3 21 

Do.  do. 

1 

4 

12  3 11 

Do.  do. 

1 

4 

12  2 25 

Do.  do. 

1 

3 

8 0 2 

Do.  do. 

1 1 

New  quoins  wanted. 

i i 

No  spare  arms  in  this  fort. 

Warli  Fort,  5th  August  1752. 

1 

4 

12  3 12  1 

Good  gun,  carriage  indifferent. 

1 

4 

12  3 12 

Do.  and  carriage. 

1 

4 

12  3 12 

Do.  and  carriage  may  be  made  use 

of  till  another  can  be  provided. 

1 

4 

12  3 12 

Good  gun,  carriage  rotten. 

1 

4 

12  2 21 

Good  gun  and  carriage. 

1 

6 

18  0 0 

Do.  do. 

1 

6 

18  0 0 

Do«  do. 

1 

6 

17  1 14 

Do-  do. 

1 

6 

18  0 0 

Do-  do. 

1 

6 

17  3 20 

Do-  do. 

1 

6 

17  2 21 

Do-  do. 

1 

4 

12  3 12 

Do-  do. 

1 

4 

12  3 12 

Do.  and  carriage  indifferent. 

1 

4 

12  3 12 

Good  gun,  the  carriage  very  indifferent. 

14 

Warli  Battery,  5th  August  1752. 

1 

4 

9 3 8 

Good  gun,  the  carriage  decayed. 
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At  Warli  may  be  made  a good  battery.  The  gun  having  no  platform . 
to  stand  on  runs  a chance  of  being  overset  in  firing^  occasioned  by  stones  ' 
and  rocks.  The  passage  it  is  set  in  will  not  permit  of  one  person  u 
passing  on  either  side.  New  set  of  powder  measures  to  be  sent,  so 
that  each  measurefull  be  the  just  allowance  for  that  sort  of  ordnancep 
the  cartridges  filled  being  very  uneven,  and,  on  weighing,  several  of 
them  greatly  deficient.  We  judge  about  barrels  short  on  the  whole 
of  the  cartridges  being  300,  for  which  the  officer  could  not  account, 
being  years  since  they  were  filled. 

The  arms  in  this  fort  are  in  a very  indifferent  condition.  The 
gunners  and  military  stores  agree  with  the  officer'’s  list. 


Suri  Fort,  6th  August  1752, 


No. 

Pounder 

Weight. 

Remarks. 

Cwt.  qr.  lbs. 

1 

6 

16  2 21 

Good  gun  and  carriage  but  wanting  cap- 
squares. 

1 

6 

17  2 7 

Do.  do. 

1 

6 

17  2 24 

Do.  do. 

1 

6 

17  3 20 

Do.  do. 

1 

4 

9 2 10 

Do.  but  mounted  on  an 

indifferent  6-pounder  carriage. 

1 

4 

8 0 8 

Good  gun  and  carriage. 

1 

4 

8 0 1 

Do.  do. 

1 

4 

8 16 

Do.  do. 

1 

4 

9 3 14 

Do.  do. 

1 

6 

24  0 14 

Good  gun,  the  carriage  indifferent,  wanting 
new  wheels  capsquares  and  new  axletree, 
the  present  being  rotten. 

1 

6 

17  0 7 

Good  gun  and  carriage. 

1 

6 

17  1 12 

Do.  carriage  serviceable,  wanting  aa 
above. 

1 

6 

17  3 12 

Do.  do. 

1 

6 

17  0 26 

Do,  do. 

1 

4 

10  0 2 

Good  gun,  carriage  serviceable,  only  too 
wide. 

1 

4 

8 0 14 

Good  gun  and  carriage. 

1 

6 

17  1 8 

Good  gun,  carriage  serviceable,  wanting 
new  wheels  capsquares  and  new  axletree. 

1 

6 

24  0 7 

Good  gun  and  carriage. 

1 

19 

6 

17  1 18 

Good  gun,  carriage  indifferent,  being  too 
wide  betwixt  the  cheeks,  wanting  as 
above. 

Higher  wheels  are  required  for  all  the  carriages  in  this  fort  or  else- 
the  parapet  to  be  taken  off  a foot  lower.  As  the  guns  are  now  mounted 
it  is  impossible  to  lay  the  guns  low  enough  to  do  any  execution  nearer 
than  at  the  distance  of  700  or  800  yards. 

The  two  4|-inch  mortars  want  new  beds.  The  gunpowder  ir 
magazine  of  this  fort  pretty  dry. 

The  military  and  gunner’s  stores  agree  with  the  officer's  list. 
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Mdzgaon  Fort,  6th  August  1752, 


No. 

Pounder 

Weight. 

Remarks. 

1 

3 

Cwt.  qr.  lbs. 

8 1 24 

Good  gun,  ship  carriage  veiy  old. 

1 

3 

8 18 

Good  gun,  ship  carriage  unserviceable. 

2 

The  platforms  ought  to  be  repaired  being  full  of  holes  and  torn  up  in 
imany  places. 

Dongri  Fort,  6th  August  1752. 


No. 

Pounder 

Weight. 

Remarks. 

Cwt. 

qr. 

lbs. 

1 

3 

8 

1 

0 

Good  gun,  carriage  very  indifferent,  cap- 
squares  wanting. 

1 

3 

7 

3 

20 

Good  gun,  carriage  serviceable  provision- 
ally, but  wants  capsquares  and  new 
axletree. 

1 

3 

8 

1 

15 

Good  gun,  carriage  serviceable,  wants  new 
axletree. 

1 

3 

7 

3 

0 

Good  gun,  rotten  and  unserviceable  car- 
riage. 

1 

3 

6 

2 

10 

Good  gun,  very  bad  carriage. 

1 

3 

8 

3 

25 

Good  gun,  serviceable  carriage,  wants 
capsquares  and  new  wheels. 

1 

9 

29 

1 

0 

, Good  gun  and  carriage. 

1 

9 

29 

3 

0 

Do.  do. 

1 

9 

30 

3 

0 

Do.  do. 

1 

9 

29 

3 

0 

Do.  do. 

1 

18 

; 50 

1 

9 

Do.  do.  wants  new  axletree. 

1 

18 

48 

3 

14 

Good  gun  and  carriage  complete. 

1 

9 

30 

2 

7 

Do.  do. 

1 

6 

23 

3 

0 

Good  gun,  carriage  wide  but  serviceable. 

1 

6 

23 

0 

7 

. Good  gun  and  carriage. 

1 

6 

24 

1 

14 

Do.  & carriage  serviceable  but  too  wide. 

1 

6 

23 

0 14 

Good  gun,  carriage  unserviceable. 

1 

6 

23 

2 

0 

Good  gun,  carriage  indifferent,  new  axle- 
tree  wanting. 

1 

19 

6 

24 

0 

7 

Good  gun,  rotten  carriage. 

The  wheels  in  general  are  good^  but  most  of  the  carriages  require  new 
'axletrees^  the  present  being  absolutely  too  slight  for  such  heavy  metal. 
;The  tank  to  be  repaired^  the  wood  work  being  entirely  rotten  and  liable 
to  fall  in. 

New  lanyards  wanting  for  the  aprons.  Powder  measures  to  be 
sent.  The  gun  cartridges  want  to  be  started  and  measured  over 
[again^  being  a long  while  since  it  was  done.  The  gunpowder  in  the 
'magazine  of  this  fort  pretty  dry. 

' The  gunners  and  military  stores  agree  with  the  officer's  list. 
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'Breach  Battery,  16th  August  1752. 


No. 

Poundei 

Weight. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

Cwt.  qr.  lbs. 

4 2 4 

Good  gun,  indifierent  carriage. 

1 

2 

4 1 24 

Do.  serviceable  carriage. 

1 

1 

2 1 27 

Do.  mounted  on  a swivel. 

1 

1 

2 2 18 

Gun  much  worn,  mounted  on  a swivel. 

4 

On  this  battery  are  three  empty  embrasures.  The  battery  is  well 
paved.  I£  required  to  be  of  any  service  must  have  heavier  metal  1 
and  two  angle  embrasures  to  be  cut  out  of  the  parapet. 


Town  Wall,  20th  August  1752. 


No, 

Pounder 

Weight. 

Remarks. 

1 

Cwt. 

qr. 

lbs. 

1 

9 

37 

0 

14 

Bandar  Pier. 

1 

9 

37 

0 

7 

> Good  guns  and  new  carriages. 

1 

9 

28 

2 

14 

J 

3 

] 

Battery  Pier. 

1 

32 

61 

0 

21 

The  guns  mounted  on  this  battery  are  all 

1 1 

32 

59 

3 

14 

pretty  good,  although  old  ; the  carriages 

32 

61 

0 

21 

are  also  serviceable,  except  one  which 

1 

32 

60 

0 

0 

is  very  bad.  The  merlon  (parapet)  of 

1 

32 

61 

0 

0 

the  first  32-pounder  gun  to  the  left  is 

1 

32 

50 

2 

5 

most  tumbling  dowm,  not  having  its 

1 

32 

50 

1 

12 

proper  length  and  distance  from  the 

32 

60 

3 

7 

embrasure,  New  spare  carriages  ought 

I 1 

32 

60 

1 

14 

to  be  made,  the  guns  being  heavy  and 

1 1 

18 

49 

2 

26 

most  of  the  carriages,  though  service- 

i 

> 

able,  pretty  old. 

10 

Royal  Battery. 

1 

18 

41 

0 

0 

Good  gun,  bad  carriage. 

1 

18 

44 

0 

21 

Do.  do. 

i 1 

18 

44 

1 

21 

Do.  do.  no  capsquares. 

1 

18 

55 

3 

0 

Do.  indifierent  carriage,  no  cap- 

squares. 

j 1 

18 

45 

0 

0 

Do,  do. 

18 

50 

1 

17 

> 

j All  indifierent  carriages,  no  capsquares 

18 

39 

2 

19 

V nor  train  irons,  and  very  wide  between 

1 

18 

49 

1 

4 

1 the  cheeks. 

1 

18 

44 

1 

17 

Good  gun  and  carriage,  no  capsquares. 

1 

18 

52 

0 

0 

Do.  indifierent  carriage,  no  cap- 

squares. 

1 

18 

50 

1 

5 

Good  gun,  new  carriage. 

11 

All  the  wheels  here  must  of  necessity  rot  sooner  than  ordinary,  as  - 
no  scupper  holes  are  provided  at  the  foot  of  the  parapet  for  the  water 
to  run  out. 

The  topwork,  where  the  old  casemate  was,  ought  to  be  levelled  with 
the  rest  of  the  parapet.  On  occasion  it  will  do  infinite  mischief  and  at 
no  time  is  it  of  service. 
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Town  Wall,  20th  August  1752. 


No. 

Pounder 

Weight. 

Remarks. 

Cwt.  qr.  lbs. 

Royal  Bastion. 

1 

18 

39  2 19 

Good  gun,  bad  carriage. 

1 

18 

50  2 21 

Do.  indifferent  carriage,  wanting 
capsquares  and  train  irons. 

1 

9 

29  2 0 

Good  gun,  carriage  serviceable  till  another 
can  be  provided. 

1 

9 

29  2 4 

Do,  do. 

1 

9 

40  2 0 

Good  gun,  carriage  serviceable. 

1 

9 

29  0 0 

Do.  carriage  new. 

1 

9 

31  3 14 

Do.  and  carriage. 

1 

9 

30  2 21 

Do.  do. 

1 

9 

30  2 14 

Do.  do. 

1 

18 

50  2 5 

Do.  carriage  indifferent,  wanting 
capsquares  and  train  irons. 

1 

11 

18 

50  1 23 

Good  gun,  rotten  carriage. 
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Here  are  two  empty  embrasures.  On  each  side  o£  the  Apollo  Gate  is 
required  a gun,  mounted  to  defend  the  gate,  here  are  embrasures  and 
platforms  for  them. 

Town  Wall,  20th  August  1752. 


No. 

Pounder 

Weight. 

Remarks. 

Cwt. 

qr. 

lbs. 

Marlborough  Bastion. 

1 

9 

28 

2 

14 

Good  gun,  indifferent  carriage,  wanting 
capsquares  and  train  irons. 

1 

9 

24 

0 

4 

Do.  do.  rotten  wheels. 

1 

9 

30 

0 

19 

Good  gun,  indifferent  carriage,  wanting 
capsquares  and  train  irons. 

1 

9 

22 

2 

14 

Do.  do. 

1 

9 

30 

2 

0 

Good  gun,  serviceable  carriage,  no  cap- 
squares. 

1 

9 

29 

2 

21 

Do.  do. 

1 

9 

22 

1 

4 

Good  gun,  the  body  of  the  carriage  service- 
able, no  capsquares  and  the  wheels  rotten. 

1 

8 

9 

27 

3 

7 

Do.  do. 

Stanhope  Bastion. 

1 

9 

31 

0 

7 

Good  gun,  serviceable  carriage,  wanting 
capsquares  and  train  irons. 

1 

9 

26 

0 16 

Do.  do.  one  wheel  rotten. 

1 

6 

15 

1 

10 

Do,  do.  wanting  only  capsquares. 

1 

6 

25 

0 

8 

Do.  do. 

1 

9 

26 

1 

9 

Good  gun,  indifferent  carriage,  wanting 
only  capsquares. 

1 

9 

29 

3 

0 

Good  gun,  the  carriage  wanting  capsquares, 
and  train  irons. 

1 

9 

27 

3 

0 

Do.  do. 

1 

8 

9 

26 

1 

0 

Good  gun,  serviceable  carriage. 

Here  are  two  empty  embrasures. 

[Historical  > 


302  BOMBAY  TOWN 


Chapter  IV. 

Fortifications 
and  Buildings. 

Town  Wall, 

1752. 


Town  Wall,  20th  August  1752. 


No. 

Pounder 

Weif^ht. 

Remarks. 

Cwt. 

qr.  lbs. 

1 

1 

6 

6 

27 

18 

3 8 

3 21 

CMtrch  Bastion. 

1 

6 

18 

3 7 

Here  are  all  good  guns  mounted  on  good 

1 

6 

24 

1 11 

( complete  carriages.  Four  empty  embra- 
sures, on  each  side  of  the  gate,  ought  to 

1 

6 

19 

0 0 

1 

6 

18 

3 21 

have  a gun  mounted  in  each, 

1 

1 

6 

18 

0 21 

1 

8 

6 

23 

1 ^ 

j 

Moors’  Bastion. 

1 

9 

31 

2 0 

Good  gun,  serviceable  carriage,  wanting 

capsquares  and  train  irons. 

1 

9 

30 

2 0 

Indifferent  gun,  old  but  serviceable  car- 

riage,  wanting  capsquares  and  train  irons. 

1 

6 

22 

2 14 

X 

1 

6 

6 

6 

23 

23 

24 

0 0 

9 7 

Good  guns  and  all  the  carriages  in  very 

1 good  condition. 

1 

1 

l 

2 0 

1 

9 

26 

1 7 

J 

1 

9 

26 

2 0 

Good  gun,  serviceable  carriage,  but  no 

8 

capsquares. 

Banian  Bastion. 

1 

9 

31 

0 0 

Good  gun,  indifferent  carriage,  another 

must  be  provided. 

1 

9 

32 

2 14 

Good  gun  and  carriage  wanting  capsquares 

and  train  irons. 

1 

9 

31 

2 0 

Do.  do. 

1 

9 

27 

1 7 

Do,  indifferent  carriage. 

1 

9 

29 

0 20 

Do.  and  carriage. 

1 

9 

22 

0 7 

Do.  serviceable  carriage. 

1 

9 

31 

0 21 

Do.  and  carriage  wanting  only  cap- 
squares. 

1 

9 

28 

0 17 

Good  gun,  serviceable  carriage  wanting 

capsquares. 

1 

9 

27 

0 0 

Good  gun,  indifferent  carriage. 

9 

Prince’s  Bastion. 

1 

9 

25 

3 14 

Good  gun  and  carriage. 

1 

9 

30 

2 0 

Do.  wants  higher  wheels. 

] 

1 

. 6 

25 

0 14 

1 

6 

18 

3 0 

> Good  guns  and  good  complete  carriages. 

1 

6 

19 

0 14 

i 

1 

6 

24 

0 3 

Good  gun,  indifferent  carriage. 

1 

6 

21 

2 7 

Do.  and  carriage. 

1 

1 

9 

9 

25 
• 29 

3 7 

2 0 

j-  Good  guns  and  carriages. 

9 

' 
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Here  are  two  empty  embrasures.  On  each  side  ol  the  bazar  gate 
I ought  to  be  a gun  mounted  in  defence  of  the  gate.  The  parapet  on 
1 the  right  is  very  much  decayed. 

Town  Wall,  20th  August  1752. 


No. 


Pounder 


Weight. 


Cwt. 

qr.  lbs. 

1 

6 

21 

2 21 

1 

6 

22 

1 0 

1 

9 

30 

2 14 

1 

6 

22 

1 21 

1 

6 

23 

0 17 

1 

6 

17 

0 20 

1 

9 

27 

0 0 

1 

9 

37 

0 0 

1 

9 

22 

3 22 

1 

9 

38 

0 0 

1 

9 

37 

1 14 

11 

1 

6 

19 

0 0 

1 

6 

17 

2 12 

2 

1 

9 

29 

3 0 

1 

9 

29 

3 21 

2 

Eemarks. 


Old  Mdndvi  Bastion, 

Good  gun,  serviceable  carriage,  wanting 
capsquares. 

Do.  do. 

Good  gun  and  carriage. 

Do.  wanting  only  capsquares. 
Do.  do. 

Good  gun,  indifferent  carriage,  wanting 
capsquares  and  train  irons. 

Good  gun,  carriage  wanting  capsquares. 
Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

I Good  guns  and  complete  carriages. 

Here  are  two  empty  embrasures. 


Two  Gun  Battery, 
Good  guns  and  carriages* 

N'ew  Mdndvi. 
Good  guns  and  carriages. 


Chapter  IV» 

Fortifications 
and  Buildings. 

Town  Wall, 
1752. 


Here  is  one  empty  embrasure.  The  works  round  the  town  wall  are 
i kept  in  a very  dirty  condition,  which  occasions  the  destruction  of  the 
wheels,  and  train  of  the  carriages,  the  platforms  being  good  but  full  of 
I earth  and  grass,  the  embrasures  and  merlons  (parapets)  being  filled  with 
weeds  and  grass,  and  the  ramparts  shamefully  torn  up  by  the  hogs. 

Butcher's  Island,  21st  August  1752. 


No. 

Pounder 

Weight. 

Kemarks. 

Owt. 

qr. 

lbs. 

1 

23 

0 

0 

Good  gun,  tlie  carriage  strong  enough,  but 

no  capsquares  and  train  irons. 

1 

24 

1 

25 

Do,  do. 

1 

5i 

25 

0 

0 

Do.  do. 

1 

5i 

28 

1 

5 

Do.  do. 

1 

4 

13 

0 

7 

Do.  do. 

1 

4 

13 

1 

2 

Do.  do. 

1 

4 

14 

0 

6 

Indifferent  gun  and  carriage. 

1 

4 

12 

2 

0 

Good  gun,  indifferent  ship- carriage  not  fit 

■ 

for  the  gun. 

8 

Butcfier^B 

Island, 

1752. 
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Hei  •e  is  a wooden  tank  made  unserviceable  by  the  white  ants.  It 
ought  to  be  taken  up  and  a terrace  tank  made  in  the  tower  in  its 
room. 

The  powder  here  keeps  very  dry,  but  the  magazine  is  in  the  middle 
o£  the  tower,  which  being  not  above  four  feet  deep  and  no  turnings, 
renders  it  extremely  dangerous.  If  occasion  requires  a smart  engage- 
ment with  the  ordnance,  it  will  be  liable  to  be  forced  in  from  the 
recoil  of  the  guns. 

The  foregoing  is  a true  state  of  the  outforts  and  works  belonging 
to  this  island.  We  shall  take  permission  to  remark  what  we  judge  further 
worthy  your  Honour^ s observation.  Notwithstanding  the  powder  in 
general  belonging  to  the  magazines  is  pretty  dry,  yet  it  is  much  clogged 
both  in  the  barrels  and  cartridges  and  ought  to  be  brought  down  and 
started,  and  a fresh  supply  of  new  powder  sent  in  its  room.  That  on 
weighing  several  cartridges  we  found  large  deficiencies,  from  which, 
with  the  inditfereney  of  the  powder,  it  was  impossible  to  do  the  execu- 
tion expected  from  the  weight  of  metal.  The  first  part  of  this  we 
presume  to  think  might  be  easily  remedied  by  your  Honour^s  orders  to 
the  officers  and  gunners  on  their  relieving  each  other  to  examine  more 
strictly  into  their  stores.  This  at  present  we  have  too  much  reason  to 
think  is  not  the  case.  Apparently  a list  of  stores  is  handed  from  one 
to  another  through  form,  without  further  inspection.  As  all  the  forts 
have  proper  powder  measures  for  the  different  metal,  this  should  admit 
of  no  such  frivolous  excuses  as  are  made  use  of  at  present.  The  well  in 
this  fort  having  not  been  cleaned  for  some  years,  the  filth  renders  the 
water  unserviceable.^ 

Before  issuing  orders  on  the  above  report  the  Court  in  March 
1753  appointed  two  officers,  one  styled  Engineer  General  of  all  the 
settlements  in  India,  the  other  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Bombay 
Presidency.  In  their  letter  to  Bombay,  of  the  14th  March,  paras  7 8, 
79,  80,  and  120,  the  Court  write:  We  have  appointed  Caroline 
Frederick  Scott  Esquire  Engineer  General  of  all  our  settlements  in 
India.  We  have  also  appointed  Jaques  de  Funck  Esquire  to  be 
Captain  of  the  company  of  artillery  at  our  Presidency  of  Bombay,  and 
likewise  Chief  Engineer  of  the  said  Presidency. 

Captain  de  Funck  is  to  take  an  exact  survey  of  all  our  fortifications 
and  works,and  give  his  thoughts  upon  the  nature  and  condition  of  them, 
and  whether  any  and  what  alterations  additions  or  amendments  are 
necessary  to  be  made.  This  together  with  the  estimates  of  the  expense 
of  such  alterations  additions  or  amendments  is  to  be  laid  before  you  from 
time  to  time,  and  afterwards  transmitted  to  us  with  your  observations. 
Works  absolutely  necessary  and  not  attended  with  large  expense  may 
be  set  about  immediately.  But  before  you  enter  upon  expensive  works 
you  must  wait  for  our  directions. 

Captain  de  Funck,  who  is  a very  skilful  engineer,  is  in  general  to  do 
and  perform  whatever  appertains  to  that  post  under  your  directions. 


1 Pub.  Diary  25  of  1752,  259  - 2G8. 
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: But  you  are  to  observe  that  if  Colonel  Scott  shall  at  any  time  come 
: to  your  Presidency,  Captain  de  Punek  must  during  Colonel  ScotCs 
I stay  act  in  subordination  to  him  as  Engineer  General  as  before 
mentioned. 

You  are  to  pay  Captain  de  Funck  forty  pounds  a year  for  his 
1 services  as  engineer  over  and  above  the  established  pay  of  two  hundred 
^ pounds  as  Captain  of  the  artillery.^ 

On  the  1st  of  December  17 53  the  Bombay  Government  reported  to 
I the  Court  : Upon  the  arrival  of  Captain  de  Funck  we  directed  him  to 
j take  an  exact  survey  of  all  the  fortifications  and  works  and  give  his 
! thoughts  upon  the  nature  and  condition  of  them  with  what  alterations 
' or  additions  might  be  necessary  and  in  general  to  comply  with  your 
Honours’  commands.  He  has  hitherto  been  able  to  make  little  progress 
: therein.^ 

Before  the  above  progress  report  reached  them,  in  the  next  year 
I 1754,  the  Court  of  Directors  made  (5th  April)  the  following  remarks 
1 on  the  Bombay  survey  of  the  outforts  and  gun-carriages  : We  have 
' inspected  the  report  of  the  survey  which  you  caused  to  be  taken  of 
the  fortifications  and  outworks  upon  the  island  of  Bombay,  and 
; transmitted  to  us  by  the  Stretham.  We  are  sorry  to  find  most  of  these 
I forts  are  in  a ruinous  and  bad  condition,  and  that  in  general  the 
gun  carriages  are  decayed  and  otherways  unserviceable.  Upon  the 
' whole  very  little  attention  seems  to  have  been  paid  to  keeping  the  several 
■ works  upon  the  island  in  such  a condition  as  to  answer  the  purposes 
( for  which  they  have  from  time  to  time  been  at  great  expense  erected. 

- The  neglect  of  bestowing  the  necessary  repairs  at  proper  times  will 
now  we  are  afraid  prove  a heavy  burthen  upon  us.  Under  these 
circumstances  we  think  ourselves  fortunate  in  sending  you  last  season 
: such  an  able  engineer  as  Captain  de  Funck.  In  our  letter  of  the 
1 4th  March  1753  you  were  acquainted  he  was  to  take  an  exact  survey 
: of  all  our  fortifications  and  works  and  give  his  thoughts  upon  the 
mature  and  conditions  of  them,  and  what  alterations  additions  and 
amendments  are  necessary.  These  together  with  estimates  of  the 
: expense  of  such  alterations  additions  and  amendments  are  to  be  laid 
I before  you  from  time  to  time  and  transmitted  to  us  with  your  observa- 
: tions  thereon.  Before  we  can  give  any  precise  orders  we  must  see 
the  result  of  our  above  directions.  However,  you  are  in  the  mean- 
time empowered  to  set  about  any  works  that  shall  appear  to  you  upon 
^ a strict  inquiry  to  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  place, 
and  the  deferring  whereof  may  be  attended  with  dangerous  consequences. 
We  observe  you  had  laid  in  timber  proper  for  gun-carriages,  and  we 
hope,  before  this  reaches  you,  you  will  have  completed  the  mounting  of 
all  the  artillery  or  at  least  of  so  many  as  are  necessary.  If  not  you 
:nmst  proceed  thereupon  with  the  utmost  expedition.^ 


* Court  to  Bombay  14th  March  1753  paras  78-80  and  120,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L. 

; Vol.  4 of  1752  - 1756,  88,  102. 

^ Bombay  to  Court  1st  Dec.  1753  para  54,  Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  Court  Vol.  2 of 
:1749-17o4::265. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  5th  April  1754  para  101,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  4 of 
1762-1750,103-164.  ^ r 
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In  paras  106,  107,  and  108  o£  the  same  despatch  the  Court  add  : 

It  has  been  represented  to  us  that  the  bandar  pier  head  at  present 
runs  barely  half  way  to  low  water  mark  which  prevents  the  luggage 
and  other  boats  landing  goods  till  half  flood,  and  that  consequently 
they  cannot  stay  for  receiving  goods  for  shipping  longer  than  half  ebb. 
It  likewise  has  been  represented  to  us  that  another  great  hindrance  to 
the  despatch  of  business  arises  from  the  piers  being  so  short  and 
narrow,  that  when  several  vessels  import  together  there  is  not  room 
sufficient  to  work  at  the  cranes.  These  diflieulties  may  be  remedied 
by  running  the  same  pier  out  to  low  water  mark,  by  which  means 
goods  may  be  landed  or  exported  at  all  times  of  the  tide.  You  are  * 
accordingly  hereby  directed  to  set  about  so  useful  and  necessary  a > 
work  without  delay. 

It  has  been  further  represented  to  us  that  the  docks  ami  marine 
yard  are  extremely  exposed  to  all  enemies  having  no  security  from  i 
the  battery  pier  to  the  fort,  and  that  when  the  bandar  pier  is  carried  1 
out  as  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  a very  srnall  expense 
Avill  be  further  incurred  in  carrying  on  piles  and  running  a boom  ' 
across.  From  this  a double  advantage  will  follow.  It  will  secure 
the  town  which  in  that  part  is  defenceless ; it  will  also  in  a great ' 
measure  prevent  desertion,  which  we  are  told  often  happens,  by  the . 
Europeans  running  away  with  our  boats  in  the  night,  as  there  is ;; 
nothing  to  impede  their  going  out.  This  therefore  appearing  to  us  to 
be- a work  likewise  absolutely  necessary,  you  are  hereby  directed  to 
complete  it  as  soon  as  you  have  carried  out  the  bandar  pier  as  before  . 
directed.  As  the  beforementioned  works  will  be  attended  with  an 
expense,  we  shall  depend  upon  your  care  and  best  endeavours  to  keep  ^ 
it  within  as  reasonable  bounds  as  the  nature  of  them  will  admit. ^ 


Captain  de  Funck’s 
Survey, 

1755. 


About  the  close  of  the  year  1754  Government  approved  the  additions 
and  alterations  to  the  pier  head  and  dock  proposed  by  the  superin- 
tendent.” 

In  the  next  month  in  consideration  that  the  works  to  be  carried 
on  at  the  pier  head  will  require  a strict  attendance  of  a paymaster 
to  overlook  the  labourers,  and  as  this  additional  service  appears  too 
great  a burthen  for  the  land  paymaster's  office,  the  Board  nominate 
Mr.  Thomas  Byfeld  to  this  service.'"^ 

In  the  beginning  of  1755  the  Court  complain  of  the  wmnt  of  a 
report  by  Captain  de  Funck  on  the  survey  he  wms  to  make  of  the 
fortifications.  On  the  26th  Alarch  the  Court  write  : For  want  of  the 
survey  which  Captain  de  Funck  was  to  take  of  the  fortifications  and 
works  at  Bombay  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  form  any  idea  of  their 
condition  so  as  to  give  any  particular  directions  thereupon.  But  we 
repeat  our  commands  to  you  to  set  about  any  works  that  shall  appear  to 
you  upon  a strict  enquiry  to  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  defence 


^ Court  to  Bomkay  6th  April  1754  paras  106,  107,  108,  Pub.  Dep  Court’s  Letters 
Vol.  4 of  1752  - 1756,  166  - 167. 

2 Bom  Gov.  Diary  15tli  Oct.  1754,  Bub.  Diary  27  of  1754,  288. 

^Bombay  Gov.  Diary  15tb  Nov.  1754,  Pub.  Diary  27  of  1754,  330. 


! Materials.] 


AND  ISLAND.  307 

of  the  place.  It  is  of  more  consequence  that  such  works  should  be 
finished  out  of  hand^  as  the  present  sitnalion  of  affairs  between  the 
! English  and  French  nations  seems  to  be  at  a crisis  and  in  prudence  the 
i worst  event,  we  mean  an  open  rupture,  ought  to  be  provided  against.^ 

In  a letter  dated  1st  July  1755  Captain  de  Funck  promises  to 
j submit  to  Government  his  first  full  report  of  his  survey  of  the 
] fortifications  on  the  island.  He  says  : With  regard  to  the  description 
L of  the  survey  of  the  fortifications  on  this  island,  their  present  condition, 
i together  with  the  alterations  and  additions  I may  judge  necessary, 

! the  same  shall  be  laid  before  your  Honour  on  Tuesday  next,  in  as 
full  a manner  as  the  time  will  permit  of,  and  as  soon  as  possible 
afterwards  I will  deliver  your  Honour  a plan  of  them,  and  a more 
' particular  description.^ 

On  the  23rd  September  1755  Captain  de  Funck  submits  the  following 
1 report  : As  I lately  received  verbal  directions  from  the  Honourable  the 
' President  to  deliver  in  a description  of  the  state  of  the  castle  and  town 
of  Bombay,  with  the  works  absolutely  necessary  to  be  immediately  set 
[ about  for  the  better  defence  thereof,  I now  enclose  the  same  to  your 
; Honour  and  Council  and  shall  in  a short  time  present  you  with  the 
. different  plans  mentioned  in  the  said  description.  In  the  meantime 
1 that  no  opportunity  may  be  lost  in  getting  the  proper  materials  in 
] readiness,  I have  abridged  to  the  end  thereof  the  works  that  are 
: more  immediately  necessary  to  be  set  about,  and  shall  be  ready  to  give 
i any  attendance  or  direction  in  the  furtherance  thereof  as  your  Honour 
' may  in  your  good  o^nnion  think  proper  to  entrust  me  with  the  inspec- 
i tion  of.^ 

Description  of  Bombay  and  its  fortifications  by  Captain  Jacques  de 
Funck  1755:  A description  of  Bombay  town  and  castle  with  the 
disadvantage  of  Dongri  hill  as  the  situation  stands,  how  built  and 
: fortified  at  present,  likewise  how  the  same  works  are  to  be  amended, 
for  its  better  defence,  surveyed  in  the  year  1755. 

The  plans  show  the  town  and  castle  of  Bombay,  with  the  situtation 
1 of  Dongri  Fort,  exactly  measured. 

Bombay  town  bearing  south  of  Bombay  island,  is  situated  on  very 
low  ground  close  to  the  water  opposite  to  the  harbour,  and  fortified  with 
a castle  and  other  irregular  walls  in  form  of  bastions,  surrounded  with 
a wet  ditch,  and  commanded  by  a hill  called  Dongri. 

This  town  encloses  a spot  of  ground  about  7 39,400  square  yards,  the 
! most  part  of  which  is  taken  nj)  by  a number  of  small  houses  and  gardens 
with  their  streets,  formed  according  to  this  country  method  in  an 
irregular  manner.  The  Honourable  Company's  houses  and  magazines  of 
: stores  and  goods  are  shown  by  the  drafts  with  a further  explanation. 
The  fortification  by  the  land  side  of  this  town  is  composed  of  seven 
polygons,  formed  irregular  and  constructed  to  different  bastions,  namely 
i five  bastions  ordinarily  called  Marlborough,  Stanhope,  Church,  Princess, 


^ Court  to  Bombay  26tli  March  1755  para  S2,  Bub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  4 of  1753  - 
1756,  217  - 218.  Pub.  Diary  28  of  1755,  353.  "Pub.  Diary  28  of  1755,  849-350;. 
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and  Mandvi  bastions,  and  two  bastions  tronqner  (or  demi^  bastions) 
called  the  Moors'’  and  Banian  bastions,  and  one  other  half  bastion,  called 
the  Royal  bastion.  All  these  bastions  are  joined  together,  with  the 
same  number  of  single  walls  or  curtains,  and  the  whole  surrounded 
with  a small  wet  ditch.  This  ditch  is  made  passable  at  north,  west, 
and  south  by  three  stone  bridges,  opposite  to  which  are  three  gates, 
called  the  13azar,  Church,  and  Apollo  gates,  as  appears  by  the  draft. 

Seaward  this  town  is  fortified  with  a castle,  and  to  the  right  and  left 
of  the  castle  some  other  walls  and  detached  batteries.  The  castle 
is  called  Bombay  Castle  and  is  situated  on  a low  ground,  about  the 
middle  part  of  the  town,  close  to  a bed  of  rocks  in  the  sea  opposite  the 
harbour  and  is  formed  in  the  figure  of  a trapezoid  which  is  construed 
into  four  bastions  called  the  Flag,  Brab-tree,  Tank,  and  Cavalier  bastions. 
These  bastions  are  joined  by  the  same  number  of  curtains.  ^ Round  the  ? 
polygon  interior  of  this  castle  are  some  buildings  for  lodging  a small 
part  of  the  civil  and  military,  besides  the  houses  for  the  Governor’s 
Council  Room,  and  public  offices  of  accomptant,  secretary,  stores,  and  i 
treasury.  Under  the  wall  of  this  fort  are  magazines  for  powder  and  I 
provision  namely  : Under  the  south  curtain  is  a magazine  called  the 
Proof  magazine,  capable  of  holding  four  hundred  barrels  of  powder. 
Under  the  Brab-tree  bastion  is  a magazine  of  the  same  name,  capable 
of  holding  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  barrels  of  powder.  Under  the 
Tank  bastion  is  a magazine  called  the  Grand  magazine,  capable  of  hold-  - 
ing  three  hundred  and  seventy  barrels  of  j^owder.  A little  below  the 
flank  of  the  Tank  bastion  are  two  magazines  called  the  Flower-tree, 
magazines,  one  capable  of  holding  two  hundred  barrels  of  powder  and  the  : 
other  fifty  barrels.  Two  of  them  are  construed  with  a tank  of  water, 
opposite  each  door  of  them,  as  shown  separately  by  the  draft,  and  a great 
water  tank  lies  over  the  middle  of  the  bastion  of  the  same  name.  Down 
below,  before  the  south  polygon,  has  been  begun  a small  ditch  with  a 
small  part  of  a covered  way. 

Between  this  side  of  the  Castle  and  the  half  bastion  Royal,  are  three 
batteries  fronting  to  the  harbour,  called  Royal,  Marine  Pier,  and  Bandar 
Pier.  The  Royal  battery  is  situated  upon  a bed  of  rocks  fronting  the 
harbour,  and  is  joined  on  one  side  by  the  point  of  the  Ro^^al  bastion,  and 
on  the  other  by  a communicated  line  to  the  Marine  Pier  Battery ; these  two 
lines  form  together  a single  tenaille  or  ditch  work.  The  Marine  Pier 
battery  is  joined  with  the  abovementioned  tenaille,  and  lies  upon  a point 
of  rock  close  to  the  entrance  of  one  side  of  a dock,  and  forms  a sort  of  half 
redoubt,  the  face  of  which  fronting  the  harbour  is  a little  curved,  and 
the  other  two  side  lines  form  a sort  of  flanks.  This  battery  has  a 
little  souterrain  for  a small  quantity  of  powder,  which  is  separately 
shown  by  the  plan. 

Between  this  Marine  Pier  battery  and  the  Castle  lies  the  Bandar 
Pier  battery  detached  from  the  rest,  in  form  of  a trumcan  or  pier  and 
constructed  in  front  of  a bridge  by  a single  line  of  three  embrasures.> 
This  bridge  projects  into  the  sea  250  feet  opposite  the  middle  part  of 
the  Honourable  Company’s  bandar  warehouse. 

Between  the  other  side  of  the  castle  and  [Mandvi  bastion  are  two 
batteries  called  the  New  Mfindvi  and  the  Two-gun  batteries.  The  New 
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: Miindvi  battery  lies  opposite  the  Company's  custom  bouse  fronting 
. the  harbour  in  the  form  of  a single  line,  constructed  with  two  embrasures, 
right  and  left,  by  the  side  of  an  apparell  (or  masonry  wall  ?).  The  Two- 
gun  battery  is  placed  upon  a high  wall  which  is  joined  by  a gate  from  the 
New  Mandvi  battery.  It  likewise  is  joined  by  the  other  end  with  the 
E flank  of  the  Mandvi  bastion  which  the  draft  will  shew  more  parti- 
! cularly.  By  the  outside  of  this  tower,  overlooking  the  town  and  castle 
; of  Bombay,  is  situated  a hill  called  Dongri  bearing  north  334  yards  from 
i the  Mandvi  bastion.  The  hill  rises  close  by  the  water  side,  opposite  the 
I harbour,  being  49 ^ feet  high,  taken  horizontally  with  the  foot  of  the 
Mandvi  bastion. 

This  hill  is  fortified  with  a tower.  To  the  north  side  it  is  joined 
[ with  a small  tower  work  which  is  constructed  with  a half  tower  and 
r one  bastion  bound  together  with  three  single  lines  or  curtains.  Bound 
j the  interior  of  this  fortified  work  are  some  small  buildings  for  the 
military  stores  and  commanding  officer.  Likewise  there  are  two  water 
\ tanks,  one  in  the  tower  and  another  upon  the  curtain  near  the  half 
i tower,  and  one  powder  magazine  is  joined  by  the  outside  of  this  fort  in 
view  to  the  land  side.  This  fort  is  mostly  surrounded  close  by  the  land 
] side  with  a number  of  country  houses  and  hedges.  An  old  Catholic 
: church  also  lies  opposite  the  north  side  of  this  fort. 

The  town  of  Bombay  is  likewise  by  the  land  side  surrounded  close 
^ near  the  whole  ditch  with  a great  number  of  houses,  pagodas,  streets, 
i:  gardens,  hedges,  and  trees,  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  the  country 
; people,  those  houses  hedges  and  trees  giving  proper  covered  way  for 
1 the  enemy  on  any  occasion.  The  defence  of  this  towffis  fortifications 
= cannot  be  otherwise  than  very  indifierent  and  weak,  as  the  construe- 
: tion  of  the  works  has  not  any  connection  or  harmony  one  with  another 
I to  be  of  equal  strength  and  consequence.  The  fortifications  cannot  as 
j they  ought  make  an  equal  defence  over  all,  but  give  an  enemy  the 
( opjDortunity  to  prefer  the  attack  upon  the  weakest  side. 

The  polygon  opposite  the  Bazar  gate  of  this  town  wall  is  more  weak 
( and  more  unserviceable  than  any  of  the  other  polygons  by  the  land  side 
of  this  fortification.  Because  the  face  of  the  Mandvi  bastion  is  not  to 
t be  seen  from  any  of  the  other  lines  of  this  polygon,  and  of  consequence 
is  not  to  be  flanked  or  defended  as  the  other  lines,  and,  as  all  fortified 
: works  in  general  ought  to  be,  this  polygon  ought  necessarily  to  be  made 
equally  defensible  with  the  others  joined  to  it.  The  other  polygons  at 
the  land  side  of  this  town  are  tolerably  well  defended  by  short  flanks 
of  two  embrasures.  But  these  flanks  have  not  a sufficient  length  for 
the  polygons  as  the  flank  is  the  best  line  in  all  fortifications  and  does 
the  best  service  on  any  defence.  All  the  curtains  round  this  wall  are 
. out  of  proportion  by  being  constructed  too  long  which  makes  the  most 
. part  of  its  length  to  second  flanks  serviceable  only  for  small  arms. 
The  thickness  of  the  parapet  round  this  wall  is  variable.  At  the  cur- 
i tains  it  is  six  feet,  and  at  the  bastions  double  as  thick,  neither  of 
which  is  of  sufficient  thickness.  This  parapet  ought  over  all  to  be 
! eighteen  feet  thick  besides  its  talus  or  rear  slope.  There  is  not  any 
( reason  why  the  parapet  upon  the  curtains  should  be  less  thick  than  the 
I parapet  upon  the  bastions,  since  the  curtains  of  the  tower  are  as  much 
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exposed  against  an  enemy ^s  battery  as  the  face  and  much  more  than  the 
flanks  of  the  bastion.  As  this  mentioned  line  or  curtain  is  not  as  it 
ought  to  be  covered  by  any  other  outwork  or  ravelin  it  is  the  more 
necessary  it  should  have  a good  thickness  to  resist  the  enemy’s  fire. 

Though  the  ditch  makes  the  town  walls  more  capable  of  defence,  it 
is  neither  deep  nor  broad  enough  nor  sufficiently  regular  to  the  works. 
A covered  way  should  be  made  round  this  work,  and  a retreat  ravelin 
opposite  each  gate.  The  town  would  then  be  more  respectable  as  the 
enemy  in  such  case  could  not  raise  any  battery  opposite  the  gate  as 
is  now  practicable.  It  is  likewise  necessary  to  have  a drawbridge  at 
each  gate,  there  being  none  at  present. 

The  houses  and  hedges  are  so  close  round  the  works  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  clear  further  round  them,  as  an  enemy  may  make  approaches 
to  the  works  unseen  to  the  towiTs  great  disadvantage.  The  defensible 
parts  of  the  town  walls  to  the  harbour  side  are  of  the  same  nature  as 
explained  of  those  on  the  land  side.  The  Castle  is  not  constructed  in  a 
manner  to  make  a sufficient  defence.  Any  battery  by  land  or  by  water 
is  able  to  ruin  the  wall  of  this  fort  in  any  part  of  its  pol3^gon,  before  it 
is  capable  to  dismount  any  gun  of  the  battery  opposite  below,  because 
its  works  lie  too  high,  and  cannot  make  any  horizontal  fire  against  such 
an  object.  If  this  fort  or  castle  could  be  surrounded  by  a lower  wall  in 
form  of  a terasse  biaise  or  sloping  parapet,  it  would  be  a great  part 
stronger  and  able  to  make  a defence  against  any  attack  that  ever 
possibly  could  be  made  in  this  country.  In  the  manner  proposed  in  the 
joint  plan  a little  ditch  to  the  land  side  before  this  castle  and  a draw- 
bridge at  the  gate  are  necessary.  The  thickness  of  the  parapet  round 
this  fort  is  not  more  than  three  feet,  an  insufficient  thickness  for  any 
fortified  works.  This  fort  A parapet  ought  to  have  an  ordinary  thickness 
of  eigffiteen  feet,  the  same  as  the  proposed  measure  at  the  town  wall. 
But  as  the  Castle  lies  high  and  the  construction  of  the  rampart  will  not 
permit  one  large  parapet  of  that  kind,  twelve  feet  thickness  will  be  passable 
but  not  less  as  this  is  one -third  part  weaker  than  ordinary,  neither  is  it 
necessary  to  be  of  stone.  In  tower  or  tower  bastionary  one  is  oblig’ed  to 
make  the  parapet  of  stone.  As  the  construction  of  this  sort  of  work  is 
ordinarily  small,  it  will  not  permit  a larger  parapet  than  eight  to  nine 
feet  and  not  less.  This  is  the  proper  thickness  for  a parapet  of  stone. 
Bound  this  fort  the  parapet  is  not  of  half  this  thickness.  Therefore  if, 
as  the  parai^et  is  at  present,  any  camionading  should  happen  against  this 
fort,  the  stones  would  annoy  and  trouble  the  defenders  more  than  the 
enemy^s  fire.  It  would  break  the  carriages  and  dismount  the  guns 
upon  the  ramparts,  and  make  the  small  arms  unserviceable. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons  for  the  forks  better  defence,  such  parapets 
should  be  made  of  a proper  thickness  to  prevent  the  incoiiveniencies  set 
forth,  and  cover  the  people  on  duty  upon  the  ramparts. 

The  rampart  in  this  fort  is  not  constructed  with  any  appai’ell  (or 
masonry  wall  ?)  as  is  necessary  to  draw  gains  and  carriages  easily  up  to 
the  walls,  and  likewise  to  bring  powder  ball  and  other  stores  for  the  service 
of  the  people  upon  the  rampart.  All  this  addition  will  be  represented  as 
serviceable  by  the  proposed  plan.  The  magazines  of  powder  lie  under 
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1 the  curtains  and  bastions  of  this  forDs  fortifications,  which  is  not  a 
; proper  place  for  them.  For  in  case  any  danger  by  an  attack  at  this 
I fort  should  happen,  these  magazines  by  hazard  or  otherwise  may 
: unluckily  take  fire,  demolish  the  works,  and  give  the  enemy  an  advantage 
; of  mounting  such  breach  as  in  such  case  may  with  ease  be  made  upon 
ithe  bastions  and  curtains.  Such  bad 'placing  of  a powder  magazine 
t has  often  by  danger  of  fire  given  the  enemy  possession  of  a work  wdiich 
i'  would  have  been  otherwise  difficult  to  gain.  All  magazines  ought  to 
5 he  built  and  placed  separate  from  the  fortified  works.  Too  many  powder 
I magazines  in  one  place  are  both  dang^erous  and  troublesome.  This  fort 
f has  five  magazines  but  two  are  sufficient,  one  for  a necessary  (luantity 
!of  powder  in  reserve,  the  other  for  the  powder  in  daily  use.  I he 
■other  sort  of  magazines  for  provisions  maybe  constructed  under  the 
i;  walls  when  the  place  is  not  large  enough  to  build  them  apart.  All  the 
(j  powder  magazines  in  this  fort  look  to  be  bomb-proof,  as  the  thickness 
foyer  their  arches  demonstrates,  they  being  far  above  the  ordinary 
] thickness  of  a usual  bomb-proof.  Hie  floor  of  all  these  ma<^’aziiies 
^ being  paved  with  stones,  is  very  bad  and  may  be  of  great  dangei\  For 
If  a barrel  should  fall  down  upon  the  floor,  it  may  force  a grain  of  sand 
(to  take  file  and  the  whole  (Quantity  of  powder  blow  and  cast  up  the 
1:  magazine  in  the  air.  If,  as  is  customary,  these  floors  were  laid  of  wood 
lithe  magazines  could  not  be  so  exposed  to  danger  as  at  present.  Neither 
in  these  magazines  is  there  any  ventilator  to  give  proper  air  to  the  powder 
I which  is  absolutely  necessary.  The  water  tanks  opposite  each  door 
j.must  damage  the  powder  as  in  the  rain  time  there  falls  a great  quantity 
;of  water  which  fills  the  tanks  and  easts  a damp  therein,  which  must  be 
); prejudicial  to  the  powder. 

The  place  inteiioi  of  this  Castle  is  large  enougli  for  lodging  a projier 
igarrison,  stores,  and  ammunition.  But  the  present  barracks  for  the 
H artillery  are  in  a very  bad  condition,  and  have  not  room  to  contain 
'(above  sixty  to  seventy  men.  Besides  the  infantry  guard  room  is  not 
f sufficient  for  a necessary  garrison  in  this  Castle.  There  ought  to  be 
ijbarracks  for  four  hundred  men  at  least,  and  such  barracks  should  be 
placed  separate  from  the  other  works,  as  much  as  possible  for  the 
(benefit  of  air,  which  is  greatly  conducive  to  the  health  of  the  people  in 
• these  warm  countries.  The  best  place  for  the  barracks  is  the  line  which 
(goes  parallel  close  to  the  rampart  of  the  polygon  interior,  wdiich  at 
'present  is  the  GovernoFs  house  and  offices  as  the  draft  explains.  The 
Barracks  ought  to  be  built  strong  and  construed  with  a parapet  in  order 
to  cover  the  interior  of  the  fort  from  shot  and  shells  from  the  seaside 
land  at  the  same  time  serve  for  defence,  and  lodging  the  garrison  anci 
(keeping  other  materials  in  good  order. 

The  GovernoFs  house  in  the  fort  at  present  is  built  with  o-reat 
linconvenience  to  the  fortification,  it  being  considerably  higher  than  the 
(fortified  works,^  which  ought  not  to  be.  If  the  guns  upon  the  two  poly- 
(gons  at  the  seaside  of  this  fort  should  be  fired  with  any  warmth  it  would 
(bring  the  building  to  the  ground,  the  ruins  of  which  would  prevent  the 
) people  from  doing  their  duty  on  the  ram^iart.  The  land  side  of  this 
jf(3rt  is  greatly  incommoded  with  several  buildings  of  the  Honourable 
(Compan/B,  which  lie  so  near  the  fortification  that  on  this  side  the 
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defence  of  the  fort  is  very  much  hindered.  The  mint  house  lies  too 
close  opposite  the  west  polygon  of  the  fort,  and  hinders  the  guns  from 
this  side  from  doing  any  service.  This  house  therefore  ought  to  be 
built  in  another  place,  as  should  likewise  the  foundry  and  smiths^  and " 
carpenters'’  workhouses  which  lie  too  near  the  fort  opposite  the  Brab- 
tree  bastion.  The  infantry  barracks  lie  too  near  opposite  the  face  of 
the  Tank  bastion  in  such  situation  that  the  guns  from  this  face  cannot ' 
do  much  service.  Seawards  these  barracks  lie  quite  open.  They  have . 
not  any  fortified  line  before  their  face  and  are  not  to  be  seen  in  fiank  •. 
from  the  fort. 

The  present  place  for  the  common  soldiers  in  these  barracks  is  not 
able  to  contain  above  150  men.  There  ought  to  be  built  sufficient 
barracks  for  the  garrison  of  this  town,  that  is  proper  places  for  2000 
men  at  least. 

The  barracks  ought  to  be  built,  and  detached  from  any  other  buildings,  ; 
one  by  each  gate,  but  not  far  from  the  fortified  works,  and  the  sub- 
altern officers  to  be  lodged  in  the  wings  of  the  same.  An  artillery.^ 
barrack  to  this  garrison  is  absolutely  necessary,  as  the  present  one  is  not 
sufficient,  and  is  in  a bad  condition.  All  these  barracks  ought  to  be^ 
built  so  that  the  fresh  air  can  have  a clear  passage  through  them,  which! 
contributes  much  to  the  people’s  health.  The  artillery  barracks  ought 
to  be  together,  and  near  the  magazines  of  stores,  carpenters'’  and  smiths’  ! 
shops,  with  a proper  covering  on  each  side  for  the  spare  gun  carriages  si 
as  explained  in  the  plan. 

The  Honourable  Company’s  grand  warehouses  on  the  bandar  are..- 
tolerably  well  situated  by  the  seaside,  between  the  fort  and  marines 
pier.  Being  c[uite  open  on  each  side,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a fortified 
line  before  them.  Nothing  at  present  defends  them  but  the  small  Bandar  ! 
pier  battery. 

From  the  Marine  Pier  battery  to  the  Royal  half  bastion  the  line  iss 
ill  defended  and  in  a bad  condition.  The  lloyal  battery  has  no  other' 
defence  than  in  front,  cannot  be  defended  or  flanked  by  more  than  one 
gun  from  the  Marine  Pier  batter}^  and  all  the  shot  from  this  gun  will 
strike  obliquely  on  the  object,  and  of  consequence  its  defence  is  of  little 
or  no  service.  Neither  is  this  battery  fortified  with  any  ditch  as  it  ought , 
to  be.  One  man  can  easily  mount  through  the  embrasures  of  this  battery 
without  any  great  trouble.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to  repair  these- 
defects  on  this  side,  with  some  other  tower  works  before  the  polygon,  in 
harmony  with  the  other  fortified  works  round  this  town.  By  the; 
interior  of  these  batteries  are  two  magazines  for  powder.  The  small 
magazine  will  contain  only  sixty-four  barrels  of  powder  and  is  so  very 
ill  construed  that  by  an  accident  of  fire  it  might  ruin  the  whole  battery. 
It  is  likewise  exposed  to  take  water  when  the  spring  tides  are  high 
which  damages  the  powder,  and  makes  this  magazine  unserviceable, 
The  plan  shows  the  other  called  the  Battery  magazine,  which  is  capable 
of  containing  360  barrels  of  powder,  and  from  the  extraordinary  thickness- 
of  its  arch,  appears  to  be  bomb-proof ; but  the  walls  round,  which 
support  the  arch,  are  not  in  proportion  to  bear  it ; therefore  it  is 
necessary  to  be  fortified  with  counterforts  or  buttresses  on  each  side 
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This  magazine  is  built  in  the  Royal  half  bastion  two  sides  o£  its  face 
lying  under  the  rampart  of  this  work.  Opposite  its  door  a tank  of  water, 
L which  by  the  falling  of  the  rains  has  overflown,  enters  the  magazine 
and  damages  the  powder.  he  floor  is  likewise  of  stone,  which  ought  to 
) be  of  wood,  for  the  reasons  heretofore  given  on  speaking  of  the  magazines 
in  the  fort.  Notwithstanding  these  inconveniences  this  magazine  can 
be  put  in  order  at  no  very  considerable  expense. 

As  these  magazines  are  not  sufficient  to  hold  the  quantity  of  powder 
necessary  for  this  fortifleation,  it  is  proper  to  build  a new  magazine 
mffieient  to  contain  from  eight  hundred  to  a thousand  barrels  of  powder, 

■ bomb-proof,  dry,  and  secure  from  danger.  The  best  place  for  such 
i magazine  is  by  the  Mandvi  bastion,  as  explained  in  the  plan.  The 
other  magazines  for  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  the  towffis 
; defence  shall  be  explained  in  a future  address. 

^ As  is  to  be  seen  by  the  draft,  the  fortifled  line  seawards  from  the 
: -ort  to  the  Mandvi  bastion  is  not  half  finished,  the  counterforts  being 
iquite  open,  and  only  a part  serviceable  for  two  guns  finished.  The 
I, construction  of  this  line  is  mostly  defended  in  high  front  and  in 
i )blique  flanking  to  the  fort.  And  at  this  side  of  the  Mandvi  bastion  the 
?L'ace  is  not  flanked  from  any  part  of  the  line  as  it  ought  to  be,  which 
[Will  be  better  represented  by  the  draft. 

] The  present  condition  of  the  polygon  opposite  the  bazar  gate,  is 
mentioned  before,  and  how  near  the  hill  Dongri  is  situated  to  the  same, 
lilt  is  proper  to  connect  the  fortified  works  of  this  hill  with  this  polygon 
i:  )f  the  town  with  some  lines  of  art,  for  to  have  a secure  transport  for 
[oeople  and  ammunition  in  time  of  war,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
p)e  performed  with  all  expedition  as  this  part  may  be  reckoned  the  key 
r)f  the  island.  The  present  fortification  on  Dongri  hill  is  bad. 
(The  interior  of  the  work  is  not  sufficient  for  the  guns  and  people  to 
lo  good  service  on  any  occasion,  neither  has  it  any  magazine  for 
? novision  of  war,  more  than  a miserable  place  for  twenty  barrels  of 
\)Owder,  which  on  any  attack  lies  by  the  outside  of  this  fort,  in  view 
[nf  an  enemy.  The  tower  is  of  small  defence,  being  built  too  weak, 
jind  cannot  bear  great  guns  or  mortars.  The  other  works  below 
Riannot  defend  one  another,  which  makes  several^  dead  angles.  In 
: ;hort  as  the  present  work  is  Imilt  and  constructed,  it  is  very  easy  in 
I nany  ways  to  surprise  this  fort.  The  houses  and  streets  too  closely 
) liurround  this  work,  so  that  without  any  trouble  the  enemy  can  corne 
5 inder  the  guns  from  any  part.  The  old  Portuguese  Church,  as  it 
I ies  now  opposite  this  fort,  upon  a little  height,  may  serve  the  enemy 
0 a great  advantage  for  to  make  a lodgment  and  battery.  All  these 
I uconveniencies  should  be  rectified,  and  a proper  view  given  round  this 
s )lace  as  the  hill  has  great  advantage  in  lying  high,  and  conimands  the 
D own  and  harbour,  and  is  not  commanded  by  any  hills  near  it.  There- 
ore  it  ought  to  be  fortified  in  a proper  manner,  with  a good  communica- 
ion  to  the  town  in  order  to  render  both  the  castle  and  town  stronger, 

! nd  more  respectable  to  an  enemy. 

:1  The  works  most  necessary  to  be  set  about  immediately  are  as  fol- 
ows  : (1)  The  communication  from  Dongri  Fort  to  the  polygon 
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opposite  the  bazar  gate  and  at  the  same  time  to  put  the  fortification 
of  Dong-ri  in  more  defensible  order.  (2)  One  low  wall  or  faussehraye 
on  the  sea  side  of  Bombay  castle,  and  to  make  the  parapets  on  the  old  : 
works  of  this  fort  of  a sufficient  thickness.  (3)  One  defensive  work  . 
opposite  the  Koyal  and  Marine  Pier  batteries ; likewise  to  amend  the  old 
work  with  a flanking  line,  to  make  it  defensible,  which  it  is  not  at 
■|:)resent.  (d)  Three  drawbridges  one  for  each  gate  of  the  town  wall, 
which  are  absolutely  necessary.  (5)  Barracks  for  the  military  and  ; 
artillery,  and  to  put  in  order  the  battery  magazine  as  fast  as  possible. 

The  same  day,  23rd  September  1755,  Government  passed  the  fol- 
lowing orders  on  the  above  report : Read  a letter  from  Captain  Jacques  - 
de  Funck,  also  his  description  of  this  town  and  castle  and  the  present 
disadvantage  of  Dongri  hill,  showing  from  a survey  taken  this  year 
how  those  works  ought  to  he  amended  for  its  better  defence.  As  ' 
Captain  de  Funck  judges  that  some  works  more  absolutely  necessary  to 
be  added  or  altered  than  the  rest,  ought  to  be  immediately  begun,  it  is  ^ 
unanimously  resolved  that  the  President  give  orders  for  that  purpose.^ 

Six  months  later,  9th  March  1756,  Captain  de  Funck  writes  to^ 
Government  : I now  lay  before  your  Honour  a plan  of  the  town  of 
Bombay,  with  its  fortifications,  castle^  and  Dongri  Fort,  whereby  you  , 
wTll  see  how  the  same  is  at  present  surrounded  with  houses  and  hedges,. 
Likewise  an  annexed  description  how  to  render  the  same  more  defensible 
and  secure,  differing  very  little  from  the  one  I delivered  near  six  months  - 
past.  All’ the  particular  plans  and  profiles  to  this  general  one  now 
delivered  with  those  designed  for  the  intended  new  works  I shall  prepare 
from  time  to  time,  and  lay  before  your  Honour  hm’eafter.^ 

On  the  same  day  Government  pass  the  following  remarks  : Read  a 
letter  from  Captain  Jacques  de  Funck  (9th  March  1756)  delivered 
with  the  plan  of  this  town,  its  castle,  fortifications,  and  Dongri  Fort, 
also  a description  annexed  how  to  render  them  more  defensible,  which,! 
as  he  mentions,  we  pei-ceive  differs  very  little  from  that  delivered  the 
23rd  September  last;  and  that  he  has  not  yet  prepared  the  particular 
p>lans  and  profiles  of  the  new  works.  The  Board  agreed  that  the  whole 
now  before  us  be  transmitted  by  the  Stretham  for  our  Honourable 
Masters^  inspection.^ 

Three  months  later  Captain  J.  de  Funck  attends  at  the  Government 
Consultation  on  the  8th  June  1756,  when  after  debate  the  following 
orders  are  passed  : Captain  J acques  de  Funck  attending  with  a fou. 
draft  of  the  new  works,  the  same  is  inspected.  And  as  in  the  present 
situation  of  affairs  between  us  and  the  French  we  deem  it  the  greatesi; 
importance  to  put  ourselves  in  a proper  state  of  defence  next  the  harboni 
to  secure  the  place  against  the  attack  of  large  ships,  it  is  resolved  thai 
those  works  be  carried  on  Avith  the  utmost  expedition  and  the  consider 
ation  of  the  rest  is  deferred.^ 


1 Pub.  Diary  28  of  1755,  349  - 362. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  23rd  Sept.  1755,  Pub.  Diary  28  of  1755,  342. 

- Pub.  Diary  29  of  1756,  123.  Except  the  23rd  Sept.  1755  description  noted  above ' 
none  of  the  papers  or  plans  mentioned  in  the  text  are  available. 

Bom.  Gov.  Considtation  9th  March  1756,  Pub.  Diary  29  of  1756,  117 -US* 

^ Bom,  Gov,  Consultation  8th  June  1756,  Pub.  Diary  29  of  1756,  240. 
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The  following  notices  relate  to  the  supply  of  workmen  and  super- 
vising officers  in  connection  with  the  fortification  works.  At  a Con- 
sultation, the  5th  June  1756,  the  Board  remark  : As  our  Honourable 
Masters  now  again  direct  us  to  get  the  fortifications  in  proper  order, 
and  as  the  Chief  and  Factors  at  Surat  advise  they  shall  not  be  able  to 
procure  any  workmen  there,  it  is  resolved  that  the  new  fortification 
; paymaster  endeavour  to  hire  a sufficient  number  of  workmen  at  Goa  or 
I elsewhere.^ 

At  a Consultation,  the  20th  July  1756,  Mr.  Byfeld  representing 
’ that  Captain  de  Funck  has  lately  sent  some  Europeans  belonging  to 
! the  train  of  artillery  to  be  employed  on  the  works  as  overseers  who,  he 
r is  apprehensive,  may  want  to  be  allowed  Bs.  18  a month  and  desiring 
our  opinion  in  regard  to  the  allowance  which  ought  to  be  made  them, 

) we  think  Bs.  9 a month,  exclusive  of  what  they  receive  from  the  mili- 
: tary  pay  office,  will  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  He  is  ordered  to 
► regulate  the  rate  accordingly.  We  hope  this  encouragement  will  excite 
[ the  men  to  discharge  their  duty  with  alacrity.  Captain  de  Funck  is 
i likewise  informed.^ 

Shortly  after  the  Bombay  Government  received  a letter  of  the  31st 
of  March  1756  from  the  Court,  approving  the  works  ordered  at  the 
j dock  and  pier  head : We  are  well  j)leasecl  to  find  that  the  works  we 
; gave  orders  for  at  the  dock  and  pier  head,  are,  in  your  opinion  as  well 
as  ours,  of  the  most  public  utility.  We  shall  therefore  expect  you  will 
carry  them  on  and  complete  them  as  soon  as  possible,  agreeable  to  the 
( plan  transmitted  to  us,  with  such  additions  and  variations  as  you  may 
think  necessary  in  the  progress  of  your  works.  Although  they  are 
i carried  on  under  the  direction  and  management  of  the  marine  superin- 
• tendent,  a due  regard  must  be  had  to  the  sentiments  of  Captain  de 
' Funck  whenever  it  may  be  necessary.  We  shall  depend  upon  your 
assurances  that  the  whole  will  be  executed  with  as  much  frugality  as  the 
. nature  of  the  works  will  admit.^ 

On  the  4th  May  1757  the  Court  write  to  Bombay  : The  directions  we 
: have  given  for  three  years  past  have  been  to  empower  you  to  set  about 
any  works  at  Bombay  that  should  appear  to  you  u]3on  a strict  enquiry 
I to  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  place,  and  the  deferring 
whereof  might  be  attended  with  dangerous  consequences.  In  pursuance 
of  these  orders  we  find  you  are  carrying  on  several  works  upon  the 
projects  of  Mr.  de  Fanck.  But  as  they  seem  to  us  to  be  calculated 
with  little  regard  to  expense  as  well  as  not  to  come  within  our  intention 
of  having  absolutely  necessary  works  only  erected,  we  intended  to  have 
put  an  entire  stop  to  your  proceedings.  Mr.  Mace'^s  going  to  Bombay 
gives  us  the  opportunity  of  being  more  satisfactorily  informed  of  what 
is  necessary  to  be  done.  Mffien  therefore  he  comes  from  Gheria  he  is 
to  take  a careful  survey  of  all  your  works  and  form  a project  of  what 
may  be  necessary  to  render  the  island  defensible  upon  the  most  frugal 
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^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  5th  June  1756,  Pub.  Diary  29  of  1756,  239. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  20th  July  1756,  Pub.  Diary  29  of  1756,  271. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  31st  March  1756  para  87,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol,  4 of 
1752-17.56,309. 
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plan  which,  together  with  estimates  o£  the  time  and  expense  necessary 
to  complete  it,  must,  with  your  observations,  be  transmitted  to  us  for  i 
our  directions.  Without  our  directions  you  are  to  proceed  no  further  i 
on  Mr.  de  Funck^s  general  plan  or  any  other,  unless  Mr.  Mace  shall  i 
make  it  appear  some  works  are  evidently  necessary  for  the  immediate 
defence  of  the  island.  Such  you  have  our  full  authority  for  erecting^  • 
without  waiting  for  our  further  orders. ^ 

On  the  employment  of  the  workmen  during  the  rains  the  Bombay 
Diary  of  the  24  th  June  1757  has  the  following  entry:  Mr.  Thomas 
Byfeld^  new  fortification  paymaster,  representing  that  the  workmen 
procured  from  the  adjacent  countries  for  carrying  on  the  additional 
fortifications  and  buildings  cannot  be  all  constantly  employed  on  that 
service  during  the  rains,  desires  the  opinion  of  the  Board  whether  any  . 
of  them  should  be  discharged  for  the  present  or  destined  to  assist  in 
any  other  manner  in  which  they  may  be  most  useful  to  the  service  in 
general.  The  Board  determine  that  none  of  them  be  discliarged  as  the 
procuring  them  has  been  attended  with  so  much  difficulty  and  expense 
but  that  the  paymaster  employ  them  at  this  season  in  such  manner  as  r 
may  be  most  conducive  to  the  Honourable  Company-’s  interest.^ 

Mr.  Thomas  Whitehill  representing  that  the  drift  sand  thrown  up 
against  Mahim  fort  is  almost  as  high  as  the  embrasures,  the  Board  on 
the  2nd  August  1757  directed  to  set  the  militia  of  that  district  to  its; 
immediate  clearing  away.^ 

In  August  1757  the  Kamati  labourers  employed  on  the  fortifications' 
and  other  works  being  asked  if  they  would  form  themselves  into  a 

regular  body  of  militia,  proposed  the  following  articles  : 

1.  That  when  formed  they  shall  remain  entnely  under  the  command  of 
their  own  officers  and  not  be  called  or  sent  to  duty  or  draughted  anywhere’ 
upon  or  off  the  island  nor  be  subject  to  any  military  service  till  the  place  is 
attacked.  In  event  of  attack  they  will,  to  the  most  of  their  skill  and  power, 
do  what  may  be  required  of  them  provided  Gambaji  Putlaji,  the  head  overseer 
of  the  country  workmen,  be  appointed  their  conductor  who  has  made  a volun- 
tary offer  of  his  service  on  such  an  occasion. 

2.  That  in  case  any  of  them  shall  be  wounded,  maimed,  or  killed  in  the 
defence  of  this  place,  a provision  shall  be  made  for  themselves  or  families 
equally  as  if  they  were  in  constant  monthly  pay  in  the  service  as  regular  sepoys. 

3.  That  provided  the  paymaster  is  previously  acquainted  therewith  they 
shall  be  allowed  to  exercise  whenever  their  officers  may  judge  it  necessary  with- 
out being  subject  to  a check  of  absence  on  the  working  muster-roUs,  and  that 
when  sickness  or  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  will  not  permit  of  their  dis-  - 
charging  their  duty  of  labourers  at  the  public  works  full  pay  shall  be  allowed 
as  to  all  other  monthly  servants.  Also  a country  doctor  and  such  propel 
medicines  as  he  may  think  necessary  to  make  use  of  for  their  recovery. 

4.  That  they  shall  be  obliged  to  form  themselves  into  companies  of  216 
each  and  no  more,  officers  included,  namely  1 Subhedar,  4 Jmnledars,  8 
Naiks,  1 Colour-bearer,  1 Trumpeter,  1 Bhaldar  or  usher,  and  200  Private  men, 

For  the  extraordinary  trouble  their  subhedars  will  have  in  disciplining  and 
keeping  them  and  their  arms  regularly  together  for  immediate  duty  theii 
present  Rs.  11  a month  must  be  increased  to  Rs.  16  to  be  continued  to  their 
whilst  in  the  service.  When  employed  in  defending  the  place  against  ar 
enemy,  they  and  the  officers  are  to  be  allowed  the  following  monthly  rates  : 

* Court  to  Bombay  4th  May  1757,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  5 of  1757  - 1761,  33-31 
^Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  24th  June  1757,  Pub.  Diary  30  of  1757,  238. 

^ Bom,  Gov,  Consultation  2nd  Aug.  1757,  Pub.  Diary  30  of  1757,  291. 


Materials.] 


AND  ISLAND.  317 

Subheddr  ...  ...  ...  Rs.  20 

Jumledar  ...  ...  ...  ,,  13 

Sar  Naik  ...  ...  ...  „ 8^ 

All  others  in  the  said  company  to  continue  at  the  pay  they  now  receive  as 
labourers  without  any  further  allowance  except  it  be  a perpet  (perpetuano  or 
serge)  jacket  which  they  request  may  be  allowed.  If  granted  they  will  esteem 
themselves  obliged  for  the  same  and  deem  it  as  a distinguishing  mark  of 
favour.  In  case  any  of  their  countrymen  should  be  hereafter  entered  at  greater 
pay  and  allowances,  they  are  then  to  be  put  on  a footing  with  them  in  respect 
thereto. 

5.  That  if  these  proposals  should  prove  agreeable,  the  undermentioned  body 
of  648  men  will  immediately  form  themselves  into  regular  companies  conform- 
able to  the  foregoing  statement  and  vigorously  oppose  the  efforts  of  any 
enemy  that  may  attempt  to  invade  this  island  using  such  arms  as  they  have 
been  accustomed  to  make  use  of  in  their  own  countries  which  will  distinctly 
appear  by  the  following  abstract : * 

Kdmdti  Militia,  1757. 


Captains. 

Arms  and 

THE  Men. 

Firelock 

Men. 

Match- 

lock 

Men. 
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or  Long 
Sword 
Men, 
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and 

Target 

Men. 
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and 

Arrow 

Men. 

Total. 

Shaikh  Ahmad  Londia 

« • • 

• . . 

104 

... 

6 

4 

*«« 

114 

Kabir  Muhammad 

• •• 

• * » 

29 

• •• 

« . • 

1 

• •• 

30 

Bhawansingh 

• •• 

• •• 

45 

5 

3 

1 

1 

65 

Kamal  Muhammad 

... 

19 

• •• 

2 

4 

25 

Bapuji  Selar 

... 

• •• 

13 

... 

• •• 

13 

Ibrahim  Khan  Patel 

• •• 

18 

22 

... 

13 

• •• 

53 

Hanmantrao 

• •• 

... 

10 

• •• 

• •• 

2 

12 

Sher  Muhammad  ... 

• •• 

25 

• •• 

6 

S 

34 

Kamah  Morah 

... 

... 

9 

• «« 

... 

2 

1 

12 

Jivan  Lawar 

• •• 

... 

5 

... 

2 

... 

7 

Ma^uuan  Habib  ... 

* •« 

... 

* . • 

45 

» . • 

2 

6 

63 

Mmji  N^ik 

... 

• *« 

20 

... 

• »* 

8 

23 

Fakir  Muhammad 

... 

... 

32 

... 

3 

6 

• •• 

40 

Ibrahim  Khan 

... 

... 

24 

... 

3 

6 

... 

33 

Gomiji  Chorga  ... 

... 

16 

... 

... 

16 

Hussanji  NS,ik 

• *« 

... 

24 

1 

9 

34 

Shiv  Nak  

• • 1 

19 

... 

2 

r«  . 

21 

Bach  Nak 

« «* 

7 

• •• 

• . • 

2 

9 

Hassan  N^ik 

• •• 

24 

3 

... 

27 

Mall  Nak  ... 

• •• 

• . » 

6 

• . • 

• •• 

« .« 

• •• 

6 

Shaikh  Hassan 

... 

9 

3 

12 

Shiv^ji  Kadam  ... 

• •• 

* •« 

12 

» .• 

... 

12 

Abdul  KMir  ... 

• • • 

8 

... 

... 

... 

«*• 

8 

477 

73 

18 

63 

17 

618 
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Kdmdti  Militia  hy  Caste  Age  and  Country,  1151, 


Caste. 

Age. 

Country. 

Captains. 

Gcn- 

tus. 

Moors 

Chris- 

tiairs. 

Pha- 
rash 
or  no 
Caste. 

20  to 
30. 

30  to 
40. 

40  to 
50. 

50  to 
60. 

Mara- 

tha. 

An- 

gria’s. 

Sidi’s. 

Guja- 

rdt. 

Shaikh  Ahmad  Lon- 

18 

94 

2 

• •• 

37 

54 

16 

7 

80 

• •• 

34 

Kabir  Muhammad  . 

1 

29 

• •• 

• •• 

5 

15 

8 

2 

9 

* »• 

... 

h 

Bhawansingh 

38 

16 

1 

8 

44 

3 

7 

18 

30 

Kamal  Muhammad. 

25 

« « « 

• •• 

13 

7 

2 

3 

... 

25 

Bapuji  Selar 

9 

4 

2 

10 

1 

... 

13 

... 

... 

Ibrahim  khan  Patel. 

10 

42 

1 

32 

9 

11 

1 

40 

... 

• •• 

13 

Hanmantrao 

11 

1 

• « • 

2 

8 

2 

• •• 

12 

’19 

Sher  Muhammad  ... 

7 

27 

13 

17 

3 

1 

15 

... 

... 

Kamah  Morah 

• •• 

12 

6 

6 

1 

• •• 

... 

... 

12 

Jivan  Lawar 

1 

6 

• •• 

• * • 

3 

2 

• • • 

2 

• •• 

• •• 

7 

May  man  Habib  ... 

1 

52 

• 

25 

20 

7 

1 

... 

• • • 

... 

53 

Bamji  Naik 

16 

4 

1 

2 

5 

15 

3 

... 

23 

is 

... 

... 

Fakir  Muhammad  . 

il 

17 

2 

14 

16 

8 

2 

22 

... 

Ibrahim  Khan 

8 

24 

1 

• « * 

6 

19 

8 

• •« 

80 

... 

3 

Gomaji  Chorga 

13 

2 

1 

• •• 

6 

10 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

1 

... 

11 

Hussauji  Naik 

2 

30 

• •• 

2 

20 

12 

2 

7 

1 

26 

Shiv  Nak  

... 

21 

12 

9 

... 

21 

... 

... 

... 

Bach  Nak  

• t • 

• •• 

• • • 

9 

4 

4 

1 

... 

9 

... 

... 

Hassan  Naik 

• •• 

• •• 

• •• 

27 

15 

7 

5 

• •• 

27 

... 

Mall  Nak  ... 

• « • 

• •• 

5 

1 

4 

• •• 

• •• 

5 

... 

... 

Shaikh  Hassan 

• •• 

12 

3 

8 

1 

• •« 

11 

... 

1 

Shivaji  Kadam 

11 

• •• 

1 

• . • 

4 

8 

• • • 

12 

”i 

. *• 

Abdul  Kadir 

1 

1 

6 

5 

3 

• •• 

6 

... 

1 

168 

398 

8 

74 

241 

306 

79 

22 

353 

38 

35 

222 

On  the  above  proposals  the  Bombay  Diary  of  the  12th  August  has 
the  following  entry  : The  new  fortification  paymaster  laying  before  the  ! 
Board  an  abstract  of  648  labourers  from  the  adjacent  countries  mustered  I 
yesterday  before  the  President  and  now  employed  on  the  new  fortifica-  • 
tions  with  their  proposals  to  assist  in  defending  the  island  in  case  of  ! 
its  being  attacked  by  the  French  or  any  other  enemy,  the  same  are  : 
read  and  being  duly  considered,  are  unanimously  approved.  By  this  « 
arrangement  we  shall  secure  such  a large  body  of  men  for  the  small 
additional  expense  of  Rs.  4 a month  to  their  subhedars  for  disciplining  . 
them  and  an  increase  of  their  own,  their  subhedars’’,  and  their  Sar  Naiks’ 
pay  in  case  of  their  being  actually  employed  in  defending  the  place 
against  an  enemy.  W^ith  a perpet  jacket  to  each  of  the  corps  we  are 
resolved  to  indulge  them  as  a reasonable  gratuity  for  the  zeal  and 
alacrity  they  show  for  preserving  our  Honourable  Masters^  estate  and 
property  as  also  in  their  request  that  Gambaji  Putla  ji  may  be  confirmed 
their  conductor  or  leader. 

Being  in  want  of  arms  for  this  militia  and  a number  having  been 
lately  sold  to  the  bazar  people  by  the  agents  for  the  captors  at  Gheria 
the  new  fortification  paymaster  is  directed  to  endeavour  to  purchase 
them  for  the  use  of  his  men  on  the  most  reasonable  terms 

Some  weeks  later  a similar  abstract  of  two  more  companies  was  ■ 
presented  to  the  Board,  when  the  following  orders  were  recorded  at  a 
Consultation  held  the  27th  September : Mr.  Thomas  Byfeld,  new 
fortification  paymaster,  presenting  an  abstract  of  two  companies  more 
of  the  foreign  labourers,  consisting  of  432  who  have  offered  to  serve  as 


* Bom.  Gov,  Consultation  12tli  Aug.  1757,  Pub.  Diary  30  of  1757,  303  - 304. 
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sepoys  on  the  terms  agreed  on  the  12th  ultimo^  he  is  directed  to 
incorporate  them  with  the  rest  of  that  corps.^  The  details  are  : 

Kdmdti  Militia,  1767, 


Captains. 

Men. 

Arms  and 

THE  Men. 

Caste. 

Firelock 

Men. 
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lock 

Men. 
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S word 
Men. 
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Shaikh  Ahmad  Londia . 

31 

15 

12 

1 

6 

14 

18 

• •• 

2 

Ibrahimkhan  Patel 

... 

89 

89 

• •• 

» • • 

32 

55 

• • • 

D 

Bach  Nak 

... 

2d 

24 

• •• 

... 

24 

Hnssanji  Nak 

• . . 

30 

30 

• • • 

• •• 

• • • 

• •• 

... 

30 

Khandoji  Karrah 

• . . 

24 

15 

1 

8 

24 

««• 

Anaudarao  Jadhav 

> < . 

9 

7 

1 

• t* 

1 

9 

• •• 

• •• 

Shaikh  Abdul  Rahiman. 

11 

11 

3 

8 

• • • 

Abdul  Khaliph  Jamadar, 

8 

7 

• •• 

1 

• •• 

8 

• • • 

Mirza  Hiisan  Beg 

3 

3 

• • • 

3 

• • • 

Abdul  Kadar 

• •• 

9 

8 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

4 

3 

• •• 

2 

Shaikh  Balu 

• • • 

11 

11 

• •• 

• • • 

• • • 

11 

• • • 

Esvant  Balaji  ... 

• • . 

4 

4 

• •• 

• •• 

• •• 

4 

• • • 

Babu  Rao 

• • • 

10 

8 

• •• 

2 

10 

• •• 

... 

Bapuji  Selar 

• • ♦ 

6 

6 

• • • 

6 

• • • 

• •• 

Shankar  Naik  ... 

• •• 

6 

6 

6 

Raghoji  Balusa  ... 

• > . 

8 

7 

• •• 

1 

8 

• • 

• • • 

Kabir  Muhammad 

• • • 

9 

8 

• •• 

1 

• • • 

9 

... 

Bhawan  Singh  ... 

• •• 

40 

37 

• • • 

1 

2 

27 

12 

1 

• •• 

Kamal  Muhammad 

4 

4 

• • • 

• • • 

• ♦ • 

• •• 

4 

Fakir  Muhammad 

• • • 

25 

24 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

18 

7 

• • • 

Ibrahimkhan 

• •• 

11 

9 

• « » 

2 

• • • 

11 

• • • 

... 

Sher  Muhammad 

t • • 

1 

1 

• •• 

1 

• • • 

• •• 

... 

Gomaji  Chorga  ... 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

• •• 

• • • 

• •• 

Hussanji  Naik  ... 

• . . 

3 

1 

• •• 

3 

1 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

Shiv  Nak 

• •• 

13 

13 

• •• 

• •• 

13 

Mall  Nak 

• • • 

2 

2 

• • « 

• • « 

• • • 

• •• 

• « • 

• •« 

2 

Rarijji  Naik 

19 

15 

• •• 

1 

3 

16 

• • • 

• •• 

3 

Shivji  Kadam  ... 

A 

13 

13 

• • • 

• • • 

13 

• •« 

• •• 

Vithalji  Niiik 

... 

6 

1 

• •• 

• • • 

4 

5 

•** 

... 

... 

Total 

• •• 

432 

379 

14 

5 

34 

196 

151 

1 

84 

Captains. 

Men. 

Age. 

Country. 

20  to  30. 

• 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

40  to  50. 

50  to  60. 

Maratha 

Angria’s 

Sidi’s. 

Gujarat. 

Shaikh  Ahmad  Londia . 

34 

16 

8 

9 

1 

26 

3 

3 

2 

Ibrahimkhan  Patel 

89 

25 

63 

10 

1 

62 

2 

2 

33 

Bach  Nak  

24 

1 

18 

6 

• »• 

24 

«•« 

Hussanji  Nak  

30 

10 

16 

4 

• •• 

30 

« * • 

... 

Khandoji  Karrah 

24 

9 

9 

6 

• « • 

24 

*•• 

• •• 

Anandarao  Jadhav 

9 

2 

4 

3 

... 

9 

... 

• • • 

Shaikh  Abdul  Rahiman. 

11 

3 

6 

2 

10 

1 

• •• 

Abdid  Khaliph  Jamadar. 

8 

1 

6 

1 

8 

... 

**• 

... 

Mirza  Husan  Beg 

3 

• •• 

1 

2 

... 

• •• 

. • • 

3 

Abdul  Kadar  

9 

1 

4 

4 

9 

... 

• .. 

Shaikh  BMu  

11 

«•« 

5 

6 

• «« 

4 

2 

5 

Esvant  Balaji  

4 

... 

4 

• •• 

... 

4 

• •• 

... 

Babu  Rao  

10 

1 

9 

• •• 

10 

... 

... 

Bapuji  Selar  

6 

1 

5 

... 

6 

... 

... 

Shankar  Naik 

6 

• •• 

6 

• • • 

• •• 

6 

» .• 

... 

... 

Raghoji  Balusa 

8 

»«• 

7 

• •• 

1 

8 

• •• 

• •• 

Kabir  Muhammad 

9 

4 

5 

... 

4 

... 

5 

Bhawan  Singh 

40 

13 

21 

6 

... 

35 

• . * 

.*• 

5 

Kamal  Muhammad 

4 

2 

2 

• •• 

. •« 

«•« 

4 

Fakir  Muhammad 

25 

2 

14 

9 

... 

24 

. « • 

i 

... 

Ibrahimkhan  

11 

2 

6 

3 

• •• 

10 

... 

1 

Sher  Muhammad 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

• •• 

... 

... 

Gomaji  Chorga 

1 

• •• 

1 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

... 

Hussanji  Naik  ... 

3 

... 

2 

1 

... 

2 

. • • 

1 

Shiv  Nak  

13 

6 

6 

1 

... 

13 

... 

• •• 

Mall  Nak 

2 

2 

• •• 

• •• 

2 

• •• 

«•« 

Ramji  Naik  

19 

17 

1 

1 

19 

... 

... 

Shivji  Kadam 

13 

4 

6 

3 

... 

2 

11 

... 

Vithalji  N{iik  

6 

1 

3 

1 

... 

3 

2 

.«• 

Total  ... 

432 

106 

244 

78 

4 

346 

21 

6 

59 

Chapter  IV. 
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and  Buildings. 

Kdmdti  Militia, 
1757. 


1 Bom.  Gov.  Cousultatioa  27th  Sept.  1757,  Pub.  Diary  30  of  1757,  368,  373 
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At  a Consultation  the  24th  October  1757,  the  Board  record  the 
following  entry  on  a similar  application  : The  new  fortification  pay- 
master presenting  an  abstract  of  another  company  of  labourers  who 
offer  to  serve  as  sepoys  he  is  ordered  to  incorporate  them  with  the 
rest.^  The  details  are  : 

Kdnidti  Mililia,  1757. 


Captains, 

Men, 

Arms  and 

THE  Men, 

Caste. 

Firelock 

Men. 

Match- 

lock 

Men. 

Pataw 
or  Long 
Sword 
Men. 

Sword 

and 

Target 

Men. 

Genius. 

Moors. 

Christ- 

ians. 

PharS,sh 
or  no 
Caste. 

Rdmaji  NS,ik  

28 

26 

2 

26 

2 

Bapuji  Selar  

5 

5 

• •• 

• •• 

5 

• •• 

• •• 

... 

Abdul  Rahiman 

22 

19 

... 

3 

11 

8 

... 

s 

Vithoji  Naik  

32 

22 

1 

9 

4 

8 

• •• 

20 

Abdul  Khaliph  Jamddar 

28 

22 

• •• 

1 

8 

15 

... 

Shaikh  Balu  

18 

18 

• • • 

• » « 

10 

8 

... 

• . « 

Abdul  Kadir  Subhed^r. 

21 

21 

3 

15 

... 

3 

Fakir  EsmaJlji 

19 

19 

... 

8 

8 

3 

• •• 

Kasiram 

15 

14 

1 

4 

2 

9 

R&ghoji  Balusa 

10 

10 

>•< 

... 

10 

• •• 

... 

GovindraJm  Parab 

16 

11 

4 

15 

... 

... 

... 

Abdul  Kadir  

7 

7 

• •• 

3 

4 

• •• 

Kondaji 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

..< 

Total  ... 

216 

195 

• •• 

1 

20 

108 

70 

3 

35 

Captains, 

Men. 

Age. 

Country. 

20  to  30. 

30  to  40. 

40  to  50. 

50  to  60. 

Mar5,tha 

Angria’s 

Sidi’s. 

Gujarat. 

RalmaJji  Nalik 

28 

1 

26 

1 

• •• 

28 

Bapuji  Selar 

5 

... 

5 

... 

... 

5 

... 

... 

... 

Abdul  Rahiman 

22 

3 

16 

3 

22 

... 

... 

Vithoji  Naik  

32 

2 

28 

2 

* .« 

21 

... 

... 

11 

Abdul  Khaliph  Jara5;dar 

23 

4 

18 

1 

... 

23 

... 

... 

Shaikh  Biilu  

18 

3 

14 

1 

... 

18 

« . * 

... 

Abdul  KMir  Subhedar. 

21 

21 

... 

... 

21 

... 

... 

Fakir  Esmalji 

19 

2 

11 

6 

... 

19 

... 

... 

Kasiram 

15 

2 

8 

5 

... 

15 

... 

RaJghoji  BaJlusa 

10 

3 

5 

2 

... 

10 

... 

Govindi’am  Parab 

15 

3 

9 

3 

... 

15 

... 

Abdul  Kadir  

7 

3 

4 

<»• 

7 

... 

• •• 

Kond^ji  •••  ••• 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Total  ... 

216 

26 

166 

24 

... 

205 

... 

... 

11 

Towards  the  close  of  1757  the  workmen  and  their  overseers 
employed  on  the  fortifications  requested  to  be  allowed  batty  at  a 
certain  rate.  The  Bombay  Diary  of  the  1st  November  1757  has  the 
following  entry  : The  new  fortification  paymaster  lays  before  the 
Board  a petition  presented  him  by  all  the  officers  and  people  working 
under  him  praying  that  they  may  each  be  allowed  two  johards  of  batty 
out  of  the  Company's  warehouse  in  part  of  their  pay.  This  they 
offer  to  receive  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  31J  the  muda  while  they  may  be 
employed  here,  as  they  can  have  no  dependance  on  being  supplied  by 
the  cutcheras  (Kachards  or  grain  dealers).  As  we  hope  grain  will 
not  long  continue  at  the  present  high  price  when  we  cannot  expect 
they  will  abide  by  their  offer,  it  is  resolved  that  batty  be  issued  to 


^ Bom,  Gov,  Consultation  24th  Oct.  1757,  Pub.  Diary  30  of  1767,  395*390. 
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them  at  the  market  place  which  we  hope  will  encourage  a more  diligent 
discharge  of  their  duty.^ 

The  Bombay  Diary  of  the  20th  December  1757  and  the  3rd  January 
1758  have  the  following  entries  : 

pecemher  20/.h.—  T\iQ  chief  engineer  (Captain  de  Funck)  having 
this  day  acquainted  the  new  fortification  paymaster  that  there  are 
some  small  houses  and  hedges  contiguous  to  the  rampart  of  the  Banian 
I bastion  which  obstruct  his  finishing  the  Cavalier^  it  is  ordered  that 
' the  new  fortification  paymaster  is,  with  the  assistance  of  the  clerk  of 
1 the  works,  to  survey  the  same,  and  deliver  in  an  estimate  of  the 
expense  which  will  attend  the  removal  of  the  houses  to  a proper  plaee.^ 
January  3rd. — Fortification  Paymaster  to  Government:  In 
compliance  with  your  command  signified  to  me  by  the  Secretary,  I 
il  have,  with  the  Clerk  of  the  works,  viewed  the  several  houses 
contiguous  to  the  Banian  bastion  which  Captain  de  Funck  desires 
: (20th  December  1757)  maybe  removed.  I now  enclose  an  estimate 
made  by  the  vereadores,  master  carpenters,  and  bricklayers,  whom 
I summoned  for  that  purpose,  of  the  expense  amounting  to  Es.  400 
[ that  will  attend  the  replacing  them  elsewhere.'^ 

January  3rd. — Bombay  Government  Consultation : The  new 
} fortification  paymaster  delivering  his  report  survey  of  eight  houses 
) contiguous  to  the  Banian  bastion  which  Captain  Jacques  de  Funck 
[ on  the  20th  ultimo  represented  ought  to  be  removed  elsewhere,  it  is 
ordered  that  the  paymaster  make  good  to  the  proprietors  the  expense 
V which  must  be  incurred  thereby,  agreeable  to  his  estimate  being 
i;  Es.  400.^ 

/:  At  the  close  of  1757  Major  Mace  who  had  been  appointed  principal 
lyigineer  for  Bombay  arrived  from  England.  After  Mr.  Mace  arrived 
he  Bombay  Government,  the  3rd  January  1758,  directed  that  the 
' Secretary  write  Mr.  James  Mace  to  survey  all  the  fortifications  and 
1 works  of  this  town  and  island,  and  rej)ort  to  us  what  are  and  may 
me  necessary  conformable  to  para  101  of  our  Honourable  Masters^  last 
[Dommunication  (of  1757),  a copy  of  which  has  been  delivered  him.  At 
p he  same  time  we  would  have  him  survey  and  make  a report  of  the 
Fortifications  of  the  town  previous  to  his  proceeding  to  the  out  forts, 
j 7aptain  Jacques  de  Funck  must  be  ordered  to  lay  before  Mr.  Mace  as 
) )rmcipal  engineer,  all  his  plans  descriptions  and  designs  relative  to  the 
i mortifications  of  this  Presidency,  and  give  him  all  the  information  as 
well  as  assistance  in  his  power  for  executing  the  Flonourable  Company’s 
commands  relative  thereto.  Copy  of  this  has  likewise  been  delivered 
t o Captain  de  Funck. ^ 

As  differences  of  opinion  between  Captain  de  Funck  and  Mr.  Mace 
r)revented  due  advance  with  the  fortifications,  and,  as  the  Bombay 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Oonsultation  1st  Nov.  1757,  Bub.  Diary  ?0  of  1757,  409. 
t ^Bom.  Gov.  Oonsultation  20tli  Dec.  1757,  Pub  Diary  30  of  1757,  465. 

< ^ Fortitication  Paymaster’s  Letter  to  Government  3rd  Jan.  1758,  Pub.  Diary  31  of 
. 758,  5.0  “^Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  3rd  Jan.  1758,  Pub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  2. 

Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  3rd  Jan.  1758,  Pub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  2-3.  Pub.  Dep. 

I .otters  to  the  Court  Vol.  5 of  1758,  84-85. 
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Captain  de  Funck 
Besigns, 

1758. 


Government  held  that  Captain  de  Funch  s progiess  was  nnsatistactoiyand  . 
that  he  simply  trifled  with  them^  Captain  de  h unek  was  allowed  to  lesign 
early  in  February  1758.  Consultations  between  the  10th  January  and  I 
the  ‘3rd  March  have  the  following  entries  : The  President  (10th  January) 
acquaints  the  Board  that  Captain  Jacques  de  Funck  having  objected  to 
lay  his  plans  before  Mr.  Mace  the  principal  engineer,  he  directed  the 
Secretary  to  require  Captain  de  Funck  to  deliver  them  in  to  the  Board. 
Captainde  Funck  accordingly  attending  with  three  different  foul  plans  for  t 
fortifyino-  the  town,  but  not  near  finished,  and  Mr.  M ace  being  now  - 
likewise  present  and  asked  his  opinion  of  them,  Mr.  Mace  repiesents  it  will 
require  some  time  for  him  to  examine  and  consider  of  them  in  a proper 
manner.  Captain  de  Funck  refuses  to  let  Mr.  Mace  have  them  at  all  in 
his  possession,  urging  that  Mr.  Mace  ought  only  to  inspect  them  in  his  - 
presence  till  they  are  finished  which  he  says  will  be  in  about  three 
weeks  more.  But  as  in  consequence  of  our  Honourable  Masters^ 
commands  we  cannot  admit  of  Mr.  Mace  attending  Captain  de  Funck,., 
as  they  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  Mace  principal  engineer, 
and  we  cannot  but  be  extremely  dubious  of  Captain  de  Funck’s^ 
finishing  the  plans  agreeable  to  his  promise,  as  he  has  trifled  with  us 
in  that  important  point  for  upwards  of  four  years,  it  is  unanimously 
resolved  that  the  plans  be  and  they  accordingly  are  delivered  to 
Mr.  Mace  for  his  examination  and  approval.^ 

Thereupon,  on  the  31st  January  of  the  same  year.  Captain  de  Funck' 
expresses  his  desire  to  resign.  His  letter  was  read  by  the  Board  at. 
their  Consultation  of  the  same  day  Read  a lettei  just  leceived  fiom 
Captain  Jacques  de  Funck,  representing  his  conduct  as  engineer _ in' 
repV  to  our  Honourable  Masters^  commands  and  our  order  respecting, 
him,  and  desiring  at  the  same  time  to  resign  his  office  of  engineer .r 
Recourse  being  had  to  para  101  of  the  last  general  letter  (of  1757), 
wherein  our  Honourable  Masters  forbid  our  proceeding  on  his  plan  or 
doing  anything  to  the  fortifications  without  Mr.  Mace's  judging  it 
necessary,  it  is  resolved  that  the  Secretary  write  Captain  de  Funck 
in  reply,  that,  if  he  is  determined  not  to  conform  to  our  superiors'^ 
commands  and  not  to  do  what  we  direct  him  in  consequence  of  Mr, 
Mace's  proposals  and  recommendation,  he  has  our  permission  'tc 
resign  his  office  of  engineer,  as  otherwise  noWithstanding  theii 
defenceless  condition,  the  fortifications  must  be  at  a stand. ° 

In  reply,  on  the  7th  February  1758,  Captain  de  Funck  submits  his 
resignation,  the  Board  making  the  following  observations  at  their 
Consultation  of  the  same  date  : Read  a letter  from  Captain  de  Funck 
representing  that  he  desires  to  resign  the  office  of  engineer,  and  die 
not  think  it  necessary  to  return  any  answer  about  it,  though  it  h 
evident  from  the  resolution  in  our  last  Consultation  that  our  acquiesc-. 
in  O’  therein  was  only  on  condition  that  he  finally  acquainted  us  thai 
he^ was  determined  not  to  conform  to  our  Honourable  Masters  oi 
our  orders  in  respect  to  Mr.  Mace’s  proposals  for  fortifying  the  town 


1 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  10th  Jan.  1758,  Pub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  10-11. 
2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  31st  Jan.  1758,  Pub,  Diary  31  of  1758,  G4-65. 


Materials.] 

AND  ISLAND.  323 

Thinking  it  highly  requisite  that  in  consequence  o£  such  resignation 
Captain  de  Funck  should  deliver  in  to  us  any  plans  or  designs  he  may 
have  remaining  relative  to  his  having  been  so  employed  at  this  Presi- 
dency, the  Secretary  is  directed  to  require  his  compliance  herein.  And 
it  being  the  opinion  of  every  member  (Sir  James  Foulis  and  Mr. 
Hornby  excepted)  that  by  refusing  to  obey  the  Honourable  Company-’s 
orders,  as  an  engineer,  he  has  forfeited  his  title  to  the  command  of 
the  first  artillery  company,  it  is  resolved  that  he  be  dismissed  from 
the  command  of  the  first  artillery  company,  and  Major  Foulis  is 
accordingly  ordered  to  signify  this  decision  to  him.^ 

Two  weeks  later  (23rd  February  1758)  Captain  de  Funck  writes 
the  following  letter  to  Government : Agreeable  to  your  orders  I now 
send  you  the  remaining  plans  of  this  island  as  per  enclosed  list.  As 
you  have  thought  proper  to  dismiss  me  from  the  Honourable  Company's 
service  without  any  apparent  cause  or  form  of  trial,  I hope  you  will 
be  pleased  to  order  me  a passage  to  Europe  on  board  one  of  the 
' Company's  ships,  with  proper  accommodation  agreeable  to  the  rank  I 
came  abroad  in.” 

On  the  28th  February  the  Board  pass  the  following  order  on  the 
above  letter  : Read  a letter  from  Captain  Jacques  de  Funck  advising 
1 that  he  delivers  all  his  remaining  plans.  But  as  they  are  now  inspected 
and  found  to  be  only  rough  and  imperfect  sketches  without  any  scale 
: or  graduation  to  them,  we  are  induced  to  conclude  that  he  must  have 
) some  other  useful  plans  of  the  island,  which  the  Secretary  is  directed 
1 to  intimate  to  him,  and  that  we  expect  he  should  deliver  them,  when 
, we  will  determine  in  regard  to  ordering  him  a passage  to  England 
] conformable  to  his  desire.^ 

On  receipt  of  a reply  from  Captain  de  Funck,  the  Board  remark 
i on  the  3rd  March  1758  : Bead  a letter  from  Captain  Jacques  de  Funck 
i declaring  that  he  has  no  other  plans  than  those  he  has  delivered.  It  is 
] resolved  therefore  that  they  be  copied  and  the  originals  sent  to  the 
: Honourable  Court  of  Directors  for  their  observation.  And  it  is  agreed 
1 that  an  order  be  given  to  any  commander  of  the  three  homeward 
- bound  ships  for  receiving  Captain  de  Funck  and  affording  him  all 
: suitable  accommodation  in  the  passage  on  his  signifying  on  which  ship 
I he  intends  to  embark.^ 

The  Consultation  of  the  3rd  January  1758  has  the  following  refer- 
, ence  to  a fresh  measure  for  raising  funds  to  meet  the  cost  of  the 
: fortifications  : Our  Honourable  Masters  having  for  some  time  been  at 
a prodigious  expense  in  increasing  the  fortifications  and  works  on  this 
> island  for  the  security  of  the  inhabitants,  a general  contribution  towards 
. reimbursing  our  Masters  is  taken  into  consideration.  This  being  judged 
' highly  reasonable,  it  is  resolved  that  from  this  day  till  countermanded, 
the  Bombay  and  Mahim  custom  masters  levy  an  additional  duty  of  one 
I per  cent  on  all  imports  and  exports,  in  the  customary  manner  and  the 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  7tli  Feb.  1768,  Pub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  92-93. 
2 Pub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  165. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  2Sth  Feb.  1758,  Pub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  161. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  3i’d  March  1768,  Pub.  Diary  31  of  1768,  169. 
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Collector  of  the  rents  and  revenues  likewise  collect  a tax  on  the  produce 
of  all  the  landed  estates  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  island  at 
the  rate  of  two  shillings  to  the  pound  on  the  same  account,  to  take 
place  from  the  1st  instant  and  be  continued  till  further  ordersd 

On  the  25th  January  1758  in  his  first  short  survey  report  Mr.  Mace 
writes  : Agreeable  to  the  instructions  I leceived  in  England  from  the 
Honourable  Court  of  Directors,  and  likewise  your  commands  of  the 
31st  December  1757  signified  to  me  by  Mr.  Secretary  Draper,  I began 
immediately  carefully  to  view  and  examine  the  state  and  condition  of 
this  place  both  as  to  the  old  works  and  those  now  carrying  on.  As 
economy  was  by  their  Honours  most  strongly  recommended  to  my 
attention,  I shall  always  endeavour  to  keep  it  strictly  in  view,  as  much 
as  the  situation  and  circumstances  of  affairs  will  admit.  Yet  I must 
ever  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  propose  and  recommend  whatever 
I may  be  so  happy  to  think  on,  for  the  safety  of  this  place  and  the 
Honourable  Company Y interest.  I find  that  Captain  Eunck  proposes 
to  carry  the  works  near  the  old  Pier  head  further  than  I can  conceive 
at  present  to  be  necessary.  This  would  be  attended  with  a very  extra- 
ordinary expense  and  by  the  length  of  time  it  will  take  to  finish,  during 
which  it  lies  open  and  no  advantage  gained  as  to  the  offensive  part,  it 
will  not,  I humbly  presume,  amswer  the  purposes  now  to  be  thought  on, 
namely  what  is  absolutely  necessary  calling  for  immediate  attention.  I 
therefore  humbly  beg  leave  to  propose  that  the  foundation  of  the  wall 
without  the  marine  Pier  head  be  not  carried  out  any  further,  and  that 
that  work  be  closed  v ith  all  expedition  and  in  such  a manner  joined  to 
the  marine  P er  head  as  I shall  have  the  honour  to  represent  to  you. 
By  this  I hope  it  will  clearly  appear  that  a vast  deal  of  time  will  be 
gained  and  a very  considerable  expense  spared,  beside  being  as  I humbly 
apprehend  full  as  useful.^ 

On  the  above  report,  the  next  day,  26th  January,  the  Board  observe: 
The  President  lays  before  the  Board  a letter  dated  the  25th  January 
from  Mr.  James  IMace,  principal  engdneer,  proposing  and  recommend-  • 
ing  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth  that  Captain  Jacques  de  Eunck  : 
may  not  be  permitted  to  carry  out  ihe  foundation  of  the  wall  without 
the  marine  Pier  head  any  fur  [her  than  at  present.  On  the  contrary, 
that  this  work  may  be  closed  with  all  exj^edition,  and  in  such  manner 
joined  to  the  marine  Pier  head  as  he  may  point  out.  His  reasons  for  the 
same  being  very  satisfactory,  it  is  resolved  that  the  Secretary  acquaint 
him  that  we  shall  give  Captain  de  Eunck  an  order  for  complying  , 
therewith.^ 

Five  days  later,  30th  January  1758,  IMr.  Mace  further  writes  : The 
bad  condition  wdiich  I find  the  works  of  this  town  now  in,  is  such  in 
my  opinion  that  I ought  not  to  defer  a moment  to  represent  to  your 
Honour  the  necessity  I think  there  is  that  without  any  delay  whatever, 
care  should  be  taken  to  amend  the  several  parts  of  these  works,  which 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  3rt  Jan.  1758,  Pub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  2-3.  Pub.  Dtp- 
Potters  to  tlie  Coni’t  Vol.  5 of  1758,  84-85. 

" Mr.  James  IMacc  to  Govtrmncnt  25tli  Jan.  1758,  Pub.  Diary  31  of  1 758,  51. 

Bom.  Go\'.  Cbnsi.ltation  2Gtli  Jan.  1758,  Pub  Diary  31  of  1758,  43. 
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most  immediately  require  either  alteration  or  addition  to  make  them 
defensible.  That  as  the  whole  is  to  be  defended,  attention  must  be 
had  to  every  part  but  especially  those  which  stand  most  in  need,  I 
therefore  humbly  apprehend  that  several  amendments  might  be  carried 
into  execution  at  the  same  time  and  more  especially  in  an  uncommon 
degree  where  there  is  so  urgent  an  occasion  for  it.  In  my  humble 
opinion  the  gates  are  not  sufficiently  protected.  Ihe  condition  of  the 
parapets  is  most  wretched.  On  the  land  side  ihe  walls  fail  to  provide 
any  sufficient  cross  fire ; and  the  northward  end  of  the  town  near  the 
bazar  gate  requires  the  utmost  attention.  Before  the  bazar  gate  all 
is  in  the  greatest  disorder  imaginable.  Dongri  fort  not  only  com- 
mands that  part  which  is  now"  so  defenceless  but  even  the  whole  town 
itself.  I do  myself  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  this  my  general 
opinion  of  the  condition  of  Bombay  as  far  as  concerns  the  land  side 
which  I cannot  but  think  merits  not  a little  consideration.  Any  parti- 
culars you  are  pleased  to  require  I shall  have  the  honour  of  exjfiaining.^ 

On  the  next  day,  31st  January  1758,  the  President  lays  before  the 
: Board  the  above  letter  from  Mr.  James  Mace,  principal  engineer, 

! setting  forth  the  defenceless  condition  of  Dongri  and  the  town  in 
igeneral  on  the  land  side,  and  earnestly  recommending  those  works  being 
: put  in  a proper  posture  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Board  remark:  As 
fwe  are  desirous  that  as  therein  proposed,  Mr.  Mace  should  explain  the 
I same,  the  Secretary  is  ordered  to  require  his  attendance  at  our  next 
'meeting.^ 

At  the  next  Consultation,  the  7th  February  1758,  Mr.  Mace  attending, 
.the  following  entry  is  recorded : Mr.  Mace,  engineer, 

■attending*  with  a plan,  in  order  to  exj)lain  to  us  the  necessity  of  fortify- 
ing the  town  on  the  land  side,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  31st 
(January  1758,  the  same  is  examined  and  approved  as  far  as  our 
■judgment  enables  us  to  judge  of  it.  At  the  same  time  as  he 
[represents  that  he  deems  it  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  the  same  in 
‘execution  without  loss  of  time,  in  which  case  our  Honourable  Masters 
diave  directed  us  to  proceed  in  whatever  he  may  recommend  without 
^waiting  their  orders,  he  is  required  to  represent  by  letter  the  reasons  he 
dias  now  urged  for  that  measure  for  our  Honourable  Employers^  and 
iOur  own  satisfaction.  That  no  time  may  be  lost  Mr.  Mace  is  directed 
iimmediately  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  the  workmen  employed 
:on  the  new  fortifications  proceeding  therein  under  his  direction  wdth 
all  exj)edition.^ 

A week  later  (Idth  February  1758),  Mr.  Mace  submits  the 
.following  letter  to  Government : Agreeable  to  your  orders  of  the  8th 
anstant  by  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Draper,  I do  myself  the  honour 
to  set  forth  the  inducements  I had  for  proposing  to  fortify  this  town 
from  Dongri  to  Back  Bay  according  to  the  |)lan  wdiich  I had  the 
ibonour  of  laying  before  you  the  7th  instant.  To  put  this  town  in  a 
proper  condition  of  defence  it  will  yet  require  many  alterations  and 
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^ Mr.  Mace  to  Government  30th  Jan.  1758,  Tub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  69. 
“ Bom,  Gov.  Consultation  31st  Jan  1758,  Pub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  64. 

^ Bjm.  Gov,  Consultation  7th  Feb  1758,  Pub.  Diary  31  of  1753,  92r 
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additions  to  its  fortifications  as  they  are  ill  constructed.  The  curtains  . 
are  in  general  too  long,  the  flanks  too  short,  the  gates  not  well  secured  1 
and  no  covert  way.  The  ground  about  the  town  would  be  of  great  l 
advantage  to  an  enemy  if  they  came  before  it,  as  along  almost  the  " 
whole  length  of  the  place  there  is  a hollow  where  they  might  lie  : 
under  cover  from  the  guns  of  the  town.  I may  venture  to  say  that  in  i 
a few  hours  they  might  be  entirely  covered  within  300  or  400  yards  ^ 
of  the  walls  from  the  north  beyond  Princess  bastion  to  the  south  end  I 
quite  to  the  water  side,  and  have  an  advantageous  rising  ground  ! 
before  them,  from  whence  they  might  batter  the  walls  in  breach. 
The  works  on  Dongri  are  of  little  defence  and  not  being  supported  by 
any  works  on  the  town,  an  enemy  might  easily  become  master  of  the  hill. 
That  part  of  the  town  before  which  Dongri  is  situated  is  in  the  worst ' 
condition  of  all,  both  as  to  the  badness  of  the  walls  and  its  not  being 
defended  or  flanked  by  any  adjacent  parts.  Were  an  enemy  to  possess  ' 
themselves  of  Dongri,  which  I apprehend  not  difficult,  they  might  from  i 
thence  batter  the  Mandvi  bastion  and  their  shot  plunging  throughout ' 
the  whole  town,  not  only  greatly  favour  any  attack  but  if  they  pleased  1 
lay  the  town  in  ashes.  These  circumstances,  I think,  make  it  absolutely  ’ 
necessary  either  to  enclose  Dongri  hill  with  a good  work  and  bring  it 
within  the  town,  or  to  destroy  the  tower  and  works  entirely  and  endeav- 
our to  level  the  reckon  which  it  stands.  The  removal  of  the  rock  must, 

I presume,  be  a work  of  too  much  time  to  be  thought  on  at  this  juncture. 
As  it  is  always  esteemed  absolutely  necessary  to  have  the  ground  clear 
for  a considerable  space  without  the  walls  of  a fortiffed  town,  and  a 
great  many  houses  on  that  consideration  have  been  pulled  down,  room 
must  be  wanted  whereon  to  build  others  in  their  stead.  Besides  an . 
increase  of  inhabitants  I apprehend  may  be  expected.  To  remedy  the  - 
abovementioned inconveniences  attending  Dongri  and  the  bad  situation: 
of  the  town^s  for  tiff  cations,  it  will  require  many  necessary  additions  and  ■ 
amendments  to  the  old  works  or  a work  entirely  new.  The  first  addi-. 
tion  is  chiefly  to  throw  a covert  way  all  round  the  town,  taking  in  the 
rising  grounds  by  advanced  works,  and  the  length  of  the  curtains  of 
the  town  is  such  that  there  ought  to  be  ravelins  before  them,  and  the 
flanks  being  too  short,  cavaliers  must  be  I’aised  and  the  parapets  round  , 
the  town,  particularly  on  the  curtains,  be  made  thicker  than  they  now 
are.  Until  all  this  has  been  done  and  more  may  still  be  found  neces- 
sary which  will  not  only  take  time  but  a considerable  expense,  I shall 
not  esteem  the  jfface  to  be  sufficiently  strong. 

The  alternative  which  I should  prefer,  is  to  construct  a new 
line  from  sea  to  sea,  from  Dongri  to  Back  Bay.  This  will  secure 
Dongri,  enlarge  the  town,  and  not  be  liable  to  the  insult  of  any 
emioence  or  hollow  way  j it  will  oblige  an  enemy  to  bend  their  attack 
by  land  on  one  side  only  (whereas  in  the  present  situation  they  may 
attack  with  great  advantage  on  three) ; and  it  will  leave  the  garrison 
at  liberty  to  fly  with  more  ease  and  expedition  to  the  immediate  relief 
of  any  part  so  threatened.  After  the  expense  of  time  and  men  to 
an  enemy  in  the  attack  of  the  new  line  should  they  succeed,  the 
retreat  of  the  garrison  into  the  old  works  would  still  lay  the  enemy 
(then  much  weakened)  under  the  necessity  of  forming  a new  attack 
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under  all  the  difficulties  that  the  present  situation  offers.  The 
expense  of  the  line  which  I propose  to  be  fortified  cannot  greatly, 
if  at  all,  exceed  that  of  putting  the  old  works  in  any  tolerable 
condition.  For  the  covert  way  round  the  present  walls  would 
be  one-third  longer  than  the  covert  way  in  front  of  the  new  line  of 
four  bastions  and  a half  that  I propose.  The  new  line  will  also 
secure  the  following  advantages.  The  town  will  be  considerably 
enlarged,  the  inhabitants  in  security  with  their  effects,  and  that 
security  will  invite  others  to  settle  in  it.  How  far  this  will 
tend  to  the  advancement  of  trade  and  in  consequence  to  the  emolu- 
ments of  the  Honourable  Company,  is  humbly  submitted  to  better 
judges,  but  this  method  is  particularly  recommended  to  your  Honour’s 
consideration  as  the  most  effectual  to  secure  the  possession  of 
: Bombay.  I should  propose,  for  the  greater  despatch,  to  have  the 
new  work  begun  and  carried  on  at  several  parts  of  the  parapet  of 
the  gates,  and  the  flanks  of  the  bastions  at  the  same  time.  By 
I this  means  I hope  before  long  to  have  the  work  in  a respectable 
I condition,  even  before  it  be  near  finished.^ 

On  the  above  letter,  the  Board  at  a Consultation  on  the  17th  Feb- 
. ruary  1758  remark:  We  unanimously  think  that  Mr.  Mace^s 
: reasons  for  proposing  to  fortify  the  town  from  Dongri  to  Back  Bay 
F are  very  explicit  and  satisfactory.  The  more  so,  as  it  appears  a 
; considerable  expense  will  be  saved  by  preferring  the  execution  of 
. that  plan  to  that  of  altering  and  amending  the  present  old  works, 

; by  a vast  charge  in  making  ravelins,  raising  cavaliers,  and  other 
' works  as  therein  mentioned  without  being  then  sufficiently  strong. 
:Itis  resolved,  therefore,  that  the  Secretary  signify  to  Mr.  Mace  our 
1 entire  approval  of  his  reasons  for  fortifying  the  town  by  a new  line 
■from  Dongri  to  Back  Bay  agreeable  to  his  plan,  and  repeat  our 
1 orders  for  his  executing  it  with  all  possible  expedition.^ 

Finding  it  necessary  to  have  a committee  to  look  after  powder 
: ammunition  and  other  military  stores  the  Court  Avrite  on  the  12th 
IMay  1758:  We  have  already  laid  down  some  directions  respecting 
1 the  powder  and  ammunition  and  the  surveying  of  our  military  stores 
I that  they  are  always  good  and  sufficient.  We  now  judge  it  necessary 
I to  place  this  important  trust  with  a committee  who  are  accordingly, 
every  three  months  or  oftener  if  you  judge  it  necessary,  to  examine  and 
I survey  our  magazines,  the  fortifications,  ramparts,  guns,  carriages,  plat- 
forms, arms,  granary,  in  short  to  take  under  their  consideration  and 
; inspection  even  the  most  minute  articles  and  constantly  to  remark  to  the 
) Board  all  defects  and  deficiences.  It  being  our  meaning  and  intention 
. that  our  island  should  be  kept  in  all  respects  in  a state  of  defence 
I and  provided  with  ammunition  and  provision,  we  will  have  no  quantities 
of  ammunition  (particularly  powder)  or  military  stores  sent  from  your 
] garrison  to  other  places  Avithout  a report  first  made  to  you  by  this  com- 
mittee, assigning  reasons  for  their  approval  or  disapproval.  The  Avhole 
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* Mr,  Mace  lo  GoA^ernment  14th  Feb.  1758,  Pub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  136-139. 
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o£  their  transactions  are  to  be  entered  upon  your  Consultations.  But 
for  our  observation  let  them  be  transmitted  to  us  separately  and  we 
appoint  the  Major,  Superintendent,  and  Engineer  for  the  time  being  to 
be  this  committee.^ 

As  regards  the  extra  allowance  to  be  paid  to  military  men  who  weree 
employed  as  overseers  during  the  progress  of  the  f ortitication-wmrks  the  > 
Bombay  Diary  of  the  24th  October  1758  has  the  following  entry: 
Bead  a letter  from  Captain  Richard  Maitland,  commandant  of  the: 
King^s  detachment,  advising  that  he  is  unacqainted  wdth  the  allowances  s 
usually  made  to  officers  employed  as  overseers  of  works  in  Europe ; also 
a letter  from  Major  Mace  representing  that  half  a crown  or  two  shib- 
lings  a day  have  been  allowed  in  Europe ; that  was  looked  on  as  much 
too  triffino^  and  that  the  number  of  men  each  officer  had  to  overlooks 
in  Europe  was  very  small  in  comparison  to  those  employed  here.  In 
consideration  of  these  details  and  of  the  progress  made  in  the  works  since e 
the  Kin^^s  officers  have  acted  as  overseers  it  is  as’reed  to  fix  the  allow-- 

^ • • C)  ^ 

ance  of  each  at  four  shillings  a day.'" 

It  has  been  noted  above  that  when  the  question  was  raised  if  owing r 
to  rains  or  otherwise  the  fortification  building  work  could  not  bee 
carried  on,  whether  the  labourers  should  be  discharged,  or  how  else  theyi 
should  be  employed,  it  was  decided  that  they  should  be  formed  intoo 
military  companies  and  taught  to  serve  as  a militia.  When  this  sub-- 
ject  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Court  of  Directors  they  wrote  on  thee 
25th  April  1759:  Mffi  observe  that  you  have  entered  a number  oft 
labourers  as  occasional  soldiers  at  seemingly  a small  increased  exjsense,* 
and  appointed  Gumbaji  Putla  ji  their  leader.  The  measure  may  be  right 
and  judicious  in  training  up  such  men  under  proper  restrictions,  but  in.i 
no  shape  could  a Purvoe  be  a fit  person  to  govern  and  conduct  them. 
"When  the  weather  will  not  permit  of  their  working,  these  people  are  tO' 
be  allowed  the  same  pay  when  they  exercise.  They  are  to  exercise  but 
when  they  please,  to  be  liable  to  no  military  duty,  to  be  subject  to  noo 
command  but  that  of  Gumbaji  Putlaji,  to  be  clothed  Avith  a coat  and  cap^ 
at  our  expense,  and  if  they  are  maimed  or  Avounded  in  our  service  to  be^ 
in  all  such  respects  put  upon  a footing  AAuth  our  soldiers.  The  number-  - 
less  abuses  that  may  creep  in  under  cover  of  this  plan,  the  great  expense e 
that  Ave  conceive  Avill  be  entailed  upon  us  in  paying  such  numbers  every 
day  they  do  not  Avork  and  the  little  expectation  Ave  can  have  that  Avith  suchi; 
sort  of  discipline  these  men  Avill  prove  better  than  the  ordinary  inhabit-  - 
ants,  are  sufficient  considerations  for  us  to  disapprove  of  the  scheme.* 
Upon  receipt  of  this  letter  we  direct  that  the  Avhole  be  abolished.  And 
in  its  place  we  recommend  that  you  are  attentive  in  training  and  dis- 
ciplining the  body  of  milita  (and  the  inhabitants  of  your  island  may'" 
form  a very  good  one)  and  these  in  case  of  an  attack  may  prove  of  real 
service.^ 


^ Court  to  Bombay  12tli  May  1758  para  122,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters.  Vol.  5 of 
1767-1761, 123-124. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  24tli  Oct.  1758,  Pub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  475. 

Court  to  Bombay  25tli  April  1759  para  104,  Pub,  Dep.  Court’s  Letters.  Vbl.  5 of 
1757-1761,  187, 
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A year  later  regarding*  the  employment  ot  military  men  as  overseers 
of  works  in  progress  the  Court  write  on  the  25th  April  1760:  The 
appointing  persons  to  oversee  the  labourers  and  check  their  musters  we 
do  not  object  to^  and  if  Mr.  de  Funck^s  assertions  are  true  it  was  high 
time  for  Major  Mace  to  enter  upon  such  laudable  regulations.  But 
we  condemn  your  lavishness  and  extravagance,  nor  can  we  approve  of 
your  emplojdng  people  in  our  affairs,  when  our  own  servants  are  willing 
and  equally  capable  to  manage  them.  Instead  of  looking  towards 
Europe  for  precedents  in  the  allowances  to  officers  for  extra  duty,  prud-. 
ence  should  have  directed  you  to  your  own  customs  and  practice.  Then 
you  might  have  seen  that  if  military  officers  were  necessary  to  oversee 
the  works,  that  as  our  own,  when  at  out-posts  or  other  service  generally 
benefited  about  fifteen  rupees  a month  or  fifteen  pence  a day,  they 
dojibtless  would  gladly  have  attended  this  duty  on  the  like  terms  ; and 
thus  by  entertaining  six  strangers  at  ten  shillings  a day,  you  increased 
our  expenses  full  £800  a year  and  disgusted  our  own  military  who 
have  certainly  a preference  to  our  favour.^ 

In  the  same  letter  of  1760,  paragraph  89,  the  Court  positively  order 
that  no  works  of  any  consequence  or  expense  be  begun  without  their 
permission  being  obtained,  unless  they  are  of  such  a nature  as  not  to 
admit  of  waiting  for  the  same.  They  write  : Upon  receipt  of  this  letter 
you  are  to  stop  all  such  works  as  can  possibly  be  let  alone  for  the  charges 
of  Bombay  and  the  subordinates  are  become  enormous  and  beyond 
bearing.  Our  engineers,  when  they  get  abroad,  seem  either  infatuated 
or  suffer  themselves  to  be  grossly  misled.^ 

Regarding  the  progress  made  in  the  fortifications  since  March  1759 
the  Bombay  Government  write  to  the  Court  on  the  27  th  February 
1760,  paragraph  160:  The  bastion  of  the  castle  called  the  Cavalier 
bastion  has  been  raised  16  feet,  filled  up  with  earth,  and  completed  for 
mounting  eleven  guns ; and  the  passage  which  communicated  with  the 
tower  part  has  been  converted  into  a small  magazine  for  fixed  shells. 
Die  low  curtain  between  that  bastion  and  the  flag-staff  bastion  has  been 
raised  nearly  to  a level  with  the  Cavalier,  completed,  and  mounted  with 
:en  3 2 -pounders.  The  embrasures  are  disposed  so  as  to  have  a more 
3xtensive  command  over  the  greatest  part  of  the  anchoring  ground 
lefore  the  fort.  Two  bomb-proof  casemates  either  for  troops  or  stores 
u*e  nearly  finished,  one  behind  part  of  that  which  was  a low  curtain  as 
bbovementioned  and  the  other  behind  the  low  curtain  on  the  other  side 
)f  the  Cavalier  bastion.  By  this  means  also  a good  communication  is 
nade  for  transporting  guns  and  that  curtain  will  be  broad  enougdi  for 
onveniently  working  the  guns  thereon  which  it  was  not  before.  The 
>arapets  of  the  face  and  flank  towards  the  sea  on  the  flag- staff  bastion 
diich  before  was  a mouldering  sod  work,  have  been  faced  with  brick  and 
lasonry.  Another  embrasure  has  been  made  on  that  face  and  five 
2-pounders  mounted  thereon.  A batterdeaux  or  dam  with  a sluice  has 
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* Court  to  Bombay  2 5tli  April  1760  para  98,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  5 of 
^57  - 1761,  269  - 270. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  25tli  April  1760  para  89,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  5 of 
’57  - 1761,  261.  Comp,  of  Staudlug  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759  - 1788,  125. 
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been  made  across  the  ditch  near  the  Apollo  gate  to  seciue  the  water  in 
case  of  any  accident  to  the  sluice  at  the  ang*le  of  the  Boyal  bastion,  . 
The  dock  wall  has  lieen  continued  and  joined  to  the  last  face  which  is  ^ 
almost  up  to  its  proper  height,  ihe  \Aall  called  heie  the  dock  wall  is  ^ 
built  so  as  to  answer  the  purpose  in  case  another  side  should  be  added  when 
another  outward  dock  will  be  complete.  The  two  low  flanks  at  the  Iloyal 
bastion  have  been  raised  nearly  ten  feet  higher  and  three  embrasuies  ^ 
provided  in  each.  The  parapets  on  the  Royal  bastion  have  been  faced 
.Avith  brick  and  masonry.  The  covert  w^ay  and  parapets  to  the  north-  - 
ward  have  been  continued  and  the  communicator  to  Dongri  hill  has  been 
carried  above  half-way.  The  two  flanks  and  one  face  of  the  ravelin 
before  the  Bazar  gate  have  been  completed  and  terrace  platforms  laid.. 
One  face  with  five  embrasures  and  flanks  to  each  and  the  other  face  with  a 
drawbridge  are  far  advanced.  Several  of  the  deep  holes  and  pits  adjacent 
to  the  wMls  have  been  filled  with  sand  from  a rising  ground  opposite 
to  the  Prince's  bastion.  A battery  to  secure  the  ground  before  the 
Apollo  gate  and  prevent  any  attempts  to  land  near  Old  Woman's 
island  is^not  quite  finished.  A wall  has  been  raised  about  eight  feet  andt 
carried  from  the  north  shoulder  of  the  Cavalier  bastion^  northward 
obliquely  before  the  low  curtain  between  that  bastion  and  that  of  the. 
tank.  In  this  wall  there  will  be  three  returns  or  faces  torvards  the 
beforementioned  anchoiing  ground  opposite  the  Cavalier  bastion.  This' 
is  extremely  necessary  as  the  battery  which  was  behind  it  and  raised 
with  cocoanut  trees  was  w^asted  away  and  rendered  useless.^ 

Bombay  Consultation,  10th  June  1760:  Ordered  that  the  principal 
enouneer  be  again  required  to  deliver  us  copy  of  the  plans  and  sections 
of^tlie  fortifiWions  on  the  island,  transmitted  to  our  Honourable 
Masters  by  the  Clinton.^ 

About  the  middle  of  1760  the  principal  engineer  Major  Mace  Avrites 
the  following  letter  (7th  July)  to  Government  regarding  the  Dongr- 
fort : I have  ahvays  looked  upon  the  commanding  height  and  situatior 
of  Dongri  hill  or  fort  to  be  such  as  might  prove  of  dangerous  consequenc( 
to  Bombay  a\  henever  attacked.  And  therefore  in  my  humble  opinioi 
I deemed  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  hill  should  either  be  fortifier 
or  the  fort  entirely  demolished.  The  former  I have  begun  but  am  S( 
much  impeded  by  some  houses  and  several  huts  that  I fear  it  Avill  no 
be  in  my  power  to  secure  the  remainder  of  the  hill  as  it  ought  to  b 
against  the  attempt  of  an  active  enemy  unless  those  obstructions  ar 
removed.  For  by  the  vicinity  of  those  houses  an  enemy  may  unseei 
come  up  to  the  very  top  of  the  hill.  There  are  some  houses  Avhich  o 
the  same  account  were  ordered  to  be  removed  aboA^e  two  years  and  no^ 
remain  a complete  nuisance  to  the  defence  of  the  hill.  Upon  tlh 
account  lest  there  may  not  be  time  sufficient  to  put  that  part  out  c 
danger,  I humbly  apprehend  it  ought  as  much  as  possible  to  be  rendere 
unserviceable  to  an  enemy  and  to  be  done  in  time  Avhilst  in  our  poAve 
It  may  be  made  ready  for  bloAving  up  Avhenever  it  is  found  requisil 


^ Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  tlie  Court  Vol.  7 of  17^)0,  01  -62. 

'Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  lOtli  June  1700,  Pub  Diary  84  of  17G0,  442. 
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ii,nd  only  such  a part  now  be  destroyed  as  may  be  most  advantageous  to 
ihe  present  purpose.  I humbly  beg*  leave  to  observe  that  in  my  opinion 
;5L  cannot  see  ot  what  benelit  that  work  is  now  to  be  to  the  town. 
tiBut  I venture  to  affirm  it  ^vould  afford  very  singular  advmitages  to 
3 bn  enemy  attacking'  the  town.  I ho])e  your  Honours  will  please  to  take 
a:his  affair  into  consi  leration  paud  at  the  same  time  be  entirely  assured 
khat  it  is  through  a strict  adherence  to  my  duty  that  I now  press  this 
moint.  I never  had  mid  hope  I never  shall  have  a desire  to  remove  a 
gdngle  stone  or  any  other  particular  whatever  but  such  only  as  appear  to 
) ne  detrimental  to  service.  I must  edso  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your 
[(jllonouks  consideration  the  obstruction  I now  meet  with  from  the 
ijjiouses  before  the  bazar  gate  ravelin  and  immediately  in  the  way  of  the 
Djpacis,  teh  owners  of  some  of  them  as  I have  been  well  informed  having* 
Iwelling  houses  elsewhere  let  out  at  a very  small  rent.^ 

This  letter  was  read  at  the  next  day^s  Consultation  when  the  Board 
emark  ; Bead  a letter  from  the  principal  engineer  representing  that 
le  is  greatly  impeded  in  carrying  on  the  public  works  by  several  houses 
Jiear  the  bazar  gate  ravelin  and  in  the  way  of  the  glacis,  likeivise  by 
everal  near  Dongi’i  fort,  not  being  pulled  down  agreeable  to  former 
irders,  proposing*  at  the  same  time  to  destroy  a part  of  Dongu’i  fort 
nmmediately  and  to  prepare  the  rest  for  being  blown  up  to  prevent  an 
liaremy  getting  possession  of  it.  It  is  resolved  that  after  a valuation  he 
: oe  required  to  proceed  immediately  in  pulling  down  all  the  afore- 
jDiientioned  houses  and  such  others  near  Dongri  as  he  may  judge  neces- 
yjiary,  and  that  he  be  ordered  to  acquaint  the  proprietors  of  those  houses 
lilready  directed  to  be  pulled  down  that  it  they  do  not  forth wi  h set 
ridbout  the  same,  it  will  be  done  at  their  own  expense.  Ihe  determining 
kvith  respect  to  Dongri  fort  is  deferred  till  the  principal  engineer 
dtelivers  a more  particular  account  of  bis  proposals  regarding*  lu." 

T Four  days  later  the  principal  engineer  submits  his  further  explana- 
gjion  as  required  by  Government  on  the  12th  July.  He  wiites  . In  obe- 
irlience  to  your  Honours^  directions  to  me  for  a further  explanation  of 
fivhat  I propose  in  regard  to  the  demolishing  of  Dongri  fort,  I propose 
- dismount  and  "take  out  the  guns  from  the  tower,  to  break 


t qi  the  floor  and  clear  out  the  earth  down  to  the  rock,  to  break  down 
^ iliD  walls  which  ioin  the  low  works  to  the  tower  so  £ 


as  to  make 


‘Siieoaration  sufficient  to  prevent  an  entrance  by  that  means  into  it,  lo 
Jnake  mines  under  the  two  small  platforms  beforementioned  in  order 
[.r,o  their  being  destroyed  when  necessary  or  when  the  other  part  of  the 
I iiill  IS  put  in  a proper  condition  of  defence.  IFlien  this  is  done  I am 
f numbly  of  opinion  that  the  tower  and  other  works  should  be  demol- 

) ished.^ 

t:  On  receipt  of  the  above  letter  the  Board  pass  the  following  orders 
^ )n  the  I 5th  July;  Bead  a letter  from  the  principal  engineer  wherein 
le  particularly  explains  the  proposals  he  made  the  8th  inst.  in 


^ Major  Mace  to  Governmt 


Jilt  7tli  July  1700,  Pul).  Diary  .04  of  ITOO,  ,518  - ,519. 
2 Hoin.  Gov.  CousuUatioii  8tli  July  1700,  rul).  Diary  34  of  1700,  513. 

Major  Mace  to  Govcrniueut  P2th  .luly  1700,  Pub.  Diary  ,34  of  PGO, 
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regard  to  demolish hiiig  Dongri  fort.  But  as  we  deem  it  a matter  of 
importance  and  as  two  members  of  the  Board  are  now  indisposed 
the  determining  thereon  is  deferred  till  another  meeting.^ 

Two  weeks  later  on  the  29th  July  consideration  of  the  principal: 
engineer's  letter  regarding  Dongri  fort  was  resumed  when  the 
following  ordei's  were  passed : Beperused  the  principal  engineer^ 
letter  delivered  the  15th  inst.  explaining  his  proposals  about  demolhh-' 
ing  Dongri  fort.  As  he  has  represented  under  the  3rd  inst.  that 
he  cannot  see  what  benefit  that  fort  can  be  to  the  town,  and  that  it 
would  afford  very  singular  advantages  to  an  enemy  against  the  town; 
and  he  being  the  properest  judge  in  these  cases,  it  is  resolved  that  hd 
proceed  in  demolishing  the  fort  in  the  manner  he  proposes.^ 

At  a Consultation,  the  22nd  July  1760,  the  Board  observe 
There  being  many  hammals  and  car  wars  {khdrrds  or  sailors)  on  the 
island  who  are  not  employed  at  this  season  and  we  have  reasor 
to  believe  would  work  on  the  fortifications  were  they  assured  of  being 
called  off  to  their  own  proper  business  as  the  season  opens,  tkij 
President  proposes  putting  them  under  the  Bombay  custom  masterh. 
orders  for  fortification  purposes  which  is  approved.^ 

Some  sepoys  being  employed  as  labourers  on  the  w^orks,  their  dailx 
pay  for  acting  in  that  capacity  is  settled  at  12  pice  each  being  less  thai; 
what  is  allowed  common  labourers.^ 

Several  artificers  living  at  Alazgaon  complaining  of  their  beinp 
assessed  for  the  county  jail  and  of  their  wives  being  obliged  to  worl 
on  the  fortifications,  an  inepiry  into  the  same  is  referred  to  the  collec 
tor.^ 

The  President  acquainting  the  principal  engineer  that  he  thinks  i 
advisable  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  fortifications  nov 
going  on  and  which  of  them  are  most  absolutely  necessary  to  be  com 
pleted  at  this  juncture,  the  engineer  represents  {23rd  September  1760 
that  the  work  at  Dongri  fort  and  at  the  ravelin  before  the  bazar  gat 
will  be  very  shortly  finished,  the  essential  part  being  done,  and  tha 
he  is  now  completing  the  flank  of  the  Dock  Head  bastion,  tli 
battery  below  the  Tank  bastion  of  the  fort,  and  the  covered  wa} 
These  he  thinks  are  most  absolutely  necessary.  He  is  ordered  t 
finish  them  before  he  begins  any  new  work.® 

Regarding  the  demolition  of  the  Portuguese  church  the  Bomba 
Government  write  (20th  November  1760)  to  the  Court:  The  Portr 
guese  church  without  the  bazar  gate  being  considerably  within  40 
yards  of  the  gate  and  as  we  are  satisfied  that,  if  attacked  by  a 
European  enemy  the  church  would  prove  of  the  utmost  ill  consequeuc 
to  the  defence  of  this  j^lace,  as  some  of  the  walls  were  four  feet  thic 


* Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  35th  July  1760,  Pub.  Diary  3-1  of  1760,  528. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  29tli  July  1760,  Pub.  Diary  35  of  1760,  562, 

^ Bom  Gov.  Consultation  22nd  July  1760,  Pub.  Diary  35  of  1760,  653. 

Bom.  Gov.  Cojisultation  29th  July  1760,  Pub.  Diary  36  of  1760,  566. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Dinry  5th  Aug.  1760,  Pub.  Diary  35  of  1760,  592. 

®l)om.  Gov.  Consultation  23rd  tSept.  1760,  Pub.  Diary  35  of  1760,  710. 
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built  o£  eliunam  and  stone,  we  resolved  on  the  29tli  July  on  its  bein^ 
pulled  down  and  ordered  the  principal  engineer  to  pitch  on  a proper 
place  for  the  materials  being  removed  that  the  church  may  be  rebuilt 
and  the  new  valuation  amounting  to  Rs.  18,675-3-95  or  Rs.  7565-8-75 
less  than  the  estimate  made  by  the  clerk  of  the  works  in  1755  be  paid 
to  the  proprietors.  This  difterence  has  arisen  from  our  allowing 
feet  thici^  only,  sufficient  for  the  walls  of  the  new  church  and  the 
valuation  of  an  oart  belonging  to  your  Honours  given  in  exchange  for 
one  appropriated  to  rebuild  the  church  in,  will  be  deducted  from  the 
valuation.  The  demolition  of  the  church  is  nearly  elfeeted  and  we 
i hope  that  your  Honours  on  considering  its  extremely  dangerous  situ- 
ation and  prodigious  strength  of  the  walls  will  concur  with  us  in  the 
necessity  for  having  it  removed.^ 

In  the  same  letter  the  Bombay  Government  continue  regarding  the 
other  works  : Since  the  month  of  February,  the  last  face  of  the  Dock 
Pier  Head  has  been  raised  and  closed  to  the  wall  for  a third  dock  and 
the  retaining  wall  to  the  rampart  of  those  faces  of  the  Pier  Plead  has 
been  raised  and  filled  with  earth.  An  arched  bomb-proof  j^assage  has 
; been  carried  under  that  rampart  to  communicate  with  the  small  pier 
; for  covering  the  gate  of  the  outward  dock  from  the  violence  of  the 
r sea.  Upon  the  three  faces  of  the  Dock  Pier  Plead  embrasures  are  now 
1 forming  for  eight  guns  (seven  of  which  the  engineer  says  will  be 
: ready  by  the  end  of  this  month)  having*  an  entire  command  over  the 
1 chief  anchoring  ground  before  the  fort  which  on  that  side  will  be  well 
flanked  thereby.  On  the  other  side  of  the  fort  near  where  a battery 
: of  coeoanut  trees  and  earth  had  been  raised  but  washed  away, 

: batteries  of  masonry  well  flanked  are  raised  from  the  outermost  rocks 
' at  low  water  to  the  height  of  the  floor  of  the  embrasures.  Two  sides 
: face  towards  the  aforementioned  anchoring  ground  and  command  it 
well  being  almost  as  near  to  it  as  the  cavalier  bastion  before  which  it 
1 lays.  This  battery  has  the  advantage  of  not  being  seen  from  ships 
until  they  come  on  the  ground  and  are  ready  to  drop  their  anchors  as 
the  batteries  lie  retired  behind  the  shoulder  of  the  cavalier  bastion 
f under  a low  curtain  and  the  tank  bastion  of  the  fort  which  they 
. cover.  The  communication  up  to  Dongri  hill  is  just  done  except  finish- 
I ing  some  banquettes  and  two  or  three  platforms.  The  whole  hill  is  now 
i made  capable  of  being  disputed  with  an  enemy  by  its  breastworks  and 
■ platforms  (both  with  embrasures  and  barbette)  for  running  on  field 
pieces  or  mounting  guns  occasionally.  All  this  lies  open  to  the  guns 
of  the  two  northern  bastions,  to  the  cavalier  on  the  Princess  bastion  and 
to  one  face  of  the  ravelin  before  the  bazar  gate.  So  that  an  enemy  must 
be  very  numerous  to  prevail  over  these  difficulties  particularly  as  the 
tower  is  now  rendered  useless  against  the  town,  should  an  enemy  get 
possession  of  it.  W hereas  before  had  an  enemy  forced  or  surprised 
that  advantageous  post  and  ground  it  would  have  been  almost  im- 
possible for  the  town  to  have  withstood  the  annoyance  that  might 
have  been  poured  on  it  from  that  quarter.  The  parapet  and  banquettes 


^ Bombay  Government  to  Court  20th  Nov.  17G0  para  119,  Pub,  Dep.  Letters  to  the 
Court  Vol.  7 of  1760,  19G-197. 
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Chapter  IV.  of  tbe  place  of  arms  and  covered  way  before  the  Prince’’ s bastion  are 

done  and  the  glacis  is  nearly  formed,  dhe  parapets  and  other  parts 

R 'Id'  cr  covered  way  before  the  Banian  Bastion  are  carrying  on.  Part 

ana  ui  mgs.  curtain  in  the  fort,  under  which  are  a magazine 

and  some  storerooms,  having  fallen  in  by  the  beams  rotting*  in  the 
walls  two  bomb-proof  casemates  under  that  part  are  now  well 
advanced.^ 
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To  reduce  the  expenditure  on  fortification  works,  at  a Consult- 
ation the  27th  January  1761  the  Bombay  Government  direct: 
Mr.  Mace  being  present  to  consider  the  state  of  the  fortifications  and 
the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors^  orders  concerning  them,  it  is 
resolved  that  the  number  of  people  employed  thereon  from  this  date 
shall  not  exceed  800  in  the  whole  though  1800  to  1800  have  hitherto 
been  employed.  Mr.  Mace  proposing  to  deliver  his  opinion  in  writing 
of  the  works  he  judges  most  requisite  to  be  carried  out,  likewise  the 
necessity  for  the  works  which  have  been  finished,  the  same  is  approved. 
And  he  further  proposing,  as  the  retaining  wall  of  the  covert  way  is 
far  advanced  and  he  deems  it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety  cf 
the  place  that  it  should  bo  completed  'with  all  expedition,  that  any 
people  V ho  may  be  willing  to  carry  it  on  by  contract  under  his  dii’ec- 
tion  may  be  employed  for  that  purpose,  we  concur  therein.  _ Agreeable 
to  this  the  8’ecretary  is  ordered  to  give  notice  w^e  &hall  sit  this  day 
fortnight  to  receive  any  sealed  proposals  that  may  be  tendered  us.  The 
Alajor  and  Principal  Engineer  then  wnthdrew.” 

On  the  3rd  February  176],  Mr.  James  Mace  submits  the  followmg 
detailed  report  on  the  state  and  requirements  of  Bombay  in  point  of 
defence  and  security  to  the  inhabitants  : On  my  arrival  here  i often 
heard  it  was  generally  expected  that  numbers  of  black  merchants  would 
come  from  Surat  and  other  parts  to  settle  at  Bombay,  judging  it 
would  be  a secure  residence,  not  only  from  the  insults  of  an  enemy 
but  also  to  avoid  other  inconveniences,  which  they  w'ere  reported  to 
be  subject  to  under  the  country  government.  That  these  merchants 
would  want  to  build  large  houses  and  wdiich  could  not  be  done  within 
the  present  towm,  neither  in  my  opinion  ought  it  to  be  permitted  vfithin 
600  v^ards  of  the  town  walls.  The  walls  appeared  to  me  to  be  gene- 
rally" bad,  and  from  their  construction,  aflorded  very  little  defence. 
The  environs  of  the  town  were  very  disadvantageous.  On  the  south- 
west a body  of  troops  might  be  lodged  and  sheltered  within  two 
hundred  yards  of  the  place,  under  cover  of  houses,  walls,  banks,  holes, 
trees,  and  a burying  ground  with  large  monuments.  Under  favour  of 
these  means  of  shelter  an  enemy  might  approach  unseen  Avithin  a few 
paces  of  the  Apollo  Gate. 

Towards  the  north  end  of  the  town  an  attack  might  be  formed  Avith 
great  advantage  from  behind  an  offensive  rising  ground  sufficient 
to  cover  a number  of  men.  This  rising  ground  extends  southward  neai 
the  length  of  the  toAvn,  and  is  too  apparent  an  advantage  for  an 


^ Bombay  Government  to  Court  20th  Nov.  1760  para  126,  Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the 
Court  Vol.  7 of  1760,  199-200. 

"''Bom.  Gov.  Consultat'on  27th  Jan.  1761,  Pub.  Diary  30  of  1761,  lOo. 
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enemy  to  neglect,  besides  the  many  quarry  holes  for  sand  stone  where 
in  a short  time  batteries  might  be  formed  within  one  hundred  yards  and 
much  less  of  the  wall. 

Between  the  prementioned  rising  ground  and  Dongri,  upwards  of 
two  hundred  houses  were  standing  far  within  the  four  hundred  yards 
which  long  before  were  ordered  to  be  cleared.  Adjoining  to  these 
houses  and  fronting  the  north  end  of  the  town  stood  the  commanding 
hill  and  tower  of  Dongri.  As  from  their  construction  and  other  defects 
I considered  the  defences  of  the  town  to  be  very  insufficient  in  ease  of 
an  attack,  and  as  the  environs  were  so  favourable  to  an  enemy  I felt 
these  evils  could  neither  easily  nor  speedily  be  remedied.  Add  to  this 
the  great  hill  of  Dongri  commanding  the  whole  town,  hiding  behind  it 
good  landing  places,  and,  as  ships  can  pass  above  the  middle  ground  so 
near  as  to  cover  a landing  there,  the  probability  and  danger  of  an 
enemy  possessing  that  hill  or  forming  even  a lodgment  behind  it  with 
secuiity,  appeared  to  demand  my  utmost  attention  and  capacity. 
On  these  and  the  like  considerations  I formed  the  plan  of  a line  from 
Dongri  to  Back  Bay,  which  would  then  have  shut  out  an  enemy  from 
annoying  the  town  in  the  most  defenceless  places.  By  these  means 
likewise  there  would  have  been  sufficient  room  for  the  number  of  houses 
wanted,  not  only  in  lieu  of  those  pulled  down,  but  for  the  new  inhabit- 
ants expected.  Nor  would  this  have  been  so  expensive  as  putting’  the 
land  side  of  the  present  town  in  a proper  condition  of  defence.  I had 
the  strictest  attention  to  the  interest  of  my  Honourable  Employers.  I 
judged  it  the  best,  and  indeed  my  only  motive  for  not  having  vigorously 
pursued  that  plan  was  my  doubt  of  its  meeting  the  Honourable 
Company'’s  concurrence. 

I humbly  beg  leave  to  observe  it  is  not  probable  any  European  enemy, 
least  of  all  the  French,  would  attempt  this  place  only  by  sea.  The 
land  is  their  more  immediate  view  on  those  occasions,  and  their  military 
capacity  would  easily  avail  itself  of  every  advantage.  3'herefore  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  have  an  eye  to  every  part  I judged  dangerous, 
and  the  work  was  conducted  with  all  the  despatch  I was  capable  of 
driving  the  workmen  to.  1 acted  with  true  zeal  and  used  all  the  frugality 
possible,  which  I hope  will  never  be  doubted,  as  I can  solemnly  declare 
that  in  all  my  proceedings  here  I never  meant  other  than  to  do  the 
utmost  in  my  power  for  the  Honourable  Company's  interest.  The 
large  sums  expended  have  been  chiefly  a^oplied  to  those  services  pointed 
out  in  the  Honourable  Company’s  97th  paragraph,  such  as  the  Dock 
Pier  Head,  the  bastions  and  curtains  of  the  fort,  the  batteries  below 
the  Cavalier  and  Tank  bastions  commanding  the  anchoring  ground 
before  the  Castle.  These  were  mostly  in  bad  condition,  and  some, 
before  the  additions,  were  incapable  of  defence. 

The  Dock  Pier  Head,  as  it  was  intended  to  be  conducted  before 
my  proposal  of  altering  its  length  and  direction,  I may  venture  to 
affirm,  would  have  been  infinitely  more  expensive  than  anything  that 
has  been  done  in  my  time.  It  would  have  prevented  the  construction 
of  a third  dock,  and  would,  no  ways,  have  commanded  the  anchorage 
from  the  Castle.  This  it  now  does  with  seven  embrasures.  The  two 
faces  of  the  bastion  in  the  fort  called  the  Cavalier,  were  so  low  as  to  be 
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commanded  by  the  sliips^  and  at  high  water  the  eml^rasures  miglit 
have  been  entered  from  boats.  The  parapets  both  on  the  Boyal 
Bastion  and  in  the  fort  toward  the  sea  being  too  thin,  had  been  aug-  - 
mented  with  sod  work,  and  though  in  the  heats  constantly  watered  to 
Ijind  and  preserve  them,  yet  were  fallen  down  by  the  burrowing  of  rats 
and  other  vermin.  The  battery  made  of  coeoanut  trees  and  earth  below 
the  Cavalier  and  Tank  Bastions  I likewise  found  in  ruins,  being  mostly 
washed  a^vay  by  the  sea  and  destroyed  by  vermin.  My  attention  was 
then  hig’hly  due  to  such  works  whose  ruinous  and  defenceless  condition 
or  other  defects  demanded  immediate  remedy. 

Reducing  the  hill  at  Dongri  to  a proper  level  would  be  a work  of 
many  years.  Further,  as  the  intended  line  from  the  tower  to  Back 
Bay  was  not  begun,  it  was  necessary  to  secure  the  hill  from  an  enemy^s 
possession^  by  having  a good  communication  thereto.  The  top  of  the 
hill  has  now  a temporary  breastwork  to  prevent  a surprize.  And 
the  line  of  communication  is  commanded  by  the  Mandvi  and  Princess 
Bastions,  the  Cavalier  and  one  face  of  the  Ravelin  before  the  Bazar 
Gate,  while  by  its  own  flanking  angles  the  line  commands  the  shore 
towards  Mazgaon  more  freely  than  the  tower. 

In  case  of  the  intended  line  from  Dongri  to  Back  Bay  not  meeting 
the  Honourable  Company’s  concurrence,  it  became  still  more  necessary 
to  guard  against  what  might  occur  from  the  bad  situation  of  the 
present  town  walls,  at  least  by  the  addition  of  a covered  way  and 
glacis  (the  parapet  of  which  is  already  carried  from  the  Mandvi  to 
opposite  the  Banian  Bastion).  As  the  situation  of  the  ground  round 
the  town  walls  was  so  disadvantageous  to  its  defence,  it  would  have 
been  highly  requisite  to  have  cleared  away  600  yards  round  it  instead 
of  400  (as  batteries  for  breach  might  be  raised  at  the  latter  distance) 
which  would  have  added  considerably  to  the  expense  which  by  the 
intended  line  might  have  been  avoided.  All  these  inconveniences 
which  I had  to  encounter  will,  I hope,  show  the  necessity  for  what  has 
been  done.  Also  that  in  justice  to  my  Honourable  Employers,  I could 
no  way  avoid  giving  my  opinion  freely  of  what  I could  not  but  think 
was  so  highly  requisite  for  the  defence  of  the  place.  Had  any  accident 
happened  how  might  not  I have  been  censured.^ 

Three  days  later,  6th  February  1761,  Mr.  Mace  writes  another  letter 
to  Government  regarding  the  works  he  thinks  absolutely  requisite ; 
Agreeable  to  your  Honour’s  orders  I have  now  the  honour  to  lay 
before  you  such  works  as  seem  in  my  humble  opinion  to  be  absolutely 
requisite.  The  foundations  for  turning  arches  under  the  rampart  near 
the  dock  pier  to  be  laid  before  the  rains  as  the  work  will  be  very 
troublesome.  Bomb-proofs  under  the  west  curtain  in  the  fort  to  be 
continued,  or  the  remaining  part  may  fall  in,  as  that  now  arched  did 
last  year.  As  it  is  communication  over  the  west  curtain  to  the  Flag 
bastion  is  not  safe.  The  building  of  other  magazines,  those  in  the  fort 
being  bad.  The  Church  gate  and  Apollo  gate  to  be  secured,  by  some 


® Mr.  J.  Mace  to  Bombay  Government  3rd  Feb.  1761,  Pub.  Diary  36  of  1761,  145- 
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nail  work  before  them,  more  particularly  the  Apollo  gate^  as  the 
tuation  before  it  is  very  disadvantageous  to  that  end  of  the  town.^ 

On  receipt  of  the  above  two  letters  the  Board  pass  the  following 
;der  on  the  6th  February  1761  : Bead  two  letters  from  the  principal 
igineer,  one  urging  the  necessity  for  the  works  which  have  been 
irried  on  since  his  arrival,  the  other  representing  those  works  he  yet 
3ems  absolutely  requisite.  Determining  on  the  latter  of  these  letters 
deferred  till  proposals  are  received  for  completing  the  retaining  wall 
■ the  glacis  by  contract.  But  the  proposed  dammar  house  near  the 
ock  head  being  very  essential  to  the  marine  service,  it  is  agreed  that 
} be  ordered  to  set  about  it  directly.^ 

On  the  10th  March  1761  the  Board  order  that  Mr.  Mace  be 
irected  to  prepare  two  sketches  of  the  buildings  round  the  Green  from 
le  Mandvi  to  the  Marine  House  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Honourable 
le  Court  of  Directors  by  ships  Egmont  and  Lon<hn  to  show  them  the 
'ue  state  of  those  buildings  and  that  none  have  been  carried  on  between 
le  Church  and  the  Fort.^ 

Begarding  the  progress  in  the  fortifications  on  the  4th  April  1761 
lie  Bombay  Government  write  to  the  Court,  paragraphs  136-137  : The 
following  progress  has  been  made  in  the  fortifications  since  (27th 
fuebruary  1760)  the  last  ships  were  despatched  to  your  Honours.  The 
! (VO  large  bombproof  casemates  under  the  west  curtain  in  the  fort  are 
•9?osed  in  and  the  upper  coat  of  the  terrace  is  laying  on.  The  batteries 
'7/3tween  the  Cavalier  and  Tank  bastions  are  in  forwardness,  three 
dubrasures  being  finished  and  seven  others  begun.  Most  of  the 
[retaining  wall  for  the  rampart  is  done  and  filled  with  earth.  Three 
lllatforms  on  the  Dock  Pier  head  are  laid  and  the  others  completing, 
binder  the  rampart  near  the  flank  of  the  Dock  Pier  head  dammar  and 
3ok  rooms  for  the  shipping  are  begun.  The  parapet  of  the  glacis  is 
;mrried  on  towards  the  curtain  between  the  Banian  and  Moor  bastions.^ 


0( 


) 


) 


I In  regard  to  the  heavy  expenses  on  the  works  on  the  4th  April  1761 
lie  Bombay  Government  write  to  the  Court:  We  of  the  Council  are 
■oinceined  that  notwithstanding  the  authority  given  in  the  101st  para 
otyour  commands  of  the  4th  May  1757  for  erecting  such  works  as 
.Ir.  Mace  might  think  evidently  necessary  for  the  immediate  defence 
: f the  island  without  waiting  for  further  orders  from  your  Honours, 
nd  the  letter  he  delivered  us  in  Consultation  the  17th  February  1758, 
;ally  represented  in  the  145th  paragraph  of  our  address  of  the  8th 
■'Kpril  following,  your  Honours  should  censure  the  fortifying  the 
own  on  the  land  side  from  Dongri  to  Back  Bay  so  severely  as  to  deem 
,s  guilty  of  an  absolute  breach  of  orders.  The  necessity  of  this 
‘^ork  Mr.  Mace  has  represented  in  a letter  delivered  the  6th  Febru- 
ry  last  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Honours.  At  the 
lame  time  we  have  long  desisted  from  carrying  on  the  land  fortifica- 
fion.  Indeed  no  further  progress  has  been  made  therein  than  clearing 
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^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  6th  Feb.  1761,  Pub.  Diary  36  of  1761,  139. 
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away  the  coeoannt  trees  for  laying  the  foundation  of  the  wall.  With : 
respect  to  your  Honours  remarking  that  we  have  lately  permitted  large 
and  lofty  houses  to  be  built  betwixt  the  Church  and  Fort,  we  likewise 
beg  leave  to  refer  your  Honours  to  a sketch  we  ordered  Mr.  Mace  to 
draw  to  show  you  the  true  state  of  the  buildings  round  the  Green  fromr 
the  Mandvi  to  the  Marine  House  and  we  shall  pay  a due  regard  to 
your  Honours^  orders  for  no  houses  being  built  in  future  but  with  the 
engineers  written  approval.^ 

On  the  6th  May  1761  the  Court  write  : In  your  letter  of  the  27th 
February  1760  you  give  us  an  account  of  the  works  which  you  thought 
necessary  to  be  carried  on  and  a detail  of  the  progress  made  theiein  to 
that  time.  These  we  observe  are  attended  with  very  heavy  expenses- 
not  only  in  carrying  on  the  works,  but  likewise  in  the  pulling  and 
cutting  down  many  houses  buildings  and  trees  to  the  amount  of 
Es.  16,000  and  upwards  which  we  find  hp  been  paid  to  the  proprietors: 
on  that  account.  AVorks  of  real  use  and  immediate  necessity  you  liavG. 
had  our  leave  to  set  about  and  only  such  without  our  previous; 
approbation.  M^e  expect  you  will  most  strictly  attend  to  and  observe 
our  orders  on  this  head  and  in  particular  those  contained  in  our  general 
letter  of  last  season  under  date  of  the  25th  April  1760.  These  were  so 
very  full  and  explicit  that  we  flatter  ourselves  after  the  receipt  thereoi 
you  will  give  us  no  further  occasion  to  animadvert  upon  your  conduct 
with  respect  to  the  fortifications  and  works.^ 

Seeing  that  certain  wmrks  should  be  speedily  completed,  the  Boarev 
direct  on  the  8th  September  1761  : It  being  absolutely  necessary  tlid; 
followfing  eight  works  should  be  completed  as  fast  as  possible,  thl 
expense  of  which  w^e  judge  will  not  be  considerable  and  as  the  peopL 
employed  on  the  dock  may  work  thereon  when  the  tides  will  not  admir 
of  their  working  at  the  dock,  it  is  ordered  that  they  be  employect- 
accordingly.  The  works  to  be  completed  are  (1)  The  arches  intended  a 
dammar  houses  (which  are  already  nearly  completed)  as  such  houses  ai’; 
much  wanted  and  the  arches  in  their  present  state  are  liable  to  mud 
dano^er.  (2)  A retaining  wall  to  be  run  from  these  arches  to  the  wal 
towards  the  sea  that  the  upper  flank  which  is  partly  formed  by  ther 
may  be  made  useful  and  have  guns  mounted  on  it  which  cannot  be  don 
in  its  present  state.  This  for  ships  coming  towards  the  road  will  be 
very  useful  fire.  (3)  The  entrance  of  the  archway  to  the  lower  bastioi 
This  in  its  present  unfinished  state  may  moulder  away  and  submit  th 
Company  to  a much  heavier  expense  than  will  be  incurred  by  finishiiir 
it  now.  (4)  The  two  small  arches  intended  for  cookrooms  and  the  slop 
up  to  the  ramparts  being  works  of  little  expense  as  their  foundatior 
are  laid  and  brought  above  the  surface.  These  arches  will  not  onl 
admit  of  mounting  useful  guns  towards  the  sea  but  the  cookrooms  thr; 
fixed  will  prevent  the  seamen  of  the  squadron  making  fires  in  tt 
dangerous  manner  they  now  do  in  diflerent  places  a practice  whic 
without  fixed  cook  rooms  it  is  hardly  possible  to  prevent.  (5)  Tb 


1 Bombay  to  Court  4th  April  1761  para  131,  Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  8 ' 
1761,63. 

2 Court  to  Bombay  6th  May  1761,  Pub,  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  6 of  1757 -1761,  384. 
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angle  o£  the  bastion  at  the  outward  dock-gate,  the  work  there  in  its 
present  unfinished  state  being  liable  to  receive  much  damage.  (6)  That 
open  part  of  the  bastion  once  talked  of  as  a magazine.  This  must  be 
converted  into  a small  temporary  magazine  for  lodging  the  powder 
of  any  ship  or  vessel  which  may  haul  into  the  dock  or  ashore  to 
prevent  the  large  store  magazines  being  opened  so  often  as  they  are  at 
present.  (7)  The  drain  or  cut  that  leads  from  this  intended  magazine 
bo  the  dock  must  be  filled  up.  At  present  it  only  serves  to  collect 
^vater  which  incommodes  the  docks  as  the  works  abovementioned 
likewise  do  in  their  present  unfinished  state  insomuch  that  they  are 
i considerable  addition  to  the  expense  of  keeping  the  docks  free  from 
vater.  (8)  A proper  drain  to  be  contrived  for  carrying  the  water  clear 
)£  the  docks  which  will  save  a considerable  monthly  charge.^ 

Eegarding  the  heavy  expenses  on  works  the  Court  again  write  on 
I6th  April  1762 : It  is  always  with  concern  we  begin  our  remarks 
upon  fortifications  and  buildings,  as  we  find  by  the  accounts  you  from 
j/ime  to  time  give  us  of  the  works,  that  they  are  attended  with  heavy 
ixpenses,  far  more  than  we  had  any  reason  to  expect.  The  preceding 
(iS  well  as  our  last  yearns  orders  were  express  that  no  works  should  be 
larried  on  but  those  that  were  most  immediately  and  absolutely 
^lecessary.  We  took  notice  last  year  of  the  large  sums  paid  for  houses 
)uildings  and  trees.  Now  we  find  this  article  swelled  with  the 
[iemolition  and  rebuilding  the  Portuguese  church  and  paying  for  still 
nore  buildings  amounting  in  all  to  Rs.  25,268.  We  must  suppose 
hat  you  had  extraordinary  good  reasons  for  this  transaction.  It  is 
ivident  if  an  immediate  stop  is  not  put  to  these  expenses,  on  the  least 
ipening  given  them  the  engineers  will  be  ever  forming  new  projects,  so 
hat  our  money  will  be  buried  in  stone  walls  ehunam  and  expensive 
perations,  while  our  mercantile  concerns  languish  and  we  experience 
i isappointments  which  we  should  have  no  reason  to  expect  if  our  money 
Us  not  expended  on  these  unprofitable  works.  From  the  long  account 
iou  give  of  the  state  of  them  in  the  I26th  para  of  your  letter  of  the 
0th  November  1760,  sufficient  seems  to  be  done  for  your  security  in 
ke  points  we  directed.  Consequently  all  the  future  charges  we  shall 
kpect  to  hear  of  in  regard  to  them  will  be  only  what  may  preserve 
'iiem  in  good  order.  For  we  positively  repeat  here  that  no  more  be 
hdertaken  without  our  previous  approbation.^ 

r In  the  same  letter  the  Court  continue  : Our  orders  are  peremptory 
ad  express.  You  shall  enter  upon  no  expensive  works  without  our 
ipprobation,  excepting  such  as  necessity  obliges  you  to  and  where 
.our  safety  will  not  admit  of  waiting  for  our  directions.  Can  yon 
fOssibly  avow  that  the  demolition  of  the  Portuguese  church  comes  under 
iiat  description  ? Then  why  should  you  at  a time,  when  we  most 
iirnestly  called  upon  you  for  every  aid,  wantonly  dissipate  thousands  ? 
7e  can  hardly  pardon  such  gross  disobedience.  And  oncefoi  all  we  do 
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positively  tell  you  that  we  shall  call  upon  you  in  another  manner  if  our 
orders  are  thus  disregarded^ 

In  1761  (August  11th)  the  principal  engineer  Major  Mace  died  in 
Bombay  and  the  sub-engineer  Captain  Andrew  Werner  was  placed  in 
charge.  On  the  15th  June  1762,  Captain  Werner  inspected  the 
fortihcations  and  submitted  to  Government  the  following  detailed 
report  *.  Having  lately  inspected  the  state  of  the  foitifications,  I think 
it  incumbent  on  me  to  represent  to  you  the  additions  and  lepaiia  I 
consider  absolutely  necessary,  to  be  immediately  given  them  to  _ render 
them  tenable  in  case  of  an  attack  from  the  enemy . I ^ have  likewise 
enclosed  a list  of  such  stores  as  I think  will  be  sufficient  for  a six 
months^  siege.  Since  without  these  stores  all  oui  endeavours  for  the 
defence  of  the  place  might  be  made  ineffectual,  they  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided. A couple  of  fire  ships  would  also  be  of  the  greatest  service 
against  an  attack  by  sea,  but  as  this  does  not  come  within^my  spheie, 
I^beg  leave  merely  to  offer  ray  opinion.  The  works  whch  I deem 
immediately  necessary  are ; 

1.  The  two  cavaliers  on  the  Prince’s  and  Banian  bastions  to  be  repaired 
and  guns  mounted  on  them. 

2.  A kind  of  ravelin  for  covering  the  church  and  Apollo  gates. 

3.  To  complete  the  glacis  round  the  town  wall. 

4.  To  complete  the  battery  under  the  Tank  bastion  of  the  castle  in  sucli 
manner  as  to  render  it  fit  for  immediate  service. 

5.  To  mine  Dongri  fort  for  being  blown  up  in  case  of  an  enemy’s  taking 
possession  of  it  and  to  have  some  small  guns  mounted  there  to  oppose  their 
landing. 

6.  A battery  to  be  erected  at  Mazgaon. 

7.  Guns  to  be  mounted  on  the  Bandar  wharf  on  the  side  towards  the 
Marine  House. 

8.  To  make  some  bomb-proof  places  for  the  preservation  cf  the  men  off 
duty  and  for  an  hospital  during  the  siege. ^ 

On  the  points  noted  in  the  above  letter  the  Board  pass  the  following 
resolutions:  (1)  The  select  committee  concurring  in  the  necessity  o£ 
repairing  the  two  cavaliers  on  the  Princess  and  Banian  bastions  and  of 
mounting  guns  on  them  for  the  better  defence  of  the  place,  the 
bastions  are  ordered  to  be  repaired  in  the  speediest  manner  and  so  as 
not  to  require  any  further  additions.  (2)  The  Church  and  Apollo  gates 
being  very  much  exposed,  a kind  of  ravelin  for  covering  them  is 
deemed  very  essential  to  their  security,  and  is  therefore  ordered  to  be 
completed  with  all  possible  expedition  by  throwTng  up  earth  for  the 
present  to  serve  in  case  of  need  and  to  be  afterwards  faced  with 
masonry  when  time  will  permit,  should  it  then  be  found  necessary 
(3)  As  to  completing  the  glacis  round  the  town  wall  the  Board  observe 
A o>ood  part  of  this  work  is  already  finished,  and  as  it  must  be  allowec 
to  be  of  the  greatest  use  for  the  preservation  of  the  town,  it  is  resolved 
to  carry  it  on  as  fast  as  possible.  But  as  it  will  be  impracticable  t( 

^ Court  to  Bombay  IGtli  April  1762  para  98,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  6 o 

176-2-  1764,47.  , . ...o  o,, 

2 8ub-Fu'j;iiieer  to  Government  15tii  June  1762,  Pub.  Diary  38  of  1/62,  oi-.  - o4i. 
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complete  it  with  masonry  in  the  same  manner  as  that  part  already 
finished^  the  sub-engineer  is  ordered  to  throw  up  earth  as  pointed  out 
in  the  preceding  article  ; and  it  must  be  constructed  so  as  to  admit  of 
redoubts  being  thrown  up  to  strengthen  the  curtains.  (4)  To  complete 
the  battery  under  the  Tank  bastion  of  the  castle  in  such  manner  as  to 
render  it  fit  for  immediate  service^  is  a work  so  very  essential  to  the 
defence  of  the  place  towards  the  sea  that  it  is  agreeable  to  complete 
it  with  all  possible  expedition.  (5)  To  mine  Dongui  fort  for  being 
blown  up  in  case  of  an  enemy^s  taking  possession  of  it  and  to  have  some 
small  guns  mounted  there  to  oppose  their  landing,  are  also  deemed 
proper  and  ordered  to  be  carried  into  execution,  the  tower  not  to  be 
blown  up  till  the  last  extremity,  as  it  may  be  of  service.  (6)  As  regards 
a battery  to  be  erected  at  Mazgaon,  as  the  enemy  cannot  bring  vessels 
to  cover  the  disembarkation  of  their  troops  at  this  place,  a battery  is 
not  deemed  very  essential,  as  the  field  pieces,  it  is  imagined,  will 
answer  the  same  purpose ; but  the  expediency  of  it  to  be  further 
, enquired  into.  (7)  As  to  mounting  guns  on  the  Bandar  wharf  on  the 
side  towards  the  Marine  House,  tlie^  Board  remark  : This  being  very 
necessary  to  prevent  the  enemy  landing  between  the  dock  and  bandar 
pier  head,  it  is  ordered  to  be  put  in  execution  and  the  parapet  being  at 
present  very  thin,  it  must  be  thickened  as  well  as  that  at  the  end  of 
the  pier,  so  that  heavy  cannon  may  be  placed  there  instead  of  the 
small  guns  already  mounted.  (8)  As  regards  making  some  bomb  -proof 
places  for  the  preservation  of  the  men  off  duty  and  for  an  hospital 
during  the  siege,  the  Board  resolved  that  Majors  Munro,  Biers,^  and 
Gowin  be  desired  to  survey  the  fort  together  with  the^  sub-engineer 
'•  and  whatever  they  recommend  in  this  respect  to  be  complied  with.^ 

At  the  same  Consultation  the  Board  consider  certain  measures 
proposed  by  Major  Munro.  The  Diary  has  the  following  entry : The 
President  having  some  time  ago  desired  Major  Munro  to  give  him  his 
I sentiments  in  writing  with  respect  to  what  might  be  requisite  in  ease 
; of  a siege,  that  gentleman  delivers  the  following  list  of  what  measures 
. he  judges  absolutely  necessary  to  be  immediately  taken  : 

1.  All  stores  to  be  examined  and  a report  made  of  their  condition.  All 
shells  to  be  proved  and  fitted  (filled),  and  the  guns  on  the  several  works  to 
be  fitted  with  carriages.  These  steps  have  been  already  taken  and  orders 

issued  accordingly. 

2.  Field  pieces  to  be  fitted  with  sea  carriages  to  be  used  occasionally  on  the 
works.  This  being  deemed  very  proper,  the  marine  paymaster  k ordered 
to  make  such  a number  and  of  such  dimensions  as  the  commanding  officer 
of  Artillery  may  acquaint  him  will  be  necessary. 

3.  A small  temporary  magazine  to  be  made  to  each  bastion  for  holding 
powder  for  immediate  service.  Three  of  the  bastions  have  already  got 
these  small  magazines  and  to  each  of  the  others  it  is  agreed  to  make  one  of 
large  timber  planks  and  fascines  in  the  best  nmnner  the  time  will  admit  of. 

4.  All  houses  and  buildings  within  cannon-shot  of  the  works  to  be 
immediately  razed.  This  is  a measure  which  will  undoubtedly  be  taken  on 


i Tom.  Gov.  Consultation  15th  June  1702,  Pub.  Diary  38  of  1762,  342-314. 
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the  appearance  of  an  enemy.  Till  then  we  think  it  unnecessary  to  subject 
the  Honourable  Company  to  so  great  an  expense  as  they  would  necessarily  ■ 
incur  by  its  being  done  immediately. 

5.  As  none  of  the  guns  on  the  Mandvi  bastion  command  the  ra-velin  before  : 
the  bazar  gate,  the  Board  ordered  that  a cavalier  be  immediately  built 
there  to  remedy  this  defect,  and  as  cavaliers  are  a great  defence  to  a 
fortification  without  outworks,  it  is  agreed  when  time  will  permit  to  make  . 
one  to  each  bastion. 

The  Board  also  ordered  that  all  the  artificers  and  labourers  which  the  ^ 
sub-engineer  may  judge  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  works  proposed^ 
be  immediately  entertained.  Also  that  the  Bombay  and  Mahim  custom 
masters  take  an  account  of  all  the  provisions  and  grain  in  their  re-  ■ 
spective  districts  and  make  a report  thereof  to  the  Board,  that  we  may 
know  what  is  without  as  well  as  within  the  town.  With  respect  to  j 
the  list  of  stores  judged  necessary  by  the  sub-engineer,  we  have  " 
already  got  a great  many  of  them  and  such  as  we  have  not  are  ordered  i 
to  be  immediately  provided.^ 

The  select  committee  acquaint,  15th  June  1762,  the  Board  that  in  i 
consequence  of  a letter  from  the  sub- engineer  representing  the  ? 
necessity  of  some  works  being  thrown  up  for  the  more  immediate  * 
defence  of  the  place,  they  had  issued  the  necessary  orders  for  that 
purpose  as  per  copy  of  their  ^proceedings  now  laid  before  the  Board,  , 
which  being  read  are  unanimously  approved  and  the  superintendent  is  i 
ordered  to  convert  the  Guardian  and  Fox  ketch  as  fire  ships  but  not  ; 
to  prejudice  the  former  as  a cruizer  if  this  can  be  avoided. 

As  there  is  a great  difficulty  in  procuring  artificers  and  labourers  for  : 
the  above  works,  a publication  is  immediately  ordered  to  be  issued  that  : 
no  people  be  employed  in  any  private  works  whatever  until  the  • 
Honourable  Company's  works  are  furnished  with  as  many  as  the  ‘ 
sub-engineer  may  judge  necessary.^ 


At  a Consultation,  the  29th  June  the  same  year,  the  Bombay  and  I 
Mahim  custom  masters  lay  before  the  Board  an  account  of  the  grain  i 
in  their  respective  districts.  Abstracts  of  these  accounts  are  given 


below^ : 

Bombay  Grain  Stores 

, June  1762. 

Batty 

...  Mudds 

2694 

Gram 

...  Khandis  63 

Rice 

...  Khandis 

523 

GM 

...  jilans 

3041 

Wheat 

...  Do, 

667 

Oil 

...  Do. 

3389 

Ddl 

...  Do. 

161 

Firewood 

...  1,288,508 

Mahim 

Grain  Stores, 

Ju7ie  1762. 

Place. 

Oil. 

Ghi. 

Batty. 

Black 

Batty. 

Rice. 

1 * 

' I 

Wheat. 

Dal. 

Fire- 

wood. 

M.  s. 

M. 

M.  p. 

M.  p. 

• 

l-H 

M.  p. 

K.  p. 

K.  p. 

Bazar 

654  0 

279 

549  7 

48  5 

130  5 

7 24 

96  1 

17  0 

... 

Mori 

60  0 

* • • 

296  15 

6 3 

0 22 

2 5 

1 7 

256,000 

Cassabay 

165  20 

» • • 

373  17 

2 0 

... 

1 4 

1 2 

12,000 

Villages 

250  0 

**• 

747  17 

1 21 

00 

1 

0 16 

2 2 

0 2 

... 

Total  ... 

1129  20 

279 

1,967  6 

58  4 

215  3 

9 12 

102  4 

o 

CO 

268,000 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  15th  June  1762,  Pub.  Diary  38  of  1762,  342  - 345. 
^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  I5th  June  1762,  Pub.  Diary  38  of  1762,  334. 

^ Bom.  Gov,  Consultation  29th  June  1762,  Pub.  Diary  38  of  1762,  359,  372. 
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As  regards  overseers  the  Bombay  Diary  o£  the  6th  July  has  the  follow- 
ing entry  : Being  of  opinion  that  the  appointing  gentlemen  to  oversee 
the  workmen  employed  on  the  fortifications  will  greatly  forward  the  same, 
and  in  the  end  prove  a considerable  saving  to  our  Honourable  Masters, 
and  many  officers  of  vessels  now  unemployed  having  made  a tender  of 
their  service  on  this  occasion,  it  is  agreed  to  entertain  them  at  the  rate 
of  Rs.  48  a month  or  four  shillings  a day  being  the  same  as  is 
allowed  to  the  military  officers.  The  sub-engineer  having  likewise 
represented  that  a palanquin  is  not  sufficient  for  him  to  attend  the 
several  works  which  he  is  under  an  absolute  necessity  of  visiting  every 
day,  the  paymaster  is  ordered  to  make  him  an  additional  allowance  of 
Rs.  30  a month  for  a conveyance.^ 

On  the  question  how  far  the  new  fortifications  are  sufiaeient  for  the 
jsecurity  of  Bombay,  the  Sub-Engineer,  on  the  30th  July  1762,  makes 
Ithe  following  further  representation  to  Government : Notwith- 
[standing  the  great  defence  we  may  justly  expect  from  the  new  forti- 
fications now  carrying  on,  yet  upon  examining  the  ground  round  about 
I have  observed  some  deficiencies  which  I think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before 
your  Honours.  It  is  in  my  opinion  probable  that  any  European  enemy 
|that  would  attempt  a siege  against  this  place,  must  land  their  troops 
jupon  Old  Woman^s  island  as  the  most  convenient  j)lace  both  for  landing 
the  men  and  warlike  stores,  and  the  point  behind  Mr.  CourBs  house 
; would  afford  them  a very  sufficient  shelter  till  such  time  as  they  could 
survey  the  ground  along  Back  Bay.  I therefore  humbly  suggest  that 
in  order  to  scour  the  beach  opposite  to  Old  Woman^s  island  so  as  to 
annoy  the  enemy  and  hinder  their  gaining  any  favourite  spot  of  ground 
they  may  think  convenient  for  them,  a redoubt  should  be  raised  behind 
the  Old  Hospital  with  a communication  with  the  outworks  of  the  town. 
'While  they  remain  within  cannon  shot  this  redoubt  will  also  create 
The  enemy  as  much  trouble  and  loss  after  passing  it  as  before  they 
;came  up  to  it.  The  distance  of  the  redoubt  from  the  town  ditch 
will  be  but  620  feet  which  renders  the  communication  tolerable  safe 
and  will  amount  to  but  a small  expense.  It  is  further  my  opinion  that 
no  guns  ought  to  be  mounted  on  the  battery  without  the  Apollo  gate, 
which  the  late  Major  Mace  raised.  Field  pieces  w'ould  be  much  more 
iserviceable,  and  their  retreat  more  easily  accomplished,  should  an 
enemy  make  their  appearance  on  Old  Woman^s  island.  In  the  next  place 
il  must  beg  leave  to  represent  the  inconvenience  of  the  tope  of  cocoanut 
trees  by  the  Madagascar  houses.  These  trees  would  furnish  materials 
jfor  the  enemy,  should  they  be  lucky  enough  to  get  that  length,  for  raising 
a battery,  and  the  hill  they  stand  on  is  so  much  higher  than  the  sand  hill 
that  unless  our  outworks  were  complete,  we  have  not  in  the  power  of 
our  guns  to  hurt  them  while  lodged  behind  it.  An  enemy  may  lie 
securely  behind  the  hill  till  they  find  an  opportunity  of  taking  possession 
of  the  sand  hill,  and  raising  batteries,  which  may  be  done  in  a night  time. 
In  order  to  obstruct  the  enemy ^s  designs  still  further,  I am  of  opinion 
that  a mine  with  several  branches  to  it  carried  under  the  sand  hill,  would 
be  very  necessary  (as  indeed  w^ere  there  some  more  dangerous  places 
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niidernimed  within  cannon  shot  it  would  not  be  amiss)  and  as  we  are 
not  sure  of  having  time  to  reduce  it  to  a level,  I propose  that  the  mine 
should  be  of  such  a depth  as  that  the  levelling  of  the  hill  at  any  time 
may  not  affect  the  galleries.  It  will  also  be  of  great  use  to  have  that 
angle  of  trees  cut  down  from  the  entrance  of  Sonapur  to  the  present  : 
burying  ground,  which  is  but  a very  small  space  and  will  open  the  ^ 
avenue  for  our  guns  to  play  from  the  cavalier  upon  the  Princess  bastion  ' 
and  outworks.  All  these  representations  I humbly  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  your  Honour’’s  consideration,  and  as  I thought  it  my  indispensable 
duty  to  lay  them  before  you,  I hope  you  will  pardon  the  troubled 

On  receipt  of  the  above  letter  the  Bombay  Government  pass  the  : 
following  order  : Bead  a letter  from  the  sub-engineer  setting  forth 
the  necessity  of  erecting  sundry  additional  wmrks  therein  pointed  out 
for  the  better  defence  of  the  place.  Its  consideration  is  for  some . 
time  deferred,  as  we  have  not  been  able  to  procure  a sufficient  number 
of  labourers  for  the  works  already  on  hand.  But  the  Collector  is  ^ 
ordered  to  value  the  cocoanut  trees  therein  mentioned  as  necessary  to 
be  cut  down  and  to  make  a report  thereof  to  the  Board. ^ 

In  consequence  of  the  Government  Besolution  of  the  30th  July,  the 
Collector  was  ordered  the  following  day  to  report  on  the  valuation  of 
the  trees  to  be  cut.  He  accordingly  submits  the  following  report  on; 
the  8rd  August  1762  : In  obedience  to  your  commands  of  the  81st 
ultimo,  I now  enclose  for  your  Honours  a translate  of  the  vereadoresC 
and  mattaiWreport  of  the  valuation  of  171  cocoanut  trees,  and  25  ‘ 
vacant  spaces  of  the  oart  belonging  to  Fakir  Shaw  Janulla  situate  near 
Back  Bay,  valued  at  Bs.  588J.  I request  your  further  directions: 

thereon.^ 

At  their  Consultation  on  the  same  day  the  Board  make  the  following 
remarks  on  the  above  letter  : Bead  a letter  from  the  Collector,  enclosing 
a report  valuation  of  the  oart  belonging  to  Fakir  Shaw  Janulla  which 
the  sub-engineer  wants  to  cut  down  agreeable  to  an  order  last  Council 
day.  As  we  do  not  know  how  the  above  Fakir  became  possessed  of 
the  said  oart,  the  Collector  is  directed  to  enquire  into  it.^ 

On  the  2lth  August  the  Collector  submits  the  following  report 
regarding  Fakir  Shawls  oart  : In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the 
Board,  I have  made  enquiry  how  Fakir  Shaw  Janulla  became  possessed 
of  the' oart  situated  near  Back  Bay.  I find  that  a grant  thereof  was 
given  to  his  widow  Sarambai  by  the  President  and  Council  on  the  13th 
August  1718,  Mr.  Thomas  Horril  being  at  that  time  Collector.  Or 
making  the  grant  18  years  7 months  and  15  days'’  pension  was  recovered 
from  her,  and  she  was  to  pay  for  the  first  ten  years  at  the  rate  ol 
Bs.  13-1-50  for  every  100  trees,  and  ever  after  at  the  rate  of  Bs.  26-3-0 
a certificate  being  granted  her  accordingly.  She  now  (1762)  pays  th( 
Honourable  Company  annually  : rs.  qrs.res. 

Pension  ...  ...  ...  33  2 82 

Tax  •••  •••  •••  9 3 20 

Total  ...  43  2 2 

* 8ub-Engineer  to  Government  30th July  1762,  Pub.  Diary  38  of  1762,  410-112. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  30th  July  1762,  Pub.  Diary  38  of  1762,  404. 

^ Collector  to  Government  3rd  Aug.  1762,  Pub.  Diary  30  of  1762,  415  - 416. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  3rd  Aug.  1762,  Pub.  Diary  39  of  1762,  414. 
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I should  not  have  failed  to  deliver  in  the  account  before,  but  the 
widow  representing  to  me  that  the  vereadores  and  mattaras  had  greatly 
undervalued  the  oart,  I caused  them  to  inspect  it  again  and  deliver  in 
a report  of  its  intrinsic  worth  for  your  Honour'’s  notice.^ 

On  the  24th  August  the  Board  passed  the  following  order  on  the 
above  letter ; Bead  a letter  from  the  Collector  representing  that  the 
widow  of  Fakir  Shaw  Janulla  became  possessed  of  the  oart  near  Back 
Bay  in  the  year  1748  by  a grant  as  usual  from  the  then  Collector  of 
the  Honourable  Company's  rents  and  revenues  ; it  is  therefore  ordered 
that  the  Collector  enquire  and  report  to  us  if  there  are  any  of  the 
Honourable  Company’s  oarts  which  can  be  given  in  exehange  for  it.^ 

On  the  same  subject  of  Fakir  Shawls  oart  the  Bombay  Diary  of 
the  25th  August  1762  has  the  following  entry  : Bead  a letter  from 
the  Collector  wherein  he  acquaints  us  there  are  none  of  the  Honourable 
Company’s  oarts  but  what  are  let  out  to  farm  to  give  in  exchange  for 
I that  near  Back  Bay,  and  therefore  recommends  our  giving  one  of  those 
whose  farmer  is  in  a bad  condition  in  lieu  of  it.  As  we  have  often 
found  great  difficulty  in  recovering  the  rent  of  such  oarts,  it  is  agreed 
to  give  the  oart  recommended  by  the  Collector;  and  the  trees  in  the 
1 Back  Bay  oart  are,  agreeable  to  the  sub-engineeFs  recommendation, 
ordered  to  be  cut  down  and  the  compound  wall  and  house  situated 
therein  ordered  to  be  valued.^ 

On  the  28th  September  1762,  the  new  fortification  paymaster 
[delivers  a report  valuation  of  the  house  and  compound  wall  of  the  oart 
(belonging  to  the  widow  of  Fakir  Shaw  Janulla,  amounting  to 
iBs.  157-3-15,  which  sum  the  Board  order  to  be  discharged.^ 

In  August  1762,  owing  to  want  of  fodder,  the  owners  of  cattle  employ- 
jed  in  connection  with  the  fortification  works  requested  permission 
to  send  them  to  the  other  side  to  graze.  The  Board  pass  the  fol- 
lowing orders  : The  owners  of  private  carts  requesting  permission  to 
jsend  their  cattle  to  graze  on  the  other  side,  as  has  been  always  usual  at 
[this  season  of  the  year,  but  lately  prohibited  on  account  of  the  works, 

> declaring  that  for  want  of  fodder  they  lose  many  animals,  the  same  is 
‘agreed  to.  But  the  new  fortification  paymaster  is  ordered  to  take  securi- 
ty from  the  owners  that  the  cattle  be  brought  back  in  two  months  to 
be  employed  again  upon  the  works.  In  the  meantime  the  paymaster 
imust  purchase  some  oxen  and  buffaloes  for  the  Honourable  Company 
on  the  best  terms  he  can  that  the  works  may  not  stand  still. ^ 

On  the  14th  September  1762,  the  Sub-Engineer  made  the  following 
proposals  to  expedite  the  works  : Observing  the  slow  progress  in 
Ifilling  up  the  glacis,  and  the  length  of  time  unavoidably  required  to 
complete  the  work  by  carrying  the  earth  in  wheelbarrows  from  the 
present  distance,  also  since  both  the  difficulty  and  expense  will  become 
greater  with  the  increased  distance  the  earth  has  to  be  carried,  I was 
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^ Collector  to  Government  24th  Aug.  1762,  Pub.  Diary  39  of  1762,  467-468. 
^Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  24tb  Aug.  1762,  Pub.  Diary  39  of  1762,467  - 458. 
^Bom.  Gov,  Consultation  2oth  Aug.  1762,  Pub.  Diary  39  of  1762,  468  - 469. 
^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  28th  Sept.  1762,  Pub.  Diary  39  of  1762,  549. 
®Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  13th  Aug.  1762,  Pub.  Diary  39  of  1762,  441. 
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led  to  consider  the  nature  o£  the  ground  near  the  worhs.  Having  duly 
examined  it^  I am  led  to  make  the  Board  a proposition  that  I anr 
convinced  will  greatly  lessen  not  only  the  expense  but  the  time  required 
for  filling  the  glacis,  and  will  at  the  same  time  add  much  to  the  strength 
of  the  town. 

From  near  the  Princess  bastion  on  round  to  the  Marlborough  bastion 
the  ground  is  soft,  and  free  from  rocks,  except  an  easily  separated 
sand  stone.  A forty-foot  trench  at  the  foot  of  the  intended  glacis 
will  afford  sufficient  earth  close  to  hand  to  complete  the  glacis  iu  a 
short  time.  I am  persuaded  that  doing  this  will  not  be  attended  with 
one-half  our  present  expense,  dhis  trench  is  to  be  formed  parallel  to; 
the  works  in  such  manner  as  not  to  afford  any  shelter  to  the  approaches 
of  an  enemy,  but  rather  after  having  made  approaches  at  a distance,  it 
will  be  a great  check  to  them,  and  lay  them  open  in  full  sight  of  the 
several  fires  and  greatly  retard  their  progress.  I do  not  extend  this 
trench  further  than  from  Princess  bastion  to  the  Marlborough  bastion 
as  there  the  ground  grows  rocky  and  hard.  I have  also  considered  that 
the  constructing  by  each  ravelin  and  redoubt  of  small  lunettes,  or  rather 
batteries  of  a few  guns,  Avill,  at  a very  little  additional  expense,  add 
much  to  the  security  of  the  place,  and  require  scarce  any  additional 
people.  Those  quartered  to  the  redoubts  will  man  the  proposed  worksv 
with  the  addition  of  a few  gunners  only,  as  they  communicate  with, 
and  depend  on  each  other.  Such  lunettes  will  add  so  much  to  the  de-^ 
fence  and  so  little  to  the  expense  of  the  works  that  I cannot  but  recom- 
mend them  earnestly  to  be  constructed.  Indeed  without  lur.ettes  it 
would  not  be  so  safe  to  work  the  trench  as  purposed.  The  great 
length  of  the  curtains  of  the  old  works  of  the  town  wall,  also  makes* 
these  lunettes  necessary.  Without  them  the  wall,  which  from  its 
original  construction  is  in  itself  very  weak,  w^ould  remain  rather  too 
much  exposed  to  an  enemy.  Lest  I should  not  have  sufficiently  explained 
myself,  I take  the  liberty  of  laying  before  you  a complete  plan  of  th( 
works  as  now  proposed.  If  any  difficulty  or  doubt  remains,  I will  ir 
person  if  necessary  give  you  every  information  in  my  power  in  respecf 
thereto.  This  trench  is  to  be  formed  sloping  on  each  side  to  such  a 
depth  as  earth  may  be  required  for  the  purposes  of  filliog*  up  the 
glacis.  The  trench  requires  no  masonry  unless  the  Board  should  think 
masonry  necessary  in  the  faces  of  the  small  lunettes.  Even  this  is 
not  of  material  importance.  This  trench  will  for  many  years  continue 
to  answer  the  purpose  of  defence.  Hereafter  if  necessary  it  might  be 
easily  converted  into  a regular  ditch.  Even  as  a trench  it  will  I hope 
be  evident  to  you  that  it  will  answer  every  puiqDose  we  can  wish  for, 
I beg  leave  to  have  your  determination  on  this  head  as  soon  as  possible, 
as  the  speedy  completing  of  the  works  in  hand  so  much  depends  on  it 
I shall  in  a future  address  to  this  Board  exj^lain  myself  as  to  the  interioi 
works  in  the  plan,  the  above  at  present  being  what  requires  the  mosi 
immediate  attention.  It  may  be  necessary  to  remark  that  the  remains 
of  the  sand  hill  or  high  ground  will  be  best  thrown  down  into  the  hollows 
near  at  hand  by  the  side  of  the  middle  road,  or  used  to  fill  such  othei 
hollows  near  at  hand  on  the  esplanade  or  before  the  town  as  may 
require  it. 
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Two  of  tlie  principal  powder  houses  laying  very  near  the  works,  are 
very  necessary  to  he  pulled  down,  as  if  they  take  possession  of  them 
before  the  new  works  are  complete,  they  are  or  may  be  a great  shelter 
to  an  enemy,  there  being  no  guns  that  can  play  upon  them  from  the 
town.  The  rest  as  well  as  these  two  should  be  removed  as  our  works 
regularly  approach.  The  only  place  to  remove  them,  I imagine,  would 
be  to  Old  Woman^s  island.  I have  also  enquired  and  find  a very 
complete  well  may  be  dug  near  the  tombs  in  the  dry  season.  This 
would  answer  for  the  use  of  the  powder  works  as  there  was  a wed 
formerly  on  the  same  spot.  As  the  rains  are  almost  over  I should  be 
extremely  glad  to  have  one  thousand  labourers  more  employed  on  the 
works,  to  finish  at  least  the  glacis  and  the  covered  ways.^ 

At  the  Consultation  on  the  same  day,  14th  September  1762,  the 
above  proposals  from  the  sub-engineer  Captain  Andrew  Werner  were 
read  when  the  Board  made  the  following  remarks  : Read  a letter  from 
Captain  Andrew  Werner  accompanying  a plan  of  the  works  he  has  and 
does  propose  erecting.  As  he  represents  that  it  would  be  attended  with 
less  expense  to  cut  a trench  at  the  foot  of  the  glacis  (while  it  would 
add  considerably  to  the  strength  of  the  town)  than  to  bring  earth  from 
the  distance  he  does  at  present  to  complete  the  embankment  and  would 
also  require  much  less  time,  the  same  is  agreed  to,  as  his  reasons  foi  this 
proposal  appear  to  us  to  be  well  founded.  ^ Further  the  great  difficulty 
we  experience  in  procuring  carts  renders  it  very  tedious  and  expensive 
to  bring  a sufficient  quantity  of  earth  for  this  purpose.  Besides  this 
we  shall  by  this  means  be  able  to  remove  the  sand-hill  so  long 
complained  of  as  a nuisance  to  the  works.  For  these  several  reasons 
Captain  Werner  is  ordered  to  carry  on  the  works  in  the  manner^  he 
points  out,  in  doing  which  the  strictest  frugality  must  be  enjoined. 

The  following  extract  from  the  monthly  accounts  of  ^ disbursements 
on  fortification  works  shows  what  works  were  going  on  in  1762  and  at 
what  monthly  cost^  : 


Disbursements  and  Vouchers, 


To 

55 

55 


making  a Dock  Pier-head  battery  "*  j. 

additional  works  carrying  on  at  the  Royal  bastion 
a magazine  near  the  Dock  Pier-head  battery 
covered  way  and  glacis  round  the  town  wall 
additional  works  at  the  Prince’s  bastion  ... 

Do.  do.  at  the  Banian  bastion  ... 
a battery  below  the  Cavalier  bastion 
raising  a ravelin  before  the  Apollo  gate  ... 

Do.  do.  before  the  Church  gate..._ 
blowing  rocks  and  cutting  stones  at  Dongri 
making  new  stores 
repairing  old  stores  ... 
charges  on  account  of  cattle  .... 
extraordinary  charges 
servants’  wages 
chunam 
stores 
cattle 

copperware  ...  _ . 

repairing  and  coverin' 


houses  and  sheds 


Total 


»r  Oct . 

17 

62. 

For  Nov. 

1702. 

Rs. 

q* 

r. 

Rs. 

q.  r. 

1138 

2 

24 

1099 

2 15 

105 

3 

77 

165 

1 37 

289 

2 

23 

368 

3 24 

5673 

3 

7 

4277 

1 63 

897 

2 

89 

221 

1 53 

309 

1 

43 

667 

2 17 

1245 

0 74 

1137 

1 15 

603 

0 

32 

1334 

1 24 

193 

1 

27 

237 

3 57 

1688 

2 

49 

1856 

2 57 

702 

3 

56 

571 

0 40 

138 

0 

11 

203 

0 69 

263 

3 

38 

2.59 

2 79 

2108 

0 90 

10,599 

1 16 

345 

2 

0 

345 

2 0 

8638 

1 

0 

8745 

3 50 

1875 

0 

0 

513 

205 

182 

1 90 
3 96 
1 97 

"21,516 

n 

t> 

40 

27,995 

2 99 

1 Sub-Euo-ineer  to  Government  lith  bept,  176b,  lub. 

2 Horn.  Gov.  Consultation  14th  Sept.  176-., 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Conaiiltatioa  l.’5th  Jan,  l/  6.o,  1 ub.  Diary  40  of  1763,  7.1  -74. 
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Once  more^  in  a despatch  of  6th  April  1763^  the  Court  caution  the 
Bombay  Government  against  undertaking  additional  works  and  strict- 
ly enjoin  frugality  : For  the  reasons  given  by  you  and  Rear  Admiral i 
Cornish  we  acquiesce  in  your  continuing  and  finishing  the  third  dry 
dock;  the  Dock  pier  battery  and  Dock  pier  head  may  also  be' 
completed^  together  with  the  dammar  houses^  cook  rooms  and  the 
small  magazine  that  is  to  hold  the  powder  of  ships  coming  into  the . 
Dock.  But  as  we  are  now  at  peace  with  France^  you  must  not  set^i 
about  any  new  or  additional  works  that  are  very  expensive  without  first- 
representing  to  us  the  absolute  necessity  of  them^  and  waiting  for  our 
answer.  We  expect  you  will  be  as  frugal  as  possible  in  carrying  on ; 
these  necessary  works,  and  see  that  the  materials  are  laid  in  at  the  best-i 
hand.  We  see  that  you  had  begun  to  reduce  the  lower  flanks  of  the: 
Royal  bastion  to  their  original  standard.  If  a regular  survey  had  been 
made  and  reported  to  the  Board  before  the  said  flanks  had  been  raised  to 
an  improper  height,  we  imagine  this  trouble  and  expense  might  have  been 
saved.  You  must  therefore  be  cautious  in  future  and  not  suffer  the 
work  of  one  engineer  to  be  undone  by  his  successor  without  assigning, 
such  reasons  for  it  as  may  appear  to  you  satisfactory.^ 

About  the  middle  of  1763,  in  consequence  of  the  close  of  the  French 
war,  the  Bombay  Government  had  to  consider  what  fortification 
works  could  be  deferred  so  that  the  current  charges  might  be  reduced.' 
The  sub-engineer  submitted  his  sentiments  on  the  subject  at  a 
Government  Consultation  on  the  7th  June  1763.  The  Bombay 
Diary  of  that  date  has  the  following  entry  ; In  consequence  of  theu 
intelligence  we  have  received  of  a cessation  of  arms  between  Great 
Britain  France  and  Spain,  the  sub-engineer  is  now  called  upon  to  give 
his  sentiments  as  to  the  present  state  of  the  fortifications,  the  possibility 
of  lessening  the  expense  of  the  works  now  in  hand,  and  stopping  such 
as  can  be  deferred  until  the  Honourable  CompanyT  pleasure  can  be 
known.  He  thereupon  declares  that  the  lunettes  without  the  covered 
way  and  the  advanced  works  proposed  in  his  plan  to  be  carried  out 
towards  Back  Bay  near  where  the  naval  hospital  formerly  stood  may  be 
deferred.  But  that  the  ravelin  and  lunettes  within  the  covered  way 
carrying  on  at  the  Apollo  gate  and  the  redoubt  between  that  and 
Church  gate  constructed  with  masonry,  are  in  such  forwardness  that 
they  cannot  now  be  left  undone  without  the  Honourable  Company^ 
sustaining  a heavy  loss  by  their  running  to  ruin  if  left  in  their  present 
unfinished  state.  The  work  which  at  present  in  his  opinion  requires  the 
greatest  and  most  immediate  attention,  is  the  construction  of  the  ravelin 
at  the  Church  gate  and  that  it  may  be  brought  to  such  an  height  before 
the  expiration  of  the  rains  that,  as  has  been  the  ease  this  season,  the 
water  may  not  be  so  low  as  to  subject  the  Honourable  Company  as  well 
as  private  people  to  a gueat  expense  by  obliging  them  to  furaish  the 
cruizers  and  private  ships  with  water  brought  from  the  several  wells. 
1 he  engineer  further  represents  that  this  work  is  already  carried  on  in 
part  and  is  absolutely  necessary  considering  the  weak  state  of  the  town 


* Court  to  Bombay  Gtli  April  1763  paras  74  and  75,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol,  6 of 
1762  - 1764,  204  - 206.  Ccmp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759  - 1788,  191  - 192. 
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m that  side.  Further  i£  this  ravelin  were  not  completed,  the  expense  of 
he  works  already  carried  on  in  that  part  would  be  thrown  away  as  of 
/lo  use  without  it.  He  also  recommends  the  completing  the  covered 
n^ay  already  in  great  forwardness.  This  covered  way  we  consider  a 
work  Avhich  may  be  carried  on  at  leisure  or  as  our  circumstances  permit. 
Ae  concur  with  the  sub-engineer  in  the  necessity  of  completing  the 
other  Avorks  above  mentioned,  particularly  the  ravelin  at  the  Church 
gate.  The  number  of  men  required  for  this  purpose  and  for  eomplet- 
ng  the  third  dry  dock  and  its  pier  head  being  considered,  in  order  that 
ive  may  reduce  the  expense  as  much  as  possible.  Captain  Werner  thinks 
>47  men  including  artificers  and  labourers  of  all  sorts  as  by  an  abstract 
low  delNered  by  him  will  be  sufficient.  It  is  therefore  ordered  that 
only  this  number  be  employed  in  future.  As  to  the  Avorks  proposed  in 
,he  plan  to  be  erected  Avithin  the  town  (except  the  small  magazine  and 
casemates  carrying  on  to  complete  the  bastion  in  the  marine  yard  which 
oeing  now  so  far  advanced  cannot  be  left  unfinished  Avithout  subjecting 
he  Honourable  Company  to  a heavy  loss),  it  is  agreed  to  defer  carryino* 
ihem  into  execution  until  Ave  have  our  Honourable  Masters^  sentiments 
1)11  our  works  in  general  which  Ave  shall  probably  receive  by  the  expect- 
ed ships.  With  respect  to  the  trench  proposed  to  be  cut  Avithout  the 
glacis,  the  sub-engineer  Avill  consider  and  report  to  us  hereafter  how 
ar  he  judges  it  will  ansAver  the  purpose  of  saving  expense  by  filling  up 
he  glacis.  If  he  is  satisfied  it  will  save  expense,  the  ditch  Avill  be 
carried  on  unless  orders  to  the  contrary  should  in  the  interim  be  received 
from  the  Honourable  Company.-*- 

^ At  a Consultation,  the  9th  August  1763,  regarding  Dongri  fort  and 
lill  Government  observe  : In  consequence  of  the  late  engineer's  frequent 
’ecommendation  for  the  demolition  of  Dongri  fort  and  hill  as  bein^  a 
wry  dangerous  spot  in  case  of  an  attack,  the  fort  some  time  ao-o  Avas 
lismantled.  As  the  most  effectual  and  least  expensive  ws^y  of  remov- 
,ng  the  hill  Avill  be  to  require  all  stones  Avanted  for  buildings  and 
liallasting  of  ships  to  be  taken  from  thence  under  a penalty  of  Ids.  100 
!:or  every  omission,  a publication  must  issue  to  that  effect  and  the  pay- 
master be  ordered  to  employ  such  a number  of  labourers  and  drillers 
CO  blow  up  the  rocks  and  get  the  stones  in  readiness  for  being  carried 
off  as  may  be  deemed  necessary." 

On  learning  the  above  orders  of  the  Board,  Captain  Werner  the  sub- 
engineer  submits  the  folloAving  report  on  the  5th  Sejctember  1763  : 
Having  lately  received  copy  of  the  Honourable  Board's  order  to  the  new 
fortification  paymaster  directing  the  levelling  Dongri  fort  and  hill  [ 
ithink  it  a duty  incumbent  on  me  to  represent  to  your  Honour  that  such 
a Avork  Avill  not  only  be  attended  Avith  an  enormous  expense  and  a 
tedious  length  of  time  (for  1 aauU  venture  to  say  that  2000  men  a day 
L3annot  complete  it  in  15  years)  but  after  all  Avill  not  answer  the  purpose 
intended  as  the  ground  at  and  about  Dongri  in  general  as  far  as 
'Manekjks  hill  or  the  Seven  Brab-trees  is  considerably  higher  than  the 
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I * Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  7tli  June  1763,  Pub,  Diary  40  of  1763,  412-414. 

I ^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  9th  Aug.  176.3,  Pub.  Diary  41  of  1763,  515.  Comn  of 
iJt'tandiug  Ord.  Yol.  2 of  1759-1788,  192-193.  ^ ’ 
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town  wall  and  consequently  will  always  command  the  town.  By  tB 
enclosed  draft  of  the  profile  of  the  hill,  showing  the  height  breadth  anc; 
length,  your  Honours  may  partly  judge  how  tedious  and  expensive  th( 
levelling  would  prove.  As  this  is  a period  when  somethiDg  should  b( 
done  to  render  that  spot  as  serviceable  as  possible  to  us  and  a check  t( 
the  progress  of  an  enemy,  should  they  make  attempts  on  that  quarter 
of  the  town,  I humbly  beg  leave  to  offer  it  as  my  opinion  that  the  hit 
should  be  well  fortified  and  the  works  undermined.  The  expense  wil 
be  trilling  in  C(jmparison  to  that  of  levelling  the  hill  and  fort.  A 
time  may  be  ascertained  when  it  may  be  completed.  It  will  greatl) 
strengthen  that  side  of  the  town  which  is  weakest  and  entirely  com- 
mand the  shipping  in  the  harbour  and  great  part  of  Back  Bay.  The 
part  of  the  hill  which  at  all  events  it  is  necessary  to  blow  up,  wil 
supply  stones  enough  not  only  for  all  the  public  and  private  works  bui 
also  ballast  for  the  ships.  For  this  work  about  100  men  more  thar, 
are  at  p>resent  employed  must  be  added. ^ 

The  above  letter  was  read  by  the  Board  on  the  6th  September  1763 
when  they  observe  : Read  a letter  from  Captain- Lieutenant  Andrew 
Werner,  wherein  he  strongly  represents  that  our  late  resolution  foi 
demolishing  Dongri  hill  and  fort  cannot  be  effectually  carried  int( 
execution  in  less  than  fifteen  years,  nor  without  a most  enormoui 
expense,  which  will  far  exceed  that  which  would  be  incurred  bj 
fortifying  it  in  a proper  manner ; and  which,  as  the  ground  continues 
so  high  as  always  to  command  the  town  to  a great  distance,  is  in  liis 
opinion  by  far  the  most  eligible  scheme.  It  is  agreed,  therefore,  as  il 
is  now  peace  and  as  there  is  no  absolute  necessity  for  coming  to  at. 
immediate  determination  to  which  of  these  two  measures  to  giv( 
the  preference,  that  we  submit  the  same  to  our  Honourable  Masters 
In  order  that  they  may  be  the  better  able  to  give  us  their  senti- 
ments thereon.  Captain  Werner  is  directed  to  prepare  and  deliver  ii 
a plan  of  the  work  he  proposes  to  erect  there.  In  the  meantime  th( 
publication  for  carrying  all  stones  for  ballasting  of  ships  and  privah; 
buildings  from  Dongri  must  be  contradicted.  At  the  same  time  sucl 
stones  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  works  now  being  carried  on  are  to  b( 
taken  from  Dongri  in  such  manner  as  may  forward  either  of  the  abovt 
measures  the  Honourable  Company  may  determine  on.^ 

In  1761  the  Court  appointed  Captain  Keating  principal  engiueei 
at  Bombay.  In  their  letter  of  the  3rd  April  to  Bombay  they  Avrite 
We  have  appointed  Captain  Thomas  Keating  to  be  our  Principa 
Engineer  at  the  Presidency  of  Bombay.  He  has  been  very  well  recom- 
mended to  us  for  a gentleman  of  abilities  in  his  profession,  and  w( 
hope  Avill  fully  answer  our  expectations.  Besides  his  post  of  enginee] 
he  is  to  succeed  to  the  command  of  one  of  our  artillery  companiei 
upon  the  first  vacancy  that  shall  hapj^en  after  his  arrival.  Captaii 
Keating  as  principal  engineer  is  to  rank  as  captain  and  to  have  tb 
annual  salary  of  three  hundred  pounds  in  full  consideration  for  Ini 

^ Capt.  Andrew  Werner  to  Government  6tli  Sept.  1763,  Pub.  Diary  41  of  1763 
551  - 552.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  II.  126. 

^Botn.  Gov.  Consultation  6th  Sept.  1763,  Pub.  Diary  41  of  1763,  514-545.  Comp 
of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  3 of  1759-1788,  193, 
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,'ervices  iu  that  station.  As  captain  o£  one  o£  our  artillery  companies, 
upon  the  first  vacancy  that  shall  happen  a£fcer  his  arrival,  Captain 
Aeating  is  to  have  the  established  pay  o£  two  hundred  pounds  a 
mar.  In  the  meantime  aud  until  such  vacancy  haj)pens,  it  is  our 
pleasure  and  direction  that  he  he  allowed  the  said  pay  o£  two  hundred 
Dounds  a year,  and  take  rank  as  Captain  upon  his  arrival.^ 

^ On  his  arrival  at  Bombay  Captain  Keating  took  a survey  o£  the 
Jortifications  and  reported  the  results  to  Government  on  the  20th  Novem  - 
')er  1761  : In  consequence  o£  your  letter  received  £rom  Mr.  Secretary 
tiamsay  I have  taken  a survey  o£  the  fortifications  o£  Bombay  and  beg 
/eave  to  give  my  opinion  as  tollows.  The  works  that  I think  most 
necessary  to  he  carried  on  at  present  are  the  finishing  the  Church 
Gate  ravelin,  completing  the  flagstaff  and  cavalier  bastions,  and  the 
■'urtain  between ; next  the  finishing  the  Apollo  Gate  ravelin.  Alter 
•idiese  works  are  in  a proper  state,  I would  recommend  as  soon  as 
noossible  the  completing  the  covert  way  and  glacis  o£  the  place  as  with- 
out this  the  place,  be  it  ever  so  well  garrisoned  and  outwork  heaped  on 
outwork,  it  can  never  be  said  to  be  tenable.  I must  acknowledge  my 
j'.iurprise  at  the  great  care  and  attention  that  has  been  given  to  the  out- 
[vorks  in  general,  while  the  parapet  o£  the  body  and  that  excellent  de£ence 
ill  mean  the  covert  way  and  glacis  allowed  by  all  gentlemen  to  be  so  who 
■nave  ever  wrote  or  seen  service)  is  entirely  neglected.  You  all  gentle- 
men must  know  what  good  de£enees  were  made  in  the  last  war  by  the 
■ brtresses  of  Louisbourgh  and  the  More,  against  I will  take  upon  me 
ro  say  an  army  of  eleven  thousand  as  good  troops  as  ever  were  taken 
mto  the  field  and  as  well  supplied  with  warlike  stores.  And  neither 
hf  these  places  had  more  than  a ditch,  covert  way,  and  glacis.  Not  to 
mention  the  great  expense  it  must  be  to  the  Honourable  Company  to 
;)uild  and  keep  in  repair  these  amazing  outworks  executed  and 
antended,  there  is  a still  heavier  one  behind,  I mean  that  o£  maintaining 
Jb  sufficient  body  of  troops  to  properly  defend  them,  without  which 
rvorks  can  be  of  no  manner  of  service,  but  rather  help  in  case  of  being 
attacked  to  the  reduction  of  the  place.  In  order  to  demonstrate  to  your 
ilonours  that  the  present  military  establishment  at  Bombay  is  not 
iiearly  sufficient  to  defend  the  place  in  case  of  an  attack,  I have  taken 
ihe  liberty  of  enclosing  an  abstract  of  the  number  of  troops  which  I 
think  necessary  for  defending  the  fortress  according  to  the  designed 
:)lan,  supposing  it  to  be  besieged.  As  it  is  the  opinion  of  military 
gentlemen  in  general  that  no  place  can  be  properly  defended  for  any 
tength  of  time  that  has  not  three  reliefs  of  troops,  according  to  this 
ystem  the  number  required  for  this  place  will  be  4961  men.  This 
nay  appear  m^^sterious  to  your  Ilonours,  but  any  gentleman  who  has 
read  Authors  that  treated  of  this  subject  will  find  I have  largely 
bllowed  for  the  difference  of  situations  between  this  country  and  Europe 
where  more  than  double  the  number  would  be  wanted  to  works  of  our 
Jxtent)  by  reducing  the  numbers,  not  only  in  the  fronts  unattacked, 
out  also  in  that  attacked  as  twelve  hundred  infantry  is  often  thought 
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^ Court  to  Bombay  3rd  April  1764  paras  62,  55,  57,  Pub,  Dep,  Court’s  L,  Vol.  6 of 
762-1764,  286-287. 
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little  enough  for  defending  a front  of  the  same  extent.  By  a consi-  i 
deration  of  those  matters  your  Honours,  I flatter  myself,  will  be  con-  < 
vinced  of  the  absurdity  of  an  engineer  extending  the  works  of  a fortress>'  : 
one  inch  beyond  the  real  necessity.  Had  the  money  that  has  been  i 
expended  on  the  outworks  been  properly  made  use  of  in  repairing  the  i 
body  of  the  place  and  giving  it  a proper  covert  way  and  glacis,  I will  ’ 
venture  to  say  we  might  (supposing  Hongri  to  have  a simple  and  plain  j 
fortification)  bid  defiance  to  any  force  that  can  be  brought  into  this:  ;' 
part  of  the  world,  and  that  with  one-half  the  number  of  troops  required  '■ 
to  garrison  our  intended  plan.  The  mentioning  Hongri,  gentlemenpvj 
has  led  me  in  part  to  give  my  present  opinion  of  that  spot  as  speedy  j 
resolutions  are  absolutely  necessary  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  it.  I ! 
give  it  as  my  humble  opinion  that  fortifying  Hongri  is  the  most  eligible  r 
and  best  method,  as  the  removal  will  be  attended  with  a very  heavy  \ 7 
and  tedious  expense.  On  the  other  hand,  if  fortified,  it  is  so  very \ if 
commodiously  situated  for  the  annoyance  of  an  enemy  in  their:  ;? 
approaches,  and  in  all  probability  may  retard  a siege  until  reinforced,H£ 
and  lastly  as  it  is  capable  of  being  fortified  at  a moderate  expense  by-  I 
having  the  materials  near  at  hand.  Upon  considering  the  affair  of ; 
lodgments  for  the  troops  off  duty  in  case  of  being  attacked,  I offer  it::[ 
as  my  opinion  that  finishing  the  works  I have  before  mentioned  is  ' 
of  more  consequence  for  two  reasons:  First  works  begun  and  not'u 
finished  are  a heavy  expense  for  no  end.  Second  a place  of  Bombay^ s'  - \ 
extent  cannot  want  safe  lodgments,  as  it  can  never  be  so  warmly  or 
closely  besieged,  but  there  may  be  sheds  erected  in  places  free  from  the::  i; 
enemy ^s  shot  or  shells.  It  is  also  my  opinion  that,  for  the  distance  of 
400  yards  at  least  from  the  foot  of  the  glacis,  the  Esplanade  should  be  - ’ 
cleared  from  all  incumbrances  and  levelled.  As  I have  observed  many  u 
of  the  works  (the  parapets  in  particular)  have  given  way  and  separated-  >1 
in  a very  short  time,  I have  taken  some  pains  to  inspect  into  the;  ’; 
nature  of  the  workmen  and  upon  the  whole  of  my  observation  find  the;.  [; 
masons  and  bricklayers  in  particular  have  a very  imperfect  know-  r 
ledge  of  carrying  on  the  works  of  a fortification,  as  they  pay  no  sort  c 
of  regard  to  laying  the  masonry  in  proper  and  regular  courses  without  c 
which  a work  can  never  be  durable.  All  that  I can  say  to  them  on’  > 
this  subject  is  of  no  sort  of  consequence  any  longer  than  I remain  , f 
on  the  spot.  This,  gentlemen,  makes  me  take  the  liberty  to  beg  you 
will  request  the  Honourable  Company's  sending*  from  Europe  six  good  7 
workmen  (at  least)  in  each  of  the  branches  in  the  list  subjoined  to  be 
under  the  directions  of  the  engineer  or  as  the  Honourable  Governor 
and  Council  shall  think  proper.  These,  gentlemen,  are  the  principal;  [ 
observations  and  remarks  which  I beg  leave  to  offer  to  your  considera-  - r 
tion  at  present! 


' Principal  Engineer  Captain  Thomas  Keating  to  Bombay  Government  20tli  Nov.  \ 
1764,  Pub.  Diary  43  of  1764,  676  - 679. 
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\Ahstvac.O  of  the  Troops  necessary  for  the  defence:  of  the  fortress  of  Bombay,  supposing 
, it  to  he  attached.,  and  finished  according  to  the  present  plan,  20th  November  1764- 
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K No  artillery  allowed  to  work  16  mortars,  but  suppose  them  to  be  served  by  those  detached  to 
c he  guns, 

1 iV.R.— -If  any  ships  of  the  enemies  are  in  sight,  the  sea  face  will  require  a great  many  more  men. 

')  Constant  artillerymen  in  the  laboratory  and  many  others  as  artificers,  not  allowed  for. 

c At  the  same  da/s  Consultation  the  Board  passed  the  following  orders 
m the  above  report : Bead  a letter  from  the  principal  engineer, 
o.vherein  agreeable  to  our  orders  on  his  first  arrival  he  gives  his  opinion 
;i£  the  works  now  carrying  on  and  which  of  them  he  thinks  most 
■immediately  necessary  to  be  completed.^  On  taking  his  opinion  into 
3fionsideration  it  is  observed  that  Captain  Keating,  at  the  same  time 
Tjkat  he  recommends  the  immediate  completing  of  some  other  works, 
Inlays  it  is  absolutely  necessary  some  speedy  resolutions  should  be  taken 
dibout  Dono*ri  fort.  As  our  present  circumstances  will  not  admit  of  our 
Tiarrying  on  both  at  the  same  time,  that  gentleman  is  called^  in  and 
asked  whether  the  works  already  begun  should  be  first  finished  or 
r.:Dona*ri  fortified.  On  this  he  declares  the  former  to  be  most  essential, 
it  the  same  time  he  is  of  opinion  no  delay  should  be  allowed  in 
Lj^etting  about  a plain  and  simple  fortification  at  Dongri  whenever 
iiiircumstances  will  admit  of  it.  He  is  therefore  now  directed  to  carry 
1 )n  the  works  in  the  manner  he  points  out  in  his  letter  and  in  the 
riueantime  to  prepare  and  lay  before  us  a plan  of  such  a work  as  he 
iljudges  absolutely  necessary  at  Dongri.  It  is  agreed  likewise  to  request 
our  Honourable  Masters  in  the  address  now  preparing  by  the  Anson  to 
Iviend  out  the  artificers  Captain  Keating  represents  to  be  necessary.^ 

: Early  in  the  next  year,  February  1765,  want  of  funds  compelled 
he  Bombay  Government  to  stop  all  fortification  works.  Two  months 
-ater,  the  25th  April  1765,  they  write  to  the  Court:  Little  has  been 


iln  this  statement  N.  C.  denotes  non-commissioned  and  G.  and  M.  probably 

nmners  and  matrosses.  „ , i m-r-,  nnr, 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  20th  Nov.  1764,  1 ub.  Diary  43  of  1764,  671-672, 
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done  to  the  fortifications  since  our  last  address.  On  the  26th  February 
finding  the  balance  in  our  treasury  to  be  reduced  to  Rs.  17,000 
and  that  we  had  then  very  little  probability  of  soon  having  it  in  our 
power  to  recruit  it  we  determined,  as  a measure  which  could  not  in 
such  circumstances  be  avoided,  to  discharge  at  the  end  of  that  month 
all  the  workmen  employed  on  the  fortifications  as  well  as  on  the  docks  • 
and  other  public  works.  Although  we  were  and  still  are  thoroughly 
sensible  of  the  utility  and  indeed  absolute  necessity  of  completing  these- 
Avorks,  yet  as  it  is  peace  we  were  of  opinion  this  service  could  better  be 
dispensed  with  than  any  other.  Circumstanced  as  we  were  it  was- 
impossible  to  carry  on  those  works  and  our  investments  at  the  samei 
time.  As  soon  as  our  situation  will  possibly  admit  we  shall  not  fail  tc; 
complete  the  works. ^ 

At  a Consultation  the  5th  March  1765  Government  considered  iho 
assistant  engineer’s  representation  regarding  the  arches  to  thc' 
gateway  of  the  Church  gate  ravelin  and  passed  the  following  orders  s 
The  assistant  engineer  represents  that  the  arches  to  the  gateway  ol 
the  ravelin  at  the  Church  gate  will  infallibly  go  to  ruin  unless  completed:, 
out  of  hand,  which  may  be  done  in  two  months  by  229  workmen  andii 
labourers  whose  pay  will  not  exceed  Rs.  1500  a month.  It  is  therefore 
agreed  to  complete  them ; and  as  the  lunettes  are  represented  to  be 
unnecessary,  it  is  ordered  that  the  guns  thereon  be  dismounted  and  the 
platforms  taken  up.^ 

On  the  10th  May  1765,  the  principal  engineer  Captain  Keating; 
submitted  a report  shoAving  the  progress  made  in  the  fortifications  since 
his  arrival  : On  my  taking  charge  of  the  engineer's  department 
the  Avorks  in  hand  were  the  ravelin  before  the  Church  gate,  thc; 
dock  pier  head,  and  the  additional  Avorks  in  the  Castle.  The  Church 
gate  ravelin  has  one  of  its  faces  and  flank  raised  as  high  as  th(i 
cordon,  the  other  face  and  flank  not  so  high  by'  two  feet,  no  par 
of  the  gateway  AA^as  begun  and  not  more  than  half  the  rampar  . 
filled  in.  The  parapet  is  noAv  entirely  completed.  The  arches  of  th 
gateAvay  turned  and  the  rampart  filled  up  and  little  more  is  AA^anting 
to  finish  the  Avhole  of  this  Avork  than  covering  the  arches,  terracing  it 
and  laying  the  platforms.  This  I believe  will  be  completed  Avith  th 
number  of  AAmrkmen  now  employed  by  the  Idth  or  15th  of  next  month 
The  curtain  betAveen  the  cavalier  and  flagstaff  bastions  in  the  cast! 
AA^as  ordered  some  tiuie  before  I arrived  to  be  lowered  six  feet  and  ner 
parapets  to  be  built  to  the  aforesaid  bastions.  The  pampet  of  th 
flagstaff  bastion  Avas  finished  except  the  banquette,  that  of  cavalie 
just  begun,  and  the  loAA^ering  of  the  curtain  commenced  the  day  ' 
arrived  (30th  September),  The  whole  of  this  AAmrk  was  finished  911 
January  1765. 

The  dock  pier  head,  the  other  work  then  in  hand,  has  been  raise( 
upwards  of  twelve  feet.  It  had  long  since  been  finished  had  Ave  not  beei; 
detained  for  the  carpenteFs  AAmrk  Avhich  is  to  come  from  the  mariu' 
yard.  Ten  masons,  six  hard  stone-cutters,  and  40  labourers  Avill  finish  tlr 

^ Bombay  to  Court  25th  April  1765  para  57,  Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  Court  Vol.  12  o 
1765,  46.  2poiri.  Gov.  Consultation  5th  Mar.  1765,  Pub.  Diary  44  of  1765,  125. 
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= vvork  in  17  or  18  days.  On  finisliing  the  works  in  the  castle  I set 
igome  part  o£  the  workmen  to  carry  on  the  ravelin  before  the  Apollo 
Jgate  one  face  and  flank  of  this  work  was  raised  almost  as  high  as  the 
^■cordon,  the  other  face  for  the  most  seven  and  eight  feet  lower,  and  the 
lother  flank  the  foundation  not  begun  and  very  little  of  the  ditch  dug. 
-The  whole  of  this  ravelin  (except  eleven  feet  of  one  face  and  one  flank 
jwhich  is  ten  feet  lower)  is  now  raised  to  the  cordon,  a good  part  of  the 
>ditch  before  the  south-west  face  and  flank  dug,  and  the  glacis  before 
ithis  part  well  advanced  as  also  that  before  the  Church  gate.  1 hose  are 
'dhe  whole  of  the  works  on  which  any  people  have  been  employed  since 
jmy  taking  charge  of  the  post  of  engineer 

) After  visiting  the  several  outforts  Major  J.  Gouin  submits  the 
'[following  report  to  Government  on  the  2dth  September  1765  : In 
ixonsequence  of  your  Honour’s  direction  I have  carefully  visited  die 
^several  outforts  in  company  with  the  engineer  and  commanding  officer 
: of  the  train.  I find  them  to  be  in  very  good  condition  but  beg  leave  to 
ipoint  out  the  following  necessary  alterations  and  repairs.  The  line  of 
n communication  between  Sion  and  Rewa  forts  to  be  repaired  as  also  the 
Iredan  of  the  said  line.  The  front  of  Rewa  next  the  water  to  be 
Sjraised  with  some  alterations  in  the  figure  so  as  to  be  flanked ; one  of 
Hhe  bastions  of  Mahim  fort  to  be  made  a retirement  to  serve  by  way  of 
ncitadel.  All  these  are  esteemed  by  the  engineer  absolutely  necessary.^ 

) On  this  report  the  Government  remark  ; Read  a letter  from  Major 
rc  Gouin  representing  that  sundry  additions  and  repairs  are  absolutely 
lanecessary  to  the  several  outforts  : ordered  that  copy  of  this  letter  be  sent 
t to  the  engineer  who  must  be  directed  to  frame  and  lay  before  die  Boaic 
. an  estimate  of  the  expense  which  will  be  incurred  by  the  repairs  and 
badditions  therein  mentioned  when  we  shall  come  to  a resolution.' 

^ At  a Consultation  the  19th  November  1765,  the  Board  record  : The 
ngrand  ehauki  being  greatly  out  of  repair  the  land  paymaster  now  lays 
)lbef  ore  us  an  estimate  of  the  expense  which  will  be  incurred  by  repairing 
! it  amounting  to  Rs.  217  4 ^ Ordered  that  the  same  be  repaired 

):  accordingly.^ 

It  has  been  noticed  above  that  the  plan  of  the  fort  and  town  prepared 
by  the  sub-engineer  Mr.  Werner  was  submitted  to  the  Court  ot 
I'rDirectors.  Their  orders  regarding  this  plan  dated  22nd  Maixh  l76o 
' !were  received  some  time  before  the  close  of  the  same  year.  The  Couit 
,say ; By  the  Speaker  we  received  the  plan  of  the  fort  ancl  town  drawn 
by  Mr  Werner  AVe  observe  what  you  say  about  the  works  and  should 
^ /have  given  our  opinion  thereon  agreeable  to  your  desire  by  this  con - 
^.veyance.  But  as  we  last  year  sent  out  C apt  am  Thomas  Keating  as 
f principal  engineer  at  your  settlement,  we  think  it  proper  o ^ ® ^ 
nopinion  until  we  have  his  sentiments  on  the  works  in  general  and  Dongri 
< lin  particular.  At  Doiigri  we  would  have  no  additional  works  made  until 
lyou  have  our  further  orders  ; it  appears  to  be  a matter  of  consequence  and 
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you  must  continue  to  pay  due  regard  to  our  orders  about  carrying  on 
tlie  works.”^ 

In  his  letter  to  Government  on  the  4th  February  1766  the  Principal 
Engineer  writes : As  the  Apollo  ravelin  and  lunettes  are  now  so  fan. 
advanced  that  a number  of  bricklayers  are  unnecessary  for  that  work,' 
I take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  your  Flononrs  the  carrying  on  the 
adjoining  redoubts  during  the  remainder  of  the  fair  season.  The' 
additional  monthly  expense  incurred  by  carrying  on  the  above  work 
will  not  exceed  Bs.  1200  exclusive  of  materials.^ 

At  the  same  day’s  Consultation  on  perusing  the  above  letter  Govern- 
ment remark  : The  engineer  recommends  completing  the  redoubts  at 
the  Apollo  ravelin.  This  is  agreed  to  as  the  bricklayers  must  otherwise' 
he  discharged,  and  when  once  they  leave  the  island  it  is  cliflieiilt  as  well 
as  expensive  to  get  others.^ 

Five  days  later,  the  9th  February  1766,  the  Principal  Engineer  submits; 
his  progress  report  to  Government.  He  writes  : Under  the  10th  of 
May  1765  I laid  before  the  Honourable  Board  the  progress  made  in  the 
fortifications  from  my  arrival  to  that  day.  I am  now  to  acquaint 
your  Honours  the  Church  gate  ravelin  wants  nothing  to  complete: 
than  laying  the  platform  most  of  which  is  ready  for  nailing  down 
and  making  doors  and  window  shutters  for  the  arched  rooms  of  the 
gateway.  This  work  would  have  been  long  since  finished  but  that 
I judged  it  best  to  let  the  filling  of  the  rampart  settle  well  before 
I laid  the  platforms  or  made  the  banquettes.  The  dock  and  piei 
head  remain  as  per  my  last  for  want  of  the  timber  rvork  being: 
completed.  The  masonry  of  the  Apollo  ravelin  is  finished  all  hut  the 
gateway.  A small  part  of  the  rampart  and  parapet  adjoining  that  of  the: 
lunettes  wfill  be  completed  in  a few  days.  Forming  the  ditch  of  the 
above  ravelin  has  been  a very  heavy  work.  In  most  places  we  have 
been  obliged  to  cut  by  mines  through  nine,  ten,  and  eleven  foot  of  solid 
and  hard  rock.  The  ditch  is  now  well  advanced  as  well  as  the  whole  of 
the  ravelin  lunettes  covert  way  and  glacis  except  the  terracing  over  the 
gateway  and  raising  the  banquettes  and  the  platforms  which  wfill  be 
completed  before  the  setting  in  of  the  rains.  I am  also  carrying  on 
the  glacis  and  covert  way  from  the  Apollo  ravelin  to^vards  the  south- 
west redoubt.  At  present  this  redoubt  has  a little  more  than  half 
its  face  raised  within  four  feet  of  the  cordon  and  the  ditch  is  one-third 
formed,  I propose  forwarding  this  work  as  fast  as  possible  during 
the  remainder  of  the  fair  season. 

On  the  29th  of  last  month  I received  from  Mr.  Bamsay  a copy  of 
the  117th  paragraph  of  the  general  letter  from  the  Honourable  the 
Court  of  Directors  wherein  they  say  that  nothing  relative  to  the 
fortifying  Dongri  must  be  undertaken  until  they  have  my  sentiments 
thereon.  In  my  letter  to  the  Honourable  Board  under  the  20th 
November  1764  I have  given  it  as  my  opinion  that  fortifying  Dongri 


Couit  to  Bombay  22nd  March  1765  para  117,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Yol.  7 of  1765  - 
1768,  68.  2 Engineer  to  Goveruiuent  4tli  Feb.  1766,  Pub.  Diary  46  of  1766,  93. 

3 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  4th  Feb.  1766,  Pub.  Diary  46  of  1766,  87. 
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a;vas  by  no  means  to  be  neglected.  For  supposing  the  whole  o£  our 
Ivorks  to  be  completely  finished  and  an  enemy  in  possession  o£  Dongri, 
It  has  so  very  formidable  a command  that  the  place  must  infallibly 
tall  in  a short  time.  I beg  leave  to  take  the  liberty  to  recommend 
to  your  notice  the  great  necessity  of  carrying  on  the  works  in  general, 
viaving  at  this  time  the  advantage  of  a tranquil  peace.  For  should  it 
tiappen  that  war  were  to  break  out  between  any  European  Powers 
:and  the  Honourable  Company,  the  works  then  must  be  carried  on 
t with  such  hurry  and  confusion  as  must  be  attended  with  many  incon- 
Gveuieuces  particularly  the  two  following : First  the  procuring  more 
3than  600  or  700  labourers  at  short  notice  becomes  at  all  times  very 
] expensive.  I may  venture  to  say  one-half  more  than  at  present  since 
rin  such  extremities  they  must  be  furnished  with  provisions.  Secondly^ 
[iworks  obliged  to  be  carried  into  execution  upon  emergencies  of  this 
[kind  are  seldom  if  ever  properly  conducted.  The  people  employed 
on  them  are  mostly  unacquainted  with  their  business,  so  that  badly 
[ put  together  works  are  (it  may  be)  scarcely  finished  before  an  enemy 
Jattacks  them.  The  consequence  is  the  works  are  fired  from  before 
ithey  are  half  cemented.  It  follows  that  by  the  explosion  of  our 
dcannon  they  are  shaken  and  rent  to  pieces,  perhaps  to  the  very  found- 
elation.  And,  if  you  are  so  lucky  as  to  keep  possession  of  them,  they 
alare  constantly  in  want  of  repair.  These  are  some  of  the  bad  conse- 
)jquences  that  may  arise  from  want  of  timely  determination  which  I beg 
ileave  to  submit  to  your  better  consideration.^ 

Two  days  later,  on  the  11th  February,  the  Board  ordered  that  this 
qreport  follow  this  Consultation  and  a copy  be  transmitted  to  our 
D|  Honourable  Masters  by  the  True  Briton.^ 

LI  At  the  close  of  the  rains  of  1766,  21st  October  1766  the  Principal 
d Engineer  made  the  following  recommendations  : As  the  season  is  now 
Gjiopened  I beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  Board  the  finishing  the  retaining 
:^wall  of  the  rampart  within  the  town  to  commence  near  the  Apollo 
\sGate.  This  work  I the  more  warmly  recommend  as  the  works  of 
sthe  body  in  general  sustain  the  greatest  damage  for  want  of  the 
)isaid  wall  and  the  cattle  having  free  access  to  all  parts  of  the 
u rampart  and  parapet  a heavy  daily  expense  is  thereby  incurred. 
Q An  additional  advantage  will  be  gained  by  carrying  on  this  work 
[ at  present  as  it  is  nearly  connected  with  the  works  in^  hand  and  is 
omore  immediately  under  close  inspection.  The  additional  expense 
of  carrying  this  work  on,  all  materials  included,  will  be  about 
..bPs.  2400  a month.  I must  once  more  beg  leave  to  mention  a,nd 
recommend  to  the  Board^s  most  serious  attention  and  consideration 
Hhe  absolute  necessity  for  commencing  the  fortifying  of  Dongri 
Uhilh  To  leave  this  post  in  its  present  defenceless  state  must  in 
)tcase  of  an  attack  infallibly  cause  the  loss  of  Bombay.  In  order  that 
ithe  Honourable  Court  of  Directors  may  the  more  fully  and  clearly 
6 understand  the  situation  and  consequence  of  Dongri  I take  the 
liberty  of  making  the  following  remarks.  The  Mandvi  and  Royal 


^ Priiicipfil  Engineer  to  Government  9tli  Feb  1766,  Pub.  Di-Uiy  46  of  1766,  100*102* 
2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  11th  Feb.  1766,  Pub.  Diary  46  of  1766,  05. 
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bastions  are  the  extremity  of  the  sea  or  harbour  (as  also  the  land-i 
faces)  bearing  nearly  north  by  west  and  south  by  east.  The  town  is  > 
an  oblong  widening  gradually  from  the  Mandvi  to  the  Eoyal  bastions!?; 
of  which  the  above  bastions  are  the  greatest  extremities  and  is'^ 
composed  of  six  more  bastions  facing  towards  Back  Bay  and  thc^ 
land.  Dongri  hill  the  greatest  height  in  the  town,  bears  nearly \; 
north  of  the  Mhndvi  bastion,  distance  329  yards,  its  height  36 'i 
feet  above  the  terreplein  of  the  rampart.  By  being  so  advantageously  v 
situated  Dongri  hill  has  a most  formidable  plunging  fire  both  ini. 
reverse  and  enfilade  into  all  the  sea  and  most  of  the  land  faces  oft 
the  town.  An  enemy  once  in  possession  of  Dongri  and  their  batteries'?; 
judiciously  erected,  it  would  be  next  to  impossible  for  the  place  to  make;?: 
any  tolerable  defence.  No  wonder  if  the  most  alarming  consequences ■>: 
are  to  be  dreaded  from  the  neglect  of  a post  of  so  great  importance,  ^ 
the  more  especially  as  the  hill  is  naturally  formed  and  situated  to  adroit  t 
of  being  strongly  fortified  at  a moderate  expense.  If  stronglyv 
fortified  and  sufficiently  garrisoned  I wdll  venture  to  affirm,  considering  4* 
our  great  distance  from  Europe  and  the  many  disadvantages  an  enemyv 
labours  under  in  such  expeditions,  Dongri  will  most  effectually v 
secure  the  Honourable  Company’s  settlements  on  this  coast.  I amii 
now  preparing*  and  in  a few  clays  shall  lay  before  the  Board  a plan  of  t 
the  works  which  I think  the  most  adapted  and  least  expensive  fort 
securing  Dongri.^ 

This  letter  was  read  at  the  same  day^s  Consultation  when  thoi! 
Board  remarked  : Bead  a letter  from  the  princijoal  engineer  Captain  a 
Thomas  Keating,  recommending  the  comp»leting  the  retaining  wall  of  ^ 
the  rampart  within  the  town  and  urging  the  necessity  of  erecting  a 
fortification  upon  Dongri  hill.  The  consideration  of  this  is  deferred d 
until  the  plan  he  mentions  in  his  letter  is  ready  to  be  laid  before  us.^ 

At  a Consultation,  the  28th  October,  the  same  year,  the  PrincipaL: 
Engineer  submitted  a plan  regarding  Dongri,  when  the  Board  remarked : ; 
The  principal  engineer  now  delivers  a rough  draft  of  the  work  he^ 
proposes  to  erect  upon  Dongri  hill.  As  the  determining  of  this  f 
seems  to  be  a matter  of  great  importance,  it  is  agreed  to  meet  again ti 
to-morrow  purposely  to  consider  thereof  when  the  major  and  engineer 
must  also  be  present.  In  the  meantime  the  Secretary  is  directed  to  have  j 
recourse  to  our  Honourable  Masters’,  late  orders  on  this  subject  that.'; 
we  may  regulate  ourselves  conformable  thereto  in  the  resolution  we  ? 
may  take  on  the  engineer'’s  letter.^ 

As  agreed  on  the  previous  day,  on  the  29th  October  the  Board  met  *j 
to  consider  the  proposals  regarding  Dongri  hill.  The  Bombay  Diary  v 
of  that  day  has  the  following  entry  : hlet  agreeable  to  our  resolution  r 
purposely  to  take  into  consideration  the  principal  engineer’s  letter  1 
read  and  entered  the  21st  instant  wherein  he  recommends  the  ? 
finishing  the  retaining  wall  of  the  rampart  within  the  town  and  ?; 
strongly  urges  the  necessity  of  erecting  a fortification  upon  Dongri ' 


^ Principal  Engineer  to  Government  21st  Oct.  1766,  Pnb.  Diary  47  of  1766,  687- 
689.  2 Pom.  Gov.  Consultation  21st  Oct.  1766,  Pub.  Diary  47  of  1766,  684- 680. 
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hill  agreeable  to  a plan  yesterday  laid  before  us.  His  letter  being 
(reperused  and  duly  and  maturely  weighed  and  considered  and  the 
[finishing  the  retaining  wall  of  the  rampart  appearing  to  us  to  be  a 
ivery  necessary  work  and  one  that  must  sooner  or  later  be  completed, 
]and  as  he  represents  the  monthly  ex23ense  of  it  will  not  exceed  Bs.  2400, 
he  is  ordered  to  carry  the  same  info  execution  without  loss  of  time. 
(Notwithstanding  the  very  urgent  manner  in  which  the  principal  engineer 
■.sets  forth  the  necessity  of  erecting  a fortification  upon  Dongri  hill^ 

> as  on  reference  to  our  Honourable  Masters’’  orders  for  these  three  years 
(5 past,  we  find  they  expressly  forbid  this  work  being  carried  on  without 
i further  orders  from  them_,  we  cannot  possibly  proceed  thereon  until 
qsuch  orders  are  received.  Therefore  that  no  further  time  may  be  lost 
in  setting  about  this  necessary  work^  Captain  Keating  is  ordered  to 
[ finish  the  plan  now  before  us  in  a ^^I'oper  manner  and  to  prepare  a 
cprofile  of  the  hill  to  be  transmitted  to  our  Honourable  Masters  by  the 
iRoyal  Charlotte  with  any  remarks  or  explanations  he  may  'think 
oproper  to  lead  them  or  those  whom  they  may  be  pleased  to  consult  on 
3the  occasion  to  form  a proper  judgment  thereof.  It  is  agreed  that  at 
jthe  same  time  we  set  forth  the  absolute  necessity  of  this  work  being 
:^,erected  without  delay  and  desire  their  final  orders  regarding  it.^ 

>:  On  the  25th  November  the  same  year  as  desired  in  the  j)revious 
[(month,  the  Principal  Engineer  submits  to  Government  a survey  of 
[(Dongri.  Captain  Keating  writes  : Agreeable  to  your  orders  of  the  29th 
! (ultimo,  I now  lay  before  you  a survey  of  Dongri  hill  taking  in  the 
'(space  of  six  hundred  yards  from  the  salient  angle  of  the  Mandvi  bastion 
with  one  centre  and  five  cross  and  diagonal  sections  of  that  ]3lot  as  also 
j my  design  for  fortifying  the  said  hill.  Uj^on  examining  with  accuracy 
(into  the  present  state  of  the  old  tower  laid  down  in  the  ]3lan  I find 
jthe"  late  Captain  Werner  succeeded  so  far  in  his  intentions  of  demolish- 
(ing  it  from  the  top  of  the  parapet  to  within  four  feet  of  its  offset.  I am 
not  able  to  give  any  kind  of  reason  (nor  do  I believe  it  possible  to 
’give  a good  reason)  for  his  attempting  to  demolish  the  said  tower. 
[For  let  the  form  given  to  the  defences  of  the  hill  be  what  it  will 
ithey  must  at  all  events  take  in  the  tower.  Equally  certainly  the 
-tower  must  be  a work  of  the  utmost  consequence  being’  so  high  as  to 
have  a very  formidable  command  over  an  enemy  in  the  whole  of  their 
ajjproaches  either  against  Dongri  or  the  adjacent  polygon  of  the  town. 

. The  finding  the  said  tower  cannot  be  turned  to  so  good  an  account  as 
: I at  first  expected,  has  led  me  to  make  some  alterations  in  my  first 
' i design.  Tliis  I think  when  executed  will  fully  answer  the  defending 
i this  post.  In  this  design  I have  endeavoured  to  help  nature  at  as 
n little  expense  as  is  possible  by  not  extending  the  works  more  than 
what  cannot  possibly  be  avoided  without  the  place  becoming  so  very 
small  as  to  be  able  to  make  only  a like  small  defence.  On  the  other 
i hand  had  the  design  been  more  extensive  the  expense  would  be  greatly 
increased  by  carrying  the  works  on  the  low  ground  which  of  course 
must  very  much  enlarge  the  expense  of  masonry.  My  reasons  for  not 
making  any  works  to  flank  the  west  face  of  the  S.  W.  B.  S.  bastion' 
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and  the  N.  E.  B.  N.  face  of  the  S.  S.  E.  bastion  was  that  in  my 
opinion  an  enemy  will  never  venture  to  carry  on  an  attack  against  the 
former  as  in  tliat  case  they  must  be  situated  between  two  very 
heavy  fires.  And  supposing  they  should  first  take  the  town  they  then 
would  find  themselves  very  severely  galled  in  their  approaches  on  the 
angle  of  this  bastion  by  a heavy  plunging  fire  from  the  round  tower  : 
which  by  being  so  much  above  them  they  will  find  very  hard  to  ruin 
even  in  its  defences.  There  may  likewise  be  a temporary  battery  erected 
near  the  gorge  of  the  S.  W.  B.  W.  demi-bastion  that  will  also  flank  s 
the  said  face.  In  regard  to  the  N.  E.  B.  N.  face  of  the  S.  S.  E.. 
bastion  there  is  no  ground  for  an  enemy  to  work  on.  Even  if  there  was, 
great  part  of  the  objections  is  removed  by  the  same  advantages  from 
the  old  tower  and  a like  battery  near  the  gorge  of  the  other  demi- 
bastion.  Although  the  design  is  small  yet  we  shall  be  able  to  present  ' 
a pretty  formidable  front  to  the  hill.  And  the  curtains  being  arched  ; 
afford  very  commodious  repositories  for  all  kinds  of  stores  and  provisions. 
The  magazines,  from  their  situation  near  the  flanks  of  the  bastions,  will  be 
very  secure.  Should,  after  a length  of  siege,  we  be  obliged  to  evacuate  . 
the  fort,  the  magazines  being  used  as  mines  will  serve  to  open  the  ; 
whole  front  to  the  adjacent  polygon  so  that  an  enemy  will  not  find 
their  expectations  so  fully  answered  as  they  might  hope.  The  arched 
rooms  of  the ’rampart  with  a little  trouble  maybe  turned  to  the  same  . 
use  as  likewise  the  round  tower.  As  a great  deal  depends  on  the  place 
making  a long  defence  we  should  endeavour  to  make  use  of  every  art 
in  order  to  spin  time  to  its  greatest  verge  so  as  to  be  able  to  benefit 
from  the  many  casualties  to  which  an  army  in  these  climates  is  liable, 
as  likewise  from  any  succours  which  may  be  expected  from  our  other 
settlements.  A long  defence  in  a great  measure  depends  on  being  ^ 
able  to  keep  up  a good  and  safe  communication  between  the  town  and 
Dongri  fort,  in  order  that  in  case  of  an  attack  on  the  said  fort  there 
may  be  a constant  relief  of  fresh  troops  thrown  into  it  every  twenty- 
four  hours.  For  those  reasons  too  much  care  or  pains  cannot  be  taken ' 
to  have  such  a communication.  This  will  I think  be  fully  answered 
in  my  design  as  I intend  the  communication  to  be  covered  with  a 
strong  parapet  wall  seven  and  a half  feet  high  covered  with  a glacis  - 
which  from  its  situation  is  very  little  subject  to  an  enfilade.  Upon 
the  whole  I think  the  form  of  this  design  will  fully  prevent  an  enemy 
possessing  themselves  of  this  post  without  a regular  and  obstinate 
siege.  Should  they  think  it  best  first  to  reduce  the  town  and  in  that 
attempt  succeed,  I think  our  army  by  sending  a good  part  of  their 
stores  into  Dongri  and  taking  post  to  the  northward  of  it,  might 
change  the  scene  and  from  the  besieged  become  the  besiegers.  Or  at 
least  prolong  the  reduction  of  the  island  until  we  received  succours 
• or  might  be  able  to  form  proper  connections  on  the  continent.  From 
considering  the  sections  of  the  plan  now  before  you  and  by  the 
knowledge  each  gentleman  in  Council  has  of  the  hilFs  situation  and 
form,  the  Honourable  Board  will  be  able  to  form  a complete  judgment 
of  the  matter.  To  these  plans  I therefore  beg  leave  to  refer.^ 


i Principal  Engineer  Thomas  Keating  to  Government  25th  Nov.  1766,  Puh.  PiarytT 
of  1766,781-784. 
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On  the  above  letter  at  their  Consultation  the  same  day  the  Board 
h'emark  : Read  a letter  from  the  Principal  Engineer  accompanying  his 
gplan  for  fortifying  Dongri.  This  plan  is  now  inspected  by  the  Board 
iwith  copy  of  the  letter  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Honourable 
cCourt  of  Directors  by  the  Royal  Charlotte  agreeable  to  our  resolution 
;o£  the  29th  ultimo.^ 

I On  the  18th  of  November  1766  Colonel  Keating  the  principal 
iJengineeiy  submitted  his  third  progress  report.  He  writes  : Under  the 
S9th  February  last  I laid  before  the  Honourable  Board  the  progress 
^made  in  the  new  fortifications  from  my  arrival  to  that  day.  I am 
(jnow  to  inform  your  Honours  what  has  been  done  from  that  time  to 
ijthis  date.  Except  the  doors  and  window  shutters  of  the  arched 
)|rooms,  the  Church  gate  ravelin  is  now  complete  and  the  guns  are 
Demounted  thereon.  The  dock  pier  head  wants  nothing  more  than  the 
^masonry  filling  round  the  mast  which  could  not  be  done  in  the  rains. 
IFinishing  this  will  be  the  work  of  a few  days.  ExcejDt  laying  the 
[^platforms,  making  the  banquettes^  cleaning  a small  part  of  the  ditch, 
•land  fixing  the  standing  and  drawbridge  the  Apollo  ravelin  is 
efinished.  The  retaining  wall  of  the  glacis  has  been  carried  round  from 
)jthe  salient  angle  of  the  Apollo  gate  ravelin  to  the  Church  gate 
m'avelin  in  length  2818  feet  containing  3870  solid  feet  of  masonry. 
4The  glacis  is  carried  from  its  extremity  near  the  salient  angle  of  the 
oBoyal  bastion  round  the  S.  W.  redoubt  or  ravelin  in  length  2083 
efeet.  The  palisading  of  the  covert  way  has  been  carried  from  the 
tsalient  angle  of  the  Apollo  ravelin  to  the  salient  angle  of  the  S.  W. 
nravelin  in  length  about  1150  feet.  As  I found  the  S.  W.  and  W. 
qravelin  would  be  trifling  works  and  of  very  little  use  if  finished  accord- 
^ing  to  Mr.  Werner^s  plan,  1 have  carried  on  their  faces  and  terminated 
sjthem  on  the  counterscarp  of  the  body  and  communicated  their  ditches 
liwith  the  main  ditch.  These  alterations  render  them  much  more  for- 
jimidable  as  the  curtain  and  adjacent  flanks  are  better  covered  and  the 
creommunication  of  the  ditches  prevents  them  from  being  carried  ])y 
i^assault  to  which  they  were  very  liable  before  b}^  having  their  ditches 
fidetached  and  their  gorge  open  to  the  covert  way.  This  will  be  more 
::fiplainly  demonstrated  by  reference  to  Mr.  M^erner’s  plan.  Being  in 
o'great  want  of  magazines  and  store  rooms  I have  constructed  one  small 
;£magazine  in  each  of  those  ravelins  capable  of  containing  upwards  of 
I'lthree  hundred  barrels  of  powder  each.  Also  one  store  room  for  holding 
othe  artillery  apparatus  of  the  work.  Those  magazines  and  store  rooms 
sare  quite  secured ; they  will  be  very  useful  and  the  expense  is 
t little.  I have  also  opened  a communication  from  the  body  of  the  place 
to  each  of  those  ravelins.  This  communication  which  was  entirely 
rfmritted  in  Mr.  Werner^s  design,  makes  those  works  capable  of  being 
jldef ended  to  the  last  extremity  and  then  affords  a safe  retreat.  The 
' S.  M.  ravelin  is  raised  all  round  within  four  feet  of  the  cordon  stone, 
£he  pillars  for  the  bridge  of  communication  are  finished,  the  timber  for 
Tube  standing  part  of  the  bridge  laid,  and  the  passage  of  communication 
dirough  the  curtain  is  raised  to  the  spring  of  the  arch.  The  west 
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ravelin  has  its  ramparts  something  more  advanced  and  the  pillars 
of  the  bridge  of  communication  are  finished.  But  the  passage  through 
the  curtain  is  not  yet  begun.  Upon  the  whole  the  works  on  this 
side  of  the  town  are  so  far  advanced  as  to  give  me  hopes  of  having 
it  in  my  power  to  get  the  whole  of  the  fortification  from  the  Apollo 
gate  to  the  Church  gate  (except  filling  the  glacis)  finished  both  body 
and  out- works  by  the  setting  in  of  the  ensuing  rains. 

I hope  by  the  sailing  of  the  next  ship  to  be  able  to  lay  a plan  of  the 
works  in  general  (with  the  alterations  and  additions  made  by  me) 
before  the  Board  which  will  the  more  fully  explain  to  the  Honourable 
Court  of  Directors  the  advantages  gained  thereby.^ 

On  perusing  the  same  day  the  above  letter  from  the  Principal 
Engineer  giving  an  account  of  the  progress  made  in  the  works  since 
the  1 'rue  Brito departure,  the  Board  ordered  it  to  be  entered  in  the 
diary  and  a copy  transmitted  to  the  Court  of  Directors.^ 

About  this  time  (1766),  regarding  the  fortifications  of  Bombav, 
Mr.  Forbes  (Or.  Mem.  I.  151)  writes  : The  town  of  Bombay  is  about 
two  miles  in  circumference  surrounded  by  modern  fortifications  with  a 
fosse,  draAvbridges,  three  principal  gates  and  several  sallyports  ; but 
the  works  having  been  constructed  under  different  engineers  without 
any  regular  plan  cannot  boast  of  the  strength  or  uniformity  which 
would  otherwise  have  characterized  them. 

In  their  Bombay  letter  of  the  4th  April  1767  the  Court  make  the 
following  remarks  on  a plan  for  cleaning  the  town  ditch  proposed  in  a 
Bombay  Despatch  of  the  29th  April  1766:  AVe  approve  the  method 
you  propose  of  cleaning  the  town  ditch  under  direction  of  our  paymaster. 
It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  the  ditch  cleaned  m a proper  manner, 
otherwise  its  state  might  have  a bad  effect  upon  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  expense  of  this  cleaning  must  be  charged  to  the  town. 

On  the  15th  May  1767,  Colonel  Keating,  the  principal  engineer, 
laid  before  Government  his  plan  of  the  fortifications  of  the  town.  He 
writes  : I now  lay  before  the  Honourable  Board  a plan  of  the  fortifi- 
cations of  the  town  of  Bombay,  showing  the  alterations  and  additions 
made  by  me.  My  reasons  for  these  changes  I gave  the  Board  under  the 
18th  November  1766,  and  to  them  I beg  leave  to  refer.  Under  the 
said  date  I laid  before  you  the  then  state  of  the  Avorks,  since  Avhich 
time  I have  done  as  follows.  Finished  the  dock  pier  head  j raised  a 
travel  se  baibette  at  the  extremity  of  the  curtain  near  the  pier  bastion 
to  command  ships  heading  into  the  road ; raised  a barbette  battery 
on  the  south-east  face  of  the  Boyal  bastion  for  the  above  purpose  j 
altei^ed  the  south-west  face  and  new  laid  the  platforms  of  the  Royal 
bastion  so  as  to  have  a fire  to  command  the  passage  from  Old  AYomaUs 


’ Principal  Engineer  Col.  Keating  to  Government  18th  Kov.  1766  Pnb  Diarv  47  of 
1766,  753  - 755.  ’ ^ ' 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  18tli  Kov.  1766,  Pub.  Diary  47  of  1766  750 
2 Court  to  Bombay  4tli  April  1767  para  84,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  7 of  1765.1768, 
259.  Comp,  of  btandmg  Orel.  Vol.  2 of  1759  - 1788,  195.  The  ditch  had  hitherto  been 
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i island  on  which  hitherto  not  a single  gun  bore  ; finished  and  repaired 
( the  parapet  of  the  body  and  banquettes  from  the  salient  angle  of  the  Pier 
i bastion  to  the  north  flank  of  the  Stanhope  bastion  excepting  that  part 
: immediately  adjoining  the  passage  of  communication  to  the  south-west 

I ravelin  ; finished  the  retaining  wall  of  the  ramparts  and  its  talus  (or 
} slope)  from  the  Pier  bastion  to  the  Church  gate  in  length  three  hundred 
f and  seventy  toises^  containing  about  41^050  solid  feet  of  masonry,  and 
. filled  in  the  rampart ; raised  a traverse  cavalier  in  the  gorge  of  the 
[Church  bastion,  containing  about  21,756  solid  feet  of  masonry,  and 
. filled  with  earth ; the  Queen's  lunette  is  finished,  platforms  laid,  and 
! ready  to  receive  its  guns. 

The  work  of  filling  the  glacis  has  been  carried  from  the  south-west 
, ravelin  nearly  to  the  salient  angle  of  the  west  ravelin,  in  length  about 
ninety-two  toises.  This  work  has  been  very  heavy  being  most  part 
^.:deep  hollow  ways.  Palisading  the  covert  way  has  not  been  much 
[advanced  for  want  of  timber.  The  south-west  and  west  ravelins  are 
• well  advanced,  I believe  they  will  be  finished  (except  laying  the  plat- 
forms, flooring  of  the  magazines  and  bridges)  in  about  six  weeks. 

I I his  is  the  present  state  of  the  fortifications.  I have  taken  every  step 
in  mv  power  to  forward  them  with  the  greatest  expedition  and  as  little 

; expense  as  possible.^ 

On  perusing  the  above  letter  the  same  day  the  Board  resolve  that  a 
■copy  of  this  letter  with  a plan  of  the  fortifications  in  their  present 
estate,  be  transmitted  by  Devoasklre  to  our  Honourable  Masters.^ 

On  the  23rd  December  the  principal  engineer  submitted  a farther 
"progress  report.  He  writes  : Agreeable  to  an  order  of  the  Honour- 
cable  Board  sent  me  this  day  by  Mr.  Secretary  Bamsay,  f now  lay 
before  you  the  progress  made  in  the  Honourable  Company's  fortifica- 
tions since  the  1 5th  of  last  May.  The  glacis  near  the  salient  angle  of 
the  west  ravelin  has  been  completed  in  length  upwards  of  50  toises. 
[This  part  being  a very  deep  chasm  has  been  attended  with  heavy  labour. 

, The  palisading  of  the  covert  way  has  been  carried  from  the  salient 
anMe  of  the  south-west  ravelin  to  the  salient  angle  of  the  space  left 
for"a  lunette  opposite  to  the  S.  S.  west  face  of  Church  gate  ravelin,  in 
length  1839  feet.  Ter  race  platforms  and  banquettes  have  been  made 
to  the  Apollo  ravelin,  the  arched  rooms  of  its  gateway  plastered, 
the  guard  rooms  paved,  the  ditch  finished,  and  the  standing  and  draw- 
bridge completed,  except  the  balance  beam  j so  that  this  work  is  ready 
to  receive  its  guns.  A new  bridge  has  been  made  to  the  Apollo  gate, 
the  old  being  too  narrow,  as  also  much  decayed.  The  south-west  and 
west  ravelins  are  completed  except  laying  the  platforms,  laying  the 
magazine  floors  (which  is  near  half  finished),  and  arching  the  passages 
of  communication.  All  these  will  be  done  this  season.  A guard  room 
has  been  built  in  the  rampart  adjoining  the  Church  gate  for  the 
, use  of  that  guard  as  also  necessary  houses.  On  the  5th  of  May  last 


’ Principal  Engineer  Col.  Keating  to  Government  15tli  May  1767,  Pub.  Diary  48  of 
1767,330-331. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  15tli  May  1767,  Pub.  Diary  48  of  1767,  329, 
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I lined  out  the  new  ravelin  marked  in  the  plan  26,  and,  previous  to  the 
Honourable  Governor's  knowledge,  took  the  liberty  to  name  it 
Hodges’  ravelin.  It  is  now  raised  in  all  j)arts  eleven  feet  above  the  level 
of  its  ditch.  The  contents  of  the  masonry  now  finished  is  129,154 
solid  feet ; part  of  its  ditch  is  formed ; the  glacis  from  the  salient 
angle  of  the  Church  gate  ravelin  to  the  salient  angle  of  HodgesC 
ravelin  is  complete,  in  length  229  toises  ; as  also  the  retaining  wall,  in 
length  1368  feet  containing  18,240  solid  feet  of  masonry. 

The  21st  of  last  September  I set  about  removing  the  sand  hill  and 
levelling  the  esj)lanade  to  the  northward  of  the  Church  gate.  Since 
that  time,  as  near  as  I can  compute,  uj) wards  of  480,000  solid  feet  of 
sand  and  earth  have  been  removed  from  the  sand  hills  and  filled  into  holes 
and  the  low  batty  grounds  between  the  Church  gate  and  Moormen^s 
burying  ground.  This  is  a work  ^yhich  is  attended  with  great  trouble. 
Nevertheless  it  is  indispensably  necessary,  as  great  part  of  the  sand 
hills  are  upwards  of  ten  feet  higher  than  the  level  of  the  esplanade, 
while  the  batty  grounds  are  so  very  low  and  also  dry  in  the  fair 
season  that  an  enemy  might  make  their  apj)roaches  on  that  side  with- 
out our  guns  causing  them  more  than  a very  slight  annoyance. 

On  the  8th  November  last  a road  was  commenced  leading  from  the 
Church  gate  to  the  black  town,  and  one  branching  from  it  to  the 
road  leading  from  the  bazdr  gate.  These  roads  are  to  confine; 
carriages  and  other  vehicles  from  cutting  the  glacis  and  esplanade,  the: 
repairs  of  which  must  be  attended  wuth  expense.  Each  road  is  forty 
feet  wide.  The  road  from  Church  gate  to  the  black  town  is  carried 
\'ery  near  its  full  length  of  360  yards.  Another  branch  from  this  road 
leading  672  feet  to  the  English  burying  ground  is  nearly  finished. 
On  the  1st  of  last  November  the  work  of  removing  the  ujoper  part  of 
the  Governors  late  dwelling  house  in  the  Castle  was  begun.  The 
lower  parts  or  as  much  as  may  be  found  serviceable  are  intended  to  be 
arched,  and  made  bomb-proof  for  holding  artillery  and  other  stores,  as  also' 
for  lodging  the  Governor  in  time  of  a siege.  The  upper  story,  except 
that  part  immediately  over  the  laboratory,  is  removed.  How  many 
of  the  lower  apartments  will  answ^er  the  proposed  end  is  not  in  my 
power  at  present  to  determine  as  they  aj)pear  to  be  in  a very  ruinous 
state.  ^ 

At  the  same  day'^s  Consultation  the  Board  read  the  above  letter  from 
the  Principal  Engineer  giving  an  account  of  the  progress  of  the  works, 
copy  of  which  the  Board  ordered  to  be  entered  in  the  diary  and  also  to 
be  transmitted  to  the  Court  of  Directors.^ 

On  the  22nd  January  1768,  with  a view  to  render  the 
serviceable  both  for  defence  and  landing,  the  Board  direct : As  the  Pier 
head  is  now  carrying  on  and  may,  as  is  represented  to  us,  be  constructed 
so  as  to  serve  both  for  the  defence  of  the  harbour  and  for  landing  of 


^ Principal  Engineer  Colonel  Tliomas  Keating  to  Government  23rcl  Dec.  1767,  Pat. 
Diary  49  of  1767,  754-756. 

2 Bombay  Gov.  Consultation  23rd  Dec.  1767,  Pub.  Diary  49  of  1767,  745. 
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■voods^  the  Principal  Eng*ineer  must  for  this  reason  be  joined  with  the  Chapter  IV- 
superintendent  in  the  construction  of  this  work.^  Fortifi^tions 

It  has  been  noted  that  Captain  Keating^s  plan  and  profile  of  the  .and  Buildings, 
j^vorks  to  be  erected  at  Dongri  together  with  his  letter  on  the  subject  pono-ri  Hill 

.vvere  transmitted  to  the  Court  of  Directors.  On  considering  these  and  Fort, 

(papers  the  Court  write  to  Bombay  on  the  18th  March  1768  : Captain  ^768. 

sLeatiug^s  plan  and  profile  of  the  works  proposed  to  be  erected  on 
Dongri  hill  with  his  letter  setting  forth  the  advantages  and  almost 


absolute  necessity  of  them  have  been  considered.  We  have  determined 
not  to  fortify  the  hill  but  to  destroy  it.  Though  the  removal  of  the 
iiill  is  represented  to  be  a work  that  will  require  a great  length  of  time, 
we  apprehend  if  it  is  begun  on  that  part  of  the  hill  next  to  the  present 
(works  of  the  town  wall,  so  much  may  be  removed  in  the  course  of  a 
j^rear  as  to  prevent  any  great  danger  by  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  an 
'.snemy.  Building  a fort  will  be  attended  with  a great  and  almost 
leonstant  expense.  Besides  this  fort  will  draw  off  a part  of  our  forces 
from  the  works  within  the  town.  Further  its  possible  fall  into  the 
hands  of  an  enemy  would  be  attended  with  fatal  consequences.  As 
you  have  now  our  resolution  to  demolish  Dongri  no  time  must  be  lost 
in  carrying  it  into  execution.  The  stones  may  be  taken  away  as 
ballast  for  ships.  If  no  other  method  can  be  found  an  order  must  be 
made  that  all  ships  and  vessels  sailing  from  your  port  must  take  their 
ballast  from  Dongri  which  will  save  the  exj3ense  of  removing  the  stones. 
iWe  shall  depend  ujDon  your  utmost  attention  with  regard  to  this  great 
work  now  to  be  carried  on,  that  all  possible  frugality  be  observed  in 
ievery  instance.  See  that  such  of  our  covenant  servants  as  may  be 
employed  for  paying  and  inspecting  the  labourers  are  those  you  can 
depend  upon.  If  any  people  can  be  found  that  would  undertake 
blowing  up  the  hill  by  contract  we  should  be  better  pleased  with  that 
mode  of  carrying  on  this  work  than  any  other.  We  are  informed  that 
some  work  of  this  kind  has  been  done  at  a quarter  rupee  the  square 
foot.  The  committee  of  works  must  also  regularly  inspect  the 
accounts  and  lay  before  the  Board  a monthly  statement  thereof.- 

Though  the  Court  ordered  the  demolition  of  Dongri,  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  same  letter  they  provide  for  a final  inquiry.  They  write  ; From 
the  ample  testimonials  we  have  received  of  the  abilities  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Archibald  Campbell,  wm  have  been  induced  to  appoint  him  our 
Chief  Engineer  at  Bengal.  In  order  to  render  his  services  as  extensively 
useful  to  the  Company  as  possible,  he  takes  passage  first  to  your 
Presidency  on  the  ship  Thames.  Then  he,  in  conjunction  with  Colonel 
Keating,  may  take  a survey  of  the  works  and  fortifications  thereat. 
What  we  have  more  particularly  in  view  in  this  service  is  that  those 
gentlemen  should  also  take  a survey  of  Dongri  hill,  and  give  their 
sentiments  as  to  the  propriety  of  its  demolition  or  erecting  a fort 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  22nd  Jan.  17G8,  Pub.  Diary  50  of  1768,  105.  In  their  letter 
to  Bombay  on  the  31st  Mar.  1769  para  63,  the  Court  approve  the  Bombay  orders  relating 
to  this  double  use  of  the  Pier  Head.  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  8 of  1769  - 1771,  40. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  18th  March  1768  paras  100  and  101,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters 
Pol.  7 of  1765-1768,  335-S36.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759-1788,  196. 
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thereon.  Whatever  may  be  their  opinion  in  this  respect  must  guide 
you  in  giving  the  necessary  orders  accordingly,  notwithstanding  it 
may  be  entirely  opposite  to  our  direction  for  demolishing  the  hill  as 
expressed  under  the  fifth  head,  paragraphs  100  and  101.^ 

In  the  same  letter  the  Court  order  the  following  appointments  of 
engineers  and  military  officers  ; Notwithstanding  the  advancement 
of  Captain  Thomas  Keating  to  be  Lieutenant- Colonel  of  artillery,  he 
is  still  to  continue  in  his  employ  of  Principal  Engineer  with  his  present' 
salary  of  £300  a year.  This  is  to  be  in  fall  for  all  allowances  on 
account  of  that  station.  Captain  Nilson  the  joresent  assistant 
engineer  to  Lieutenant- Colonel  Keating  is  to  continue  as  assistant 
with  his  pay  of  ten  shillings  a day  over  and  above  his  pay  and 
emoluments  as  Captain  of  an  artillery  company  in  the  manner  he. 
now  enjoys.  Mr.  Lockhart  Bussell  who  now  j^roceeds  to  Bombay 
is  to  be  second  assistant  engineer  to  Lieutenant- Colonel  Thomasi 
Keating  in  the  engineering  department.  For  this  his  allowance  is  to: 
be  ten  shillings  a day  and  his  rank  with  respect  to  the  military  corps,' 
is  to  be  that  of  Captain.  The  said  Mr.  Bussell  is  also  to  have  a 
company  of  artillery  on  the  first  vacancy  that  shall  happen  after 
Major  d homas  Lee  is  provided  for  when  he  is  to  have  the  usual  pay 
as  Captain  with  the  benefit  arising  from  clothing.  But  as  Mr. 
BusselFs  beforementioned  allowance  of  ten  shillings  a day  as  assistant 
engineer  will  not  be  a sufficient  maintenance,  until  he  gets  the 
command  of  a company,  we  direct,  until  that  event  happens,  he  have 
an  additional  allowance  of  ten  shillings  a day,  which  said  additional: 
allowance  is  to  cease  upon  his  succeeding  to  a company.  It  is  oni 
pleasure  and  we  accordingly  direct  that  upon  a vacancy  by  the  death 
or  otherwise  of  either  Captain  Nilson  or  Captain  Bussell,  the  survivor 
be  the  assistant  engineer,  it  being  our  meaning  that  after  such  an 
event  there  should  be  only  one  principal  assistant.” 

It  has  been  noted  that  on  his  way  to  Bengal  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell  was  to  visit  Bombay  and  survey  Dongri  and  the  other  forts 
On  the  18th  October  1768,  after  inspection,  Colonel  Campbell  writes 
to  the  Bombay  Government : Agreeable  to  your  orders  of  the  30th  ol 
July,  I have,  in  conjunction  with  Colonel  Keating,  taken  a survey  ol 
the  fortifications  of  Bombay,  and  executed  such  sections  of  the  principa. 
grounds  in  their  environs  as  were  necessary  to  determine  me  in  tli( 
propriety  of  crazing  or  fortifying  Dongri  hill.^  That  my  particulai 
sentiments  in  this  respect  may  be  fully  and  clearly  understood  and 
viewed  in  their  proper  light,  it  is  necessary  that  I should  lay  before  you 
Sir  and  this  Honourable  Board  a state  of  the  fortifications  as  thej 
stand  at  present,  being  the  most  effectual  method  of  discovering  th( 
material  defects  of  this  fortress,  the  defence  it  is  capable  of  makins 
against  a brisk  and  skilful  enemy,  and  the  only  certain  means  ol 
investigating  the  weight  of  such  reasons  or  the  propriety  of  sucl 
improvements  as  may  hereafter  be  ofiered  towards  placing  the  capita 


’ Court  to  Bombay  18tb  March  1768  para  132,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  L.  Vol.  7 of  1765 
1768,  346.  ^ Ditto,  paras  159  - 164  at  pages  355  - 356. 

^ Tlie  plans  referred  to  in  this  report  are  not  available. 
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£ this  settlement  with  the  most  reasonable  expense  upon  a secure  and 
lespectable  footing.  Plan  No.  1 . — The  south  front  A.  B.  is  by  much  the 
iaost  regular  part  of  the  fortifications  of  Bombay  and  in  the  best  state 
rf  repair^  although  from  its  position  it  is  little  exposed  to  a land 
'pproach  or  open  to  a sea  attack.  Part  of  the  outworks  is  deficient 
R flanking  fire  ; yet  I am  of  opinion  that  this  front  is  nevertheless 
capable  of  standing  a siege  proportionable  to  the  probability  of  its  being 
attacked.  The  original  design  of  the  west  front  B.  0.  is  a weak  long 
:11  constructed  line  for  defence,  consisting  of  a bad  disposed  fire  from 
>ieveral  irregular  projections  that  could  afford  but  little  reciprocal 
lefence  in  themselves,  and  much  less  to  the  collateral  fronts  of  the 
fortifications.  Were  it  not  for  the  additional  ravelins  and  covert-way 
,hat  are  already  almost  completed  by  Lieutenant- Colonel  Keating,  an 
rnemy  would  have  it  in  his  power  not  only  to  advance  his  approaches 
rapidly  to  the  counterscarp  of  the  ditch  without  material  risk  or 
impediment,  but  also  might  enjoy  the  means  of  j^rotecting  the  whole 
l)f  his  trenches  on  this  side  with  little  trouble  or  inconvenience  from  the 
!jocoanut  grove  and  the  heights  of  the  adjacent  burying  ground. 
When  Lieutenant-Colonel  KeatingN  intentions  are  accomplished  on 
'his  side,  an  enemy  will  not  only  have  a numerous  artillery  to  combat, 
out  also  an  extensive  and  very  embarrassing  fire  to  overcome.  The 
north  front  C.  D.  is  by  much  the  smallest  in  capacity  and  weakest  in 
iooint  of  defence  of  any  of  the  former  fronts,  notwithstanding  the 
nature  and  situation  of  the  ground  before  it  renders  this  part  of  the 
’ortifications  the  most  exposed  to  an  enemyN  attack.  For  from  the 
;;  north- east  quarter  the  hill  of  Dongri  is  scarcely  distant  four  hundred 
vards  from  the  body  of  the  place  and  is  not  less  than  thirty-four  feet 
above  the  terreplein  of  the  rampart.  And  as  this  hill  is  open  and 
^ery  accessible  towards  the  country,  the  consequence  of  its  being 
oossessed  by  an  enemy  in  this  state,  must  invevitably  turn  to  the 
immediate  loss  and  certain  destruction  of  the  garrison.  The  front 
D.  E.  although  it  is  embraced  by  the  sea  is  very  imprudently  left  open 
(towards  the  docks  for  two  hundred  yards  and  to  the  northward  of 
ihe  castle  for  350  yards.  And  as  the  east  face  of  the  north-east 
oastion  is  flanked  by  no  kind  of  fire,  there  can  be  no  manner  of  doubt 
.Iiat  either  of  those  places  are  perfectly  exposed  to  the  assault  of  an 
! enemy  after  cloud  of  night,  a time  the  most  fit  and  probable  for  the 
3xecution  of  such  an  enterprise.  If  to  those  inconveniencies  in  the  state 
and  disposition  of  the  fortifications  of  Bombay  and  the  nature  of  the 
gi’ound  about  them,  we  add  an  entire  want  of  bomb-proof  casemates 
cor  the  lodgment  and  security  of  the  troops,  the  only  possible  means 
)£  giving  rest  to  a brave  and  active  garrison  so  as  to  support 
lie  fatiguing  operations  of  a siege.  At  the  same  time  recollecting” 
chat  the  present  confined  state  of  the  ramparts,  occasioned  by  the 
encroachment  of  the  town  buildings,  deprives  the  garrison  of  that 
’pace  so  essential  and  necessary  for  the  construction  of  counter 
latteries,  and  the  manoeuvring  of  such  troops  and  artillery  as  are 
ibsolutely  indispensable  in  a siege,  it  can  scarcely  be  denied  that  at 
his  instant  the  fortress  of  Bombay  labours  under  the  greatest 
lisad vantages  that  ever  attended  a fortification.  Can  Bombay  therefore 
inder  such  circumstances  withstand  a tolerable  siege  against  a brisk 
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and  enterprising*  enemy  acquainted  with  the  ojDerations  of  war,  the 
nature  of  the  works^  and  directed  by  the  knowledge  of  their  defects  ? 
No.  So  far  am  I from  that  idea  that  I declare  it  my  opinion  and  should! 
think  myself  highly  unworthy  that  trust  the  Honourable  the  Directors; 
are  pleased  to  repose  in  me,  did  T not  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  acquainting  you  Sir  and  this  Honourable  Board  that  at  this  instant 
Bombay  is  in  itself  so  open  and  so  insecure  that  it  is  capable  of  being, 
assaulted  at  any  hour  in  the  night  with  the  loss  of  a very  few  lives  tot 
an  enemy.  Having  thus  pointed  out  the  disadvantages  arising  as  well 
from  the  defects  of  the  fortifications  of  Bombay  as  from  the  nature  of 
the  ground  about  them,  I can  now  with  more  propriety  express  such 
sentiments  as  occurred  to  me  relative  to  the  most  effectual  and 
reasonable  means  of  removing  those  inconveniencies,  and  of  strengthening: 
and  imjwoving  their  defence. 

As  it  seemed  at  one  time  to  be  the  resolution  of  the  Honourable 
Court  of  Directors  to  destroy  the  hill  of  Dongri  in  preference  to  its 
being  fortified,  on  account  of  the  great  expense  that  might  attend  the. 
building  a fort  thereon  and  keeping  it  in  repair  beside  the  circumstance' 
of  drawing  off  part  of  the  troops  from  the  town  and  the  fatal: 
consequences  of  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  it  became  s 
duty  very  incumbent  on  me  upon  this  occasion  to  examine  in  the  mosi' 
strict  and  accurate  manner  how  far  it  might  be  for  the  interest  of  the 

O ^ . • 

Honourable  East  India  Company  to  have  their  first  resolution  put  ir 
execution.  I flatter  myself  the  measures  I have  taken  for  that  purposes 
are  the  most  effectual  that  could  have  been  pursued.  In  the  first  place 
in  respect  to  the  expense  that  might  attend  removing  the  hill  of  Dongri; 
I found  from  the  several  sections  I took  along  and  across  its  ridge  that 
the  quantity  of  ground  necessary  to  be  taken  away  to  make  the  situatioi 
of  an  enemy  upon  a level  with  the  crest  of  the  glacis  and  distant  fron 
the  body  of  the  place  for  eight  hundred  yards  (which  is  absolutely  the 
least  that  can  possibly  be  taken  away  to  make  the  town  in  a situatior 
to  withstand  a tolerable  siege)  amounted  to  5,262,490  cubic  feet.  A 
it  is  almost  entirely  rock  the  expense  of  removing  it  at  the  common  rah 
of  one  quarter  of  a rupee  the  cubic  foot,  would  amount  nearly  tc 
£164,452  16s.  sterling.  It  is  true  that  when  the  hill  is  removed 
the  north  front  of  the  fortifications  will  then  wear  a better  aspect 
But  from  the  insignificancy  of  its  extent,  the  bad  disposition  of  ih 
works,  the  weakness  of  its  flanks,  and  the  injudicious  manner  ii 
occupies  the  ground  on  this  side,  an  enemy  will  always  have  it  in  hi^ 
power  to  present  a front  double  to  what  the  fortifications  can  oppose 
which  is  directly  contrary  to  every  principle  in  war  relative  to  the 
defence  of  works.  The  north  front  must  therefore  be  strengthened  b} 
fortifications  proportionable  to  the  superiority  an  enemy  enjoys  ovei 
it  in  j)oint  of  extent,  to  effect  which  the  whole  of  this  front  must  b( 
new  modelled,  and  so  formed  as  to  afford  the  collateral  fronts  perfed 
security  in  flanks  and  be  supported  reciprocally  by  them.  Thif 
circumstance  alone  would  be  attended  with  an  additional  expense  t( 
the  Company  of  between  ninety  and  a hundred  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  besides  the  constant  expense  of  keeping  those  works  in  repair 
It  is  from  a thorough  knowledge  of  these  facts  that  my  opinion  1 
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'entirely  gnkled  with  respect  to  fortifying  Dongri  hill.  I hope  they 
: will  be  satisfactory  to  you  Sir  and  the  Honourable  gentlemen  of  this 
Boardj  when  I inform  you  that  by  dropping  the  former  resolution  of 
)the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  fortifying  Dongri,  an 
expense  of  at  least  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds  sterling 
will  not  only  be  saved  to  the  Company,  but  also  the  preservation 
of  the  place  secured  in  a more  ample  and  certain  degree.  It  was  with 
) those  views  that  I have  executed  a design  for  occupying  the  height  of 
) Dongri,  the  objects  of  which  work  are  not  only  to  cover  and  secure 
the  whole  of  the  north  front  of  the  fortifications  but  also  to  throw  a 
j galling  and  plunging  fire  into  the  flank  of  any  approaches  that  an 
enemy  may  attempt  to  carry  upon  the  capitals  of  such  works  as  are 
constructed  between  the  old  Mandvi  bastion  and  the  Church  gate 
ravelin.  This  with  the  addition  of  the  redoubt  Z advanced  upon  the 
capital  of  Granby^’s  ravelin,  will  immediately  put  the  garrison  of 
Bombay  in  a state  of  enjoying  a front  superior  in  height  and  equal 
in  extent  to  anything  that  an  enemy  can  possibly  oppose — two  of 
the  most  considerable  advantages  that  can  be  attained  in  the  defence  of 
fortifications.  It  is  necessary  to  remark  that  the  whole  ridge  of  Dongri 
i lies  between  Dongri  road  and  the  sea,  that  the  highest  part  of  the 
said  hill  is  that  end  next  the  town  on  which  the  proposed  work  is  to 
; be  constructed,  and  that  from  thence  the  ridge  drops  gradually  for  a 
thousand  yards  along  the  coast  to  the  level  of  ten  feet  above  high 
1 water  mark.  It  is  also  proper  to  observe  that  the  front  of  Dongri 
fort  by  construction  consists  of  twenty-five  pieces  of  cannon  disposed 
in  two  tiers  of  batteries  well  covered  to  the  cordon,  and  of  such  extent 
as  to  occupy  double  the  front  an  enemy  can  oppose  upon  the  ridge 
i without  an  immense  expense  of  labour  time  and  materials.  In  front 
of  its  ditch  I have  constructed  a casemated  redoubt  with  a palisaded 
communication  to  secure  it  against  an  assault.  As  this  redoubt  is  in 
dtself  bomb-proof  and  cannot  be  seen  or  broken  by  cannon  from 
the  field,  it  will  perform  its  service  in  this  respect  very  completely 
, against  the  most  daring  attempts  of  an  enemy.  There  are  casemates 
in  the  fort  for  three  hundred  men  with  their  officers,  the  proper 
: garrison  for  its  defence,  that  is  to  say  one  hundred  Europeans  and 
two  hundred  sepoys  ; and  as  the  whole  side  of  the  fort  next  the  town 
is  open  to  the  artillery  of  the  place,  but  perfectly  secure  against 
musquetry  or  any  sudden  assault  that  may  be  offered,  the  town 
will  always  have  it  in  its  power  (lest  at  any  time  by  treachery  or 
any  other  unreasonable  unforeseen  events  an  enemy  should  get  the 
fort  in  his  possession)  to  pour  all  the  artillery  of  the  north  front  into 
the  very  heart  of  the  casemates  and  scour  the  body  of  the  fort  from 
one  end  to  the  other,  a circumstance  that  will  make  his  situation 
extremely  uneasy  to  him  and  render  the  establishment  of  his  lodgment 
in  that  fort  almost  beyond  the  power  of  being  accomplished.  So  long 
as  the  gorge  of  Dongri  fort  is  open  to  the  town,  the^  troops  of  the 
garrison  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  storm  it  again  with  little  or  no 
risk.  And,  when  the  body  of  the  fort  is  regained,  an  enemy  can 
scarcely  exist  in  its  outworks  as  they  are  so  confined  commanded  and 
looked  into  in  reverse.  As  I found  myself  confined  to  a particular 
point  in  respect  to  the  situation  of  Dongri  fort,  which  removed  this 
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work  at  too  great  a distance  from  the  body  of  the  place  to  receive 
from  thence  that  protection  which  is  so  essentially  necessary  for  its 
preservation^  I was  obliged  to  advance  a redoubt  half  way  between 
the  town  and  Dongri  fort  containing  twelve  pieces  of  cannon  secured 
against  an  enfilade.  Six  of  these  will  bear  directly  in  flank  of  any 
lodgment  that  an  enemy  may  attempt  to  fortn  upon  the  ridge  of 
Dongri^  and  the  other  six  in  flank  of  such  approaches  as  may  be  carry- 
ing on  against  the  works  to  the  westward.  I would  also  propose  for 
the  more  effectual  security  of  the  north  front,  to  convert  the  covert 
way  into  a simple  envelope  with  a casemated  redoubt  in  each  place  of 
arms.  As  this  work  is  in  a manner  already  formed,  it  will  be  attended 
with  a very  inconsiderable  expense  to  the  Company  in  proportion  to  the; 
advantages  acquired  thereby.  For  this  work  in  style  of  an  envelope 
can  then  be  converted  into  batteries  that  will  dispose  a very  formidable 
rayonnant  Are  upon  the  ground  before  it,  and  not  only  flank  the  left  of 
the  advanced  redoubt  in  a very  complete  manner,  but  also  present  a 
very  numerous  artillery  upon  the  ridge  of  Dongri,  part  in  direct  fire 
and  part  in  ricochet. 

From  the  advanced  redoubt  to  Dongri  fort  on  one  side  and  to  the; 
envelope  of  the  north  front  on  the  other,  I propose  that  a simple  line; 
of  entrenchment  should  be  extended  to  support  the  communication  of 
the  redoubt  in  case  of  assault.  By  the  particular  construction  of  this 
work  the  garrison  may  be  supplied  with  the  most  active  means  possible’ 
of  sallying  out  upon  an  enemy  a whole  battalion  in  front,  ready  dressed 
and  formed  for  action.  As  this  is  the  great  object  wished  for  in  sallies,  - 
and  upon  which  their  success  almost  totally  depends,  its  utility  may 
with  propriety  recommend  the  invention,  although  it  is  the  first- 
instance  of  its  application.  This  line  of  entrenchment  on  other  occasions^ 
may  also  be  converted  into  counter  batteries,  and  in  this  respect  can, 
afford  very  material  support  to  Dongri  on  the  right  or  the  fortifications 
of  the  west  front  upon  the  left.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  likewise^ 
for  the  more  effectual  preservation  of  this  garrison  that  the  ramparts 
be  cleared  of  every  incumbrance  that  may  impede  the  manoeuvring  ol 
troops  or  artillery,  and  that  no  building  whatsoever  shall  be  permitted 
to  stand  on  any  part  of  the  esplanade  from  the  Apollo  gate  round  the 
ridge  of  Dongri  hill,  and  that  part  of  Dongri  town  itself  shall  be 
removed  and  the  cocoanut  grove  taken  away  as  far  as  I have  expressed 
it  upon  the  plan  No.  2,  that  the  circuit  of  the  fortifications  may  be 
perfectly  freed  from  the  very  imprudent  and  dangerous  cover  that  is  at 
present  in  the  power  of  an  enemy,  and  the  ground  itself  be  cleared  and 
properly  adapted  for  action.  To  the  eastward  of  the  old  Mandvi 
bastion  I would  propose  to  advance  a lunette  one  side  of  w^hich  to  flank 
the  east  face  of  the  old  Mandvi  bastion  and  the  other  to  dispose  its 
fire  along  the  south  parts  of  the  east  front,  and  be  flanked  reciprocally 
by  them.  I would  also  propose  to  shut  up  that  part  of  the  town 
which  is  open  to  the  northward  of  the  castle  by  a cremaillere  work 
containing  a space  sufficient  to  admit  of  barracks  for  a battalion  of  men 
with  their  officers  complete.  Under  the  rampart  of  these  works  case- 
mates are  designed  for  the  same  number  of  men,  which  at  present  will 
miswer  the  purpose  of  kitchens  and  cellars  to  the  barracks,  and 
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consequently  save  to  the  Honourable  Company  the  erecting  other  office 
houses  for  that  purpose.  This  in  time  of  a siege  will  also  serve  the 
.original  intention  of  bomb-proofs  for  the  necessary  rest  and  security  of 
the  garrison. 

1 The  castle  should  also  be  cleared  of  the  rubbish  that  is  at  present 
jcontiguous  to  the  rampart  on  the  south  side,  where  the  Governor's  late 
rhouse  stood.  And  as  Lieut -Colonel  Keating  has  already  received  the 
-Governor  and  CounciFs  order  for  turning  such  parts  of  it  as  might 
answer  into  casemates  for  the  lodgment  of  troops  and  stores,  and  as 
he  was  pleased  to  consult  my  opinion  upon  the  same,  I examined  the 
istate  of  those  ruins,  and  find  from  their  rotten  shattered  condition 
that  no  part  of  them  are  adapted  to  support  bomb-proof  arches.  As  the 
situation  of  those  ruins  is  preferable  to  any  other,  their  space  ought  to 
• be  occupied  with  casemates  for  the  above  purposes. 

i I would  also  propose  that  the  dock  and  bandar  piers  should  be  carried 
out  into  the  sea,  agreeable  to  their  present  directions  so  that  the  head 
'of  the  former  pier  shall  be  in  a direct  line  with  the  outside  of  the  latter, 
^and  distant  from  it  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet.  This  will  confine  the 
■entry  of  the  bason  not  only  to  a proper  extent  for  the  egress  and 
. 'regress  of  shipping,  but  also  for  making  a secure  and  very  respectable 
defence  on  this  side  of  the  town  against  an  enemy,  by  the  means  of  a 
boom  and  the  designed  casemated  towers  for  cannon  and  musketry 
}dhat  will  protect  it.  It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  by  the  piers  over- 
: lapping  each  other  in  this  manner,  the  swell  of  the  sea,  which  at 
present  rolls  in  a very  considerable  degree  into  the  bason  and  often 
- occasions  much  damage  to  the  docks  and  such  vessels  as  are  stationed 
ithere,  will  be  effectually  guarded  against  and  prevented. 

! Having  thus  stated  the  principal  improvements  I have  to  offer  to  you, 
Sir,  and  this  Honourable  Board,  towards  placing  the  fortifications  of 
Bombay  in  the  best  posture  of  defence  that  their  situation  would  admit 
of,  I will  proceed  to  examine  the  nature  of  such  a defence  as  this  fortress 
will  then  be  capable  of  performing  against  our  natural  and  inveterate 
enemies  the  French,  the  only  power  in  Europe  at  present  we  have 
most  reason  to  apprehend  a visit  from  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe. 
Let  it  be  supposed  therefore  that  a French  army  is  safely  landed  in 
the  island  of  Bombay  and  that  the  town  is  invested  in  form.  Their 
parallel  in  that  case  will  embrace  the  exterior  circuit  of  the  esplanade, 
along  the  front  of  Dongri  town,  as  far  as  the  burying  ground  to  the 
westward.  It  is  evident  therefore  that  the  front  of  the  fortifications 
opposed  to  him,  exclusive  of  its  superior  height  and  situation,  is  fully 
as  extensive  as  the  front  of  the  ground  he  must  occupy.  And  as  his 
works  can  be  only  temporary  works,  forced  under  the  warm  fire  of  the 
garrison,  and  the  fortification  of  the  place  by  construction,  durable, 
solid  and  well  covered  to  the  field,  it  will  require  very  little  knowledge 
in  the  art  of  war  to  foresee  the  difficulties  he  will  naturally  labour 
under  in  carrying  on  his  approaches.  The  situation,  command,  and 
galling  fire  of  Dongri  fort  will  early  and  too  sufficiently  engage  the 
attention  of  a skilful  enemy  not  to  arm  him^  with  proper  caution 
against  the  fatal  consequences  of  its  fire  existing  any  length  of  time 
upon  his  flank.  Nor  has  he  any  other  alternative  left  him  but  a 
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serious  and  spirited  attack  upon  the  fort  itself.  It  is  therefore  inost> 
reasonable  to  imagine  he  will  endeavour  to  carry  on  his  approaches; 
against  Dongri  fort  in  that  manner  which  is  most  easy  to  himself  and: 
least  exposed  to  the  cannon  of  the  place.  This  can  be  effected  only 
along  the  ridge  in  front  of  Dongri  fort.  If  it  is  considered  therefore 
that  an  enemy  must  carry  his  earth  along  with  him  on  this  occasion,: 
and  force  every  foot  of  his  approach  upon  a bare  hard  rock,  which 
deprives  him  of  the  means  of  sapping  or  mining,  and  exposes  his  attack 
to  twenty-five  pieces  of  cannon  that  plunge  upon  him  directly  in  front 
and  that  completely  sweep  the  whole  of  the  confined  ridge  from  one 
end  to  the  other ; I say  if,  with  those  embarrassing  circumstances  in, 
his  front,  it  is  considered  that  the  garrison  of  Bombay  will  have  it  in 
their  power  at  the  same  time  to  play  from  the  several  parts  of  the 
north  front  about  forty  pieces  of  cannon  upon  the  flank  of  his  approach 
by  direct  and  ricochet  fire,  there  will  be  no  impropriety  in  asserting . 
that  Dongri  fort  thus  constructed,  thus  strengthened  and  protected, . 
may  in  itself  withstand  a siege  of  six  months  by  the  exertion  of  brave 
troops  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  their  duty  that  have  the 
Company's  service  and  the  honour  of  the  British  arms  at  heart. 

If  an  enemy  should  be  stubborn  and  still  persist  in  this  point  without 
forming  an  attack  upon  the  fortifications  to  the  westward,  he  may 
sacrifice  his  whole  army  in  the  attempt  without  considerable  risk  or 
even  very  material  harassment  to  the  garrison  of  Bombay.  For  as 
Dongri  fort  will  draw  only  three  hundred  men  out  of  the  garrison,  the 
advanced  redoubt  and  communication  one  hundred  more,  and  the  point 
of  attack  be  confined  to  a mere  narrow  space  it  is  evident  that  the 
demand  of  troops  for  duty  will  be  insignificant,  that  the  reliefs  for  the 
necessary  services  will  be  easily  supplied  and  supported,  and  that  the 
town  of  Bombay  itself  in  this  case  will  become  a most  noble  mag’azine 
in  the  rear  of  Dongri,  to  furnish  its  fort  with  troo];)s,  provisions, 
ammunition,  and  every  necessary  material  for  defence,  circumstances 
of  very  weighty  consideration,  indeed  all  that  can  be  wished  for  in  a 
siege.  As  therefore  it  is  not  probable  that  an  experienced  and  judi- 
cious enemy,  after  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  works, 
will  content  himself  with  the  attack  of  Dongri  alone,  his  next  elfort  in 
all  human  probability  will  be  at  the  right  of  the  jDarallel  from  the  sand 
hills  near  the  burying  ground,  upon  the  capitals  of  some  of  the  works 
to  the  west  side  of  the  town.  In  an  attemj)t  of  this  nature  it  will 
become  absolutely  necessary  for  an  enemy  to  make  himself  master  of 
the  advanced  redoubt  Z which  without  this  precaution  would  alwa3^s 
bpr  upon  the  flank  of  his  approach,  and  as  he  advanced  to  the  town, 
view  it  perfectly  in  reverse.  As  this  redoubt  by  construction  is 
rendered  above  the  power  of  an  assault,  there  is  no  method  left  him  of 
obtaining  this  post  without  carrying  on  an  approach  against  it.  Here 
it  may  be  observed  that  the  retired  position  of  the  redoubt  will  draw 
him  along  the  front  of  the  most  considerable  parts  of  the  fortifications 
on  this  side  of  the  town,  and  consequently  will  expose  the  flank  of  his 
approach,  not  only  to  the  fire  of  about  eighty  pieces  of  cannon,  exclu- 
sive of  other  natures  of  artillery,  but  will  also  hazard  the  whole  of  kis 
tienches  to  be  swept  by  a vigorous  sally  from  the  town,  as  often  as 


^ Materials.] 


AND  ISLAND. 


373 


this  manoeuvre  may  be  practised  against  him.  For  the  oblique  position 
of  his  parallels,  and  the  small  extent  of  his  places  of  arms,  will  absolute- 
ly put  it  out  of  his  power  to  support  so  long  an  approach  with  any 
degree  of  certainty,  and  he  cannot  possibly  give  them  a more  direct 
position  or  greater  extent  without  exposing  them  to  the  enfilade  of  the 
town.  Under  these  circumstances  an  enemy  will  find  the  progress  of 
his  approaches  to  the  westward  almost  as  embarrassing  and  difficult 
of  success  as  that  of  Dongri  to  the  eastward.  I am  perfectly  of 
opinion  that  unless  he  can  amuse  the  garrison  of  Bombay  with  an 
additional  attack  upon  the  centre  of  his  extensive  front,  all  his  attempts 
to  reduce  it  will  prove  exceedingly  vain,  and  abortive,  if  there  are  only 
1200  infantry  300  artillery  1000  lascars  and  5000  sepoys  in  the 
place,  its  necessary  garrison  in  time  of  war.  But  before  an  enemy 
can  have  it  in  his  power  to  carry  on  three  several  attacks  against 
Bombay,  in  this  very  respectable  state  of  defence,  and  support  his 
communication  between  each  attack  in  a proper  and  secure  manner,  he 
must  be  supplied  with  at  least  twelve  thousand  men  for  this  service, 
the  transporting  of  which  army  to  this  part  of  the  world,  is  in  all 
human  probability  a thing  next  to  impossible.  It  is  therefore  evident 
that  the  improvements  above  specified  are  quite  sufficient,  and  yet  no 
more  than  what  are  absolutely  necessary,  to  place  the  fortifications  of 
Bombay  in  such  a respectable  state  of  defence  as  will  secure  this 
valuable  Presidency  to  the  Company,  against  even  the  most  vigorous 
attempts  of  an  European  force.  For  those  reasons  alone  I declare  it 
my  fixed  and  determined  ojoinion  that  not  only  the  fortifying  of 
Dongri  is  in  every  respect  preferable  to  its  being  removed,  but  also 
that  the  work  ought  to  be  carried  into  immediate  execution  to  prevent 
consequences  of  too  fatal  and  too  extensive  a nature  to  be  estimated. 
Can  it  be  supposed  that  so  vigilant  and  political  a power  as  France 
is  still  ignorant  of  the  Company's  defenceless  state  in  this  part 
of  the  world,  and  have  not  discernment  to  place  a just  valuation  upon 
the  importance  of  such  a conquest  to  them,  or  its  iiTeparable  loss  to 
the  British  Company  ? Or  can  it  be  expected  with  propriety  that 
although  we  are  now  at  peace  with  that  nation  we  can  assure  ourselves 
of  its  continuance  when  we  see  them  daily  increasing  and  indefatigable 
in  disciplining  a numerous  army  and  marine  ? But  I am  transgressing 
the  limits  of  my  profession.  You  Sir  and  the  Honourable^  gentlemen 
of  this  Board,  are  better  judges  how  far  it  may  be  consistent  with 
the  present  state  of  politics  in  Europe,  the  situation  of  the  Company's 
affairs  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  the  powers  you  enjoy,  to  delay 
the  execution  of  those  plans  I have  the  honour  of  laying  before  you. 
It  only  becomes  my  particular  duty  to  point  out  the  present  imminent 
danger,  and  to  suggest  every  reasonable  circumstance  in  my  power 
that  may  possibly  tend  to  the  preservation  of  the  Honourable  Com- 
panv’s  property,  and  the  success  of  the  British  arms.  I have  only  to 
add  with  extreme  satisfaction  that  Lieutenant- Colonel  Keating's 
sentiments  relative  to  the  improvements  above  specified  are  perfectly 
corresponding.^ 
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In  the  above  survey  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  was  joined  by 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Keating  the  principal  engineer.  On  the  18th 
October  1768  Colonel  Keating  writes  : Agreeable  to  your  orders  of  the 
] st  of  August  I have  in  conjunction  with  Lieutenant- Colonel  Archibald 
Campbell,  taken  another  survey  of  Dongri  hill,  also  a general  one  of  the 
fortifications.  In  regard  to  the  former  I am  still  of  opinion  that  the 
fortifying  it,  is  in  every  respect  absolutely  necessary,  and  on  no  account 
to  be  delayed.  I do  not  hesitate  a moment  to  declare  that  I for 
many  reasons  prefer  the  design  now  laid  before  the  Honourable  Board 
to  that  I had  the  honour  of  presenting  them  in  November  1766.  One 
great  point  I had  then  in  view  was  the  disbursing  as  little  as  was 
possible,  well  knowing  the  Honourable  Company’s  affairs  on  this  side 
of  India  would  admit  of  no  other  than  the  strictest  frugality,  and  this 
was  their  constant  and  warm  recommendation.  Since  this  the  face  of 
affairs  are  much  changed  and  the  Honourable  Company  appear 
determined  to  put  everything  tending  to  the  safety  of  this  settlement 
on  the  most  secure  and  stable  foundation.  For  the  above  reasons  I 
most  readily  agree  and  give  it  as  my  fixed  opinion  that  the  above  men- 
tioned design  for  fortifying  Dongri  hill,  as  also  for  strengthening  the 
body  of  the  place  and  securing  the  communication  between  it  and  Dongri, 
should  be  carried  into  execution  without  loss  of  time.  The  great  necessity 
for  additional  barracks  and  bomb-proofs  for  the  security  of  that  part  of 
our  garrison  off  duty  in  time  of  a siege,  together  with  the  weak  state 
of  our  sea-line  as  at  present,  makes  the  new  works  intended  for  that  side 
truly  necessary.  The  docks  (an  affair  of  very  great  consequence)  I 
have  often  observed  though  never  till  very  lately  put  any  way  under 
my  inspection,  are  badly  secured,  either  against  an  enemy  or  the  tur- 
bulence of  the  monsoons.  The  amendment  proposed  in  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  CampbelFs  design  I think  will  fully  answer  both  j^urposes. 

I received  orders  some  time  ago  to  pull  down  the  upper  story  of  the 
Governors  late  house,  in  the  Castle,  and  throw  bomb-j^roof  arches  over 
such  parts  of  it  as  would  answer  for  lodging  part  of  the  garrison  and 
holding  laboratory  and  other  stores.  On  removing  the  upper  storey 
I found  the  lower  parts  so  much  ruined  by  length  of  time  and  consider- 
able alterations  that  I judged  it  unfit  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned. 
This  opinion  I reported  to  the  Honourable  Governor,  but  knowing  a 
joint  judgment  on  those  matters  is  preferable  to  a single  one,  I desired 
the  favour  of  Colonel  Campbell  to  look  over  it,  and  who,  I am  pleased 
to  find,  has  the  same  sentiments.  In  short  it  only  now  remains  with 
me  to  assure  this  Honourable  Board  that  I am  well  convinced  the  plan 
now  before  them,  when  executed,  will  in  every  respect  answer  for  the 
security  of  this  valuable  settlement  against  any  attack  whatever 
provided  it  has  a tolerable  garrison  and  is  well  stored. 

Permit  me  here  to  make  use  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  return  my 
most  sincere  and  grateful  thanks  to  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors 
for  the  great  mark  of  their  favour  they  have  been  pleased  to  honour  me 
with,  by  appointing  me  to  the  command  of  their  battalion  of  artillery 
with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant- Colonel,  and  also  continuing  me  at  the  head 
of  their  corps  of  engineers.  I beg  leave  to  assure  them  (through  the 
channel  of  this  Honourable  Board)  that  while  I have  the  honour  to 
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serve  them  it  shall  be  the  greatest  pleasure  of  my  life  by  every  aet  and 
'.means  to  convince  them  that  their  honour  and  interest  shall  always 
jrule  my  actions  according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  I at  the 
jsame  time  beg  leave  to  observe  my  humble  apprehension  of  a mistake 
in  the  date  of  my  Lieutenant- Coloneks  commission  by  which  I am 
.junior  on  the  establishment,  notwithstanding  I have  had  the  honour 
]of  serving  the  Honourable  Company  upwards  of  four  years  in  India, 
]and  none  of  the  other  Lieutenant-Colonels  ever  served  them  before 
dheir  present  appointments.  The  affair  appears  to  be  a mistake  in 
'some  of  the  offices  at  home,  as  no  copy  of  my  commission  is  come  out, 
or  any  notice  taken  in  the  general  letter  how  or  to  whom  I rank  next 
ivvhich  is  different  in  respect  to  the  other  Lieutenant- Colonels.  These 
matters  added  to  the  assurances  of  my  friends  in  England  that  things 
iwere  otherwise,  induce  me  humbly  to  represent  the  affair  to  the 
Honourable  Court  of  Directors^  consideration,  assuring  them  I shall  in 
dhe  most  cheerful  manner  submit  to  whatever  they  are  pleased  to 
determine  on  the  matter.^ 

1 On  receipt  of  these  letters  from  these  two  engineers  the  Board  observe 
on  the  18th  of  October  1768  : Lieutenant- Colonel  Campbell  having,  in 
'oonsequence  of  our  Honourable  Masters’  commands  signified  to  him  by 
us,  taken  a survey  of  the  fortifications  of  Bombay  in  conjunction  with 
iLieutenant- Colonel  Keating,  now  delivers  in  a letter  containing  his  senti- 
ments thereon  in  a very  clear  full  and  ample  manner  accompanied  by 
plans  to  illustrate  the  same.  This  letter  being  now  read  is  ordered  to 
follow  this  Consultation  in  preference  to  being  entered  upon  the  public 
diary,  as  the  most  fatal  consequences  to  the  settlement  might  be  appre- 
hended from  its  falling  into  improper  hands.  Bead  also  a letter  from 
Hieu tenant- Colonel  Keating  signifying  that  he  has  been  made  fully 
[acquainted  with  Lieutenant- Colonel  Campbelks  sentiments  upon  and 
designs  for  improving  the  fortifications  of  this  settlement,  and  entirely 
■ 'concurring  therein.  As  both  those  gentlemen  are  firmly  of  opinion  that 
ffche  erecting  a fort  upon  Dongri  hill  is  in  every  respect  preferable  to  its 
demolition;  And  as,  in  the  1 3 2nd  paragraph  of  their  commands  of  the 
rl8th  March  last  1768,  our  Honourable  Masters  have  been  pleased 
.expressly  to  order  us  to  abide  by  the  determination  of  those  gentlemen 
in  this  respect,  and  to  carry  the  same  into  immediate  execution ; We 
'direct  that  the  work  projected  by  Colonel  Campbell  for  fortifying  the 
hill  (which  Colonel  Keating  expressly  says  he  prefers  to  that  formerly 
given  in  by  himself)  and  strengthening  the  north  front  of  the  fortifica- 
tions, also  the  several  other  works  pointed  out  in  his  letter  as  absolutely 
and  indispensably  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  settlement,  be 
accordingly  set  about  without  loss  of  time.  We  observe  also  that 
fortifying  the  hill  in  the  manner  those  gentlemen  recommend,  will  not 
only  in  their  opinion  better  answer  every  purpose,  but  will  also  cost 
£130,000  less  than  its  demolition,  though  this  must  be  understood  exclusive 
of  the  value  of  such  an  additional  number  of  trees  and  houses  as  by  a 
demolition  must  unavoidably  be  pulled  down.  At  the  same  time  as  they 
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have  omitted  to  deliver  in  an  estimate  o£  the  expense  which  will  be  incurred 
by  the  other  new  works  Colonel  Campbell  recommends,  he  and  Colonel 
Keating  must  be  called  upon  for  such  estimate.  At  the  same  time  they 
must  be  desired  to  give  us  their  opinion  as  to  the  garrison  which  should 
be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace.  They  must  likewise  be  required  to  survey 
the  present  hospital,  and  report  to  us  whether  in  their  opinion,  it  is  a 
proper  one  in  point  of  situation,  size,  and  accommodations  for  the  sick. 
If  not  how  its  defects  can  best  be  remedied.  ^ 

As  called  for  in  this  Consultation  Colonels  Campbell  and  Keating,  in 
their  letter  of  31st  October  following,  report  the  expenditure  that 
will  be  required.^  They  write  : Agreeable  to  your  order  of  the  19th 
instant  we  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  the  following  estimate  of  tht 
expense  which  will  be  incurred  by  the  additional  works  recommended  ^ 
for  placing  the  fortifications  of  Bombay  on  a respectable  state  ot 
defence : 


Estimate  for  fortifying  Dongri  Hill  and  strengthening  the  north  front  of  the 

fortiiications  of  Bombay.  £ 

To  complete  Dongri  fort  casemates  ...  ...  75,500 

To  two  advanced  redoubts  with  their  communications  ...  12,400 
To  the  envelope  and  improvements  in  the  body  of  the 

place  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30,600 

Total  118,50( 


Estimate  for  fortifying  the  east  front,  repairing  the  Castle,  and  securing  the 

Dockyard  and  Basin. 


To  a lunette  to  scour  the  east  face  of  the  north-east 
bastion  ... 

To  a cremaillere  work  with  casemates  and  barracks  for  500 
men 

To  repairs  of  the  Castle 

To  carrying  on  the  dock  and  bandar  piers  and  fortifying 
the  same 

Total  . . . 


£ 

4300 

26,320 

6400 

16,200 

63,22(: 

• ••  * 


Grand  Total  171, 72( 

On  the  8th  March  1769  the  Princijial  Engineer  reports  that  thti 
Dongri  fort  will  be  ready  to  be  blown  up  and  requests  orders.  Tb 
Bombay  Diary  of  the  same  date  has  the  following  entry : The  Presif 
dent  acquaints  the  Board  that  the  principal  engineer  has  informet. 
him  that  in  a very  few  days  Dongri  fort  will  be  ready  to  be  blown  uf 
The  Board  ordered  that  the  inhabitants  whose  houses  lay  contiguour 
thereto  have  ten  days  notice  of  the  same  to  give  them  time  to  remov* 
their  effects.  As  several  houses  will  be  damaged  by  the  explosion  aii( 
as  in  order  to  carry  into  execution  Colonel  Campbelks  plan,  many  othe 
houses  must  be  pulled  down  and  several  oarts  near  the  hill  cleared,  Mi 
Jervis  as  new  fortification  paymaster,  Mr.  Fletcher  as  Collector  witl 
the  Principal  Engineer  are  appointed  a committee  to  value  the  house- 
and  trees.  They  will  take  to  their  assistance  the  clerk  of  the  worki 
with  such  other  proper  persons  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  and  repor 


'^Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  ISth  Oct.  1768,  Pub.  Diary  52  of  1768,  374  - 375. 

“ Colonels  Campbell  and  Keating  to  Government,  31st  Oct.  1768,  Pub,  Diary  52  o 
1768, 404. 
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the  valuation  of  the  whole  to  the  Board. ^ Six  months  later  (28th 
October  1769)  this  committee  reported  their  valuation  on  which  Govern- 
ment passed  the  following  orders  : Bead  a report  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  value  the  houses  necessary  to  be  pulled  down  on  account  of 
the  new  works  enclosing  a valuation  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  (houses) 
immediately  wanted  to  be  removed,  amounting  to  Bs.  9556-0-23. 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  made  good  to  the  proprietors  and  other  ground 
allotted  to  them  for  rebuilding  their  houses.’^ 

During  the  same  year  (8th  April  1769)  the  committee  of  accounts 
: made  the  following  recommendation  to  Government  regarding  the  rocks 
at  Dongri  to  be  blown  up : As  the  charge  attending  the  blowing  up 
of  the  rocks  is  considerable  and  as  Dongri  hill  is  most  contiguous  to 
I the  works  now  carrying  on,  we  would  recommend  that  no  more  be  for 
j the  present  blown  up  but  at  that  place.  On  this  the  Board  observe : 

' The  committee's  recommendation  for  having  rocks  blown  up  only  at 
Dongri  seems  very  proper  and  must  be  complied  with  accordingly.^ 

On  the  19th  April  1769  Colonel  Keating  the  principal  engineer 
, submits  the  following  progress  report  of  the  fortifications  : I now  lay 
; before  the  Honourable  Board  the  progress  made  in  the  Honourable 
: Company's  new  fortifications  since  the  18th  December  1767.  The 
j reason  of  my  not  giving  an  account  thereof  about  this  time  last  year 
1 was  my  having  been  employed  on  service  away  from  the  Presidency 
1 (for  most  part  of  the  time  from  November  1767  to  May  1768).  During 
the  time  up  to  the  end  of  May  the  sand  hill  was  being  removed,  nearly 
; 300,000  solid  feet  were  filled  into  the  adjacent  batty  grounds.  The 
. glacis  has  been  filled  from  the  Church  gate  to  the  southward  about  750 
j f eet  in  length  representing  about  270,500  solid  feet  of  earth.  The^ 
south-west  ravelin  has  the  terrace  platforms,  the  banquettes,  the  floorings 
of  the  magazine  and  store  room  and  the  passage  of  communication  all 
: finished.  The  west  ravelin  has  its  terrace  platforms  advanced,  and  the 
i floorings  of  the  magazine  and  store  room  and  the  passage  of  communi- 
cation finished.  Hodges^  ravelin  is  finished  except  making  terrace 
platforms,  laying  the  woodwork  of  the  bridge  of  communication  and 
building  the  passage ; the  additions  thereto,  since  my  last,  represent 
i 138,776  feet  of  solid  masonry.  Opposite  Hodges^  last  ravelin,  the 
I retaining  wall  of  the  glacis  containing  10,500  solid  feet  of  masonry 
has  been  completed  and  most  of  the  glacis  in  front  thereof  filled  in. 
The  Duke  of  Cumberland's  ravelin  to  the  north  of  Hodges’’  ravelin  was 
begun  on  the  3rd  July  1768.  It  is  now  raised  as  high  as  the  cordon 
stone  containing  203,808  feet  of  solid  masonry,  the  parapet  will  be 
fiuished  by  the  10th  of  June  next.  The  removal  of  Dongri  hill  was 
begun  on  the  23rd  October  1768.  The  rock  and  hill  removed  equals 
about  205,000  solid  feet  including  the  fortifications  of  Dongri  which 
were  destroyed  by  mines  on  the  18th  March  1769.  The  object  of  these 
changes  is  to  clear  the  ground  plot  for  the  new  works.  I beg  leave  to 
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^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  Sth  March  1769,  Pub.  Diary  53  of  1769,  373. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  28tli  Oct.  1709,  Pub.  Diary  64  of  1769,  722. 

^Bom.  Gov.  Consultation,  8tli  April  1769,  Pub.  Diary  53  of  1769,  430  and  446. 
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observe  to  the  Honourable  Board  it  is  a very  heavy  work,  and  that  for 
the  proper  and  more  speedy  removal  of  the  same,  it  will  be  very  neces-  - 
sary  to  fall  upon  some  effectual  means  of  collecting  a much  greater  : 
number  of  labourers,  I have  tried  every  method  but  with  less  success  ^ 
than  I could  wish.  In  March  1768  a grand  magazine  was  begun  at 
Mazgaon  to  contain  the  4300  barrels  of  powder  belonging  to  this  island. 
The  mason ly  of  this  work  will  be  finished  about  the  20th  of  next  June. 
This  is  the  principal  part  of  the  works  finished  and  in  hand  since  the 
date  of  my  letter  in  December  1767.  As  I have  taken  every  method 
to  forward  the  real  interest  of  my  Honourable  Employers,  I flatter 
myself  the  result  will  meet  with  their  approbation,  and  likewise  that’  of 
the  Honourable  Board  to  whom  1 beg  leave  to  refer  on  this  occasion.^ 

The  following  letter  from  the  Principal  Engineer  to  Government 
shows  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  procuring  labourers.  On  the  3rd 
June  1769  Colonel  Keating  writes  : On  the  1st  instant  I received  sixty 
labourers  at  Bs.  each  and  one  miikddam  at  Bs.  10  a month.  These 
men  it  appears  have  been  entered  at  Surat  for  the  service  of  the  e 
Honourable  Company's  new  fortifications.  I am  to  observe  to  your 
Honour,  that  the  above  is  much  greater  wages  than  have  ever  been  given 
to  labourers  since  my  arrival  in  India, more  in  fact  than  they  can  beings 
nothing  more  than  common  bigdris^  possibly  earn.  These  rates  will 
add  greatly  to  the  estimated  expense  of  the  works.  They  will  also 
occasion  a general  uneasiness  to  the  labourers  already  employed,  and 
prevent  us  in  future  from  getting  others  except  by  complying  with  the 
same  extravagant  demands.  The  above  reasons  induce  me  to  apply  ^ 
for  your  orders  to  discharge  those  men  already  arrived,  and  give  your 
orders  for  preventing  any  more  being  entered  on  the  above  terms.  I 
am  very  well  assured  on  my  representing  to  the  Honourable  Board  the 
difficulty  of  getting  men,  had  you  given  me  orders  to  grant  an  advance  *< 
of  nine  res  (4^-  pies)  a day,  that  is  an  addition  of  two  quarters  and 
twenty  res  in  the  month  of  30  days,  and  that  only  to  good  and  strong, 
men,  I believe  on  those  terms  I should  be  able  in  a short  time  to  get 
as  many  as  I should  choose  to  employ.  This  would  be  a saving  of 
Be.  1-1-70  a man,  a very  considerable  item  in  our  monthly  expense.  Iti 
would  also  be  a fully  sufficient  not  to  say  a large  payment  for  their 
labour.  I would  suggest  the  entertainment  of  labourers  on  the 
following  terms^ : 

1.  That  any  man  who  will  on  or  before  the  1st  of  October  1769  raise- 
and  bring  to  Bombay  for  the  services  of  the  fortifications  twenty-five  able- 
bodied  and  strong  working  hiffdris,  shall  be  appointed  officer  of  the  same 
with  the  pay  of  ninety  7‘es  (=  3 as.  7 pies)  a day  or  upwards  should  his 
diligence  merit  it. 

2.  That  every  higd-ri  so  entered  shall  be  paid  from  the  day  of  his  arrival 
at  the  rate  of  eighty  res  a day,  or  ten  res  an  hour.  This  pay  he  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  during  his  being  ill  of  any  hurt  he  may  receive  in  the 
actual  execution  of  his  duty. 


^Principal  Engineer  Colonel  Keating  to  Government  19th  April  1769,  Pub.  Diarj 
53  of  1769,  470-471. 

^ Bigdri,  strictly  unpaid  or  forced,  has  the  sense  of  unskilled  labourer, 

3 Pub.  Diary  54  of  1769,  514-546. 
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3.  That  every  higdri  so  entered  shall  be  entitled  to  two  days’  full  pay  to 
meet  his  expense  of  travelling  to  Bombay.  In  lieu  of  this  and  all  other 
benefits  he  receives  he  is  to  engage  to  serve  the  TJononrable  Company  in  the 
above  station  for  the  space  of  three  years,  during  which  time  he  is  on  no 
account  to  attempt  leaving  the  island  without  a passport  from  the 
eno-ineer,  and  furthermore  is  to  subject  himself  to  all  manner  of  customs 
and  forms  of  checks  made  use  of  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Honourable 
Company’s  new  fortifications. 

On  these  proposals  from  the  Principal  Engineer  the  Bombay  Diary 
of  the  13  th  June  1769  has  the  following  entry:  The  President  lays 
^ before  the  Board  a letter  he  has  received  from  the  principal  engineer 
j representing  that  the  terms  on  which  the  Surat  labourers  are  engaged 
^ are  much  too  high,  and  enclosing  proposals  for  engaging  here  as  many 
as  may  be  necessary.  We  could  have  wished  the  engineer,  when  he 
set  forth  the  want  of  labourers,  had  made  these  proposals  which  would 
have  prevented  our  applying  to  Surat,  and  consequently  saved  the 
expense  of  bringing  down  those  which  have  been  engaged  there. 

1 However  as  a very  material  saving  will  arise  by  engaging  men  on  the 
terms  proposed  by  the  engineer  in  preference  to  bringing  them  from 
Surat,  he  must  be  empowered  to  engage  as  many  as  may  be  hecessary 
land  to  discharge  those  arrived  from  Surat  unless  they  will  serve  upon 
the  same  terms.  The  travelling  charges  of  such  as  may  choose  to 
return  in  consequence  must  be  defrayed.^ 

' On  the  loth  November  1769  the  principal  engineer  submits  the 
following  progress  report ; Agreeable  to  your  orders  of  the  7th  instant 
I now  lay  before  you  the  present  state  of  the  works,  also  what  has  been 
done  since  my  address  of  the  20th  April  1769.  The  west  ravelin  has 
had  additional  terrace  platforms  and  banquettes  containing  7956  solid 
feet  of  masonry,  the  rampart  is  filled  in  where  wanting  in  all  about 
2500  solid  feet  of  earth.  This  and  the  south-west  ravelin  are  ready  to 
'receive  their  guns  as  soon  as  necessary.  Hodges’’  ravelin  has  additional 
terrace  platforms  and  banquettes  containing  17,212  solid  feet  of 
masonry ; the  magazines  floored  with  plank,  and  the  store  room  with 
terrace.  This  work  is  ready  to  receive  its  guns  as  soon  as  it  may  be 
ithought  necessary.  Duke  of  Cumberland's  ravelin  has  had  a parapet 
added  containing  34,518  solid  feet  of  masonry  ; one  hundred  and  ten 
feet  of  the  retaining  wall  containing  5280  solid  feet  of  masonry  has  been 
built;  the  magazines  storerooms  and  guardroom  containing  20,756 
solid  feet  of  masonry,  have  been  arched  and  terraced  except  the  last  coat. 
Of  the  rampart  120  feet  containing  51,840  solid  feet  of  earth  have  also 
been  filled.  Except  platforms,  banquettes,  and  flooring  the  magazines 
and  store  rooms  this  work  is  finished.  The  removal  of  Dongri  has  been 
continued  with  as  much  spirit  as  our  numbers  admit.  Nearly  400,000 
solid  feet  of  the  hill  have  been  taken  away  for  forming  ditches.  For 
’Some  months  past  the  whole  area  under  removal  has  been  little  other 
than  one  entire  table  of  rock.  I may  safely  venture  to  affirm  it  is  one 
)f  the  most  obstinate  works  ever  undertaken.  However  I hope  to  be 
able  to  begin  the  masonry  of  the  envelope  of  Dongri  next  new  yeaFs 
lay  and  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  rendering  it  a very  strong  post 
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before  tlie  close  of  the  ensuing’  year.  I beg'an  the  foundation  of  the 
line  of  communication  from  the  bazar  ravelin  to  Dongri  on  the  1st ' 
instant,  which  I hope  to  complete  in  the  gross  with  its  detached 
redoubt  in  the  time  above  specified.  The  work  in  the  castle,  which, 
on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  workmen  had  been  laid  aside  for  some 
months,  was  set  about  the  1st  instant.  This  I hope  to  be  able  to 
continue  until  bomb-proofs  for  lodging  laboratory  and  other  stores  are 
completed. 

As  some  months  ago  it  appeared  to  me  that  I should  be  much 
distressed  for  carts  to  carry  from  Dongri  to  Mody  bay  the  stones  and 
earth  wanted  for  the  cremaillere  work  with  the  Honourable  Governors 
permission,  instead  of  carts  I set  about  making  gondallo  (gondola) 
boats.  Two  of  these  boats  are  finished  and  one  has  been  at  work  about 
seven  weeks.  They  answer  fully  even  to  my  wishes.  They  will  cost- 
upon  a medium  Bs.  1200  each.  Their  expenses,  one  tindal  at  Bs.  7,‘ 
fourteen  lascars  at  Bs.  6-0-30  each,  and  contingent  expenses 
Bs.  18-3-80  a month.  This,  interest  included,  brings  the  monthly 
expense  of  each  boat  to  Bs.  120.  Each  boat  makes  two  trij)s  in  the 
twenty-four  hours  and  at  each  trip  carries  one  hundred  cartloads  or 
upwards.  The  common  hire  paid  for  each  cartload  was  eight  single 
pice,  and  with  this  the  cartmen  were  discontented.  By  this  it  plainly 
appears  each  boat  earns  Bs.  600  a month ; so  that  she  clears  herself  in 
seventy-five  days,  and  then  makes  a monthly  saving  to  the  Honourable 
Company  of  Bs.  480.  As  four  boats  will  be  wanted,  and  are  in  hand, 
the  annual  saving*  will  be  £2880  sterling. 

In  compliance  with  your  orders  of  the  14th  June  1769  (and  agreeable 
to  my  proposals  made  to  the  Honourable  Governor)  I sent  officers  to 
different  parts  of  the  continent  on  recruiting  service.  They  have 
hitherto  succeeded  very  well  as  992  labourers  have  been  entered  since 
that  time.  I have  engaged  a great  manj^  of  these  men  at  even  less 
than  the  proposed  terms  and  in  the  course  of  the  season  hope  to  secure 
as  many  as  is  necessary.  On  2000  men  the  yearly  difference  between 
the  Surat  plan  and  mine  will  be  upwards  of  Bs.  34,000.  As  it  has 
ever  been  my  endeavour  to  carry  on  the  Honourable  Company's 
works  with  the  greatest  despatch  and  on  the  most  frugal  plan,  I hope 
this  arrangement  has  and  will  meet  with  your  Honour^s  approbation, 
If  so,  I humbly  request  you  will  signify  the  same  to  my  Honourable 
Masters.^ 

On  the  15th  November  1769  Government  order  copy  of  this  lettei 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  Court  of  Directors. 

On  the  forenoon  of  the  1st  January  1770  Colonel  Keating  tk 
principal  engineer  laid  the  foundation  stone  of  the  new  fort  at  Dongfi 
and  by  order  of  the  Governor  named  it  Fort  George  in  honour  of  Hh 
Majesty  George  III.^ 

On  the  Principal  Engineer  representing  the  great  want  of  assist- 
ant engineers  for  the  new  works  in  progress  the  Board  pass  th( 


^ Principal  Engineer  to  Government  ]5tli  Nov.  1769,  Pub.  Diary  54  of  1769,  787-789 
^ Bom,  Gov.  Diary  1st  Jan.  1770,  Pub.  Diary  65  of  1770,  2. 
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following  orders  on  the  2nd  January  1770:  Head  a letter  from 
;the  principal  engineer  representing  the  great  want  of  assistant 
engineers  for  carrying  on  the  present  new  works  and  recommending 
:six  gentlemen  to  be  employed  in  that  capacity.  The  same  is  agreed  to 
during  the  carrying  on  of  the  present  works.  But  as  five  of  those 
i recommended  by  the  engineer  to  the  President  belong  to  the  artillery 
1 corps  which  already  furnishes  six  officers  to  this  duty,  it  is  resolved 
?that  only  two  artillery  officers  be  employed  on  this  occasion  and  that 
] Ensign  Robert  Lambert  with  any  other  three  gentlemen  properly 
j qualified  make  up  the  number.  Captain  Lockart  Russel  must  also  be 
3 ordered  up  from  Tellicherry  by  the  first  opportunity.^ 

It  has  been  noted  above  that  the  Court  were  in  doubt  whether 
to  demolish  or  fortify  Dongri  hill  and  they  put  off  a final  decision 
I until  the  hill  was  surveyed  by  Colonel  Campbell.  On  receipt  of  his 
[report,  on  the  6th  April  1770,  the  Court  approve  of  the  action  taken  by 
» the  Bombay  Government.  The  Court  write  : We  have  very  attentively 
: considered  your  advices  respecting  Dongri  hill,  also  the  plan  proposed 
'■by  Colonel  Campbell  for  fortifying  it.  If  that  gentleman^ s estimate  is 
■ correct  that  the  demolition  of  the  hill  would  cost  £130,000  more  than 
fits  fortification,  we  cannot  hesitate  a moment  to  approve  the  orders  you 
ihave  given  for  the  execution  of  that  work  in  the  manner  recommended 
-vby  Colonel  Campbell.  We  therefore  direct  that  you  cause  Dongri  fort 
to  be  completed  with  all  possible  expedition.^ 

On  the  23rd  April  1770  Colonel  Keating  submits  his  progress 
report  of  the  fortification  works.  He  writes  : Agreeable  to  your  orders 
' of  yesterday  I now  lay  before  you  the  progress  made  in  the  Honourable 
; Company's  fortifications  since  my  last  under  15th  November  1769. 
The  Duke  of  Cumberland  ravelin  has  had  the  last  coat  of  terrace  given 
to  the  platform  over  the  magazines  and  proof  store  and  guard  rooms. 
"At  Dongri  hill,  to  clear  a site  for  the  fort  about  570,000  solid  feet 
mostly  rock  have  been  removed.  On  the  1st  January  (1770)  I laid  the 
foundation  stone  of  the  new  fort  and  by  order  of  the  Honourable 
Governor  Mr.  T.  Hodges,  named  it  Fort  George.  Since  then  the 
: envelope  has  been  carried  on  as  fast  as  possible.  It  is  at  present 
mearly  10  feet  high  and  contains  about  7^,000  solid  feet  of  the  very 
‘ best  masonry  ; the  rampart  being  filled  with  the  most  solid  materials 
containing  about  128,000  solid  feet.  The  retaining  wall  of  the  counter- 
scarp is  carried  on  from  south  to  north  about  300  feet  in  length  and 
10  high  containing  about  17,000  solid  feet  of  masonry  and  stones  and 
earth  filled  therein  in  quantity  about  300,000  solid  feet.  The  gallery 
for  countermining  the  counterscarp  is  carried  on  in  length  246  feet 
containing  4700  solid  feet  of  masonry.  The  line  of  communication 
and  its  redoubt  were  begun  the  1st  of  November  1769.  The  whole 
of  the  masonry  is  carried  nearly  the  level  of  the  cordon.  The  parapet 
of  the  first  branch  containing  about  160,720  solid  feet  of  masonry  is 
begun  and  about  7 5,000  solid  feet  filled  in  to  the  rampart.  The  work  in 
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^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  2nd  Jan.  1770,  Pub.  Diary  55  of  1770,  2. 

2 Court  to  Bombay  6tb  April  1770  para  43,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  8 of 
1769  - 1771,  150. 
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the  castle  has  been  continued.  Every  objectionable  part  of  the  old  house 
has  been  removed  and  most  part  of  the  foundation  from  the  bomh 
proof  lodgments  are  laid  containing  about  24_,500  solid  feet  ol 
masonry. 

I have  the  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  assure  the  Honourable  Boarc 
that  by  the  close  of  this  year^  Dongri  will  be  above  the  power  of  ar, 
assault  from  the  most  vigorous  enemy 

Seven  months  later,  the  27th  November  1770,  Colonel  Keating 
submits  a further  progress  report : According  to  your  order  of  thf 
13th  instant  I now  lay  before  you  an  account  of  the  progress  of  tht 
works  made  in  the  Honourable  Company’s  fortifications  since  tht 
23rd  of  last  April.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland’s  ravelin  has  had  the 
store  rooms  and  bomb-proof  terraced  and  theplatforms  andbanquettef' 
nearly  finished.  The  removal  of  Dongri  hill  to  make  room  for  the 
casemates  and  ditches  has  been  continued.  About  450,000  solid 
feet  most  part  of  it  solid  rock  have  been  removed  and  filled  into  the 
glacis.  The  envelope  of  Fort  George  has  its  masonry  finishes 
except  terrace  platforms  banquettes  and  arch  over  the  crane.  The 
masonry  added  to  this  work  since  my  last  is  about  128,640  solid 
feet.  As  the  situation  of  this  work  makes  it  of  the  greatest  con-: 
sequence,  I have  been  in  every  respect  as  attentive  as  possible  ta 
its  strength  and  may  venture  to  say  it  will  be  as  secure  and 
serviceable  a work  as  any  whatever.  The  counterscarp  of  Fori 
George  from  the  line  of  communication  to  the  west-north-west^ 
salient  angle  of  the  envelope  is  finished  in  length  435  feet.  From 
thence  it  is  carrying  on  (and  is  at  different  levels)  to  the  termina-. 
tion  at  the  water  side.  The  masonry  added  to  this  part  since  my 
last  is  about  52,010  solid  feet.  The  filling  behind  the  revetment  of 
the  counterscarp  for  forming  the  glacis  is  well  advanced.  The 
mining  the  counterscarp  has  also  been  continued.  439  feet  ol 
gallery  and  the  chambers  are  completed,  and  the  remainder  raised 
as  high  as  the  spring  of  the  arches.  Platforms  and  banquettes 
excepted,  the  whole  masonry  of  the  line  of  communication  and  its 
redoubt  is  finished.  The  masonry  added  since  my  last  is  about 
72,400  solid  feet ; and  the  earth  filled  into  the  rampart  170,00C 
solid  feet.  The  bomb-proof  laboratory  and  lodgments  in  the  castle 
are  nine  feet  above  the  level  of  the  flooring,  representing  since  last- 
April  an  addition  of  nearly  44,500  solid  feet.  On  the  21st  July 
last  I began  the  envelope  of  the  north  front  of  Bombay.  Since  then 
the  counterscarp  of  the  body  has  been  raised  4J  feet  for  945  feet  in 
length  that  is  about  11,340  solid  feet  of  masonry,  and  the  earth  filled 
in  order  to  form  the  rampart  of  the  envelope.  On  the  ditch  and 
the  scarp  and  counterscarp  of  the  envelope  about  20,000  solid  feet 
of  masonry  have  been  expended.” 

The  Collector  and  Chief  of  Mahim  delivering  in  a report  valua- 
tion of  the  Honourable  Company’s  and  private  oarts  cut  down, 


^ Principal  Engineer  to  Government,  23rd  April  1770,  Pub.  Diary  55  of  1770,  290- 
291. 

2 Principal  Engineer  to  Govt.  27tb  Nov.  1770,  Pub.  Diary  66  of  1770,  719  - 721. 
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on  account  of  the  new  works,  the  Board,  on  the  13th  February 
177b  ordered  that,  as  before  directed,  the  Company’s  oarts  must  be 
immediately  sold  and  after  satisfying  the  owners  of  the  private 
oarts  cut  down,  the  balance  musC  be  paid  into  the  Honourable 
Company’s  treasury.  Further  as  allowing  credit  will  much  benefit 
the  sale,  it  is  ordered  that  on  furnishing  ample  security  purchasers 
be  allowed  two  months  to  pay.^ 

The  Collector  and  Chief  of  Mahim  lay  before  the  Board  valuation 
of  the  Honourable  Company’s  oarts  at  Mahim  and  of  the  private 
oarts  cut  down  on  account  of  the  new  works.  As  the  proprietors 
of  the  private  oarfcs  have  agreed  to  take  the  Company’s  Mahim 
oarts  in  exchange  at  prices  stipulated  and  the  prices  named  being 
reasonable  and  the  arrangement  more  satisfactory  than  selling  the 
Honourable  Company’s  oarts,  the  proposal  is  directed  {26th  March 
1771)  to  be  carried  into  execution.^ 

On  the  20th  April  1771  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  writes  to  the 
President:  At  the  last  Sessions  in  their  representation  to  His 
Majesty’s  Justices  *the  Grand  Jury  urged  the  great  necessity  for 
cleaning  the  town  ditch.  If  not  removed,  the  filth  therein  might 
prove  very  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  and 
requested  an  order  might  be  issued  for  that  purpose.^  On  the  above 
representation  the  Board,  on  the  23rd  April  1771,  direct  that  the 
town  ditch  be  cleaned  so  soon  as  the  proper  season  arrives.^ 

Abuses  in  the  contracts  for  Dongri  hill  and  other  mines  having 
come  to  their  notice  Government  appointed  a committee  of  inquiry. 
On  the  25th  May  I 7 71  the  committee  submitted  the  following  report : 
On  reference  to  the  fortification  paymaster’s  books  since  the 
beginning  of  the  works  in  1753  we  find  that  in  Mr.  DeFunck’s 
time  the  mining  work  was  done  by  European  soldiers  who  had  a 
daily  pay  for  this  service  exclusive  of  their  garrison  pay.  From 
the  time  Mr.  Mace  had  charge  of  the  works  until  January  1759  the 
mining  work  was  performed  by  garrison  sepoys  who  exclusive  of 
their  pay  as  sepoys  received  one-quarter  of  a rupee  per  foot  minedr 
From  January  1759  to  March  1763  mining  was  performed  by 
different  persons  at  Be.  0-1-50  (as.  6)  the  foot.  From  1763  to  the 
present  it  has  been  at  one  quarter  of  a rupee  and  forty  res 
(Re.  0-1-40  that  is  as.  SyV)  as  now  paid  to  Vishvanath  Narayanji. 
We  called  on  Yishvanath  Narayanji  the  contractor  and  asked  him 
what  and  how  he  paid  the  miners.  He  told  us  from  16  to  22  pice 
the  foot  according  to  the  nature  of  the  stone,  the  lowest  being  for 
soft  stones  and  the  highest  for  hard.  We  also  examined  on  oath 
several  of  the  miners  who  confirmed  the  same,  particularly  acquaint- 
ing us  that  at  the  north  front  of  the  town  they  receive  22  pice  the 
foot  and  at  the  south  side  of  Dongri  hill  20  pice,  on  the  east  by  the 
sea  side  18  pice,  and  to  the  north  in  the  ditch  which  was  the  softest 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  13th  Feb.  1771,  Fnb.  Diary  57  of  1771,  92. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  26th  March  1771,  Buh.  Diary  57  of  1771,  226. 

3 Puh.  Diary  57  of  1771,  345-346.  , 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  23rd  April  177b  Pub.  Diary  57  of  177b  334  "335, 
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16.  We  then  asked  Vishvanath  Narayanji  how  the  profit  arising: 
between  the  contract  price  and  the  prices  paid  to  the  miners 
was  disposed  of.  He  replied  he  had  one  pice  the  foot  for  looking 
after  this  work  and  paying  the  people,  and  that  he  paid  the. 
difference  to  his  master  the  principal  engineer.  We  then  called 
upon  him  for  his  monthly  payment  rolls.  But  he  on  oath  acquainted 
us  that  they  were  not  in  his  possession  but  in  Colonel  Keating’s.- 
By  the  measurement  account  for  April  which  he  produced,  it: 
plainly  appears  to  us  that  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  thereby 
what  mines  were  blown  up  at  Dongri  hill  and  what  at  the  bazdr. 
gate;  and  he  prevaricated  so  much  that  we  could  get  from  him  no: 
satisfactory  accounts  whatever.  The  miners  who  work  at  Mazgaon 
dock  under  Mr.  Watson  were  then  interrogated  on  oath.  They . 
declared  that  they  receive  no  more  than  16  pice  the  foot,  whether 
the  stone  be  hard  or  soft ; that  they  have  stone  at  Mazgaon  equally . 
hard  as  at  the  bazar  gate ; that  they  had  before  worked  both  on 
Dongri  hill  and  at  the  Apollo  and  bazar  gates,  for  which  they  received 
16  pice ; that  they  never  received  any  more,  nor  ever  heard  thah 
more  was  given.  Nor,  as  Mr.  Watson  acquaints  the  committee^ 
have  they  ever  asked  for  any  increase  in  their  pay,  or  ever  expressed 
the  least  dissatisfaction  at  what  is  now  allowed  them.^ 

After  debate  on  the  above  report  at  their  Consultation,  the  28th 
May  1771,  the  Board  resolved  that  as  a punishment  for  his  contempt 
of  their  orders  to  produce  his  accounts,  Vishvanath  be  immediately^ 
committed  into  close  confinement  in  the  castle  without  permission 
to  speak  to  any  person  whatever  until  he  is  ready  to  produce  the 
accounts  demanded  of  him  which  the  Board  are  convinced  he  mush 
have  in  his  possession.^ 

About  the  middle  of  1771  (June  26th)  Government  ordered  that: 
in  future  the  new  fortification  paymaster  must  suffer  no  cocoanut: 
trees  to  be  cut  down  without  giving  the  Collector  previous  and 
sufficient  notice.^ 

The  same  year  (August  13th  1771)  Colonel  Keating  proposed 
the  following  change  in  a portion  of  Colonel  CampbelBs  plan: 
Upon  my  having  minutely  examined  into  the  nature  of  the  ground 
within  the  limits  of  the  esplanade  I find  that  the  redoubt  and  line 
of  communication  intended  to  be  erected  on  the  capital  of  the  small 
west  ravelin  will  be  of  very  little  (or  indeed  no)  service  towards 
retarding  an  enemy  in  their  approach  from  the  north  of  the  town, 
as  it  is  1491  yards  from  the  nearest  part  of  the  line  of  esplanade  and 
is  consequently  much  too  far  off  for  its  fire  to  be  of  material  service. 
For  the  above  reason  I beg  leave  to  recommend  to  this  Honourable 
Board  in  lieu  of  the  above  mentioned  works  a redoubt  and  line  ofl 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland’s  ravelin  as  laid  down  in  the  outlines  of 
the  fortifications  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Honourable  Governor. 
A redoubt  in  front  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland’s  ravelin  will 


1 Pub.  Diary  57  of  1771,  423  ■ 424. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  28tli  May  1771,  P.ub.  Diary  67  of  1771,  421  - 422. 
^ Bom,  Gov.  Diary  2Gtli  June  1771,  Pub.  Diary_58  of  1771,  512. 
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severely  check  an  enemy  much  earlier  in  tlieir  approach  than  a 
redoubt  off  the  small  west  ravelin.  It  will  also  be  full  as  easily 
supported,  being  well  secured  by  a heavy  fire  on  every  part.  Besides 
the  above  a great  advantage  arising  therefrom  is  that  it  will  take 
in  a great  deal  of  high  ground,  which  otherwise  must  be  removed. 
■The  Honourable  Gfovernor  and  General  Wedderburn  walked  over 
dhe  ground  and  from  what  they  declared  it  appeared  to  me  they 
3oincided  with  what  I have  here  observed.  As  I do  esteem  the 
above  work  of  much  utility  and  very  necessary  to  be  set  about 
i without  the  least  loss  of  time,  I beg  to  have  the  Honourable  Board’s 
brders  relating  thereto  as  soon  as  may  be  pleasing.^ 

On  perusal  of  the  above  letter  representing  that  the  redoubt 
and  line  of  communication  intended  by  Colonel  Campbell’s  plan  to 
oe  erected  on  the  capital  of  the  small  west  ravelin  will  be  of  very 
cittle  use,  and  proposing  that  one  be  erected  a little  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland’s  ravelin^  the  Board  at  a Consul- 
uation  on  the  13th  August  1771  ordered  that  the  engineer  lay 
before  them  at  their  next  meeting  Colonel  Campbell’s  plan  of  the 
works  and  a plan  of  that  which  he  proposes  should  be  erected, 
rhe  Board  will  then  take  the  same  into  consideration.^ 

'1  A week  later  the  principal  engineer  submits  the  plans  as  directed. 
He  writes,  20th  August  1771:  Agreeable  to  your  orders  I now  lay 
before  you  the  plan  of  the  fortifications  of  Bombay,  showing  the 
dtuation  of  the  redoubt  intended  to  be  erected  in  lieu  of  that  laid  down 
)n  the  capital  of  the  small  west  ravelin,  also  the  elevations  and  sections 
)f  the  Apollo  ravelin,  the  south-west  ravelin,  the  west  ravelin,  Hodges^ 
’•avelin,  the  bandar  pier,  and  the  new  building  and  ten-gun  curtain  in 
!;he  castle.  Those  of  the  remaining  works  carried  on  in  my  time  are 
hi  hand  and  shall  be  laid  before  your  Honour  as  soon  as  finished.  I 
bkewise  lay  before  this  Honourable  Board  lists  showing  the  sums  paid 
ur  working  the  mines  from  November  1766  to  July  1769.  The  rest 
)f  those  lists  shall  be  laid  before  you  as  soon  as  I have  got  correct 
(iopies  made  of  them.^ 

On  perusal  of  the  above  letter  from  the  principal  engineer  enclosing 
i plan  of  the  fortifications,  showing  the  situation  of  the  work  he  proposes 
•fnould  be  erected  in  lieu  of  that  intended  by  Colonel  Campbell, 
ind  at  the  same  time  giving  cover  to  the  elevations  and  sections ^ of 
iJundry  parts  of  the  works  and  his  accounts  of  the  sums  paid  for  working 
ke  mines  to  July  1769,  Government  direct  that  the  consideration  of 
he  engineers  proposal  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  surveys  who 
nust  examine  the  same  and  report  their  opinion  thereon.^ 

1 Probably  in  consequence  of  the  abuses  discovered  in  the  mines^ 
contracts  Government  appointed  a committee  to  frame  rules  in  respect 


1 Principal  Engineer  to  Govt.  13tli  Aug.  1771,  Pub.  Diary  58  of  1771,  783-784. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  13tli  Aug.  1771 , Pub.  Diary  58  of  1771,  767- 

2 Principal  Engineer  20tb  Aug.  1771,  Pub.  Diary  58  of  1771,  817.  None  of 
ihese  plans  and  lists  have  been  traced. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  20th  Aug.  1771,  Pub.  Diary  58  of  1771,  807. 
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to  the  new  works.  On  the  20th  August  1771  Government  received  the 
following  report  from  this  committee  ; We  now  enclose  your  Honour 
such  rules  and  directions  as  appear  to  us  necessary  for  the  guidance  of: 
the  committee  of  surveys  respecting  the  fortifications.  Also  some; 
further  regulations  for  the  new  fortification  paymaster  and  principal 
engineer'’ s offices.  The  following  regulations  are  necessary  for  the; 
committee  of  surveys  respecting  the  fortifications  : 

1.  That  no  member  of  this  committee  shall  he  directly  or  indirectly 
concerned  in  any  contracts,  purchases,  or  providing  materials,  or  in  paying  . 
any  of  the  people. 

2.  That  the  committee  report  to  the  Board  what  contracts  may  appear  .: 
to  them  necessary  to  be  made  in  order  that  the  Board  may  give  the  necessary  . 
directions  regarding  it. 

3.  That  a Board  shall  he  held  once  a week  or  oftener  if  necessary. 

4.  That  a store-keeper  be  appointed  who  shall  have  the  charge  and  he 
accountable  for  all  stores,  to  be  independent  of  the  paymaster  or  engineer 
further  than  as  hereinafter  mentioned.  The  principal  engineer  to  indent 
as  occasion  may  require  for  all  stores  to  the  paymaster.  Such  indents  if 
approved  to  he  countersigned  by  the  committee,  then  by  the  paymaster,- 
and  then  delivered  to  the  store-keeper  of  the  works  who  is  to  issue  no 
stores  whatever  but  by  indents  from  the  principal  engineer’s  assistants! ■ 
countersigned  by  the  principal  engineer.  This  store-keeper  to  deliver  his  • 
monthly  receipts  and  issues  to  the  paymaster  who  is  to  check  the  same: 
with  the  principal  engineer. 

5.  That  two  gentlemen  of  reputation  and  capacity  be  appointed  as 
surveyors  under  the  committee,  who  are  to  visit  all  the  works  yards  and 
stores  as  often  as  they  may  think  proper  or  are  directed.  That  the  store-: 
keeper’s  assistants,  engineer’s  assistants,  practitioner  engineers,  inspector?,  ■ 
muster  masters,  Purvoes,  and  artificers  any  wmy  employed  on  the  works  in. 
the  yards  or  stores,  shall  be  directed  to  give  the  surveyors  the  most  satis-^ 
factory  information  in  their  power  in  all  their  inquiries  i-egarding  the 
materials,  for  what  uses  they  are  intended  and  every  other  information  neces-^ 
sary  for  executing  this  ofiice. 

6.  That  all  materials  shall  be  examined  by  the  committee  or  their  sur-' 
yeyors.^  When  the  surveyors  conduct  the  examination  they  shall  make 
immediately  a report  of  their  quality  to  the  committee  before  the  same  are 
purchased.  As  soon  as  the  contractors  for  furnishing  timber  report  to  the 
committee  that  they  have  imported  a parcel  of  timber,  the  principal 
engineer  is  to  inspect  the  same  and  whatever  of  it  will  answer  for  the 
Honourable  Company’s  works  and  is  absolutely  wanted,  must  be  ordered 
by  him  to  have  a mark  put  thereon.  When  the  mark  is  cut  the  principal 
engineer  is  to  make  an  indent  for  the  said  timbers.  Should  the  same  be 
approved  by  the  committee  the  following  persons  must  be  ordered  to  take 
an  exact  account  of  the  measurement,  namely  one  of  the  two  surveyors,- 
one  assistant  of  each  office,  the  store-keeper,  and  the  overseer  of  the  timber 
yard.  They  shall  see  the  same  measured  examined  and  marked  with  the 
Honourable  Company’s  mark  and  number  and  the  quantity  it  contains 
marked  on  each  piece.  When  the  whole  of  their  accounts  are  delivered  in 
separately  and  are  found  to  truly  check  with  each  other,  the  bill  is  to  be 
certified  by  the  committee  and  paid,  but  not  otherwise. 

7.  That  four  young  gentlemen,  or  more  if  they  shall  be  found  necessary, 
shall  be  appointed  as  sub-surveyors  w'ho  must  attend  constantly  and 
inspect  the  quantity  and  expenditure  of  all  stores.  They  must  see  what 
work  is  done  by  the  miners  of  different  places,  see  the  mines  exactly  mea- 
sured, the  quantity  of  powder  used,  examine  when  they  are  blown  up,  and 
see  that  they  are  all  fired  and  that  an  exact  account  is  taken  of  all  the  con- 
tract-cut stones  and  measurements. 
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8.  That  the  sub-surveyors  shall  visit  all  the  stores  and  yards  and  "vvorks 
and  that  the  store-keeper’s  assistants,  engineer’s  assistants,  practitioner 
engineers,  Purvoes,  muster  masters,  inspectors,  and  artificers  employed, 
shall  satisfy  them  in  their  inquiries  regarding  materials,  their  uses,  and 
workmen  how  employed  as  far  as  in  their  power.  This  they  are  to  report 
to  the  committee  weekly  or  oftener  if  necessary. 

9.  The  sub-surveyors  to  make  daily  reports  to  the  head  surveyors  and 
they  to  the  committee  once  a week  or  oftener  if  required,  noticing  any 
abuses  that  may  come  under  their  observation. 

10.  A weekly  or  daily  report  of  the  number  of  workmen  employed,  the 
measurement  of  the  work  done,  the  receipt  and  expense  of  stores  and 
materials  should  be  given  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  each  work  to  the 
principal  engineer  who  will  refer  the  same  to  the  sub- engineer  to  be 
formed  into  one  general  report  to  be  laid  before  the  committee  directly. 

11.  That  a book-keeper  be  appointed  for  entering  the  reports  of  stores 
and  to  state  the  accounts  for  the  examination  and  control  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

12.  That  all  office  books  and  accounts  relative  to  the  fortifications  shall 
be  open  and  free  to  the  examination  of  any  of  the  members. 

13.  That  the  monthly  accounts  of  every  department  be  laid  before  the 
committee  by  the  20th  of  the  succeeding  month. 

The  Committee  continue : As  we  esteem  it  necessary  that  the  prin- 
j cipal  engineer  should  deliver  monthly  a particular  account  specifying 
( how  the  stores  issued  to  him  have  been  expended  in  oidei  that  the 
j paymaster  or  his  assistants  may  examine  and  chech  the  same  (which 
Jias  hitherto  never  yet  been  ordered),  we  are  of  opinion  he  should  be 
1 allowed  the  European  assistant  and  Purvoes  he  has  applied  for  in  order 
to  enable  him  to  have  such  accounts  duly  and  regulaily  kept.  As  theie 
is  great  reason  to  suppose  that,  according  to  thepiesent  mode  of  paying 
the  workmen,  the  Honourable  Company  lose  a gieat  deal  by  the  tiicks 
of  the  Purvoes  who  do  not  bring  to  the  Company  s ciedit  the  sums 
; arising  by  desertion  and  the  deaths  of  many  people  who  have  no  real 
1 heirs  or  any  others  properly  authorized  to  receive  then  wages,  it  is  in 
future  positively  ordered  that  an  assistant  from  each  office  is  to  be  piesent 
I when  the  different  companies  of  artificers  or  labouieis  aie  paid.  These 
assistants  are  to  be  furnished  with  a copy  of  all  payment  rolls,  and,  as 
they  see  the  people  paid,  they  are  to  postmark  them,  nor  shall  the 
, Purvoes^  accounts  be  allowed  of  further  than  they  check  with  those  of 
the  assistants.  To  prevent  the  said  assistants  being  imposed  upon  by 
: persons  assuming  false  names,  the  sabnis  of  the  company  o icei 
of  the  division  that  are  receiving  their  pay,  must  be  present  and  vouch 
for  the  identity  of  every  person.  If  any  sabnis  or  officer  or  any  person 
is  detected  in  endeavouring  to  pass  one  man  for  another,  he  must 
receive  the  most  exemplary  punishment.  The  better  to  enable  t e 
above  gentlemen  to  do  their  duty  and  avoid  imposition,  they  are  to  do 
no  other  business  than  seeing  the  payments  made,  and  taking  check 
musters  upon  the  different  works  in  hand.  When  employe  upon  e 
last  mentioned  duty,  by  frequently  viewing  with  attention  every  per- 
son they  muster  they  will  in  a little  time  become  yeiy  we  acquain  e 
with  their  faces.  It  is  here  necessary  to  observe  and  it  is  well  known  that 
when  any  person  is  inclined  to  desert  the  service  and  has  no  other 
impediments  in  the  way  than  wages  being  due  to  him  he  can  very 
readily  find  those  in  the  bazdr  who  make  a practice  of  buying  such 
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wages  for  a trifle.  By  this  means  the  Honourable  Company  lose  their 
workmen  and  pay  money  to  men  who  never  give  half  value  for  it.  A ' 
man  who  is  noted  for  those  practices  and  has  been  detected  in  them,  is 
one  Sacrah  (Shankar)  a Banian.  To  remedy  this  last  abuse,  as  muehi 
as  may  be  without  pi’oof  on  oath  checked  by  the  engineer'’ s pay  sheets,^ 
no  wage  is  to  be  paid  to  any  person  on  pretence  that  he  or  she  to 
whom  such  wage  is  due,  is  dead.  As  it  frequently  happens  that 
among  so  large  a number  of  people  as  are  employed  on  the  works, v 
numbers  are  disabled  by  sickness  from  attending  a'fc  the  proper  times  s 
for  receiving  their  pay,  it  is  therefore  necessary  that  four  days  in  eaelili 
month  should  be  appointed  for  calling  over  such  peoples'’  names.  As  it’ 
is  very  proper  that  those  four  days  should  be  knowm  to  the  whole  of  the 
working  people,  the  2nd  4th  6th  and  8th  days  of  each  month  are 
appointed  for  that  purpose.  In  order  to  prevent  desertion  even  for  a. 
time,  or  workmen  going  from  the  Honourable  Company's  to  privates 
works,  any  persons  who  shall  stand  more  than  two  months  unpaid 
without  being  able  to  prove  that  their  not  attending  before  was  entirely  v 
owing  to  their  want  of  health,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive  any  sums  - 
which  might  have  been  due  unto  them.  All  such  sums  undemanded 
for  the  space  of  four  months,  shall  then  be  carried  to  the  Honourable 
Company’s  credit.  Of  these  regulations  all  j^ersons  now  employed  upon 
the  wmrks  must  receive  due  notice  ; and  every  one  who  shall  in  future 
enter  into  the  service  must  be  made  acquainted  with  them  at  the  time 
of  being  registered.  As  to  have  a fixed  price  for  each  article  of 
petty  stores  will  save  an  infinite  deal  of  trouble  in  adjusting  accounts,, 
such  standard  j^rice  must  be  settled  upon  the  follownng  plan  : Agree-*- 
able  to  the  returns  given  in  annually  by  the  principal  engineer  the 
•following  articles  shall  be  laid  in  during  the  month  of  December. r 
The  price  of  each  article  shall  then  be  ascertained  by  the  Honourable 
Board,  and  shall  not  be  altered  for  one  year  after,  namely  Middle 
baskets  of  Bombay,  ditto  of  Thana,  large  baskets,  large  Bhiwndi^ 
rafters,  ditto  of  small  sort,  ditto  smaller,  Duka  (half-dressed?) 
rafters,  Chowkas  squared  rafters,  Daskattys  perhaps  tezhdthis  or  barge 
poles,  large  Furkils  (?),  small  Furkils  (?),  Vizally  sottas  or  batons  of 
mzdli  wood  (?),  charcoal  in  bundles,  large  wooden  handles  for  tools, s 
Gool  Gull  {gugul)  balsam,  hemp,  red  earth,  Bombay  coir,  large  or  small 
bricks,  chalk,  cajans,  Ba  japur  firewood,  twine.  As  the  following  articles 
vary  in  price,  two  statements  should  be  made,  one  in  the  month  of 
December  the  other  in  the  month  of  July,  namely  Bamboos  large, 
ditto  small,  tattas,  jingelly  oil,  dammar,  jagri,  and  Calicut  coir.^ 

On  the  above  report  the  Bombay  Diary  of  the  20th  August  1771 
has  the  following  entry  : The  committee  appointed  to  frame  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  committee  of  surveys  in  their  superintendence 
of  the  new  works,  now  lays  before  the  Board  a letter  enclosing  the 
regulations  they  have  drawn  up  for  that  purpose,  and  for  the  better 
government  of  the  engineer  and  paymasters  offices.  All  these  are 
now  read  and  being  maturely  debated,  it  is  resolved  that  they  be  car- 


’ New  Works  Rules  mid  Regulations  Committee’s  Report,  IDtli  Aim.  1771.  Pub. 
Diary  58  of  1771,  810-817.  i ^ & 
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Ified  into  execution.  In  order  thereto  the  following-  appointments  are 
vnow  made  : Mr.  Benjamin  Hollamby,  storekeeper  to  the  fortifications 
hvith  a monthly  allowance  of  Bs.  100  and  Mr.  Henry  Alleyn,  a 
cadet,  clerk  of  the  receipts  and  issues  under  the  storekeeper  with  a 
imonthly  allowance  of  Bs.  30.  Majors  Dagon  and  Burr,  surveyors 
bnder  the  committee  with  a monthly  allowance  of  Bs.  60  for  a carriage 
lind  palanquin  to  enable  them  to  discharge  their  duty.  Lieutenants 
irurner,  Torriano,  Hollamby,  and  Black,  sub-surveyors  under  the 
ipommittee  with  a monthly  allowance  of  Bs.  30.  Mr.  Francis  William 
Qpemberton,  accountant  to  the  committee,  with  a monthly  allowance 
k;f  Bs.  30.  Ordered  that  the  engineer  retain  an  European  assistant 
imd  the  additional  Purvoes  recommended  by  the  committee  that  the 
viccounts  of  his  office  may  be  more  duly  and  regularly  kept.^ 

} With  a view  to  reduce  the  current  expenditure  in  connection  with 
{the  new  works,  on  the  22nd  October  1771  the  Board  pass  the  follow- 
jing  orders  : The  Board  taking  into  consideration  the  very  low  state 
^[3f  the  treasury  with  the  necessity  of  reducing  the  current  expenses  as 
roiuch  as  possible,  and  as  the  monthly  expense  of  the  new  works  is  very 
'i^reat  and  such  as  we  are  not  able  to  continue  until  we  may  have  a 
iBowing  cash,  it  is  ordered  that  the  Committee  of  Surveys  report  to  the 
ijBoard  as  soon  as  possible  the  works  in  their  opinion  immediately 
^iiiecessary  to  be  carried  on,  with  the  number  of  men  wanted  for  them, 
Lnd  a calculate  of  their  expense  that  we  may  discharge  as  many  of  the 
imen  at  present  employed  as  can  possibly  be  spared.^ 

I Two  weeks  later  Government  further  resolved  and  ordered  at  their 
[I Consultation,  the  9th  November  1771,  that  no  new  works,  machines,  or 
jimplements  that  will  amount  to  more,  on  making,  than  the  sum  of 
Bs.  500,  be  constructed  on  the  new  fortification  office  or  any  other  office 
Hwhatever  without  the  sanction  of  the  Board  signified  in  writing.'^ 

A At  a Consultation,  the  25th  February  1772,  the  Board  debated 
) whether  any  individual  member  of  the  committee  of  surveys  established 
by  the  Honourable  Company'’ s commands,  dated  12th  May  1758,  has  a 
hight  to  question  and  interrogate  whomsoever  he  pleases  whether 
Artificers  or  others  belonging  to  the  several  offices  to  which  that  com- 
. Jmittee  relates.  After  mature  deliberation  it  was  resolved  that  every 
imember  of  Council  has  a right  to  make  such  inquiry  as  to  them  may 
appear  proper  of  whomsoever  they  think  necessary.  Similarly  any  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  of  surveys  may  inquire  in  those  offices  to  which 
that  committee  relates.  At  the  same  time  neither  the  members  of 
iCouncil  nor  the  committee  of  surveys  have  any  powers  in  consequence 
of  inquiries  to  give  orders  without  previous  reference  to  the  head  of 
jhe  office.^ 

■ As  regards  the  daily  wages  of  the  artificers  and  labourers  the 
committee  appointed  in  1772  made  the  following  report  to  the  Board 
on  the  21th  February  1772  ; In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  18tli 
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instant  we  now  lay  before  your  Honour  a statement  of  the  daily  wage; 
allowed  the  different  artificers  and  labourers  employed  on  the  Honourahli 
Company’s  works  in  1740,  1750,  1760,  1767,  and  the  present  timi 
(1772)  with  an  account  of  the  prices  paid  for  batty  at  each  of  thos'is 
different  periods^ : 

Daily  Wages  to  Craftsmen  and  Labourers,  1740  -1772. 


Workers. 

1740, 

1750. 

1760. 

1767. 

1772. 

Pice. 

Pice. 

Pice. 

Pice. 

Pice. 

Carpenters,  able  

26 

27 

27 

27 

27 

Do.  indifferent  

20  to  21 

22  to  24 

22  to  24 

22  to  24 

22  to  24 

Smiths,  able  

18 

18 

21^ 

21^ 

Do.  indifferent  

15 

15 

15 

16 

Labourers,  able  

9 to  10 

10 

14, 15  to  18 

13  to  12 

10 

Do.  middling  

7 to  8 

8 

10,  11  to  12 

8^  to  10 

8i 

Bricklayers,  able  

14,  15  to  16 

22  to  24 

24  to  26 

24  to  26 

24  to  27 

Do.  indifferent  

12  to  13 

20  to  18 

20  to  22 

20  to  22 

20  to  22 

During  the  above  years  the  prices  of  batty  shown  in  the  genera:, 
books  were : 


Year. 

Dice,  1740  - 1772. 

Rupees 
the  Muda. 

1740 

• • • • • • 

20 

1750 

• • • • • • 

25 

1760 

• • • * ♦ • 

...  16 

1767 

• • • • • • 

25 

1772 

• • • t • • 

18 

On  enquiry  into  the  cause  of  the  gradual  increase  of  pay  to  th 
artificers  and  still  more  to  the  labourers,  we  were  informed  by  the  hea, 
overseers  in  the  different  departments  that  it  has  been  chiefly  occasioned 
by  not  having  sufficient  numbers  of  those  people  inhabitants  o 
Bombay.  This  rendered  it  necessary  at  different  times  to  send  fo’ 
and  engage  large  numbers  on  the  other  side,  who,  in  consideratioi 
thereof  had  an  advanced  pay  allowed  them.  In  October  1767  we  fine 
the  committee  of  accounts  remarked  on  the  high  price  of  labour  an< 
recommended  reduction.  In  consequence  Messrs.  Boddam,  Jervh 
and  Mostyn  were  appointed  a committee  for  regulating  wages,  to  whos 
report  we  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Honour.  It  appears  that  this  com 
mittee  proposed  12  pice  a day  for  an  able-bodied  labourer  and  less  h 
proportion  agreeable  to  strength  and  age.  At  this  rate  the  Honourabl 
the  President  and  Council  fixed  the  same  by  publication.  In  Apri 
or  May  1769,  orders  having  been  given  to  the  principal  engineer  t 
increase  the  number  of  workmen  on  the  fortifications,  he  on  the  13t] 
June  addressed  a letter  to  the  Honourable  the  President  and  Counci 
which  was  laid  before  the  Board  and  in  consequence  the  daily  pay  o 
labourers  was  increased  to  80  and  72  res.  These  rates  we  find  hav 
been  continued  from  the  above  j)eriod  until  the  beginning  of  this  montl 
when  the  Honourable  the  President  proposed  to  the  different  pay 
masters  to  lower  them.  They  have  accordingly  been  again  reduced  ti 
the  daily  rate  of  63  res  to  an  able-bodied  man.  Though  from  tk 
best  information  we  can  procure  we  are  of  op)inion  the  rate  cannot  b 
at  present  further  reduced,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  above  ougb 


1 Committee’s  Keport  to  Government  24tli  Feb.  1772,  Pub.  Diary  60  of  1772,  214-216. 
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q:o  be  considered  the  pay  of  the  most  stout  able  man  and  should  be 
nroportionably  less  to  those  who  are  advanced  in  years  or  are  in  any 
p'espect  deficient  in  strength.  The  pay  of  artificers  is  not  greatly 
•jncreased  and  we  are  assured,  will  not  admit  of  much  if  any  reduction. 
^W^e  submit  to  your  Honour^ s consideration  the  rates  hereafter  entered 
itvhich  we  are  informed  will  be  most  just  and  equitable,  considered 
footh  with  respect  to  the  workmen  and  our  Honourable  Employers : 


Craftsmen  and  Labourers' 
Class. 

Carpenters,  good 
Do.  middling 

Bricklayers  and  Stone-cutters,  good 
Do.  middling 
Smiths,  good 
Do.  middling 
Workmen,  able-bodied 
Do.  inferior 


Wages,  1772. 

Rate,  Pice  the  Day. 

27 

...  20  to  24 

24  to  27 
...  20  to  22 

16 
13 
10 
84 


" On  receipt  of  this  report  the  Board  passed  the  following  orders, 
die  25th  February  1772:  The  committee  appointed^  in  our  last 
r 18th  February)  Consultation  to  examine  the  rates  paid  to  artificers 
ind  labourers,  to  ascertain  the  prices  of  provisions  at  certain  stated 
i periods,  and  to  suggest  the  present  proper  rate  of  wages,  now  lay 
die  same  before  the  Board.  It  is  therefore  resolved  that  the  several 
[paymasters  be  directed  to  pay  the^  rates  herein  mentioned  in^  their 
Respective  offices.  At  the  same  time  if  it  can  be  done  without 
[iprejudice  to  the  public  service  they  are  recommended  to  use  their 
fptmost  endeavours  to  reduce  wages  even  lower  and  the  Secretary  is 
alirected  to  issue  a publication  strictly  enjoining  all  private  persons  on 
310  account  to  pay  more  than  the  rates  herein  specified  or  on  conviction 
)f  the  contrary  before  a magistrate  by  the  oath  of  two  credible 
bvitnesses  they  shall  be  fined  in  the  sum  of  Bs.  100  for  such  offence, 
Diie-half  of  which  to  go  to  the  informer  and  the  other  to  the  Company. 
Any  labourer  or  artificer  refusing  to  work  at  the  rate  mentioned  therein 
'dial!  be  put  to  hard  labour  on  the  works  for  one  month  for  the  first 
j£)ffence  and  for  every  subsequent  offence  shall  receive  corporal  punish- 
ment at  the  discretion  of  two  Justices  of  the  Peace.^ 


] On  the  10th  March  1772  the  committee  of  surveys  inform  the 
Board  that  the  prices  of  labourers'  wages  have  been  reduced  from  thirteen 
ipice  per  day  to  ten  pice  for  the  best  labourers  and  the  others  in 
])roportion.^ 

7 On  the  I7th  March  1772  Captain  Nilson  the  acting  principal 
pngineer  submits  the  following  progress  report  to  Government: 
Before  the  departure  of  the  Hampshire  for  Europe  I take  the  liberty 
JuO  lay  before  your  Honour  and  Council  a report  of  the  progress  of  the 
fiortifications  from  the  time  I took  charge  and  had  the  direction  of 
[3hem.  The  quantity  of  cubic  feet  of  masonry  completed  on  the  several 
ivorks  is  as  follows  : 
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Fort  George 

...  41,198 

Arch- work 

2799 

The  Castle 

1185 

Arch-work 

8400 

Hodges’  Ravelin  Sallyport 

...  3966 

Retaining  wall  of  the  Town  Ramparts 

...  29,921 

Cumberland  Ravelin  Sallyport 

1740 

Horth  Envelope 

...  52,216 

Total 

...  141,375 

The  galleries  o£  the  countermining  casemate  gateway  and  magazine  c 
the  envelope  of  Fort  George  are  all  plastered,  amounting  to  sujoerficie 
feet  1 2,500.  The  greatest  part  of  the  glacis  of  Fort  George  is  also  fillei 
up  containing  above  130,000  solid  feet  of  earth  and  stone.  The  casemat- 
on  the  side  of  Fort  George  is  more  than  half  completed,  the  supportin;. 

arches  for  those  on  the  east  side  are  two-thirds  completed  the 

mount  for  the  west  curtain  is  entirely  finished,  and  the  pillars  for  th 
casemates  on  the  north  side  two-thirds  finished,  I have  completed  thrc! 
faces  of  the  redan  at  the  north  front  and  built  a parapet  IL  feet  thic: 
and  245  feet  in  length  behind  the  rampart  which  can  mount  12  piec6^ 
of  cannon.  The  foundation  for  another  redan  of  the  north  front  is  noi 
being  laid  and  the  retaining  wall  of  the  ramparts  is  finished  as  fa: 
as  the  bazar  gate.  The  two  sallyports  of  the  Hodges’  and  Cumberlan 
ravelins  are  almost  completed  as  also  the  retaining  wall  of  the  cavalie 
of  Princess  bastion ; two  arches  of  the  castle  casemates,  105  feet  Ion 
and  20  feet  broad,  are  completed  to  a few  keystones  of  one  of  them 
and  five  paved  platforms  are  finished  at  the  dock  bastions.  The  num- 
ber of  mines  sprung  is  25,614.  The  number  of  Warli  cut  arch  stone 
fixed  in  the  arches  is  1588  and  those  of  the  Mazgaon  stone  amount  t 
7806.  I have  begun  to  dig  the  ditches  of  Hodges'  ravelin  and  sha. 
shortly  begin  the  ditch  of  the  Cumberland  ravelin,  both  which  1 hop 
to^  complete  before  the  rains.  Every  possible  diligence  and  despatc: 
will  be  used  to  effect  the  so-niuch-wished-for  completion  of  the  wort 
of  this  fortification.  I humbly  hope  that  my  attention  hitherto  ha 
merited  your  Honour's  approbation.  If  so,  I shall  esteem  myself  ver 
hapipy  and  take  the  liberty  to  recpuest  the  favour  of  your  Honour  an 
Council  being  pleased  to  recommend  me  to  the  Honourable  Company  fc 
succeeding  to  the  post  of  principal  engineer  if  it  should  so  fall  ou 
that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Keating’  does  not  return  hither  in  tha. 
station.^ 

On  the  17th  March  1772,  on  reading  the  above  letter  from  tk 
acting  principal  engineer,  the  Board  ordered  that  it  be  entered  at  tt 
foot  of  this  Consultation  and  add : As  we  are  convinced  Capo  tain  Nilso- 
is  very  attentive  to  this  branch  his  request  is  complied  with  i 
reeoinmending  him  to  the  Honourable  Company  to  succeed  to  the  post  ( 
porincipal  engineer,^ 

On  the  same  day,  17th  March  1772,  the  Collector  acquainting  tl 
Board  that  on  account  of  the  objections  made  by  the  proprietors  (• 


1 Pub.  Diary  60  of  1772,  316  - 317 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  17th  Mar.  1772,  Public  Diary  60  of  1772,  310  - 311. 
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oarts  on  whicli  houses  are  to  be  built,  he  finds  great  difficulty  in  allot- 
ting ground  for  the  persons  whose  houses  are  pulled  down,  and,  at  the 
. same  time,  laying  before  the  Board  the  draft  of  a publication  for  their 
approval  which  he  believes  will  in  a great  measure  obviate  the  difficulty, 
it  is  accordingly  now  read  and  being  approved  the  Secretary  is  directed 
to  issue  a publication  to  that  effect.^ 

In  reference  to  the  orders  directing  the  town  ditch  to  be  cleaned 
I the  merchants  submitted  a petition  on  which,  on  the  30th  June  1772, 

• the  Bombay  Council  issued  the  following  orders  : Read  a petition 
1 from  the  principal  Gentus  Moormen  and  other  inhabitants  of  the 
■ island  desiring  to  be  excused  from  paying  any  proportion  of  the 
. charge  of  cleaning  the  town  ditch,  and  instead  suggesting  that  each 
: caste  furnish  a proportionable  number  of  people  for  that  service. 
5 As  we  find  this  method  will  be  attended  with  delay  and  as  on  account 
of  the  advanced  season  it  is  necessary  that  the  ditch  should  be 
^ cleaned  with  all  expedition,  the  land  paymaster  is  therefore  directed 
j immediately  to  engage  a sufficient  number  of  persons  to  clean  the 
j ditch.  He  is  to  keep  a distinct  account  of  the  charge  in  order  that 
[ it  may  be  made  good  by  an  assessment  on  each  caste  excepting  those 
H merchants  who  have  paid  Rs.  100  annually  by  the  custom  house 
ihooks  for  customs  as  they  therein  pay  one  per  cent  towards  the 
j fortifications,  and  also  such  persons  who  for  particular  reasons  have 
)been  usually  excepted,^ 

The  Bombay  Diary  of  the  14th  July  1772  has  the  following 
ientry : The  land  paymaster  acquaints  us  that  the  greatest  part  of 
The  ditch  before  the  north  front  has  been  well  cleaned  but  the  great 
iwant  of  baskets  prevented  bis  going  on  with  this  work  and  he  there- 
ifore  discharged  the  labourers  on  the  9th  instant.^ 

ij  In  February  1773,  Mr.  Lawrence  Nilson,  the  acting  principal 
iengineer,  submits  the  following  progress  report  : Before  the 
jdeparture  of  the  ship  Speaker  I now  agreeable  to  your  Honour’s 
commands  report  the  progress  of  the  fortifications  since  my  last 
iletter  of  March  17th.  At  Fort  George  the  excavation  for  the  level 
jplain  of  the  inside  of  the  fort  is  entirely  finished  ; the  excavation 
for  the  water  cisterns  is  also  completed,  the  arch  work  of  which 
I will  begin  this  month  ; the  casemates  to  the  east  and  west  sides  are 
entirely  finished,  that  on  the  east  side  consists  of  five  bomb-proofs 
ifty-two  feet  in  length  and  ten  feet  in  breadth,  and  those  on  the  west 
side  of  two  arches  fifty -four  feet  long  and  twelve  feet  broad ; on 
die  north  side  two  magazines  for  powder  and  stores  are  about  half 
completed,  and  the  arches  of  those  casemates  on  that  side  more  than 
iialf  finished,  the  gateways  begun,  the  excavation  for  the  redoubts  on 
he  east  side  is  almost  half  done.  On  the  envelope  of  Fort  George 
eleven  stone  platforms  have  been  laid,  a terrace  thrown  over  a magazine 
;o  prevent  its  being  damp  in  the  rainy  season  and  for  want  of  which 
d was  before  entirely  useless,  the  slope  for  bringing  up  the  cannon 
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^ Bom.  Giov.  Consultation  17th  March  1773,  Pub.  Diarj'  60  of  1772,  312, 
^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  30th  June  1772,  Pub.  Diary  61  of  1772,  618. 

3 Bom.  Gov.  Diary  14th  July  1772,  Pub.  Diary  61  of  1772,  678  - 679, 
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has  been  made,  all  the  banquettes  also  made  and  plastered,  the  whole  is 
entirely  finished  and  eleven  pieces  of  cannon  mounted  on  it.  On  the 
redoubt  of  the  line  of  communication  fifteen  stone  platforms  have  been 
laid,  the  banquettes  and  the  retaining  wall  of  the  rampart  raised,  and 
the' redoubt  made  in  all  ways  ready  for  mounting  cannon.  The 
revetment  of  the  envelope  of  the  north  front  has  been  pti rely  completed 
to  the  left  of  the  Bazar  Gate  as  far  as  the  Cumberland  ravelin,  the’ 
foundation  for  all  the  platforms  laid,  almost  all  the  banquettes  madek 
and  a parapet  with  thirty-eight  embrasures  finished  ; the  ditch  befon 
this  envelope  has  been  dug  before  three  faces  of  the  redans,  and  a teni' 
porary  bridge  made  at  the  gate.  The  ditch  before  the  Cumberland  ravelii 
was  dug  before  the  last  rains  as  deep  as  it  was  then  possible.  Th' 
counterscarp  before  the  north-east  face  of  that  ravelin  has  been  com 
pleted,  and  1 shall  do  my  utmost  endeavours  to  get  that  ditch  anr 
covered  way  completed  as  soon  as  possible.  The  ditch  before  th 
Hodges^  ravelin  has  been  dug  and  the  earth  removed,  and  the  glact 
before  the  south-west  ravelin  and  the  counterscarp  of  the  ditch  hav 
been  entirely  completed.  The  retaining  wall  of  the  ramparts  has  beei, 
finished  from  the  Bazar  Gate  to  the  Mandvi  bastion.  The  esplanade 
have  been  forced  to  defer  levelling  as  the  greatest  part  of  my  labourer 
belonging  to  the  new  fortifications  have  for  long  been  employed  on  th 
third  dry  dock,  nor  can  I undertake  to  level  the  esplanade  until  I cai, 
get  my  full  complement  of  labourers  as  ordered  by  your  Honour  a 
they  have  lately  greatly  diminished  for  the  reasons  I had  th 
honour  to  represent  in  a letter  under  the  dnd  instant.  In  th 
castle  one  bomb-proof  of  105  feet  in  length  and  20  feet  in  breadfi 
has  been  begun  and  finished,  and  two  others  of  the  same  bignes 
whose  centre  stones  were  not  closed  have  also  been  completed.  Thi 
work  has  also  been  stopped  some  time  past  owing  to  the  grea 
scarcity  of  labourers,  but  1 am  in  hopes  shortly  to  recruit  as  many  s 
may  enable  me  to  continue  it,  and  commence  levelling  the  esplanacl 
The  third  Dry  Dock  is  so  far  finished  that  ships  may  be  receive' 
into  it,  and  wants  only  some  few  additions  which  will  shortly  I 


completed.  The  cubic  feet  of  masonry  used  on  the  different  work 

is  : Work.  Cubic  feet. 

Fort  George  ...  ...  ...  ...  69,910 

Arcliwork  ...  ...  ...  ...  21,542 

North  Front  ...  ...  •••  158,902 

Contractor’s  Masonry  ...  ...  ...  69,081 

Cnmberland’s  Ravelin  Counterscarp  ...  16,622 

Hodges’  Ravelin  Counterscarp  ...  ...  14,774 

Retaining  wall  and  Guard-room  at  Baz^lr  Gate...  6300 


Total  ...  356,131 


The  number  of  mines  blown  up  is  48,313  amounting  to  78, K 
feet.  Warli  stones  laid  2300,  Mazgaon  arch  stones  20,500,  andq 
stone  platforms  completed.  My  principal  object  is  the  finishir 
those  works  which  are  already  begun.  Nor  can  I with  any  propriei 
propose  to  begin  any  others  that  are  laid  down  in  Colonel  Campbell 
plan,  unless  the  number  of  labourers  is  increased,  as  the  presei 
number  ordered  by  your  Honour  to  be  employed  is  no  more  tha 
sufficient  for  completing  those  works  which  were  begun  by  Lieut 
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nant-Oolonel  Keating.  My  care  and  attention  to  the  works  in 
{general,  I hatter  myself,  meets  with  your  Honour’s  approbation. 
[[  shall  ever  use  my  utmost  endeavours  to  carry  on  the  same  with 
every  possible  despatch  and  diligence,  and  I hope  my  assiduity 
[aitherto  may  merit  your  Honour’s  favourable  mention  of  me  to  the 
(ELonourable  the  Court  of  Directors.^ 

] On  the  28th  May  1773  Government  ordered  the  new  fortification 
paymaster  to  pay  the  contractor  for  arched  masonry  at  the  rate  of 
,ds.  the  brass,  agreeable  to  the  acting  engineer’s  valuation.^ 

1 The  Bombay  Diary  of  the  1st  June  1773  has  the  following  entry 
^’egarding  the  cleaning  of  the  town  ditch  : It  being  now  the  most 
oroper  season  for  the  much-wanted  cleaning  of  the  ditch,  and  as 
sOecause  the  rainy  season  was  far  advanced  only  a small  part  could  be 
iinished  last  year,  it  is  resolved  that  the  work  be  immediately  set 
^bbout,  and  that  such  a number  of  people  be  employed  as  will  do  it 
effectually  and  in  a short  time.  As  was  determined  last  year  the 
^iharge  must  be  kept  separate  in  the  land  paymaster’s  books  and 
reimbursed  to  the  Company  by  an  assessment  on  the  inhabitants.^ 

1 Regarding  the  want  of  money  to  meet  the  expenses  in  raising 
fortifications  the  Bombay  Diary  of  the  26th  November  1773  has 
ihe  following  entry  : On  reading  advices  from  the  President  and 
j^ouncil  at  Fort  William  it  is  with  the  utmost  concern  we  observe 
ijhat  there  is  great  probability  we  may  be  disappointed  at  least  in 
loart  of  the  sum  we  have  applied  to  that  Presidency  to  furnish  us 
icvith.  A statement  of  the  treasury  now  laid  before  us  shows  we  are 
Ltill  considerably  in  arrears  to  all  our  offices.  From  all  this  we  are 
finanimously  of  opinion  that  it  is  highly  necessary  to  put  a stop  to 
( Very  public  work  now  carrying  on  that  can  possibly  be  stopped 
Lnd  to  discharge  all  the  workmen  till  such  time  as  we  may  have 
lufficient  to  defray  our  necessary  charges.  It  is  therefore  resolved 
Lnd  ordered  that  at  the  end  of  this  month  a stop  be  put  to  all  works 
L)uildings  repairs  and  alterations  carrying  on  under  the  new 
fortification,  land,  and  dock  and  pier  paymasters,  and  that  with  the 
allowing  exceptions  all  the  artificers  and  labourers  employed  in 
hose  offices  be  then  discharged. 

As  completing  the  levelling  of  the  esplanade  and  laying  the 
(latforms  in  Fort  George  are  works  very  requisite  to  be  speedily 
Inished,  under  the  new  fortification  paymaster  500  labourers  and 
rtificers  and  no  more  must  be  retained-  without  our  express  orders. 
Whenever  either  of  these  works  is  completed  the  workmen  now 
mployed  thereon  must  be  also  discharged.  One  hundred  artificers 
nd  labourers  and  no  more  must  be  retained  under  the  land  paymaster 
or  executing  the  repairs  immediately  requisite  to  the  Company’s 


^Principal  Engineer  to  Government  Feb.  1773,  Pub.  Diary  63  of  1773,  82-86,  The 
)tal  given  in  the  record,  is  379,731  but  the  details  entered  give  a total  of  356,131 
hich  is  shown  in  the  text. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Diary  28th  May  1773,  Pub.  Diary  63  of  1773,  409. 

® Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  1st  June  1773,  Pub.  Diary  63  of  1773,  423. 
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buildings.  Further,  as  it  is  highly  necessary  that  the  repairs  of  the 
middle  dock  should  be  speedily  finished,  one  hundred  aidificers  and 
labourers  and  no  more  must  be  retained  under  the  dock  and  pier 
paymaster  for  that  purpose.  A.  proportional  number  of  practitioner 
engineers  overseers  and  all  other  officers  of  artificers  and  labourers 
must  be  struck  off.  As  this  will  be  a favourable  time  for  reducing  the 
pay  of  the  people  it  is  resolved  that  henceforward  no  more  than  50  res  ^ 
(2  as.)  be  allowed  for  the  daily  pay  of  an  able-bodied  labourer  instead 
of  60  res  (2f  as.)  the  present  pay,  and  that  in  all  the  offices  a propor- 
tional reduction  be  made  in  the  pay  of  every  kind  of  artificers.  As  we 
are  in  immediate  want  of  money  to  pay  the  arrears  to  all  our  offices  - 
and  for  some  months  have  no  prospect  of  a speedy  or  considerable 
supply  from  Bengal,  directions  must  be  sent  immediately  to  the 
Chief  and  Council  at  Surat  to  renew  their  endeavours  for  procuring  _ 
on  the  best  terms  money  for  bills  on  the  Presidency  of  Bengal  or 
even  on  that  of  Madras  if  any  money  can  be  procured  by  that  means.' 
It  is  resolved  also  that  we  write  to  the  President  and  Council  ab 
Madras  advising  them  of  the  great  distress  the  Company’s  affairsr 
here  are  in  for  want  of  specie,  and  earnestly  recjuesting  them  to 
assist  us,  or  any  of  our  settlements  on  the  coast,  so  far  as  may^  he 
in  their  power  either  by  remittances  of  bills  or  in  specie  of  any 
kind  whatever.  We  flatter  ourselves,  by  their  late  successes  against 
Tanjor  their  situation  must  be  so  opulent  as  to  enable  them  without 
difficulty  to  comply  with  our  request.^ 

On  the  8th  January  1771  Mr.  Lawrence  Nils  on  the  acting  principal 
engineer  submits  the  following  progress  report ; In  obedience  to  yom 
Honour^s  commands  I now  lay  before  your  Honour  a report  of  the 
progress  of  the  fortification  works  since  my  last  letter  on  that  subject, 
At  Fort  George  all  the  bomb-proof  casemates  are  entirely  finished, 
together  with  the  gateway  and  two  magazines  of  powMer  and  stores. 
A cistern  for  rain-water  has  been  completed,  containing  66,400  gallons 
which  on  a supposition  that  each  man  be  allowed  1 J gallons  a day  fo] 
drinking  and  cooking,  and  that  the  garrison  consists  of  400  men  and 
200  lascars  and  labourers,  would  represent  a daily  expense  of  900  gallons 
and  consequently  a supply  of  water  enough  for  ten  weeks.  The  ditel 
of  Fort  George  fronting  the  town  has  been  excavated.  All  the  parapet 
on  the  north  and  west  sides  are  completed,  and  part  of  those  on  th( 
east  side.  Three  platforms  are  finished  and  the  foundation  for  tliirteei 
more  has  been  laid,  the  greatest  part  of  the  revetment  to  the  nortl 
curtain  has  been  raised  together  with  the  slope  for  bringing  up  _tli( 
cannon,  the  entire  retaining  wall  of  the  north  curtain  has  been  raisec 
and  the  ramparts  on  the  west  and  north  sides  filled  to  their  intendec 
height,  and  that  on  the  east  side  is  very  near  completed.  The  squan 
redoubt  of  Fort  George  near  the  sea  side  is  completed  as  far  as  th( 
spring  of  the  arches,  the  entire  ditch  of  the  same  has  been  excavated 
'The  magazine  in  the  envelope  of  Fort  George  has  been  floored  and  tk 
casemates  in  the  same  rough-terraced.  On  the  envelope  before  tk 
north  front  of  the  town  seventeen  platforms  have  been  laid ; all  tk 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  26th  Nov.  1773,  Pub.  Diary  64  of  1773,  804-806. 
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iparapets  o£  tlie  said  envelope  as  far  as  the  redan  by  the  Mdndvi  bastion 
Ire  finished;  a revetment  300  feet  in  length  has  been  raised  and 
G3ompleted  before  the  Mandvi  bastion,  together  with  the  counterscarp 
)before  the  envelope  of  the  north  front,  which  has  been  raised  extending 
eltself  by  the  different  turnings  1350  feet  in  length;  also  the  counter- 
r, scarp  before  the  Mandvi  bastion.  The  ditch  before  the  said  envelope 
has  been  dug  to  the  offset  of  the  foundation  being  11  feet  10  inches  deep, 
fand  has  been  excavated  before  three  different  faces  since  my  last  report, 
tbut  the  whole  of  this  ditch  is  now  dug  as  far  as  the  offset.  A ditch 
dias  been  excavated  before  the  face  of  the  curtain  of  the  envelope^  before 
ethe  Mandvi  bastion  and  a sluice  made  at  the  end  of  the  said  ditch  by 
The  sea  side.  The  Cumberland  ravelin  ditch  is  dug  to  the  offset  of  the 
'.foundation,  and  the  entire  counterscarp  of  the  said  ravelin  is  now 
^completed.  In  the  Hodges'  ravelin  the  retaining  wall  to  the  ramparts 
ahas  been  raised  two  feet  and  earth  filled  up  on  the  rampart  in  proportion, 
j A terrace  has  been  laid  over  the  guard  room  of  the  Bazar  Gate  and  the 
hsaid  guard  room  is  now  finished.  On  the  esplanade  the  houses  that 
fi  contained  the  old  powder  works  have  been  removed,  and  all  that  part  of 
othe  esplanade  is  levelled  to  the  extent  of  162,000  square  yards.  On  this 
•ground  great  holes  have  been  filled  and  rising  grounds  removed. 
:£  Before  the  Stanhope  bastion  and  without  the  covered  way  a considerable 
itank  has  been  filled  and  upon  it  a glacis  of  the  said  covered  way 
r completed.  This  glacis,  together  with  that  before  Granby's  ravelin, 
extends  637  feet  in  length.  I have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  your 
Honour  that  the  nine-foot  high  sand  hill,  only  220  yards  from  the 
salient  angle  of  the  Cumberland  ravelin,  has  been  entirely  removed ; 
L and  its  67,606  cubical  feet  have  been  used  to  fill  a large  extent  of  hollow 
/,  ground  resulting  in  the  levelling  of  97,650  square  yards.  Owing  to 
jthe  great  scarcity  of  bricks  I have  not  been  able  to  carry  on  the 
• building  of  the  castle  bomb-proof  laboratory,  but  have  taken  care  to  lay 
: up  materials  to  carry  on  the  said  building  when  I again  receive  your 
'Honour's  commands.  The  cubic  feet  of  masonry  completed  on  the 
several  works  at  Fort  George  are  : 
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Works 

Eevetment,  retaining  walls  and  foundation  for  Platforms 

Casemates  and  Magazines 

Masonry  made  by  the  Contractor  ... 

The  Square  Kedouht  ...  •••  ••• 


The  Cistern  Wall 
North  Front 

Masonry  made  by  the  Contractor  ...  ^ 

Counterscarp  of  the  Cumberland  Ravelin 
B.etaining  wall  of  the  Hodges’  Ravelin  ... 

Terrace  and  parapet  by  the  guard-room  of  the  Bazaar  Cate 


...  97,751 
...  57,778 

...  32,574 
...  53,457 
9926 

...  133,421 
...  13,340 

2424 
1172 


Total 


...  401,843 


The  number  of  mines  sprung  is  11,284,  amounting  to  feet  18,377 
and  7 inches.  The  number  of  cubical  feet  excavated  of  the  ditch  of  the 
north  front  amounts  to  414,058  ; also  of  that  on  the  face  befoie  the 
Mandvi  bastion,  and  the  redan  adjoining  129,600.  The  excavation  of 
the  ditch  of  Fort  George  amounts  to  160,425  cubical  feet. 

Havino*  thus  given  your  Honour  a faithful  account  of  the  progress 
of  the  foiTification  since  my  last  report  I beg  leave  to  describe  what 
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remains  to  be  done  to  works  already  begun^  as  also  what  works  ar( 
yet  to  be  commenced  before  Colonel  CampbelFs  plan  can  be  said  to 
executed.  Of  works  already  in  progress  I shall  begin  with  Foil 
George^  where  the  following  particulars  remain  unfinished.  The  squan 
redoubt  to  be  made  bomb-proof_,  and  two  drawbridges  provided  for  thd, 
same.  The  counterscarp  of  the  ditch  fronting  the  town^  part  of  the 
east  curtain  to  be  filled  up,  parapet  to  be  made  on  the  said  curtain  and 
a guard  room  for  the  commanding  officer,  as  also  a staircase  on  that 
side.  A ditch  to  be  excavated  before  the  two  north  bastions  of  Fort 
George  and  a casemated  redoubt  in  the  ditch  before  the  envelope.  All 
the  ditches  of  Fort  George  and  the  line  of  communication  to  be  pali- 
saded throughout  and  the  glacis  on  the  north  side  to  be  completed,  thei 
two  magazines  to  be  floored,  gates  and  doors  to  be  made,  the  arch  over 
the  drain  to  be  turned  and  the  covered  way  of  Fort  George  to  be 
palisaded.  In  the  redoubt  of  the  line  of  communication  from  the]: 
town  to  Fort  George  is  a casemated  redoubt  to  be  begun  and  completed. . 
The  whole  space  within  the  line  of  communication  to  be  levelled.  In- 
the  envelope  of  the  north  front  of  the  town  the  following  particulars 
remain  undone.  Three  small  casemated  redoubts  on  the  re-entering^ 
angles  and  forty-five  platforms  to  be  laid,  the  banquettes  to  be  rough 
plastered  and  the  ditch  before  the  whole  to  be  dug  The  covered  way 
and  glacis  before  the  Cumberland  ravelin  as  far  as  the  Hodges^  ravelin 
remain  unfinished.  The  bridge  to  the  Cumberland  ravelin  is  made,  bnt 
not  yet  laid.  One  bridge  is  wanted  to  be  made  to  the  envelope  by  tliei 
Bazar  Gate  and  another  from  the  envelope  to  the  line  of  communication.-' 
The  ditches  before  the  Hodges^  and  Cumberland  ravelins  require  to  be^ 
dug  three  feet  deeper.  The  rampart  and  parapet  of  the  face  of  thei 
Dock  bastion  remain  yet  to  be  made.  The  two  towers  at  the  entrance  • 
of  the  bason  to  be  made  at  the  ends  of  the  bandar  and  Dock  pier' 
and  those  two  piers  completed.  The  far  greatest  part  of  the  esplanadeL 
remains  to  be  levelled.  These  are  the  principal  heads  of  what 
remains  to  be  done  to  those  works  already  in  progress.  I now  take., 
the  liberty  to  point  out  those  works  laid  down  by  Colonel  CampbelFs 
plan  that  have  not  yet  been  begun.  The  alteration  of  the  Mandvi 
bastion,  and  the  ramparts  to  be  raised  by  the  wall  that  leads  from  the.. 
Mfindvi  bastion  to  the  Five-Gun  Battery  by  Moody ^s  Bay.  The 
lunettes  by  the  Mandvi  bastion  by  the  sea  side.  The  flanking  work 
before  the  Bazar  Gate  designed  for  the  defence  of  the  ditches  before 
the  Mandvi  and  Princess  bastion.  The  cremaillere  work  starting  near 
the  castle  and  joining  the  town  wall  by  IMoody’s  bay.  The  Moor 
and  Banian  bastions  to  be  altered.  The  detached  redoubt  to  be  advanced 
on  the  capital  of  the  Granby’s  ravelin.  I beg  leave  to  remark  that 
the  very  few  workmen  at  present  allowed  for  levelling  the  esplanade 
and  laying  the  platforms  of  Fort  George  will  cause  those  works  to  be 
carried  on  very  slowly,  particularly  as  great  part  of  the  esplanade  has 
many  large  and  deep  holes,  for  filling  which  earth  must  be  brought 
from  some  distance.^ 


^ Principal  Engineer  to  Government  8tli  Jan.  1774,  Pub.  Diary  65  of  1774,  21  -25. 
The  total  of  cubic  feet  is  given  in  the  record  at  424,559.  The  details  give  a total  of 
401,843  as  shown  in  the  text. 
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The  following  further  report  to  Government  was  made  by  the 
i?rincipal  Engineer  on  the  21st  February  1774:  Having  agreeable 
to  the  orders  received  from  the  Honourable  Board  completed  as  rnany 
Jdatforms  at  Fort  George  as  was  possible  since  that  order  was  received^ 
fliere  remain  at  present  seven  more  to  be  finished  on  the  north-west 
bastion  of  the  fort.  Those  on  the  north  curtain  and  on  the  north-east 
bastion  would  not  at  present  be  safe  to  lay^  because  until  next  rains 
the  earth  will  not  be  sufficiently  settled  to  sustain  their  weight  without 
[sinking.  In  the  meantime  I have  to  request  your  HonouFs  orders 
Imd  permission  to  complete  the  redoubt  of  Fort  George  already  begun, 
•too>ether  with  the  counterscarp,  west  curtains,  or  such  other  works  as 
iremain  unfinished.  This  I will  endeavour  to  do  with  the  same  number 
jof  men  your  Honour  has  already  been  pleased  to  order. ^ 

) On  the  25th  February  1774  the  Board  passed  the  following  orders 
on  the  above  report : On  reading  the  above  letter  from  the  acting 
.principal  engineer  wherein  he  represents  that  as  many  of  the  plat- 
i 'forms  at  Fort  George  as  can  at  present  be  laid,  aie  completed,  it  is 
bordered  that  the  artificers  and  labourers  who  have  hitherto  been  employed 
Thereon  be  set  to  finish  the  other  works  pointed  out  in  this  letter.^ 

About  1775  the  merchant  Parsons  wrote  the  following  account  of 
The  fortifications  of  Bombay  : Between  the  two  marine  gates  is  the 
= castle  properly  called  Bombay  Castle,  a very  large  and  strong  forti- 
]fication  which  commands  the  bay.  The  works^  round  the  town  are  so 
fmany  and  the  bastions  so  very  strong  and  judiciously  situated  and 
3 the  whole  so  defended  with  a broad  and  deep  ditch  as  to  make  a stiong 
j fortress,  which,  while  it  has  a sufficient  garrison  and  provisions,  may 
Tid  defiance  to  any  force  which  may  be  brought  against  it.  ^ Here 
; also  he  adds,  is  a spacious  Green  capable  of  containing  several  regiments 
• exercising  at  the  same  time.^ 

In  consequence  of  the  IVlarathas  landing  at  Tirana,  and  pioving 
: troublesome  to  the  neighbouring  villages,  on  the  27th  January  1775 
) the  Bombay  Council  observe  : It  appears  that  the  most  effectual  means 
(for  preventing  the  Marathas  from  making  any  such  attempts  in  future 
; will  be  by  establishing  a fortified  post  at  Dharavi,  the  northernmost 
part  of  the  island  of  Salsette  and  almost  opposite  to  Bassein.  Kesolved 
therefore  that  it  be  done  accordingly  at  the  least  expense  that  the  service 
required  will  admit  of.  The  principal  engineer  must  therefore  proceed 
thither  to  examine  and  report  the  work  that  may  be  requisite  and  the 
expenses  that  will  attend  erecting  the  same.^ 

On  the  7th  February  1775  the  President  lays  before  the  Board  the 
chief  eno'ineer^s  estimate  of  the  expense  of  repairing  Dharavi  battery, 
of  making  a stone  staircase  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  of  making  a 
store-room  and  magazine  there,  amounting  to  Bs.  5371.  As  this 


^ Principal  Engineer  21st  Feb.  1774,  Pub.  Diary  65 

2 Bonn  Gov.  Consultation  25tb  Feb.  1774,  Pub.  Diary  65  of  1774,  112. 

3 Parsons’  Travels  in  Asia  and  America  (1808),  216. 

^ Pub.  Diary  67  of  1775,  118,  Comp,  of  fetandmg  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759- 1788,  172. 
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is  a post  ^ of  much  importance  by  the  great  command  it  has  of  tl: 
Bassein  river,  it  is^ordered  that  it  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible.^ 

Two  months  later  the  dearness  of  provisions  compelled  a rise  i 
labourers^  wages.  The  diary  of  the  I4th  April  has  the  following  entr} 
It  has  been  represented  to  the  Board  that  the  pay  of  a higdri,  whic 
for  some  time  past  has  been  reduced  to  50  res  (2  as.)  a day  is  tr 
little  for  his  subsistence,  and  that  for  this  reason,  as  well  as  on  account  i‘ 
the  dearness  of  provisions,  it  is  necessary  that  the  pay  should  be  raise 
As  we  are  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  this  representation,  it  is  agreed  an 
ordered  that  the  pay  of  an  able-bodied  bigdri  which  is  at  present  50  I 
increased  to  60  res  (2j  as.)  a day  and  to  other  higdris  in  proportion.^  ' 

Towards  the  close  of  1775  a letter  was  received  from  the  Cou:i. 
of  Directors  dated  12th  April  1775  directing  that  no  other  woiT: 
than  what  were  required  for  the  immediate  defence  of  Bombay  should  1 
undertaken  and  that  the  expenditure  on  account  of  buildings  an 
fortifications  be  limited  to  Bs.  1,00,000  a year.  The  Court  "write. 
In  regard  to  fortifications  and  buildings  it  is  our  express  command  tlui: 
no  more  than  one  lakh  of  rupees  be  expended  thereon  in  any  one  yeg,' 
and  that  in  such  expenditure  particular  regard  be  had  to  those  publi 
works  which  are  calculated  for  the  immediate  defence  of  our  settlemen 
at  Bombay.  We  have  communicated  your  last  advices  on  this  subjec, 
to  Colonel  Campbell,  our  late  chief  engineer,  and  requested  him  t 
point  out  what  works  would  come  under  the  above  description.  Tha: 
gentleman  is  of  opinion  that  Fort  George  should  be  first  completec 
that  a redoubt  of  communication  should  be  begun  and  completed,  tha: 
the  lunette  east  of  the  Mandvi  bastion  should  be  finished,  that  th 
cremaillere  work  from  the  castle  to  the  east  front  of  the  Mandv 
bastion  should  be  likewise  finished,  and  that  the  redoubt  advanced  o 
the  capital  of  Cumberland's  ravelin  should  also  be  completed.  Thai 
the  alteration  in  the  Mandvi  bastion  and  the  flanking  work  for  th 
defence  of  the  ditch  before  the  Mandvi  and  Prince^’s  bastions  may  b 
postponed  and  that  clearing  the  space  within  the  line  of  communicatioi 
is  not  immediately  necessary.  We  transmit  the  above  for  you 
observation  and  direct  that  you  call  upon  our  chief  engineer  t 
lay  before  you  a plan  of  such  works  as  he  shall  deem  necessary  to  b 
first  completed,  an  estimate  of  the  charge  to  be  incurred  thereby,  anc 
also  the  specific  sum  to  be  expended  upon  each  particular  in  th' 
appropriation  whereof  due  care  must  be  taken  to  keep  the  gross  amoun 
within  the  yearly  sum  of  one  lakh  of  rupees.^ 

In  the  same  letter,  paragraph  39,  the  Court  direct  : As  ou 
fortifications  at  Bombay  are  far  from  being  completed,  we  canno 
consent  to  relinquish  the  tax  laid  upon  landed  estates  in  1758  wliicl 
was  designed  as  an  aid  to  the  Company  in  the  erecting  of  thosi 
fortifications.^ 


1 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  7th  Feb.  1775,  Pub.  Diary  67  of  1775,  163. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  14th  April  1775,  Pub.  Diary  67  of  1775,  321. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  12th  April  1775  paras  34-36,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  i 
of  1772  -1777,  225  -226. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  12th  April  1775  para.  39,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Voh  9 o 

1772-1777,  227. 
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In  pursuance  of  these  orders  at  a Consultation  on  tl\e  23rd  January 
[776  the  Bombay  Government  direct  : The  engineer  must  lay  before 
us  a plan  and  his  sentiments  of  such  works  as  he  may  deem^  necessary 
be  first  completed  with  the  proper  estimates  thereof,  as  directed  by 
he  Honourable  Company  in  the  o6th  paragraph.  And  the  land  and 
new  fortification  paymasters  must  be  enjoined  to  confine  the  expense 
all  works  and  buildings  within  the  yearly  allowance  of  one  hundred 
diousand  rupees.^ 

: On  the  30th  January  1776  the  land  paymaster  lays  before  the 
j3oard  estimates  of  some  repairs  necessary  to  the  Warli  Muri  and 
;bion  dams  or  vellards,  and  to  the  salt  pan  sluices  between  Sion  and 
Hewa,  the  former  amounting  to  Bs.  536-0-38  and  the  latter  to 
Is.  552-3-87.  These  being  repairs  not  to  be  dispensed  with  the  Board 
dirdered  them  to  be  completed  forthwith.^ 

( On  the  22nd  December  1776  Government  write  to  the  Court 
regarding  the  progress  of  the  fortifications  : No  great  progress  has  for 
uome  time  been  made  in  our  new  works  on  account  of  the  small  number 
r i workmen  that  have  been  employed  and  the  sum  you  have  been 
ideased  to  limit  for  our  annual  expense  in  buildings  and  fortifications 
',^hich  will  not  admit  of  anything  considerable  being  effected.  ^ The 
'vorkmen  have  been  principally  employed  in  the  Castle  and  in  finishing 
: he  inside  of  Fort  George  under  the  direction  of  Major  Lawrence Tsilson 
crho  has  had  the  superintendence  of  our  fortifications  during  the  absence 
.,nd  trial  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Keating.^ 

i At  their  Consultation,  the  31st  December  1776_,  Government  read  the 
following  letter  from  Mr.  Nilson  the  acting  principal  engineer,  dated 
[jdst  December  1776  : Before  the  departure  of  the  ship  Lathavi  I have 
he  honour  to  lay  before  you  the  progress  of  the  works  under  my 
direction  since  my  last  report  on  that  subject.  The  laboratory  in  the 
castle  is  now  entirely  completed,  consisting  of  three  long  casemates 
H feet  in  length  and  20  in  breadth,  four  separate  rooms  of  20 
ceet  by  15  feet,  one  of  20  by  14  feet,  one  of  23  by  14  feet, 
*ne  of  21  by  12  feet,  and  one  of  51  by  14  feet,  all  bomb  proof,  also 
)ne  long  casemate  of  102  feet  in  length  and  20  feet  broad  and  two 
j'ooms  on  each  wing  20  feet  in  square  each,  all  bomb-proof,  the  whole 
Imilding  so  far  completed  as  to  want  only  a coat  of  plastering 
)n  its  external  surface  of  the  north  and  east  fronts,  a terrace  in  the 
;iquare  below,  and  some  doors  and  windows.  The  two  magazines  under 
he  rampart  of  the  south  curtain  in  the  castle,  each  34  by  18  feet,  are 
nade  bomb-proof  agreeable  to  orders  but  the  passage  leading  to  them  is 
lot  yet  completed.  A new  bridge  has  been  laid  leading  to  the  Cumber- 
and  ravelin.  At  Fort  George  the  bomb-proofs  of  the  casemated 
’edoubt  on  the  east  side  have  been  finished.  The  commanding  officers 
bpartments  have  been  completed  and  a veranda  269  feet  long  and 
12  feet  broad  made  in  front  of  the  casemate  below  to  screen  the  troops 
liere  from  the  inclemency  of  the  monsoon.  The  scarps  of  the  redan  on 


Chapter  IV. 

Fortifications 
and  Buildings. 


Reduction  in 
Charges, 

1775. 


Repairs  to  Dams, 
1776. 


Fortilicatinii 

Progress, 

1776. 


Fortification 
Progress  Report, 
1776. 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  2.3rd  Jan.  1776,  Pub.  Diary  69  of  17/6,  w,. 
^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  30th  Jan.  1776,  Pub.  Diary  69  oi  1776,  oo. 
^ Pub.  Dep,  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  23  of  17 /6,  125  - 126, 
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the  south  side  are  finished^  also  the  counterscarp  before  each  faC: 
brought  up  to  its  proper  height  and  a great  2:)art  of  the  excavation  ( 
this  ditch  has  been  made.  The  present  scarcity  and  dearness  of  timbt . 
has  prevented  me  laying  before  your  Honour  the  estimate  ordered  fc 
the  several  works  that  remain  still  to  be  put  in  execution.  As  soo 
as  any  determined  price  has  been  fixed  I shall  deliver  in  the  same  wit 
all  possible  despatch. 

Eeferring  to  this  progress  report  Government  remark : Read 
report  from  the  acting  principal  engineer  of  the  progress  of  the  worki- 
copy  of  which  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Company  by  the  Latim 
and  is  ordered  to  be  entered  after  this  Consultation.^ 

On  the  23rd  July  1777  Mr.  L.  Nilsoig  the  acting  principp 
engineer^  submits  the  following  report  showing  what  works  an 
necessary  to  be  completed  : Having  maturely  considered  the  sever: 
paragraphs  of  Colonel  Egerton's  letter  to  your  Honourable  Boarc 
setting  forth  the  necessity  of  completing  the  works  therein  proposes 
I perfectly  concur  with  the  Colonel  in  his  opinion  respecting  the  samm 
I shall  therefore  endeavour  to  explain  the  necessity  of  putting  the:' 
works  into  immediate  execution. 

In  fortifying  a place  the  first  consideration  obviously  is  to  leave  r 
one  part  more  exposed  than  another.  It  follows  that  the  line  betwee , 
the  Moody^s  bay  and  the  castle,  which  is  at  present  open,  should  1 
secured  by  the  eremaillere  work  proposed  and  projected  in  Colour 
CampbelTs  plan.  The  470  yards  between  the  castle  and  the  banda 
is  mueh  exposed.  True  it  is  defended  by  a low  battery  of  heavy  cannoi 
pointing  towards  the  harbour.  Still,  as  the  revetment  of  this  battery 
so  very  low  that  it  is  only  a long  step  from  some  part  of  the  rocks  belo’ 
it,  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  secure  against  the  attempt  of  an  enterprisin 
enemy  who  would  not  fail  to  risk  a great  deal  to  get  into  the  pla( 
so  easily.  This  part  therefore  demands  our  most  serious  attentioi 
The  space  between  the  bandar  and  the  dock  is  equally  open  an 
exposed.  And  as  finishing  the  piers,  agreeable  to  Colonel  Campbell 
plan,  will  take  much  time,  it  being  a laborious  and  difficult  work, . 
agree  with  Colonel  Egerton  that  some  suitable  work  should  be  raise, 
along  this  line  so  as  to  effectually  secure  this  part  of  the  town.  . 
magazine  in  the  north  part  of  the  town  is  indispensably  necessary.  Ed 
want  of  a magazine,  during  an  attack,  the  powder  must  be  transporte 
from  a great  distance,  undoubtedly  a v^ery  dangerous  proceediu 


^ Pub.  Diary  70  of  1776,  922,  930  - 932.  The  following  is  tlie  quantity  of  arch  ar 
rough  masoripy  and  other  work  made  since  the  last  report  on  this  subject : (1)  T1 
bomb-proof  laboratory  and  the  casemate  in  the  Castle  ; Arch  masonry  made  wit 
magazine  and  Warli  stones,  cubic  feet  13,815  ; Arch  masonry  made  wdth  bricks,  896C 
Rough  masonry,  63,475  ; Terrace  laid,  5878  ; Plastering,  33,648  square  feet ; Pavemei 
laid,  4155  Large  moulding  stones  from  Warli  quarry,  676.  All  the  large  shelvi 
completed  in  the  third  casemate  and  the  end  rooms.  (2)  The  two  magazines  in  tl 
Castle : Arch  masonry  made  of  magazine  and  Warli  stone,  3672  cubic  feet ; Arc 
masonry  with  bricks,  2244;  Rough  masonry,  9378  ; Plastering,  4124  square  fee 
(3)  At  Fort  George:  Arch  masonry  made  with  magazine  and  Warli  stone,  507 
cubic  feet;  Arch  masonry  made  with  bricks,  7040;  Rough  masonry,  30,878 
Rxcavated  from  the  ditch  before  the  redan  in  the  solid  rock,  20,810;  Plastexini 
13,578  square  feet;  Pavement  laid,  1400. 
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/liicli  miglifc  occasion  serious  hindrance  in  the  defence  of  that  part  of  the 
iortifications.  The  covered  way  and  glacis  of  the  Cumberland  ravelin 
remain  unfinished.  It  is  my  duty  to  point  out  that  it  is  highly  necessary 
his  part  should  be  completed.  Any  attack  from  the  land  side  o-n  tho 

■ apital  of  this  ravelin  and  its  covered  way  might  greatly  shorten 
j sieo’e.  In  the  present  condition  of  the  Cnmbeiland  ravelin  the 
memy  would  not  fail  with  little  delay  to  make  their  lodgments 
1,11  this  part.  If  the  covered  way  and  glacis  were  finished,  the  enemy 

■ ould  not  effect  a lodgment  except  at  the  risk  of  very  great  loss, 
^he  laying  of  platforms  on  the  north  front  is  plainly  equally  necessary 
with  any^of  the  other  works  proposed.  During  a siege  this  outwork 
vithout  platforms  would  become  almost  useless.  The  total  want 
f bomb-proofs,  one  of  the  chie^  defects  of  this  fortification,  points 
n the  necessity  of  completing  the  east  face  of  the  Dock  bastion 
lehere  bomb-prwfs  may  be  made  for  a considerable  number  of 
!aen.  Besides  in  supplying  bomb-proofs,  the  face  of  the  Dock 
lastion  when  mounted  with  eight  pieces  of  heavy  cannon  would  be  of 
qreat  service  in  harassing  the  entrance  of  an  enemy^s  fleet  into  the 
liarbour.  I need  scarcely  dwell  on  the  importance  of  levelling  our 
splanacie.  If  the  esplanade  is  not  levelled  the  garrison  will  find  the 

memy  advance  towards  our  works  with  greater  rapidity  than  he  would 
ven  under  cover  of  hollow  ways.^  The  barracks  round  the  Mahmed 
Davey  (Mumba  Devi)  Tank  to  the  north-west  of  Fort  George,  are  so 
;aro-e  as  to  enable  a large  body  of  men  to  be  perfectly  secure  from  the 
Ir^of  the  place.  The  glacis  of  Fort  George  is  also  far  from  complete, 
m its  present  condition  an  enemy  might  in  a very  short  time  and 
[vithout  any  material  loss  advance  and  make  his  batteries  on  the  crest 

the  glacis.  As  the  great  point  during  a siege  is  for  the  garrison  as 
much  as  possible  to  retard  the  progress  of  the  enemy  towards  theu* 
vorks  it  follows  that  everything  which  can  possibly  contribute  to  tins 
i>*reat  purpose  is  of  the  highest  importance.  Tne  perfect  levelling  the 
I’splanade,  I declare  to  be  one  of  the  most  effective  means  of  retarding 
die  enemy.  Across  a perfectly  level  esplanade  the  enemy  would  have 
0 advance  every  step  with  much  labour  and  caution.  He  will  be 
'breed  to  open  his  trenches  at  the  greatest  distance  possible,  an  operation 
vhich  in  this  climate  will  greatly  fatigue  and  harass  an  European 
army  and  retard  their  progress. 

The  continuing  the  Hope  Walk  in  its  present  direction  by  making: 
b bomb-proof  under  the  rampart  is  another  object  well  deserving  ot 
attention.  By  this  means  an  additional  urgently  wanted  bomb-pioo 
l.vill  be  added  to  this  garrison  and  the  communication  on  the  ramparts 
be  laid  open,  the  inconvenience  of  any  obstruction  to  which  is  oo  we 
'viiown.  The  total  want  of  bomb-proofs  within  this  fortification  wouid 
hiring  a siege  subject  this  jiarrison  to  the  «*reatest  disadvantage. 


Duriimr  a 


at 


siege  at  least  two-thirds  of  tlie  sepoys  ought  to^ 
a’est.  The  want  of  any  place  that  would  afford  security  to  tliat 
number  would  in  a short  time  make  the  garrison  so  harassed  iind  tatiguec 
as  to  be  almost  unfit  for  common  duties.  This  want  of  bomb-proots  is  a 
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defect  of  such  consequence  that  strict  attention  is  required  to  secure 
a sufficient  number  to  contain  at  least  two  thirds  of  this  garrison,  A 
bomb-proof  hospital  and  bakehouse  are  also  required  together  with 
bomb-proofs  for  grain  and  other  provisions  necessary  for  sustaining  a 
long  siege.  As  no  place  seems  better  calculated  for  such  buildings:- 
than  under  the  ramparts  which  are  intended  to  be  added  to  the  long 
wall  by  Moody^s  bay.  I would  proj^ose  to  have  them  built  there.  I am 
w^ell  convinced  that  Avhen  finished  such  a work  would  prove  of  the 
highest  importance  and  advantage  for  the  security  of  this  place. 
Having  maturely  considered  the  situation  of  the  open  space  between 
the  castle  and  the  upper  dock^  which  extends  no  less  than  570  yards 
in  lengtlq  the  inconvenience  in  fortifying  the  whole  of  this  line  would 
be  that  any  work  that  would  be  constructed  there  would  very  much 
encroach  on  the  buildings  of  the  town  and  on  the  marine  yard.  It  would 
impede  the  building  of  ships  and  make  the  mud  dock  less  convenient 
than  it  is  at  present.  To  obviate  any  obstruction  I have  projected  a 
short  polygon  shown  by  the  yellow  in  the  accompanying  plan.  This 
will  effectually  secure  that  side  of  the  towm  and  by  making  two  open-^ 
ings  one  on  each  side  of  the  bandar  pier^  neither  the  launching  of  ships  : 
nor  their  ordinary  ingress  and  egress  will  be  in  the  least  impeded.  I 
also  propose  to  make  a gate  under  the  ramjiarts  which  will  be  placed  at^ 
the  encl  of  the  bandar  pier.  The  flight  of  steps  before  the  front  of  this- 
gate  will  make  landing  very  commodious  even  at  low  water.  The  fire 
of  the  cannon  planted  on  this  work^  between  the  Castle  and  the 
bandar^  will  also  be  more  direct  on  the  harbour  than  it  is  from  the 


present  battery  v hich  may  remain  as  it  now  is  until  the  new  proposed 
work  is  raised  so  high  as  to  impede  its  fire.  Having  thus  parti- 
cularized the  several  above  mentioned  works  all  and  each  as 
indispensably  necessary  to  be  completed^  and  without  the  comjdetion  of 
which  this  fortification  cannot  be  said  to  be  in  a state  of  common  defence, 
how  far  it  may  be  prudent  to  defer  the  execution  of  them  your 
Honourable  Board  are  the  best  judg^es. 

Agreeable  to  tlie  orders  of  your  Honour  I shall  now  proceed  to  point 
out  such  works  as  claim  our  preference  to  be  carried  into  immediate 
execution  in  consequence  of  the  limitations  to  one  lakh  of  rupees  a year. 
This  allowance  will  not  admit  of  more  than  800  men  being*  employed, 
whose  pay  together  with  the  cost  of  materials  will  nearly  amount  to 
that  sum.  I propose  these  800  men  be  employed  in  the  following 
manner  : 


Men. 


] . For  the  cremaillere  work 350 

2.  for  a magazine  in  the  gorge  of  the  MaJiidvi  bastion  ...  100 

3.  For  the  new  work  between  the  Castle  and  dock  ...  300 

4.  for  laying  the  platform  of  the  north  front  ...  ...  50 


Total 


800 


I Iiave  thus  disposed  of  the  800  men  and  have  been  necessitated  to 
allow  50  men  less  for  the  cremaillere  work  than  I proposed  in  my  esti- 
mate which  I gave  to  Colonel  Egerton  without  being  able  to  provide 
for  the  covert  way  and  glacis  by  the  Cumberland  ravelin  nor  for  any 
of  the  other  works  beforementioned.  As  completing*  the  Cumberland 
glacis  and  covered  way  is  of  very  great  consetfuence  and  as  it  is  a work 
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inot  expensive  and  with  300  men  will  most  probably  be  finished  in  about 
jPour  months  time,  I cannot  help  interesting’  myself  in  its  completion  by 
(proposing  that  300  men  more  be  employed  on  this  work,  which  as  soon 
as  finished  may  be  immediately  after  discharged  if  your  Honour 
ishall  think  proper.  I must  not  omit  mentioning  Fort  George  which  is 
ralready  so  far  completed  as  not  to  demand  an  attention  in  equal  pro- 
'jportion  to  the  beforementioned  works.  Although  I am  well  convinced 
i^that  from  the  beginning  it  has  been  a great  mistake  to  make  the 
■fortifications  so  extensive,  still,  as  the  greatest  expense  has  already  been 
dncurred,  it  seems  proper  those  which  are  already  nearly  finished  should 
I be  entirely  completed,  even  should  it  be  hereafter  found  more  convenient 
: to  reduce  our  fortification  within  a smaller  compass,  that,  in  case  of  an 
dattack,  nothing  may  be  wanted  for  those  works  that  may  prove  condu- 
ilcive  towards  a vigorous  defence.  To  prevent  Fort  George  falling  easily 
dinto  an  enemy’s  hands,  the  danger  and  inconvenience  of  which  must  be 
otoo  obvious  to  your  Honour,  also  since  I have  laid  in  materials  which 
sare  already  charged  to  this  work  on  the  paymaster's  books  and  which 
acannot  be  removed  without  an  additional  expense,  I leave  it  to  the  con- 
ilsideration  of  your  Flonourable  Board  whether  before  an  entire  stop  is 
bput  to  this  work  the  materials  already  laid  in  should  not  be  expended. 
riThis  may  be  done  by  employing  100  men  more  for  about  one  year. 
rWhile  1 have  the  honour  to  communicate  my  sentiments  to  your 
oHonourable  Board  on  this  subject,  I beg  leave  at  the  same  time  to  offer 
vmy  opinion  on  what  works  should  be  completed  in  succession,  after  those 
[(Works  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  parts  of  this  letter  have  been 
tentirely  finished.  On  the  suj)position  that  we  should  still  continue  to 
IJfollow  Colonel  Campbell’s  plan  after  all  the  above  recommended  works 
7have  been  completed,  my  opinion  is  that  the  interior  parts  of  Fort 
xGeorge  together  with  the  case  mated  redoubt  within  the  line  of  com- 
:niunieation,  and  every  part  of  the  said  line,  be  the  first  taken  in  hand 
[;and  finished;  then  the  alteration  of  the  Moor  and  Banian  bastions  pro- 
8 posed  to  procure  a flanking  fire  to  the  Church,  Hodges,  and  Cumberland 
/ravelins,  in  which  they  are  at  present  deficient;  then  the  advanced 
iJredoubt  on  the  capital  of  Granby’s  ravelin ; then  the  completion  of 
^dhe  alteration  to  the  Mandvi  bastion  and  its  cavalier ; then  the  casemated 
)Ii‘edoubts  in  the  re-entering  angles  of  the  envelope  of  the  north  front ; 
rlhen  the  lunette  by  the  Mandvi  bastion  ; and  lastly  the  completion  of  the 
dock  pier.  As  the  platforms  which  are  lately  ordered  to  be  laid  with  stone, 
r as  also  the  new  plastering  and  repairing  the  j)arapets  and  banquettes  of 
the  works  all  round  the  town,  come  properly  under  the  article  of  re- 
pairs, I beg  leave  to  propose  that  an  order  be  given  that  all  repairs  be  put 
on  a separate  head  and  not  mixed  with  the  outlay  on  new  fcntifications. 
I also  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Honour  that  the  sea  does  continually 
so  much  encroach  by  the  Queen’s  lunette  before  the  Royal  bastion  that, 
if  some  precaution  is  not  soon  taken,  it  will  very  shortly  wash  part 
of  the  glacis  away.  A line  of  rough  wall  well  made  without  mortar 
'will  be  sufficient.  I therefore  request  your  Honour’s  orders  accord- 
■ ingly.i 
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’ Acting  Principal  Engineer  Mr.  Lawrence  Nikon  to  Government  23rd  July  1777^ 
Lub.  Diary  71  of  1777,  306  -313. 
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On  the  2Brd  July  1777,  the  same  day  the  above  letter  was  read,  the 
Board  passed  the  following  orders  : A letter  from  the  principal  engi- 
neer in  consequence  of  our  order  and  resolution  on  the  last  Council  dayi 
was  read,  in  which  he  describes  the  very  imperfect  state  of  our  forti- 
fications and  the  additions  which  he  judges  necessary  to  be  made  thereto. 
The  presence  of  the  engineer  being  deemed  necessary  while  this  subject- 
is  under  consideration  he  attends  and  answers  sundry  interrogatories 
l^ut  to  him  by  the  several  members.  After  weighing  this  matter 
thoroughly  the  result  of  our  deliberation  is  that,  circumscribed  as  we  are 
by  the  Honourable  Company's  orders,  nothing  is  left  to  us  but  to  apply 
in  the  most  beneficial  manner  we  can  the  lakh  of  rupees  allowed  for  our 
annual  fortification  expenses.  A s the  engineer  represents  that  under  that ; 
limitation  not  above  800  men  can  be  employed,  it  is  resolved  that  he  be 
directed  to  complete  the  workmen  to  that  number  and  to  confine  thema 
entirely  to  those  works  towards  the  sea  pointed  out  in  his  letter  asr 
claiming  a preference  to  be  carried  into  immediate  execution.  The  works^ 
under  this  description  are  the  cremaillere  work  in  Moody^s  bay,  the 
magazine  in  the  gorge  of  the  Aland vi  bastion,  and  the  new  proposed  work’ 
between  the  Castle  and  the  dock,  .which  the  engineer  must  complete: 
as  fast  as  the  number  of  men  allowed  him  will  permit.  The  engineer 
Avas  particularly  interrogated  whether  the  work  between  the  Castle 
and  the  dock  might  not  be  attended  with  injury  and  inconvenience  to 
the  docks  by  preventing  the  return  of  the  mud  and  dirt  brought  in  Avith 
the  tide.  To  this  he  answers  that  he  had  particularly  p>rovided  against^ 
that  objection  by  constructing  the  Avork  on  such  large  arches  as  freely 
to  permit  of  the  return  of  Avhatever  is  brought  in  by  the  tide.  It  must' 
be  recommended  to  the  Honourable  Company  in  the  manner  the  impor-' 
tance  of  the  subject  requires  to  permit  us  to  proceed  in  finishing  our  forti- 
fications, especially  those  towards  the  sea  Avith  more  expedition  than  ther 
restriction  laid  upon  us  in  our  expenses  Arill  allow.  The  expense  of 
repairs  to  the  Avorks  a>nd  of  new-laying  the  platforms  must  be  kept  on  a 
separate  head,  and  not  blended  Avith  the  charge  of  neAV  fortifications  to 
Avhich  Ave  shall  devote  the  Avhole  sum  allowed  by  the  Honourable  Company. 
The  Avail  of  rough  stones  to  prevent  the  encroachment  of  the  sea  on  the 
QueeiTs  lunette  must  be  carried  into  execnition  forthwith.^ 

On  the  26th  Afareh  1777  Air.  L.  Nilson  the  principal  engineer 
Avrote  to  Government:  As  the  town  ditch  is  now  become  so  very  foul 
as  to  require  to  be  thoroughly  cleaned,  1 take  the  liberty  to  represent  to 
your  Honour  the  necessity  of  entertaining  about  fifteen  hundred  labourers 
foi-that  purpose.  As  such  a number  cannot  ahvays  be  had,  I beg  leaA^e 
to  propose  that  they  should  be  entertained  immediately  and  employed  in 
the  interim  on  the  fortifications  from  Avhenee  they  Avill  be  discharged  as 
soon  as  the  cleaning  of  the  ditch  is  begun.  I therefore  request  your 
Honour  Avould  be  pleased  to  give  an  order  for  this  purpose,  as  the 
militia  is  entirely  insufficient  for  this  extensive  Avork  AVhich  requires 
despatch,  and  cannot  be  done  effectually  Avith  a less  number  of  men 
than  Avhat  I propose.  I further  beg  leave  to  represent  that  the  foulness  - 
of  the  ditch  Avill  ever  be  very  great  and  the  Avater  thereof  very  offensive 
to  the  inhabitants,  Avhile  the  common  sewers  of  the  toAAii  are  sufiercd 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  23rcl  July  1777,  Pub.  Diary  71  of  1777,  300-302, 
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>to  discharge  themselves  into  it.  I would  therefore  propose  that  sewers 
:he  made  to  discharge  themselves  into  the  sea  as  it  will  be  a means  of 
{preserving  the  water  of  the  town  ditch  purer,  and  consequently  prove 
imore  salutary  to  the  inhabitants  than  at  present.^ 

) On  the  1st  April  on  reading  the  above  letter  the  Board  observe  : Bead 
3a  letter  from  the  acting  principal  engineer  setting  forth  the  necessity 
of  cleaning  the  town  ditch  and  proposing  that  a further  number  of 
dabourers  should  be  entertained  for  that  purpose.  Besolved  that  orders 
^be  given  for  cleaning  the  to^vn  ditch  in  the  most  effectual  manner  and  that 
ilSOO  men  be  immediately  raised  for  this  service  who  must  be  emjoloyed 
)upon  the  fortifications  until  the  proper  season  arrives  for  setting  about 
ffhe  other  work.  And  as  the  common  sewers  which  are  discharged  into 
=the  ditch  make  the  water  very  offensive  and  we  are  inclined  to  think 
rmust  affect  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  it  is  further  ordered  that 
^estimates  be  prepared  of  the  expense  of  making  sewers  to  discharge 
Ahemselves  into  the  sea  v/hich  in  every  respect  must  be  preferable  to  the 
;£present  ones.” 

) On  the  16th  April  the  Engineer  writes  : Agreeable  to  the  commands 
of  your  Honourable  Board  I have  given  the  necessary  directions  for 
lentering  1500  labourers  for  cleaning  the  town  ditch.  I have  not  yet 
obeen  able  to  get  any  on  this  island,  owing  as  I am  informed  to  the 
) great  scarcity  of  labouring  people.  I fear  likewise  that  I shall  not  have 
ithe  number  ordered  nor  probably  half  that  number  at  the  time  they  are 
:i  wanted.  As  in  this  case  so  necessary  a work  cannot  be  carried  into 
i': effectual  execution  1 take  the  liberty  to  propose  to  your  Honour^ s con- 
Jsideration  whether,  as  they  are  now  so  very  difficult  to  be  had,  it  would 
1 not  be  proper  to  restore  the  former  pay  of  the  labourers  sixty-three  res 
rr  (S|  os.)  a day.  If  this  encouragement  were  offered  it  is  probable  I shall 
rnot  find  it  so  hard  to  get  the  number  of  people  ordered  for  this 
important  service.  I also  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Honour  that 
3 there  are  now  on  the  old  works  of  this  garrison  sixty  rotten  wooden 
5 platforms  which  should  be  removed  and  replaced  with  stone  platforms. 
41  therefore  wait  your  Honours  orders  for  that  purpose.^ 

' On  receipt  of  the  above  letter  at  a Consultation  the  16th  April  1777 
3 the  Bombay  Council  observe  : Bead  a letter  from  the  acting  principal 
]■  engineer  representing  that  it  is  out  of  his  power  to  raise  the  number 
of  labourers  wanted  for  cleaning  the  ditch  upon  the  present  reduced 
, pay,  and  proposing  that  the  pay  of  these  people  be  increased  to  the 
1 former  standard.  As  this  is  a measure  we  wish  to  avoid  from  the  bad 
j consequences  such  a precedent  will  produce,  though  at  the  same  time 
:we  are  sensible  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  the  ditch  should  be 
'.cleaned,  it  is  agreed  as  the  better  expedient  to  employ  the  sepoys  off 
duty  on  this  work  and  to  allow  such  as  choose  to  be  employed  therein 
the  same  pay  as  the  other  labourers  exclusive  of  their  pay  as  sepoys. 
! The  unserviceable  wooden  platforms  mentioned  in  the  engineer's  letter 
must  be  taken  up  and  replaced  with  stone  ones.^ 
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^ Principal  Engineer  to  Government  26tli  March  1777,  Pub.  Diary  71  of  1777,  184. 
^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  1st  April  1777,  Pub.  Diary  71  of  1777,  174. 

^ Principal  Engineer  to  Govt.  16th  April  1777,  Pub.  Diary  71  of  1777,  226-227. 

^ Bom,  Gov.  Consultation  16th  April  1777,  Pub.  Diary  71  of  1777,  223-  224. 
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The  following  entry  in  the  Bombay  Diary  of  April  30th  shows  thai 
in  spite  of  the  above  order  the  engineer  could  not  procure  a sufficient 
number  of  sepoys  : Bead  a letter  from  the  acting  engineei 

acquainting  us  that  he  cannot  procure  a sufficient  number  of  sepoys  foi 
the  purpose  of  cleaning  the  ditch  and  proposing  as  the  only  expedient 
for  getting  workmen  for  this  service  that  they  be  allowed  the  same  paj 
as  the  peojde  employed  in  the  docks,  the  work  being  equally  laborious 
The  necessity  of  the  case  obliges  us  to  agree  to  this  proposal  and  theii 
pay  must  be  augmented  accordingly.  Bub  as  it  seems  to  us  that  the 
ditch  may  be  more  effectually  cleaned  by  letting  the  sea  into  it  than  b} 
any  other  method,  a report  must  be  made  whether  the  tides  rise  to  £ 
sufficient  height  for  this  purposed 

In  pursuance  of  the  above  order  the  engineer  on  the  Snd  Ma}' 
writes  regarding  the  rise  of  the  tides : Having  carefully  examinee^ 
how  high  the  spring  tides  rise  above  the  sills  of  the  sluices  of  the  town 
ditch,  I find  that  upon  a medium  it  rises  about  three  feet,  and  at 
very  high  springs  something  more.  But  as  the  quantity  of  water  thalii 
would  be  received  through  the  sluices  during  the  highest  part  of  the  tide, 
would  not  much  exceed  a fcot  in  height  above  the  sills  of  the  sluice!** 
throughout  the  whole  surface,  the  benefit  arising  from  letting  the  se£ 
water  into  the  town  ditch  would  therefore  in  my  opinion  be  verj. 
small.  And  were  it  possible  entirely  to  fill  the  ditch  the  slowness  oi* 
its  discharge  through  the  sluices  would  occasion  so  great  a quantity  0! 
mud  to  be  left  behind  as  would  greatly  incommode  us.^ 

On  reading  the  above  report  from  the  principal  engineer  of  tli(’ 
height  of  the  tides  the  Board  ordered  on  the  7th  May  that  by  way  ot 
experiment  the  sea  be  let  into  that  part  of  the  ditch  next  to  thd 
Bazar  Gate.^ 

In  October  1777  the  engineer  proposed  a plan  of  having  flak 
bottomed  boats  to  clean  the  ditch.  This  plan  did  not  meet  with  th( 
approval  of  the  Board.  On  the  2^nd  October  they  remark  : Ai' 
estimate  of  the  expense  of  building  twelve  flat-bottomed  boats  for  th 
purpose  of  cleaning  the  ditch  is  now  laid  before  us,  amounting  fi 
Rs.  3600.  This  appearing  too  considerable  an  expense  for  the  objec' 
the  engineer  is  now  called  before  us  and  asked  if  proper  boats  canno' 
be  hired  from  time  to  time,  or  stages  made  to  answer  the  sanu 
purpose  as  the  flat-bottomed  boats.  As  he  seems  to  think  this  may  b( 
done,  and  as  this  last  method  will  be  attended  with  a much  smalle] 

. expense,  the  project  of  building  these  boats  is  given  up.^ 

On  the  21st  January  1778  the  principal  engineer  submits  th 
following  progress  report : In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  your 
Honourable  Board  I have  now  the  honour  to  report  the  progress  of  ih( 
new  fortifications  since  the  21st  of  December  1776.  At  Fort  Georg 
a great  part  of  the  glacis  has  been  filled  up,  the  covert  way  completed 
two  small  ditches  before  the  faces  of  the  two  north  bastions  hav( 


1 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  30tli  April  1777,  Pub.  Diary  71  of  1777,  234. 

2 Principal  Engineer  to  Government  2nd  May  1777,  Pub.  Diary  7i  of  1777,  217. 
^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  7tb  May  1777,  Pub.  Diary  71  of  1777,  246. 

^ Bom.  Gov,  Consultation  22nd  Oct.  1777,  Pub.  Diary  72  of  1777,  488. 
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iicen  excavated,  one  of  wliicli  is  completed  and  palisaded,  the  extremity 
o£  the  ditch  before  the  envelope  has  been  palisaded,  and  the  parapets 
Aid  embrasures  on  the  east  side  finished.  A terrace  has  been  laid 
^ver  the  north-west  bastion  to  secure  the  magazine  under  the  said 
Etastion  from  damps.  The  slope  of  the  south-west  bastion  has  been 
terraced  and  the  cistern  terraced  and  plastered.  The  casemated 
■|edoubt  has  been  completed  except  its  drawbridges,  the  counterscarp 
[ ompleted,  all  the  breaches  in  the  line  of  communication  stopped  up, 
,nd  the  new  line  of  communication  finished.  The  south  extremity  of 
>ihe  ditch  of  Fort  George  and  the  ditch  before  the  north  side  of  the 
lire  of  communication  have  been  palisaded.  A magazine  under  the 
Aorth-west  bastion  has  been  floored  with  plank  and  completed. 

) In  the  castle  all  the  plastering  and  terracing  which  remained  undone 
las  been  finished,  two  working  rooms  in  the  laboratory  have  been 
doored  with  plank,  and  a compound  wall  with  palisading  has  been  erected 
round  the  building  of  the  laboratory.  The  passage  to  the  bomb-proof 
uiagazine  has  been  completed  and  one  of  those  magazines  floored  with 
; dank.  A new  doorway  has  been  made  to  the  old  ground  magazine. 


On  the  cremaillere  work  the  revetment  of  two  new  faces  has  been 
ntirely  completed  and  the  ramparts  of  three  faces  filled  up  with  earth, 
lalf  the  revetment  of  a third  face  has  been  erectca  and  the  paiapets 
nd  embrasures  for  seven  pieces  of  cannon  have  been  brought  up  and 
ight  new  stone  platforms  have  been  laid. 

On  the  town  wall  repairs  have  been  completed  to  the  banquettes  and 
)arapets  of  four  bastions  and  three  curtains,  namely  from  the  Doe ' 
>astion  to  the  Stanhope  bastion.  Thirty-three  old  unsei  viceable 
datforms  have  been  removed  and  the  ramparts  of  the  whole  repaiie  . 

The  new  work  which  has  been  ordered  to  be  carried  into  execution 
.n  the  open  space  between  the  castle  and  the  dock  will  be  started  t e 
)eginning  of  next  month.  The  want  of  a sufficient  quan  i y o^ 
aaterials  has  prevented  the  magazine  in  the  gorge  of  the  Mandvi 
)astion  from  being  begun  which  I shall  be  able  to  start  some  time  nex 
nonth.  I beg  leave  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  grateful 
hanks  for  the  appointment  of  major  and  chief  engineei,  le  ^ y 
vliich  I shall  ever  make  my  particular  aim  to  cany  in  o execu  ion 

vith  all  possible  attention^ 

In  communicating  the  above  report  to  the  Couit  the  Bombay  Gov 

a’nmeiit  in  their  letter  of  25th  January  1/78,  ^ , a c . ^ 

imited  by  you  will  admit  of  our  employing^  only  800  men  with  which 

10  great  expedition  can  be  made  in  completing  those  s ^ ^ 

he  others  are  in  the  meantime  at  an  entire  stand,  j o wi  is  an  in;^ 
he  large  sums  expended  on  our  fortifications  the  town  is  s i yeiy  open 
owards  the  sea  and  so  long  as  that  is  ^ the  case  we  canno  eiive  J 
ecurity  from  our  other  works.  It  gives  us  paui  to  urge  you  o 
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head  after  the  great  expenses  you  have  already  incurred.  But  we 
think  it  our  duty  to  recommend  to  your  most  serious  consideration  the. 
necessity  of  permitting  us  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  expedition  in 
linishing*  our  fortifications  especially  towards  the  sea.  In  the  mean- 
time we  have  resolved  to  devote  to  the  new  fortifications  the  whole  sum 
you  have  allowed  and  to  keep  a separate  account  of  all  necessary  repairs,' 
to  our  works  and  building’s.^ 

On  the  19th  March  1778  the  Court  write  to  Bombay:  Havings 
taken  into  our  most  serious  consideration  the  representation  contained 
in  your  secret  letter  of  the  29th  July  last^  we  proceed  to  make  such 
observations  thereon  and  to  give  such  further  instructions  concerning,, 
the  fortifications  at  Bombay  as  appear  to  us  necessary  at  this  juncture^ 
The  loth  January  1776  you  received  the  orders  wdiich  restricted 
you  to  the  yearly  expenditure  of  one  lakh  of  rupees  on  public  workse 
and  buildings  and  likewise  the  opinion  of  Colonel  Campbell  respecting^ 
works  calculated  for  the  immediate  defence  of  Bombay.  As  thisi' 
opinion  Avas  transmitted  for  your  observation  only,  you  were  directed 
to  call  ujion  your  chief  engineer  for  a plan  of  such  wmrks  as  he  mighti 
think  necessary  to  be  first  completed,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the; 
gross  charg’e  and  of  the  specific  sum  to  be  expended  on  each  particular 
part.  Two  months  afterwards,  namely  the  21st  March  1776,  you 
advise  us  that  our  orders  had  been  communicated  to  the  chief  engineer; 
that  he  had  not  then  given  his  opinion  of  the  works  proper  to  be 
completed,  that  you  will  however  take  care  that  the  annual  expense-, 
sliall  not  exceed  our  orders,  and  it  was  with  pleasure  you  informed  usl- 
that  the  whole  amount  of  the  new  fortificsition  paymasters  disbursement' 
had  been  no  greater  than  Rs.  55,357  for  the  year  preceding.  With 
these  materials  before  us  we  were  led  to  hope  that  Rs.  1,00,000  a 
year  would  be  more  than  sufficient  for  such  public  works  as  were 
immediately  necessary  for  the  defence  of  Bombay.  W^efind  no  general 
plan  pre])ared  of  works  to  be  completed,  accomj^anied  by  the  estimate; 
required  from  your  chief  engineer  in  consequence  of  our  orders  on  thei 
subject.  But  in  your  Consultation  of  the  30th  January  a letter  is 
entered  from  Major  Nilson  containing  an  estimate  for  repairing 
magazines  in  the  castle  amounting  to  Rs.  8035.  In  December  1776 
the  Major  rej)orts  several  wmrks  done  in  the  castle  and  at  Fort  George: 
and  informs  you  that  the  scarcity  and  dearness  of  timber  have  prevented 
him  from  la3dng*  before  you  the  estimate  ordered  for  the  several 
works  that  remain  to  be  put  in  execution  ; that  so  soon  as  any  determined 
jorice  shall  be  fixed,  he  will  deliver  it  unto  the  Board.  Of  this  very 
unsatisfactory  report  you  transmit  us  a copy  without  an  observation 
of  ymur  own  for  our  further  information.  In  the  same  letter  you 
acquaint  us  that  little  progress  had  for  some  time  been  made  in  the 
works  not  indeed  on  account  of  the  dearness  of  timber  as  notified  by 
Major  Nilson  but  owing  to  the  small  number  of  workmen  employed 
and  to  our  limitation  of  the  sum  to  be  expended.  The  29th  of  July 
1777  you  inform  us  that  the  town  towards  the  sea  is  almost  entirely 
open  and  think  you  should  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  more  exiDedition 


* Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  24  of  1777  - 1778,  14. 
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!ii  completing  the  fortifications.  We  are  really  at  a loss  how  to  answer 
iliese  e'^xtraorclinary  advices  and  particnlarly  your  recpfisition  for  leave 
po  proceed  with  greater  expedition.  In  the  first  place  we  were  given 
to  understand  that  our  orders  had  been  communicated  to  the  chief 
^mgineer,  and  consequently  we  had  a right  to  expect  that  plans  and 
Estimates  Avould  be  soon  transmitted  to  us.  In  the  same^  letter  you 

i signify  to  us  Avith  much  pleasure  that  the  sum  expended  in  the  year 
Areceding  our  orders  had  been  little  more  than  half  the  amount 
mthorized  by  us  for  the  succeeding  year,  and  shortly  afterwards  that 
great  progress  has  been  made  in  the  works,  because  Ave  haAn  restricted 
lie  expense.  The  next  information  on  the  subject  is  that  estimates 
ire  postponed,  because  timber  is  dear.  And  noAV  Ave  are  told  that  the 
^00 wn  is  almost  entirely  open  to  the  sea  and  that  aa'C  ought  to  permit 
ly^ou  to  proceed  Avith  greater  exjeedition.  It  is  not  sunicient  that 
>ve  recite  the  above  circumstances  to  prove  your  inconsistency,  because 
ijrour  letter  implies  that  you  haA^e  not  been  permitted  ^to  proceed  with 
the  necessary  expedition.  But  allowing  that  in  1775  the  Court  of 
iDirectors  Avere  of  opinion  that  it  was  necessary  to  limit  the  expense  to 
r le  incurred  in  fortification  and  buildings,  in  Avhich  opinion  Ave  most 
[jieartily  concur,  it  was  nevertheless  their  pleasure  that  plans  and 
[estimates  of  the  necessary  works  should  be  prepared.^  Their  positive 
brclers  left  you  no  discretionary  latitude  on  these  points.  Have  you 
^tlien  taken  these  preparatory  measures  ? Have  Ave  been  theieby  enabled 
i jo  judge  of  the  propriety  of  extending  the  sum  to  be  expended  on 
j fortifications,  and  have  Ave  on  proper  information  refused  to  have  such 
onecessary  works  completed  ? Were  not  our  orders  of  1775  explicit  ? 
hHave  you  neglected  or  fulfilled  them?  Did  you  remonstrate  or  at  all 
^icquaint  us  when  you  received  those  orders  that  the  town  AA^as  in  dangci 
iuiid  the  sum  allotted  by  us  inadequate  to  put  it  in  a state  of  defence  ? 
hDid  not  your  ansAVer  rather  imply  that  a less  sum  Avould  liaA^e  been 
hsufficient,  because  little  more  than  half  the  amount  had  been  expended 
in  the  preceding  year  ? Are  Ave  noAV  to  admit  that,  because  timbei 
.shears  a high  price  no  estimate  could  be  formed  ? If  timber  be  deal,  it  is  no 
udoubt  an  unfavourable  circumstance  and  Avill  enlarge  the  amount 
icestimate.  It  cannot  render  an  estimate  impracticable  or  impropei . The 
uusual  price  of  timber  might  have  been  estimated,  the^  excess  might  also 
■diave  been  estimated,  and  it  Avas  worthy  your  consideration  at  least  Avhether 
:a  temporary  advance  of  the  price  of  timber  could  be  considered  by  us  as 
a sufficient  excuse  for  a breach  of  our  most  positive  orders.  You  uoaa’^  alaim 
us  by  reporting  the  toAvn  open  toAvards  the  sea,  but  Avitli  this  report  a ou  giA^e 
us  no  estimate  of  the  expense  to  be  incurred  in  making  it  safe.  In  short, 
laf  ter  sustaining'  heavy  losses  and  experiencing  great  abuse  in  coimuctmg 
dhe  public  works  at  Bombay,  after  finding  the  person  Avho  had  the 
(immediate  and  principal  direction  of  those  Avorks  appealing  to  niembeis 
of  the  Council  for  a proof  of  his  having  enjo3^ed  great_  emoluments 
i arising  from  overcharges  and  consequently  from  impositions  on  the 
: Company  for  several  years  together,  and  affirming  that  such  emolumen  s 
Avere  received  Avith  the  knoAvledge  and  without  the  disapprobation  o 
the  Council,  unless  Ave  Avill  nevertheless  continue  to  invest  you  AAuth  an 
i unlimited  authority  for  the  disposing  of  our  property  at  your  discretion, 
Ave  are  to  have  our  commands  disregarded,  and  by  direct  implication 
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be  given  to  understand  that  we  are  ourselves  responsible  for  orders 
which  may  eventually  hazard  the  safety  of  the  settlement.  Your  last' 
letter  which  conveys  to  us  a general  idea  that  the  works  towards  the 
sea  are  open  was  received  by  us  the  9th  ultimo.  AYe  embrace  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  replying  thereto,  and,  unprovided  as  we  are 
with  any  estimate  concerning  the  expense  of  the  proposed  works  or  the: 
latitude  you  may  think  necessary  for  your  future  proceedings,  we 
have  thoug^ht  proper  to  consult  your  late  engineer  respecting  the  sum 
requisite  and  the  time  necessary  for  putting  the  fortifications  of  Bombay 
in  a proper  state  of  defence.  Before  we  descend  to  particulars  on 
these  two  points  we  must  observe  that  Colonel  Keating,  on  beingv 
made  acquainted  with  the  representation  contained  in  your  last  letter, 
has  given  it  as  his  opinion  that  although  from  the  dock  pier  to  Moody 
bay  flank  a space  of  nearly  800  yards  is  for  the  most  part  open,  yet 
that  it  is  secured  and  rendered  very  formidable  by  55  pieces  of  cannon 
from  Pier  bastion.  Bandar  pier,  Powdis^s  battery,  three  fronts  of  the 
Castle  cremaillere  wmrk,  and  Slody  bay  flank.  And  that,  as  capital  ships 
cannot  anchor  nearer  to  the  works  than  450  yards,  he  thinks  that 
distance  too  great  to  admit  of  their  top-fire  galling  the  artillerymen 
while  working  the  guns,  and  finally  that  no  great  danger  is  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  French,  should  they  attempt  a marine  attack 
on  the  island  of  Bombay.  We  transmit  these  particulars  merely 
for  your  observation  without  being  able  to  affirm  or  deny  that  you 
ought  to  adopt  the  ideas  therein  contained.  We  must  necessarily 
depend  up>on  your  vigilance  to  prevent  surprise  and  trust  to  your 
wisdom  courage  and  fidelity  to  repel  an  invasion  by  every  means  in 
your  power  should  it  take  j)laee  from  any  quarter  whatever.  And  as 
we  find  it  possible  that  under  all  circumstances  landing  on  the  island 
may  be  effected,  especially  from  Mahim  or  Salsette,  you  will,  we  doubt 
not  in  case  of  such  event,  pay  a jwticular  regard  to  our  secret 
instructions  of  the  30th  January  for  opposing  the  landing  of  an  enemy 
and  for  obstructing  their  approach  by  disputing  every  step  of  the 
ground  between  the  sea  and  the  town  of  Bombay.  In  regard  to 
the  time  necessary  for  completing  the  fortifications  Colonel  Keating 
is  of  opinion  that  in  one  fair  season  or  in  about  eight  months  time  the 
defences  on  the  land  side  may  be  rendered  impregnable,  and  that,  in 
two  seasons  at  the  most,  the  whole  of  the  fortifications  in  the  island  of 
Bombay  including  the  works  towards  the  sea  may  be  entirely  finished. 
He  assures  us  that  more  work  than  that  wdiich  remains  to  be  done 
has  been  accomplished  by  him  in  the  course  of  two  fair  seasons.' 
Bespecting  the  sum  to  be  allowed  for  the  above  purposes,  the  Colonel 
has  declared  that  no  engineer  can  superintend  more  work  than  is  done 
for  the  sum  of  Bs.  35,000  a month  provided  due  care  be  taken  to  see 
it  frugally  and  j)roperly  applied.  Having  no  doubt  of  his  being  able  from 
experience  to  ascertain  as  nearly  as  may  be  the  above  facts  we  hereby 
authorise  you  to  expend,  if  necessary,  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  2,80,000  in 
the  ensuing  year  and  the  like  sum  the  year  following  on  the  fortifications 
of  Bombay.  We  absolutely  direct  that  the  whole  be  appropriated  to 
those  works  alone  which  are  calculated  for  the  immediate  defence  of 
the  place  and  that  no  part  thereof  be  expended  on  other  buildings  or 
repairs  on  any  account  or  pretence  whatever. 
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j We  once  more  direct  tliat  plans  and  estimates  be  forthwith  prepared  as 
);peeihed  in  our  orders  of  1775  and  transmitted  by  the  first  opportunity 
[‘or  our  information.  We  again  enjoin  the  strictest  frugality  in  the 
)?xecution  of  the  works  and  have  only  to  add  that  if  we  find  you 
ilefieient  in  your  attention  to  these  our  orders  and  instructions  we  shall 
consider  you  as  unworthy  of  our  confidence  and  as  improper  persons  to 
til  the  stations  which  you  hold  in  our  serviced 

1 Regarding  the  cleaning  of  the  town  ditch  on  the  10th  June  1778 
(the  principal  engineer  reports  : As  the  time  draws  near  for  cleaning 
(the  town  ditches  I take  the  liberty  to  address  your  Honour  on  that 
Gubject  and  to  request  an  order  for  entertaining  for  the  purpose  500 
jilabourers  at  the  same  rate  of  pay  they  were  allowed  last  year  which 
((.was  70  res  a day.  In  carrying  out  the  present  laborious  works  towards 
fbbe  harbour,  I am  obliged  to  lay  the  foundation  for  the  revetments  in 
)jplaces  where  the  mud  is  very  deep.  This  makes  the  labour  so  great 
lithat  many  labourers  have  left  the  works  thinking  their  pay  inadequate 
tbo  the  service  they  perform.  As  all  labourers  at  present  employed  on 
^laborious  work  at  this  place  earn  70  res  a day,  I beg  leave  to  propose 
fibhat  I be  allowed  to  entertain  200  labourers  at  the  rate  of  70  res  a day 
for  laying  the  foundations  of  the  revetments. 

1 Having  lately  examined  the  state  of  the  artillery  barracks  in  the 
icastle,  I think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  Honour  that  being  situated 
uimmediately  under  the  south  curtain  it  is  entirely  unsafe  to  tianspoit 
7iny  cannon  or  stores  over  them  as  they  must  inevitably  in  so  doing  fall 
in,  the  timber  work  being  entirely  rotten  and  in  many  places  the 
uplanks  which  supported  the  terraces  are  fallen  down  or  mouldeied 
s.'away.  In  the  very  same  condition  is  the  pavement  over  the  gateway 
hleading  into  the  castle ; the  wood-work  which  supports  the  terrace  that 
; ;covers  the  cistern  is  also  decayed.  I therefore  beg  leave  to  propose  as 
:we  have  very  few  bombproofs,  that  these  barracks  togethei  with  the 
ligate  way  and  cistern  be  made  bombproof,  this  being  the  most  economi- 
] cal  as  well  as  the  most  useful  method  of  repairing  them.  Had  they  been 
made  so  at  first,  any  future  repairs  would  have  been  unnecessaiy. 
.iShould  your  Honour  judge  proper  to  have  these  repaip  made  in  the 
manner  I propose,  I will  deliver  in  a plan  and  estimate  foi  that 

[ purpose  as  soon  as  possible." 

On  reading  the  above  letter  the  Board  diiect  t 500  labouieis  must 
be  entertained  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  the  ditch  at  the  same  pay 
■ as  last  year.  For  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  engineer  Ave  permit ^ ot 
the  advanced  pay  being  allowed  to  200  labourers  employed  in  laying 
the  foundation  of  the  new  work  towards  the  sea.  _ He  must  be  direct- 
ed with  all  expedition  to  deliver  in  a plan  and  estimate  of  the  pioposed 
repairs  to  the  castle.^ 

' On  the  1st  July  1778,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
labourers,  the  Bombay  Council  direct  : As  there  is  a veiy  gieat 
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difficulty  ill  procuring*  labourers  and  materials  for  Company's  works,  it 
is  resolved  that  a publication  be  issued  prohibiting*  any  new  private: 
buildings  to  be  undertaken  or  chunam  burnt  till  permission  is  again 
given  for  that  purposed 

_ The  new  fortification  paymaster  reporting  that  60  corge  of  Bassein 
timber  is  Avanted  for  the  new  works  and  that  he  can  purchase  the  same  at. 
Its.  215  the  corge.  Government  ordered  (1st  July  1778)  that  the  timber 
after  being  first  duly  surveyed  by  the  engineer  be  purchased  accordingly d 

^ The  CourBs  protest  of  the  19th  March  1778  led  to  the  submission 
of  the  following  detailed  report  by  the  principal  engineer,  dated  the 
28th  April  1779  : Having  maturely  considered  the  present  state  of  ; 
the  fortifications,  together  with  their  defects  and  the  best  method  to . 
remedy  the  same,  I now,  agreeable  to  the  Honourable  Company's'* 
commands  of  the  19th  March  1778,  lay  before  your  Honour  my 
thoughts  and  proposals  relative  to  this  subject.  I shall  point  out  the' 
different  Avorks  necessary  to  be  undertaken  in  order  to  render  these- 
fortifications  as  complete  as  their  original  construction  Avill  admit  in' 
order  to  put  the  same  in  the  best  possible  state  of  defence.  4 he  pre- 
sent extent  of  our  esplanade  is  only  600  yards  from  the  salient  angle 
of  the  Prince's  bastion  and  400  yards  from  Fort  George.  So  far 
front  this  distance  being  sufficient  it  is  barely  half  the  distance 
required.  In  his  letter  to  the  Honourable  Board  in  1768  Lieutenant-: 
Colonel  Campbell  expressly  recommends  that  to  the  distance  of  800 
yards  the  esplanade  be  cleared  of  all  building’'s  and  rising  grounds.- 
This  distance  is  undoubtedly  the  least  which  ought  to  be  cleared.! 
Supposing  an  enemy  fairly  landed  and  lodged  in  the  suburbs  at  the 
distance  the  buildings  noAv  stand,  he  Avill  have  the  acUmiitage  of  being  able 
to  open  his  trenches  on  the  salient  angle  of  the  Prince's  bastion  200  yards, 
nearer  the  place  than  he  could  if  the  esplanade  was  of  a proper  extent.' 
Again,  opj)Osite  Fort  George,  an  enemy  has  it  in  his  power  to  erect 
batteries  under  cover  of  the  buildings  at  the  distance  of  400  yards,  a 
very  convenient  distance  for  his  first  batteries.  He  Avill  haA^e  the 
advantage  of  forming  small  parks  of  artillery  for  the  supply  of  the 
attacks  close  to  the  opening  of  the  trenches  Avhich  could  not  be  done  if 
the  esplanade  extended  to  1000  yards  from  the  fortifications.  I his 
nearness  Avould  greatly  facilitate  his  AAmrks,  particularly  the  circum- 
stance of  his  being  able  to  supply  his  batteries  AAuth  stores  from  that 
short  distance.  For  Avhen  the  esplanade  is  cleared  to  the  distance 
Avhich  it  ought  to  be,  the  enemy  Avill  then  haAm  to  bring  his  stores  to 
the  salient  angle  of  the  Prince's  bastion  at  least  400  yards  further 
than  he  has  at  present  and  600  yards  further  to  his  attack  on  Fort 
George,  a circumstance  Avhich  cannot  fail  greatly  to  add  to  the  fatigue 
of  an  European  enemy  in  this  climate  during  a siege.  In  short  the 
present  small  esplanade  Avould  enable  an  enemy  to  save  both  time  and 
men  in  his  attacks.  It  is  almost  needless  to  mention  the  great 
ad\mntage  an  enemy  Avould  reap  from  being  able  to  keep  the  best  part 
of  his  army  under  cover  of  the  houses  at  so  short  a distance  ready  to 


^ Bom,  Gov.  Coiisnltation  1st  July  1778,  Bub.  Diary  74  of  1778,  510. 
2 Bom.  Gov.  Diary  1st  July  1778,  Bub.  Duiry  74  of  1778,  510-511. 
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support  tlie  trenches  whenever  any  considerable  sally  is  made  from  the 
igarrison  upon  any  of  his  works.  As  the  great  object  during  a siege 
as  as  long  as  possible  to  keep  the  enemy  at  a distance  and  to  throw 
(every  obstacle  in  his  way  in  order  to  obstruct  or  retard  his  works^  the 
diaving  an  esplanade  of  a proper  extent  is  one  of  the  great  means  for 
^effecting  this  purpose.  After  what  I have  advanced  I believe  there 
ccaii  remain  no  doubt  that  our  esplanade  is  by  much  too  small  and  that 
it  consequently  ought  to  be  enlarged.  I therefore  give  it  as  my 
[opinion  that  as  soon  as  possible  the  whole  esplanade  should  be 
cleared  of  all  buildings  to  the  distance  of  lOOO  yards  from  every  part 
of  the  fortifications/that  is  400  yards  further  than  at  present  from  the 
.salient  angle  of  the  Prince’s  bastion  and  600  yards  further  on  the  ridge 
of  Dongri  hill.  Strictly  speaking  the  distance  of  ! OOO  yards  is  less  than 
■ is  generally  allowed,  but  the  making  it  of  greater  extent  would  bring 
onlm  enormous  expense.  Nothing  but  the  most  absolute  necessity 
j could  make  me  propose  to  extend  the  esplanade  to  the  distance  of 
AQOO  yards.  But  as  the  enemy  will  then  have  all  his  materials  and 
; stores  to  bring  upwards  of  400  yards  to  the  place  of  his  first  batteries, 

I judge  in  such  a climate  this  400  yards  will  prove  sufficiently 
j fatiguing.  Upon  this  esplanade  there  should  afterwards  on  no  account 
be  permitted  to  remain  any  buildings  trees  or  hedges,  or  in  general  any 
i thing  whatever  that  may  in  the  least  intercept  the  view,  and  the  high 
I sand-bank  by  Back  Bay  ought  to  be  entirely  levelled  in  such  a manner 
]that  the  cannon  of  the  place  may  scour  every  part  of  the  sandy  beach. 

While  the  esplanade  is  clearing  away  to  the  abovenientioned 
; distance,  the  following  works  should  be  carried  into  execution  : The 
^.casemated  redoubt  in  front  of  the  envelope  of  Fort  George  should  be 
[completed;  all  the  ditches  of  this  fort  palisaded,  the  drawbridges 
[completed,  and,  in  general,  everything  done  to  put  Fort  George  in  a 
> most  thorough  state  of  defence.  The  casemated  redoubt  within  the 
1 advanced  redoubt  of  the  line  of  communication  should  be  made  along 
' the  whole  of  the  said  line  and  completed  on  the  east  side  and  palisaded ; 

) the  Mandvi  bastion  and  its  interior  cavalier,  the  lunette  by  the  Mandyi 
bastion,  casemates  for  the  garrison  and  a bomb-proof  hospital  ^ in 
jMoody  bay  should  be  completed ; the  east  curtain  of  the  castle  requires 
to  be  somewhat  raised ; the  dock  pier  should  be  carried  out  a little 
further  to  take  off  the  great  swell  which  at  present  during  the  mon- 
soon incommodes  the  dock  gates,  and  a battery  be  placed  on  the  dock  pier, 
^throughout  the  covert  way  traverses  should  be  made  and  places 
of  arms  in  the  re-entering  angles.  The  Banian  and  IVToor  bastions 
should  be  altered  agreeable  to  Colonel  Campbell’s  plan  and  proposals  in 
order  to  bring  a flanking  fire  on  the  faces  of  the  Cumberland,  Hodges,  and 
Church  ravelins,  of  which  they  are  at  present  deficient.  Small  bridges  of 
communication  should  be  thrown  from  all  the  ravelins  to  the  covert  way , 
and  steps  cut  in  the  counterscarp  near  the  re-entering  and  salient 
angles  for  the  free  passing  and  repassing  of  troops  to  and  from,  the 
covert  way  during  a siege.  In  general  wherever ^ any  drawbridges 
are  wanted  they  should  be  completed  as  soon  as  joossible.  The  ditches 
of  the  Hodges’  and  Cumberland  ravelins  and  those  before  the  envelope 
of  the  north  front  should  be  dug  at  least  four  feet  deeper*  The  three 
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casemated  redoubts  in  the  re-entering  angles  o£  the  envelope  of  tL 
north  front  should  be  completed.  As  laid  down  in  Colonel  Campbelb 
plan  and  proposed  by  that  gentleman  the  forward  redoubt  should  I 
advanced  on  the  caj)ital  of  Granby^s  ravelin.  Ihis  is  a work  1 thin 
highly  necessary  as  it  will  greatly  disturb  and  annoy  an  enemy  durin 
his  attack  upon  the  capital  of  any  of  the  outworks  between  the*  Churc 
and  Bazar  gates.  At  the  same  time  I am  of  opinion  that  Granby^ 
ravelin  is  so  much  retired  that  the  distance  between  it  and  the  salier 
angle  of  Hodges^  ravelin  is  700  yards  and  from  the  Cumberlam 
ravelin  900  yards^  and  from  the  salient  angle  of  the  envelojoe  on  th 
capital  of  the  Princess  bastion  upwards  of  1100  yards.  This  positio 
has  the  disadvantage  that  besides  the  redoubCs  fire  being  ver 
oblique  the  several  distances  are  such  as  would  make  its  execution 
very  inconsiderable.  I would  therefore  propose  that  as  before  suggestei. 
a redoubt  of  the  same  construction  be  advanced  on  the  Church  Gafi: 
I’avelin.  A redoubt  thus  situated  would  have  all  the  advantages  o 
the  proposed  Granby  redoubt  to  a much  greater  degree.  It  would  h 
viewed  more  in  reverse  from  any  of  the  salient  angles  of  the  outwork’: 
that  might  be  attacked  and  consequently  prove  more  obstructive  to  thli 
enemy^s  works.  It  would  be  375  yards  nearer  those  outworks  than 
the  Granby  redoubt.  Consequently  its  fire  would  do  more  executioi 
and  would  give  a smarter  and  more  direct  fire  on  the  burying  groum^ 
and  the  beach  which  is  much  wanted,  and  it  will  be  better  fianked  an( 
supported  from  the  collateral  fronts.  I therefore  give  it  as  mr 
opinion  that  a redoubt  advanced  on  the  Church  Gate  ravelin  is  essenr 
tially  necessary  and  of  the  greatest  utility  during  a siege  by  verr 
effectually  obstructing  the  enemy^s  works  and  retarding  his  progress 
towards  any  of  the  outworks  of  the  west  front.  Nor  can  an  enemy 
carry  on  his  attack  with  any  probability  of  success  till  he  is  in  pos-s 
session  of  the  said  redoubt  which  will  serve  greatly  to  lengthen  tlk. 
defence.  For  the  same  reasons  I am  further  of  opinion  that  thd; 
redoubt  ought  to  be  placed  at  the  distance  of  50  toises  or  about  100 
yards  from  the  said  capital  of  the  Church  ravelin.  I have  taken- 
the  liberty  to  point  out  these  works  as  essential  and  if  your  Honoui 
shall  be  pleased  to  give^  me  order  for  that  purpose  I will  endeavour  tc 
carry  them  into  execution  as  speedily  as  jmssible. 

I have  never  yet  been  able  to  complete  the  3000  men  ordered.  At 
present  the  want  of  near  500  men  has  prevented  me  going  on  with 
the  levelling  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  esplanade  and  building, 
the  magazine  in  the  Mandvi  bastion.  When  complete  the  3000  work- 
men are  sufficient  only  for  carrying  on  the  works  last  ordered.  There 
is  then  not  a man  for  carrying  into  execution  any  one  of  the  essential 
works  mentioned  in  this  letter.  It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to 
state  what  number  of  workmen  would  be  required  to  complete  the 
fortifications  in  every  part  at  once  : 

Completing  Fort  George 200 

Line  of  Communication  ...  ...  ...  5(jQ 

Completing  the  alteration  of  the  Mandvi  Bastion  and  build- 
ing a magazine  in  its  gorge  together  with  a lunette  by  the 

sea  side 500 

Making  the  casemated  bomb-proofs  in  Moody  Bay  and 
raising  the  curtain  in  the  Castle  G50 
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Men. 

Completing  the  Dock  Pier  300 

Altering  the  Banian  Bastion  500 

Do,  Moor  do,  500 

Completing  the  Envelope  of  the  North  front 300 

Building  the  advanced  Redoubt  on  the  Capital  of  the  Church 

Gate  Ravelin  500 


Total  ...  3950 

To  be  employed  on  the  works  now  under  orders  3000 

Grand  Total  ...  6950 


j The  total  number  required  to  work  on  every  part  of  the  fortifications 

i ouldbe  6950.  Even  then  none  are  allowed  for  deepening  the  ditches 
r the  Hodges  and  Cumberland  ravelins  or  those  of  the  envelope  of  the 
brth  front.  But,  as  I greatly  fear,  and  from  experience  am  very 
ertain,  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  get  together  so  great  a body  of 
:«  orkmen,  I beg  leave  to  propose  that  the  total  workmen  to  be  employed 

ii  future  be  fixed  at  5000.  This  would  represent  a monthly  expense 
Rs.  30,000  exclusive  of  stores  and  materials  which  would  amount  to 

hDOut  Rs.  20,000  a month  more.  As  my  accompanying  estimate 
Tmputes  the  expense  of  completing  the  whole  of  the  fortifications  to 
jinount  to  Rs.  1,22,080,  the  time  for  completing  the  whole  if  5000 
len  were  employed  would  be  about  2d  months  and  this  only  provided 
fo  interruption  happens.  The  necessity  for  securing  the  open  space 
between  the  Castle  and  the  dock  was  absolute.  Part  of  the  line  between 
tie  bandar  and  the  Castle  was  entirely  open.  By  the  battery  now 
iiilding  between  the  Castle  and  the  bandar  pier,  the  opening  towards 
lie  dry  dock  and  mud  dock  is  powerfully  flanked  and  secured,  and  as 
|ie  plan  of  securing  the  docks  by  overlapping  the  two  piers,  as  proposed 
y Colonel  Campbell,  would  have  greatly  injured  our  dock,  it  is 
^advisable  to  put  it  in  practice.  The  reason  why  our  dry  as  well  as 
;ir  mud  docks  would  become  useless,  should  that  part  of  the  plan  be 
: lirried  into  execution,  is  that  every  tide  a certain  quantity  of  mud 
lould  settle  within  the  basin  and  before  the  entrance  of  the  dock, 
his  would  either  choke  up  the  entrance  or  involve  heavy  clearing 
qarges.  By  putting  my  scheme  into  execution,  which  has  already  been 
oproved  by  your  Honourable  Board,  this  inconvenience  will  be  pre- 
liiited  as  I propose  the  pier  being  built  on  arches  by  which  means 
i!  the  water  will  still  continue  in  motion  no  mud  can  settle  behind 
le  battery  so  as  to  prejudice  the  mud  dock.  I have  also  proposed  by 
ingthening  the  south  pier  to  secure  the  dock  gates  from  the  violence 
■ the  swell  which  during  the  monsoons  greatly  incommodes  them,  and 
> it  is  conveniently  situated  for  flanking  the  Castle  I have  projiosed  to 
.ace  a battery  thereon.  The  end  of  the  bandar  pier  becomes  a very 
)mplete  battery  both  for  flanking  and  annoying  any  ships  that  may 
itempt  an  attack  opposite  to  the  Castle,  and  the  frontage  between  the 
mdar  pier  and  the  dock  is  secured  by  a battery  forming  a re-entering 
igle  which  is  to  be  built  on  arches  in  order  that  the  motion  of  the 
ater  may  continue  as  before  By  proposing  this  alteration  in  the 
Tmer  plan  I do  not  mean  to  lessen  its  merits,  the  construction  of 
hieh  could  it  be  carried  into  execution  is  altogether  excellent.  But 
le  objections  already  mentioned  could  lie  well  known  only  to  a person 
B 483—53 
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who  constantly  resides  in  the  spot  and  whose  observations  on  the  tid( 
and  the  manner  the  mud  is  thrown  up  in  that  part  can  warrant  m 
differing  from  the  former  plan.  In  building  the  eremaillere  work  I wa- 
necessitated  to  make  an  opening  in  the  re-entering  angle  fronting  tk 
custom  house  for  the  convenience  of  boats  bringing  their  mercliandiz 
close  up  to  the  landing  place.  It  would  have  been  very  proper  to  hav. 
begun  the  alterations  of  the  Moor  and  Banian  bastions  during  tk 
fair  season  while  the  water  in  the  ditches  is  yet  very  low  and  cons( 
quently  the  foundations  might  be  dug  and  laid  with  greater  ease.  Bd 
this  is  totally  out  of  my  power  as  a sufficient  number  of  workmen  eai 
not  be  got  at  present  to  carry  on  so  many  works  at  once.  Unless  yor 
Honour  shall  think  proper  to  increase  their  number^  I am  thereto]' 
under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  deferring  the  essential  works  { 
well  as  the  redoubt  on  the  capital  of  the  Church  Gate  ravelin  till 
dry  season  when  the  works  by  the  seaside  will  be  so  far  completed  as  t 
admit  of  the  men  being  taken  from  them  and  put  to  other  works.  In  tl: 
estimate  which  accompanies  this  letter  the  expense  of  removing  tli 
houses  for  enlarging  the  esplanade  is  not  included^  neither  is  the  expen;.: 
of  the  removal  of  the  houses  within  the  town  where  the  casemates  f(  ’ 
the  garrison  are  to  be  built.  I have  estimated  each  work  at  as  low 
rate  as  possible.  Allowances  must  be  made  should  the  result  not  exact 
answer  as  the  prices  of  materials  very  often  increase  in  a way  whh 
cannot  be  foreseen. 

I shall  now  proceed  to  report  to  your  Honourable  Board  the  progre 
of  the  fortifications  since  my  last  letter.  At  the  eremaillere  woi 
three  new  faces  have  been  more  than  three-quarters  completed,  mo 
than  half  of  the  parapets  of  other  three  faces  have  been  raised,  and  1 
new  stone  platforms  have  been  laid.  This  eremaillere  work  has  an  extei' 
of  1300  feet  and  upwards  faced  with  equal  cut  stones  and  rampart  behin 
32  feet  in  breadth  along  the  whole  extent,  every  atom  of  the  materia 
for  which  extensive  wmrk  has  been  brought  from  great  distances, 
flatter  myself  that,  provided  no  impediment  of  any  sort  intervenes,- 
shall  be  able  totally  to  complete  this  work  by  the  end  of  next  Septemb( 
At  the  battery  between  the  Castle  and  the  bandar  pier  a curtain  4. 
feet  in  length  has  been  brought  up,  the  rampart  half  filled,  and  : 
retaining  wmll  (raised)  to  one-third  of  its  intended  height.  Part 
the  foundation  for  the  Bandar  pier  battery  has  been  laid,  but  tl 
battery  together  with  the  dock  pier  battery  and  the  battery  bet  we 
the  Bandar  pier  and  the*  dock  are  works  v/hich  v/ill  necessarily  go 
very  slowly  as  the  foundation  can  be  laid  only  during  spring  tic 
unless  it  be  done  by  working  wdth  caissons  wdiich  'would  make  the 
works  extremely  expensive.  All  the  piers  of  the  casemates  under  t 
Dock  bastions  are  brought  up  and  the  wooden  centres  for  building  t 
arches  on  are  fixed.  The  covert  *way  and  the  glacis  all  round  t 
Cumberland  ravelin  and  place  of  arms  by  the  Hodges^  ravelin  H 
been  entirely  new  built  and  completed  and  palisaded  all  round ; t 
covert  way  and  glacis  extend  upwards  of  1200  feet.  A new  batte 
of  eight  pieces  of  cannon  has  been  made  before  the  Bandar  pier  wh 
secures  the  Bandar  pier  itself  as  also  the  opening*  between  the  Banc 
pier  and  the  dock.  Twelve  new  wooden  platforms  have  been  laid 
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lie  old  battery  whicli  was  (removed)  last  rains  and  the  whole  of 
he  said  battery  repaired  to  make  the  same  serviceable  in  ease  of  any 
;ttempt  by  an  enemy  before  the  other  work  could  be  finished.  On 
he  envelope  of  the  north  front  38  new  wooden  platforms  have  been 
aid  which  has  pnt  that  work  in  a most  respectable  state  of  defence. 
;?he  parapets  of  Princess  bastion  have  been  repaired  all  round  and  twelve 
lew  platforms  have  been  laid  in  the  said  bastion.  The  cavalier  of 
jfiince^s  bastion  has  been  repaired  and  ten  new  platforms  laid  on  the 
:aid  cavalier.  The  cavalier  of  the  Banian  bastian  has  been  repaired  and 
rix  new  platforms  laid  on  the  said  cavalier.  Ten  new  embrasures  have 
Deen  opened  in  the  curtains  for  the  defence  of  the  salient  angles 
)pposite  the  several  ravelins  and  seven  new  platforms  have  been  laid 
iim  the  said  curtains.  On  the  Royal  bastion  twenty  new  platforms  have 
:ieen  laid  in  the  room  of  twenty  which  were  unserviceable.  At  Fort 
Reorge  the  small  well  ditch  in  front  of  the  north-west  bastion  and  the 
atalisade  in  the  ditch  before  the  line  of  communication  have  been 
iompleted. 

^ Work  was  in  progress  at  the  following  places:  Fort  George,  line 
)f  communication,  north  front^  Dock  bastion,  covert  way,  and  between 
he  Castle  and  Dock.  Two  plans  accompany  this,  the  one  No.  1 
representing  the  fortifications  of  Bombay  as  they  now  stand  together 
Idth  such  works  as  are  proposed  to  be  made  out  have  not  yet  been 
xegun.  The  other  plan  No.  2 represents  the  state  of  the  fortifications 
rvhen  I first  took  charge  of  the  office.  Your  Honour  will  perceive  what 
f/orks  have  been  complete!  since  the  beginning  of  the  year  1/72. 
i^ermit  me  to  assure  your  Honourable  Board  that  I should  long  ere  this 
cave  delivered  in  the  plans  and  estimates  j but  when  I first  received  the 
Erder,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Iveating  was  then  chief  engineer  and  was 
/aily  expected  from  the  north.  I was  therefore  in  hopes  that  on  his 
^^rrival  Colonel  Keating  would  have  done  it  himself  as  notwithstanding 
lie  order  it  was  a difficult  point  for  me  to  form  an  estimate  of  woi  i^s 
i^hich  in  all  probability  Colonel  Iveating  was  himself  to  have  executed. 
‘After  his  arrival  the  situation  of  his  affairs  prevented  him  from  form- 
ag  an  estimate.  As  I wms  then  ordered  to  sit  on  a general  Court- 
‘oartial  which  lasted  the  whole  of  that  season  it  was  not  possible  foi 
rae  to  do  anvthing  besides  carrying  on  the  works  then  in  hand.  And 
is  about  that  time  the  Maratha  war  had  made  timber  much  deal  er  than 
Lsual,  I was  apprehensive  that  an  estimate  then  formed  would 
vi’oved  inaccurate,  v^ince  that  time  I have  not  till  very  lately  ad 
ny  tolerable  assistance  for  drawing  the  plans  fair.  As  those  gentlemm 
vho  could  have  assisted  me  have  necessarily  been  otherwise  employed, 
>ij  own  continued  attention  in  seeing  the  works  carried  into  execution 
Miaving  (hitherto)  afforded  me  but  little  time  to  stay  at 
order  to  delineate  those  designs.  Still  as  no  time  has  been 
/ arrying  on  the  works  I hope  your  Honour  will  excuse  i . ^n  e 
flonourable  Company’s  commands  dated  19th  March  17  7 , ^ leu  enan 
dolonel  Keating  appears  to  have  given  it  as  his  opinion 

engineer  could  superintend  more  works  than  may  be  done  oi  s.  , 

''  month.  I cannot  otherwise  than  believe  that  his  real  meaning  nm® 

, .e  the  charges  of  artiffcers  and  labourers  only  and  that  the  amount  at 
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the  cost  of  materials  must  be  exclusive  of  that  sum^  particularly  as 
the  expenses  during  the  year  1770-71  amounted  one  month  with 
another  to  Rs.  5^00^000.  I humbly  ])eg  leave  to  express  my  thanks  for 
the  appointment  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  and  cliief  engineer  of  this 
Presidency.  The  high  sense  I justly  entertain  of  this  favour  is  such  as 
must  necessarily  promj)t  me  on  every  occasion  to  perform  my  duty 
with  all  imaginable  zeal  for  the  service  of  my  Honourable  Employers! 

On  the  28th  April  the  Board  ordered  that  copies  of  this  letter 
together  with  the  estimates  and  plans  be  transmitted  to  the  Court  of 
Directors  and  that  the  engineer  be  permitted  to  entertain  as  many 
workmen  as  he  can  procure." 

Regarding  cleaning  the  ditch  the  Bombay  Diary  of  the  12th  May 
1779  has  the  following : This  being  the  season  for  cleaning  the  ditch 
and  the  principal  engineer  requesting  by  letter  that  1000  men  be 
employed  for  that  service^  it  is  resolved  that  the  necessary  orders  be 
given  accordingly.^ 

In  1779  the  Court  ordered  that  no  European  should  inspect  the 
fortifications.  On  the  27th  May  they  write:  It  is  our  express- 
command  that  no  European,  covenant  servant  of  the  Compan} 
excepted,  be  henceforth  permitted  either  in  time  of  peace  or  w^ar  tc 
view  or  inspect  any  of  the  fortifications,  defences,  docks,  or  arsenalj 
at  your  settlement  on  any  account  or  pretence  whatever.  Nor  shal 
any  person  be  sufiered  to  make  any  drawing  or  take  any  plan  of  an} 
public  work,  fortification,  or  dockyard,  without  license  in  writing 
from  the  Governor  for  the  time  being,  first  obtained  for  that  purpose.^ 

Referring  to  Major  Spaetlris  proposal  to  do  more  work  to  the  dan 
at  Cassey  creek  the  Bombay  Diary  has  the  following  notice  : In  oui 
23resent  distress  for  money  we  cannot  afford  to  lay  out  so  considerabl( 
a sum  on  a project  the  success  of  which  must  be  uncertain.  It  h 
therefore  resolved  for  the  present  to  entirely  suspend  the  execution  o: 
the  work  proposed  by  Major  Spaeth  at  Cassey  (Kashi)  creek.^ 

Regarding  the  cleaning  the  ditch  the  principal  engineer  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Nilson  makes  the  following  proposal  on  the  25th  Jaiiuarj 
1/80  : Finding  that,  besides  removing^the  mud  which  has  been  mostb 
done  by  the  new  fortification  carts,  the  cleaning  the  ditch  has  for  thesi 
three  y^ears  past  cost  about  Rs.6000  a year,  I have  been  led  to  conside 
whether  such  expense  might  not  be  lessened.  Towards  the  end  o 
1777  I did  myself  the  honour  to  iwoptose  to  your  Honourable  Boan 
to  have  twelve  boats  built  which  by  being  employed  in  cleaning  th 
ditch  would  more  effectually  2)erform  this  service  than  at  present,  a 
ten  men  in  each  boat  would  be  sufficient  and  being  em2:)loyed  for  thre 


1 Principal  Engineer  to  Government,  April  1779,  Secret  and  Pul.  Diary  20  of  1771 
466  - 460. 
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4 Court  to  Bombay  27th  May  1779  para  38.  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letteis  Tol.  10  c 
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months  would  amount  to  no  more  than  Us.  2400,  all  materials  included, 
which  would  be  a yearly  saving*  o£  at  least  Ks.  3600.  The  estimate  of 
these  boats  to  be  built  in  the  marine  yard  was  Us.  300  each;  the  whole 
twelve  will  then  amount  to  Us.  3600,  which  by  this  method  of  cleaning 
the  town  ditch  is  paid  by  the  savings  in  one  year.  I therefore  beg  leave 
to  request  that  your  Honour  will  be  pleased  to  give  orders  for  the 
abovementioned  boats  to  be  built  in  the  marine  yard  as  soon  as  possible.^ 

On  receipt  of  the  above  letter  from  the  principal  engineer,  the 
Board,  on  the  26th  January  1780,  observe:  On  consideration  of  his 
proposal  for  building  flat-bottom  boats  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  the 
ditch  recourse  is  had  to  our  proceedings  under  the  22nd  of  October 
1777,  when  this  project  was  before  discussed  and  then  given  up.  As 
the  expedients  then  proposed  would  have  been  attended  with  constant 
expense  and  considerable  trouble,  as  the  cost  of  the^  boats  now 
recommended  will  by  the  engineer's  statement  be  saved  in  one  year, 
and  as  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs  flat-bottomed  boats  may  be 
required  for  other  services,  it  is  resolved  to  accept  the  engineer  s 
proposal  and  to  give  orders  for  the  boats  being  immediately  constiucted. 

On  the  23rd  April  1780  Lieutenant- Colonel  Lawrence  Nilson, 
principal  engineer,  submits  the  following  progress  report:  In 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  your  Honourable  Board  I have  now  the 
honour  to  lay  before  you  a report  of  the  progress  of  the  works  since 
my  last,  as  also  the  present  state  of  the  fortifications.  The  cremaillere 
work  has  been  completed  and  wants  only  a few  traverses  and  a barrier 
gate.  The  new  battery  to  the  south  of  the  Castle  has  been  completed. 
The  Bandar  pier  battery  has  been  carried  on  as  much  as  the  springtides 
would  admit ; two  faces  of  this  battery  and  five  of  ics  embiasures  aie 
almost  completed ; the  tedious  manner  of  working  at  low  water  mark 
at  springtides  makes  it  uncertain  when  this  battery  can  be  finished. 
The  Dock  bastion  has  been  entirely  completed ; the  magazine  under  it 
has  been  new  floored  and  repaired,  all  the  casemates  under  the  said 
bastion  perfectly  finished,  and  a large  drain  made  to  carry  the  water  of 
the  marine  yard  during  the  rains,  which  prevents  it  falling  into  the 
dock  j fifteen  embrasures  have  been  opened  in  the  old  works  where 
they  were  most  wanted.  The  lunette  by  the  JVIaiidvi  bastion  is  more 
than  half  completed.  I make  no  doubt  this  work  will  be  ^finished  by  the 
31st  of  August.  The  Mandvi  bastion  is  carrying  on  as  fast  as  possible ; 
the  revetment  of  its  new  face  is  now  brought  up  five  feet  above  ics 
foundation.  A large  quantity  of  stone  and  mateiials  has  been  laid  up 
in  readiness  to  carry  on  the  casemates  in  Moody  s bay ; the  foundation 
of  the  piers  for  a sallyport  leading  to  the  lunette  has  been  laid.  A 
battardeau  or  stop- water  by  the  lunette  is  almost  completed.  The 
counterscarp  of  the  new  ditch  before  the  east  face  of  the  Mandvi  bastion 
and  envelope  of  the  north  front  has  been  nearly  completed.  The  icnigh 
wall  near  the  sea  before  the  line  of  communication  to  Fort  Heoi  ge  is  about 
half  completed  and  a range  of  barracks  are  built  for  the  soldieis  towaids 
the  land  side.  A terrace  has  been  laid  on  the  east  bastion  of  F ort  George 
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to  cover  the  magazine  under  the  said  bastion  to  prevent  it  being  damp. 
A set  of  cook  rooms  and  necessaries  for  the  soldiers  have  been  completed  i 
and  the  space  between  the  envelope  and  the  fort  paved ; an  excavation  : 
has  also  been  made  in  the  outward  ditch  for  the  intended  well 
behind  the  coronet. 

On  the  es23lanade  a large  bank  of  sand  has  been  removed ; and 

superficial  square  feet  of  ground  in  front  of  Fort  George  have  been  i 
levelled.  A large  quantity  of  materials  has  been  laid  up  for  carrying 
on  the  alterations  of  the  Banian  and  Moor  bastions.  The  foundation 
of  the  counterscai’i)  of  the  former  is  now  begun  and  the  revetment 
of  the  same  wdll  shortly  be  started.  Three  large  dams  have  been 
made  near  the  Banian  bastion  for  keejjing  out  the  water  in  order  to 
carry  on  that  work. 

The  present  state  of  this  fortification  may  be  thus  summarised : A 
good^  part  of  the  esjDlanade  has  still  to  be  levelled,  as  the  present 
burying  ground  cannot  be  removed,  and  as  part  of  the  sand  banks 
near  the  sea  yet  remain  as  the  peojde  lately  employed  thereon  have  been 
moved  to  carry  on  the  alterations  of  the  Banian  and  Moor  bastions. 
The  following  wmrks  remain  to  be  begun  : The  advanced  redoubt  on  the 
ca2)ital  of  the  Church  Gate  ravelin.  The  casemates  near  the  Stanhope 
bastion.  Two  battardeaus  or  stop-waters.  The  Dock  jker  battery. 
The  battery  between  the  Bandar  2)ier  and  the  dock.  The  casemated 
redoubt  within  the  advanced  redoubt  of  the  line  of  communication  to 
Fort  George.  The  small  bridges  of  communication  to  the  different 
out- works.  The  places  of  arms  and  traverses  in  the  covert  way.  Three 
small  casemated  redoubts  in  the  re-entering  angles  of  the  envelo2)e  of 
the  north  front.  The  repairs  of  the  glacis  by  the  Apollo  gate.  The 
alterations  by  the  Bazar  Gate  ravelin.  The  drawbridges  to  the  north 
front. 

The  followdng  works  are  being  carried  on,  but  are  not  finished  : The 
coronet  at  Fort  George,  the  palisades,  the  ditches,  the  glacis  and  its 
drawbridges ; the  line  of  communication  to  the  sea  side ; the  Mand\'i 
bastion ; the  lunette  near  the  Mandvi  bastion ; the  magazine  in  the 
gorge  of  the  Mandvi  bastion ; the  casemates  in  Moody’ s bay ; the 
Bandar  jfier  battery;  the  alterations  of  the  Banian  bastion  just 
begun ; the  alterations  of  the  Moor  bastion  just  begun.  A s^^ace 
remains  open  between  the  Bandar  pier  and  the  Dock  pier  which  I 
before  2)rop)osed  to  secure  by  building  a battery  with  a re-entering 
angle  as  represented  in  the  jfian  by  the  letter  ...  in  such  a manner  that 
the  sea  washing  through  the  arches  (on  which  the  said  battery  was  to  be 
built)  would  have  prevented  any  mud  settling  behind  it.  On  further 
consideration  I find  that  by  putting  this  plan  into  execution  the  said 
battery  will  take  up  so  much  room  that  there  will  not  be  sufficient  left 
for  the  ships  to  lay  on  the  hard  behind  it  and  it  wdll  be  rather  inconvenient 
to  bring  them  round  from  the  opening  at  the  setter  (centre  ?).  As 
my  constant  endeavour  is  to  regulate  the  means  of  the  defence  of  this 
jfiaee  in  sucli  a manner  as  not  to  prejudice  it  materially  in  a point  of 
so  much  consideration,  instead  of  my  former  proposal,  I do  now 
propose  a floating  battery  in  such  a manner  as  to  be  2)laced  or  removed 
to  the  space  R between  the  Bandar  pier  battery  and  the  Dock  pier. 
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This  will  effectually  secure  the  opening  and  at  the  same  time  cover  the 
docks  and  remove  every  objection  which  any  other  mode  of  defending 
■ this  spot  might  occasion,  by  rendering  its  present  great  utility  to  the 
shipping  less  complete.  I therefore  request  your  Honour^ s orders  for 
commencing  the  said  floating  battery  as  soon  as  possible.  Having  had 
charge  of  carrying  on  the  works  for  some  years  I have  ever  found  by 
experience  that  chunam  is  never  to  be  had  in  sufficient  quantities  till 
the  end  of  December  or  the  beginning  of  January.  As  the  chunam  laid 
in  store  before  the  rains  is  generally  expended  by  the  end  of  September, 
little  work  can  be  done  during  October  November  and  December.  As 
the  people  employed  in  burning  the  chunam  have  not  hitherto  begun 
to  burn  any  till  the  end  of  November,  and  even  then  in  small  quantities 
I have  to  request  your  Honourable  Board  will  issue  an  order  that  the 
; burning  the  chunam  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  new  fortifications  do 
commence  by  the  beginning  of  October  every  year.  By  this  means  a 
much  greater  quantity  of  work  will  be  completed  each  season. 

With  this  accompanies  a duplicate  of  my  plan  and  estimate  delivered 
last  year.  I have  now  corrected  the  estimate  in  some  places  and 
excluded  the  works  then  reported  to  be  finished.  The  quantity  of 
sand  and  earth  to  be  removed  on  the  esplanade  being  much  more  than 
was  then  calculated,  the  expense  of  removing  the  same  must  unavoidably 
be  more  than  what  had  been  mentioned  therein. 

The  following  are  the  different  places  where  masonry  and  other 
work  has  been  executed  : Fort  George  j the  line  of  communication ; 
Mandvi  Bastion ; lunette  by  the  Mandvi  bastion ; casemates  in 
i Moody's  bay ; cremaillere  work ; Hornby's  battery ; Bandar  pier 
battery;  Dock  bastion;  Town  walls;  Stanhope  bastion;  North 
front ; the  Esplanade. 

The  workmen  have  lately  decreased  so  much  that  it  is  at  present 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  I can  carry  on  all  the  works  now  in  hand, 
but  am  in  great  hopes  the  men  will  shortly  return. 

I humbly  request  your  Honourable  Board  will  be  pleased  to  take 
into  consideration  my  application  made  last  year  in  favour  of  the 
Captains  of  the  Engineer  Corps  and  hope  your  Honour  will  recommend 
to  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  that  their  request  may  be 
complied  with.^ 

Copy  of  this  report  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Court  by  the 
Ilaicke? 
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3 Bom,  Gov.  Consultation  26tli  April  1780,  Pub.  Diary  77  of  1780,  197. 
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Section  II.— Military  Artificers. 
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The  frequent  references  to  ill-built  and  unserviceable  platforms  gun- 
carriages  and  other  appliances,  to  failures  of  construction,  to  defects- 
in  material,  the  surprising  miscalculations  as  to  time  and  cost  in  forti- 
fying Bombay,  the  difficulties  found  in  conducting  the  siege  of  Tirana, 
the  delays  even  before  V esava,  leave  an  impression  of  slackness  and 
inefficiency,  if  not  of  corruptness,  on  the  part  of  the  responsible  author-  - 
ities.  On  one  leading  cause  of  these  failures,  the  difficulty  of  procur- 
ing skilled  craftsmen,  the  records  are  generally  silent.  Like  the 
climate  the  character  of  the  workman  seems  to  have  been  considered  am 
unavoidable  evil,  complaint  regarding  which  was  unavailing.  Howr 
crippling  was  this  want  of  efficient  carpenters  sawyers  blacksmiths  andl 
other  artisans  is  shown  in  detail  in  a report  addressed  to  the  President", 
in  1776  by  Ensign  Henry  Wdtman.  Mr.  Witmaffis  report  has  two 
further  elements  of  interest,  one  general  the  other  special.  The  point : 
of  general  interest  is  the  light  its  details  throw  on  the  conditions  which  i, 
gave  rise  to  and  which  explain  the  slave  or  helot  position  of  the  Hindu 
craftsman,  suggesting  slavery  not  intermarriage  as  the  root  of  ther 
degradation  of  the  artisan  or  so-called  mixed  castes  of  Mann.  ^ The  point : 
of  special  interest  in  the  report  is  that  it  is  apparently  the  origin  of  the 
formation  of  the  distinguished  corps,  whose  value  has  so  often  been 
proved,  the  Bombay  Begiment  of  Sappers  and  Miners. 

On  the  11th  February  1776  Ensign  Henry  Witman  writes  to  the 
President : From  the  diherent  services  I have  been  employed  upon  since  e: 
my  arrival  in  this  country  I have  observed  a very  great  w^ant  of  proper  r 
artificers  which  might  be  attended  with  the  worst  of  consequences, 
especially  in  case  of  distant  service.  To  remedy  this  a ]3lan  has  occur-  -t 
red  to  me,  which  I now  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  consideration. 
Should  it  meet  with  your  approbation  I flatter  myself  you  will  lay  the 
same  before  the  Board,  and  afford  me  your  support  for  carrying  it  into 
execution.^ 

It  is  the  custom  in  Germany  with  every  Prince  wffio  maintains  a 
body  of  troops  to  have  a company  of  artisans  to  every  battalion  of 
artillery.  In  time  of  peace  or  wdiilst  the  army  is  in  garrison  these 
artisans  are  employed  in  the  arsenals  laboratories  and  foundries,  making,, 
and  preparing  every  kind  of  stores  that  may  be  necessary  in  time  of 
-war.  In  time  of  war  they  accompany  the  army  and  are  employed  in 
the  repair  of  arms  and  carriages,  in  short  in  all  the  various  occasions 
which  daily  arise  in  an  army  for  artificers  of  every  different  occupation. 
Besides  this  the  artisans  are  kept  in  constant  discipline,  and  in  action  or  in 
sieges  such  as  are  not  immediately  wanted  on  rvorks,  become  an  addi- 
tion to  the  strength  of  the  army  by  acting  with  the  artillery.  From 
my  observations  in  the  different  employments  and  services  I have  been 
engaged  in,  there  seems  to  me  no  improvement  that  could  be  adopted  in 
the  military  system  of  the  Honourable  Company  at  once  so  beneficial 
and  important  as  the  establishment  of  such  a company,  which  would  go  far 
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awards  remedying  several  disadvantages  the  service  now  labours  under 
oth  in  o-arrison  and  in  the  field.  To  a person  who  has  had  opportum- 
es  of  deserving  the  difierent  branches  of  service,  the  utility  of  such  a 
iDmpany  must  be  at  once  so  striking  that  there  would  be  no  occasion  to 
oint  it  out.  But  as  you,  Sir,  may  not  have  had  all  these  necessary 
pportunities  I will  endeavour  to  make  you  sensible  of  the  several 
iUntages  that  would  arise  and  the  defects  that  might  be  remedied  by 
le  establishment  in  question. 

To  give  you  a more  precise  idea  of  the  need  of  a company  of  artisans  I 
lall  beo’in  with  the  defects  I have  observed  in  the  field  which  it  might 
^medyand  shall  then  show  the  several  advantages  such  a corps  would  secure 
uring  the  time  of  service.  Every  person  must  allow  it  to  be  a great  disad- 
antage  burthening  an  army  with  a number  of  followers  that  are  wholly 
seless  in  time  of  action,  This  must  ever  be  the  case  when  Indian  arti- 
cers  are  to  be  employed.  The  little  work  they  are  capable  of  doing 
enders  it  necessary  to  have  a great  number  of  them.  Add  to  this  that 
[most  every  carpenter  must  have  his  man  or  bigari  to  move,  carry,  and 
irn  the  piece  of  timber  he  is  at  work  upon.  In  short  from  what  I have 
bserved  of  the  difference  between  an  Indian  and  an  able  European  artificer, 
am  confident  I may  advance  with  safety  that  with  Europeans,  where 
here  are  six  persons  at  present,  there  need  be  only  one.  Besides  fh^ii 
lability,  the  timidity  of  the  Indian  artificers  is  the  cause  of  gieat  delay 
1 work.^  I have  seen  them  when  they  heard  the  whiz  of  a shot  or  saw 
he  dust  of  one,  though  at  tvrenty  yards  distance,  down  goes  their  tools 
nd  away  they  run.  And  it  is  only  by  force,  threats,  promises,  andpersua- 
ion  that  after  much  time  lost  you  can  bring  them  back  to  the  work. 
Ye  have  never  yet  had  any  opportunity  of  observing  it,  as  all  our 
perations  have  been  short  sieges  where  the  artificers  were  unmolested 
y the  enemy.  But  should  it  happen  that  in  a campaign  wieie  e 
rmy  would  have  to  march,  it  should  be  harassed  and  a few  or  t em 
tiled,  or  were  they  to  be  exposed  to  any  great  inconveniences  the  Indian 
rtificers  who  have  no  predilection  to  any  party,  no  point  o onoui  o 
ose,  no  consequences  to  fear  from  desertion,  and  have  always  a mortal 
version  to  going  on  service,  I am  much  inclined  to  think  would  tare 
very  opportunity  of  quitting  us,  and  thus  exceedingly  is  less  le 
.rmy.  If  you  oppose  to  this  the  having  men  of  courage  who  would 
rork  at  a battery  in  the  thickest  fire  of  an  enemy,  men  boun  o you 
)eing  of  the  same  nation  and  manners  by  the  point  ot  honour  and 
he  fear  of  death,  the  security  and  advantage  arising  by  having  such 
nen  with  an  army  in  the  field  would  almost  of  itself  be  a su  cien 
•ecommendation,  without  considering  that  in  case  of  action  these  men 
unofreal  addition  to  our  strength  by  engaging,  whereas  the  others 
»nly  weaken  us  by  their  number  and  the  confusion  and  delays  which 
heir  fears  are  ever  liable  to  create.  After  all  when  you  ^ave  e ^a  ive 
adificers,  their  work  of  every  kind  is  so  miserably  executed  that  it  is 
Imost  useless.  The  smiths  so  burn  their  iron  in  working  it  that  it  is 
[uite  weak  in  comparison  with  well  wrought  iron  ; so  a a person  w lo 
mows  native  smiths  is  obliged  to  order  every  thing  of  largei  imension& 
han  would  be  necessary,  if  it  was  well  wrought,  which  makes  their  works 
leavy  and  unwieldy  besides  occasioning  a greater  consump  ion  o ma  e 
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rials.  The  carpenters^  work  is  if  possible  worse  than  the  smiths^  owin^ 
partly  to  their  carelessness  and  partly  to  their  want  of  skill.  I have  ha( 
many  opportunities  of  seeing  this  both  on  the  works  and  in  service.  A 
the  late  siege  of  Tirana  the  platforms  were  so  badly  constructed  tlia 
it  was  a great  hindrance  to  the  service.  The  carpenters  were  eve 
repairing  some  of  them.  After  five  or  six  discharges  they  became  useles 
again,  and  this  entirely  owing  to  the  want  of  skill  as  the  material 
were  very  good.  As  the  whole  of  these  carpenters  are  mere  cutter 
of  wood  and  totally  unacquainted  with  the  construction  of  military 
machines,  there  arises  another  very  great  hindrance  to  the  officer  wh< 
may  have  the  direction  of  works.  He  is  not  only  obliged  to  plai 
the  works  but  must  direct  the  carpenters  step  by  step  even  to  the  ver 
lining  of  thek  works.  Again  he  cannot  quit  them  with  safety.  I 
he  is  in  a hurry  to  complete  a work  he  must  absolutely  stand  eon 
stantly  by  the  workmen  not  only  to  keep  them  to  it,  but  to  see  that  the: 
do  not  spoil  the  materials  and  stop  the  work.  I have  often  seei 
that  notwithstanding  the  most  repeated  directions  and  even  marking  th 
lines,  the  workmen  either  from  carelessness  or  design  have  spoiled  a piec- 
of  timber  in  cutting  it.  Imagine  the  delays  this  must  occasion  shouL 
there  be  necessity  for  erecting  several  works  at  once.  Oppose  to  thes^ 
delays  the  great  advantage  that  would  accrue  on  service  and  especially  i 
sieges  if  the  engineers  had  workmen  they  could  depend  upon,to  whom  the 
need  only  give  a verbal  direction,  or  a drawing  of  what  they  mean  to  hav 
done.  Eeflect  also  how  few  of  those  who  on  occasion  act  as  engineer 
have  any  pretensions  to  be  acquainted  with  the  minutim  of  carpenter^ 
works.  For,  though  every  man  who  wishes  to  excel  in  this  professior 
would  endeavour  to  make  himself  so,  I beg  leave  to  remark  the  feV 
opportunities  that  a young  man  who  enters  the  Company’s  service  an 
is  to  gain  his  knowledge  in  India,  has  of  making  himself  proficient  i 
mechanics. 

Besides  the  badness  of  their  work  another  great  objection  to  India 
artificers  is  that  there  are  many  necessary  works  which  they  cannot  d 
at  all.  For  example,  at  Thana  the  bed  of  a 1 8 -inch  mortar  wa 
broken  and  for  want  of  proper  carpenters  to  repair  it,  it  was  quit 
useless.  In  all  the  services  hitherto  every  kind  of  military  store  tha 
was  necessary  has  been  directly  sent  from  Bombay.  These  services  wei 
but  short  and  our  communication  was  open  with  the  sea.  But  suppoE 
the  army  should  ever  undertake  a real  campaign  and  have  to  besieg 
a place  far  inland.  Should  it  be  necessary  to  repair  a broken  gun-cai 
riage,  the  bed  of  a mortar,  to  make  and  erect  chevaux-de-frizes,  repair  ti 
locks,  stocks,  bayonets,  or  ramrods  of  the  soldiers’  arms,  make  scalin 
ladders,  fuses  for  shells,  and  petards  with  many  other  articles  that  migk 
be  mentioned,  I fancy  there  would  not  be  found  any  Indian  artificei 
equal  to  these  works.  On  the  other  hand  to  carry  spare  articles  of  ever 
kind  in  any  considerable  quantity  would  be  very  cumbersome  an 
expensive  exclusive  of  the  fact  that  it  is  not  possible  to  ascertai 
precisely  how  many  you  may  want.  Admitting*  this  there  are  oth( 
works  that  may  be  necessary  which  I will  be  bold  to  say  the  operatior 
of  the  army  must  be  at  a stand  for  if  they  have  only  the  India 
artificers  to  depend  on. 
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Without  entering  into  minutiae  the  above  will  be  sufficient  to 
hnt  out  the  disadvantages  an  army  labours  under  with  only  Indian 
•tificers,  all  which  a company  of  European  artisans  would  remedy, 
shall  onoe  again  remark  that  to  have  your  workmen  soldiers  also 
I case  of  need  is  no  small  advantage  considering  of  how  few  men 
ir  Indian  armies  are  composed.  Add  to  this  that  on  the  terms  I 
)uld  procure  them  the  pay  of  the  artificers  on  an  expedition  would 
Dt  amount  to  more  than  a third  of  what  it  does  at  present  and  I 
elieve  there  will  be  no  occasion  to  insist  further  on  the  preference 
lat  is  to  be  given  to  European  artificers  in  the  field.  In  garrison 
apprehend  this  company  would  not  be  less  useful  for  many  occa-> 
ons  than  in  the  field.  At  present  who  have  the  Company  to  repair 
le  soldiers^  arms  ? None  of  the  natives  are  equal  to  it.  The  Com- 
iny  are  glad  to  catch  at  every  common  blacksmith  that  comes  out 
nong  the  recruits  and  put  him  in  the  stores.  Few  good  artists  I 
eliev^  need  quit  such  a country  as  England,  and  the  repairs  that  I 
ave  seen  given  to  the  musquets  convince  me  that  the  English  artisans 
ow  employed  never  worked  as  gunsmiths.  Besides  the  officers  are 
Ten  in  the  greatest  distress  when  the  one  or  two  in  the  stores  get 
ii  liquor,  stay  away  or  are  sick,  which  is  very  frequently  the  case  ; 
id  the  want  of  hands  obliges  them  to  instruct  some  of  the  natives 
1 some  part  of  the  repairs.  On  an  expedition  what  European 
.-orkmen  there  are  are  generally  sent  away._  I leave  you  to  judge 
hether  for  want  of  being  immediately  repaired  many  of  the  arms 
aust  not  rust  and  spoil.  All  this  would  be  remedied  by  having  a 
umber  of  good  gunsmiths  who  so  long  as  the  barrel  lasted  could  keep 
7QYJ  part  in  as  good  condition  as  it  comes  from  Europe.  Every  other 
krtof  a soldier’s  accoutrements  might  be  made  in  a much  lighter 
id  neater  manner  than  they  are  at  present.  In  short  I apprehend 
lat  with  these  artificers  every  store  that  belongs  to  an  arsenal  might 
13  as  well  made,  and  the  arms  kept  in  as  good  order  and  repair  as  in 
ly  service  in  Europe.  The  Company  might  have  a good  foundry 
L Bombay  not  only  for  the  casting  of  cannon,  but  of  every  kind  of 
razier  s work  that  may  be  wanted  in  the  different  stores.  This 
ouldbe  much  superior  to  the  heavy  clumsy  work  done  by  the  country 
raziers,  who,  from  their  ignorance  in  this  art,  are  also  exceedingly 
dious  in  the  execution  of  works  of  any  size  sometimes  on  account 
It  their  moulds  requiring  three  weeks  or  a month  to  do  what  a Euro- 
lean  founder  can  do  in  three  or  four  days.  The  foundry  whic  ^ ® 
ompany  have  at  present  does  not  deserve  the  name.  I hey  have 
,alv  one  European  in  it ; the  only  turner  they  had  is  lately  dead ; 
id  the  director  of  the  laboratory  under  whose  charge  the  foundry 
, being  absent,  all  works  I believe  are  at  a stand  ; whereas 
■ there  was  a good  foreman  to  depend  on  with  different 
"orkmen  under  him,  this  would  not  be  the  case.  n e 
spartment  of  the  foundry  is  the  repair  of  fire  engines  which  the 
atives  cannot  perform  as  they  do  not  know  enough  of  turning  to 
lake  the  brass  screws.  I could  point  out  many  advantages  that  a 
ood  foundry  would  be  of  both  to  the  service  and  t e p ace  in 
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There  seems  to  me  very  great  room  for  improvement  in  the  car- 
penters’ work  of  all  military  machines.  The  gun  carriages  are  most 
exceedingly  clumsy  and  much  heavier  than  they  need  to  be  if  they 
were  well  constructed.  Besides  there  is  a proportion  to  be  observed 
in  the  size  of  every  part  of  a gun  carriage  according  to  the  calibre 
they  are  designed  for,  which  the  natives  seem  to  be  most  perfectly 
ignorant  of.  The  eighteen-pounder  carriages  which  were  sent  to 
Dhdravi  were  so  narrow  they  would  not  receive  the  guns.  The 
first  were  sent  back  again.  From  those  which  are  there  now  I was 
obliged  to  cut  a little  of  the  wood  ; and  they  are  still  so  narrow  that 
I apprehend  they  would  soon  break  if  fired  from.  I leave  you  to 
judge  of  the  distress  this  circumstance  might  have  occasioned  had. 
these  carriages  been  sent  on  an  expedition.  Nor  is  it  the  fault 
of  any  gentleman  who  may  have  the  direction  of  the  carpenters. 
I know  by  experience  that  you  may  give  them  every  proportion 
and  either  from  ignorance  or  carelessness  they  will  still  do  the 
work  wrong.  The  platforms  which  should  be  well  joined,  level, 
and  compact,  when  you  come  to  put  them  together,  are  loose  and 
uneven;  at  least  those  1 have  seen  sent  on  service  have  been  such; 
and  at  Thfina  the  carpenters  were  obliged  to  even  the  cross  timbers 
again  before  they  could  nail  the  planks  on.  I am  sensible  that  it 
would  exceed  the  bounds  of  this  plan  to  have  workmen  enough  for 
all  the  military  stores  business.  Still  I imagine  a few  capable  artists 
to  join  and  finish  the  \vorks  would  remedy  all  these  defects. 

It  would  tire  your  patience  was  I to  enter  into  all  the  particulars 
wherein  the  country  smiths  are  deficient.  In  general  they  burn- 
the  iron  ; but  in  large  works  it  is  shocking  to  see  them.  When  the}; 
have  got  a heat,  they  begin  looking  at  the  iron  and  consulting  when 
they  are  to  strike  till  it  is  half  cool  and  then  they  have  not  strengtl: 
to  play  a large  hammer,  few  exceeding  12  or  14  pounds  but  in  gene- 
ral from  8 to  10.  By  this  means  they  are  obliged  to  take  a numbei 
of  heats  which  burns  the  work  and  consumes  infinitely  more  iror 
and  coals  than  is  necessary.  Besides  there  are  few  large  works  the} 
undertake  but  they  fail  the  first,  and  very  often  the  second  attempt 
which  is  just  so  much  labour  and  materials  lost  to  the  Company  b} 
their  want  of  skill.  Exclusive  of  the  service  the  European  artisar 
corps  could  be  of  in  the  military  stores,  foundry,  and  laboratory 
there  are  other  branches  in  which  they  might  be  usefully  employed 
When  the  fortifications  are  going  forward  they  might  be  employed  ai 
overseers  of  the  carpenters  masons  and  bricklayers,  and  being  artist; 
themselves  they  would  be  a check  on  the  labourers,  both  to  proven 
their  idleness  and  as  to  the  manner  of  executing  their  work.  Thre( 
or  four  millwrights  might  be  engaged  who  could  finish  tb 
Company’s  saw  mill  at  Warli  if  requisite,  and  also  serve  to  kee] 
the  powder  mills  in  constant  repair.  For  want  of  some  sue! 
person  I learn  there  is  at  present  a great  impediment  in  making 
powder. 

All  the  defects  above  pointed  out  both  in  the  g'^arrison  and  tli^ 
field  for  want  of  good  artists  might,  I apprehend,  be  remedied  b} 
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;Dhe  establishment  in  question,  without  rendering  the  company 
less  fit  to  act  as  artillery  in  case  of  the  place  being  besieged  or  on 
any  other  occasion  as  they  might  easily  be  kept  in  constant 
discipline  ; and  such  part  as  were  not  wanted  on  works  might  also 
do  garrison  duty. 

In  Germany  the  artisans  are  paid  for  the  number  of  days  they 
work  in  their  professions  besides  the  standing  pay  they  receive  as 
privates  in  the  artillery.  When  they  do  not  work  they  receive 
their  common  pay  only.  I could  engage  men  on  these  conditions 
who  would  willingly  work  for  the  same  pay  the  Company  now 
o-ive  the  native  artificers  in  the  stores,  that  is  what  are  called  the 
able  smiths  and  carpenters  who  receive  from  Rs.  dO  to  Rs.  12  and 
the  mistris  Rs.  16  the  month.  The  company  might  consist  of  100 
privates  or  more  if  necessary  all  versed  in  some  business.  The 
non-commissioned  officers  should  be  masters  or  very  able  work- 
men in  the  different  trades.  I could  also  engage  experienced 
officers  well  versed  in  every  branch  of  the  artillery,  such  as  inaking 
powder,  casting  guns,  and  constructing  every  kind  of  military 
machines  who  would  gladly  serve  as  subalterns  in  this  company  for 
the  same  pay  that  is  now  given  to  the  subalterns  in  the  artillery. 
The  company  might  be  kept  constantly  complete  bj'  reciuits  from 
Europe  which  I could  annually  send  to  London  by  means  of  agents 
established  in  Germany.  Exclusive  of  their  utility  to  the  Company, 
these  artificers  in  their  different  branches  would  be  of  great 
convenience  to  the  place,  and  as  many  ^ of  them  would  bring 
out  their  wives  and  children  they  might  in  time  produce  a race 
which  being  properly  trained  to  their  different  professions  and 
to  arms  would  be  at  once  useful  inhabitants  and  considerably  add 
to  the  strentrth  of  the  place  in  case  of  a siege.  There  are  many 
other  advantages  that  could  be  pointed  out  that  must  occur  to  every 
one.  As  it  is  evidently  our  artillery  which  gives  us  the  great 
superiority  over  the  country  Powers,  every  plan  that  tends  to 
improve  our  advantage  by  it  would  doubtless  be  approved  by  the 
Company.  That  the  establishment  of  such  a corps  would  be  an 
improvement  I think  there  is  no  doubt  from  what  I have  above 
advanced  ; but  I could  point  out  many  things  that  are  made  use  ot 
in  Germany  that  I have  not  observed  here  nor  indeed  could  they 
be  practised  for  want  of  proper  artificers. 

As  the  late  acquisition  of  territory  may  render  an  increase  of 
artillery  necessary,  this  would  be  a proper  time  for  the  establishment 
of  this  corps.  The  terms  on  which  I would  willingly  raise  this 
company  would  be  to  have  the  command  of  it  with  the  usual  emolu- 
ments of  captain  of  artillery  and  the  rank  as  youngest  captain ; 
the  officers  might  be  introduced  as  youngest  in  the  different  classes 
they  are  entered  in.  As  this  plan  would  occasion  an  addition  of  a 
company  of  artillery,  the  gentlemen  whom  I should  supersede 
would  not  absolutely  be  wronged  by  it.  But  should  this  be  an 
ohiection  I would  relinquish  my  rise  in  the  artillery  and  then  there 
would  not  be  the  least  shadow  of  injustice.  The  officers  who  enter 
would  continue  their  rise,  and,  as  a company  falls  vacant,  would  have 
the  preference  of  commanding  this  company  when  it  comes  to  then 
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tour  to  have  a company.  Considering  the  trouble  I shall  have  anc 
the  interest  I must  employ  to  get  permission  to  bring  these  artisan 
from  Germany,  I hope  my  proposal  will  not  be  thought  extravagant.' 

On  receipt  of  these  proposals,  the  13th  February  1776,  th 
President  lays  them  before  "the  Board.  The  Bombay  Governmemi 
Consultation  of  that  day  records  : The  President  lays  before  us  i 
letter  addressed  to  him  by  Ensign  Witman,  accompanying  a plan  fo: 
raising  a company  of  artificers  in  Germany  to  be  added  to  thd 
battalion  of  infantry  on  this  establishment.  As  we  are  sensibL 
many  good  effects  would  attend  its  being  carried  into  execution 
it  is  agreed  to  afford  Mr.  Witman  a passage  to  Europe  at  the  Hoe  i 
Company’s  expense  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  submitting  hh: 
plan  to  them;  and  a copy  thereof  must  likewise  be  transmitted  t: 
them  by  us  with  a recommendation  to  adopt  it.  The  Brigadie;*. 
General  gives  it  further  as  his  opinion  that  some  miners  would  hi 
a very  useful  addition  to  this  company  which  must  be  noticed  tc 
Mr.  Witman.^ 

Three  years  later,  27th  May  1779,  the  Court  write : Although 
Mr.  Witman  has  not  been  successful  equal  to  his  expectations  ii: 
engaging  a whole  company  of  artificers  he  has  succeeded  so  far  a 
to  entertain  above  25  men  under  that  description  who  take  passag^^ 
on  the  ships  of  this  season.^ 


1 Pub.  Diary  69  of  1776,  70-77. 

2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  13th  Feb.  1776,  Pub.  Diary  69  of  1776,  67. 

^ Court  to  Bombay  27th  May  1779  para  26,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Yol.  10  c 
1778-1782,  157. 
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Section  III.— Buildings. 

The  first  despatch  of  the  Honourable  Company  when  Masters  of  the 
island  (1668)  contained  orders  for  the  building  of  a regular  town.  For 
weavers  who  had  come  from  Cheul  to  Bombay  houses  had  to  be  erected. 
A street  was  therefore  ordered  to  be  built  stretching  from  the  custom 
house  (north-west  of  the  present  Mint)  to  the  fort  (that  is  the  Castle)  the 
rents  of  which  it  was  expected  w^ould  soon  defray  the  expenses.  About 
this  time  (1668-69)  when  these  houses  were  being  built  and  the 
fortifications  were  pressing  on^  arrangements  were  made  to  get  timber 
and  chunam  from  Shiv^j^s  ports/ 

At  a Bombay  Consultation,  the  6th  February  1670,  the  President 
perused  several  clauses  in  the  Company's  letter  concerning  the  building 
of  wharfs  docks  and  cranes,  and  taking  in  ground  for  a town.  This  being 
a work  of  time  was  reserved  to  future  consideration.  The  entry  in  the 
Diary  runs  ; Read  the  clause  in  the  Company's  letter  touching  the  taking 
in  ground  for  a town  and  propounded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Council  whether  it  were  a fitting  time  to  enter  upon  it  now.  M^here- 
lupon  after  debate  it  was  resolved  to  defer  it  till  the  island  be  fortified 
and  secured  with  more  men.  It  is  a matter  of  great  im.port  and  will 
certainly  raise  discontent  in  the  inhabitants  when  their  trees  shall  be 
nut  down  and  destroyed.” 

; Referring  to  the  Jesuits^  claims  on  certain  houses,  and  to  the  necessity 
of  providing  accommodation  for  the  Company'’ s servants,  the  President 
Mr.  Aungier  and  Council  write  from  Surat  to  Bombay  in  February 
1671  : Touching  the  Jesuits^  demands  of  the  warehouse  by  the 
custom  house,  we  desire  you  give  them  notice  that  we  cannot  surrender 
any  ground  or  house  to  them  until  further  order  from  the  Company. 
;Weare  sensible  of  what  streights  the  Company's  servants  are  put  to  for 
ivant  of  room.  We  therefore  would  have  you  build  a convenient  house 
or  two  between  the  custom  house  and  the  fort  (apparently  near  the  site 
fof  the  present  Town  Hall)  equal  with  the  custom  house,  to  which  end 
you  may  draw  off  workmen  from  the  fort  until  the  said  houses  are 
finished.  We  would  have  these  houses  built  conveniently  fair  and  large, 
and  we  pray  take  care  that  they  stand  the  Company  in  as  little  as  may  be.^ 

In  the  next  month,  1st  March  1671,  the  Surat  Council  resume: 
What  we  wrote  concerning  the  Jesuits’’  pretences  we  still  confirm  and 
3annot  allow  of  the  delivering  to  them  of  their  houses  until  further 
orders  from  England.  What  was  surrendered  to  other  people,  was  on 
examination  and  due  probation  of  their  titles  by  the  Commissioners 
authorized  to  that  purpose.  As  the  Jesuits  refused  to  appear  before  the 
Commissioners,  protesting  and  appealing  home  to  the  Honourable 
Company  for  justice,  and  as  we  have  sent  home  all  papers  relating  to 
Eat  business,  we  cannot  determine  o]*  make  any  end  with  them  until 
>ve  hear  further  from  our  Masters.  Seeing  the  first  Commission  is 


* Bruce’s  Annals,  II.  226,  244. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  6th  Feb.  1670,  Surat  Fact.  Diary  1 of  1660-1669. 

* Surat  to  Bombay  Feb.  1671,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  1 of  1630-1673,  232,  Forrest’s 
4ome  Series,  I.  57. 
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fallen  by  reason  of  the  death  and  departure  of  the  Commissioners 
we  shall  not  trouble  ourselves  to  erect  any  other  Commission  to  honou; 
the  Padres^  unreasonable  and  subtle  designs.  We  do  not  mean  tha 
you  should  take  all  the  workmen  off  the  fort,  only  some  few.  I 
you  want  more  you  should  entertain  them  as  we  suppose  workmei 
are  procurable.  It  is  highly  necessary  that  some  houses  be  built  h 
accommodate  the  Company'’ s servants  and  such  strangers  as  shal 
come.^ 

Two  weeks  later,  13th  March  1671,  the  Surat  Council  sem 
bricklayers  to  Bombay  to  build  the  aforesaid  houses.  They  write  : Th 
bearers  hereof  are  four  bricklayers  and  a mesuri  (mistri)  to  make  lime 
Their  names  are,  Kalyan  at  Bs.  10  a month,  Mahmud,  Somji,  am 
Dhanji  at  Rs.  9,  and  Lahori  at  Rs.  M^e  have  sent  them  down  h 

begin  and  finish  the  houses  formerly  ordered  to  be  built  betwixt  tin 
custom  house  and  the  fort.  Now  you  will  have  no  occasion  to  keep  am: 
men  off  the  fort,  whose  work  we  would  by  no  means  hinder.  Le 
them  not  want  materials  to  go  on  with  their  wmrk  and  build  the  house' 
two  storeys  high,  fronting  to  the  sea.  For  their  model  we  leave  i 
wholly  to  you  who  being  on  the  place  can  best  contrive  what  will  b( 
most  for  convenience  of  air  and  health  as  likewise  for  the  irreguk] 
erecting  of  other  buildings  by  them  which  may  at  present  be  needful 
Give  us  credit  for  two  months'’  pay  paid  the  bricklayers  and  mesur 
(mistri)  aforehand.^ 

Next  year,  6th  April  1672,  they  write  : Immediately  go  in  ham 
with  the  houses  for  accommodating  the  Company'’ s servants  whicl 
we  enordered  to  be  built  and  to  that  effect  sent  you  down  th 
bricklayers.^ 

In  the  same  letter,  6th  Aj)ril  1672,  they  continue  : As  we  dir. 
formerly  so  we  now  again  approve  of  your  delivery  of  those  land 
to  the  procurator  for  Japan.  For  the  thorough  ending  of  the  Jesuits 
and  other  pretenders^  affairs,  we  have  drawn  up  another  Commissioi 
and  appointed  new  Commissioners,  some  wdiereof  are  in  Surat.  The^ 
shall  suddenly  be  dispeeded  towards  ' you  in  order  to  the  du 
administration  of  impartial  justice  between  the  Honourable  Compair 
and  the  several  pretenders  to  the  seized  lands 

Touching  the  said  Commissioners  ten  days  later,  16th  April  1672 
they  intimate  : On  the  Phenix  ketch  and  New  frigate  take  passage  als 
Mr.  S.  Walker  and  Mr.  F.  Hay,  two  of  the  Commissioners  that  are  t 
examine  the  Jesuits^  and  other  pretenders'’  titles.  The  Commission  i 
drawn  out  and  their  instructions.  These  the  President  Mr.  Aungie 
intends  to  bring  down  along  with  him  hoping  to  embark  on  the  Georg 
within  these  four  or  five  days  at  furthest.^ 


^ Surat  to  Bombay  1st  March  1671,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  1 of  1630-1673,  233. 

^ Surat  to  Bombay  13th  March  1671,  Surat  Fact.  Out-  L.  B.  1 of  1630-1673,  242. 
3 Surat  to  Bombay  6th  April  1672,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  1 of  1630- 1673,  24i 
Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  59. 

^ Surat  to  Bombay  6th  April  1672,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  1 of  1630-1673,  24 
Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  59, 

^ Surat  to  Bombay  ioth  April  1672,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  1 of  1630  - 1673,  25 
Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  60. 
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On  the  subject  o£  building  the  houses  a week  later,  2drd  April 
n reply  to  a Bombay  letter  the  Surat  Council  write  : We  take  due 
lotice  o£  what  you  say  concerning  the  building  the  houses  ot 
iccommodation  we  ordered  and  to  that  purpose  sent  you  down 
Dricklayers.  In  regard  you  make  so  great  difficulties  m the  mattei 
ind  that  there  is  present  accommodation  in  the  hospital  for  tactors  ami 
dso  warehouse  room,  you  may  defer  the  building  of  the  said  houses 
intil  the  President  comes  down,  who  doubts  not  but  to  contrive  their 
Aonting  the  sea  without  any  irregularity  or  impediment  to  other 
wildings  so  that  the  north-east  bastion  shall  command  some  streets  and 
ikewise  the  water  side.  We  shall  take  care  to  supply  you  with  your 
iesired  recruit  of  moneys.^ 

The  same  year,  I6th  May  1672,  on  being  satisfied  there  was  enough 
iccommodation  for  the  Company's  servants  and  no  new  houses  were 
•equired,  the  Surat  Council  write  to  Bombay:  In  regard  you  have 
satisfied  us  that  for  the  present  there  is  accommodation  enougdi  ^ in 
lie  hospital  and  other  places  for  the  Company's  servants,  we 
mod  that  you  totally  desist  from  building  those  houses  formerly  ordered 
jhis  year,  and  go  immediately  in  hand  with  the  building  o wo  ai  go 
stone  warehouses  behind  the  custom  house  or  in  some  place  near  it,  such 
IS  may  be  capable  of  receiving  into  them  three  to  four  ^ood  ships 
lading  of  goods.  Let  them  for  the  present  be  covered  with  tues  and 
:f  possible  finish  them  by  September  next.  For  effecting  this  let  your 
iitmost  industry  be  employed  and  no  pretence  hinder  it.  There  will 
great  occasion  for  these  warehouses.  See  you  do  this  with  as  little 

noise  as  possible.^ 

Three  years  later,  18th  December  1675,  referring  to  a request  from 
5he  Deputy  Governor  of  Bombay  the  Surat  Council  write  : We  take 
lotice  of  the  Deputy  Governor's  request  for  the  taking  np  Rs  lUUU  on 
the  house  and  land  he  hath  bought.  This  purchase  he  says  he  has  made 
on  his  arrears  of  salary  in  pursuance  of  the  Company  s “'dm-.  this 
we  have  thought  good  to  gratify  him  requiring  the  saidRs.  JOUU  be 
iiarged  to  his  debt  and  that  he  give  a writing  wherein  he  is  to  Innd  the 
said  house  and  land  over  to  the  Company  for  their  security  till  he  hath 

lelearcd  account  with  them.^  a i 1 1 -Pk  4. 

Five  months  later,  27th  May  1676,  they  write:  As  to  the  Deputy 

Governor  and  Mr.  PetiCs  request  to  have  Rs.  500  a piece  advanced 
bo  them  more  than  the  amount  already  paid  on  their  aiieais  o sa  ary 
toward  their  building,  we  have  thought  good  to  aemur  our  consent 
thereunto  till  we  understand  what  is  due  to  them  by  then  aneaifs 
of  salary  and  what  their  house  hath  stood  them  in.  pn 

understand  these  points  we  shall  give  our  directions  according  y. 

Five  weeks  later,  4th  July  1676,  the  Surat  Council  write  to  Bombay  : 
The  President  (Mr.  Aungier)  having  a desire  to  build  a stieet  ot 

‘ Surat  to  Bombay  23rcl  April  1672,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  1 of  1630-1073,  256. 

Fact.  Out.L.  B.lof  1630-1673,  262. 

1675,  Surat  Faot.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1675-76. 13.  For- 

■“‘sufa?‘to  S«/27ttr  May  1676,  Surat  Faot.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1675-76,  130. 
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houses  on  Bombay  reaching  from  Judge  NiccolPs  house  to  the  water, 
side  and  having  caused  the  ground  to  be  valued  amounting  to  about:. 
600  Xeraphins,  doth  desire  you  to  buy  the  said  ground  of  the  owner  on 
the  Company's  account  and  to  let  a lease  of  it  to  him  (the  President) 
for  61  years  according  to  the  Company's  order.  When  you  have 
delivered  him  the  said  iease^  the  President  will  then  take  immediate 
orders  for  building  the  said  street.  If  you  judge  it  anyways  incon-i. 
venient  to  the  Company  to  buy  the  said  ground  for  their  accountn 
then  the  ]?resident  desires  you  to  buy  the  said  ground  for  his  owe  • 
account^  causing  the  writing  to  be  firmly  established  by  the  law^  that 
he  may  have  a sufficient  title  thereunto^  desiring  your  answer  by  th4. 
next  cossett  (that  is  lidsid  or  courier).^ 

About  the  close  of  the  year^  21st  November  1676,  touching  thk 
Company's  houses  at  Bombay,  the  Surat  Council  write  to  Bombay . 
You  will  see  that  the  Company  have  desired  to  be  satisfied  touching, 
their  houses  in  Bombay.  We  would  therefore  have  you  cause  a list  oi 
all  the  houses  to  be  taken  specifying  their  dimensions^  the  material  oi 
which  they  are  built,  the  rooms  which  they  contain,  the  present  usesc 
they  are  put  to,  and  their  prime  cost.  This  list  send  to  us  that  wr 
may  advise  the  Company  what  further  is  therein  necessary.^ 

On  the  1st  January  1677  the  Surat  Council  write  to  Bombay 
'We  have  received  a list  of  the  Company's  houses  on  the  island  o; 
Bombay  with  their  dimensions  but  not  their  cost.  One  small  housis 
is  termed  in  the  list  the  Dog  House.  As  we  are  apt  to  believe  this  i 
put  to  some  other  use  than  to  keep  dogs  we  would  have  you  alte 
the  nomination.  Also  specify  the  value  or  cost  of  each  house  particularly .v 

The  24  th  January  1677  the  Bombay  Council  wrote  to  the  Directors?' 
W^e  send  a list  of  all  your  Honours^  houses  with  their  dimensions  anc 
the  materials  they  are  made  of  with  the  prime  cost  of  the  Court  o 
judicature,  hospital,  and  mint.^ 

On  the  12th  March  1677  the  Surat  Council  write  to  Bombay  : Wf 
formerly  gave  you  order  to  receive  unto  the  Honourable  Company^ 
cash  the  Rs.  3000  paid  Mr.  Philip  Gyfford  and  Mr.  John  Petit  oi 
account  of  their  arrears  of  salary  for  the  building  a house  on  Bombay 
which  they  have  now  sold  to  the  Company.^ 

A month  later,  10th  April  1677,  they  further  write  ; We  tak’ 
notice  that  Mr.  John  Petit  will  now  pay  into  the  Honourable  Com 
pany^s  cash  the  Rs.  1500  he  took  upon  account  of  house  building,  bu 
we  do  somewhat  blame  him  that  he  did  not  advise  us  before,  that  hi 
had  not  wherewithal  in  his  hands  to  pay  Mr.  Gyfford^s  Rs.  1500  he 
also  took  upon  account  of  house  buildiog.  We  shall  now  demand  th 
Rs,  1500  from  Mr.  Gyfford’s  executors.® 


^ Snrat  to  Bombay  4th  July  1676,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1675-76,  l5f 

3 Surat  to  Bombay’  1st  Nov,  1676,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L.  B.  2 of  1675-76,  26b 
Forrest’s  Home  Series,  I.  111. 

^ Surat  to  Bombay  1st  Jan.  1677,  Surat  Fact.  Out.  L,  B.  3 of  1677  - 1700,  1 -2. 

4 Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677  - 1687,  11. 

® Surat  to  Bombay  12tli  March  1677,  Surat  Fact.  Out,  L,  B.  3 of  1677  - i700,  17. 

® Snrat  to  Bombay  10th  April  1677,  Surat  Fact.  Out,  L.  B.  3 of  1677  - 1700,  28. 
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On  the  19 til  March  1680,  with  the  view  o£  providing  a sum  equal  to  the 
civil  and  military  charges  of  the  Government^  the  Court  required*  that 
all  houses  should  be  valued^  and  a proportionate  tax  imjiosed  on  each ; 
the  uncultivated  land  surveyed^  and  let  out  on  rent  and  the  marshy 
grounds  drained  and  rendered  fit  for  agriculture^ 

Legarding  the  use  of  their  houses  at  Bombay^  the  2nd  July  1681, 
'the  Court  write  to  Surat  : We  understand  we  have  great  warehouses  as 
also  an  hospital,  a large  house  called  the  East  India  House,  as  also  the 
chentry  (ch/iatri.  meaning  shed)  or  bandar,  and  great  stables,  of  all  which 
little  use  is  made,  and  no  profit  at  all  to  the  Company.  On  the  contrary 
the  Sidi,  when  he  is  there  with  the  MoghaEs  fleet,  makes  use  of  them  to 
liv^e  in,  and  to  serve  and  fit  his  rigging  which  will  make  but  a mean 
j account  for  the  great  expenses  the  Company  hath  been  at  in  erecting 
such  chargeable  edifices.  We  therefore  would  desire  you  to  spend  some 
(serious  thoughts  and  to  invent  some  means  whereby  those  buildings  may 
be  employed  to  make  us  some  better  return  for  our  great  cost.  Since 
) there  is  so  much  to  be  put  in  order  at  Bombay,  and  we  begin  to  think 
;that  place  of  great  concernment  to  us,  we  would  have  our  President 
Iwhen  he  thinks  he  can  be  spared  from  our  business  at  Surat  to  make  a 
(trip  over  to  Bombay  to  settle  all  our  affairs,  military  and  civil,  in  such 
a frugal  regular  method  that  we  may  have  a better  account  of  our 
trade,  revenue,  and  all  other  things  there  than  we  have  lately 
i received.^ 

Regarding  the  state  of  the  Company's  houses  at  Bombay  a 
Bombay  general  letter  to  the  Company,  dated  the  29  th  December  1686, 
(has  the  following:  A¥e  have  had  a view  of  our  Honourable  MasteiV 
•houses  in  this  island,  which  are  very  much  out  of  repair.  Some  of  them 
are  dropt  down  to  the  ground,  others  will  cost  more  to  make  them 
itenantable  than  the  houses  and  ground-rent  is  worth,  but  many  of 
.them  that  are  in  town,  when  occasion  shall  serve,  will  make  good  ware- 
diouses  andgodowns.  The  new  Deputy  Governor,  Sir  John  Wyborne, 
has  made  the  house  in  the  fort  much  more  commodious  than  ever 
it  was,  having  fitted  up  a very  convenient  chapel  out  of  two  rooms 
j situated  in  the  middle  of  the  house,  where  there  is  room  enough  for 
• four  times  the  number  of  people  that  we  have  on  this  island.^ 

Three  months  later,  23rd  March  1687,  the  Bombay  Council  write 
to  Surat  : The  Moors^  Delvys  have  of  late  built  one  house  on  the 
island  and  are  now  very  importunate  with  us  to  dig  stones  to  build 
another.  We  desire  your  Excellency's  pleasure  whether  we  shall 
permit  them  to  build  any  more.^ 

On  the  14th  December  1686  the  Bombay  Council  write  to  Surat  : 
The  water  tanks  were  locked  up  above  two  months  ago  and  the  Deputy 


’ Court  to  Surat  and  Bombay,  19th  March  1679-80  : Bruce,  II.  436. 

^ Court  to  Surat  2nd  July  1684,  Pub.  Dcp.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  1 of  1681  - 1885,  93. 
During  the  Sidi  war  (1687-  1690)  the  Sidi  Y4kub  Khan  put  four  great  guns  in  the 
Custom  House  commonly  called  the  India  House.  Hamilton’s  New  Account  to  the 
East  Indies,  Vol.  1 (1744),  226. 

^ Bombay  to  Court  29th  Dec.  1686,  Sec-  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677-1687,  41  -42.  Forrest’s 
PTothc  Sgti0s  I 14:0 

Bombay  to  Surat  23rd  March  16S7,  Sec,  Out.  L.  B,  4 of  1677  - 1687,  74. 
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Governor  has  secured  a good  store  of  wood.  We  cannot  well  get  more 
as  the  havaldars  and  subhedars  on  the  other  side  demand  large;. 
peshcushes  (presents).  We  hope  we  shall  have  no  want  of  further; 
supplies.^ 

Regarding  the  bad  state  of  the  Company's  servants^  houses  at  Bom- 
bay the  Court  write  on  the  21st  April  1709  : It  has  been  represented 
to  us  that  the  houses  of  our  very  factors  and  writers  as  well  as  soldiers 
are  so  old  and  ill-covered^  that  in  the  time  of  the  rains  people  cannot 
keep  dry  within  doors^  whereby  they  get  distempers.  We  require  you 
to  take  care  this  be  amended.  Let  it  not  be  looked  upon  as  below  the 
care  of  any  of  yoig  our  Council,  from  time  to  time  to  examine  into  and; 
remedy  this  complaint,  not  only  as  to  our  covenant  servants  but  like-i 
wise  our  soldiers  and  all  others  who  receive  our  wages.  We  shall 
never  grudge  any  reasonable  charge  that  is  necessarily  laid  out  to  save* 
our  people^s  lives  and  preserve  their  health.  If  either  through  supine- 
ness or  otherwise  you  do  not  take  care  these  our  orders  are  punctually, 
and  on  all  occasions  complied  with,  we  know  not  how  you  can  answen 
it  to  God  or  us.^ 

Christmas  Bay  of  1718  was  memorable  for  finishing  the  Town 

Wall.s 

In  the  matter  of  compensation  for  trees  cut  down  to  erect  the  town 
wall  a Consultation  of  the  13tli  June  1720  records:  The  President 
having  received  several  petitions  of  persons  desiring  satisfaction  foi 
grounds  built  upon  by  the  town  wall  or  eocoanut  trees  cut  down,  i1 
is  ordered  that  Messrs.  Blackett  Midford  and  Owen  Phillipps  enquin 
into  the  same  and  lay  the  whole  demands  before  the  Board  for  our, 
discharging  thereof.'^ 

These  officers  accordingly  report,  the  26th  July  1720  : Ii 
obedience  to  your  Honours  order  of  the  13th  ultimo,  with  the  assistant; 
of  the  vereadores,  we  have  examined  into  the  demands  of  the  severa 
inhabitants  of  the  island  on  the  Right  Honourable  Company  for  tree 
destroyed  by  building  the  town  wall  and  for  batty  grounds  made  us> 
of  on  that  account  and  employed  for  enlarging  the  town  without  th 
walls.  M^e  find  the  whole  damage  to  amount  to  Rs.  4859  as  will  appea 
by  the  lists  we  now  humbly  lay  before  you.  The  people  in  genera 
are  more  desirous  of  having  the  same  quantity  of  ground  or  number  o 
trees  returned  to  them  than  of  payment  in  money  which  if  y^our  Honou 
judge^  proper  may  be  allotted  out  of  the  oarts  and  batty  grounds  o 
the  Right  Honourable  Company.^ 

Thereupon  a Consultation,  the  oOlh  July  1720,  records:  Aecordin| 
to  an  order  of  Council  of  the  13th  ultimo  Alessrs.  Midford  and  Phillipp 
deliver  in  their  report  of  the  eocoanut  trees  that  have  been  cut  down  aii( 
of  the  batty  grounds  that  have  been  made  use  of  for  building  the  towi 


^ Bombay  to  Surat  14th  Dec.  1686,  Sec.  Out.  L.  B.  4 of  1677  - 1687,  38. 

2 Court  to  Bombay  2jgfc  April  1709  para  10.  Comp,  of  Standing  o'rd  Vol  1 c 
1715-  1721,143.  to  . . 

T The  Rev.  Cobbe  to  the  Chiefs  of  Calicut  and  Tellicherry,  10th  Jan.  1719  in  h: 
Account  of  the  Bombay  Church  (1766),  59.  " ’ 

Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  13th  June  1720,  Tub.  Diarv  1 of  1720  86  - 87. 

^ Tub.  Diary  1 of  1720,  124.,  ^ , 
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jnW  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  who  demand  others  in  the  room  of  them. 
Conformable  to  an  account  formerly  drawn  out  by  Messrs.  Courtney  and 
h’ommelin,  agreeable  to  an  order  of  Council  of  the  9th  October  1719, 

0 is  ordered  that  Messrs.  Midford  and  Phillipps  with  the  receiver  of  the 
evenues  adjust  and  satisfy  the  same  out  of  the  Might  Honourable 
iJompany^s  oarts  and  batty  grounds  and  lay  an  account  thereof  before 
s that  it  may  be  brought  on  our  general  books  accordingly.^ 

1 A Consultation,  the  18th  September  1721,  records:  There  being 
bout  Ms.  5000  in  cash  which  sum  is  esteemed  sulRcient  for  the 
.resent  service  of  the  church,  it  is  agreed  that  from  the  1st  of  last 
ronth  the  half  per  cent  collected  for  the  same  be  appropriated  towards 
uilding  a custom  house  when  it  shall  be  thought  proper  to  set  about 
.hat  work.^ 

A Consultation,  the  9th  July  1731,  records:  Mr.  MTlliam  Henry 
draper  presents  a certificate  from  the  Mattras  (mhataivis)  of  Bombay 
f the  measurage  of  a piece  of  ground  part  of  that  called  Umbercarry 
Hmarkhadi)  situated  near  the  Hill  Visorain  productive  only  of  grass 
ontaining  according  to  the  measure  of  the  country  thirty  barges  valued 
ly  the  said  mattras  in  (rupees)  twenty-four  which  the  said  MTlham 
lenry  Draper  offers  to  pay  into  the  Honourable  Company's  treasury 
iraying  he  may  be  entitled  to  the  said  spot  of  ground  to  build  a small 
louse  thereon,  he  paying  the  Honourable  Company  the  annual  pension 
ver  and  above  the  said  Ms.  24  purchase  money,  which  is  agreed  to.^ 

A Consultation,  the  3rd  December  1731,  records:  Resolved  that  all 
)ersons  that  have  a mind  to  build,  apply  to  the  land  paymaster  and 
■ignify  to  him  in  what  part  of  the  town  and  what  sort  of  a house  they 
lesign  to  build.  On  the  paymasters  being  satisfied  that  the  spot  of 
p’ound  they  have  pitched  upon  is  a proper  situation  for  such  a house,  he 
;s  to  grant  them  his  license  for  building,  receiving  as  fees  for  the  same 
Is.  2 and  no  more,  provided  the  said  house  is  built  with  stone  and  mortar 
7nd  covered  with  tiles,  and  for  such  houses  as  are  covered  with  cajans 
le.  1 ; and  upon  any  of  the  inhabitants  applying  to  the  Secretary  for 

lease  or  certificate  to  ascertain  their  title  to  the  house  to  be  built  by 
icence  of  the  paymaster,  he  is  to  grant  them  such  a lease  or  ccrtifi- 
.jate  for  the  same  on  paying  him  Re.  1 and  no  more.^ 

A Consultation,  the  18th  May  1733,  records:  It  being  found  by 
experience  that  little  regard  has  been  had  by  the  inhabitants  within 
;ind  without  the  walls  to  an  order  of  Council  made  the  3rd  of  Decem- 
')er  1731  directing  that  all  persons  who  have  or  may  hereafter  have 
louses  should  apply  to  the  Secretary  for  a regular  lease  of  the  said 
louse  or  houses  paying  him  Re.  1 as  his  fee  for  drawing  out  the  said 
ease,  it  is  agreed  that  we  order  a publication  to  be  made  enforcing 
:he  said  order  under  penalty  of  dispossessing  all  such  persons  as  shall 
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^ ^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  30tli  July  1720,  Pub.  Diary  1 of  1720,  123. 

IJ  ^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  ISth  Sept.  1724,  Pub.  Diary  2 of  1724,  1 16. 

T ^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  9tli  July  1731,  Pub.  Diary  4 of  1731  70  - 71.  As  early  as 
juL720,  Pub.  Diary  1 of  1720  page  140,  there  were  houses  enough  outside  of  the  fort  to 
?4nake  the  question  of  their  taxation  important. 

3.  Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  3rd  Dec,  1731,  Pub,  Diary  4 of  1731,  164  - 165. 
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not  produce  an  authentic  lease  sig'iied  by  the  Secretary  in  six  month 
from  the  date  of  the  said  publication  ascertaining  their  right  to  th 
said  house  or  houses  and  the  ground  they  are  built  on.  Agreed  tha 
the  Secretary  in  framing  such  leases,  grant  a term  of  forty-one  year 
renewable  on  the  party Y paying  a fine  of  half  a yearY  rent  of  th 
said  house  or  tenement,  according"  as  the  same  shall  be  valued  by  th 
Second  in  Council  and  the  Collector  of  the  revenues  for  the  time  bein|; 
and  the  possessor.^ 

Regarding  repairs  to  public  buildings  the  Diary  of  the  6th  Jun 
1740  contains  the  following  entry  : The  President  reports  to  th 
Board  that  sundry  repairs  having  been  found  necessary  in  the  publh 
buildings,  as  tiling  a carpenters^  and  sawyers^  shed  in  the  marine  yarc; 
hitherto  only  covered  with  cojans  which  are  extremely  liable  to  fire: 
repairing  the  ruinous  Mandvi  or  customhouse  at  Mshim,  and  new  roofin:; 
the  surgeons^  houses  in  the  hospital ; he  had  accordingly  ordered  the  sain, 
to  be  set  about  with  fitting  expedition,  which  is  approved  of 

In  connection  with  the  demand  of  the  military  authorities  for 
clear  space  round  the  town  wall  a Consultation  of  the  10th  May  1730 
records  : The  President  represents  to  the  Board  that  though  the  passe 
of  the  island  are  rendered  as  defensible  as  they  can  at  present  be  madel. 
still  in  his  opinion  the  boats  now  employed  in  the  river  might  b’ 
means  of  batteries  easily  be  compelled  to  retire.  In  such  a case 
determined  enemy  might  effect  a landing  on  the  island.  If  sue. 
an  unfortunate  eircumstanee  happened,  the  town  wall,  being  no  mor 
than  eleven  feet  in  height  reckoning  up  to  the  cordon,  would  in  th 
opinion  of  the  engineer  be  unfit  to  resist  batteries.  As  besides  th 
shelter  they  would  give  to  an  attacking  force  the  coeoanut  trees  an 
houses  near  the  wall  would  furnish  ready  material  for  raising  batteriei- 
the  President  recommends  to  the  consideration  of  the  Board  whether  i 
may  not  be  absolutely  necessary  to  remove  this  source  of  danger  b 
clearing  all  houses  and  trees  within  a certain  distance  of  the  wait; 
Some  of  the  members  apprehending  this  motion  to  be  of  great  import 
ance,  desire  time  to  consider  of  it  and  are  indulged  till  to-morrow  i 
give  their  sentiments.^ 

The  next  day,  11  th  May  1739,  the  Board  continue  : Eesuming  th 
consideration  of  yesterclay'’s  proposal  for  making  a clearance  round  tt 
town  wall  by  cutting"  down  the  coeoanut  trees  and  demolishin 
the  houses  that  are  too  near  it,  the  approach  of  the  rainy  season  whic.- 
may  drive  the  sufferers  to  great  streights,  is  taken  notice  of  in  objectioi. 
to  the  proposal  being  immediately  put  in  execution,  the  uncertainty  c 
the  expense  being  mentioned  as  another  obstacle.  It  is  resolved  tD 
previous  to  our  final  determination  a line  of  one  hundred  yards  be  draw 
round  the  torvn  wall,  and  a computation  made  of  the  value  of  all  tl 
trees  and  houses  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  remove  within  that  spad 
and  a report  be  made  thereof  for  the  further  information  of  this  Board. 


1 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  18th.  May  1733,  Pub.  Diary  5 of  1732-33,  127. 

^ Bom,  Gov.  Consultation  6th  June  1740,  Pub.  Diary  13  of  1739-40,  243, 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  10th  May  1739,  Pub.  Diary  12  of  1738-39,  175  - 176. 
^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  11th  May  1739,  Pub.  Diary  12  of  1738-39,  ISO. 
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TliG  required  calculate  having*  been  received  the  dth  July  1739  an 
mtry  in  the  Diary  runs  : The  President  delivers  into  the  Board  a 
■ alculate  made  at  his  order  agreeable  to  a resolution  in  Council  of 
he  11th  May  last,  by  the  vereadores  of  all  the  trees  and  houses  within 
he  circumference  of  one  hundred  yards  outside  the  walls.  The  sum  is 
],s  follows  : Rs.  qi's.  rs. 

Oarts  and  Trees  belonging  to  private  persons  ...  5218  146 

Do.  to  the  Honourable  Company  ...  973  1 50 

Houses  appraised  by  bricklayers  and  carpenters.  30,ol2  0 10 


Total 


36,703  3 6 


] Upon  this  it  is  observed  how  irregular  a practice  had  heretofore 
lobtained  of  planting  trees  and  buildiug  houses  through  the  permission 
’)r  connivance  of  the  Government  within  the  distance  prescribed  for 
die  safety  of  all  regular  fortideations.  Seeing  that  the  necessary 
Drecaution  has  hitherto  been  entirely  disregarded,  it  behoves  this  Board 
>}o  come  to  such  a resolution  as  may  effectually  prevent  this  evil,  and 
^obviate  such  irregularities  and  inconveniencies  as  have^  arisen  for  want 
pf  proper  control  in  the  buildings,  works,  and  plantation  of  trees  both 
fvithin  and  without  the  wall.  It  is  therefore  agreed  that  the  following 
Brder  be  issued  by  the  authority  of  this  Board  to  the  proper  officers, 
^rs  well  as  duly  published : That  no  houses  be  made  or  rebuilt  nor  any 
)i3rees  planted  within  the  distance  of  four  hundred  yards  tiom  the  town 
[wall  nor  any  houses  erected  within  the  said  wall,  until  the  ground  be 
Tsurveyed  by  the  engineer  for  the  time  being,  and  by  him  be  recom- 
mended to  the  land  paymaster  for  his  approbation  and  leave. 

r In  consideration  that  the  work  of  digging  a ditch  will  require  a 
htrict  attendance  of  (officers)  to  overlook  all  disbursements  and  other 
incidental  expenses,  and,  as  the  additional  service  appears  too  great  a bur- 
-ffien  for  the  land  paymaster's  office,  the  Board  pitches  upon  Mr.  Thomas 
fiMarsh  to  take  charge  thereof.  Mr.  John  Morley  has  order  to  deliver 
dhe  same  over  to  Mr.  fvlarsh,  and  Mr.  'William  Nicholls,  now  assistant 
ffco  the  warehouse  keeper,  is  ordered  likewise  to  assist  under  Mr.  Marsh 
I n the  said  office.  The  Board  then  proceeds  to  consider,  as  set  forth 
)in  our  last  Consultation  of  the  29th  June,  the  most  proper  method  of 
^raisino*  the  voluntary  contribution  towards  the  work  of  the  ditch  of 
ffhirty^housand  rupees  from  the  body  of  merchants.  The  same  being 
diebated  we  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  until  the  amount  be 
B-leared  one  per  cent  be  levied  upon  the  trade,  in  addition  to  the  two 
•tper  cent  contribution  to  the  town  wall.  The  proceeds  of  this  extra 
eone  per  cent  to  be  carried  to  the  head  of  Contribution  to  the  town 
oiitch.  It  is  ordered  that  the  custom  master  do  collect  and  distin- 

iguish  the  same  accordingly.' 

} On  the  question  of  removing  the  trees  and  houses  round  the  town 
I wall  on  the  11th  March  1742  the  Court  write  ; We  observe  that  the 
s ate  President  (Honourable  Mr.  John  Horne,  1734  -1739)  before  our 
E ast  ship’s  departure,  was  for  removing  all  trees  and  houses  round  the 
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1 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  6th  July  1739,  Pub.  Diary  12  of  1738-39,  256-257. 
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town  wall,  to  the  distance  of  at  least  point  blank  shot.  We  too 
notice  with  pleasure  that  three  of  the  members  Messrs.  Geekie,  Dudley 
and  Marsh  stood  in  the  gap  and  by  a seasonable  opposition  prevente 
the  proposal  at  that  time  being  put  in  execution.  Although  ou 
directions  were  desired  they  were  not  duly  waited  for,  as  by  th' 
overland  advices  we  have  the  mortification  to  find  that  a few  day. 
after  the  ship^s  departure,  the  late  President  carried  his  point.  1 
we  are  rightly  informed  the  expense  and  loss  to  the  island  wf 
amount  to  a very  great  sum.  Thus  when  one  costly  step  has  bee 
taken,  our  servants  have  continually  fallen  into  another,  wasting  or 
estate  in  a very  expensive  and  unsatisfactory  manner.  To  what  en 
is  such  a large  military  and  marine  force  maintained  but  to  keer 
an  enemy  from  landing,  which  by^  safe  guarding  the  passes  we  an 
well  assured  is  impracticable.  A due  observance  of  our  last  yearn 
orders  will  compel  you  to  lay  aside  all  such  projects.  You  mufv. 
undertake  no  expensive  work  whatever  without  an  absolute  necessit: 
until  our  leave  is  first  obtained  for  the  same.  We  shall  take  th 
affair  into  further  consideration.  For  the  present  we  direct  that  thoK 
who  did  not  dissent  to  this  costly  step  shall  not  be  sent  to  any  suho: 
dinate  settlements  nor  expect  any  further  favour  from  us  till  th, 
matter  is  cleared.  Perceiving  that  the  Council  were  nearly  equall 
divided  in  their  sentiments  with  respect  to  the  cutting  down  of  th 
trees  and  pulling  down  the  houses,  we  desire  our  President  (PlonoU’ 
able  Mr.  Stephen  Law,  1739-1742)  to  send  us  his  impartial  opinion  c 
that  affair.^ 

Two  years  later,  20th  March  1744,  the  Court  write:  We  aia 
highly  pleased  that  a reduction  of  our  charges  and  increase  to  or 
revenues  on  Bon? bay  have  already  been  accomplished  since  our  Pres 
dent  (Honourable  Mr.  William  Wake,  1742  - 1750)  came  to  thechau; 
that  by  the  works  being  all  completed,  our  money  is  no  longer  burk 
in  stone  walls  or  ditches.  From  such  a good  beginning  we  persuao 
ourselves  that  some  further  savings  will  be  made  both  at  your  plar. 
and  at  the  subordinate  factories.  Our  President  assuring  us  thi 
he  verily  believes  none  of  the  Council  who  were  for  cutting  do\^' 
the  trees  and  pulling  down  the  houses,  had  any  private  views,  but  ach: 
to  the  best  of  their  judgment,  we  are  willing  to  forego  any  furtk 
censure,  and  therefore  revoke  our  former  orders  forbidding  their  bein 
sent  Chiefs  to  any  subordinate  factory,  expecting  that  for  the  futui; 
without  our  leave  being  first  obtained  they  will  be  utterly  averse  froi 
all  expensive  measures.^ 

As  to  the  disposal  of  the  trees  cut  down  round  the  town  wa 
a Consultation  of  the  2nd  February  1742  records  : As  the  tre<. 
that  have  been  cut  down  may  be  serviceable  to  the  poor  peop; 
who  are  rebuilding  their  houses,  it  is  directed  that  the  overse(. 
of  the  oarts  accommodate  such  persons  as  apply  to  him  with  tl 


1 Court  to  Bombay  lltb  March  1742  paras  66-71,  HI,  Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Lette 
Vol.  3 of  1742-1751,  9-10,  16. 

" ^ Court  to  Bombay  20th  March  1744  paras  53,  54,  Pub,  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  VoU 
of  1742 . 1751;  69. 
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numbers  they  want  and  dispose  of  the  remainder  at  public  outcry 
for  the  most  they  will  fetch.^ 

Regarding  compensation  for  trees  a Consultation  of  the  25th 
May ”1742  records:  The  several  persons  whose  trees  have  been 
f cut  down  in  consequence  of  our  late  resolution  being  constantly 
for  restitution,  it  is  ordered  that  the  several  claimants  be  by  a 
publication  directed  to  give  in  their  several  demands  within  fifteen 
days.  Such  as  shall  neglect  to  make  a demand  withm  the  term 
limited,  shall  be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  a return." 

Regarding  the  recovery  of  the  rent  of  the  ground  to  which  the 
people  were  removed  in  consequence  of  the  clearance  of  the  ground 
round  the  town  wall,  a Consultation  of  the  29th  October  1742 
records  : The  President  moves  in  behalf  of  several  possessors  of 
{ground  on  which  the  people  who  have  been  obliged  to  remove 
their  houses  in  consequence  of  the  resolution  for  a clearance  round 
the  town  have  rebuilt.  He  remarks  that  the  indigent  circumstances 
j of  many  of  those  moved  from  the  Creen  will  cause  great  difficulty  in 
f the  recovery  of  the  rents,  a work  for  which  the  landholders  must 
8 neo’lect  their  own  occupations.  This  would  not  be  the  case  with 
r the  Company  as  they  have  persons  properly  appointed  for  the 
- collection  of  their  revenues  and  by  virtue  of  his  station  the  over- 
s seer  may  easier  force  a compliance.  He  proposes  a calculate  be 
f made  of  the  revenue  that  will  arise  from  the  ground  rent  of  the 
) houses  so  erected  compared  with  what  the  same  compass  of  ground 
' would  otherwise  yield.  If  this  is  ascertained  the  Conipany  should 
) be  no  sufferers  by  taking  the  built  plots  and  in  exchange 
i returning  an  equal  measurement  of  land.  To  this  the  Board  agree 
iand  direct  that  the  proper  examination  and  calculate  be  made. 
'The  President  observes  the  ground  round  the  town  wall  which 
i at  present  lying  fallow  yields  no  revenue,  may  be  made  to  yield 

0 something  if  let  out  to  be  planted  with  batty . At  the  same 
time  it  ought  to  be  expressly  forbid  that  any  fence  hedge  or  trees 

; be  planted  or  erected  as  in  time  that  would  be  found  of  equal 

1 detriment,  as  if  the  trees  and  houses  already  removed  had  re* 
i mained.  He  proposes  that  a publication  be  issued  that  all  persons 

who  are  inclined  to  take  any  part  under  the  above  conditions 
do  give  in  their  proposals  within  three  months  for  the  Board  s 
determination.  To  this  the  Board  agree.^ 

A Consultation  of  the  6th  May  1743  records : The  owners  of 
some  batty  grounds  whereon  houses  were  built  when  the  people 
removed  from  round  the  wall,  being  solicitous  for  a return,  and 
the  overseer  of  the  oarts  having  ascertained  each  person  s pro])or- 
: tion,  the  whole  being  of  the  annual  produce  of  38  mudds  23  phards 
and  16  adhoUs  batty,  it  is  agreed  to  make  return  of  an  equal 
quantity  of  ground  and  that  the  Collector  of  the  revenues  receive 
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■ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  2nd  Feb.  1742,  Pub  Diary  15  of  1741-42,  7i. 

■ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  25th  May  1742,  Pub.  Diary  15  256. 

“ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  29th  Oct.  1742,  Pub.  Diary  lo  of  1741-42,  o08-50J. 
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the  other  into  his  charge  and  recover  the  rent  as  it  becomes  due,' 
from  the  possessors  of  the  houses  built  thereon.^ 

To  take  advantage  of  the  destruction  of  houses  by  fire  a Con-' 
sultation,  the  10th  February  1744,  records;  A fire  which  happened d 
a few  days  past  having  consumed  several  of  the  remaining  houses  ^ 
within  the  line  of  three  hundred  yards  from  the  town  wall,  the^ 
Board  are  unanimous  in  opinion  not  to  suffer  any  new  houses  to  c 

. , . TO 


be  erected  on  the  same  ground.^ 


A Consultation  of  10th  February  1744  records  : Mr.  Marsh! 
representing  that  without  some  repairs  be  speedily  gi\en  then, 
sluices  at  Dharavi  a large  extent  of  ground  will  be  overflowed  hy\ 
the  sea,  a calculate  of  the  work  necessary  to  be  done  is  now  pre-:'. 
sented  amounting  to  Bs.  1650.  It  is  agreed  the  same  be  sett 

about.^ 


Two  years  later  the  Bombay  Diary  of  the  7th  February  1746. 
has  the  following  entry : Directed  that  Messrs.  Rawdon  and. 
Sanders  be  appointed  to  allot  proper  spaces  _ of  ground  to  such  of 
the  inhabitants  as  may  be  inclined  to  build  in  the  town.^ 

Messrs,  John  Spencer  and  H.  Cameron  write  to  Governmeni; 
on  16th  June  1746  : Agreeable  to  your  directions  to  us  we  havr< 
examined  into  the  condition  of  the  several  wells  and  holes  bothi 
within  the  town  and  to  a convenient  distance  without  it  and  think! 
it  necessary  to  make  the  following  remarks : 

Within  the  Toion. — There  is  a well  in  the  Honourable  CompanyV 
Hope  Walk  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Saunders  which  is  in  the  middld 
of  the  common  path  even  with  the  surface  of  the  earth  and  onljl 
part  of  it  covered  with  a few  rotten  boards  and  is  so  improperly 
situated  as  it  ought  to  be  filled.  Between  the  compound  walls  of  thk 
houses  of  Captains  Lewis  and  Atkins  is  a large  hole  from  which  in  tho’ 
rains  danger  may  be  apprehended,  especially  on  one  side  where  it  take  d 
away  part  of  the  common  path  which  side  ought  to  be  filled  up  ano; 
railed,  ilnother  should  be  made  sloping  and  the  earth  taken  from 
thence  carried  to  the  side  that  is  most  dangerous  which  in  a grean 
measure  would  remedy  the  present  inconvenience  of  this  lioleM 
The  well  by  the  Portuguese  chapel  wherein  it  is  said  so^  rnamii 
people  have  fallen  wants  only  twm  small  battens  to  make  it  per  | 
fectly  secure.  The  most  dangerous  hole  is  one  between  the  comi! 
pounds  of  Mr.  Lambtons  and  Ensign^  Hewman^s  houses  whic.:i 
after  hard  rains  is  always  full  of  water,  is  very  deep  and  that  sid'  j 
next  the  path  most  frequented,  the  deepest.  It  would  be  ver 
expensive  to  fill  this  hole  up,  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary  it  shouli  i 
be  railed  in  at  least  on  that  side  next  the  common  road.^ 
coffee  garden  near  the  compound  of  the  Parsonage  house  is  a^  deei; 
well  sunk  by  the  Honourable  Company  now  of  no  use  which  H 
dangerous  to  passengers  having  no  fence  and  being  close  to  till 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  6tli  May  1743,  Pub.  Diary  16  of  1743,  129. 
2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  10th  Feb.  1744,  Pub.  Diary  17  of  1744,  5b. 


3 Pub.  Diary  17  of  1744,  58. 

Bom.  Gov.  Consultation,  7tb  Feb.  1746,  Pub.  Diary  19  of  1/46,  42. 
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f'ootpath.  Two  or  three  days  before  we  inspected  it  a person  had 
1‘allen  in^  but  it  luckily  happening  in  the  day  time  was  taken  out 
/dive.  The  hole  may  easily  be  made  secure  to  passengers  by  running 
ip  a dwarf  wall  on  one  side  of  it  the  other  three  being  already 
^jurrounded,  buk  as  it  is  not  faced,  in  a little  time,  by  the  earth  fall- 
ing in,  it  will  bring  down  a large  part  of  the  Parsonage  compound 
[wall  and  as  there  are  other  wells  near,  it  had  better  be  filled  up. 
iiJnder  the  gorge  of  the  Banian  bastion  is  a well  which  much 
[jvants  to  be  secured  and  a Moor  woman  who  owns  it  has  promised  to 
rence  it  properly  in  three  or  four  days.  In  that  part  of  the  town 
jvhich  is  inhabited  by  the  topass  soldiers  is  a large  well  in  the 
i>mddle  of  tho  street  which  does  not  leave  a passage  two  feet  wide 
)n  each  side  of  it.  It  is  even  with  the  ground  which  makes  it  very 
cjlangerous  and  it  ought  to  be  filled  up  as  several  people  have 
mtely  fallen  into  it.  In  the  middle  of  the  curtain  between  the 
iBanian  and  Prince’s  bastions  is  a well  belonging  to  the  Honourable 
I Company  the  fencing  of  which  wants  only  a small  repair  to 
[jnake  it  quite  secure.  In  the  small  bazar  by  the  old  Mandvi  bastion 
ifls  a very  deep  well  which  is  said  to  belong  to  Rupji  Dhanji  is  fenced 
Lut  very  insecurely  by  its  being  much  too  low.  It  would  be 
proper  to  call  upon  him  to  raise  it  to  a sufficient  height  which  may 
> )e  done  at  a very  trifling  expense. 

T Without  the  Town, — Near  the  Apollo  gate  and  public  road  are 
nhree  large  deep  wells  wdthout  any  manner  of  fence  about  them 
ij^hich  are  of  no  use  since  the  trees  have  been  cut  down  round  the 
Tjown  wall.  They  are  faced  with  stone  and  the  earth  that  was  taken 
Aut  to  sink  them  never  having  been  removed  to  any  distance  it  would 
3j>e  an  easy  matter  and  little  expense  to  fill  them  up  again  with  the 
cjame.  In  the  path  from  the  bazar  gate  to  Sivaji^s  Punch  house  is  a 
[kell  faced  with  stone  formerly  in  the  compound  of  one  of  the  houses 
ijiulled  down.  The  well  is  now  of  no  use  and  as  it  is  dangerous  it 
[fVould  be  necessary  to  fill  it  up.  Close  by  the  Punch  house  door  is 
r<|nother  well,  the  fence  of  which  ought  to  be  raised  something  higher 
do  make  it  secure.  Great  part  of  tlie  wall  of  the  tank  joining  to  the 
Portuguese  church  close  by  the  public  road  is  fallen  down  and 
ihe  rest  is  so  very  ruinous  that  it  will  soon  be  in  the  same  condi- 
flion  if  not  timely  repaired.  In  a street  near  the  Portuguese 
uhurch  is  a dangerous  well  said  to  belong  to  one  Yentubhai  who 
las  promised  to  make  it  secure  in  a few  days.^ 

5;  Referring  to  this  letter  a Consultation,  the  24th  June  1746,  records : 
»41'ead  a letter  from  the  clerk  of  the  market  and  the  clerk  of  the 
[Porks  containing  their  remarks  on  the  conditions  of  several  wells 
Ind  holes  both  within  the  town  and  for  some  distance  without  it. 
e'he  expense  of  filling  up  some  and  fencing  others  is  estimated  by 
fihem  at  about  Rs.  351|.  Ordered  that  the  land  paymaster  repair 
fjich  as  belong  to  the  Honourable  Company,  and  the  others  must 
)le  done  by  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  live  adjacent  the  same.^ 
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In  1750  according  to  Grose  most  of  the  English  houses  were 
built  round  the  G reen.^  They  were  generally  ground-floored  with  : 
a court-yard  before  and  behind  and  offices  and  out-houses,  they  > 
were  substantially  built  with  stone  lime  and  plaster.  aey 
often  whitewashed,  which  had  a neat  air  but  caused  a trouble- - 
some  glare.  Little  glass  was  used.  Instead  of  glass  the  sashes  ^ 
were  square-cut  oyster-shells  which  let  light  through  arid  stopped '■ 
glare.  The  floor  was  of  stucco  or  chunam  lime  of  burnt  shells  by  v 
a peculiar  art  so  polished  that  you  can  see  your  face  in  it.  the 
terraces  were  also  made  of  chunam.  But  the  sun  was  apt  to 
crack  them,  Attempts  had  been  made  to  paint  the  walls.  Hut  it 
salt  in  the  lime  spoiled  the  paint.  What  the  Portuguese  called  ' 
verandas  were  a useful  shelter  against  the  sun. 

The  best  houses,  writes  Grrose,  of  the  black  mercbants  though  alL 
were  not  black,  were  in  the  town  which  was  about  a mile  in  circuit,  t 
Most  of  these  merchants’  houses  were  ill-huilt  and  incommodious,', 
with  small  window  lights  and  ill-arranged  rooms.  Even  the  best^ 
have  a certain  air  of  meanness  and  clumsiness.^ 

Grose  mentions  a well  within  the  fort  and  adds  : But  the  water  is 
not  extremely  good  and  liable  to  he  dried  up  in  the  neats,  it  is 
also  to  be  observed  that  the  water  in  general  on  the  island  is 
not  reckoned  the  best,  and  has  been  given  for  a reason  why  the 
Gentu  merchants  were  not  so  forward  to  settle  on  it,  water  being 
a point  of  great  consequence  with  them  ; for  as  they  drink  m 
spirituous  liquors  they  are  very  curious  and  discerning  in  the  taste, 
and  qualities  of  waters.^ 

Two  years  later  a Consultation  of  the  12th  May  1752  records 
Mr.  Lawrence  Sulivan  on  delivering  charge  of  the  custom  honse^ 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Hodges,  and  after  taking  the  oath  tendered  hm 
bv  the  President  and  one  of  the  committee,  is  appointed  hr 
Majesty’s  Justice  of  Peace  for  regulating  ground  to  erect  houses, 
and  prevent  encroachments  on  the  high  roads. 

On  the  question  of  encroachments  a Consultation  of  the  19bh  Marel  - 
1754  records : Several  of  the  inhabitants  within  the  town  wal. 


1 The  Green  was  a spacious  area  pleasantly  laid  out  in  walks 
Dn  the  green  was  situated  the  only  English  church  at  Bombay  an  ^ hnildin 
Efficient  for  any  possible  congregation  of  at  it.  ^ 

extremely  neat  commodious  and  airy.  (Grose  s Voyagy  I.  5^.)  Besi  e 
Bombay  had  two  very  pleasant  gardens  cultivated  after  the  European 
irone  a little  way  out  of  the  |ates  open  to  any  English  gentleman the  othe 
much  larger  and  finer  at  about  five  miles  distance  from  the  town,  that  is  at^ 
where  the  Governor  had  a very  agreeable  country-house.  Grose  remaikb . • 

house  was  originally  a Romish  chapel  belonging  to  the  Jesuits 

1719  for  some  foul  practices  against  the  English  mteiest.  ’ additions 

(1750i  converted  into  a pleasant  mansion-house,  and  what  with  the 
bJild  no^s  anJ^^  of  the  gardens,  affords  a spacious  and  commodioi 

hSion  Thei'^  is  an  avenue  to  it  of  a hedge  and  trees  near  a ^ 

though  near  the  sea  side,  is  sheltered  from  the  air  of  it  by  a hill  , 

tb:  lovemor  may  spend  most  part  of  the  beats,  the  /“tm^ent  Igre 

than  in  town  ; and  nothing  is  wanting  that  may  make  a country  retiiemen  o 

able.  Grose’s  Voyage,  I.  46.  t -q  ri  4 Vovao-c,  L 50. 

2 Grose’s  Voyage,  I.  52-53.  ^ Grose  s Voyage,  G o3-o4.  ^^^c  ^ ’ 

5 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  12th  May  17d2,  1 «h.  Diary  25  of  Go-,  HO. 
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lavG  made  encroachments  on  the  high  roads  and  erected  sheds  and  Chapter  IV 
miklino-s  without  license.  These  encroachments  having  been  Fortitications 
nspected  by  the  proper  officers,  to  prevent  anything  of  this  nature  and  Buildings, 
■ecurring  in  future,  the  rules  and  regulations  now  affixed  at  the  Kules, 

'oot  of  this  Consultation  are  ordered  to  be  deposited  in  the  Collector  s 1754. 

)ffice.  Further  that  the  inhabitants  may  be  duly  apprised  thereof 
and  no  one  plead  ignorance,  these  regulations  are  ordered  to  be  made 
I public  by  beat  of  drum.  ‘ 

' The  following  publication  by  the  Honourable  Richard  Bourchier 
Esquire,  President  and  Governor  of  His  Majesty  s Castle  and 
, Island,  Bombay,  was  accordingly  issued  : 

' Whereas,  in  contempt  of  the  Government,  several  of  the  inhabit- 
ants have  made  encroachments  on  the  high  roads  by  erecting 
■buildino-s  and  sheds  without  license,  the  said  President  and  Gov - 
lernor  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  his  Council  has 
‘jthoueht  proper  to  ordain  and  direct  that  all  cajan  or  palm-leafed 
Msheds  and  pent-houses  are  to  be  pulled  down  till  the  monsoon 
rsets  in.  Liberty  will  then  be  obtained  for  refixing  such  as  are 
-necessary  and  these  will  continue  till  the  breaLing  up  of  the  mon- 
lisoon  and  no  longer.  That  all  pent-houses  whether  thatched  or 
I tiled  made  without  leave  that  appear  encroachments  in  the  streets 
-be  pulled  down.  That  in  future  no  houses  walls  compounds  or 
i- sheds  be  erected  within  the  town  wall  before  a certificate  is  granted 
V bv  the  committee  under  their  hands  for  that  purpose.  Every 
storehouse  erected  within  the  town  wall  to  be  covered  with  tiles 
in  less  than  thirty  days  or  else  to  be  pulled  down  and  the  owner 
-thereof  fined;  and  all  cajan  or  palm-leaf  huts  to  be^  unrooted. 

■ When  liberty  is  given  for  building  a house  the  applicant  must 
. set  about  it  in  twenty  days.  No  stones  chunam  or  other  materials 
!i  to  lay  lon'i'er  in  the  public  street  than  ten  daj  s before  the  ymrk 
! of  buildinc  begins.  All  the  gramalook  (prickly-pear  the  Por- 
f5  tu'Tuese  grSo  maluco)  hedges  within  the  town  wall  to  be  dug  up 
W by  the  roots,  especially  those  round  the  ramparts.  J hat,  as  tew 
i of  the  present  holders  of  houses  agree  with  the  names  oii  the  rent 
'jroll  the  name  of  every  person  purchasing  a house  witnin  the 
.v  walls  be  recorded  in  the  Collector’s  office  before  the  purchaser 
3.  enters  in  the  premises.  That,  provided  upon  remeasurenient  they 
i-  are  found  offenders,  every  person  who  has  insisted  on  having 
f,'  his  o-round  measured  to  prove  he  has  made  no  encroachments,  pay 
fi  Captain  Cameron’s  fees  besides  the  fine.  That  no  storehouse  be 
K built  within  the  town  wall  under  a thousand  rupees  value,  ft 
» anv  one  presume  to  act  in  contempt  of  the  above  regulations  he 
4 shall  be  subject  to  such  penalty  as  the  Honourable  the  President 
3.  and  Council  pleases  to  inflict.  And  that  no  one  may  presume  to 
4 plead  io-norance  hereof  the  said  President  and  Governor  hath 
* ^used  Diis  notice  to  be  published  by  beat  of 

i the  usual  places.  Dated  in  Bombay  Castle  this  19th  March  1764.- 


1 Bom  Gov.  Consnltation  IStli  March  l7o4,  Pub.  Diary  27  of  n54,  94. 

2 Pub.  Diary  27  of  1754,  97-98.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  II.  8a. 
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Letter  from  Mr,  John  Spencer,  Collector,  to  the  President  and 
Council,  19th  November  17.54:  On  examining  into  the  merits 
of  the  petition  of  Manocl  Baretto  and  Limji,  entered  in  Consulta- 
tion of  the  6th  August  last,  I find  that,  in  regard  to  the  trees,  ever 
since  the  digging  of  the  town  ditch  they  do  labour  under  the 
hardships  they  set  forth.  When  the  ditch  was  begun  the  President 
and  Council  insisted  on  Manoel  Baretto  and  Limji  permitting  a 
number  of  houses  to  be  built  in  their  respective  oarts  within  the 
walls  to  be  inhabited  by  the  military.  I understand  that  most  of 
the  military  have  found  means  to  evade  paying  the  owner  the  usual 
quit-rent  of  six  res.  Further  by  all  accounts  the  petitioners  suffer 
from  the  oarts  being  inhabited,  as  this  prevents  the  trees  beino- 
properly  cultivated.  As  they  show  in  their  petition  a desire  of 
changing  their  oarts  for  others  of  the  Honourable  Company's, s 
I thought  it  necessary  to  order  the  vereadores  to  make  a valuation 
of  the  trees  as  they  now  stand  in  the  exactest  manner  they  possibly 
could  according  to  the  nature  of  the  trees.  This  valuation  and' 
report  are  enclosed  for  your  Honour’s  perusal.  The  ground  of  these-, 
oarts  being  for  the  most  part  filled  up  by  very  ordinary  houses  - 
I applied  to  the  clerk  of  the  works  to  give  me  a plan  of  that, 
part  of  the  town  that  your  Honour  might  form  the  better 
judgment  in  regard  to  their  removal  in  order  to  make  room  for 
houses  for  merchants  of  substance  which  at  present  are  so  much 
wanted  within  the  walls.  His  attention  to  other  matters  has  pre.. 
vented  the  clerk  of  the  works  finishing  the  plan  in  the  manuer 
he  intended.  Yet  as  enough  of  it  is  performed  to  give  your  Honour 
the  necessary  knowledge  of  the  ground,  I did  not  think  it  neces-^ 
sary  to  detain  the  report  on  that  account.  As  to  the  fine  laid  on 
IHanoel  Baretto,  the  gentlemen  of  that  committee  being  members 
of  the  Board,  can  inform  your  Honour  what  may  be  necessary  in 
regard  thereto.^ 

The  vereadores’  report  on  the  number  and  value  of  trees  and 
the  area  of  empty  spaces  gives  the  following  details  u 

Spaces  within  the  Town  WaU^  1755. 


No. 

Private  Oarts. 

First  Sort. 

Second 

Sort. 

Third  Sort. 

Total 

Trees. 

Spaces. 

Grand 

Total. 

No. 

Rs. 

No. 

Rs. 

No. 

Rs. 

No. 

Rs. 

3 

1 

A 

3 

A 

2 

1 

Oart  Bangadi 

Oart  Dankaudi 

Ditto  

Ditto  

Ditto  

Ditto  

Oart  Tejaudi 

Total  ... 

170 

46 

38 

34 

10 

33 

57 

680 

184 

152 

136 

40 

132 

228 

25 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

m 

7 

lOi 

3^ 

10| 

7 

1 

5 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1*5 

6 

6 

3 

• •• 

196 

48 

46 

37 

15 

36 

68 

107 

28 

7 

12 

27 
14 

28 

26| 

7 

If 

3 

6| 

7 

7971 

198 

179i 

148i 

63t 

145^ 

238^ 

38S 

1552 

37 

129J 

11 

33 

436 

223 

55| 

17701 

1 Pub.  Diary  28  of  1755,  39-40. 

2 Pub.  Diary  28  of  1755,  41-42,  Besides  the  trees  shown  in  the  statement  there 
was  in  the  Tejaudi  oart  one  tree,  bearing  fruit,  valued  at  Es.  and  one  tree,  to  bear 
fruit,  valued  at  Rs.  2,  which  brought  the  total  to  438  trees  and  1774f  rupees.  The 
advance  calculated  at  400  to  450  per  cent  brought  the  total  of  Es.  1774|  to 
Es.  9005-2-12. 
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A Consultation  of  the  16th  December  1755  records  : Mr.  William 
Andrew  Price,  paymaster  to  the  additional  fortifications  and  buildings, 
ays  before  the  Board  an  account  amounting  to  Bs.  740-2-50  of  the 
7aluation  of  certain  houses,  being  part  of  what  must  be  pulled  down 
TjO  make  the  ravelin  before  the  Bazar  Gate,  and  to  clear  the  ground 
ibout  Dongri  Port.  This  account  being  judged  equitable  he  is  ordered 
]'jO  discharge  it.^ 

In  their  letter  of  31st  January  1756,  paragraph  121,  Government 
vrite  to  the  Court:  A house  belonging  to  the  Honourable  Company 
iiituated  near  the  horse  stables,  being  in  so  ruinous  a condition  that 
t would  have  cost  Rs.  1000  to  repair  it,  and  then  only  accom- 
nodate  one  of  your  servants,  we  judged  it  more  your  Honours'’ 
nterest  to  dispose  of  it  together  wifch  the  compound.  They  were 
accordingly  sold  the  20th  May  for  Rs.  2705,  which  sum  appears  a 
Tain  on  the  general  books  as  it  was  never  brought  on.^ 

1 In  the  same  letter  of  31st  January  1756,  paragraph  125,  Govern- 
ment add : Mr.  Samuel  Hough  found  the  marine  house  in  a much 
worse  condition  than  could  be  expected,  rendering  it  necessary 
iilmost  to  rebuild  it.  An  account  of  the  charges  incurred  he  pre- 
i;ented  in  Consultation  the  15th  July  amounting  to  Rs.  7117-3-17. 
Being  persuaded  he  had  carried  on  the  repairs  with  the  utmost 
JTUgality  by  daily  overlooking  the  workmen  and  expense  of  mate- 
dais,  we  ordered  him  to  be  reimbursed  out  of  the  treasury  which 
we  hope  your  Honours  will  deem  reasonable.^ 

At  the  close  of  the  same  year,  15th  December  1756,  in  paragraph 
114,  Government  write  to  the  Court : The  superintendent  repre- 
senting that  the  marine  suffered  great  inconvenience  by  being  much 
streightened  for  room  in  the  warehouses  where  the  general  stores 
w^ere\ept  for  the  use  of  their  cruizers  and  that  the  warehouses  like- 
svise  wanted  new  roofing,  we  ordered  the  land  paymaster  to  repair 
and  enlarge  them  in  such  manner  as  the  service  required  under  the 
iSuperintendenPs  inspection.^ 

As  regards  the  increase  of  houses  within  the  town  on  the  31st 
March  1756  the  Court  write  : It  is  with  satisfaction  we  observe^  your 
scheme  for  accommodating  many  of  the  creditable  inhabitants  in  the 
town,  who,  much  against  their  inclinations,  were  obliged  to  live  without 
it.  We  shall  add  that  whatever  regulations  are  made  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  people  in  general  and  of  the  richer  sort  in  particular, 
will  always  meet  with  our  approbation  when  they  are  calculated  for 
the  mutual  interest  of  the  Company  and  the  people  residing  under 
their  protection.^ 

A Consultation  of  the  10th  August  1756  records  : Part  of  the  dam 
Captain  Jacques  de  Funck  has  made  to  confine  the  water  in  the  town 
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^ Pub.  Diary  28  of  1755,  479.  . Tr  i j?  aa 

2 Pub.  Diary  28  of  1755,  217,  Pub.  Dep.  L.  to  the  Court  Vol  4 of  1/56-57,  44- 

3 Pub.  Diary  28  of  1755,  276.  Pub.  Dep.  L.  to  the  Court  Vol.  4 of  1756-57,  45. 

4 Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  4 of  1756-57  1^.  ^ ^ a 

5 Court  to  Bombay  31st  March  1756  para  90,  Pub.  Dep.  Court  s Letters  Vol.  4 of 

1753-1756,  309-310. 
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ditch  from  passing  towards  the  ravelin  next  the  Bazdr  Gate  has 
given  way.  Should  the  whole  dam  give  way  no  water  will  remain  in 
the  ditch  and  in  consequence  the  town  wells  will  become  dry.  To! 
avoid  such  a calamity,  as  the  whole  dam  appears  weak,  the  President 
proposes  that  Captain  De  Funck  be  ordered  to  make  another  dam 
twenty  or  thirty  feet  from  the  present  one.  In  this  the  Board 
concur.^ 

In  1756  with  a view  to  clear  a still  larger  area  round  the  town 
wall  more  cocoanut  trees  had  to  be  cut  down.  To  obtain  compensation 
for  these  trees,  on  the  18th  March  1757,  the  Bombay  fazandars  made; 
the  following  petition  to  Government : That  in  the  month  of  October, 
last  your  Honours  were  pleased  to  order  to  cut  down  a number  of 
cocoanut  trees  belonging  to  your  petitioners  round  the  town  wall 
which  having  been  the  only  means  and  remedy  for  your  petitioners' 
and  their  families  to  subsist  upon,  your  petitioners  suffered  much  thereby^ 
In  this  great  necessity  your  petitioners  make  this  application  tct 
your  Honours  hoping  your  Honours  will  out  of  your  wonted  com-i; 
passion  be  pleased  to  take  the  case  into  your  consideration  so  that  youi.; 
petitioners  may  have  due  reparation  made  them  for  their  trees.  The 
Honourable  Company  have  on  several  occasions  cut  down  cocoanut  trees 
of  the  fazandars^  oarts.  For  these  they  always  gave  just  and  full 
satisfaction,  tree  for  tree,  otherwise  your  Honours^  petitioners  musk 
have  been  broken  and  ruined.^ 

Referring  to  the  above  petition  a Consultation  of  the  I8th  March  1757: 
records : Read  a petition  from  the  Bombay  fazandars  praying  a 
consideration  for  their  cocoanut  trees  being  cut  down  within  the’ 
distance  of  400  yards  round  the  town  wall  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the' 
select  committee  under  the  1 3th  October  last  for  making  a proper 
clearance  on  the  esplanade  for  the  guns.  These  trees  having  beer 
valued  by  the  vereadores  previous  to  their  being  cut  down  we  observe 
amount  to  Rs.  31,353|  according  to  their  estimate  now  before  us. 
As  the  vereadores  have  not  inserted  at  what  rate  they  value  each  sori 
of  tree,  the  Collector  is  ordered  to  deliver  in  an  exact  and  particular 
account  of  their  worth  that  the  fazandars  may  have  suitable  satisfac^ 
tion  made  them.^ 

Agreeably  to  the  above  order  on  the  22nd  March  1757  the  Collectoi 
reports:  In  consequence  of  your  Honours  directions  to  me  in  th( 
Secretary's  letter  of  the  1 8th  I called  upon  the  vereadores  to  explaii. 
to  me  the  method  they  had  made  use  of  in  valuing  the  trees  cut  dowr 
in  October  last  by  your  Honours  directions.  I find  they  havi 
estimated  them  in  a manner  quite  different  from  that  practisecr 
in  regard  to  those  cut  down  in  the  time  of  Governor  Law  as  you 
Honour  will  observe  on  reference  to  the  account  I now  enclose.  In 
this  I have  thought  proper  to  insert  an  additional  column  expressing 
value  according  to  the  usual  method  of  valuing  cocoa  palms.  Then 


^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  10th  Aug,  1756,  Pub.  Diary  29  of  1756,  297-298. 
2 Pub.  Diary  30  of  1757,  86. 

^ Bom,  Gov.  Consultation  18th  March  1757,  Pub.  Diary  30  of  1757,  82. 
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11 3 also  an  abstract  annexed  at  tlie  foot  of  the  said  account  showing  the 
cmount  according  to  the  usual  method  of  valuation^ 

Palm  Trees  in  Private  Oarts^  1757^ 


No. 

Cocoannt  Trees. 

Rate. 

Amount. 

1327 

First  Sort 

Rs. 

4 

Rs, 

5308 

360 

Second  Sort 

• « 

H 

1260 

430 

Third  Sort 

3 

1290 

17 

Old  Trees  

•• 

1 

17 

27 

Trees,  Bearing  Fruit 

• «« 

2^ 

67^ 

1 

Do.  Second  Sort 

• •>1 

2 

2 

56 

Trees  to  bear  Fruit  ; 

First  Sort  

• •• 

2 

112 

10 

Second  Sort 

• • • 

14 

15 

1140 

Spaces  

• •• 

i 

285 

96 

Betelnut  Ti’ees  

« « « 

. • • 

831 

1 

Brab  Tree  ... 

... 

4 

Total 

• •• 

84431 

3 Od  receipt  of  the  above  details  on  the  22nd  March  1757  the  Board 
jobserve  : Bead  a letter  ^from  the  Collector  advising  that  the  eocoanut 
Oirees  which  were  cut  down  in  October  near  the  town  wall,  according 
■io  the  rate  at  which  trees  have  been  always  valued  and  paid  for  by 
die  Honourable  Company,  amount  only  to  Bs.  8443|  instead  of 
Bs.  3 1,3 5 3i  as  valued  by  the  vereadores.  Directed  therefore  that  the 
j^rereadores  be  required  to  attend  at  our  next  meeting  to  assign  their 
2;’easons  for  having  made  such  an  exorbitant  valuation.^ 

I On  the  29 til  March  1757  the  vereadores  attended  as  required  when 
, he  Board  pass  the  following  order  : The  vereadores  attending 
I agreeable  to  order  allege  that  their  reason  for  valuing  the  eocoanut 
Crees  cut  down  round  the  town  wall  in  the  manner  they  have,  is 
because  the  value  of  trees  has  of  late  years  so  greatly  increased. 
Ichey  are  nevertheless  reprimanded  for  not  having  inserted  a column 
in  their  report  to  apprise  us  of  the  advance  they  put  on  the  trees.  At 
^he  same  time  as  the  proprietors  are  willing  to  accept  trees  from  the 
[ lonourable  Company  in  lieu  of  those  cut  down,  it  is  resolved  that  the 
Collector  be  ordered  to  assign  them  trees  agreeable  to  the  method 
3 Bserved  in  the  time  of  President  Law,  and  to  make  a report  thereof 
t hat  we  may  determine  on  making  good  any  deficiency  which  cannot 
pe  paid  in  trees.^ 

h A Consultation  of  the  10th  May  1757  has  the  following  entry: 
^rhe  President  observes  that  under  the  6th  July  1/39  the  Council 
s3)assed  a resolution  that  from  that  time  no  houses  should  be  made  or 
j-cbnilt  nor  any  trees  planted  within  400  yards  of  the  town  wall.  This 
3’esolution  is  now  accordingly  read.  But  as  the  publication  therein 
mentioned  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  office  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
•he  inhabitants  were  apprised  of  the  above  resolution.  Messrs.  Crom- 
Inelin,  Seclgwicke,  and  Hornby  are  therefore  appointed  a committee 
or  making  the  necessary  inquiry  whether  such  publication  was  actually 
made  and  if  anything  contradictory  thereto  appears  in  the  Consul- 


1 Pub.  Diary  30  of  1757,  96  -97.  ^ 

* Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  22nd  Mar.  1767,  Pub.  Diary  30  of  1757,  95. 
3 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  29th  Mar.  1757,  Pub.  Diary  30  of  1767,  101. 
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tations.  We  imagine  many  of  the  cocoanut  trees  cut  down  round  the 
town  wall  in  October  last  may  have  been  planted  contrary  to  the  above 
resolution.  Notwithstanding  the  permission  noticed  in  the  Consulta- 
tion of  the  29th  March  last  the  Collector  is  therefore  directed  not  to 
give  the  proprietors  any  equivalent  nor  put  any  person  who  owned  any 
of  the  trees  cut  down  in  October  in  possession  of  trees  belonging  to  the 
Honourable  Company  without  first  making  a report  to  us  in  wha1 
manner  he  proposes  doing  itd 

Agreeably  to  the  above  order  on  the  14th  June  1757  the  Collectoi 
reports : In  obedience  to  your  commands  of  the  10th  ultimo  I now 
lay  before  the  Board  two  accounts  of  cocoanut  trees  belonging  to  thci 
Honourable  Company  proposed  to  be  delivered  the  proprietors  in  lieu 
of  those  cut  down  by  your  orders  in  October  last.  The  first  marked 
No.  1,  chiefly  situate  at  Mahiin,  are  in  a very  bad  condition  indeed 
through  the  neglect  of  the  farmers.  Nor,  in  fact,  are  they  anything 
like  equivalent  in  value  to  those  cut  down  belonging  to  the  proprietors r 
although,  from  the  manner  of  the  valuation,  they  appear  to  be  so.  The 
second,  marked  No.  2,  are  chiefly  situate  at  Bombay  and  are  in  al 
respects  pretty  equal  to  those  cut  down.  As  the  proprietors  and  then 
families  are  chiefly  inhabitants  of  Bombay,  they  have  requested  me  t( 
represent  to  your  Honours  on  their  behalf  that  it  would  be  extremely 
inconvenient  to  have  trees  given  them  at  Mahim  exclusive  of  the  con 
sideration  that  they  should  be  great  sufferers  by  receiving  trees  then 
as  those  proposed  to  be  delivered  are  much  inferior  in  worth  to  thosf 
cut  down.^ 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  Mdhim  palms  proposed  to  b( 
delivered  in  exchange  for  trees  cut  down  round  the  town  wall  ii 
October  1756^ : 

Palm  Trees  at  Mahim.,  1756. 


Variety. 

Sort. 

No. 

Rate. 

Total, 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Cocoannt  Trees 

First 

508 

4 

2032 

Do. 

Second 

545 

3^ 

1907i 

Do. 

Third 

1130 

3 

3390 

Do. 

Old 

242 

1 

242 

Do. 

New  bearing. 

150 

2| 

375 

Do. 

To  bear 

214 

2 

428 

Pesora 

First 

63 

n 

94| 

Do, 

Second 

54 

1 

54 

Do. 

Transplanted. 

82 

41 

Vacant  Spaces 

407 

• •• 

101 1 

Betelnut  Trees 

... 

11 

• •• 

5i 

Brab  Trees 

23 

... 

46 

Total 

• •• 

••• 

87171 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  lOtli  May  1757,  Pub.  Diary  30  of  1757,  147*  148. 
2 Pub.  Diary  30  of  1757,  225  - 226.  ^ 30  of  1757,  231  - 232. 
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According  to  the  following  account  the  result  of  these  allotments 
howed  a balance  of  Rs.  1514  still  due  to  the  owners  of  trees  d 


The  Honourable  Company 

* • • • • 

• •• 

Dr, 

Rs. 

To  Oarts  cut  down 

• ••• 

• • • 

88211 

To  Balance  ... 

• « • « • • 

• •• 

507i 

93281 

To  Net  Balance  due 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

1514 

The  Honourable  Company 

• ••  •• • 

« »• 

Cr 

Rs. 

By  Oarts  delivered 

• • • • » 

• »» 

87171 

By  Mdnekji’s  Oart  ... 

• 

6111 

93281 

By  Balance 

• « • • • • 

5071 

By  Advance  on  ditto  at  cent 

per  cent 

5071 

10141 

By  33  W ell  Wheels 

« • • • • • 

... 

4991 

Total  Balance  due 

' • • • 

1514 

Thereupon,  on  the  17th  June  1757,  the  Board,  taking  into  con- 
ideration  the  Collector’s  above  letter  respecting  their  making  an 
,qui valent  to  the  proprietors  of  the  cocoanut  trees  cut  down  round 
:he  town  wall  in  October  last,  resolved  that  the  Collector  be  directed 
o put  the  people  in  possession  of  some  of  the  Honourable  Com- 
)any’s  oarts  at  Mahim  agreeable  to  the  account  he  then  enclosed, 
^dhey  add ; Notwithstanding  the  inconvenience  the  Collector  repre- 
sents we  think  the  proprietors  will  thus  be  sufficiently  recompensed 
Kispecially  as  it  was  as  highly  necessary  for  their  security  and  that  of 
rhe  inhabitants  in  general  as  for  our  Honourable  Masters’  estate  and 
uoperty  that  there  should  be  a proper  clearance  round  the  town 
vail  in  case  of  the  place  being  attacked.^ 

Three  weeks  later  a Consultation  of  the  5th  July  1757  further 
ecords : Read  a petition  from  the  proprietors  of  the  cocoanut  trees 
mt  down  round  the  town  wall  in  October  last,  representing  that, 
hey  shall  be  great  sufferers  by  receiving  the  Honourable  Company’s 
rees  at  Mahim  in  lieu  thereof  and  praying  to  be  considered  on 
hat  account.  Resolved : As  we  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that 
hey  will  be  sufficiently  recompensed  their  petition  is  rejected.^ 

Six  weeks  later,  the  23rd  August  1757,  the  Collector  reports:; 
5ome  of  the  proprietors  of  the  cocoanut  trees  cut  down  by  your 
lonour’s  order  in  October  last  and  who  in  consequence  of  your  orders; 
lave  been  acquainted  with  and  tendered  such  as  I with  your 
approbation  lately  assigned  them  in  lieu,  having  requested  me  to 
epresent  to  your  Honour  that  they  should  instead  thereof 
•ather  choose  a space  of  the  ground  round  the  town  wall  to 
::ultivate  for  batty,  I request  your  Honour’s  orders  thereon,  as 
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also  to  know  if  I may  let  out  what  may  remain  on  the  usual  terms 
to  such  as  have  applied  for  itd 

Thereupon  on  the  23rd  August  1757  the  Board  direct:  We 
entirely  reject  the  request  of  the  proprietors  of  the  cocoanut  trees: 
cut  down  in  October  last  to  have  any  of  the  ground  round  the  town 
wall  assigned  them  to  cultivate  batty  as  equivalent  for  their  trees 
instead  of  those  we  have  given  them  belonging  to  the  Honourable 
Company  at  Mahim  as  we  do  not  know  how  far  it  may  be  deemed 
necessary  to  extend  the  fortifications.^ 

In  the  matter  of  the  valuation  of  certain  houses  the  clerk  of  the. 
works  reports  on  the  23rd  May  - 1757  : I received  a letter  from  Mr. 
William  Andrew  Price  paymaster  to  the  new  fortifications,  dated 
30th  November  1755,  desiring  me  to  attend  at  the  valuation  of 
four  houses  belonging  to  Lakshumanset,  Sivaji  Dharamset,  Vaman,; 
and  B^Iuset,  and  two  mosques  that  Captain  He  Funck  thought 
necessary  to  have  pulled  down.  I afterwards  received  another 
letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  Byfeld  paymaster  to  the  new  fortifications, 
of  the  24th  March  1756,  desiring  a calculate  of  charges  not  only 
for  removing  the  materials  of  several  houses  between  the  Bazar 
Gate  and  the  different  flags  placed  by  Captain  De  Funck  from 
above  Dongri  round  to  Back  Bay,  but  an  estimate  also  of  the 
expense  that  would  be  occasioned  by  rebuilding  such  houses  with 
the  same  materials  in  some  other  places  more  remote.  Both  these- 
orders  were  complied  with  without  loss  of  time.  The  latter  like- 
wise directed  that  all  the  cocoanut  trees  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Warner 
should  be  included  in  the  calculate  at  their  full  value  as  the  proprie* 
tors  were  to  have  an  equivalent  given  them  out  of  the  Honourable 
Company's  oarts.  This  estimate  was  never  made,  as  an  order  from 
the  select  committee  of  the  13th  of  October  1756  rendered  that  in 
a great  measure  unnecessary.  I was  also  further  desired  in  the 
course  of  this  surveys  to  have  due  regard  to  such  houses  as  were 
either  repaired  or  rebuilt  within  4QQ  yards  of  the  town  wall  since 
the  time  such  repairs  were  positively  forbid  by  a publication 
issued  in  Governor  Law’s  time  and  remarks  are  accordingly  made 
where  anything  was  found  that  could  with  certainty  appear  to  be 
a breach  of  that  order.  On  this  occasion  I cannot  omit  to 
mention  260  houses  built  round  the  towui  wall  within  400  yards  by 
leave  only  from  the  ground  farmers.  Within  the  line  of  valuation 
marked  out  by  Captain  De  Funck  were  984  houses,  660  of  which 
were  upon  the  Honourable  Company’s  ground,  including  176  lately 
burnt  down,  321  are  in  oarts  belonging  to  fazandars,  and  260  stand 
upon  the  ground  that  was  farmed  out.  A survey  of  those  last 
mentioned  accompanies  this  and  the  fazandars  have  always  pos- 
sessed a power  of  giving  liberty  to  build  upon  their  own  ground. 
All  such  persons  as  were  desirous  of  building  upon  the  Company’s 
ground  have  constantly  made  application  to  the  Collector  for  his 
note  of  leave.  This  note  is  directed  to  the  clerk  of  the  works  who 
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ilways  gives  a discharge  in  writing  for  his  fee  signed  by  himself 
md  specifying  the  length  and  breadth  in  feet  and  the  contents  in 
square  yards.  Whoever  fails  to  produce  this  note,  is  always 
supposed  to  have  built  or  repaired  without  leave.  This  note  was 
ill  along  demanded  but  as  no  more  than  five  or  six  appeared,  your 
Honour  will  receive  with  this  a list  of  484  houses  valued  at 
Rs.  57,952  whose  owners  should  be  asked  to  explain  under  what 
luthority  they  were  built.  Permit  me  to  present  with  this  an 
> , recount  of  wages  due  to  the  bricklayers  carpenters  and  others  who 
assisted  at  the  valuations  but  were  not  in  the  Honourable  Com- 
Dany’s  service.^ 

; On  receipt  of  the  above  report  on  the  17th  June  1757  the  Board 
record  the  following  order : Bead  the  above  letter  from  the  clerk  of 
■jhe  works  concerning  his  survey  of  houses  and  buildings  without 
-)bhe  town  wall.  He  mentions  that  260  houses  have  been  built 
by  leave  only  from  the  ground  farmers  and  in  contempt  of  the 
;ijpublication  issued  by  President  Law  and  his  Council  in  July  1739 
r positively  forbidding  that  any  houses  should  be  built  or  re-made 
-after  that  time  within  the  distarice  of  400  yards  of  the  town  wall, 
• is  also  that  only  five  or  six  notes  from  the  Collector  were  shewn 
ubim  by  the  owners  of  484  other  houses.  In  spite  of  this  in  order  as 
.'much  as  possible  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  having  any  cause  for 
( Complaint,  it  is  agreed  that  a publication  be  issued  by  beat  of  drum 
j :equiring  all  persons  possessed  of  houses  round  the  town  wall  to 
Heliver  whatever  powers  or  authorities  they  may  have  obtained  for 
iibuilding  the  same  to  the  Collector  by  this  day  month.  Otherwise 
;4hat  ^ we  shall  take  it  for  granted  that  such  people  as  do  not  shew 
obedience  thereto  have  built  all  their  houses  without  any  authority, 
'.and  shall  proceed  accordingly.^ 

[ Regarding  the  result  of  this  publication  on  the  4th  November 
1757  the  Collector  reports:  In  consequence  of  the  publication 
I issued  by  your  Honour's  direction  on  the  17th  June  last,  the  pro- 
i prietors  of  such  houses  as  are  therein  mentioned  have  attended  the 
Collector’s  office  and  in  obedience  to  your  commands  of  the  same 
date  I now  enclose  a report  of  such  as  have  as  well  as  such  as  have 
mot  produced  building  vouchers.  The  latter  in  general  declare  they 
were  once  possessed  of  proper  authorities  and  as  proof  thereof  re- 
iferred  me  to  the  Honourable  Company’s  rent  rolls  which  I thought 
proper  to  retrospect  as  far  as  1738  in  order  that  your  Honour 
might  be  informed  with  greater  certainty  whether  any  and  which 
of  the  said  houses  might  have  been  built  or  re-buiit  within  400 
yards  since  the  publication  in  1739.  No  ground  belonging  to  the 
Honourable  Company  on  which  houses  are  built  can  appear  in  the 
rent  roll,  but  such  as  had  originally  proper  permits  for  building  on. 
For  though  it  was  formerly  usual  for  the  paymaster,  the  clerk  of  the 
works,  and  others  to  give  permits,  yet  those  permits  were  always 


1 Pub.  Diary  30  of  1757,  232-233. 

^Boni.  Gov.  Consultation  17tb  June  1757,  Pub.  Diary  30  of  1757,  229 -230^ 


Chapto  IV. 

Fortificatioiis 
and  Buildings. 

House  Valuation, 
1757, 


454 


BOMBAY  TOWN 


[Historical 


Chapter  IV. 

Fortifications 
and  Buildings. 

House  Valuation, 
1757. 


Sanitation, 

1757. 


Houses  without 
the  Wall, 
1757. 


produced  at  the  Collector's  office  and  the  measure  of  the  ground 
inserted  in  the  rent  rolls  in  order  for  the  annual  collection  of  the 
rent.  From  whence  your  Honour  will  please  to  observe  that  theses 
which  are  said  in  the  report  to  have  appeared  on  the  rent  roll  in 
1738  must  have  been  standing  before  the  date  of  the  aforementioned 
publication  and  had  originally  proper  authority  for  building  them. 
The  proprietors  of  the  260  houses  built  round  the  town  wall  within 
400  yards,  declare  that  they  had  no  other  authority  for  the  building 
them  than  the  consent  of  the  farmer  of  the  ground  round  the  town 
wall  who  by  the  tenor  of  his  lease  had  no  authority  to  grant: 
permission  without  the  Collector’s  order.^ 

On  receipt  of  the  Collector's  report,  the  11th  November  1757,  the 
Board  direct:  Bead  the  above  letter  from  the  Collector  in  consequence 
of  our  publication  and  orders  of  the  17th  June  last,  regarding  the' 
houses  built  round  the  town  wall  and  enclosing  a report  of  such 
proprietors  as  have  and  have  not  produced  authorities  for  building 
houses  and  representing  that  260  houses  have  been  built  by  per- 
mission only  from  the  ground  farmer.  Resolved  therefore  that  the 
Collector  be  ordered  to  pull  those  260  houses  down  without  allow- 
ing the  owners  any  compensation  as  they  have  built  them  without 
the  consent  of  the  Collector  for  the  time  being.  Also  to  require  the 
proprietors  of  the  remaining  484  houses  situate  without  the  Bazai. 
Gate  to  deliver  him.  an  account  of  the  cost  of  building  or  repairing 
them  with  the  dates  when  the  same  may  have  been  done  for  oui 
inspection  that  by  that  means  we  may  know  to  a certainty 
whether  any  or  how  many  of  those  houses  have  been  built  oi 
repaired  in  contempt  of  the  publication  issued  in  1739.^ 

Regarding  the  cleansing  of  the  town  the  Bombay  Diary  of  22nc 
November  1757  has  the  following  entry  : As  the  town  has  become 
very  dirty  in  great  measure  owing  to  the  little  regard  the  inhabit- 
ants pay  to  the  scavenger  on  account  of  his  being  always  a junio] 
servant,  the  Board  agreed  that  a member  of  the  Board  be  appointee 
to  that  office,  and  that  all  houses  within  the  town  be  proportionabl} 
taxed  for  maintaining  a sufficient  number  of  labourers,  carts,  anc 
buffaloes  for  keeping  the  town  clean.^ 

Before  allowing  people  to  build  or  re-build  without  the  town  wall  it  was 
necessary  to  determine  what  space  should  be  left  unoccupied  by  houses. 
To  this  end  it  was  necessary  to  fix  the  plan  of  fortifying  the  towr 
on  the  land  side.  In  connection  with  this  subject  a Consultation  of  th( 
10th  May  1757  records:  As  it  will  necessarily  be  a considerable  time 
before  any  material  resolution  for  fortifying  Bombay  town  on  tB 
land  side  can  be  carried  into  execution,  it  is  directed  that  the  Secretarj 
require  the  chief  engineer  as  soon  as  he  can  to  deliver  in  the  plan  h 
has  proposed  for  that  purpose.^ 
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Three  months  later  Government  was  asked  to  sanction  the  pulling 
own  of  certain  houses  next  the  Bazar  Gate.  On  the  9th  August  1757 
he  Board  direct ; The  Major  representing  that  certain  large  stone  and 
hunam  houses  next  the  Bazar  Gate  must  be  pulled  down^  the  new 
ortification  paymaster  is  directed  to  set  about  the  work  immediately 
nd  to  advance  the  owners  one-fourth  part  of  their  value  as  calculated 
y the  clerk  of  the  works  on  a late  survey  thereof  on  account  of  the 
xpense  they  must  incur  in  removing  the  materials  to  build  their  houses 
Ise  where.  ^ 

In  connection  with  the  demolition  of  these  houses^  on  the  23rd 
August  1757,  the  Collector  writes  to  Government:  Several  of  the 
•roprietors  of  the  houses  now  pulling  down  by  your  Honour'’ s orders 
ust  without  the  Bazar  Gate  having  lately  applied  to  me  for  ground  to 
ebuild,  I request  to  know  the  exact  distance  you  are  or  may  be  resolved 
0 reserve  without  the  walls,  clear  of  houses,  in  order  that  I may  give 
he  necessary  directions  to  prevent  new  buildings  being  erected  within 
hat  space  in  future,  and  likewise  be  enabled  to  determine  as  soon  as 
)ossible  what  ground  is  proper  to  give  such  persons  as  have  lately 
pplied.2 

On  receipt  of  this  letter  the  Board  order  the  Secretary  to  repeat 
he^  Board^s  order  of  the  10th  May  last  to  the  chief  engineer  for  his 
lying  before  them  as  soon  as  possible  the  plan  he  has  proposed  for 
ortifying  the  town  on  the  land  side.  Till  then,  they  add,  it  is  impossible 
or  us  to  determine  what  distance  it  may  be  necessary  to  preserve  round 
ihe  town  wall  clear  of  houses.^ 

The  cutting  down  of  trees  within  the  town  wall  and  the  giving  of  trees 
n exchange  to  their  proprietors  outside  the  wall,  afforded  an  opportunity 
0 have  substantial  buildings  raised  within  the  fort.  A Consultation 
he  16th  August  1757,  records  : As  the  chief  engineer  is  in  want  of 
hore  coeoanut  trees  for  making  embrasures  and  finishing  the  battery 
mder  the  Tank  bastion,  and  as  under  the  6th  of  August  1754  Manoel 
Baretto  and  Limji  have  petitioned  us  to  exchange  their  oarts 
ivithin  the  town  wall  for  such  of  the  same  value  as  belong  to  our 
lonourable  Masters  without  the  wall,  we  shall  be  able  to  accommodate 
nany  substantial  people  with  houses  on  ground  at  present  occupied  by 
he  poorer  sort  of  inhabitants.  Further  as  in  paragraph  90  of  their  letter 
’)f  31st  March  1756,  the  Court  of  Directors  have  been  pleased  to  approve 
his  scheme,  it  is  ordered  that  the  Collector  give  directions  that  the 
■irees  in  the  oarts  (which  have  already  been  valued  as  entered  under  the 
she  21st  of  January  1755)  be  cut  down  for  this  service  and  assign  the 
proprietors  such  trees  belonging  to  the  Honourable  Company  without 
he  town  walls  as  he  may  judge  to  be  of  the  same  value,  reportino- 
hereof  to  the  Board.^ 

Regarding  the  aforesaid  exchange  of  trees,  on  the  28th  February 
1758,  the  Board  resolve  that  the  Collector  report  the  value  of  the 
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Honourable  Company's  oarts,  proposed  to  be  given  in  exchange  for 
those  of  Manoel  Baretto  and  Limji  situated  between  the  Church  and 
Apollo  Gates^  as  also  the  expense  incurred  by  cutting  down  those  trees 
and  pulling  down  the  houses.  The  Board  observe  that  if  any  houses^ 
remain  in  that  neighbourhood,  they  are  forthwith  to  be  cleared  away 
and  the  ground  surveyed  and  measured  by  the  clerk  of  the  works  that 
we  may  be  enabled  to  calculate  how  much  a yard  ought  to  be  charged 
to  persons  desirous  of  building  thereon.^ 

On  the  3rd  March  1758  the  Collector  reports;  In  obedience  to: 
your  commands  I now  enclose  an  account  of  such  trees  belonging  to: 
the  Honourable  Company  as  with  your  approbation  are  proposed 
to  be  delivered  to  Limji  and  Manoel  Baretto  in  lieu  of  theirs  which 
I was  directed  to  cut  down  between  the  Church  and  Apollo  Gates.' 
Four  or  five  of  the  trees  are  still  standing  because  they  cannot  be  cut 
down  without  much  damage  until  several  of  the  houses  about  them  are. 
removed.  The  following  statement  gives  the  details  of  the  exchange: 
and  of  the  expense  incurred  ; 

Dr.  (1)  Limji  in  account  with  the  Honourable  Company.  Cr. 


Rs. 

To  his  Oart  Sonapur  ...  ...  602| 

To  Balance  ...  ...  ...  685 

To  Advance  on  ditto  at  100 

per  cent  ...  ...  ...  68 g 

To  Two  Well- wheels  ...  ...  28^ 

165i 

Rs. 

By  his  Oart  Dankem  down  ...  156f 

By  his  Oart  Tejaudi  ...  ...  240 

By  Dankaudi  do.  ...  ...  137^ 

By  Balance  ...  ...  68^ 

602f 

By  Net  Balance  due 165| 

Dr.  (2)  Manoel  Baretto  in  account  icith  the  Honourable  Company.  Ce. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

To  his  Oart  Tankori  ...  613^ 

By  his  Oarts 1359^ 

To  ditto  Chaunaudi  ...  845^ 

By  Balance  129 

14881 

1488^ 

To  Balance  ...  129 

To  Advance  at  100  per  cent.  129 

By  Net  Balance  due  to  the  Hon- 

To  Six  Well-wheels  ...  ...  96 

ourable  Company 354 

354 

In  the  same  letter,  3rd  March  1758,  the  Collector  continues  : Of  th 
two  hundred  and  sixty  houses  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  towi' 
wall  ordered  to  be  pulled  down,  only  six  or  seven  are  now  standing 
These  are  again  ordered  to  be  removed  immediately.  In  the  demolitioi 
of  these  houses  no  expense  has  or  will  be  incurred  to  the  HonourabL 
Company,  otherwise  the  account  thereof  would  now  be  enclosed  a 
you  direct.^ 

On  receipt  of  the  above  information  from  the  Collector,  a Consultatioi 
of  the  3rd  March  1758  records  : Resolved  to  approve  of  the  oarts  tb 
Collector  has  assigned  belonging  to  the  Honourable  Company  being  givei 
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j in  exchange  for  those  of  Limji  and  Manoel  Baretto,  situated  between 
^ the  Church  and  Apollo  Gates,  whose  account  currents  are  given  above. 
The  Collector  must  be  required  to  pulldown  all  the  houses  built  on  those 
lands  that  the  streets  may  be  lined  out  by  the  clerk  of  the  works  and 
the  new  buildings  be  carried  on  in  such  a regular  manner  as  not  to 
7 interfere  with  the  defence  of  the  fortifications,  conformable  to  a plan 
- which  has  been  approved  by  the  President  and  principal  engineer. 

The  same  Consultation,  3rd  March  1758,  continues:  As  we  must 
K conclude  from  the  proprietors  of  the  48d  houses  situated  without  the 
si  Bazar  Gate  refusing  to  give  any  account  of  their  building,  that  they 
^.Thave  had  no  authority  for  so  doing,  but  on  the  contrary  have  built  or 
ij  repaired  these  houses  in  contempt  of  the  publication  issued  in  July 
11739,  the  Collector  must  be  required  to  give  directions  for  their  being 
ii; pulled  down  without  loss  of  time.^ 

j At  the  same  Consultation,  the  3rd  March  1758,  the  Board  further 
sidirect  ; Mr.  Mace  having  likewise  urged  the  necessity  of  clearing 
^away  the  houses  without  one  hundred  yards  of  the  line  to  be  carried  on 
c(from  Dongri  to  Back  Bay,  it  is  ordered  that  the  new  fortification  pay- 
fimaster  and  clerk  of  the  works  survey,  value,  and  report  the  expense 
1 (which  will  attend  their  removal.  But  that  such  houses  as  Mr.  Mace 
rwants  to  be  immediately  cleared  away  be  valued  and  pulled  down 
fiwithout  w^aiting  for  the  report  being  delivered  to  the  Board.^ 

A Consultation  of  the  1st  May  1759  records:  Bead  a letter  from 
B.the  Collector  enclosing  the  vereadores’’  estimate  of  the  cocoanut  trees 
ijcut  down  in  March  1758,  amounting  to  Bs.  2208^,  to  carry  on  the 
intended  w^all  from  Dongri  to  Back  Bay  j proposing  also  to  let  out  such 
of  the  Honourable  Company's  oarts  as  were  not  rented  on  the  10th 
lultimo.  Ordered  that  the  Collector  assign  the  proprietors  of  the  above 
7 mentioned  trees  an  equivalent  out  of  the  said  oarts  for  those  cut  down 
in  March  1758,  after  which  we  shall  determine  on  leasing  out  the 
ii remainder  of  those  oarts.^ 

A Consultation  of  the  29th  May  1759  records  : Bead  a letter  from 
?ithe  Collector  enclosing  an  account  valuation  of  the  Honourable  Com- 
■ fpany^s  trees  at  Mahim  which  he  proposes  delivering  the  proprietors  of 
i those  cut  down  in  March  1758  with  the  piuprietors"  accounts  current 
cand  an  account  of  the  produce  of  Puckravol,  respecting  which  the 
[ following  orders  are  given  : That  such  of  the  Mahim  oarts  as  he 
; proposes  be  delivered  to  the  proprietors  of  those  cut  down  in  March 
11758  to  carry  on  the  intended  line  from  Dongri  to  Back  Bay,  but  that 
ithe  Collector  take  proper  care  of  the  remainder  of  the  oarts  which  were 
mot  let  out  the  10th  ultimo,  as  we  imagine  there  may  be  occasion  to 
exchange  some  more  of  them  on  that  account.  We  approve  of  his 
^Melivering  to  Gambaji  Putlaji  the  remainder  of  the  oart  Bunsate  on  his 
^paying  Bs.  1726J  for  it,  agreeable  to  the  vereadores'  valuation.  We 
salso  approve  of  Mr.  Bichard  Nowland  either  paying  or  receiving  the 
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^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  3rd  March  1758,  Puh.  Diary  31  of  1758,  168  - 169. 
2 Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  3rd  March  1758,  Puh.  Diary  31  of  1758,  168. 

’ Pub.  Diary  32  of  1759,  301  - 302. 
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difference  between  the  spots  of  ground  belonging  to  the  Mazgaoit 
estate  situated  in  Puckravol  and  those  belonging  to  Puckravol  situate: 
in  the  Mazgaon  estate  (according  to  the  vereadores^  report)  to  avoid  tk 
disputes  which  would  in  all  probability  arise  on  their  being  possessG'i 
by  different  persons.  And,  for  the  reason  given  by  the  Collector,  w 
likewise  agree  to  his  cultivating  and  paying  the  pension  of  the  seveu 
spots  of  salt  batty  ground  belonging  to  our  Honourable  Mastei 
bordering  on  Puckravol  and  the  Mazgaon  estate.^ 

Letter  from  the  principal  engineer  Major  James  Alace  to  the  Pres 
dent  and  Council,  22nd  July  1759  ; It  is  humbly  represented  to  yoi 
Honour  that  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  pulling  down  or  otherwh 
destroying  the  village  without  the  Apollo  Gate  together  with  tb 
'nocoanut  trees  and  houses  adjacent,  also  the  walls  and  other  building, 
in  and  about  the  burying  ground.  The  reasons  are  that  those  plact 
jointly  or  separately  are  capable  of  concealing  and  covering  a grea 
number  of  troops  should  an  enemy  land  on  or  near  Old  Woman^s  island 
They  will  be  found  proper  places  for  them  to  occupy  and  comment' 
their  approaches.  Prom  them  also  an  enemy  can  greatly  annoy  th 
garrison,  and  in  one  night  be  able  to  make  the  position  so  tenable  ihi 
our  whole  strength  could  hardly  force  them  to  abandon  it.  Even  shoul 
we  succeed,  it  might  cost  us  very  dear,  while  were  we  to  suffer  the) 
to  hold  the  position  unmolested,  it  must  oblige  us  to  keep  on  dut 
more  troops  than  our  number  can  admit  of.  That  all  straw  or  hay  i 
quantities  near  the  fortifications  or  powder-house  be  immediate! 
removed  to  a proper  distance  from  the  same.  That  all  houses  an 
buildings  within  the  town  that  are  nearer  than  65  feet  from  the  insic 
of  the  parapet  as  lately  thickened  by  Major  Mace  be  taken  down  an 
removed.  That  no  buildings  be  suffered  to  stand  within  400  yards  < 
the  town  walls.  That  all  sails  and  other  combustible  stuff  said  to  ] 
in  the  long  store  rooms  in  the  dockyard  be  removed  to  some  plat 
distant  from  thence,  and  that  there  be  at  least  100  casks  or  tanks  £u. 
of  water  deposited  in  different  parts  of  the  said  yard  together  wi 
engines  to  extinguish  any  fire  that  may  happen  in  that  part.^ 

On  this  letter  being  read  at  a Consultation  on  the  24th  July  175 
the  Secretary  is  directed  to  remark  to  Major  Mace  that  it  has  ve: 
lately  been  represented  by  himself  and  other  principal  officers  that  o' 
putting  the  works  next  the  harbour  in  the  best  condition  was  deemt 


1 Pub.  Diary  .S2  of  1759,  353  - 354. 

2 Adj(  ining  to  Bombay  (at  low  water)  is  (1775)  a small  island  called  Old  Woma 
island  which  partly  forms  the  north  side  or  entrance  of  the  harbour.  It  is  about  t 
miles  and  a half  long,  near  the  extreme  p('int  of  which,  next  the  sea,  is  a very  lo 
light-house,  the  light  of  which  is  so  bright  and  well  watched  that  it  may  be  disceri 
at  five  leagues  distance.  On  this  island  are  two  large  barracks  for  the  military.  ^01 
times  a camp  is  formed  here.  It  has  good  grass,  not  many  trees  and  a few  houses  Is 
neither  town  nor  village.  It  lies  so  very  open  to  the  sea  all  round  as  to  be  deemer 
very  healthy  place,  whither  people  after  recovering  from  illness  frequently  move 

a change  of  air.  There  are  better  fish  and  a larger  quantity  caught  about  this  isla 
than  in  the  parts  adjacent,  especially  sea-tortoise.  In  the  farther  or  inner  part  of  '• 
harbour  are  two  small  islands,  both  inhabited.  The  first  is  called  Karanja  whicl 
famed  for  its  oysters.  The  other  or  inner  one  is  named  Elephanta.  Parsons’  Tra^ 
in  Asia  and  America  (1808),  217.  ^ Pub.  Diary  33  of  1759,  449  - 450. 
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by  him  the  most  essential  for  the  defence  of  the  island  and  that  we 
desire  to  know  whether  he  has  or  can  procure  a sufficient  number  of 
workmen  for  immediately  performing  both  services.  If  otherwise^ 
which  of  the  two  in  his  opinion  ought  to  be  done  first. ^ 

In  reply^  on  the  27th  July  1759^  Major  Mace  writes:  Concerning 
'my  letter  representing  the  necessity  of  destroying  the  buildings  without 
^the  Apollo  Gate,  your  Honour  has  been  pleased  to  direct  that  it  should 
be  remarked  to  me  that  it  had  very  lately  been  represented  by  myself 
; and  other  principal  officers  that  putting  the  works  next  the  harbour  in 
ithe  best  condition  was  deemed  by  me  the  most  essential  for  the  defence 
' of  the  island.  To  this  I humbly  answer  that  my  joining  in  opinion 
.that  the  works  next  the  harbour  were  essential  to  the  preservation  of 
ithe  place  cannot,  I humbly  presume,  be  construed  'to  mean  that  no 
*1  attention  was  to  be  paid  to  the  others.  It  can  hardly  be  imagined  I 
a should  mean  that  the  putting  that  side  only  in  good  posture  of  defence 
fcwould  be  sufficient  to  protect  the  island  from  the  insults  of  an  enemy. 
jAt  the  time  abovementioned  by  your  Honour  I had  the  honour  to 
qrepresent  my  uneasiness  at  the  lowness  of  the  curtain  between  the  Flag 
land  Cavalier  Bastions,  likewise  the  two  faces  of  the  Cavalier  Bastion 
land  also  the  little  height  of  the  low  flanks  at  the  Boyal  Bastion  which 
/imight  be  jumped  into  from  a boat.  All  which  I proposed  to  heighten, 

; and  this  your  Honour  was  pleased  to  approve  and  direct  me  to  do. 

: That  very  day  I commenced,  and  I may  venture  to  say  they  have  been 
'Carried  on  with  surprising  despatch,  notwithstanding  the  difficulty  I 
have  laboured  under  both  for  the  want  of  labourers  and  of  chunam. 

Your  Flonours  are  pleased  to  desire  me  to  know  wffiether  I have  or 
ican  procure  a sufficient  number  of  workmen  for  performing  both 
iservices  immediately,  and  if  not,  which  of  the  two  in  my  opinion  ought 
to  be  done  first.  As  to  my  having  a sufficient  number  of  workmen, 
T humbly  apprehend  that  it  is  known  I have  very  many  times  expressed 
'my  uneasiness  at  the  want  of  men  when  I have  been  obliged  to  lend 
ithem  to  other  branches  of  business,  and  I have  not  had  enough  for  that 
under  my  charge.  As  to  my  procuring  more  I should  soon  do  it,  was 
it  in  my  power  ; nor  have  I been  neglectful  in  endeavouring  to  procure 
men.  As  to  which  of  the  two  works  ought  in  my  opinion  to  be  first 
'begun  the  question  indeed  is  very  nice.  To  answer  as  fully  as  I can 
and  in  the  way  I apprehend  your  Honour  intends  me,  I think  the 
Apollo  Gate  buildings  might  be  destroyed  without  much  hindrance  to 
the  works  carrying  on  and  ought  to  be  destroyed  as  soon  as  possible. 

I Since  many  things  now  have  to  be  done  which  undoubtedly  require  the 
i utmost  despatch,  I hope  your  Flonour  will  be  pleased  to  take  it  into 
consideration  that  I may  by  some  means  or  other  be  furnished  with 
more  workmen,  labourers  and  women  to  carry  earth  and  sand.  I 
hope  likewise  your  Honour  will  be  pleased  to  consider  that  to  erect  the 
r false  sea-marks  and  disguise  the  others  (which  I am  setting  about),  will 
further  drain  the  fortifications  of  working  people  especially  as  the 
isea-marks  are  at  such  a distance.  In  regard  to  those  on  Old  Woman^s 
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island^  if  I may  presume  to  advise,  I should  be  for  destroying  one  of ' 
the  tombs  (instead  of  disguising  it)  and  erecting  a false  one  in  another 
place. ^ 

At  a Consultation  held  regarding  this  letter  on  the  31st  July  1759, 
the  principal  engineer  being  present  is  ordered  conformable  to  his  re- 
commendation to  destroy  one  of  the  tombs  on  Old  Woman^s  island  and  i 
to  erect  a false  tomb  in  another  place.  The  determining  with  respect  * 
to  pulling  down  the  houses  buildings  and  trees  without  the  Apollo  Gate 
and  contiguous  to  the  ramparts  is  deferred  till  our  next  meeting.^ 

Atthenext  Consultation,  the7th  August  1759,  thefollowing  decision 
is  recorded  : Taking  into  consideration  the  letters  from  Major  Mace,, 
principal  engineer,  referred  to  in  the  Consultations  of  the  24th  and 
31st  ultimo,  in  the  former  of  which,  with  the  advice  of  the  two  of  HisL- 
Majesty’s  captains  of  artillery,  he  in  the  strongest  terms  represents: 
the  absolute  necessity  for  our  pulling  and  cutting  down  the  houses- 
and  trees  without  the  Apollo  Gate,  as  likewise  the  buildings  at  the 
burial  ground  and  all  others  within  400  yards  of  the  town  wall  and 
nearer  than  65  feet  from  the  inside  of  the  parapet,  and  in  his  last^i 
letter  expressly  says  that  he  thinks  those  buildings  and  trees  might 
be  removed  without  much  hindrance  to  the  rest  of  the  works  now- 
carrying  on  and  ought  to  be  removed  as  soon  as  possible.  Reflect-: 
ing  likewise  on  the  reasons  contained  in  the  former  letter  in 
support  of  his  opinion  and  that  he  must  undoubtedly  be  the  best- 
judge  of  the  necessity  for  taking  these  measures  and  that  our. 
Honourable  Masters  have  directed  us  to  carry  any  such  repre- 
sentations from  him  into  immediate  execution ; it  is  resolved, 
notwithstanding  the  expense  which  will  attend  the  removal  of  the 
said  buildings  and  cutting  down  the  trees  and  the  hardship  of 
depriving  so  many  people  of  their  habitations  at  this  disagreeable 
season  of  the  year,  that  the  principal  engineer  be  ordered  to: 
acquaint  the  new  fortification  paymaster  with  all  such  buildings, 
and  trees  as  he  judges  absolutely  necessary  to  be  pulled  down  or 
cut  down  for  the  security  of  this  place  in  order  for  the  principal 
engineer’s  carrying  the  same  into  execution  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  new  fortification  paymaster  is  able  to  make  a valuation 
of  them.^ 

At  a Consultation  on  the  4th  September  1759  was  read  the  humble 
petition  of  all  the  Purvoes  who  lived  without  the  Apollo  Gate : 
That  your  Honour’s  poor  petitioners  humbly  beg  leave  to  submit  tc' 
your  consideration  that  they  have,  agreeable  to  the  Government 
order,  pulled  down  their  houses  and  now  cannot  help  troubling 
your  Honour  for  your  favour  that  your  Honour  will  please- 
to  order  the  valuation  to  be  paid  your  petitioners  as  their  families 
are  in  sheds  under  great  fear  of  robbery  (one  of  them  having 
been  already  robbed)  and  ill  health,  both  which  may  readil} 
happen  on  account  of  the  present  weather  and  the  situation  the} 


» Pub.  Diary  3.3  of  1759,  457  -458,  a Pub.  Diary  33  of  1759,  453. 

3 Pub.  Diary  33  of  1759,  464  - 465. 
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ire  in.  They  humbly  think  it  appears  evident  that  the  valuation 
made  for  removinsr  their  houses  cannot  be  sufficient  to  have  such 
houses  as  they  before  had  ; because  the  carts,  higdris,  and  arti- 
ficers having  much  work,  will  undoubtedly  demand  and  receive  and 
have  already  received  a great  deal  more  money  than  what  your 
petitioners  are  allowed  as  per  account  hereunto  annexed.  If  by 
ymur  favour  they  get  the  valuation  soon,  they  will  rebuild  their 
houses  as  soon  as  possible.  Otherwise,  they  must  daily  lose  a great 
part  of  their  materials  much  to  their  prejudice;  all  which  your 
petitioners  humbly  submit  to  your  Honour^’s  consideration.^ 

At  the  same  Consultation  was  also  read  a petition  from  Bala 
Krishna  Purvoe,  praying  that  the  Board  would  advance  him 
Bs.  2000  free  of  interest  on  account  of  the  rent  of  his  house  within 
the  town  wall,  occupied  by  the  King’s  officers  and  offering  to  enter 
into  a bond  for  the  balance  if  not  cleared  by  that  means.  On  these 
petitions  it  is  ordered  that  the  provisional  new  fortification  pay- 
master lay  before  us  the  valuation  of  the  Purvoe^s  houses  in  order 
for  our  coming  to  a determination  with  respect  thereto.  Bala^s 
petition  is  rejected  as  he  is  known  to  be  in  very  indifferent  cir- 
cumstances.^ 

At  a Consultation  on  the  llth  September  1759  the  provisional 
new  fortification  paymaster  presented  a valuation  of  the  charge 
of  Es.  14,540-2-85  incurred  by  lately  pulling  down  135  houses  of 
sorts  without  the  Apollo  Gate  and  removing  the  materials  for 
rebuilding  them  at  a proper  distance  from  the  town  wall.  Also  an 
■:account  of  the  cocoanut  trees  belonging  to  the  oarts  Dabory, 
Agondam,  and  Borran  which  were  situated  in  the  same  place 
lamounting  to  Rs.  17  J 3J.  These  valuations  being  deemed  reasonable 
ithe  paymaster  is  ordered  to  issue  the  amounts  to  the  several 
proprietors  of  the  said  houses  and  trees. ^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  30th  October  1759,  read  a petition 
from  the  Purvoes  who  were  lately  obliged  to  remove  from  their 
houses  without  the  Apollo  Gate,  praying  that  they  may  be  allowed 
do  continue  covering  their  present  temporary  habitations  with 
fcajans,  which  is  agreed  to.^ 

Regarding  the  power  of  granting  permits  to  build  new  houses 
a Consultation,  the  8th  August  1758,  records : The  power  of 
granting  permits  for  ground  to  build  on  without  the  town  walls 
having  been  disputed  between  the  engineer  and  Collector,  it  is 
resolved  that  no  ground  be  granted  to  any  person  for  that  use, 
without  getting  a petition  for  the  same,  signed  by  the  President 
for  the  time  being,  and  that  those  gentlemen  be  ordered  to  pay  a 
due  regard  thereto.^ 

In  the  next  month,  September  1758,  Government  received  a 
petition  for  compensation  for  a mosque  pulled  down  and  for  ground 


1 Pub.  Diary  33  of  1759,  529  - 530.  * Pub.  Diary  33  of  1759,  526. 

5 Pub.  Diary  33  of  1769,  533.  “ Pub.  Diary  33  of  1769,  619, 

® Pub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  396. 
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to  be  used  for  a tank.  A Consultation,  the  26th  September  1758/ 
records  : Read  a petition  from  the  Moor  inhabitants  praying  payment 
of  the  valuation  of  their  mosque  lately  pulled  down  without  the 
Bazar  Gate,  likewise  that  an  additional  piece  of  groimd  may  be 
given  for  a tank  where  the  new  mosque  is  to  be  built.  The  new 
fortification  paymaster  reporting  that  he  some  time  since  offered 
them  as  well  as  other  people  whose  buildings  were  taken  down  a 
quarter  part  of  the  valuation  conformable  to  our  orders,  agreed 
that  the  offer  be  repeated,  but  no  more  at  present  allowed  them. 
We  do  not  see  any  occasion  for  acquiescing  in  their  request  for  an 
additional  piece  of  ground,  as  the  former  mosque  had  no  tank 
before  it ; and  that  many  of  their  mosques  are  built  without  any 
tank  in  front. ^ 

In  the  beginning  of  1760,  another  petition  was  received  when 
Government  observe  on  the  8th  January  1760  : Read  a petition 
from  the  Moor  inhabitants  of  this  place,  praying  that  the  full 
valuation  of  their  mosques  which  have  been  pulled  down  near; 
the  Bazar  Gate  may  be  paid  them,  that  they  may  build  them  in  a 
proper  place,  the  determining  on  which  is  deferred 

As  the  warehouses  near  the  bandar  were  appropriated  for  the 
use  of  the  Company’s  servants,  room  had  to  be  provided  for  the 
Company’s  goods.  In  their  letter  of  27th  February  1760  para  165, 
Government  write  to  the  Court : The  range  of  warehouses  in  the 
bandar  next  the  sea  being  altered  to  make  apartments  for  the 
covenanted  servants  and  warehouses  proper  for  keeping  woollen  goods 
being  wanted,  we  ordered  the  warehouse-keeper  to  hire  them  on 
the  lowest  terms  procurable.  He  reported  on  the  27th  November, 
that  two  large  warehouses  might  be  purchased  for  Rs.  4000  to  lodge: 
grain  adjoining  to  your  own  near  the  old  Mandvi  bastion.  Thinking 
that  they  may  sell  for  near  as  much  should  we  not  have  occasion 
to  keep  them  and  that  purchasing  them  wmuld  prove  far  more 
frugal  than  renting  any  at  the  high  rent  they  now  let  for,  we 
resolved  on  buying  them.  Mr.  Byfeld  also  represented  that  they 
might  serve  as  lodgments  for  troops  on  an  emergency.  W e therefore 
ordered  the  Principal  Engineer  to  prepare  them  in  such  manner  ae 
might  best  answer  that  end.^ 

In  the  same  letter,  paragraph  164,  Government  write : It  being 
necessary  to  remove  the  packing  screws  out  of  the  warehouse  in  the 
Bandar  to  lodge  some  arrack  tanks  therein  and  to  replace  the  screw 
without  the  bandar  gate,  a building  is  now  carrying  on  for  that 
purpose.^ 


» Pub.  Diary  31  of  1758,  432-4.33.  = pjary  34  of  1760,  19. 

5 Pub.  Diary  33  of  1759,  702.  Public  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  7 of  1760,  63-64. 
The  warehouses  converted  into  Civilians’  quai’ters  are  the  present  Custom  House 
buildings.  After  the  conversion  they  seem  to  have  been  named  the  New  House, 
On  20th  June  1760  (Pub.  Diary  34  of  1760,  468)  Govind  Shivrdmpant  an  officer  ol 
Nfina  that  is  Peshwa  BalAji  Bftjirao  (1740,-1761)  had  a meeting  with  the  PresidenI 
and  Council  at  the  Company’s  New  House. 

^ Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  7 of  1760,  63. 
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A month  later  they  further  intimate,  4th  April  1760,  para.  33  : 
Finding  that  the  building  intended  for  removing  the  packing 
screws  to,  might  be  converted  into  two  very  good  and  commodious 
warehouses  at  an  easy  charge  and  thereby  save  your  tionours  a 
considerable  sum  monthly  paid  for  warehouse  rent,  we  have  given 
directions  for  that  purpose  and  that  another  place  may  be  pitched  on 
for  fixing  the  screws  at  a cheap  rate.^ 

Letter  from  the  principal  engineer  Major  Mace  to  the  President, 
llth  April  1760  : On  my  arrival  here  1 found  a number  of  houses 
had  been  levelled  and  trees  cut  down  before  the  north  end  of  the 
town  at  about  400  yards  from  the  town  walls  to  secure  a free  opening 
round  them  and  to  prevent  an  enemy’s  turning  those  houses  and 
walls  to  the  disadvantage  of  this  place,  should  it  ever  be  attacked. 

; There  yet  remain  many  houses  within  that  same  space  and  some  to 
the  very  crest  of  the  glacis  now  forming.  Some  of  those  houses, 
as  I am  informed,  were  not  valued  when  the  others  were,  though 
several  are  pulled  down  which  stood  farther  off.  The  bad  conse- 
quences that  must  arise  from  the  vicinity  of  those  houses,  should 
this  place  be  insulted  by  an  enemy,  are  in  my  humble  opinion  such 
• as  make  it  absolutely  necessary  that  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  in 
having  them  all  levelled  to  the  ground.  As  the  owners  or  inhabitants 
'of  them  either  plead  their  not  being  yet  valued  or  the  want  of 
i ground  whereon  to  remove,  your  Honour  will,  I hope,  be  pleased 
to  take  this  matter  into  consideration  and  honour  me  with  your 
commands  that  I may  be  enabled  speedily  to  remove  so  dangerous 
an  evil.^ 

At  a Consultation  on  the  llth  April  1760  the  above  letter  is 
'read  and  the  new  fortification  paymaster  is  ordered  immediately  to 
make  an  estimate  of  the  expense  which  will  be  incurred  by  pulling- 
down  the  houses.  At  the  same  time  Messrs.  Hornby  and  Holford 
are  appointed  a committee  jointly  with  the  principal  engineer  for 
pitching  on  a proper  place  whereon  to  rebuild  the  said  houses  and 
buildings.-^ 

At  a Consultation  on  the  15th  May  1760,  on  Messrs.  Hornby  and 
Holford  delivering  a valuation  of  the  charge  which  wdll  be  incurred 
by  pulling  down  several  houses  without  the  town  wall  and  rebuild- 
ing them  at  a proper  distance  conformable  to  the  order  of  the  llth 
ultimo,  the  new  fortification  paymaster  is  ordered  to  discharge 
the  amount  being  Rs.  2556-3-68.^ 

At  a Consultation  on  the  5th  August  1760,  read  a petition 
signed  by  twenty  of  the  inhabitants  whose  houses  are  ordered  to  be 
pulled  down,  setting  forth  that  they  are  willing  to  comply  therewith 
but  cannot  procure  ground  to  rebuild  them  in  a proper  place,  and 
praying  that  the  fazandars  may  be  obliged  to  assign  them  ground  on 
their  paying  the  common  rent  and  the  valuation  of  any  of  the  trees 


Chapter 

Fortifications 
and  Bnldings. 


Houses  to  be 
Fulled  Down, 
1760. 


^ Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  7 of  1760,  131. 

2 Pub.  Diary  34  of  1760,  278-279.  ^ Pub.  Diary  34  of  1760,  272. 

^ Pub.  Diary  34  of  1760,  367  - 368. 
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that  it  may  be  necessary  to  pull  down  on  that  account.  The  Honour- 
able Company’s  ground  being  all  occupied  we  think  it  proper  that  the 
fazandars  should  be  obliged  to  part  with  what  spare  ground  may  be 
wanted  for  this  purpose  on  reasonable  terms  that  the  inhabitants  may 
not  be  driven  to  quit  the  island.  The  Collector  and  the  principal 
engineer  are  therefore  ordered  to  settle  this  affair  between  the  parties 
concerned  in  the  most  equitable  manner.^ 

At  a Consultation,  the  2nd  September  1760,  the  new  fortificatior 
paymaster  laying  before  the  Board  a list  of  the  valuation  of  such 
houses  as  have  been  lately  pulled  down,  amounting  to  Bs.  4043-.3-71, 
he  is  directed  to  discharge  such  part  of  the  whole  as  belongs  to  the 
poorer  inhabitants  and  without  further  order  to  proceed  in  paying  foi 
any  houses  which  may  be  pulled  down,  the  valuation  whereof  does 
not  exceed  Rs.  200  each.^ 

On  the  subject  of  the  Bombay  fortifications,  in  their  letter  of  the. 
25th  April  1760,  para  97,  the  Directors  write  : The  description  of 
the  additional  fortifications  and  new  works  intended  at  Bombay  shows\ 
that  you  are  putting  us  to  a prodigious  expense.  Further,  many  of  these- 
works  appear  superluous  and  unnecessary,  particularly  the  wall  carried 
across  the  island  and  batteries  erected  in  different  parts.  Our  orders 
were  for  Mr.  Mace  to  survey  the  fortifications  and  transmit  us  his 
opinion  of  them  when  we  would  give  such  directions  as  to  us  should 
appear  proper  and  necessary  ; yet  whatever  was  immediately  required 
for  the  security  of  the  island  might  be  performed.  We  therefore 
approve  of  pulling  down  the  high  buildings  of  the  fort  house,  raising 
batteries  towards  the  sea  for  protection  of  the  castle  and  fortifying 
your  piers,  because  all  these  are  works  that  will  admit  of  no  delay, 
But  your  wall  and  other  outworks  begun  and  carried  on  without  om 
permission  we  deem  an  absolute  breach  of  orders.  For  these  ther( 
could  be  no  immediate  necessity.  Even  Mr.  De  Funck,  so  loudly  com 
plained  of  for  expensiveness,  which  you  have  already  more  than  doubled 
could  never  be  brought  into  such  measures.  F lom  the  Indian  powen 
it  was  generally  allowed  you  had  little  to  fear ; against  an  Europeai 
enemy  some  precautions  were  necessary,  and  strengthening  the  castk 
and  fortifying  the  harbour  were  wise  and  judicious  steps.  The  propei 
securing  of  these  was  all  you  ought  to  have  done ; seeing  that  the  towi 
wall  was  always  too  large  for  your  usual  garrison  to  defend,  th( 
multiplying  of  walls  and  detached  distant  batteries  must  surely  b( 
highly  absurd.  If  ever  an  enemy  should  land,  prudence  will  direct  youi 
drawing  away  your  people  to  the  defence  of  your  capital,  else  they  ma) 
be  cut  off  from  a retreat,  and  you  from  such  a misfortune  be  unable  t( 
hold  out.  A recent  instance  of  this  misconduct  offers  at  Cuddalor{ 
(in  Madras).  Again,  whilst  in  one  part  you  are  spending  immense  sum 
for  defence,  in  another  of  infinite  consequence  you  are  suffering  sucl 
obstructions  to  be  raised  as  may  prove  fatal  to  the  place.  In  al 
garrisons  the  fort  ought  to  have  no  buildings  to  impede  the  guns  o 
shelter  an  enemy.  Calcutta  through  this  weakness  became  an  easy 
conquest.  And,  although  this  is  notoriously  known,  yet  you  have  lateb 


’ Pub,  Diary  S5  of  1760,  591. 


^ Pub.  Diary  35  of  1760,  664. 
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permitted  (but  never  before  attempted)  large  and  lofty  houses  to  be 
;3uilt  betwixt  the  church  and  the  fort^  with  several  others  contiguous, 
ind  thus  your  fortihcations  which  had  a considerable  space  for  its  guns 
)ne  way,  is  almost  blocked  up  on  all  sides,  an  evil  w^e  are  determined 
;o  remove,  and  therefore  positively  order  all  such  buildings  to  be 
immediately  razed.  Nor  shall  you  ever  suffer  any  house  to  be  erected, 
Out  with  the  approbation  in  writing  of  the  engineer  or  gunner 
(dgnifying'  that  it  can  in  no  shape  detriment  the  Castle.^ 

- At  a Consultation,  the  20th  November  1761,  the  Collector 
rjrepresenting  that  several  people  have  petitioned  for  permission  to 
rebuild  their  houses  within  600  yards  of  the  town  wall,  and  desiring 
die  Board’s  order  thereon,  he  with  Mr,  Hornby  and  Holford  are 
c[ippointed  a committee  to  inquire  into  the  matter  and  to  make  a report 
! thereof  to  us  after  examining  the  several  orders  which  have  been  issued 
)n  this  head  since  the  commencement  of  the  new  works.  They  must 
:)dso  take  into  consideration  the  occupying  the  waste  ground  where 
die  trees  were  cut  from  Dongri  to  Back  Bay,  application  having  been 
xnade  to  build  houses  thereon.^ 

At  a Consultation,  the  15th  December  1761,  read  the  following 
report  from  the  above  mentioned  committee  : In  obedience  to  your 
('Honour'’ s commands  under  the  20th  ultimo  we  met  to  consider  the 
ppplication  made  by  several  people  for  permission  to  rebuild  their 
mouses  within  600  yards  of  the  town  wall.  Having  examined  all 
» Orders  that  have  been  issued  on  that  head  since  the  commencement  of 
die  new  works  we  find  a publication  was  issued  in  November  1759 
ciroliibitiiig  all  persons  erecting  or  rebuilding  the  houses  or  planting 
nmuiig  cocoanut  trees  wdthin  the  space  of  600  yards  round  the  towui 
jliteh.  This  publication  we  judge  must  have  been  issued  inconsequence 
1 )f  Engineer  De  Funck  representing  the  necessity  of  clearing  away 
■phat  space  for  an  esplanade.  But  w^heii  in  March  1760  the  projirietors 
M the  houses  situate  within  600  yards  which  wmre  burnt  downi  in  the 
dear  1757  petitioned  to  rebuild  their  houses,  the  late  engdiieer  Major 
Alace  must  have  thought  it  no  impediment  to  the  fortifications, 
.otherwise  he  would  not  have  acquiesced  in  their  rebuilding  their  houses, 
-t  is  plain  Alajor  Mace  did  acquiesce  from  the  reports  sent  in  by  him 
,jO  the  Collector  in  April  following  of  the  measurement  of  each 
oroprietorN  ground.  We  cannot  find  he  had  any  public  order  for  so 
doing.  To  be  fuller  satisfied  on  this  head  we  sent  for  the  present  clerk  of 
ihe  works  wFo  imagines  that  Mr.  De  FunclCs  design  was  first  and  imme- 
diately to  clear  away  as  far  as  400  yards  and  that  whenever  the  houses 
or  oarts  between  that  space  and  600  yards  fell  to  decay,  not  to  suffer 
hem  to  be  rebuilt.  As  to  Major  Mace  permitting  the  inhabitants  of  the 
idoresaid  burnt  houses  to  rebuild  on  the  same  spot  he  cannot  pretend 
■0  account  for  his  reasons  for  so  doing.  At  the  same  time  he  thinks 
fiat  tlie  distance  of  500  yards  will  be  sufficient  for  an  esplanade  and 
hat  the  houses  comprehended  within  that  distance  should  not  be 
ebuilt  when  they  fall  to  decay.  From  all  this  your  Flonour  will 


^ Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  5 of  1767  - 1761,  268  - 269.  Comp,  of  Standicg  Ord, 
'Vol  2 of  1759-  1788,  189.  ^ Pub.  Diary  37  of  1761,  733  - 734. 
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be  pleased  to  determine  what  is  to  be  done.  We  beg  leave  tc 
recommend  that  proper  boundaries  may  be  fixed  at  the  distance 
of  the  intended  esplanade.  With  regard  to  the  waste  ground 
cleared  away  for  the  line  of  communication  we  sent  for  the  old 
proprietors.  Only  two  of  them  accepted  the  oarts  offered  them  ir. 
truck,  namely  Manoel  Baretto  and  Govindji.  The  others  made 
the  following  proposals  : to  keep  the  three  oarts  at  Mahim  which 
were  offered  them  in  truck  although  they  barely  pay  the  labour 
and  charge  of  manuring  them  and  to  take  their  respective  grounds 
in  the  line  on  the  new  establishment.  By  this  proposal  the  Honour-’ 
able  Company  will  reap  as  much  advantage  for  the  first  ten  years  as 
if  they  kept  the  three  oarts  at  Mahim  in  their  own  hands  and  the 
proprietors  of  the  waste  ground  were  to  be  put  in  possession  of  that 
ground  on  the  terms  they  held  it  before.  For  the  pension  by  the 
new  establishment  amounts  to  three  times  as  much  as  by  the  old,  and' 
after  ten  years  the  advantage  will  be  greatly  in  favour  of  the 
Company  as  the  pension  will  increase  to  six  times  the  old  establish-L 
ment.  Besides  the  property  of  the  ground  will  always  remain  the. 
Company’s.  Application  having  teen  made  by  several  distressed 
inhabitants  of  this  island  for  ground  to  build  houses  on  and  the 
clerk  of  the  works  assuring  us  the  aforesaid  waste  ground  was  weL 
situated  for  that  purpose,  your  Honour  will  please  to  order  which 
you  judge  proper,  returning  the  ground  to  the  old  proprietors 
on  the  terms  proposed  or  granting  the  same  to  those  who  want  tc; 
build  houses  thereon  on  the  same  rent  as  is  paid  for  ground  within 
the  town  wall.  This  last  will  turn  to  somewhat  more  advantage: 
to  the  Honourable  Company  than  returning  the  ground  to  the  old 
proprietors  and  will  also  be  of  great  ease  to  several  distressed  inha-; 
bitants.  On  the  other  hand,  we  beg  leave  to  observe  the  building  of 
houses  will  be  of  great  prejudice  to  the  old  proprietors  as  their  oartr 
are  now  divided  in  two  by  the  line  and  will  require  two  wheeh 
where  one  used  to  serve.  Building  houses  will  moreover  create  end 
less  disputes  between  the  old  proprietors  and  the  householders.  The 
waste  ground  formerly  belonging  to  Manoel  Baretto  and  Govindj:! 
in  the  line  for  which  they  have  received  oarts  in  truck  as  also  £ 
small  spot  belonging  to  the  Honourable  Company  may  either  be, 
cultivated  again  or  let  out  to  build  on  as  your  Honour  maj 
think  proper.^ 

At  a Consultation  on  the  29th  December  1761,  the  Board  aftei 
reperusing  the  above  report  agreed  that  the  waste  ground  at  the 
line  of  communication  between  Dongri  and  Back  Bay  be  let  out  foi 
the  rebuilding  of  houses  on  the  same  terms  as  ground  is  let  within  the 
wall,  namely  11  res  the  square  yard.  In  building,  the  inhabitant! 
must  be  governed  by  such  plan  as  the  engineer  may  lay  down  anc 
the  old  proprietors  of  the  ground  must  have  the  preference  of  any 
others  who  may  be  desirous  of  building  there. ^ 

Begarding  the  provision  made  for  the  unhoused  inhabitants,  ir. 
their  letter  of  the  16th  April  1762,  para  83,  the  Court  write  : 


1 Pub.  Diary  37  of  1761,  773  - 774. 


2 Pub.  Diary  37  of  1761,  803. 
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approve  of  the  method  you  have  taken  to  accommodate  the  useful 
: inhabitants  of  Bombay  wdth  grounds  to  build  upon  in  the  room  of 
I what  was  necessary  to  be  taken  from  them,  being  agreeable  to  our 
former  ordersd 

At  a Consultation  of  the  6th  July  1762  the  Br)ard  decide  that  as 
' many  of  the  inhabitants  whose  houses  have  been  long  pulled  dowm 
to  make  an  esplanade  represent  the  hardship  of  their  not  being  paid 
I the  valuation  and  request  us  to  take  the  same  into  consideration, 
ithe  paymaster  is  ordered  to  pay  all  such  claims  as  do  not  exceed 
H Es.  400.2 

Eegarding  house  accommodation  for  Rear  Admiral  Cornish  in  their 
iletter  of  10th  April  1762,  para  157,  Government  write  to  the  Court : 

1 1 On  the  25  th  August  the  President  laid  before  us  a letter  he  had  re- 
i'ceived  from  Rear  Admiral  Cornish  setting  forth  the  disagreeableness  of 
;;ithe  house  allotted  for  his  residence  which  from  its  low  situation  in  that, 
!j  rainy  season  affected  his  health,  and  pointing  out  a house  belonging  to^ 
lIMi*.  Charles  Whitehill  at  that  time  to  be  let  as,  from  its  commanding  a 

0 view  of  the  harbour,  being  well  calculated  for  a commanding  ofhceCs 
-/residence.  We  wrote  to  Mr.  Whitehill  to  know  the  terms  on  which 
ihe  would  part  with  the  house.  He  submitted  his  terms  to  us  when  we 
■^agreed  to  allow  him  Rs.  350  a month  for  two  years  certain  and  to  give 
;ithe  house  such  trifling  repairs  as  it  might  require  during  that  interval. 

[ ; Upon  calculating  the  rent  he  received  for  tbo'  warehouses  alone  we 

1 thought  this  a very  reasonable-  offer.  Copies  of  the  AdmiraPs  andi 
IMr.  WhitehilPs  letters  on  this  occasion  are  in  the  packet  and  we  hope 
oyour  Honours  will  approve  this  step.^ 

Referring  to  the  above  in  their  letter  of  6th  April  1763,  para  81, 
a the  Court  write  to  Bombay  : The  house  hired  of  Mr.  Charles  White- 
1 hill  for  the  accommodation  and  convenience  of  Rear  Admiral  Cornish 
9 we  cannot  but  think  a pretty  dear  one  at  Rs.  350  a month',  notwith- 
n standing  the  addition  of  warehouses  belonging  to  it,  especially  when  we 
i(  consider  that  the  keeping  it  in  repair  for  two  years  and  allowing 
IMr.  Whitehill  another  house  in  its  stead  are  parts  of  the  agreement. 
We  shall  make  no  further  remarks  on  this  transaction  until  we  have  a 
[]  full  and  particular  account  from  you  of  the  several  sums  of  money  which 
f have  been  laid  out  in  repairs  whitewashing  and  the  like  to  the  time  of 
/its  being  delivered  back  to  Mr.  MThitehilh  This  account  you  are  to 
- send  us  by  the  first  opportunity  for  our  notice.^ 

Regarding  repairs  to  the  PresidenUs  house  in  their  letter  of  the  20th 
:]May  1763,  para  136,  Government  write  to  the  Court;  Ihe  beams  of 
;ithe  upper  part  of' the  Presidents  house  being  sprung  in  so  much  that  it 
'i  was  obliged  to  be  supported  with  stanchions,  we  on  the  14th  of  December 
/ ordered  the  sub-engineer  to  survey  and  make  a report^  to  us  of  its 
'Condition  and  the  expense  which  would  be  incurred  by  repairing  it.  He 
i.made  his  report  on  the  18th  January  and  delivered  a model  of  a loof  of 


^Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  6 of  176‘2  -1764,42. 

2 Pub.  Diary  38  of  1762,  376. 

3 Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  9 of  1762,  63. 
■^Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  6 of  1762-1764,207. 
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a strong-  durable  construction  and  an  estimate  of  what  it  would  cosh 
amounting  to  Its.  5006.  As  the  upper  part  of  the  house  in  its  then 
situation  was  quite  uninhabitable^  we  ordered  the  repairs  to  be  completed 
as  soon  as  possible.^ 

Regarding  accommodation  for  the  Secretary's  and  accountants 
offices^  on  the  10th  April  1762,  para  165,  Government  wrote  to  the 
Court : As  your  Honours  are  paying  a heavy  rent  for  warehouses  for 
carrying  on  the  business  of  the  Secretary’s  and  accountants  offieesp 
and  as  we  have  experiened  from  their  situation  that  the  public  books- 
and  pajDers  are  subject  to  great  damage  which  may  in  time  deprive  us 
of  our  most  valuable  records,  we  are  induced  to  request  your  Honours’- 
permissioii  for  purchasing  or  building  such  a house  on  your  account 
as  will  obviate  the  charges  and  inconveniences  above  mentioned  and  we. 
shall  at  the  same  time  pay  due  attention  that  other  savings  may  accrue; 
in  the  article  of  warehouse  rent,,^ 

In  reply  to  the  above  letter  on  6th  April  1763,  para  86,  the  Court 
wu’ite  ; We  certainly  expect  that  all  proper  care  shall  be  taken  of  our 
books,  papers,  and  records  ; and  i£  the  warehouses  now  hired  for  carry-' 
ing  on  the  business  of  the  Secretary^  and  accountants  offices  are 
inconvenient  and  the  papers  liable  to  damage,  you  may  embrace  the 
first  opportunity  of  purchasing  a house  for  the  purpose,  provided  you 
can  get  one  on  reasonable  terms  every  way  fit  for  the  occasion,  and  you 
may  fit  it  up  properly  in  a plain  but  not  expensive  manner.^ 

With  a view  to  provide  proper  accommodation  for  Government 
records  in  their  letter  of  25th  March  1764,  para  99,  Government  write 
to  the  Court  : It  being  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation  oi 
our  records  to  remove  the  public  offices,  we  shall  shortly  take  intc. 
consideration  the  expediency  of  building  or  purchasing  a proper  houses 
for  that  purpose.  But  if  building  should  be  determined  on  we  fear  i1 . 
will  be  necessary  to  move  the  records  somewhere  till  the  house  is  finishec: 
as  many  of  the  books  and  papers  are  already  greatly  damaged  by  the. 
improper  construction  of  the  effices  now  occupied.^ 

On  the  subject  of  room  for  the  Secretary  and  accountants  offices  2 
Consultation,  the  22nd  May  1764,  records  : Read  a letter  from  the. 
Secretary  and  accountant  representing  the  inconveniences  they  ex].ieri- 
ence  in  carrying  on  the  business  of  their  respective  offices  from  the. 
improper  construction  of  the  places  they  now  occupy  for  that  j^urpose-. 
and  setting  forth  the  necessity  of  either  building  or  purchasing  houses 
properly  adapted  for  their  use.  This  letter  being  maturely  considered  ii 
is  observed  that  our  Honourable  Masters  are  at  present  subject  to  a ver} 
extraordinary  expense  of  a warehouse  rent  which  might  be  saved  i\ 
proper  warehouses  were  built  and  which  in  the  end  we  apprehend  would 
turn  out  much  cheaper.  As  we  are  thoroughly  satisfied  in  the  justness' 
and  necessity  of  the  rejoresentations  of  the  Secretary  and  accountant 
ordered  that  the  engineer  prepare  a plan  of  a house  for  the  publk 


^ Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Ab:)l.  10  of  1763,  94.  Pub.  Diary  40  of  1763,  40. 
2 Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  9 of  1763,  66. 

^ Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  6 of  1762-  1764,  209.  ' 

^ Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  11  of  1764,  67- 
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i offices  and  for  tlie  several  wareliouses  and  apartments  tliat  may  be 
-necessary  for  the  several  branches  of  our  Honourable  Masters'’  business. 
'This  with  a calculate  of  what  it  may  cost,  must  be  laid  before  us  when 
‘we  shall  come  to  a determination  regarding  it.  But  as  the  near  approach 
of  the  rainy  season  renders  it  absolutely  necessary  to  move  the  j^ublic 
offices  and  the  house  in  which  the  admirals,  captains,  and  masters  of  His 
!iMajesty'’s  ships  have  lately  lived  being  now  vacant  by  the  departure  of 
Jail  the  naval  officers,  agreed  that  it  be  appropriated  to  this  use  until 
V another  house  is  either  built  or  purchased.^ 

: Mr.  Werner  accordingly  submits  the  required  plan  on  which  at  their 

i Consultation,  the  18th  June  1764,  the  Board  observe:  Mr.  Werner 
'.has  delivered  in  a plan  of  the  building  proposed  to  be  erected  for  the 
1 public  offices  and  the  military  and  general  stores  together  with  a 
calculate  of  the  expense  which  will  thereby  be  incurred  amounting  to 
^ Bs.  1,03,833.  As  this  is  so  large  a sum  and  we  may  shortly  expect  to 
'ihave  some  orders  from  our  Honorable  Masters  relative  thereto,  it  is 
r-'f  resolved  to  defer  putting  the  same  into  execution  for  some  time  longer.® 

Towards  the  close  of  the  same  year,  1764,  in  their  letter  of  14th 
' December,  para  98,  Government  Avrite  to  the  Court : In  the  99th  para 
; of  our  address  per  Speaker  your  Honours  were  advised  of  our  intentions 
( to  remove  the  public  offices  and  on  the  22nd  May  the  Secretary  and 
accountant  addressed  us  a letter  representing  the  absolute  necessity 
)i  there  AA^as  for  coming  to  some  speedy  resolution  in  respect  thereto, 
ult  Avas  then  observed  that  your  Honours  Avere  subject  to  a very  heavy 
'1  expense  of  Avarehouse  rent  which  might  be  saved  by  building  proper 
r warehouses  and  which  in  the  end  Ave  imagined  would  turn  out  cheaper, 
r;.  As  Ave  Avere  thoroughly  satisfied  in  the  justness  of  the  rej^resentation  of 
>i  the  Secretary  and  accountant  we  ordered  Captain  'Werner  to  prep)are  a 
:1  plan  of  a house  for  the  public  offices  and  for  the  several  warehouses  and 
q apartments  that  might  be  necessary  for  the  several  branches  of  your 

! Honours'’  business  and  to  lay  the  same  before  us  with  a calculate  of  the 
expense.  But  as  the  near  approach  of  the  rainy  season  rendered  it  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  move  the  |)ublic  offices,  and  as  the  house  in  which 
the  admiral  or  captains  of  His  Majesty^s  ships  had  for  sometime  lived 
I Avas  then  vacant,  Ave  determined  to  approjwiate  the  same  to  this  use 
I until  another  house  could  be  built.  On  the  19th  June  Captain  Werner 
I delivered  in  the  qtlan  and  estimate  required  amounting  to  Bs.  1,03,833. 
I But  as  that  was  so  large  a sum  and  Ave  expected  to  receive  some  further 
I directions  from  your  Honours  on  this  subject,  Ave  agreed  to  defer  the 
I question  for  some  time  longer.  On  the  arrival  of  the  ships  of  this 
I season,  as  no  such  orders  were  received,  Ave  on  the  15th  October  took  the 
: matter  ao-ain  into  consideration.  It  Avas  then  observed  that  the  house 
' Avhere  the  offices  Avere  kept  Avould  ansAver  the  purpose  very  Avell  and 
I Avould  probably  be  purchased  much  cheaper  than  one  could  be  built.  And 
as  in  your  commands  of  the  6th  April  1763,  your  Honours  are  pleased  to 
give  us  a latitude  of  either  building  or  purchasing,  Ave  ordered  a 
I Committee  to  survey  the  house  and  to  report  how  it  Avould  answer  the 

- * - ' " ....... — - ■ ■ - ■ — — ■■  ■ — — — ■ ■ 

i Pub,  Diary  42  of  1764,  325.  2 Diary  42  of  1764,  367. 
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purpose  and  what  in  their  opinion  should  be  given  for  it.  This  they 
did  on  the  23rd  October  and  the  clerk  of  the  works,  master  builder,  and 
others  whom  the  committee  called  upon  to  value  it  having  estimated 
it  at  Bs.  4 5,0('0  the  interest  of  which  sum  was  much  less  than  the 
rent  we  paid  for  it,  and,  as  it  is  really  and  essentially  necessary  your 
Honours  should  have  a house  of  your  own  for  the  public  offices,  and  we  are 
sensible  one  so  well  calculated  for  the  [)urpose  could  not  be  built  under 
a long  time  and  for  a much  larger  sum  than  the  above,  w*e  agreed  to 
purchase  it  as  also  one  adjoining  it  for  Us.  60,000.  Both  houses  ■ 
too'ether  are  sufficient  for  all  the  different  branches  of  your  Honours^ 
business  except  the  marine.  The  purchase  is  a considerable  saving  as  > 
jmur  Honours  will  please  to  perceive  by  the  report  entered  on  our 
diary  under  the  20th  ultimo  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examiue 
the  second  house.  As  we  know  these  buildings  cost  much  more  than  the 
price  paid  and  that  erecting  a house  to  answer  all  the  purposes  these  . 
houses  will  answer  would  have  been  much  more  expensive,  we  flatter  r 
ourselves  you  will  approve  of  our  having  purchased  them  and  be  ^ 
persuaded  that  nothing  but  a regard  to  your  Honours'  interest  induced 
us  to  take  this  step.^ 

Before  the  above  letter  of  December  reached  the  Court,  in  reply  to . 
the  previous  Bombay  letter  of  March  1764  the  Court  in  their  letter  of 
22nd  March  1765,  para  119,  write:  In  para  99  of  your  letter  of  the. 
25ih  March  1764,  you  represent  the  absolute  necessity  of  a house  for 
keeping  the  records  for  want  of  which  they  have  received  damage.  ■ 
We  should  rather  choose  to  purchase  than  build  a house  for  this> 
purpose  and  permit  of  your  looking  out  for  sueh  a one  on  our  account  ■ 
when  a favourable  opportunity  offers,  but  for  greater  security  we  wish 
you  could  find  some  convenient  place  for  this  purpose  in  the  Castle  which 
we  therefore  recommend  to  your  further  consideration.^ 


Kea^rding  house  accommodation  for  the  Company's  writers,  in  their 
letter^f  25th  April  1765,  para  63,  Government  write  to  the  Court  : 
On  the  2nd  instant  the  several  writers  living  in  the  Castle  addressed  us 
a letter,  as  entered  on  our  proceedings  under  that  date,  wffierem  they 
strenuously  set  forth  the  very  bad  condition  of  their  apartments  by 
which  their  health  was  liable  to  be  much  impaired.  We  being  sen- 
sible of  the  justness  of  their  representation,  though  we  had  no  other 
apartments  in  which  they  could  be  properly  accommodated,  agreed  to 
make  them  an  allowance  of  Rs.  10  a month  for  house  rent  which  we 
hope  your  Honours  will  approve.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  19th  February  1765,  the  Collector  lays  ^ 
before  the  Board  a petition  to  him  from  a proprietor  of  the  oart  cut 
down  in  1759,  praying  that  one  of  the  Honourable  Company’s  oarts  ' 
may  be  c^iven  her ‘in  lieu  of  it.  As  compliance  with  this  request. - 
will  draw  on  others  of  the  like  kind,  as  there  are  many  who  want 
oarts  instead  of  the  full  amount  of  their  valuation  in  money,  ordered 
that  a publication  be  immediately  issued  requiring  all  persons  who 


1 Pub.  Diary  43  of  1764,  591,  606. 

nrf;  3 pnb  Deu  Court  s Letters  Vol.  7 of  l/65-l/6o,  38. 

® PuKDep.  Let.  to  the  Cowart  Vol.  12  of  1705,  47  • 48,  Pub.  Diary  44  of  1765.  204, 
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have  any  demands  of  this  nature  to  give  in  the  same  to  the 
Collector  within  21  days  from  this  dated 

At  a Consultation  of  the  6th  June  1766,  the  Board  read  the 
following  letter  from  the  Collector  to  the  President  and  Council, 
iidated  5th  June  1766  : Agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  Board  for 
enquiry  into  the  petitions  made  by  the  proprietors  of  the  oarts 
imut  down  in  the  year  1758  for  clearing  a space  where  the  late 
.5, engineer  Mr.  Mace  intended  carrying  his  line  of  communication 
(jfrom  Dongri  to  Back  Bay,  as  well  as  of  certain  oarts  cut  in  August 
^'1759  for  forming  an  esplanade  adjacent  to  the  works  at  the  Apollo 
( Gate,  I have  the  honour  to  report  as  follows  : For  the  service  of 
jithe  intended  line  of  communication  parts  of  ten  oarts  were  cut  down 
•land  truck  from  the  Honourable  Company’s  oarts  at  Mahim  directed 
< to  be  tendered  the  proprietors  in  lieu  thereof.  Three  of  the  Mahim 
r marts  the  proprietors  accepted,  the  other  four  oarts  intended  as  an 
jjequivalent  for  the  seven  remaining  have  been  rejected  by  the  pro- 
i:prietors  as  in  no  shape  adequate  to  those  taken  by  the  Honourable 
(.  Company.  This  is  particularly  set  forth  in  the  several  petitions 
). accompanying  this  address.  From  the  report  of  the  Bombay  and 
d'Mdhim  vereadores  the  difference  in  the  valuation  both  of  the 
X oarts  cut  down  and  of  those  tendered  in  truck  by  the  Honourable 
0 Company  amount  to  Rs.  461 IJ  loss  to  the  private  proprietors, 
xin  August  1759  five  oarts  belonging  to  different  inhabitants  stand- 
ing without  the  Apollo  Gate  were  ordered  to  be  cut  down  and 
)i their  valuation  calculated  at  that  time  agreeable  to  the  old 
t establishment  was  at  Rs.  4 for  the  first  sort  of  trees,  and  so  in 
r proportion.  This  valuation  amounting  to  Rs.  1713  was  ordered  to 
xbe  made  good  to  them  by  the  paymaster  of  the  new  works.  But 
jjthe  proprietors  refused  to  accept  the  same,  alleging  that  the  valua- 
ction  was  in  no  shape  equal  to  their  intrinsic  value.  They  likewise 
:-requested  that  they  might  be  indulged  with  other  oarts  of  the 
:>  Honourable  Company’s  in  truck  for  such  of  theirs  as  were  cut  down 
if  or  the  public  service,  and  which  from  the  late  valuation  of  their 
f intrinsic  value  appears  to  amount  to  Rs.  8566^.  The  difference  of 
xthe  valuation  of  the  oarts  agreeable  to  the  old  establishment  as 
^practised  by  the  vereadores  both  of  Bombay  and  Mahim,  when 
^directed  to  examine  any  oarts  or  grounds  on  behalf  of  the  Honourable 
(Company,  and  the  real  or  intrinsic  value  proceeds  from  certain 
irates  having  formerly  been  fixed  on  the  establishment  of  the  Bank 
flwhen  any  oarts  or  grounds  were  tendered  as  security  for  money 
Ifcaken  thereout  and  for  which  such  oarts  or  grounds  became  answer- 
s able  by  mortgage.  But  as  of  late  years  the  price  of  cocoanuts  has 
» greatly  increased,  it  has  also  occasioned  the  value  of  oarts  on  Bombay 
and  Mahim  to  rise  in  proportion.  By  that  means  the  present  valua- 
tion differs  greatly  from  the  valuation  according  to  the  old 
lestablishment,  which  is  seldom  used  excepting  when  a particular 
(Security  is  demanded  as  in  loans  to  the  black  inhabitants  from  the 
^Honourable  Company’s  Bank.  Great  attention  is  also  paid  to  the 
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situation  of  oarts  both  in  respect  to  the  ground  as  well  as  to  the  water 
necessary  for  cultivating  the  trees.  This  from  the  report  of  the 
Mahim  vereadores  coincides  with  the  reasons  alleged  by  the  propriety  ■ 
ors  for  not  accepting  in  truck  those  tendered  them  by  the  Honourable 
Company.  In  respect  to  the  four  vacant  spots  of  ground  taken  into 
the  glacis  and  covered  way  near  the  Bazar  Gate  the  proprietors  are 
very  willing  to  accept  such  waste  ground  as  may  be  allowed  them  i 
by  the  Honourable  Company  in  proportion  to  the  present  valuation  . 
made  by  the  vereadores.^ 

After  discussion  the  Board  resolve  that  it  seems  evident  the 
proprietors  of  the  oarts  cut  down  in  1758  and  1759  must  be  con- 
siderable sufferers,  if  their  trees  are  paid  for  only  at  the  valuation 
of  the  old  establishment.  As  we  cannot  by  any  means  think  of 
imposing  so  great  a hardship  upon  them,  it  is  agreed  to  pay  for  • 
the  oarts  at  their  present  intrinsic  value  and  to  allow  the  pro- 
prietors since  the  time  they  were  cut  what  oarts  at  present  are 
generally  estimated  to  produce,  namely  five  per  cent  a year.^ 

In  their  letter  of  the  19th  February  1766,  paragraph  113,  Govern- 
ment write  to  the  Court : The  Grand  J ury  at  the  last  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace  having  represented  that  a retaining  wall  was 
absolutely  necessary  at  the  washermans  tank  to  preserve  the  main  road 
which  otherwise  wms  in  danger  of  being  entirely  washed  away,  we 
agreed  to  build  the  same  and  to  repair  the  roads  in  general  upon  the 
island  as  the  heavy  assessments  already  laid  upon  the  county  and 
which  are  barely  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  will  not  admit  of  any 
more  being  laid  on  and  the  badness  of  the  roads  is  chiefly  occasioned  by 
your  Honour^  s carts  bringing  stones  and  ehunam  from  Byculla  for  the  ! 
use  of  the  fortifications.^ 

The  principal  engineer  having  represented  the  necessity  of  pulling  • 
dowm  some  parts  of  the  fort  house  the  Board  ordered  the  land  paymaster 
to  comply  therewith  as  it  would  in  all  probability  have  fallen  in 
during  the  ensuing  rainy  season.^ 

Begarding  the  purchase  of  new  houses  for  offices  and  marine  stores 
in  their  letter  of  19th  February  1766,  paragraph  115,  Government 
write  to  the  Court  : Mr.  George  England  on  the  31st  December  made 
us  a tender  of  the  house  and  back  apartments  adjoining  to  the  marine 
house  with  the  warehouses  underneath  on  both  sides  of  the  compound  for 
Bs.  25,000.  Being  of  opinion  these  buildings  should  belong  to  your 
Honours  not  only  from  their  being  so  very  contiguous  to  the  marine 
house  but  from  the  convenience  of  their  situation  for  carrying  on  the 
different  branches  of  the  marine  business  and  lodging  the  stores,  we 
appointed  Messrs.  Price  and  Boddam  with  the  master  attendant  to  survey 
the  same.  On  the  7th  ultimo  they  reported  to  us  that  having  taken  to 
their  assistance  the  most  skilful  master  builders  and  carpenters  together 


1 Pub.  Diary  46  of  1766,  341  - 343.  ^ Diary  46  of  1766,  339. 

^ Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  tlie  Court  Yol.  13  of  1766,  79.  Bom.  Gov.  Consultation 
19th  Nov.  1765,  Pub.  Diary  45  of  1765,  740. 

Bombay  to  Court  9tli  kpril  1766  para.  36,  Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Yol.  13 
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,vith  such  other  persons  as  they  judged  would  be  of  most  use,  the 
'tpartments  and  warehouses  had  been  each  surveyed  and  valued 
separately,  the  amount  valuation  of  the  whole  being  Rs.  27,675  as 
rour  Honours  will  please  to  perceive  on  reference  to  the  report  entered 
m our  Diary  under  the  above  date.  The  committee  further  represented 
hat  these  buildings  were  most  conveniently  situated  by  the  sea-side 
bud  would  be  very  serviceable  in  lodging  the  marine  stores  free  from 
lamp  or  damage  and  for  the  public  offices  and  many  other  purposes 
ippertaining  to  that  department  for  which  and  to  prevent  their  falling 
nto  private  hands  which  for  many  reasons  would  be  improper  they 
);udged  it  for  your  Honours^  interest  to  accept  Mr.  England's  offer, 
^fhis  we  accordingly  did  and  annexed  the  upper  apartments  to  the 
i marine  house  and  the  warehouses  we  have  appropriated  to  the  purpose 
^ ffiove  mentioned.^ 

In  their  letter  of  19th  February  1766,  paragraj)h  116,  Government 
fvrite  to  the  Court : The  warehouses  in  which  the  military  stores  have 
: 'or  some  years  past  been  kept  being  to  be  sold  at  public  outcry  when 
/I  was  probable  they  would  sell  very  cheap,  we  empowered  the  land. 
:'t)aymaster  to  bid  as  far  as  Rs,  16,000  for  them  on  your  account.  At 
'ihis  j)rice  we  thought  it  would  be  much  for  your  interesb  to  purchase 
! hem  as  the  interest  of  that  sum  was  only  Rs.  120  a month,  whereas 
i ou  have  paid  Rs.  225  a month  rent  for  them  ever  since  you  occupied 
iihem  besides  the  expense  which  would  necessarily  be  incurred  by 
.uemoving  the  stores  and  fitting  up  another  house  for  their  reception, 
offie  land  paymaster  went  to  the  sale  accordingly  and  we  have  the 
rleasure  to  acquaint  you  purchased  the  warehouses  for  Rs.  10,000, 

I rhich  is  certainly  a very  cheap  purchase,  more  especially  as  they  were 
eady  fitted  and  in  every  respect  well  calculated  for  the  use  to  which 
/ hey  are  put  and  the  upper  part  of  the  house  purchased  from  Mr. 
[ilunter  which  was  included  for  this  purpose  being  thereby  become 
Bjacant  and  Mr.  Spencer  having  no  house  allotted  him  we  determined  to 
[render  it  to  him  and  he  is  to  inhabit  it  accordingly.^ 

n Referring  to  these  purchases  in  their  letter  of  4th  April  1767, 
Rvaragraphs  80-83,  the  Court  write  to  Bombay:  The  jDurchase  of  a 
iiousefrom  Mr.  England  for  Rs.  18,000  and  warehouses  of  the  same 
I'entleman  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  9675  appears  to  us  much  more  than 
f ou  ought  to  have  given,  particularly  the  house,  as  the  gentlemen  who 
s urveyed  them  intend  them  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  put  stores 
a.  Another  warehouse  has  been  purchased  of  one  Mr.  Hunter  for 
ds.  10,000,  the  upper  part  of  which  we  observe  was  given  to  Mr.  Spencer 
ilo  live  in.  From  this  we  judge  that  the  high  price  we  are  charged  for 
Dilaees  which  you  call  warehouses  is  owing  to  the  apartments  over  them 
i nd  are  valued  accordingly  ; whereas  they  are  no  further  serviceable  to 
t.s  than  mere  warehouses.  We  are  not  at  all  obliged  to  provide  our 
viervants  with  elegant  apartments  ; if  there  is  not  a number  sufficient 
or  them,  a settled  allowance  in  money  is  paid  in  lieu  of  it.  We  must 


i)  ^ Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  13  of  1766,  80-81.  Pub.  Diary  45  of  1765, 
: 07  ; Pub.  Diary  46  of  1766,  12,  16-18. 

0 ^Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  13  of  1766,  81. 
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observe  here  that  for  some  years  past  under  various  pretences  oi 
servants  at  your  Presidency  have  purchased  many  buildings  froi 
gentlemen  leaving  the  island,  which  in  general  have  appeared  more  f( 
the  interest  of  those  gentlemen  than  that  of  your  Employers.  T 
prevent  this  in  future  we  positively  order  that  no  houses  or  warehousi 
be  purchased  on  our  account  until  leave  is  first  obtained  from  us. 
on  any  particular  emergency  warehouses  should  be  wanted  which  r 
suppose  can  only  be  for  a short  time,  you  must  in  that  case  hire  thei 
We  understand  Mr.  Sedgwicke  has  some  that  are  convenient.  If  s 
you  may  give  him  the  preference,  as  he  has  been  a very  old  servant 
the  Company's  and  we  think  merits  this  indulgence.^ 

At  a Consultation  on  the  22nd  January  1768  the  Board  reco]< 
the  following  opinion  : The  upper  part  of  the  fort  house  havii 
lately  been  entirely  taken  down  and  the  lower  apartments  thcrel 
rendered  unfit  for  keeping  stores  until  as  originally  intended  a prop 
bomb-proof  roof  is  thrown  over  them  we  have  been  under  t 
necessity  of  appropriating  for  stores  the  apartments  in  the  Cash 
occupied  by  the  junior  servants.  As  even  before  this  the  number 
apartments  was  so  insuffeient  as  to  render  the  'construction  of  me 
indispensable  and  as  there  is  space  for  two  sets  of  rooms  at  each  e: 
of  the  bandar,  the  building  of  them  is  ordered  to  be  set  about  imn 
diately  an  estimate  of  the  expense  being  previously  laid  befc 
us.^ 

The  Bombay  Diary  of  the  1st  November  1768  has  the  followi 
entry  : A plan  of  the  alterations  necessary  to  render  the  marine  hoi 
suitably  commodious  for  the  marine  paymaster  and  superintendent  n 
being  laid  before  us  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense  wh: 
will  thereby  be  incurred  amounting  to  Ks.  8615-0-58,  the  same 
ordered  to  be  carried  into  immediate  execution.^ 

A month  later,  2nd  December  1768,  paragraph  81,  Governm' 
write  to  the  Court : In  consequence  of  your  commands  the  land  p{’ 
master  was  ordered  to  cause  such  alteration  to  be  made  to  the  mar 
house  as  might  be  necessary  for  rendering  it  suitably  commodic 
both  for  the  marine  paymaster  and  superintendent.  This  is  according 
now  doing  and  will  cost  Rs.  8615-0-58  as  by  an  estimate  laid  bei 
us  the  1st  ultimo.^ 

At  a Consultation  on  the  26th  January  1770,  read  a petit 
for  compensation  from  the  owners  of  the  batty  grounds  occup 
for  the  esplanade  contiguous  to  the  west  gate  : Resolved  tl 
the  petition  be  referred  to  the  new  fortification  paymaster, 
collector,  and  the  principal  engineer  to  report  what  such  groui 
annually  produce.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  2nd  February  1770  read  the  follow 
letter  from  the  Committee  to  the  President,  dated  29th  Janui 


^ Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol,  7 of  1765-1768,  258-259. 

2 Pub.  Diary  50  of  1768,  107-108.  ^ Pub.  Diary  51  of  1768,  586-587. 

^Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol,  15  of  1768,  114. 

^Pub.  Diary  55  of  1770,  84. 
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1770  : Enclosed  your  Honour  will  receive  account  valuation  of 
(Sundry  houses  within  the  town  wall  represented  by  Colonels 
; Campbell  and  Keating  as  necessary  to  be  removed.  All  such  as  are 
to  the  westward  of  the  Bazar  Gate,  the  principal  engineer  requests 
may  accordingly  at  once  be  removed ; the  removal  of  those  to  the 
^ eastward  may,  he  apprehends,  be  deferred  till  next  season.  Agreed 
ithat  Hs.  9132-1-26,  the  value  of  the  westward  houses,  be  made  good 
to  the  proprietors  and  ground  be  allowed  them  on  which  to  rebuild 
! their  housesd 

At  a Consultation  of  the  17th  August  1770  read  the  following 
report  from  the  Committee  to  the  President,  dated  25th  June  1770  : 
In  consequence  of  your  HonouKs  orders  to  us  of  the  27th  January 
and  the  9th  March  last,  with  the  assistance  of  the  vereadores  and 
r mhataras  we  have  valued  such  oarts  of  cocoanut  trees  as  are  with- 
in the  line  recommended  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  to  be 
; cleared  away  and  added  to  the  esplanade.  We  now  enclose  to  your 
Honour  the  vereadores’  report  of  the  same  as  also  report  of  the 
■ batty  grounds  occupied  by  the  Honourable  Company  contiguous 
to  the  west  gate  of  the  town.  Resolved  that  the  proprietors  of 
: the  oarts  which  have  been  cut  down  for  the  new  works  must  have 
I others  allowed  them  to  produce  the  annual  rent  shown  in  the 
I valuation  now  laid  before  us  by  the  committee  appointed  for 
( that  purpose.  The  proprietors  of  batty  grounds  to  be  paid  in  money 
or  have  other  grounds  in  exchange  and  such  trees  to  be  cut  down 
as  the  engineer  thinks  immediately  necessary.^ 

At  a Consultation  on  the  1 1th  September  1770,  after  reconsidering 
our  resolution  for  giving  oarts  in  exchange  for  those  cut  down  on 
account  of  the  new  works  contiguous  to  the  town,  the  Collector  is 
, Drdered  to  cause  the  oarts  to  be  given  in  exchange  to  be  valued  in 
:he  same  manner  as  those  cut  down  laying  a report  valuation  there- 
1 of  before  the  Board  previous  to  their  being  distributed.  Should  any 
oerson  be  dissatisfied  with  the  lot  which  may  then  be  assigned  him 
le  must  be  paid  in  money  for  his  oart  cut  down  and  the  lot  assigned 
^nim  in  exchange  must  be  sold  to  make  good  the  amount.^ 

' At  a Consultation  of  the  7th  November  1770,  the  Board  read  a 
etter  from  the  Collector  enclosing  an  account  of  the  oarts  intended 
'^0  be  given  in  lieu  of  those  cut  and  to  be  cut  down ; also  another 
: iccount  whereby  it  appears  the  Honourable  Company  would  sustain 
ib  loss  of  Rs.  17,433-1-50  by  valuing  the  oarts  at  their  annual  produce 
instead  of  at  their  intrinsic  value.  These  being  considered  we  are  of 
opinion  the  most  certain  way  of  ascertaining  their  real  value  will 
)e  to  sell  them  at  public  outcry  for  whatever  they  will  fetch.  This 
he  Collector  and  chief  at  Mahim  are  ordered  to  do,  the  amounts 
! 'ealised  to  be  appropriated  towards  paying  for  the  oarts  cut  down.* 

At  a Consultation  of  the  18th  February  1771,  the  Board  read  the 
ollowing  report  from  the  paymaster  of  the  new  fortifications 


’ Pub.  Diary  .55  of  1770,  91,  109  - llOr  ’ Pub.  Diary  66  of  1770,  450,  452-453, 
^ Pub.  Diary  56  of  1770,  484.  ^ Pub.  Diary  56  of  1770,  600-601, 
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acquainting  the  Board  that  the  Principal  Engineer  represents  i1 
necessary  that  the  small  houses  at  present  occupied  by  hamdls  and  othei 
indigent  people  between  the  Church  and  Bazar  Gates  should  be  removed- 
To  this  the  Board  agree.  The  Board  further  order  that  the  ground  s( 
cleared  be  allotted  to  the  proprietors  of  the  larger  houses  which  fron 
being  too  near  the  ramparts  are  under  orders  to  be  pulled  down.  Ai 
in  the  present  want  of  space  no  cocoanut  plantations  ought  to  hi 
permitted  within  the  town^  it  is  further  agreed  the  private  proprietor! 
of  oarts  be  obliged  either  to  let  them  out  for  house  building  or  to  give 
them  up  to  the  ComjDany  on  their  valuation.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  23rd  April  1771,  the  Board  read  the  followinc 
letter  from  Mr.  Gregory  Page,  clerk  of  the  peace,  to  the  President  anc 
Council,  dated  the  20th  April  1771.  The  Grand  Jury  at  the  las> 
sessions  represented  to  His  Majesty^ s Justices  that  the  ruinou  " 
condition  of  the  present  Town  Hall,  added  to  the  great  inconvenience 
attending  the  holding  the  sessions  there  from  the  want  of  prope 
apartments  for  the  juries,  with  rooms  for  the  prisoners  and  evidences?- 
rendered  the  constructing  a new  hall  or  the  complete  repairing  of  thl 
present  so  essentially  necessary  that  they  recommended  to  the  Cour 
to  carry  the  same  into  execution.^  Besolved  that  the  consideration  o 
this  letter  be  deferred.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  24th  July  1 7 7 1,  the  Board  read  the  following 
letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  to  the  President,  dated  Bombay  Towi 
Hall  23rd  July  1771  : The  Grand  Jury  have  also  again  presented  th! 
Town  Hall  as  being  unsuitable  improper  and  dangerous.  The  Couru 
particularly  concur  in  the  propriety  of  this  part  of  their  presentmen 
and  have  enjoined  me  strongly  to  recommend  to  your  Honour  th' 
providing  a Town  Hall  more  secure  suitable  and  commodious  than  th: 
present  one.^  The  Board  resolved  that  the  consideration  of  the  abov 
letter  be  deferred.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  21st  May  1771,  the  Board  appointee 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Stackhouse  a member  of  the  committee  for  inspectiug 
the  buildings  within  the  town  walls.  They  ordered  that  in  future  th 
land  paymaster  and  collector  of  the  rents  and  revenues  should  b 
constant  members  of  the  said  committee.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  26th  June  1771,  the  Board  ordered  tha 
former  directions  for  cutting  down  all  the  trees  within  600  yards  o 
the  fortifications  be  enforced.'^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  6th  August  1771,  the  Board  read  i 
petition  from  sundry  fazandars  owners  of  oarts  situated  within  60( 
yards  of  the  new  works  and  on  that  account  ordered  to  be  pulled  down 
representing  the  losses  they  have  incurred  by  the  orders  which  have  a 
different  times  been  issued  regarding  the  oarts  within  that  distance  o 
the  works  and  requesting  the  Board's  consideration  thereof.  Ordere( 


^ Pub,  Diary  57  of  1771,  113.  2 Diary  57  of  1771  345 

^ Pub.  Diary  57  of  17/1,  334-335.  ^ Pub.  Diary  58  of  1771,  680. 

® Pub.  Diary  58  of  1771,  674.  6 p^|,  p-  gy  ^ * 

7 Pub.  Diary  58  of  1771,  512. 
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the  Collector  make  due  enquiry  into  the  merits  of  their  petition  and 
report  the  samed 

At  a Consultation  of  the  20th  August  1771,  the  Board  read  the 
following  letter  from  Mr.  Robert  Garden,  Collector^  to  the  President 
and  Council,  dated  19th  August  17  71  ; In  compliance  with  your 
orders  I have  examined  into  the  merits  of  the  petition  of  sundry 
fazandars  owners  of  oarts  within  600  yards  of  the  town  wall.  I am  of 
opinion  that  at  the  time  they  were  j)rohibited  from  building  houses 
and  planting  young  trees  in  their  said  grounds,  they  were  offered 
; other  oarts  in  truck,  or  to  be  paid  the  value  of  the  present  oarts 
in  money.  They  declined  the  said  offer,  and  preferred  keeping 
possession  of  their  own  oarts  till  such  time  as  there  was  an  absolute 
necessity  for  cutting  down  the  cocoanut  trees.  I therefore  apprehend 
they  have  no  right  to  the  allowance  they  petition  for.  Such  of  the 
fazandars  wdiose  oarts  were  taken  possession  of  and  the  trees  cut  down  a 
twelve-month  ago  are  certainly  entitled  to  some  consideration  from  the 
I HoiPble  Company.  Either  the  amount  of  the  annual  produce  should  be 
(made  good  to  them,  or  if  judged  equitable  by  your  Honour,  they  should 
receive  five  per  cent  on  the  intrinsic  valuation  of  the  lands  as  was 
i practised  in  1766.  The  five  per  cent  payment  will  cause  a saving  to 
: the  Honourable  Company  of  above  one-half ; by  the  enclosed  account 
the  annual  produce  of  the  oarts  is  Rs.  2733-1-55,  while  five  per 
cent  on  the  intrinsic  value  is  only  Rs.  1151-2-15.  From  this 
ialso  may  be  deducted  Rs.  668  the  amount  of  ground  rent  for  houses 
received  by  the  different  proprietors  of  the  said  oarts.  I think, 

! however,  if  only  five  per  cent  on  the  valuation  is  allowed,  the  ground 
: rent  should  be  continued  to  the  proprietors.  With  regard  to  the 
I petition  of  the  Bhandaris,  it  appears  that  5335  cocoanut  trees  have  been 
1 cut  down  since  the  date  of  their  lease  of  which  1679  were  allotted  to 
the  Bhandaris  to  draw  toddy  from.  It  therefore  rests  with  your 
Honour  whether  you  will  direct  the  fazandars  to  allot  the  Bhandaris  an 
equal  number  of  trees  from  the  oarts  which  the  fazandars  have  received 
in  lieu  of  those  taken  from  them  or  from  such  of  their  oarts  as  are 
most  contiguous  to  the  town  of  Bombay.^ 

Resolved  that  the  following  directions  be  given  : Such  of  the  fazandars 
whose  oarts  were  actually  taken  possession  of  and  the  trees  cut  down 
about  twelve  months  ago,  are  to  be  allowed  five  per  cent  on  their 
intrinsic  value  agreeable  to  the  Collector's  recommendation.  The 
Collector  must  also  cause  a number  of  cocoanut  trees  to  be  allotted  to 
the  Bhandaris  for  drawing  toddy  in  the  Bombay  woods  equivalent  to 
those  cut  down  and  at  the  same  prices.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  20th  August  1771  the  Board  read  two 
petitions,  one  from  sundry  Purvoes  the  other  from  sundry  Muham- 
madan pro2)rietors  of  houses  situated  within  600  yards  of  the  works 
' and  therefore  ordered  to  be  pulled  down,  desiring  that  the  proprietors 
of  certain  oarts  may  be  directed  to  permit  of  their  building  thereon, 
for  which  they  are  willing  to  pay  the  highest  ground  rent  It  is 
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ordered  that  the  fazanclars  permit  their  building  in  any  oart  not  witlij 
one  thousand  yards  of  the  works  on  their  paying  the  usual  groun 
rentd  At  the  same  Consultation  the  Board  resolved  and  ordered  th& 
in  future  no  buildings  shall  be  erected  within  one  thousand  yards  o 
the  new  works  on  any  account  whatever.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  22nd  August  1771,  the  Board  resolve 
that  in  future  the  committee  of  surveys  jointly  with  the  Collector  I 
the  committee  for  inspecting  all  buildings  carrying  on  within  tk 
town  wall.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  22nd  August  1771,  read  the  following  lette: 
from  the  committee  ot  surveys  to  the  President  and  Council,  date., 
22nd  August  1771  : In  obedience  to  your  direc-tions  last  Council  da. 
we  have  surveyed  the  ground  between  the  Princess  and  Banian  bastiona 
We  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  remove  six  houses  ii 
order  to  make  room  for  a place  of  arms  to  protect  the  works  on  tkar 
side  of  the  town.  When  these  houses  are  removed  there  will  be  a plao 
of  arms  of  the  following  dimensions ; 128  feet  on  the  north,  206  fee 
on  the  south,  317  feet  on  the  west,  and  330  feet  on  the  east  side.  Th 
valuation  of  the  whole  will  amount  to  about  Rs.  3U00,  We  hav 
further  to  represent  to  your  Honour  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  sto] 
the  buildings  that  are  going  on  there  by  permission  of  the  committe 
within  the  town  walls!  Ordered  that  the  houses  the  committe 
recommend  be  pulled  down  the  valuation  of  which  amounting  to  abou 
Rs.  3000  must  be  paid  to  the  proprietors.  A stop  must  immediately^ 
be  put  to  the  buildings  carrying  on  there. ^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  25th  February  1772  ; Read  : 
petition  from  Raghnnatb  Balaji  Purvoe  owner  of  a house  situates 
in  Church  Street  representing  that  he  had  nearly  completed  rebuilding 
the  same  when  the  committee  of  surveys  put  a stop  thereto  ; and  re 
questing  permission  to  complete  it.  On  this  the  committee  acquaint! 
the  Board  that  they  put  a stop  thereto  only  till  they  could  examint 
whether  there  were  any  orders  against  the  black  proprietors  rebuild 
ing*  their  houses  in  that  street  but  they  find  there  are  none.  It  ii 
therefore  agreed  that  he  be  permitted  to  complete  his  house.® 

At  a Consultation  of  the  25th  February  1772  the  Board  record 
As  there  is  g^reat  want  of  ground  within  the  town  walls  foi- 
Europeans  to  build,  and  as  the  Church  Street  is  a very  propei. 
place  for  that  purpose,  resolved  that  the  present  proprietors  be  posiv 
tively  prohibited  repairing  their  houses.  Tliis  we  hope  will  be  a means 
of  inducing  them  to  sell  to  Europeans  on  reasonable  terms.  Tk( 
Secretary  to  issue  a proclamation  to  the  above  purpose.'^ 

A Consultation  of  the  25th  February  1772  records:  The  shops 


1 Bub.  Diary  68  of  1771,  808. 

^ Pub.  Diary  58  of  1771,  808  - 809.  Comp,  of  8tandiiig  Ord.  Vol.  2 of  1759  * 1788' 
198.  ® Pub.  Diary  58  of  1771,  826. 

•»  Pub.  Diary  58  of  1771,  830  - 831.  ^ p^b.  Diary  58  of  1771,  826. 

^ Pub.  Diary  60  of  1772,  202.  Forrest’s  Home  Series,  II.  167, 

^ Pub.  Diary  60  of  1772,  202.  Comp,  of  Stauding  Ord.  Vol,  2 of  1759  - 1788,  19B 
Forrest’s  Home  Series,  II.  167. 
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to  the  soiitli  of  Cliurdi  Street  having’  become  a great  nuieancej 
ordered  that  they  be  all  removed  to  the  bazar.  In  future  no  shojD  must 
be  permitted  to  the  south  of  the  north  side  of  Church  Street.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  25th  February  1772  the  Board  record  ; 
The  valuation  of  all  the  remaining  houses  situated  within  600  yards  of 
the  new  works,  and  on  that  account  necessary  to  be  pulled  down, 
is  now  laid  before  the  Board  amounting  to  Bs.  98,986-2-86. 
Ordered  that  the  amount  be  made  good  to  the  respective  proprietors 
by  the  new  fortification  paymaster  and  that  the  houses  be  pulled  down 
as  soon  as  possible  beginning  with  those  nearest  to  Fort  George.  Five 
per  cent  from  the  amount  to  be  paid  each  person,  must  be  deducted 
by  the  jmymaster  for  the  clerk  of  the  works  in  consideration  of  this 
■trouble  in  having  valued  the  same.^ 

At  a Consultation,  the  2nd  December  1772,  the  Board  read  the  fol- 
lowing petition  from  the  owners  of  some  houses  ordered  to  be  pulled 
(down : That  your  Flonour^s  poor  petitioners  humbly  beg  leave  to 
represent  that  some  time  after  their  houses  were  destroyed  by  fire,  the 
I then  engineer  Major  Mace  promised  to  give  the  sp>ot  of  ground  of 
I their  said  houses  to  those  whose  houses  were  pulled  down  from  near 
I the  gate  to  remove  their  houses  to.  On  this  your  j)etitioners  made 
'request  to  the  then  Honourable  Governor  to  have  the  said  ground  for 
I their  houses,  as  the  same  belonged  to  them  and  as  they  had  their  stones 
land  the  floors  of  their  destroyed  houses  still  remaining  on  the  ground. 
The  then  Honourable  Governor  directed  the  committee  to  take  a 
i view  thereof  and  grant  them  their  old  land  to  rebuild  their  houses 
i each  on  his  own  site.  Accordingly  the  committee  ordered  the  engi- 
; neer  to  measure  out  each  his  ground  of  old  houses  and  grant  them 
permission  for  rebuilding  their  houses  on  the  same,  provided  they 
would  build  strong  large  tiled  houses.  This  your  petitioners  aecej)te'd 
and  built  strong  large  tiled  houses.  Two  years  thereafter  the  rest  of 
your  Honour’s  petitioners’  neighbours  asked  permission  to  rebuild 
houses  on  their  ground  which  the  then  engineer  did  grant  them  on 
their  passing  a writing  not  to  take  a valuation  of  their  houses.  It 
follows  that  those  who  have  passed  their  writing  ought  not  to  take  a 
valuation.  Those  who  have  not  passed  any  such  writing  applied  to 
‘Benj.  Jervis  Esquire,  new  fortification  paymaster,  for  an  order  to 
■ value  their  houses.  Mr.  Jervis  was  pleased  to  direct  Mr.  Spaeth  to 
make  the  like  valuation  which  the  said  Mr.  Spaeth  has  done  excluding 
those  who  had  passed  a writing  not  to  take  a valuation.  This  your 
petitioners  humbly  desire  your  Honour  will  be  graciously  pleased  to 
order  to  be  paid  them,  who,  ever  since  they  have  been  obliged  to  demol- 
ish their  said  houses  for  the  service  of  the  Honourable  Company,  are 
suffering  very  much  being  unable  to  rebuild  them  on  several  other 
different  spots  of  ground.  The  charge  of  pulling  the  houses  down  and 
removing  them  each  to  his  place,  costs  much  more  money  than  the 
valuation  and  as  much  more  it  will  cost  them  in  rebuilding  those 
houses.^ 


Chapter  IV* 

Fortifications 
and  Buildings- 

Compensation, 

1772. 


Pub.  Diary  GO  of  1772,  202  - 203.  ^ Pub.  Diary  GO  of  1772,  203. 

Pub.  Diary  62  of  1772,  1111  - 1113. 


1 


480 


BOMBAY  TOWN 


1 Historical 


Chapter  IV. 

Fortifications 
and  Buildings. 

Compensation, 

1773. 


Esplanade  of 
One  Thousand 
Yards, 

1773. 


Kolis’  Houses, 
1773. 


Moormen’s 

Complaint, 

1774. 


Ordered  that  on  examining  the  records  should  it  appear  that  the 
petitioners  were  permitted  to  build  on  the  ground  they  mention,  the 
valuation  of  their  houses  must  be  i3aid  except  to  such  as  entered ’into 
an  obligation  to  demand  no  compensation.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  6th  January  1773  the  Board  read  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Mr.  Robert  Garden,  Collector,  to  the  President  and 
Council,  dated  4th  January  1773  : In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the 
1 3th  ultimo  I have  inspected  the  registers  of  my  office  and  find  that  , 
what  is  set  forth  by  the  petitioners  with  regard  to  their  having  per-  - 
mission  to  rebuild  their  houses  is  true.  It  is  but  just  therefore  that ' 
they  should  be  paid  valuation.  In  the  accompanying  list  which  was  ' 
delivered  to  me  with  the  petition  I observe  the  names  of  Govindji 
Coppersmith  and  Ranoji  Barber,  the  house  of  the  former  valued 
at  Rs.  22-3-48  and  of  the  latter  at  Rs.  35-2-65.  To  these  no  v 
valuation  should  be  paid  as  they  are  of  the  number  who  agreed  to 
rebuild  on  condition  that,  whenever  it  might  be  deemed  necessary  to  3 
pull  down  their  houses,  it  should  be  done  without  their  being  entitled  i 
to  any  compensation.  I further  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  your  i 
Honour  whether  the  valuation  of  Rs.  18-1-69  for  the  house  off 
Govindji  Trimbakji  Tailor  should  be  paid  him  as  it  does  not  appear  by , 
our  registers  he  had  any  permission  to  build  it,  nor  has  he  ever  paid  a 
single  res  of  tax  for  it  to  the  Company." 

Ordered  that  (except  the  three  he  mentions)  valuation  of  the  houses ' 
in  the  Collectors  list  be  paid.^ 

A Consultation  of  the  IQth  February  1773  has  the  following: 
Directions  were  given  to  the  late  engineer  Lieutenant-Colonel  Keating: 
under  the  20th  of  August  1771  that  no  person  whatever  should  be - 
permitted  to  build  any  house  of  stone  and  chunam  within  one  thousand  ^ 
yards  of  the  crest  of  the  glacis  all  round  the  works.  Understanding,, 
that  the  same  has  not  been  exactly  observed,  it  is  resolved  and  agreed 
that  the  Secretary  issue  a jiublication  to  that  effect  advertising  all 
persons  who  may  disobey  the  same  that  their  houses  will  be  certainly 
removed  and  no  compensation  allowed.  The  acting  engineer  must*' 
fix  proper  boundaries  at  the  above  mentioned  distance.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  16th  March  1773,  the  Board  read  a peti-  - 
tion  from  the  caste  of  people  called  Kolis,  requesting  as  their  houses  s 
contiguous  to  the  works  are  ordered  to  be  jiulled  down  that  the  ground 
formerly  marked  for  rebuilding  the  same  may  now  be  appropriated  to  ; 
that  use.  This  is  agreed  to  and  the  new  fortification  paymaster  is 
ordered  to  cause  the  Kolis^  houses  to  be  directly  pulled  down  and  to 
j)ut  them  in  possession  of  the  ground  formerly  allotted  them  for 
re-building  their  houses.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  8th  February  1774  the  Board  read  the  : 
following  letter  from  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the- 
merits  of  a petition  from  Moormen  to  the  President  and  Council,  dated 


^ Pub.  Diary  62  of  1772,  1108.  ^ Diary  63  of  1773  H . 12 

Pub.  Diary  63  of  1773,  7.  4 p)iary  63  of  I773!  102. 

* Pub.  Diary  63  of  1773,  196  - 197. 
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I Bombay  5th  February  1774  ; Having  in  consequence  o£  your  Honour^s 
j)rders  examined  into  the  merits  of  a petition  delivered  to  the  Board  by 
Shatudin  Patel  commandant-subhedar,  and  others,  we  called  on  them 
0 prove  their  assertion  that  for  the  sake  of  four  dolkars  or  net  owners 
'key  were  to  be  sufferers,  each  of  which  dolkars  had  two  or  three  houses. 
Confronted  with  the  Kolis  the  petitioners  declared  they  did  not  know 
rhat  any  of  the  dolkars,  patels,  or  Kolis  whose  houses  were  ordered  to  be 
oulled  down  had  any  house  or  houses  without  the  line  ; but  that  the  said 
assertion  respected  other  dolkars  and  patels  who  live  without  the  line 
imd  have  some  of  them  several  houses.  Out  of  the  140  houses  valued 
;md  ordered  to  be  removed  from  the  ridge  of  Dongri  hill  to  the  spot 
mrmeidy  allotted  them  we  find  that  83  are  the  property  of  the  Dongri 
ashing  and  palanquin  Koli  caste.^ 

; It  is  therefore  agreed,  though  it  will  be  attended  with  a small 
additional  expense  to  the  Company,  that  the  Kolis^  houses  be  valued  at 
.heir  true  worth  as  well  as  those  situated  on  the  spot  to  which  they 
tre  to  remove.  The  value  of  the  Kolis^  new  houses  must  be  made  good 

0 the  proprietors  out  of  the  value  of  the  Kolis’  old  houses,  and  the  Kolis 
[nust  then  be  put  in  possession  of  the  petitioners'’  houses.^ 

1 At  a Consultation  of  the  5th  March  1774,  the  land  paymaster 
jays  before  the  Board  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  repairs 
necessary  before  the  rains  to  all  the  Honourable  Company k build- 
:ngs,  comprised  in  his  books  under  the  head  of  fortification  and 
[louse  repairs.  Kegarding  these  repairs  which  amount  to  Rs,  12,283 

2 qrs.  18  res  he  requests  the  directions  of  the  Board.  As  it  appears 
these  repairs  are  absolutely  necessary,  ordered  that  he  cause  them  to  be 
executed  accordingly.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  13th  April  1774,  the  provisional  new  forti- 
lication  paymaster,  pursuant  to  order,  presents  to  the  Board  an  estimate 
bf  the  full  valuation  of  the  Kolis’  houses  on  the  ridge  of  Dongri  hill, 
which  are  ordered  to  be  pulled  down  on  account  of  the  new  works. 
He  also  presents  an  estimate  of  the  full  value  of  those  houses  situated  on 
:he  spot  pitched  upon  for  rebuilding  the  Kolis’  houses  ; the  former  of 
kese  amounts  to  Rs.  11,241-0-4  and  the  other  to  Rs.  5616-3-67. 
As  our  treasury  is  so  very  low  it  is  ordered  that  the  houses  be  permitted 
to  remain  till  we  may  be  better  enabled  to  discharge  the  amount  of  their 
v^aluation.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  11th  October  1774,  read  a petition  from 
the  proprietors  of  the  batty  grounds  without  the  Church  Gate,  which 
now  form  part  of  the  esplanade,  requesting  that  their  value  may  be 
paid  and  that  they  may  be  allowed  a compensation  for  what  they  have 
lost  by  not  having  been  permitted  to  cultivate  the  fields  for  several 
years.  As  it  appears  to  us  reasonable  that  the  loss  should  be  made 
good  to  them  in  like  manner  as  was  done  to  the  proprietors  of  the  oarts 
that  were  cut  down  for  the  same  purpose,  the  Collector  is  ordered  to 
adjust  the  same  with  them  on  such  terms  as  may  appear  equitable 


1 Pub.  Diary  65  of  1774,  68,  69.  ^ p^b.  Diary  65  of  1774,  60-61. 

3 Pub.  Diary  65  of  1774,  222.  Pub.  Diary  65  of  1774,  306. 
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between  the  Company  and  the  proprietors,  and  to  pay  them  what  h 
may  think  reasonable.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  6th  April  1775,  the  land  paymaster  lay 
before  the  Board  an  estimate  of  the  repairs  necessary  to  be  given  to  a 
the  Company’s  buildings  against  the  approaching  rains  amounting  t 
Rs.  11,225-2-19.  Ordered  that  as  these  repairs  are  represented  to  t 
necessary  they  be  completed  accordingly.^ 

In  August  1775  the  traveller  Parsons  wrote  the  following  descriptio; 
of  Bombay  ; The  town  of  Bombay  is  near  a mile  in  length  from  Apoll 
gate  to  that  of  the  Bazar  and  about  a quarter  of  a mile  broad  in  th 
broadest  part  from  the  Bunda  (Bandar)  across  the  Green,  to  Church  gate' 
which  is  nearly  in  the  centre  as  you  walk  round  the  walls  betwee: 
Apollo  and  Bazar  gate.  There  are  likewise  two  marine  gates,  with 
a commodious  wharf  and  cranes  built  out  from  each  gate,  beside 
landing  place  for  passengers  only.  Between  the  two  marine  gates  i 
the  Castle  properly  called  Bombay  Castle,  a very  large  and  strong 
fortification  which  commands  the  bay.  The  works  round  the  tow: 
are  so  many  and  the  bastions  so  very  strong  and  judiciously  situate 
and  the  whole  defended  with  a broad  and  dee^^  ditch  so  as  to  make 
strong  fortress,  which,  while  it  has  a sufficient  garrison  and  provisions 
may  bid  defiance  to  any  force  which  may  be  brought  against  it.  Her, 
is  a spacious  Green,  capable  of  containing  several  regiments  exercisinf 
at  the  same  time.  The  streets  are  well  laid  out  and  the  building, 
(namely  gentlemen’s  houses)  so  numerous  and  handsome  as  to  mak 
it  an  elegant  town.  The  soil  is  a sand,  mixed  with  small  gravel,  whic 
makes  it  always  so  clean,  even  in  the  rainy  season,  that  a man  ma 
walk  all  over  the  town  within  half  an  hour  after  a heavy  shower  with 
out  dirtying  his  shoes.  The  esplanade  is  very  extensive  and  as  smoofoi 
and  even  as  a bowling-green  which  makes  either  walking  or  riding 
round  the  towm  very  pleasant.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  26th  December  1775,  the  Board  orde: 
that  the  houses  on  the  ridge  of  Dongri  hill  be  immediately  remove^ 
agreeable  to  former  order  and  the  proprietors  be  paid  for  the  sam 
agreeable  to  the  valuation  made  by  the  clerk  of  the  works 

At  a Consultation  of  the  18th  January  1776  the  Board  read  th 
following  letter  from  Mr.  James  Sibbald,  new  fortification  paymaster 
to  the  President  and  Couneil,dated  the  9th  January  1776  ; In  consequenc' 
of  your  order  of  the  29th  ultimo  to  immediately  pull  down  the  Kolis 
houses  situated  on  the  ridge  of  Dongri  hill  and  to  pay  their  proprietor 
agreeable  to  the  valuation  formerly  taken,  the  engineer  has  ha( 
directions  accordingly.  But  as  your  Honour  has  not  been  pleased  in  th 
accompanying  order  to  the  paymaster  under  the  18th  of  February  177^7 
to  signify  whether  it  is  your  intention  that  the  Kolis  should  have  th( 
materials  of  their  houses  pulled  down  as  well  as  the  full  value  thereof 
I request  your  orders  on  this  head.  It  is  certain,  although  they  b( 
permitted  this  indulgence,  that  they  will  yet  be  sufferers  by  the  remova. 


^ Pub.  Diary  66  of  1774,  707.  2 qj  1775^  303. 
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■ of  their  houses.^  Ordered  that  as  is  always  usual  the  proprietors  of  the 
houses  pulled  down  be  permitted  to  carry  away  the  materials  they 
;i3eing  of  little  value  and  no  use  to  the  Company.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  30  th  January  1776^  read  a report  from  the 
T committee  appointed  to  line  out  the  ground  for  the  marine  yard  at 
iiMazgaon  Dock  and  enclosing  an  account  valuation  of  the  houses 
aaecessary  to  be  removed  amounting  to  Rs.  1179.  These  houses  are 
bordered  to  be  taken  down  accordingly  and  the  yearly  ground  rent  of 
,sRs.  36-0-80  is  to  be  deducted  from  the  rent  paid  by  the  present 
T-farmer.^ 


[ In  the  Bombay  Diary  of  the  21st  June  1776  the  following  entry 
ooccurs  : Early  this  morning  a fire  was  discovered  in  the  Honourable 
:c Company's  house  allotted  for  the  superintendent  which  although  every 
^possible  assistance  was  afforded  was  entirely  consumed  and  the  adjoining 
/Louse  occupied  by  the  marine  paymaster.^ 

' Two  weeks  later,  9th  July  1776,  the  Board  direct:  The  marine 
louse  and  the  superintendent’s  house  having  been  lately  destroyed  by 
sire,  the  acting  magistrate  must  ta'ce  the  necessary  depositions  and 
bendeavour  to  discover  the  cause  of  this  accident  which  is  yet  unknown, 
land  the  land  paymaster  is  directed  to  cause  the  ruins  to  be  surveyed 
){and  to  lay  a report  of  their  state  before  us.^ 

► On  the  30th  July  1776  Grovernment  read  a letter^  from  Mr.  Robert 
iGarden,  a justice  of  the  peace,  dated  18th  July  1776,  with  two  deposi- 
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B Pub.  Diary  70  of  1776,  567. 

6 Mr.  Garden’s  Letter  runs  : Enclosed  you  will  please  to  receive  tbe  depositions  of 
Messrs.  George  Emptage  and  Samuel  Patterson, two  gentlemen  whofrom  their  situation 
I thouglit  were  likely  to  give  me  the  best  information  relative  to  the  cause  of  the  late 
fire.  I have  also  made  incpiiry  of  several  others  who  were  present  shortly  after  the 
fire  was  first  discovered  hut  cannot  learn  from  any  of  them  the  original  cause  of  it. 
Most  of  them  however  concur  with  Mr.  Emptage  in  opinion  that  had  the  engines  been 
in  good  order  and  properly  managed  the  Marine  House  might  have  been  saved. 
1)  The  deposition  of  Capt.  George  Emptage  taken  on  oath  before  me  Eoberfc  Garden 
Esquire,  one  of  his  Majesty’s  Justices  of  Peace ; This  deponent  being  first  duly  sworn 
saith  that  he  was  awoke  about  3 o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  21st  ultimo  by  one  of 
fiis  boys  telling  him  Mr.  Ulatson’s  house  was  on  fire  ; that  he  ran  over  to  the  place 
when  he  saw  the  flames  break  through  the  windows  of  the  room  over  the  passage  and 
that  the  fire  appeared  to  have  proceeded  from  the  room  behind  that  it  bi-oke  out  from, 
rhat  the  gates  and  doors  were  all  shut  and  nobody  stirring  in  or  about  the  house  ; 
that  the  fire  not  being  so  furious  hut  that  had  the  engines  been  brought  that  could 
iiave  been  made  use  of,  and  they  well  supplied,  this  deponent  does  firmly 
believe  the  Marine  House  might  have  been  saved,  hut  that  the  assistance  necessary 
3omin2:  too  late  it  was  not  possible  under  those  circumstances  to  have  saved  that 
bouse,  and  further  he  saith  not.  -Signed  George  Emptage.  Sworn  before  _ me  the 
lay  and  year  above  written.-Signed  Eobert  Garden.  (2)  The  depomyion  of 
Mr  Samuel  Patterson,  clerk  to  the  executors  to  the  estate  of  John  Ulatson  Esquire, 
taken  on  oath  before  me,  Robert  Garden  Esquire,  one  of  His  Majesty  s Justices  of 
Peace  : This  deponent  being  first  duly  sworn  dep  iseth  and  saith  that  smne  months 
before  the  fire  that  happened  the  21st  of  last  June,  an  alarm  was  given  of  fire  which 
proved  to  be  in  a room  to  the  north  of  the  hall  of  the  house  Mr.  Ulatson  lived  in,  but 
was  soon  put  out.  It  was  occasioned  by  a bale  of  raw  silk  haying  taken  fire  from  sortie 
inknown  cause.  That  room  never  was  entered  from  that  day  to  the  21st  June  last, 
io  the  best  of  this  deponent’s  recollection,  at  night  or  any  other  tune  with  a light,  but 
hat  while  he  had  charge  of  the  goods  in  that  room,  which  was  about  a month  before 
he  last  fire  happened,  he  is  positive  no  light  was  ever  carried  into  it.  ihat  this. 
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tions  and  recorded  the  following  Eesolution  on  the  evidence  before  them 
Bead  a letter  from  Mr.  Garden  accompanying  some  depositions 
taken  by  him  in  consequence  of  our  orders  respecting  the  late  fire  a1 
the  marine  and  superintendent's  houses.  As  it  appears  thereby  that 
the  progress  of  the  fire  might  have  been  stopped  had  the  engines  beer 
in  proper  order,  it  is  resolved  that  in  future  they  be  put  undei' 
charge  of  the  major  of  artillery  who  must  be  directed  to  work  them  as 
often  as  may  be  necessary  with  the  artillery  lascars  to  keep  them  ir 
proper  order. 

At  the  same  Consultation  of  30th  July  1776  Government  read  also- 
the  following  report  from  the  principal  engineer  Mr.  Nilson,  regarding 
the  state  and  condition  of  the  marine  and  superintendents  houses 
burnt  down  by  the  late  fire : The  whole  roof  of  the  main  building,  the 
ceilings,  the  floors  windows  and  doors  have  mostly  been  consumed, 
by  the  fire,  the  two  terrace  floors  of  the  front  and  back  verandas  are 
very  little  damaged,  the  wood  work  of  the  staircase  is  partly  destroyed 
and  must  be  replaced  with  new.  It  appears  also  that  the  whole  of  thei 
fronts  and  partition  walls  of  the  upper  part  of  the  building  have  beer, 
raised  on  and  supported  by  a frame  of  timber  owing  to  the  greatesi- 
part  of  the  walls  of  the  first  floor  being  partly  mud  and  sandstone  anc 
partly  sandstone  and  chunam,  and,  as  the  abovementioned  frame  is 
entirely  consumed,  it  will  be  necessary  in  case  the  house  should  be 
rebuilt  to  pull  down  all  the  fronts  and  partition  walls  and  erect  such  s 
frame  of  wood  as  it  had  before  as  the  lower  walls  of  this  building  are  not 
strong  enough  to  support  such  weight  without  the  frame.  Part  of  the 
roof  of  the  right  wing  is  burnt  and  some  pillars  in  the  verandas  broke, 
down ; the  greatest  part  of  the  roof  of  the  left  wing  is  consumed,  as  are 
also  some  doors  and  windows,  and  some  partition  walls  and  pillars 
are  pulled  down.  The  main  building  of  the  superintendents  house  is 
entirely  destroyed,  namely  roofs,  ceilings,  staircase,  floorings,  doors,  and 
windows.  Two  partition  walls  are  fallen  down  and  the  whole  ol 
this  in  a totally  ruined  condition,  but  the  apartments  and  offices 
near  the  sea  side  are  all  complete.  On  this  the  Board  record  : Read 
a report  of  the  present  state  and  condition  of  the  marine  and 
superintendents  houses.  Ordered  that  the  estimates  be  made  by  the 
acting  engineer  and  clerk  of  the  works  with  other  proj)er  persons,  of 
the  expense  of  rebuilding  them  upon  the  original  jplan  with  stone  and 
chunam  and  of  rebuilding  them  on  frames  of  timber  J 

On  receipt  of  the  required  estimates  at  their  Consultation  of  lltlr 
December  1776  Government  direct:  The  land  paymaster  now  lays 


deponent  the  time  the  fire  happened  on  the  21st  June  in  the  morning  was  asleep  ir 
the  bungalow  at  the  back  of  the  house  on  fire  ; that  the  evening  before  the  fire  die 
happen  this  deponent  had  supped  in  the  room  next  to  that  in  which  the  goods  were 
and  which  is  supposed  first  to  have  taken  fire,  and  the  only  light  that  was  in  the  room 
with  him  at  supper  was  a candle  which  he  took  away  with  him  into  the  bungalow. 
The  bale  of  raw  silk  that  occasioned  the  first  fire  was  at  that  time  not  in  the  house, - 
having  been  taken  out  and  sold  some  time  before,  and  further  this  deponent  saitb 
not,  except  that  the  room  in  which  the  goods  were  had  not  been  opened  for  aboul 
three  days  before  the  fire. — Signed  Samuel  Patterson,  Sworn  before  me  the  day  and 
year  above  written. — Signed  Robert  Garden.  Pub.  Diarj^  70  of  1776,  604  - 606. 

1 Pub.  Diary  70  of  1776,  696. 
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^,)e£ore  us  according  to  order  two  estimates  o£  the  expense  of  rebuilding 
ilie  marine  house,  one  of  erecting  it  upon  frames  of  timber  amounting 
iio  Rs.  33^09 6-0-t)0,  and  the  other  of  rebuilding  it  from  the  ground 
|\dth  stone  and  chunam  amounting  to  Its.  48^912-2-35.  Resolved 
ibefore  we  determine  upon  either  of  these  p^ans  that  we  make  the  ex- 
: periment  if  this  work  cannot  be  executed  cheaper  by  contract.  Ordered 
therefore  that  notices  be  affixed  that  we  will  receive  sealed  proposals 
dfrom  any  person  or  persons  who  will  contract  to  rebuild  this  house 
agreeable  to  the  plan  now  before  us  by  which  the  estimates  were 
iibrmed.^ 

1 Next  year^  1777^  at  their  Consultation  of  8th  January  Government 
.‘•ecord  : No  proposals  having  yet  been  delivered  for  rebuilding  the 
u.narine  house  by  contract  and  the  price  of  timber  whicli  will  be  the 
mrincipal  article  of  expense  being  at  present  very  high^  it  is  resolved 
‘ :o  defer  this  work  until  the  pleasure  of  our  Honourable  Masters  is 
DXnown,  by  which  time  we  hope  the  price  will  be  reduced.^ 

A year  later^  19th  March  17 78^  the  Court  express  their  disapproval 
bf  both  proposals:  We  have  determined  they  say  not  to  consent  for 
zhe  present  to  any  marine  house  being  built.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  12th  May  1779  the  Board  record:  As  a 
0 proposal  is  now  before  us  for  enlarging  the  Esplanade^  we  think  it 
ivery  improper  to  erect  buildings  thereon  which  may  in  a short  time 
; be  again  pulled  down.  Some  other  accommodations  must  therefore  be 
rjtound  for  the  first  battalion  of  sepoys.  It  appears  to  us  the  barracks 
on  Old  Woman-’s  Island  will  very  well  answer  the  purpose.^' 

L At  a Consultation  of  the  8th  March  1780  the  Board  read  a letter 
cFrom  Mr.  Lawrence  Nilson^  principal  engineer,  to  the  President  and 
(uouncil,  dated  15th  February  1780  : I have  removed  a very  large 
rand  extensive  sandbank  on  that  part  of  the  esplanade  next  to  the  sea. 
At  the  same  time  I was  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  the  burying 
•grounduntouched  alons^  whose  whole  length  of  380  and  half  of  its  breadth 
of  240  feet  runs  a sandbank  more  than  eight  feet  high  above  the  common 
devel  and  not  more  than  five  hundred  yards  from  the  nearest  cannon  of  the 
s place.  As  this  renders  it  very  commodious  for  an  enemy  to  erect 
iibatteries  on,  the  removal  of  the  burial  ground  becomes  highly 
Advisable.  As  it  is  necessary  to  have  another  place  appointed  for  the 
[jpurpose  of  burying  the  dead,  I have  to  request  your  IIonouBs 
borders  for  enclosing  another  place  for  that  purpose  where  your  Honour- 
table  Board  shall  please  to  direct.  After  this  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  judged 
aproper  or  be  found  absolutely  necessary  the  high  bank  on  the  present 
burying  ground  may  be  removed.  A house  belonging  to  Janoji 
iuiukadam  of  weavers  stands  directly  in  the  gorge  of  the  Mandvi 
" bastion  and  at  present  impedes  the  carrying  on  the  bomb-proofs  next 
bo  the  new  magazine.  As  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  J anojPs  house 
tshould  be  removed,  I have  to  request  your  Honourable  Board  to  be 
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1 Bub.  Diary  70  of  1776,  891.  ^ p^b.  Diary  71  of  1777,  21. 

^ Pub.  Dep.  CourBs  Letters  Yol.  10  of  1778  - 1782,  36. 

* ^ Pub.  Diary  75  of  1779,  287.  Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vol,  2 of  1759*1788,  200. 


[Historical 


Chapter  IV* 

Fortifications 
and  Buildings. 


Town  Hall, 
1780, 


A House  for  the 
b'ecretary, 
1786. 


Digging  on 
the  Esplanade 
Forbidden, 
1780. 

Bombay, 

1784. 

Buildings, 


English  Houses. 


486  BOMBAY  TOWN 

pleased  to  give  orders  for  the  removal  of  the  house  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble.^ 

Ordered  that  he  examine  and  fix  upon  a proper  spot  for  a new 
burying  ground  taking  care  that  it  be  at  such  a distance  from  the; 
works  as  not  to  be  liable  to  any  further  removal.  The  house  he  mentions 
must  be  valued  and  removed  as  soon  as  possible.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  10th  April  1780  the  Board  read  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  Lawrence  Nilson  Esquire,  principal  engineer,  to  the 
President  and  Council,  dated  the  30th  March  1780  : I have  the  honour 
to  enclose  a valuation  of  the  house  of  J anoji  weaver  situated  in  the 
gorge  of  the  Mandvi  bastion,  v hich  I take  the  liberty  to  request  your 
Honourable  Board  will  be  pleased  to  order  payment  of.^  Ordered  the: 
valuation  of  the  weaver^s  house,  Bs.  1835-2-20,  must  be  paid  to  the 
proprietor.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  23rd  August  1780  the  Board  resolved 
that  a survey  be  made  of  the  Town  Hall  and  a report  delivered  in  of 
its  present  state  and  condition.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  22nd  March  1780  the  Board  read  a letter 
from  the  Secretary  and  passed  the  following  decision:  On  considera- 
tion of  the  Secretary's  case  and  as  we  judge  him  entitled  to  the 
indulgence  he  requests,  and  on  that  principle  recommended  his  request, 
to  the  Honourable  Company,  it  is  agreed  to  purchase  the  house  at 
the  price  before  offered  being  Rs.  20,000  and  to  allot  it  for  the  residence 
of  the  Secretary.® 

At  a Consultation  of  the  28th  January  1786  the  Board  ordered 
that  the  principal  engineer  be  directed  not  to  permit  private  persons  to 
dig  for  sand-stone  on  the  esplanade  on  any  account  whatever.'^ 

Mr.  Forbes,  the  author  of  Oriental  Memoirs,  writes  : About  1784  when 
I left  Bombay  the  generality  of  the  public  buildings  were  more  useful 
than  elegant.  The  Government  house,  custom  house,  marine  house, 
barracks,  mint,  treasury,  theatre,  and  prison  included  the  chief  of 
these  structures.  There  were  also  three  large  hospitals,  one  within  the 
gates  for  Europeans,  another  on  the  esplanade  for  the  sepoys  or  native 
troops  in  the  Company^  service,  and  a third  on  an  adjacent  island  for 
convalescents.  The  only  Protestant  church  on  the  island  stood  near 
the  centre  of  the  town,  a large  and  commodious  building  with  a neat 
tower.  There  was  also  a charity  school  for  boys  and  a fund  for  the 
poor  belonging  to  the  Church  of  England.  There  were  seldom  more 
than  two  chaplains  belonging  to  the  Bombay  establishment.  AVhen  I 
was  in  India  (1766-1784),  the  one  resided  at  the  Presidency,  the  other 
alternately  at  Surat  and  Broach,  where  were  considerable  EuropeaB 
garj-isons.  The  Roman  Catholics  had  several  churches  and  chapels  ir 
different  parts  of  the  island  and  enjoyed  every  indulgence  froni  the 
English  Government.  The  English  houses  at  Bombay,  though  neither 

o ^ 


1 Pub.  Diary  77  of  1780,  83.  ^ Pub.  Diary  77  of  1780,  81. 

3 Tnh.  Diary  77  of  1780,  154.  ^ Pub.  Diary  77  of  1780,  149. 

5 Pub.  Diary  77  of  1780,  350.  ® Pub.  Diary  77  of  1780,  95. 

^ Comp,  of  Standing  Ord.  Vob  2 of  1759  • 1788,  200. 
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SO  large  nor  elegant  as  those  at  Calcutta  or  Madras,  were  comfortable 
and  well  furnished.  They  were  built  in  the  European  style  of  archi- 
tecture as  much  as  the  climate  would  admit  of,  but  lost  something  of 
that  appearance  by  the  addition  of  verandas  or  covered  piazzas  to  shade 
those  apartments  most  exposed  to  the  sun.  A\hen  illuminated  and 
filled  with  social  parties  in  the  evening  these  verandas  gave  the  town 
a very  cheerful  apjiearance.  But  since  I left  India  (1784)  the  town 
houses  have  been  almost  deserted  by  the  English  who  reside  entirely 
at  their  country  villas.  The  gentlemen  only  go  to  the  fort  in  the 
morning  to  transact  their  business,  devoting  the  evening  to  domestic 
pleasure  and  convivial  meetings  at  their  garden  houses.^ 

The  houses  of  the  rich  Hindus  and  Muhammadans  are  generally 
built  within  an  enclosure  surrounded  by  galleries  or  verandas  not  only 
for  privacy  but  to  exclude  the  sun  from  the  apartments.  This  court 
IS  fie(][uently  adorned  with  shrubs  and  flowers  and  a fountain  playing 
before  the  principal  room  where  the  master  receives  his  guests  which 
is  open  in  front  to  the  garden  and  furnished  with  carpets  and  cushions.^ 
The  large  bazar  or  the  street  in  the  black  town  within  the  fortress 
contained  many  good  Asiatic  houses  and  shops  stored  with  merchandise 
jfrom  all  parts  of  the  world  for  the  Europeans  and  Natives.  These 
hhops  were  generally  Impt  by  the  Indians,  especially  the  Pa'rsis,  who 
after  paying  the  established  import  customs  were  exempted  from  other 
duties.^ 

On  the  17th  July  1786  the  managers  of  the  Theatre  wrote  to 
Messrs.  Rawson  Hart  Boddam,  Robert  S^iarks,  and  Richard  Church, 
his  MajestyN  Justices  for  the  town  and  county  of  Bombay:  The 
managers  of  the  theatre  with  the  utmost  respect  beg  leave  to  represent 
to  this  Honourable  Board  that  some  time  ago  they  addressed  the 
Honourable  the  Governor  and  Council  and  enclosed  plans  and  an 
Ifistimate  with  a proposal  for  erecting  a court  house  adjoining  to  the 
Theatre,  but  they  conceive  from  a multiplicity  of  business  of  greater 
moment  the  Honourable  Board  have  not  had  time  to  take  the  matter 
into  consideration.  The  managers  are  very  desirous  in  every  respect 
to  make  the  theatre  as  commodious  as  possible  to  His  MajestyN 
Justices  until  such  time  as  the  Honourable  the  Governor  General  and 
^Council  may  think  proper  to  adopt  some  other  plan.  In  the  meantime 
■the  managers  hope  the  Government  will  have  no  objection  to  order  the 
pounty  to  pay  a moderate  rent  to  enable  them  to  finish  the  plastering  of 
ohe  house  and  in  other  respects  to  keep  it  in  perfect  repair.  The  managers 
rave  the  honour  to  enclose  a bill  for  rent  for  the  time  they  have  already 
made  use  of  it  and  hope  it  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Honourable  Board.^ 

On  the  above  letter  the  Board  at  their  Consultation,  the  27th  July 
1786,  observe  : Read  a letter  from  the  managers  of  the  theatre  addressed 
:o  his  Majesty'’ s Justices  enclosing  a bill  for  the  rent  of  that  building 
luring  the  time  it  has  been  occasionally  appropriated  for  the  meeting 
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^ Forbes’  Oriental  Memoirs,  I.  153, 


2 Forbes’  Oriental  Memoirs,  I.  75, 
^ Pub.  Diary  88  of  1786,  502. 
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o£  the  quarterly  sessions  amounting*  to  Es.  500.  As  we  have  had  it  in 
contemplation  to  dispose  of  the  Old  Town  Hall  and  erect  a new  building 
from  the  produce  of  its  sale,  and,  as  the  exorbitance  of  the  present 
demand  renders  it  necessary  to  come  to  an  immediate  determination, 
it  is  resolved  that  the  old  building  be  sold  at  public  outcry  on  Monday 
the  21st  of  the  ensuing  month  of  August  for  ready  money  and  on  the 
terms  which  will  be  noticed.  As  the  warehouses  under  the  Old  Town 
Hall  are  appropriated  by  the  farmer^ s lease  for  the  lodgment  of  his 
tobacco,  our  determination  must  be  communicated  to  the  Collector  who 
is  to  settle  with  the  tobacco  farmer  for  a compensation  in  lieu  thereof 
during  the  remainder  of  the  lease.  The  General  will  direct  the  clerk 
of  the  works  to  draw  out  a plan  of  the  intended  building  on  the  most 
frugal  scale  to  be  erected  on  the  ruins  of  the  old  marine  house  which 
appears  to  us  to  be  the  most  convenient  and  proper  place  for  this 
purpose.^ 

The  next  month  the  Town  Hall  was  accordingly  sold.  On  the. 
21st  August  1786  the  land  paymaster  writes  to  Government: 
Agreeable  to  your  orders  I this  day  put  up  the  Town  Hall  to  public u 
sale  on  the  terms  prescribed  by  your  Honour  and  sold  the  same  to 
Harjivan  Sirpat  for  Es.  22,600.  As  the  records  of  the  MayoCs  Court 
were  in  the  upper  apartments  and  the  warehouses  below  were  in 
possession  of  the  tobacco  farmer,  I conditioned  ^vith  the  purchaser  thati 
the  whole  should  be  cleared  out  and  delivered  up  to  him  in  one  month 
from  this  date.^ 

Three  days  later,  at  a Consultation  on  the  24th  A.ugust  1786,  the. 
Board  record  : Eead  a letter  from  the  land  paymaster  reporting  thei 
sale  of  the  Old  Town  Hall  for  the  sum  of  Es.  22,600  agreeable  to  the 
public  notice  given  for  that  purpose.^  Eead  also  a letter  from  the 
Collector  dated  20th  August  1786  : Ordered  that  the  Collector  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  sale  of  the  Old  Town  Hall  and  that  the 
purchaser  is  to  be  put  in  possession  thereof  wdthin  one  month  from  the 
day  of  sale.^  The  land  paymaster  must  be  directed  to  appropriate  a 
dry  and  secure  room  in  the  back  part  of  the  large  house  rented  of 
Mr.  Hornby  for  the  lodgment  of  the  records  of  the  Honourable  the 


' Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  27tli  July  1786.  Pub.  Diary  88  of  1786,  497. 

2 Pub.  Diary  88  of  1786,  562-563. 

^ On  the  7th  May  1803  the  Committee’s  Secretary  writes  to  the  Civil  Paymaster 
I am  directed  by  the  Town  Committee  to  request  you  will  furnish  thern  as  soon  as 
possible  with  the  following  information  : What  the  Old  Town  Hall  in  the  Baz4i 
sold  for  and  the  number  of  square  yards  the  property  comprised.  (Bombay  Towi 
Committee  Vol.  183  of  1803,  313-314.)  In  reply  the  same  day  (7th  May_  1803)  th( 
Civil  Paymaster  writes  ; In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  date  you  will  infrom  th 
Committee  that  the  Old  Town  Hall  was  sold  by  public  outcry  on  21st  August  1786  t< 
Harjivan  Sirpat  for  Es.  22,600  as  appears  by  the  records  of  the  Civil  pay  office.  . 
have  referred  to  the  Collector’s  office  for  the  measurement  which  I find  to  beytated  n 
a report  of  the  vereadores  and  mattaras  under  date  15th  January  l787  at  8187^  squan 
feet.  (Ditto,  314-315.)  This  Town  Hall  is  the  Court  of  Judicature  of  1678.  Th 
shell  remains  in  Bazar  Gate  Street.  . 

**  As  regards  the  sale-deed  of  this  Town  Hall  the  Diary  of  the  30th  December  178( 
has  the  following  entry  : The  Secretary  lays  before  the  Board  the  deed  of  sale  o 
the  Town  Hall  which  is  ordered  to  be  executed  and  delivered  to  the  purchase- 
Harjivan  Sirpat.  Pub.  Diary  93  of  1788,  469, 
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[ayor^s  Court. ^ As  tlie  wareliouses  and  shops  beneath  tlie  Town  Hall 
.,‘*e  soon  to  be  delivered  up,  it  is  aon’eed  to  allow  the  tobacco  farmer 
,ie  monthly  sum  of  Rs.  80  in  lieu  of  those  warehouses  and  it  is 
ipected  he  will  immediately  provide  himself  with  proper  places  of 
Rich  the  Collector  must  be  acquainted." 

Letter  from  the  Register  to  the  Mayor's  Court,  dated  Bombay  Town 
Tall  2 8th  August  1786:  lam  commanded  by  the  Honourable  the  Mayor 
: ) achnowledge  receipt  of  your  Secretary's  letter  of  the  25th  instant 
cquainting  the  Court  that  the  ground  on  which  the  Old  Town  Hall 
.bands  had  been  sold  and  that  the  land  paymaster  had  received  orders 
70  prepare  a room  in  the  large  house  rented  of  Mr.  Hornby  for  the 
reception  of  the  Court's  reeords.  In  answer  thereto  I am  directed 
£0  acquaint  your  Honourable  Board  that  for  a long  time  past  the 
Mayor's  Court  have  laboured  under  great  inconveniences  from  the  want 
fif  a proper  place  to  meet  in.  As  this  will  not  be  obviated  by  the 
nemoval  of  their  records  to  the  place  allotted,  I am  ordered  to  request 
n^our  Honoumble  Board  to  appoint  some  proper  place  to  meet  in  or 
she  Court  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  renting  a house  and  charging 
she  Honourable  Company  with  the  expense  thereof 

) On  the  above  letter  the  Board  resolve  on  the  30th  August  1786: 
^Read  a letter  from  the  Honourable^  Mayor's  Court  signifying  their 
r being  in  want  of  a place  to  assemble  in  and  rejiresenting  that  a piopei 
aiccommodation  may  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose.  Ordered  that 
9;hey  lie  acquainted,  we  have  come^  to  a determination  of  building  a 
sNew  Town  Hall  and  until  that  be  finished  the  Court  will  be  accommodated 
Iwith  a room  in  the  house  rented  of  Mr.  Hornby  if  convenient  to  them. 


' The  following  extracts  of  1788  show  that  the  Mayor's  Court  was 
iremoved  from  the  Old  Town  Hall  to  the  Admiralty  House  m 1786: 
^Letter  from  the  Mayor's  Court  to  Government,  dated  Bombay  Cast  e 
'17th  March  1788.  Having  summoned  the  members  of  the  Honourable 
Ithe  Mayor's  Court  to  lay  before  theni  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant 
iaddressed  officially  to  me  and  acquainting  me  that  from  public  exigency 
(you  had  ordered  a set  of  rooms  in  the  bandar  or  custnm  house  to  be 
appropriated  for  the  reception  of  the  Mayor's  Court,  they  unanimously 
■came  to  the  following  resolution  which  by  their  desire  I have  the 
uhonour  of  communicating  to  you  : That  they  should  consider  an  assent 
f;on  their  part  to  be  highly  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  Court  and 
Cat  all  events  the  place  to  be  extremely  inconvenient  foi  i s mee  mgs. 
iThat  they  therefore  desire  some  proper  and  commodious  building  may 
ffie  allotted  for  the  reception  of  the  Court ; since  until  such  time  as  it 
fcan  meet,  conveniently  with  its  dignity  and  convenience,  ^ e 1 a}oi  an 
Aldermen  must  be  under  the  necessity  of  adjourning  their  meetings  and 
^suspending  the  administration  of  civil  justice  oi  o caii^in^  in  o 
^execution  their  re. solution  communicated  , onouia  e le 

[Governor  and  Council  under  the  28th  August  1/86  (copy  of  which  I 


‘ This  Hornby  House  also  called  Admiralty  House  and  the  Recorder’s  Court  is  the 

rrrHf  17^^^ 

Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  30th  Aug.  1786,  Pub.  Diary  88  of  1/86, 
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^ve  the  honour  to  enclose)  o£  renting  a house  for  the  reception  of  the 
Court  at  the  expense  of  the  Honourable  Company. 

On  the  above  letter  a Consultation  of  the  20th  March 
records  : The  President  (the  Honourable  Andrew  Ramsay)  lays  before 
the  Board  a letter  addressed  him  by  the  Mayor  and  acquaints  us  thai 
the  Admiralty  House  wherein  the  Mayor’s  Court  had  for  some  time 
past  ^cn  assembled,  being  now  appropriated  to  the  accommodation  ol 
the  onicers  of  His  Majesty’s  71st  Regiment  he  had  directed  a suite  oi 
apartments  in  the  bandar  to  be  fitted  up  for  the  Court  not  as  £ 
permanent,  but  as  a temporary  place  for  their  meetings  until  a more 
suitable  building  can  be  provided  for  them.  The  President  observinc 
at  the  same  time  that  Courts  have  been  frequently  held  in  the  bandar 
heretofore  without  its  having  ever  been  considered  as  derogatory  t( 
their  dignity.^  Resolved  therefore  that  the  Court  be  acquainted  tha' 
we  shall  provide  a suitable  place  for  theii*  reception  as  soon  as  it  may. 
be  in  our  jiower.  ^ In  the  meantime  we  hope  they  will  put  up  witl 
such  accommodation  as  the  bandar  affords.^ 

Thereupon  the  Register  to  the  Mayor’s  Court  wrote  the  followinp 
letter  to  Government  on  the  2Ith  March  1788:  Your  Secretary’;, 
letter  of  the  21st  instant  having  this  day  been  taken  into  consideratioi 
by  the  Honourable  the  Mayor’s  Court  they  have  directed  me  to  acquain. 
your  Honourable  Board  that  they  unanimously  remain  in  the  opinioi 
notified  to  the  Honourable  the  President  in  the  AYorshipful  the  Mayor’  ", 
lettei  of  the  17tli  instant.  As  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Director 
have  given  01  ders  for  the  expenses  of  the  Court  to  be  defrayed  from  thei 
treasury,  they  the  Court  have  further  commanded  me  to  again  inforn 

* T.i.|  1 ^ SS  some  commodious  building  i 

immediately  allotted  for  the  Court  to  meet  in,  they  shall  be  unde: 
the  necessity  of  renting*  a house  and  charging  the  Honourable  Com 
pany  with  the  expense  thereof  in  order  that  the  business  of  the  Com* 

which  has  already  met  with  considerable  delay  may  no  louder  b 
impeded.  J & 

at  a Consultation  on  the  25th  Marc! 
1788,  the  President  acquaints  the  Board  that  in  consequence  of  th 
inconvenience  which  the  Mayor’s  Court  apprehend  would  attend  thei 
carrying  on  their  jiroeeedings  in  the  bandar  he  has  directed  that  th 
part  of  the  marine  house  at  present  occupied  by  the  Secretary  to  th 
maiine  board  be  fitted  up  as  a Court  House  and  Town  Hall,  the  expense  o 
which  by  an  estimate  made  by  the  engineer  and  now  before  us  will  no 
exceed  Rs.  133.  This  intention  must  be  accordingly  communicated  t< 
the  Mayor  s Court.  We  think  it  necessary  to  remark  that  as  we  ha V( 
allotted  them  apartments  in  the  bandar  wherein  courts  had  been  fre 
quently  held  and  which  in  our  opinious  would  have  answered  the  piirpos* 
veiy  well  for  the  present,  we  have  been  in  no  way  accessory  to  their 
legal  proceedings  being  impeded.^ 


2 Bom  ^ Forrest’s  Home  Series,  II.  345-346. 
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On  tile  ] Itli  Janaary  1791  the  Register  of  the  Mayor’s  Court  writes 
to  Government : The  attorneys  of  the  Mayor’s  Court  having  represented 
to  the  Court  that  the  place  allotted  them  in  the  Town  Hall  is  much 
too  small  and  confined^  I am  directed  by  the  Court  to  request  that  the 
necessary  orders  may  be  given  to  the  proper  officer  to  enlarge  the 
: same  so  that  it  may  be  made  sufficiently  spacious  and  commodious  for 
, the  attorneys’  accommodation.^ 

On  receipt  of  the  above  letter  a Consultation  of  the  18th  January 
1791  records  : Read  the  above  letter  from  the  Mayor’s  Court  in  conse- 
; quence  of  which  the  land  paymaster  will  be  directed  to  make  the 
j alterations  in  the  Town  Hall  requested  by  the  Court." 

On  the  15th  February  1791  the  Register  of  the  Mayor’s  Court 
j writes  to  Government : The  land  paymaster  having  represented  to 
the  Mayor’s  Court  that  your  Honourable  Board  had  objected  to  his 
vplan  for  the  proposed  alterations  in  the  Town  Hall,  I am  directed  by 
' the  Court  to  acquaint  you  that  such  plan  was  duly  considered  and 
lapproved  of  by  the  Court  before  I was  last  commanded  to  address  you, 
iiand  that  the  alterations  therein  laid  down  are  such  as  the  Court  deem 
uabsolutely  necessary  for  their  accommodation  and  that  of  their  officers. 

On  the  18th  February  1791  Government  observe:  In  answer  to  the 
I'Toregoing  letter  the  Mayor’s  Court  must  be  informed  that  the 
1-situation  of  the  Comj)any’s  treasury  will  not  permit  of  their  author- 
j ising  further  alterations  to  be  made  to  the  Court  House  than  they 
rhave  already  empowered  the  land  paymaster  to  execute.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  24th  April  1787  the  Board  record: 
r' Encroachments  having  been  made  within  the  walls  of  the  garrison  by 
it  the  native  inhabitants  having  built  numerous  houses  which  may  essen- 
sitially  interfere  with  the  public  works  and  be  detrimental  to  the  health 
’ of  the  community,  we  think  it  expedient  to  appoint  a committee 
( consisting  of  the  land  paymaster,  collector,  and  chief  engineer 
I 'who  must  be  directed  to  examine  the  several  private  buildings  now 
Si  carrying  on  within  the  town  walls  and  report  how  far  they  may  be 
q prejudicial  in  these  respects.  The  committee  must  also  suspend  the 
ij  progress  of  such  buildings  as  they  judge  proper  until  they  have  eom- 
1 pleted  the  said  report.* 

In  consequence  of  the  Consultation  of  the  24th  April  1787  the 
Oifollowiug  letter  was  addressed  on  the  7th  May  1787  to  Mr.  William 
i Arden,  provisional  collector,  Mr.  Patrick  Craufurd  Bruce,  land  paymaster 
j;and  Major  Robert  Nicholson,  chief  engineer:  The  Honourable  the 
‘ President  and  Council  having  noticed  various  encroachments  within  the 
: town  wall  by  the  erection  of  numerous  private  buildings  which  they 
f,  apprehend  must  be  detrimental  to  the  works,  as  well  as  prejudicial  to 
! the  health  of  the  community,  have  judged  expedient  to  appoint  you  a 
: * committee  for  investigating  these  abuses,  directing  that  you  report  to 


^ Pub.  Diary  98  of  1791,  22. 

* Bom.  Gov,  Consultation  18tb  Jan.  1791,  Pub.  Diary  98  of  1791,  22. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  18tb  Feb.  1791,  Pub.  Diary  98  of  1791,  79» 

* Pub,  Diary  90  of  1787,  333. 
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them  fully  your  sentiments  thereon,  and  that  in  the  interim  you  put  a ' 
stop  to  the  progress  of  such  buildings  now  carrying  on  as  you  may  . 
think  necessary^ 

At  a Consultation,  dated  the  24th  August  1787,  the  Board  read  the  e 
following  letter  from  the  above  committee  to  the  Honourable  Bawson 
Hart  Boddam  Esquire,  President  and  Governor  in  Council,  dated  ' 
Bombay  21st  August  1787:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  7th: 
May  a2)pointiiig  us  a committee  for  inspecting  private  buildings  we  : 
have  made  enquiry  concerning  the  various  buildings  now  erecting  by 
private  people  within  the  town  wall.  We  find  that  the  proprietors  of  t 
the  houses  now  building  have  had  23ermission  according  to  the  usual 
and  established  mode,  and  that  they  have  restricted  themselves  within  l 
the  limits  of  their  ground.  Hitherto  in  the  absence  of  any  restriction 
respecting  the  height  of  houses  the  confined  extent  of  their  ground  has  s 
led  many  of  the  black  inhabitants  in  their  part  of  the  town  to  raise 
their  houses  to  so  great  height  as  may  be  injurious  to  the  healthiness  > 
of  the  town.  It  has  likewise  been  unfortunate,  both  for  the  coolness  > 
and  the  appearance  of  the  town,  that  little  attention  has  been  given  to 
the  breadth  of  the  streets,  and  to  keej^ing  them  as  much  as  possible 
straight  cutting  each  other  at  right  angles.  To  suddenly  remedy  these  : 
inconveniences  might  be  oppressive  to  many  individuals  and  would 
occasion  a very  heavy  expense.  But  a cure  might  be  effected  in  the 
course  of  a moderate  time,  without  injustice  or  much  expense,  by  proper 
regulations  rigidly  adhered  to  ; since  in  all  well-regulated  communities  > 
the  conveniency  of  an  individual  must  give  way  to  the  public  good.l 
We  would  recommend  that  the  principal  street  within  the  town  and> 
round  the  works  should  be  enlarged  to  fifty  feet  in  "width  clear  of  all 
projections.  All  iiew^  houses  to  be  built  at  that  distance  from  thosCs 
immediately  opposite  to  them,  or  from  the  walls  of  the  town.  The; 
cross  streets  to  be  enlarged  to  twenty-five  feet,  clear  of  all  projections," 
and  the  lanes  to  fifteen  feet.  The  present  width  of  the  street  towards’ 
the  works  is  conformable  to  regulations  of  a very  long  standing, ^ 
in  the  engineer's  office.  On  enquiry  we  ffnd  those  regulations  have 
been  very  strictly  attended  to  in  confining  the  newly  erected  buildings, 
to  the  old  site  and  limits  of  the  ground.  A material  alteration  would 
in  course  take  place  from  this  time  forward,  if  the  proposed  recommen- 
dation regarding  the  breadth  of  the  streets  is  adopted.  We  would  like- 
wise recommend  tliat  all  houses  to  be  built  in  future  in  that  part  of 
the  town  belonging  to  the  black  inhabitants,  shall  not  be  raised  higher 
than  thirty-two  feet  from  the  terreplein  to  the  eaves,  that  is  two  feet 
for  the  height  of  the  fioor  and  thirty  feet  from  the  floor  to  the  eaves,- 
which  is  about  two  European  stories.  The  native  inhabitants  not  to  be 
restricted  in  the  number  of  their  stories  provided  their  houses  do  nol 
exceed  the  above  height.  We  are  of  opinion  it  would  be  better  to 
legulate  the  height  of  houses  belonging  to  the  native  inhabitants  rather 
from  the  eaves  than  from  the  ridge-beam,  because  their  ground  is  oftei^ 
extremely  narrow  which  obliges  them  to  increase  the  size  of  thch 
houses  ill  the  depth.  In  this  case  supposing  a house  of  sixty  feei 


1 Committee  Buiklings  Diary  177  of  1787-1793,  1. 
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in  depth  and  allowing  for  the  proper  and  necessary  slope  of  the 
)'vroof,  there  would  remain  very  little  height  for  the  wall  not  more 
Stthan  sufficient  for  one  storey.  This  would  be  particularly  injurious 
(to  the  more  wealthy  part  of  the  inhabitants,  as  likewise  to  the 
a.  weavers  whose  houses  require  to  be  of  a great  dej)th  in  order  to 
dgive  a sufficient  length  for  their  Avebs.  In  our  opinion  the  projections 
’]  of  the  shops  in  the  bazar  or  principal  street  of  tlie  black  town,  are 
r a very  great  nuisance  and  ought  all  to  be  immediately  removed,  as 

3 being  positive  encroachments  on  the  street,  and  receptacles  for  every 
dkind  of  filth  and  nastiness.  In  many  parts  of  the  town  iniiabited  by 
rlthe  natives  a very  filthy  practice  is  permitted  of  necessaries  openino* 
riinto  the  streets.  This  in  every  respect  is  highly  offensive.  These 
a;  necessaries,  we  should  hope,  Avill  immecliatly  be  ordered  to  be  closed  and 
01  nothing  of  the  kind  admitted  under  a very  severe  penalty  including 
ai  imprisonment  and  corporal  punishment  to  the  lower  classes  of  the 
[li  inhabitants.  Each  householder,  we  also  think,  should  be  oblio'ed  to 

4 clean  daily  that  part  of  the  street  opposite  his  dAvelling  house  and 
O' to  carry  the  rubbish  and  filth  to  convenient  places  to  be  fixed 
non  for  that  purpose  in  every  street  to  be  under  the  direction  of 
d'  the  scavenger  whose  people  and  carts  should  attend  daily  to  carry 
dit  off.  Any  householder  allowing  the  dirt  to  remain  in  the 
ii  street  opposite  his  house  should  be  fined.  The  admitting  all  kinds 
% of  goods  to  be  piled  up  on  what  is  called  the  Green  and  in 
d that  area  opposite  to  the  ]\Idndvi  we  likewise  think  is  a nuisance  and 
H being  allowed  to  extend  indiscriminately  to  all  sorts  of  goods,  may 

on  some  occasions  be  productive  of  unhealthy  consequences.  In  all 
ri  events  it  is  a very  great  inconvenience  and  eyesore  allowing  goods 
» to  be  tossed  doAvn  anywhere  at  the  option  of  the  proprietor.  We 
I should  therefore  recommend  that  the  putting  goods  on  the  Green  or 
on  any  other  open  area  Avithin  the  toAvn,  should  be  restricted  to  parti- 
U cular  kinds  of  specified  goods ; and  that  the  inspection  and  control  of 
I the  business  should  be  placed  under  such  authority  as  might  effectual- 
ly  prevent  the  inconvenience  from  going  beyond  the  limits  alloAved 
^ by  Government.  We  have  much  reason  to  imagine  that  many  indi- 
i viduals  ha\^e  encroached  beyond  the  proper  limits  of  their  ground,  and 
{ particularly  those  whose  houses  or  compounds  extend  to  lanes  and 
li  alleys.  To  detect  such  abuses  effectually  it  Avill  be  necessary  to  make 

4 a complete  survey  and  measurement  of  the  Avhole  of  the  private  pro- 
I perty  Avithin  the  town.  This  at  the  same  time  might  serve  the  good 
I purpose  of  establishing  the  future  intended  improvements  in  the  town 

5 by  ascertaining  the  best  and  most  advantageous  direction  for  the 
I .streets  and  lanes.  We  Avould  recommend  a heavy  fine  to  be  levied 
I from^  every  person  who  may  have  encroached,  and,  if  Avanted  for 

i public  purposes,  the  ground  to  be  taken,  or  if  left  Avith  the  possessor 
he  in  course  to  be  charged  Avitli  the  customary  ground  rent. 

^ Throughout  the  whole  toAvn  the  streets  are  exceedingly  in  A\^ant  of 
h repair.  Indeed  the  larger  part  have  never  even  been  formed.  In 
h,  consequence  of  this  during  the  rains  the  water  lodges  upon  them  and 
a makes  them  very  dirty.  Those  in  that  part  of  the  toAvn  inhabited  by 
J the  natives  are  in  a dreadful  situation,  and  particularly  during  the  minj 
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season  in  many  parts  they  are  knee  deep  m mnd  This  in  course  must 
become  putrid  and  bo  extremely  offensive  and  detrimental  to  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants.  To  remedy  this  effectually  would  require 
a very  heavy  expense,  because  it  would  be  necessary  to  form  sewers 
throughout  the  whole  town  to  lead  off  to  the  sea.  But  much  might 
be  remedied  by  having  the  streets  regularly  formed  with  a pretty  ■ 
high  arch,  and  where  possible  to  give  them  a slope  for  the  water  to 
run  off.  It  will  be  necessary  likewise  to  give  them  a good  substantial 
foundation  and  cover  them  with  shingle  and  sandstone  rubbish,  both  of  f 
which  articles  are  in  great  abundance  and  at  no  great  distance  from  i 
the  town.  As  considerable  expense  will  be  requmed  to  cany  this  into 
execution,  and  it  being  a matter  solely  for  the  benefit  convenience  and 
healthiness  of  the  inhabitants,  they  ought  in  course  to  bear  the  burden. 


healtnmess  or  me  iimciuiuaiiLc,  urxv.j  ^ 

The  mode  of  taxation  may  be  easily  detemiined  and  could  be  noways  • 
difficult  to  collect  from  so  rich  a community.* 


At  a Consultation,  the  24th  August  1787,  ««  Board  record  ; We  : 
admit  the  propriety  of  the  measures  recommended  by  the  committee 
for  remedying  the  inconvenience  pointed  out  by  them  and  for  the 
<reneral  improvement  of  the  town.  Such  part  of  the  regulations^  as  ■ 
will  not  incur  any  expense  to  the  Company  must  be  earned  into  im- 
mediate execution,  in  particular  those  which  will  conduce  to  cleanliness.^ 
The  necessary  orders  must  be  accordingly  given  to  the  officers  whose, 
province  it  is  to  superintend  and  enforce  the  observance  of  these  regula-i 

"tions  ^ 

At  their  Consultation  the  15th  Octoher  1799,  Gowrnment  read  the. 
Mowing  letter  from  Messrs.  James  Antoson  and  Wi  liam  SandwffV 
attorneys  to  Colonel  Jones,  dated  Bombay  August  1799  . On  the. 
arrival  in  September  1798  of  Sir  William  Syer,  the  first  Recorder,  ouri. 
house  was  taken  for  his  residence  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  200  a month.  Sirr 
William  desired  the  monthly  bills  might  be  drawn  out  in  his  name  and, 
tZt  we  would  consider  him  and  not  the  Company  as  our  tenant.  Tlns- 
wil  of  Sir  William  was  complied  with  until  he  intimated  to  us  that  he 
was  about  to  quit  the  house  as  his  private  residence  and  that  he  had, 
TwaiS  vonr  Lsent  to  retain  it  as  a Town  Hall.  We  therefore  con-^ 
:“al  necessary  that  some  official  should  e^s  be^ 

Government  and  us.  Yon  must  be  very  sensible,  Sii , that  the  tianstoim  . 
ing  a house  from  a private  dwelling  into  a place  of  public  3iistice  subjwts 

itfn  a more  than  ordinary  degree  to  every  °^J“SioMd 

therefore  trust  under  such  considerations  f “ *3 

urouosal  will  not  be  deemed  unreasonable.  Ihe  lent  to  De  paw 

oiiarterlv  at  Rs  250  a month  and  the  repairs  on  the  part  of  Govein- 
quaite  y , . ^ j f less  than  three  or  more  than  five 

jit  S . ..  .hTS«p>.y  the  ho-. 

I be  nut  by  them  into  its  original  state  of  dwelling  house  On  ths 

letter  the  /resident.  Honourable  Jonathan  Duncan,  makes  the  follow- 
tog  mMte  /uBde/standm  that  Sir  William  Syer  has  m consequence 
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I of  my  application  to  him  for  that  purpose  made  the  following  agree- 
nment  with  Mr.  Anderson  subject  to  the  ratification  of  Government, 
[ ! I recommend  that  the  same  be  approved  accordingly,  namely  : That 
)l  Government  take  the  house  for  three  years  at  a rate  of  hs.  200  a 
If]  month  and  keep  it  in  repair  during  the  term,  it  having  l^een  first  put 
h into  proper  repair  by  the  landlord.  Provided  nevertheless  that  if  Gov- 
raernment  choose  to  quit  it  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  three 
9^  years  that  they  shall  be  at  liberty  to  do  so  giving  three  months  notice 
! of  their  intention  and  paying  an  additional  rent  of  Rs.  50  a month 
:c[for  such  time  as  they  have  held  it.  That  Government  at  the  end  or 
li  other  expiration  of  the  said  term  shall  restore  the  house  to  its  original 
instate  at  their  expense  except  as  to  such  of  the  alterations  that  the 
k landlords  may  choose  to  continue.  The  Board  concurring  in  the 
i1  Presidents  recommendation,  ordered  an  ansAver  to  be  accordingly 
e;  despatched  in  the  terms  of  his  minute  to  Messrs.  Anderson  and  Sand- 
hMvith''s  application.^ 

The  great  fire  of  1803  in  the  north  of  the  town  gave  an 
q opportunity  for  introducing  throughout  the  area  affected  a system 
iof  wider  and  more  regular  streets.  On  the  26th  March  1803  Govern- 
►£ment  resolved  to  appoint  a committee  under  the  title  of  the  Town  Corn- 
et mittee  to  carry  out  Government  instructions  regarding  the  improve- 
ifiments  to  be  made  and  to  determine  the  compensation  that  might  be 
0 found  necessary  in  making  such  improvements.^ 

This  committee  which  was  called  the  Town  Committee  received  the 
4 following  instructions  : Upon  due  consideration  of  the  several  sug- 
igestions  from  our  own  members  it  may  j^erhaps  become  expedient  to 
I allow  the  native  merchants  whose  j^remises  have  been  burnt  to  build 
tin  lieu  of  those  now  destroyed,  warehouses  for  the  reception  under  due 
I precautions,  of  their  goods  and  connting  houses  in  as  far  in  respect 
I to  both  these  descriptions  of  structures,  as  shall  be  deemed  consistent 
bwith  a due  regard  to  the  security  of  the  fort.  This  seems  at  the  first 

i glance  to  opjDOse  this  class  of  inhabitants  being  allowed  to  have  their 
dwelling  houses  within  the  walls.  Objection  is  also  rightly  taken  to 
A any  of  the  proposed  warehouses  or  offices  being  of  more  than  two 
I stories  at  the  highest  or  otherwise  covered  than  by  terraces  instead  of 
cthe  pitched  roofs  that  have  hitherto  prevailed.  It  may  be  hoped  that 
lyou  will  be  able  to  convince  tlie  natives  in  question  of  the  unadvisable- 
aness  of  their  residing  in  a garrison  crowded  with  lofty  structures  filled 
bwith  goods  and  merchandise  and  intersected  by  such  narrow  streets  as 
I existed  before  the  late  fire.  And  that  from  the  conviction  forced  on 
f their  minds  by  the  late  sad  calamity,  they  Avill  willingly  concur  in  the 
i- expediency  of  their  dwelling  houses  and  families  being  without  the  fort 
^ where  they  ought  to  be  sensible  that  under  the  advantage  of  our  insular 
situation  both  Avill  be  in  perfect  security.  The  motives  for  our  inclin- 
liing  to  admit  any  description  of  their  goods  to  be  lodged  within  the 

I 

^ 

f ^ Pub.  Diary  144  of  1799,  2094  - 2695. 

® -The  members  of  this  committee  were  Messrs.  J.  II.  Clierry,  R,  Jones,  W.  Scott, 
AY,  Brookes,  Simon  Halliday,  and  P.  Hall,  Mr.  Hallet  was  appointed  their  secretary 
on  a salary  of  Rs,  400. 
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walls  and  for  their  being  consequently  indulged  with  counting ^ houses  . 
adjoining  arise  out  of  what  the  papers  now  transmitted  to  you  indicate  • 
to  be  tiie  local  circumstances  of  the  harbour,  where  that  part  of  it 
immediately  opposite  to  the  fortifications  is  represented  to  be  the  only 
eligible  spot  for  the  lading  of  ships  particularly  during  the  monsoon.  . 
This  point  it  will  be  your  object  still  further  to  investigate  since  h 
would  certainly  prove  above  all  things  desirable  that  every  mercantile  j 
house  especially  of  the  natives,  should  be  situated  without  the  fort  as  ; 
is  completely  the  case  at  Calcutta  and  has  we  understand  lately  become  v 
so  at  Madras.  Before  any  plan  be  finally  adopted  it  is  necessary  that  L 
the  right  of  possession  or  property  in  the  tract  laid  waste  by  the  late  3 
conflagration  should  be  thoroughly  ascertained.  Towards  assisting  in  : 
this  inquiry  you  are  herewith  furnished  with  statements  taken  from  i 
the  Collector's  registry  of  the  two  descriptions  of  ground,  namely 
public  and  private  affected  by  this  calamity.  To  these  statements  are  .■ 
added  remarks  from  Mr.  De  Souza  a well-informed  native  of  this  place. 
We  are  pleased  to  find  Mr.  Hall,  the  Company's  attorney,  does  not  t, 
deem  it  necessary  altogether  to  acquiesce  in  Mr.  De  Souza's  conclusions. 
Mr.  Hall  considers  that  the  part  of  the  ground  styled  'public'  wass 
given  to  the  tenants  not  in  perpetuity  as  understood  by  Mr.  De  Souza  a 
but  merely  as  a permissive  indulgence  to  be  resumed  at  will.  Mr.", 
Hall  holds  that  unless  any  of  the  public  or  unpensioned  tenants  cant 
show  leases  from  Government  conferring  a superior  title,  those  distin-  - 
guished  under  the  name  of  pensioned  proprietors  can  alone  claimu 
compensation  from  the  Honourable  Company  for  any  ground  which  it,: 
may  be  deemed  advisable  to  reoccupy. ^ 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  record  of  the  committee's'- 
proceedings  and  the  correspondence  between  them  and  Government : 
In  April  (23rd)  1803  the  Town  Committee's  Secretary  writes  to  theu 
Secretary  to  Government:  I am  directed  by  the  Town  Committee  tc 
communicate  through  you  their  request  to  the  Honourable  the  Governor 
in  Council,  that  information  may  be  afforded  them  what  ground  iti 
will  be  indispensably  necessary  to  reserve  between  the  ramparts  and. 
the  houses  which  may  be  eventually  rebuilt  within  the  garrison.  I arr;; 
further  directed  to  request  that  the  information  thus  applied  for  may; 
be  furnished  with  all  practicable  despatch .- 

In  reply  to  the  above  on  the  27th  April  1803  the  Secretary  tc 
Government  writes  to  the  President  of  the  Committee  : In  acknow- 
ledgment  of  your  Secretary's  letter,  dated  the  23rd  instant,  I am 
directed  by  the  Governor  in  Council  to  intimate  that  forty  feet  should  bd' 
reserved  between  the  ramparts  and  the  houses,  but  wherever  the  presen: 
open  space  is  greater,  it  is  not  to  be  narrowed.^ 

On  the  25th  April  1803  the  Committee  write  to  Government : W^ 
have  now  the  honour  to  report  to  you  the  further  proceedings  of  thii 
committee  upon  the  important  objects  which  you  have  been  pleased  t 


iBom.  Gov.  Diary  26tli  Mar.  1803,  Pub.  Diary  172  of  1803,  1175 -'1178. 

* Bombay  Town  Commi  ttee’s  Diary  183  of  1803,  221,  Pub.  Diary  173  of  1803,  1G09' 

* Bombay  Town  Committee’s  Diary  183  of  1803,  202.  Pub,  Diary  173  of  1803,  lOlOi' 
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'efer  to  their  consideration.  In  directing  their  attention  to  the  material 
[uestion  of  any  recommendation  to  your  Honourable  Board  for  allow- 
ng  the  native  merchants  to  build  within  the  fort,  in  lieu  of  their  houses 
lestroyed  by  the  late  calamity,  it  became  the  first  subject  of  their 
nvestigation  ^ whether  and  to  what  extent  such  an  allowance  was 
mmpatible  with  the  safety  and  protection  of  the  fort.  In  order  to 
ascertain  this  point  the  committee  had  recourse  to  the  highest  military 
•pinions  to  which  they  had  access,  as  well  as  those  of  their  own  mem- 
■)ers,  who  were  competent  to  decide  upon  it,  which  were  uniformly 
’avourable  to  the  allowance  of  building  upon  a prescribed  and  modified 
i)lan.  Having  proceeded  thus  far  the  committee  had  recourse  to  the 
nstructions  of  your  Honourable  Board  respecting  the  nature  and 
description  of  such  intended  buildings.  Begarding  this  they  observe 
f.hat  warehouses  and  counting  houses  were  alone  in  your  contemplation, 
exclusive  of  dwelling  houses,  which  you  conceived,  a due  regard  to 
:he  security  of  the  fort,  seemed  at  the  first  glance,  to  oppose.  This 
rimu  further  confirmed  by  suggesting  that  it  would  certainly  prove 
oboye  all  things  desirable  that  every  mercantile  house  especially  of  the 
.jiatives  should  be  situated  without  the  fort  as  is  completely  the  case 
jt  Calcutta  and  has  lately  been  enforced  at  Madras.  The  committee 
Tvere  fully  aware  of  the  justice  and  propriety  of  these  directions  of  your 
Honoui'able  Board  as  originating  from  the  unfortunate  cause  which 
saccasioned  your  interference  and  the  best  and  most  j^robable  prevention 
[ if  ^its  recurrence  in  future.  It  was  from  these  ideas  that  the  first 
jibject  of  the  committee  was  directed  to  a separation  of  those  articles 
;bf  traffic  within  the  fort  from  which  the  greatest,  if  not  the  only,  danger 
3vas  to  be  apprehended  such  as  oil  dammar  and  glci  usually  imported 
xnto  the  Mandvi.  For  this  purpose  it  became  a natural  subject  of 
mquiry  if  any  other  situation  without  the  Fort  could  be  selected 
‘br  the  importation  of  these  articles  with  equal  convenience  to  those 
gingaged  in  the  traffic  and  the  safety  and  security  of  the  small  vessels 
employed  in  it.  This  became  further  necessary  if  not  indispensable 
::rom  the  recommendation  of  the  commanding  officer  to  shut  up  the 
passage  of  the  Mandvi  for  the  security  of  the  garrison.  The  success 
• if  this  investigation  has  been  already  reported  to  your  Honourable 
-loard  in  pointing  out  a situation  not  only  fully  adequate  to  the 
: lurpose  but  attended  with  many  superior  advantages  to  the  future 
tafety  and  encouragement  of  this  branch  of  traffic  and  to  the  con- 
venience and  accommodation  of  those  who  are  employed  in  it. 
Vhen  this  alteration  in  the  destination  of  the  trade  takes  place  the 
lommittee  entertain  little  doubt  that  the  persons  by  whom  it  is 
ionducted,  who  are  very  numerous,  will  be  anxious  to  change  their 
residence  in  the  fort  to  a situation  more  contiguous  to  their  trade 
idbhout  the  walls  vvdiich  will  remove  a considerable  class  of 
.ihabitanfcs  who  formerly  contributed  to  crowd  the  town  and  vvdiose 
residence  was  the  most  dangerous  to  its  safety.  The  committee 
aving  thu^^,  as  they  conceived,  accorded  with  the  suggestions  of 
lOur  Honourable  Board  in  removing  the  source  of  the  danger 
^ere  induced  to  listen  to  the  urgent  and  anxious  request  of  the 
i ative  merchants  to  recommend  to  your  Honourable  Board  their 
seing  allowed  a residence  for  their  families  within  the  fort  connect- 
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ed  with  retail  shops  or  counting  houses.  With  this  view  they  applied 
to  Captain  Brookes  to  delineate  a plan  which  should  at  the  same 
time  unite  the  two  essential  principles  oi*  the  security  and  protec- 
tion of  the  fort  comhined  with  mercantile  convenience  and  accommo- 
dation as  well  as  a due  attention  to  the  limitation  of  the  houses  in 
their  form  and  height  and  the  free  admission  and  circulation  of  air 
through  the  streets  of  the  proposed  buildings.  This  plan  has  been 
accordingly  prepared  by  Captain  Brookes  which  we  have  examined 
\Yith  the  most  minute  attention  and  take  the  liberty  of  expressing 
our  opinion  that  it  appears  to  combine  every  useful  and  every 
necessary  object  and  merits  the  consideration  of  your  Honourable 
Board  for  its  ultimate  adoption.  Captain  Brookes  has  accompanied 
this  plan  with  a full  and  accurate  description  of  its  ports  and  a 
statement  of  the  reasons  which  influenced  liim  in  its  particular  for- 
mation. All  these  with  the  plan  itself  and  drawings  and  dissection 
of  the  proposed  houses  we  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your 
inspection.  Although  the  committee  were  fully  satisfied  with  the 
propriety  and  expediency  of  adopting  the  plan  suggested  by  Cap- 
tain Brookes  they  were  desirous  of  fulfilling  the  letter  as  well  as 
the  spirit  of  the  instructions  of  your  Honourable  Board  in  reconcil- 
ing the  natives  to  the  proposed  arrangement  or  at  least  in  showing 
every  degree  of  attention  by  consulting  them  respecting  it.  Witt 
this  view  they  directed  a meeting  to  be  called  of  the  most  respect 
able  of  the  different  castes  to  whom  the  committee  presented  th(: 
different  plans  and  explained  their  objects.  When  after  much  con 
sultation  and  conversation  among  themselves  they  requested  a fev 
days  time  to  consider  the  plans  more  maturely  to  which  th'. 
committee  assented  allowing  them  to  retain  the  draughts  for  tha 
purpose.  At  their  next  meeting  the  committee  were  again  attendee 
by  the  natives  who  came  prepared  with  detailed  objections  to  th 
plan  proposed  by  Captain  Brookes,  the  whole  originating,  as  i 
appeared  to  the  committee,  from  the  anxiety  they  expressed  to  b 
permitted  to  rebuild  their  houses  upon  the  former  ground  which  the; 
represented  would  prevent  expense  in  laying  new  foundations,  woul 
save  the  necessity  of  altering  the  public  drains,  would  preserve  th 
wells  attached  to  their  former  houses,  and  would  obviate  that  cor 
fusion  of  property  which  w^ould  naturally  ensue  from  adopting ,, 
new  plan  intersecting  the  ground  of  individuals  and  occasio 
much  trouble  in  the  adjustment  of  claims  and  indemnities.  Besick 
these  objections  they  complained  that  the  new  plan  would  depriv 
them  of  a great  part  of  their  former  property  and  particularly  b 
the  proposed  allowance  of  60  feet  from  the  ramparts  to  the  building 
round  the  fort.  They  urged  some  lesser  objections  which  the  con 
mittee  removed  at  the  time. 

Were  the  committee  to  acquiesce  in  the  force  of  these  objei 
tions  by  permitting  a reoccupation  of  their  former  sites  even  althoug 
the  streets  of  the  town  were  widened  and  the  form  of  tl 
houses  limited,  points  which  were  conceded  by  the  natives  even  i 
a small  diminution  of  their  particular  grounds,  they  apprehend 
would  be  deviating  from  the  object  of  their  institution  ar 
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mstiuctions  to  adopt  a mode  of  preventing  the  recurrence  of  a 
simiJar  calamity,  as  the  town  would  be  still  crowded  with  windino- 
and  iriegular  streets  totally  incompatible  with  its  protection  and 
' security  as  a fortified  place.  When  the  objections  themselves  are 
met  and  considered  they  do  not  appear  to  merit  that  weight  and 
. consequence  which  it  is  endeavoured  to  attach  to  them.  Some 
I difiiculties  certainly  must  occur  in  the  arrangement  of  a new  plan 
of  ihis  nature  and  description ; but  these  must  give  way  to  the 
jisupeiior  and  paramount  consideration  of  the  great  object  in  view, 

: As  to^  the  expense  of  digging  a new  foundation  it  has  been  found 
(Upon  investigation  not  much  to  exceed  Ks.  400^  which  is  no  great 
- addition  to  the  value  of  a house  of  Rs.  6000  or  7000.  As 
ialthough  the  altering  the  drains  may  be  attended  with  some  expense 
iiyet  the  operation  is  easy  and  practicable.  The  arrangement  of 
3 the  wells  may  be  a matter  of  great  difficulty  but  in  many  cases 
ithey  may  fall  within  the  new  plan  and  consequently  retain 
3]their  use.  The  obvious  confusion  of  projDerty  which  a new  system 
^ of  lines  must  occasion,  appears  to  be  the  most  serious  consideration. 
hStill  even  this  may  be  adjusted  by  ascertaining  the  quantity  of 
)groun(I  withdrawn  from  individuals  and  granting  them  such  com- 
rpensation  as  their  rights  may  entitle  them  to  and  in  many  cases  an 
i'arrangement  of  such  property  may  be  made  with  their  neighbours 
)Capon  equitable  principles  of  valuation  where  the  parties  have  a right 
to  sell.  As  to^  the  deprivation  of  property  complained  of  there 
[(appears  no  solidity  in  the  objection,  the  object  of  their  wishes  will 
(be  attained,  a comfortable  residence  for  their  families,  a shop  for 
)jtheir  business,  and  a more  salubrious  situation  than  they  formerly 
[fgnjoyed.  The  objections  to  the  quantity  of  ground  round  the  ramparts 
omust  be  inadmissible  in  every  point  of  view.  Further  it  shows  the 
Kspirit  in  which  all  these  objections  are  made  of  excluding  every  consi- 
ideration  other  than  private  convenience  and  accommodation.  The 
I committee  with  great  deference  submit  to  the  superior  discernment  of 
r(^our  Honorable  Board  this  consideration  in  answer  to  the  objections  of 
rthe  natives  how  far  the  plan  suggested  ought  to  be  altered  or  affected 
^by  them.  It  may  also  be  said  that  the  proposed  plan  will  exclude 
□from  the  town  many  of  the  former  inhabitants  and  that  the  poorer 
lisort  cannot  afford  to  build  houses  upon  the  new  system.  With  respect 
to  the  exclusion  of  inhabitants  the  committee  consider  it  a desirable 
[object  to  be  attained  as  many  of  the  previous  inhabitants  had  no 
fright  to  a residence  in  the  fort.  They  had  no  business  to  transact 
mnd  were  merely  drones  in  the  hive  interrupting  the  business  and 
ipursuits  of  others.  The  change  of  the  Mfindvi  will  also  withdraw 
31  considerable  number  of  petty  traders  who  will  find  it  to  their 
interest  as  well  as  to  be  more  convenient  to  be  near  the  scene  of  their 
/traffic.  Thus  the  accommodations  within  the  fort  will  be  left  to  the 
omore  respectable  and  wealthy  merchants  who  have  the  best  claim 
[JO  its  protection.  The  poorer  sort  who  may  have  ground  which  would 
Ipntitle  them  to  build  can  easily  dispose  of  this  property  to  others 
pvith  much  advantage  and  betake  themselves  to  another  residence 
u more  suitable  to  their  circumstances  and  more  convenient  to  their 
^occupations  which  excludes  every  claim  of  compassion  to  this  last 
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species  of  proprietor.  The  committee  take  the  liberty  of  pointing  . 
out  to  your  Honourable  Board  that  by  the  plan  of  Captain  Brookes, 
agreeable  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Commander  of  the  forces,  a spot 
in  the  centre  of  the  proposed  buildings  is  laid  down  to  be  appro- 
priated to  military  purposes.  At  the  same  time  the  committee  cannot 
help  observing  that  if  this  military  space  could  be  dispensed  with  h 
it  would  tend  to  relieve  the  Company  in  a considerable  degree  from 
the  probable  demands  which  may  be  made  upon  them  for  indemnities  ^ 
on  account  of  those  whose  property  may  be  thus  applied.  ^ Before 
taking  leave  of  this  subject  the  committee  hope  to  be  forgiven  for 
submitting  to  your  Honourable  Board  that  it  appears  to  them  there 
is  a considerable  difference  in  the  analogy  between  Fort  William 
of  Calcutta  and  Fort  St.  Greorge  of  Madras  with  this  garrison. 
The  two  former  are  small  in  the  comparison  and  calculated  merely 
for  defence,  while  the  extensive  fortifications  of  Bombay  and  the 
considerable  area  it  contains  appear  more  nearly  to  resemble  the 
various  fortified  cities  on  the  continent  of  Europe  where  the 
inhabitants  of  civil  occupations  and  pursuits  are  united  and  mixed 
with  the  troops  who  are  appointed  to  defend  them.  The  committee 
take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  this  comparison  to  account  for 
their  adopting  an  opinion  in  favour  of  rebuilding  this  place  and 
particularly  as  it  seems  to  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Commanding 
Officer  and  finally  to  become  an  object  of  reference  by  your  Honour-' 
able  Board. 

The  committee  have  adverted  to  that  part  of  the  instructions  of 
your  Honourable  Board  recommending  them  to  point  out  a spot  for  the 
residence  of  the  natives  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  engineer's  limits,* 
As  the  other  important  objects  of  your  reference  have  hitherto  entirely 
engrossed  the  attention  of  the  committee  they  will  not  fail  to  enter 
upon  this  last  subject  at  an  early  period  of  their  future  deliberations. 
With  respect  to  the  compensations  to  be  granted  by  the  Honourable 
Company  to  such  proprietors  as  may  be  found  entitled  to  them,, 
particularly  recommended  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  by  the 
4th  paragraph  of  the  instructions  of  your  Honourable  Board,  a case  hasv 
been  prepared  on  the  subject  by  Mr.  Hall  which  they  have  directed  to; 
be  laid  before  the  Company's  counsel  for  his  advice  and  opinion. 
When  this  is  obtained  the  committee  will  have  the  honour  of  submitting 
the  whole  to  your  Honourable  Board.^ 

On  the  29th  April  1803  the  Secretary  to  Government  wrote  to: 
the  Town  Committee : In  acknowledgment  of  your  letter  dated  the 
25th  instant  I am  directed  to  intimate  that  whilst  the  Governor  in 
Council  has  the  utmost  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  zeal  and 
meritorious  exertions  displayed  in  the  progress  you  have  hitherto  made: 
in  the  discharge  of  the  arduous  duty  committed  to  you,  and  is  also.* 
disposed  to  a23prove  and  sanction  the  plan  now  suggested  for  rebuilding 
that  quarter  of  the  town  which  was  the  scene  of  the  late  conflagration, 
he  must,  however  anxious  to  accelerate  so  desirable  an  object,  postpone: 


^ Bombay  Town  Committee’s  Diary  183  of  1803,  230-241.  Pub.  Diary  173  of  180S,! 
1684-1694. 
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the  authorising  its  being  commenced  until  he  shall  have  before  him  a 
general  estimate  at  least  of  the  expense  likely  to  be  entailed  on  the 
Honourable  Company  by  its  execution.  This  must^  the  Governor  in 
Council  is  sensible,  have  for  its  ground- work  the  opinion  to  be  delivered 
by  the  Company's  counsel  on  the  case  which  has  been  submitted  to  him. 
On  procuring  this  opinion  your  committee,  appl^dng  the  lights  thus 
obtained  to  the  extent  and  descriiDtion  of  the  ground  now  to  be  taken 
fiom  the  inhabitants,  are  rec[uired  to  draw  uj)  estimates  of  the  amount 
of  indemnifications  which  may  be  thereon  claimable  from  the  Company. 
First^  according  to  the  largest  extent  of  the  proposed  improvements, 
that  is,  allowing  the  Avidth  of  60  feet  between  the  interior  part  of  the 
works  and  the  houses  and  for  the  complete  dimensions  of  the  centrical 
place,  of  arms  as  pro230sed  by  General  Nicolls,  and  Secondly  an  estimate 
limiting  the  Avidth  of  the  communication  betAveen  the  interior  part  of 
the  Avorks  and  the  houses  to  40  feet  and  Avithout  any  allowance  for  a 
centrical  ^ place  of  arms  otherAvise  than  may  be  afforded  by  the  breadth 
of  the  principal  street  which  is  proposed  to  be  of  40  feet 4 

On  the  2nd  May  1803  the  Town  Committee  AAwote  to  Government: 
We  have  the  honour  to  acknoAvledge  the  receipt  of  your  Honourable 
Board^s  commands,  dated  27th  and  29th  ultimo.  The  a2)probation 
which  you  have  been  j^leased  to  convey  of  our  conduct  in  the  j^rogress 
of  the  duties  hitherto  proceeded  on  cannot  fail  to  animate  our  future 
exertions.  We  beg  leave  to  transmit  for  the  immediate  joerusal  of  your 
Honourable  Board  copy  of  the  case  and  opinion  of  the  Company's 
counsel  alluded  to  in  the  last  para  of  our  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo." 
The  estimate  suggested  by  the  letter  of  your  Honourable  Board 
respecting  comj^ensations  so  far  as  it  can  be  at  j)reseiit  prej)ared  has 
been  undertaken  by  Caj^tain  Brookes  and  shall  be  handed  uj)  to  your 
Honourable  Board  as  soon  as  it  is  comj)leted.  In  the  meantime 
the  Committee  Avere  desirous  to  furnish  the  laAv  opinion  they  have 
received  ascertaining  the  principles  upon  Avhich  this  compensation  may 
be  adjusted.^ 

The  Committee's  diary  of  the  llth  May  1803  has  the  following 
entry ; Captain  Brookes  having  delivered  in  to  the  committee  the 
estimate  resj^ecting  compensations  which  he  formerly  undertook  to 
prepare  and  which  is  alluded  to  in  the  last  j^aragraph  of  the  committee’’ s 
letter  to  Government  of  the  2nd  instant,  the  same  is  noAv  read  and 
the  Secretary  is  ordered  to  reduce  it  to  the  form  of  a letter  to  be 
addressed  to  Government  Avhich  is  accordingfiy  done.^ 

At  a Consultation  of  the  13th  May  1803  read  the  folloAving  letter^ 
from  the  Town  Committee  Avith  accompaniments,  dated  llth  May 
1803  : In  reference  to  your  Secretary’s  letter  of  the  29th  April  and 
to  the  promise  communicated  in  the  last  paragraph  of  our  address 
of  2nd  May  we  have  nOAV  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Honourable 
— — - - 

^ Bombay  Town  Committee’s  Diary  2nd  May  1803  Vol.  183  of  1803,  265-266.  Pub 
K Diary  173  of  1803,  1708  -1710. 

; 2 For  the  case  and  the  opinion  see  Bombay  Town  Committee’s  Diary  183  of  1803. 

I ^ Bombay  Town  Committee’s  Diary  183  of  1803,  299  - 301.  Pub.  Diary  174  of  1803 
1 1785-96.  ^ Bombay  Town  Committee’s  Diary  183  of  1803,  328.  ^ 

* ® Pub.  Diary  174  of  1803,  1966  • 1973.  Town  Committee’s  Diary  183  of  1803,  328  • 335. 
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Board  our  sentiments  upon  the  subject  of  compensation  therein 
alluded  to  To  facilitate  the  investigations  of  the  committee  it 
was  thouo-ht  desirable  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  ground  occupied 
by  the  old  streets  in  that  part  of  the  town  recently  destroyed^  by 
the  fire  in  order  that  by  a comparison  with  the  quantity  required 
for  the  same  purpose  under  the  new  plan  we  might  be  enabled  to 
iudo-c  if  any  and  to  what  extent  compensation  for  loss  of  ground 
wofid  be  necessary.  The  present  confused  state  of  the  bazar 
rendered  it  impossible  to  obtain  any  coi’rect  ineasui  einent  of  the 
towr . The  committee  therefore  have  had  recourse  to  the  most 
authentic  document  which  is  now  extant^^  namely  a survey  of 
the  place  by  the  late  Major  Spaeth.^  Since  this  period  few 
if  arry  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  public  streets.  These 
measurements  must  differ  somewhat  from  the  truth  as  we  have 
no  better  authority  for  the  positions  of  the  lines  markrng  the 
boundary  of  the  late  calamity  than  a careful  inspection  affords. 
The  result  is  that  of  102,393  square  yards  laid  waste  by  the  fire  the 
old  streets  occupied  28,659.  If  the  proposed  design  rs  adopted  the 
new  streets  upon  the  same  space  will  requrre  29,624  a sum 
exceeding  the  former  by  965  square  yards.  These  measurements 
relate  merely  to  the  space  in  ruins.  Therefore  to  rebuild  that 
space  upon  the  proposed  plan  does  not  appear  likely  to  involve  an 
expense  worth  much  notice.  The  extent  for  the^proposed  place  of 
arms  Mven  by  the  officer  commander-in-chief  is  15,000  square  yards 
and  to  effect  a clear  space  60  feet  wide  along  the  ramparts  om 
the  Banian  bastion  to  the  Mandvi,  may  require  about  12,000 

square  yards  in  addition  to  the  deficiency  of  965  abovementioned. 

Upon  this  view  of  the  subject  compensation  for  27,965  square  yards 
^Yill  be  wanting  and  also  for  some  nouses  which  must  come  down  in  order 
to  carry  into  effect  the  suggestion  of  60  feet  clear  along  the  ramparts. 

Towards  the  Bazar  Gate  64  houses  remain  a list  of  which  we  have 
the  honour  to  enclose.^  These  stand  upon  the  assessor’s  books  at  the 


' Tke  record  of  this  survey  is  not  available.  It  was  apparently  made  some  thnc  after 
( o-Kr,vp  Tvio-p  49‘P  The  hrst  recorded  order  fora  regular  survey  of  the  island 

Mr.  Witman  a cadet.  (l>ub.  Diary  01  of  1772, 

508,  766.)  No  record  of  the  execution  and  results  of  that  survey  has  been  traced, 
ihe  details  are  . Eemaining  towards  the  Bazar  Gate,  ISOS. 


No. 


5G 

57 

58 

59 

60 
61 
62 

63 

64 

65 

66 


Street. 


I’erah  (Boliora)  Bazai 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Annual 

Valua- 

tion. 


IvB. 

360 

180 

180 

720 

1800 

900 

120 

120 

180 

960 

360 

108 


5 per  cent 
Assess- 
ment. 


Be. 

18 

9 

9 

36 

90 

45 

G 

G 

9 

48 

18 


No. 


67 

68 

69 

70 


79 

80 


Street. 


Perali  (Buhora)  Bazar 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Total 

Bazar  Gate  Street 
Ditto 


Total 


Annual 

5 per  cent 

Valua- 

Assess- 

tion. 

mentc 

Bs. 

Bs. 

540 

27 

1080 

54 

480 

24 

600 

30 

8688 

434f 

540 

27 

180 

9 

720 

36 
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gross  annual  value  of  Es.  25^155.  Many  of  tliem  are  old  on  which 
account  ten  years’  purchase  may  perhaps  be  a reasonable  price  for  them, 
and  this  amounts  to  Es.  2,51,530.  Probably  one-half  of  these  houses  must 
come  down  to  open  a clear  space  of  sixty  feet  along  the  works.  Certain 
documents  produced  to  the  committee,  supply  an  idea  of  the  market  price 
of  land  within  the  gates.  It  may  Ije  useful  to  ascertain  how  much  the 
price  has  risen  above  the  ordinary  value  of  equally  good  land  in  less 
fortunate  situations.^ 

Me  learn  from  these  documents  that  some  time  in  1786  the  Honour- 
aljle  Comjoany  sold  at  puldic  auction  to  Harjivan  Sirpat  a building 
called  the  Old  Court  House  situated  in  the  Bazar  Gate  street  together 
with  the  land  on  vrhich  it  stood  containing  909^^,-  square  yards  for 
Es.  22,600."  Some  years  later  the  plot  of  ground  called  the  land  pay 
office  yard  situated  also  within  the  gates  near  to  the  King^s  barracks 
and  containing  about  4290  square  yards  was  at  a puldic  sale  bought  in 
at  Es.  62,000.  The  value  of  the  Old  Court  House  not  being  on  the  books 
in  the  civil  pay  office,  we  can  only  offer  a conjecture  as  to  the  worth  of 
the  building  which  may  be  a liberal  one  if  taken  at  one-fourth  of  the 
abovementioned  jrurchase  money,  the  other  three-fourths  or  Es.  16,950 
remaining  for  909  square  yards  which  is  Es.  18-2-52  the  square  yard. 


Houses  Remaining  towards  the  Bazar  Gate,  continued. 


No. 

Street. 

Annnal 

Valua- 

tion. 

5 percent 
Assess- 
ment. 

1 No. 

Street, 

Annual 
Valua- 
tion . 

5 per  cent 
Asses.s- 
ment. 

Es. 

Eb. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

5 

Go! a Lane  Total 

800 

40 

8 

Manordas  Rapii  Street. 

360 

18 



9 

Ditto 

48 

0 9 

10 

Ditto 

180 

9 

1 

Mangu  Sinay  Lane 

• •• 

193 

11 

Ditto 

48 

2 

Ditto 

264 

134 

16 

Ditto 

180 

9 

3 

Ditto 

792 

39f 

17 

Ditto 

120 

6 

4 

Ditto 

• • • 

812 

15f 

18 

Ditto 

144 

7 A 

5 

G 

Ditto 

1.7G 

Total 

* 

1080 

53?f 

7 

Ditto 

3G0 

IS 

8 

Ditto 

540 

27 

14 

Rampart  E,ov»’  East 

300 

15 

9 

Ditto 

384 

IH 

15 

Ditto 

120 

6 

10 

Ditto 

• . • 

240 

12 

16 

Ditto 

96 

4f 

11 

Ditto 

240 

12 

17 

Ditto 

360 

18 

12 

Ditto 

240 

13 

18 

Ditto 

360 

18 

13 

Ditto 

300 

15 

19 

Ditto 

360 

18 

14 

Ditto 

,4a 

180 

9 

20 

Ditto 

... 

480 

24 

15 

Ditto 

*•* 

1440 

72 

22 

Ditto 

... 

180 

9 



33 

Ditto 

1080 

54 

Total 

6360 

318 

24 

Ditto 

• * • 

240 

12 

25 

Ditto 

f •• 

720 

36 

1 

ThAkurdwar  Street 

3G0 

18 

36 

Ditto 

f 4 • 

600 

30 

2 

Ditto 

192 

9f 

27 

Ditto 

• , • 

120 

6 

3 

Ditto 

31 

1 J 1 

4 

Ditto 

... 

360 

15 

Total 

5016 

250-4 

5 

Ditto 

420 

21 

6 

Ditto 

• •• 

114 

74 

19 

Hornby  Row  ... 

• •• 

1500 

75 

7 

Ditto 

144 

74 

20 

Ditto 

• •• 

400 

20 

8 & 9 1 

Ditto 

180 

9 

10  i 

Ditto 

• • • 

720 

36 

Total 

• « • 

1900 

96 

i 

I 

Total 

... 

2491 

12414 

Grand  Total 

... 

27,055 

13521 

1 Pub.  Diary  174  of  1803,  1974. 

^ The  details  are  given  in  a letter  from  W.  Crawford  civil  paymaster  to  the 
Secretary  Town  Committee,  dated  7th  May  1803.  The  sale  was  on  the  21st  August 
1786,  the  building  is  described  as  the  Old  Town  Hall  and  the  area  8187^  square'  feet 
equal  to  909/(i  square  yards.  Pub,  Diary  174  ofT803,  1975,  See  above  page  488. 
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The  second  example  the  land  pay  office  yard  though  not  more  in  point 
is  more  within  reach  of  examination.  The  new  shed  on  the  south  side 
of  this  ground  now  in  charge  of  the  commissary  of  stores  was  not  then 
in  existence.  All  the  other  buildings  upon  it  are  very  old  and  very 
common.  If  therefore  we  deduct  Rs.  2000  from  the  sum  offered  on 
account  of  these  old  buildings  Rs.  60,000  will  remain  as  the  price  of 
4290  square  yards  of  land  that  is  Rs.  13-3-93  the  square  yard.  Now 
if  for  the  sake  of  whole  numbers  Rs.  16  be  considered  the  medium  of 
the  above  iirices,  this  may  perhaps  not  be  very  wide  of  the  market 
price  of  a square  yard  of  land  within  the  fort  in  situations  convenient 
for  business.  Captain  Brookes  having  been  p»ersonally  present  with  the 
Collector  at  the  ])ay  office  yard  sale,  informs  us  that  after  an  improper 
influence  exerted  by  a particular  family  had  been  counteracted  (and  which 
for  near  an  hour  had  kept  the  first  lot  at  Rs.  4000)  the  sale  was  a fair 
competition  of  bidders  and  must  therefore  be  considered  as  a decisive 
criterion  of  the  value  of  ground  similarly  situated  that  is  of  the 
market  price.^ 

Tlie  ordinary  annual  ground  rent  for  good  land  in  Bombay  without 
the  gates  near  the  town  is  11  res  the  square  yard  and  a very  handsome 
rent  it  is,  being  £16  12s.  9d.  the  acre  counting  the  rupee  at  2s.  6d. 
As  in  Bombay  the  established  rate  of  interest  differs  little  from  9 per 
cent,  land  on  account  of  its  security  may  be  fairly  estimated  in 
ordinary  cases  at  fifteen  years^  purchase.  By  this  comjmtation  1 qr. 
65  res  should  be  the  fair  price  of  a square  yard  in  common  cases 
without  the  gates  so  long  as  money  can  be  borrowed  on  good  security 
at  9 per  cent.  As  it  has  been  shown  above  that  Rs.  16  is  near  the 
market  price  of  a square  yard  of  land  within  the  gates  it  follows  that 
in  favourable  situations  mthin  the  gates  the  growing  competition  for 
an  article  which  cannot  be  increased  has  raised  the  market  price 
3878  per  cent  above  its  natural  value.  If  the  above  reasonings  are  just 
and  the  calculations  accurate  we  must  conclude  that  to  re-build  the 
space  in  ruins  upon  the  proposed  plan  leaving  forty  feet  clear  along 
such  parts  of  the  ramj)arts  as  the  late  fire  approached,  may  probably 
cost  the  Honourable  Company  Rs.  15,440.  To  rebuild  the  space  in  ruins 
upon  the  proposed  plan  reserving  a place  of  arms  of  given  extent  in 
such  part  thereof  as  may  be  thought  proper,  and  reserving  also  a clear 
space  sixty  feet  wide  along  the  ramj)arts  from  the  Banian  bastion  to  the 
Mandvi,  the  committee  conceive,  may  involve  the  following  expense : 

Place  of  arms  ...  l\s.  2,40,000 

Removal  of  houses  ...  ...  ...  ,,  1,25,775 

Sixty  feet  clear  along  the  ramparts.. . ,,  2,07,440 

Total  ...  Rs.  5,73,215 

This  report  being  read  the  President  delivers  in  a statement  from 
Town  Major  Mr.  William  Green,  dated  Bombay  13th  May  1803, 


1 Details  of  this  sale  of  the  Company’s  ground  situated  between  the  Engine  House 
and  King’s  Barracks  subject  to  a quit  rent  of  Rs.  5 a year  and  amount  payable  one 
month  after  delivery  of  the  ground  show  that  the  area  was  sold  in  four  lots:  Lot  1 
to  Dlnlkji  Dcidaji  for  Rs.  18,000  ; Lot  2 to  the  same  for  Rs.  10,000  ; Lot  3 to  the 
same  for  Rs.  19,000  ; and  Lot  4 to  Nigar  Karson  for  Rs.  9000,  Pub.  Diary  174  of  1803, 
1976. 
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showing  that  the  breadth  o£  the  space  left  clear  for  a communication 
between  the  Church  and  Apollo  Gates^  that  is  in  such  part  of  the 
town  as  remained  unaffected  by  the  late  fire^  gives  a medium  breadth 
of  twenty-four  to  twenty-five  feet,  while  the  like  communication 
between  the  Church  Gate  and  Bazar  Gate  averages  not  quite  twenty 
feet.^ 

After  consideration  at  the  same  Consultation,  Government  determine 
to  fix  the  future  breadth  of  the  communication  along  the  works  between 
Church  Gate  and  Bazar  Gate  at  forty  feet  that  is  at  halfway  betw^een 
the  present  average  breadth  and  the  suggested  width  of  sixty  feet. 
This  medium  the  Board  remark  combines  in  the  greatest  possible  degree 
a necessary  attention  to  economy  with  the  requirements  of  public 
utility.  In  our  opinion,  they  continue,  the  difference  of  twenty  feet 
does  not  constitute  a consideration  equal  to  the  expense  of  Bs.  2,07,440 
which  the  above  recorded  able  and  clear  report  from  the  town  committee 
shows  a sixty-foot  broad  communication  would  cost.  Besides  by 
limiting  the  breadth  to  forty  feet  due  regard  is  shown  to  the  situations 
of  the  late  inhabitants  who  will  thus  be  able  to  reoccupy  if  not  the 
: precise  limits  from  which  they  were  lately  burnt  out,  yet  each  of  them 
a nearly  equivalent  area  within  the  same  protected  space  without 
oincurring  any  expense  of  material  moment  to  the  Honourable  Company. 

They  add  : The  same  combined  motives  preclude  Government  from 
lallotting  a place  of  arms  within  the  walls  in  the  space  known  under 
The  denomination  of  Bombay  Green.  The  members  of  the  Board  cannot 
hthink  they  should  stand  justified  with  their  superiors  in  adopting  this 
article  of  the  propositions  laid  before  them  for  the  rebuilding  of  the 
Bazar,  especially  as  since  the  period  of  that  suggestion,  circumstances 
have  admitted  of  their  allotting  for  military  purposes,  in  the  spot  called 
iMody^s  bay,  a still  more  extensive  area  than  that  originally  proposed  to 
;be  taken  from  the  ground  in  the  Bazar. 

As  the  removal  of  the  remaining  houses  in  the  Bazar  is  estimated 
(to  cost  so  large  a sum  as  Rs.  1,25,775,  Government  will  not  enter  upon 
iwhat  must  be  undertaken  at  so  heavy  a charge  without  the  consent  of 
iithe  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  further  than  by  determining 
^ithat  in  proportion  as  these  houses  fall  into  decay  and  require  to  be 
lirebuilt,  this  shall  not  be  admitted  on  any  system  other  than  one  in 
i strict  consistence  with  the  plan  which  the  Board  have  already  sanctioned 
ufor  the  erection  of  the  new  houses  in  that  part  of  the  Bazar  which  has 
(sbeen  destroyed.  Copies  of  these  resolutions  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
'Town  committee  with  instructions  to  proceed  to  allot  to  each  of  the 
ifformer  proprietors  of  the  houses  in  the  Bazar  lately  consumed  on  the 


t ^ The  details  in  feet  between  the  Church  Gate  and  the  Apollo  Gate  are:  Church 
fiGate  15,  Mr.  DeSouza’s  office  32,  Fort  of  Cavalier  16,  Mr.  Crawford’s  house  56, 
"^Gnneral  NichoTs  house  34,  Rope  Walk  30,  and  road  by  the  Rope  Walk  69. 

" The  details  in  feet  between  Church  Gate  and  Baz^r  Gate  are  ; 


Comer  by  the  Church  Gate  ... 

22 

Cavalier 

...  20 

Ardesar  Dddy’s  Church 
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32 

BazAr  Gate 

...  16 

25 

Beyond  Bazar  Gate 

...  12 

Mr.  Green’s  House 

30 

Cavalier  Road  ... 

...  8 

Baniau  Bastion 
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17th  February  last,  that  proportion  of  ground  which  wdll  devolve  to  each 
of  them  on  the  principles  of  the  preceding  resolutions,  reporting  from 
time  to  time  their  progress  inclusive  of  the  quotas  of  indemnification 
to  which  any  of  the  said  inhabitants  may  in  their  opinion  have  an 
equitable  claim.  Ordered  that  copy  of  the  above  report  by  the  town 
committee  wuth  the  preceding  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  Court 
of  JJirectors  by  the  overland  despatch  proceeding  hence  on  the  15th 
instant  for  the  Flonourable  CourCs  information  as  to  the  progress 
hitherto  made  towards  rebuilding  that  part  of  the  Bazar  consumed  by 
the  fire  on  the  17th  February  1803.^ 

Bombay  Government  Consultation,  13th  May  1803:  Bead  the 
following  proposals  from  the  managers  of  the  theatre.  The  managers 
of  the  theatre  understanding  that  Government  are  much  in  want  of 
room  for  offices  beg  to  submit  to  their  consideration  the  rentir/g  of  the 
stage  floor  of  the  theatre  to  serve  for  the  town  committee  and  for  the 
Sadar  Adalat  office.^  More,  the  managers  apprehend,  could  not  be 
accommodated  ; and  though  Government  rented  it  formerly  for  Rs.  250 
monthly  for  the  great  and  petty  sessions  use,  yet  being  desirous 
chiefly  to  accommodate  Government,  they  only  require  Bs.  160 
monthly,  being  the  actual  charges  attending  the  theatre.  Government 
agree  to  the  above  proposal  for  one  year  certain,  of  which  the 
departments  for  whose  use  the  theatre  is  to  be  rented,  are  to  be  advised.^ 

In  his  Oriental  Commerce  published  in  1813  Milburn  thus  describes 
Bombay  apparently  between  1803  and  1808.  After  quoting  the 
passage  from  Parsons,  1775  (given  above  at  page  182),  Milburn  adds : 
Betw^een  the  two  marine  gates  is  the  castle,  called  Bombay  Castle,  a 
regular  quadrangle,  well  built  of  strong  hard  stone.  In  one  of  the 
bastions  is  a large  tank  or  reservoir  for  water.  I he  fortifications  are 
numerous,  particularly  towards  the  sea,  and  are  so  well  constructed, 
the  whole  being  encompassed  by  a broad  and  deep  ditch,  which  can  be 
flooded  at  pleasure,  that  it  is  now  one  of  the  strongest  places  the 
Company  have  in  India.  Besides  the  Castle  are  several  forts  and 
redoubts,  the  principal  of  which  is  Mahim  situated  at  the  opposite 
extremity  of  the  island,  so  that,  properly  garrisoned,  Bombay  may  bid 
defiance  to  any  force  that  can  be  brought  against  it.  In  the  centre  of 
the  town  is  a large  open  space,  called  the  Green,  which  in  the  fine 
w^eather  season,  is  covered  with  bales  of  cotton,  and  other  merchandise 
entirely  unprotected  ; around  the  Green  are  many  large  w^ell  built  and 
handsome  houses  ; the  Government  house,  and  the  church,  which  is  an 
extremely  neat  commodious  and  airy  building,  are  close  to  each  other, 
on  the  left  of  the  Church  Gate.  On  the  right  of  the  Chiu’ch  Gate  is 


^ 1 Pub.  Diary  174  of  180.3,  1977  - 1981. 

^ In  1820  the  provincial  Court  of  Civil  Appeal  at  8urat  was  abolished  and  the 
Chief  Civil  Court  or  Sadar  Diwdni  Adalat  was  transferred  from  Bombay  to  Surat. 
Beg.  V of  1820.  In  the  same  year  the  power  and  functions  of  the  Criminal  Court 
of  circuit  and  of  appeal  were  united  to  form  a Chief  Criminal  Court  or  Sadar 
Faujddri  Addlat  and  stationed  at  iSurat.  In  1828  the  Chief  Civil  and  Criminal 
Courts  were  again  removed  from  Surat  to  Bombay.  Beg.  V^II  of  1828  : Bombay 
Gazetteer,  Surat,  II.  228. 

^ Bom.  Gov.  Consultation  13th  May  1803,  Pub.  Diary  174  of  180.3,  1981. 
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the  Bazar,  which  is  very  crowded  and  populons,  and  where  the  native 
merchants  principally  reside.  At  its  commencement  stands  the  theatre, 
a neat  hanclsome  structure.  Ihis  part  of  the  town  suffered  much  by 
a destructive  fire  wlrch  broke  out  in  February  1803  and  destroyed 
nearly  three-fourths  of  the  Bazar,  together  with  the  barracks  custom- 
house and  many  other  public  buildings,  and  property  of  immense  value 
belonging  to  the  native  merchants.  Many  houses  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Castle  were  battered  down  by  the  artillery,  to  stop  the  progress 
of  the  flames,  and  preserve  the  magazine,  or  in  all  probability  the 
whole  town  would  have  been  destroyed.  Since  the  fire  of  1803  this 
ipart  of  the  town  has  been  rebudt,  and  the  whole  much  improved,  at  a 
considerable  expense  to  the  Company.^ 


^ Milburn’s  Oriental  Commerce  (1813),  1. 169  - 170. 
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Page  2S2  Note  S, 

The  Sidi  connection  witli  Bombay  lasted  for  about  eighteen  years  from 
1672  to  1690.  The  details  of  these  relations  from  1672  to  1685  are 
recorded  by  Orme  (Fragments,  3-110).  In  October  1672,  about  twelve 
years  after  their  appointment  as  Moghal  admirals,  the  Sidis  under  Sidi 
Ydkut  entered  Bombay  harbour  with  the  object  of  ravaging  Shivdji’s 
Kurlahs,  that  is  the  lands  and  villages  of  Panvel,  Pen,  and  Alibag.  As 
President  Aungier  refused  to  let  them  land  in  Bombay  they  withdrew  to 
Janjira.  They  returned  to  Bombay  on  the  24th  December  where  they  were 
received  with  constrained  civility  and  were  allotted  houses  in  the  town  of 
Alazgaon.  Sidi  T dkut  proposed  to  the  President  that  they  should  join  against 
Sbivaji,  Aungier  explained  that  a war  with  Shivaji  meant  the  stoppage 
of  all  Bombay  supplies.  Sidi  Yakut  admitted  this  difficulty  and  in 
January  1673  retired  to  Surat.  Though  Sidi  Yakut  was  friendly,  his 
people,  with  insolence  characteristic  of  Al.oors  in  the  JMoghaks  service,* 
burnt  several  of  the  houses  which  had  been  allotted  to  them  in  Mazgaon. 
In  May  1673  the  Moghal  and  Sidi  fleets  anchored  oft  Bombay  and 
required  permission  to  winter  (May -October)  on  the  island.  This 
permission  Aungier  accorded,  neither  because  he  was  pleased  to  have  the 
Sidis  as  guests  nor  because  he  w^as  unable  to  drive  them  oft,  but  because 
to  refuse  the  fleet  shelter  would  be  to  enrage  the  Moghal  Emperor  and 
destroy  English  trade  at  Surat.  For  this  reason  Aungier  allowed  the 
four  principal  Moghal  frigates  to  be  hauled  ashore  under  the  shelter  of 
Bombay  Castle.  He  refused  to  allow  any  Sidi  boats  to  be  hauled  ashore 
or  to  permit  any  of  the  crews  to  remain.  On  the  return  of  the  fair 
season  (September  1673)  the  Sidis  came  to  Bombay,  took  away  the 
Aloghal  frigates,  and  pillaged  the  fiatnagiri  coasts.  They  returned  on 
the  18th  of  October  without  message  or  warning  and  laid  waste  Pen  and 
Nagothna.  Mr.  Aungier  remonstrated  to  the  Sidi  and  the  Governor  of 
Surat.  Ho  argument  availed  and  Mr.  Aungier  had  to  restrain  his  indig- 
nation from  sinking  the  Sidi’s  ships  when  they  insolently  anchored 
under  Bombay  Castle.  On  the  24th  April  1674  driven  in  by  a gale  the 
Sidi’s  fleet  anchored  in  the  harbour.  They  were  ordered  to  leave  and 
refused.  From  the  sea-side  they  sent  a number  of  rowboats  up  the 
Mdhim  creek,  and,  landing  at  Sion,  drove  the  people  out  of  their  houses 
intending  to  stay  till  the  monsoon  was  over.  A frigate  and  part  of  the 
Bombay  garrison  forced  them  to  leave.  Their  boats  with  500  armed 
Sidis  tried  to  land  at  Mazgaon  but  were  beaten  back  by  the  cannon 
from  the  shore.  It  was  agreed  that  300  of  the  Sidi’s  men  armed  only 
with  swords  and  under  the  watch  of  the  Bombay  garrison  should  be  on 
shore  at  the  same  time.  The  Sidis  conducted  themselves  with  more 
respect  than  in  their  former  sojournments.  They  sailed  in  the  beginning 
of  September  and  returned  in  February  distressed  with  every  want  and 
soon  after  proceeded  to  Surat  where  they  spent  the  monsoon.  In  1675 
Aurangzeb  strengthened  the  Sidi  fleet  with  two  large  ships,  two  frigates, 
and  two  thousand  men.  The  fleet  arrived  in  Bombay  harbour  in  Decem- 
ber 1675.  Sidi  Sambal  who  commanded  both  the  Aioghal  and  the  Sidi 
vessels  came  to  Bombay  early  in  April.  He  wished  to  pass  the  monsoon 
in  Bombay.  But  the  prudence  of  President  Aungier  procured  him 
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an  invitation  to  Surat  and  lie  left  with  all  his  vessels  on  April  8th.  In 
July  all  the  Sidi’s  ships  which  had  been  left  in  Janjira  under  Sidi  Kasim 
came  to  Bombay  to  spare  the  provisions  of  the  Janjira  garrison,  Sidi 
Kasim  was  received  with  respect  and  took  his  abode  at  Mazgaon  where 
the  larger  vessels  rode  and  the  smaller  were  haaled  ashore.  In  the 
middle  of  August  Sidi  Kasim  left  to  help  in  the  defence  of  Janjira. 
At  the  end  of  April  1677  Sidi  Sambal  and  Sidi  Kasim  came  together  to 
Bombay  from  Janjira.  Sidi  Kasim  was  given  quarters  near  the  fort, 
apparently  in  the  original  custom  house  near  the  present  mint.  Sambal, 
who  was  ordered  to  hand  the  command  to  Kasim,  promised  from  day  to 
day  to  go  to  Surat  but  loitered  till  the  monsoon  set  in.  As  it  was  then 
impossible  to  put  to  sea  he  took  up  his  residence,  as  usua^,  at  Mazgaon. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  next  fair  season  (October  1677)  Sambal  and 
Kasim  quarrelled  regarding  the  terms  of  handing  over  the  command.  At 
last  Kasim  with  300  men  marched  from  his  quarters  near  the  Castle  and 
attacked  Sambal  and  his  300  at  Mazgaon.  The  reports  of  matchlocks 
and  pistols  apprised  the  Castle  which  detached  the  best  of  the  garrison 
with  the  troop  of  horse  who  fell  indiscriminately  on  both  sides  until  they 
had  quelled  the  riot.  This  was  not  effected  till  three  horses  of  the  troop 
and  Sambal’s  own  horse  were  killed.  Many  were  wounded  and  some  slain 
mostly  by  the  sword.  The  Council  obliged  the  two  chiefs  to  send  to  the 
ships  all  their  men  except  a few  menials.  A watch  was  also  allowed 
Over  the  vessels  hauled  on  the  shore.  In  consequence  of  the  Council’s 
mediation  Sambal  retired.  Kasim  raised  his  flag  as  admiral  of  the  two 
fleets,  and  left  Bombay  in  the  beginning  of  November.  They  returned 
in  late  April  (1678)  having  through  the  governor  of  Surat  obtained 
leave  to  winter  in  Bombay.  They  hauled  their  smaller  vessels  ashore 
at  Mazgaon  and  moored  the  larger  ones  as  close  to  the  shore  as  they 
could.  Many  of  the  men  made  their  dwelling  in  the  town  and  daily 
committed  violence  and  injuries]  on  the  Gentn  inhabitants.  Shivaji 
planned  a scheme  of  crossing  in  boats  from  Panvel  and  burning  the 
Sidi’s  fleet.  But  during  the  monsoon  enough  boats  were  not  available. 
He  next  asked  leave  of  the  Portuguese  to  pass  to  Mdzgaon  through 
Salsette  and  Mdhim.  The  Portuguese  distrusted  Shivaji  and  forty  armed 
boats  drawn  up  in  the  creek  before  Tbana  made  the  attempted  passage  im- 
possible. Sidi  Kasim  unable  to  pay  his  men  remained  in  Bombay  harbour 
till  near  the  close  of  the  year.  In  August  1679  the  fortifying  of  Kanheri 
by  Shivaji  and  in  January  1680  the  fortifying  of  Henery  by  the  Sidi  increased 
the  rivalry  and  anxiety  regarding  Bombay  harbour.  In  1680  Sidi 
Kasim  sent  some  boats  captured  from  the  Marathas  to  be  sold  in  Bombay. 
The  Government,  who  were  then  in  negotiation  with  Shivaji,  forbade  the 
sale.  So  the  Sidi  passed  along  the  south  of  the  harbour  and  ravaged  Pen. 
On  the  28th  April  1680  Sidi  Kasim  sent  some  of  his  smaller  ships  to 
winter  at  Mazgaon.  On  the  strength  of  a recent  proclamation  at  Surat 
which  had  made  Europeans  liable  to  the  same  customs  duties  as  Hindus 
the  Sidis  treated  the  people  of  Mazgaon  as  their  subjects  and. brought 
captives  from  the  Kurlahs  to  sell  in  the  Mazgaon  market.  On  the  4th  of 
May  some  Sidis  brought  contraband  goods  into  the  market  which  led  to 
a fight.  Next  day  (May  5th)  Sidi  K-lsim  came  into  the  harbour  with  the 
main  body  of  his  fleet.  Without  compliment  or  warning  he  anchored  off 
the  fort.  Guns  were  fired  on  him  and  an  agreement  was  concluded  under 
which  he  was  allowed  to  remain  in  Bombay  harbour  during  the  winter 
provided  he  did  not  plunder  the  Kurlahs.  On  the  1st  of  August  Sidi 
Kdsim  prepared  to  signalise  a successful  attack  on  Kenery  by  fixing 
eighty  Maratha  heads  on  poles  along  the  Mazgaon  shore.  This  form  of 
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rejoicing  the  Council  interdicted.  Sicli  Kasim  remained  at  Mazgaon  till 
the  22nd  December  when  he  started  to  plunder  down  the  coast.  He 
ireturned  in  the  end  of  April  (1681)  and  sailed  for  Surat  on  the  3rd 
May  leaving  six  galivats  and  300  men  at  Mazgaon,  During  the  breaks 
in  the  monsoon  the  hidi  boats  from  Dnderi  attacked  several  Bombay 
boats  crossing  for  supplies  to  the  Nagothna  creek.  The  Bombay 
Government  appealed  for  redress  to  Surat  and  the  Sidis  remained 
quiet  till  October.  Then  Kasim  returned  with  his  fleet  from  Surat  to 
Bombay  harbour  and  setting  aside  his  orders  from  Surat,  detained  a 
y t t carried  his  own  pass.  Sidi  Kasim,  says  Orme,  was 

all  this  while  allowed  to  occupy  the  town  of  Mazgaon  and  to  make  every 
use  of  the  port  wuthout  control,  because  the  concern  of  lading  the  Com- 
; pany  s ships  at  Surat  precluded  any  effectual  opposition  to  his  enormities 
which  this  forbearance  increased. 

On  the  12th  April  1682,  after  guarding  Janjira  from  the  Marathas,  Sidi 
Kasim  came  into  Bombay  harbour  where  the  English  Council  at  Surat, 
more  afraid  of  the  Moghal  than  of  Sambhaji,  had  ordered  their  admittance. 
During  the  snatches  of  fair  weather  in  the  rains  the  Sidis  and  Mardthas 
fought  at  Kanheri  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nagothna  creek.  In  a fight  on 
the  5th  October  between  Sidi  Kasim  and  Sidi  Misri,  who  had  joined  the 
Marathas,  Sidi  Kasim  won  and  brought  back  four  prizes  and  Sidi  Misri  a 
prisoner.  As  Sidi  Alisri  was  mortally  wmunded  the  Bombay  Council  allowed 
him  to  be  landed  but  refused  permission  to  any  one  else.  In  November 
1682,  before  a Aloghal  fleet  expected  from  Surat  could  arrive,  Sambhaji 
ordered  his  admiral  Daulat  Khmi  to  attack  the  Sidis  in  Bombay.  The 
militia  were  drawn  out  to  resist  the  Maratha  attack  when  an  ambassador 
arrived  from  Sambhaji  explaining  that  Aurangzeb’s  fleet  had  orders  to  take 
Bombay  from  the  English  and  Bassein  and  Daman  from  the  Portuguese. 
Sambhaji  proposed  an  alliance  on  condition  the  Bombay  Government 
would  refuse  both  the  Sidi  and  the  Aloghal  access  to  Bombay  harbour. 
Aleanwhile  the  Sidi  knowing  the  arrival  of  the  Moghals  would  prove  the 
end  of  his  harvest,  plundered  Pen  and  on  the  28th  November  in  spite  of 
the  Council’s  expostulation  brought  200  prisoners  to  Mazgaon.  On  the  same 
clay  (28th  November)  the  Moghal  fleet  sailed  into  the  harbour  without  the 
compliment  of  notice.  They  landed  3000  trained  Moors  at  Mazgaon  who 
bore  themselves  with  such  insolence  that  a stranger  would  have  believed 
the  whole  island  belonged  to  them.  The  English,  who  seemed  to  hold 
their  Castle  on  sufferance,  were  obliged  to  watch  its  gates  against  treachery 
and  surprise.  After  the  cold  weather  plundering  cruise  in  March  1683  the 
Sidi  and  Aloghal  fleets  returned  to  Bombay  and  on  the  20th  March  the 
Moghal  fleet  was  recalled  to  Surat.  The  Sidis  remained  at  Mazgaon  more 
insolent  than  ever.  In  the  Mazgaon  market  in  May  two  unarmed  soldiers 
of  the  Bombay  garrison  were  cut  down  by  two  of  the  Sidi’s  Pathans.’ 
The  Sidi  sent  the  murderer  privately  to  Surat.  The  Bombay  Council 
took  a strange  form  of  expressing  their  annoyance.  In  July  a crazy 
Councillor  and  a newly  arrived  ship  captain  heated  with  wine  boarded  the 
ship  on  which  Sidi  Kasim  had  his  quarters.  They  used  abusive  language 
and  the  captain  drew  his  sword.  They  were  overpowered  and  sent  back 
in  their  boat.  No  sooner  was  he  on  board  than  the  captain  fired  a broadside 
into  the  Sidi  fortunately  doing  little  injury, except  in  Surat  where  on  learning 
the  news  the  mob  crowded  the  streets  claiming  vengeance  on  the  Englivsh. 
The  Sidi’s  fleet,  who  as  usual  had  to  wait  for  funds  from  Surat,  did  not 
leave  Bombay  till  the  end  of  October.  On  the  21st  (November)  the 
Moghal  fleet  arrived  from  Surat  to  overawe  Bombay  and  Sambhaji’s  fleet. 
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During  the  Bombay  rebellion  (December  1683  to  December  1684)  the 
strong  government  of  Keigwin  forbade  the  Sidi’s  galivats  to  continue  at 
Mazgaon  or  to  come  there  for  any  purpose  than  to  get  water.  In  conse- 
quence in  the  beginning  of  April  1684  they  retired  to  Surat.  During 
the  next  cold  weather,  up  to  November  when  they  surrendered  the  fort 
and  island  to  Sir  Thomas  Grantham,  the  rebels  without  yielding  to  them 
kept  on  fair  terms  with  the  Sidis  who  had  lately  returned  from  Surat. 
Keigwin  had  to  watch  against  surprise  from  Sambhaji  as  well  as  from  the 
Sidi,  for  both  of  them  would  have  given  much  to  capture  the  island. 

Between  1685  and  1688  no  reference  has  been  traced  to  the  Sidis  in 
Bombay.  Early  in  1689,  on  the  rupture  with  the  Moghals,  which  formed 
part  of  Sir  John  Child’s  ambitious  scheme  for  increasing  the  power  of  the 
English,  boats  from  Bombay  captured  several  of  the  Sidi’s  vessels  which 
were  carrying  provisions  to  the  Moghal  army  at  Danda  Bajpuri.  Of  the 
result  of  this  act  of  aggression  the  interloper  Captain  Hamilton  has  left  the 
following  probably  not  unbiassed  account:  When  (1689)  the  news  came 
to  Sidi  Yakut  that  his  fleet  with  his  provisions  of  corn  and  cloth  w^ere  seized 
and  carried  to  Bombay  he  sent  a civil  letter  to  our  General  to  discharge 
his  fleet  protesting  that  as  he  had  not  meddled  in  the  affairs  between  the 
General  and  the  Suraders  he  would  continue  neuter  unless  he  was  forced  to 
do  otherwise.  But  our  General  gave  him  an  insolent  answer  and  the  fleet 
was  unladed  at  Bombay.  Sidi  Yakut  sent  again  in  fair  terms  to  desire 
the  delivery  of  his  fleet,  otherwise  he  would  be  obliged  to  come  with  his 
army  and  quarter  on  Bombay  where  his  provisions  were  detained.  He 
threatened  that  if  his  fleet  was  not  set  at  liberty  before  the  11th  February, 
which  was  near  at  hand,  he  would  certainly  be  on  Bombay  by  the  14th. 
As  he  still  received  uncivil  answers  he  performed  his  promise  to  a tittle, 
for  that  very  night  he  landed  at  a place  called  Source  (Sewri),  about 
four  miles  distant  from  the  main  fort,  with  20,000  men  at  his  back. 
Our  General’s  security  had  made  him  neglect  providing  for  receiving 
such  guests,  trusting  to  the  reputation  of  his  forces  wno  were  greater 
then  than  ever  they  had  been  before  or  ever  were  since  that  time.  And 
he  had  small  ships  enough,  had  they  been  stationed  in  proper  places, 
that  might  certainly  have  hindered  the  Sidi  landing  and  forced  him  home 
again.  But  all  those  necessary  preparations  were  neglected  and  the  Sidi 
landed  at  midnight.  The  redoubt  where  he  landed  fired  a great  gun 
to  give  the  alarm  and  so  deserted  their  post  and  the  Sidi  took  possession 
of  it.  At  one  in  the  morning  the  Castle  fired  three  guns  to  give  the 
general  alarm  which  brought  such  fear  on  those  that  lived  securely  in 
their  houses  without  the  Castle  that  the  poor  ladies  both  white  and  black 
ran  half  naked  to  the  fort  and  only  carried  their  children  with  them, 
but  they  were  all  obliged  to  wait  without  the  wall  till  daylight  relieved 
them.  Next  morning  the  Sidi  marched  to  Mdzgaon,  a small  fort  of 
fourteen  guns  and  about  a random  shot  distant  from  the  Castle.  On  the 
enemy’s  approach,  that  fort,  though  situated  on  a point  of  rocks  where 
the  sea  defended  three-quarters  of  it,  was  also  deserted  in  such  precipitancy 
that  eight  or  ten  chests  of  treasure  which  generally  contain  1000  pounds 
each  and  four  chests  of  new  arms  were  left  behind.  The  seamen  that 
were  sent  in  boats  to  bring  them  off,  proffered  to  carry  them  along  with 
them,  but  the  Commanding  Officer  thought  the  seamen  not  fit  to  be 
trusted  with  money  and  arms  and  so  the  chests  were  left  for  a present  to 
Sidi  Yakut  with  fourteen  cannon,  two  mortars,  and  some  powder  shot 
and  shells.  Why  that  treasure  and  those  arms  and  ammunition  were 
deposited  in  Mazgaon  few  could  account  for,  and  the  reasons  why  they 
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were  left  to  the  enemy  were  aa  wonderfnl.  It  was  plain  that  the  old 
way  or  suing’  in  troubled  waters  was  known  at  Bombay  and  tbe  officer 
was  never  called  to  account  for  his  oversight.  Sidi  Yakut  finding  no 
opposition  sent  a party  of  men  towards  Mdhim  to  plunder  the  poor  peasants 
and  to  take  that  fort  which  he  thought  might  be  deserted  as  the  rest  had 
been.  Nor  was  he  in  the  least  out  in  his  conjecture  for  the  garrison  had 
embarked  in  boats  and  come  by  sea  to  Bombay  before  they  saw  an 
enemy.  The  Sidi  taking  possession  of  Md,zgaon  hoisted  his  flag  there 
and  made  it  his  head-quarters.  The  following  day  some  of  the  enemy 
appeared  on  the  Mazgaon  hills  which  grieved  our  General’s  righteous  soul 
to  see  infidels  come  so  near  him  in  an  hostile  manner.  He  called  a minion 
of  his  own,  one  Captain  Pean,  who  was  no  better  soldier  than  himself, 
and  ordered  him  to  take  two  companies,  each  containing  about  seventy 
men  and  march  to  those  hills  and  drive  the  enemy  out  of  his  sight.  He 
also  ordered  to  be  Pean’s  lieutenant  one  Monro  who  had  been  a soldier 
at  Tangier  and  received  a wound  in  his  heel  that  spoiled  his  running. 
Accordingly  they  marched  in  good  order  within  shot  of  the  enemy  who 
shewed  their  beads  above  the  surface  of  the  hill,  but  did  not  offer  to 
advance  or  expose  their  bodies.  Several  gentlemen  volunteers  took  their 
arms  and  accompanied  the  little  army.  Lieutenant  Monro  advised  the 
Captain  to  march  up  the  hill  in  platoons  to  separate  the  enemy’s  forces. 
The  Captain  took  it  as  an  affront  to  be  advised.  He  said  to  his  lieutenant : 
When  you  have  the  command  in  your  own  hands  you  may  use  it  as  you 
think  fit.  As  it  is  now  entrusted  to  me  I will  use  it  according  to  my 
own  mind.  So  he  ordered  his  men  to  spread  as  much  as  they  could  and 
when  they  saw  the  enemy  open  in  the  plain  to  discharge  all  at  once 
amongst  them  which  he  said  would  terrify  them.  Monro  opposed  Pean’s 
scheme  and  told  him  of  the  danger  he  would  bring  himself  and  them 
into,  if  the  enemy  should  attack  them  whilst  their  arms  were  reloading. 
Nothing  could  dissuade  Pean  from  his  project  and  so  he  commanded  his 
men  to  fire  as  he  directed.  The  Sidis  being  ten  to  one  in  numbers  and 
better  runners  than  our  men,  and  also  better  acquainted  with  close 
fighting  with  sword  and  target,  took  hold  of  the  opportunity  and  advanced 
with  all  their  speed.  This  the  Captain  perceiving  betook  himself  to  his, 
heels  and  was  the  foremost  man  to  the  Portuguese  church  where  he  took 
courage  to  look  behind  him  to  see  what  was  become  of  his  men.  Poor 
Monro  thinking  to  stop  the  enemy’s  career  by  a part  of  the  wing  that  he 
commanded,  found  himself  deserted  by  all  but  thirteen  or  fourteen  stout 
fellows  who  were  soon  surrounded  by  the  enemy  and  cut  to  pieces.  Pean 
had  not  stopt  at  the  Portuguese  church  had  he  not  found  a party  of 
100  men  that  lay  there  ready  to  support  or  receive  him  as  his  case  should 
require.  He  was  a fellow  as  well  made  for  running  as  any  I ever  saw 
and  was  so  much  in  the  General’s  favour  that  he  had  not  so  much  as  a 
reprimand  for  his  cowardice  and  misbehaviour.  This  relation  I had  from 
a gentleman  volunteer  who  kept  always  near  the  Captain  while  he  could 
keep  pace  with  him.  And  now  the  Sidi  being  master  of  the  whole  island 
except  the  Castle  and  about  half  a mile  to  the  southward  of  the  Castle, 
he  raised  batteries  on  Dongri  hill  wffiich  overlooked  the  fort  wall  and 
disturbed  the  garrison  very  much.  Then  the  Sidi  put  four  great  guns 
in  the  custom  house  commonly  called  the  India  House  and  raised  a 
battery  at  the  Moody’s  house  ivithin  200  paces  of  the  Port,  and  another 
in  the  Lady’s  house  that  the  General  had  been  so  unkind  to,  so  that  it 
was  dangerous  to  go  out  or  in  at  the  Castle  gate  till  we  got  up  an  half 
moon  before  it.  All  men  were  then  pressed  into  the  Company’s  service, 
and  I amongst  the  rest.  We  passed  the  months  from  Apiril  to  September 
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very  ill,  for  provisions  grew  scarce  by  the  addition  of  3000  Shivdjis  that 
were  employed  as  auxiliaries  in  the  military  service  of  the  Company. 
When  the  winter  months  were  over,  at  September  we  went  to  sea  with 
our  small  ships  to  cruize  on  the  Moghal’s  subjects  and  had  pretty  good 
success. 

The  ill  success  we  had  ashore  with  the  enemy  made  our  General  sick. 
In  December  he  despatched  two  factors  to  the  Moghal’s  court  with  a 
Surat  merchant  called  Mir  Mezamie.  In  January  General  Child  died 
which  much  facilitated  the  Ambassador’s  affairs  at  the  Moghal  coart. 
While  a new  charter  was  preparing,  the  Sidis  were  ordered  to  forbear 
hostilities  and  as  the  English  had  the  same  orders,  frequent  visits  passed 
between  the  Sidis  and  the  Europeans.  When  the  phirmcm  wms  ready 
and  the  required  security  given,  Sidi  Yakut  left  Bombay  the  8th  Jane 
1690.  But  he  left  behind  him  a pestilence  which  in  four  months’  time 
destroyed  more  men  than  the  war  had  done  and  for  joy  made  a malicious 
bonfire  of  his  head-quarters,  Mazgaon  Fort.^ 


^ Hamilton’s  New  Account  of  the  East  Indies  (1714),  I*  220  - 234. 
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HARBOUR,  DOCKS,  SHIPS,  AND  LIGHT-HOUSES. 


After  its  transfer  to  the  English  the  earliest  available  reference  to 
Bombay  Harbour  is  by  the  Dutch  traveller  Baldeeus,  who,  in  166G, 
describes  it  as  a fine  large  port  where  one  can  lie  safe  from  all  winds. 
The  depth  he  gives  as  six  fathoms  at  high  water  and  four  fathoms  at  low 
water. 1 

In  1668  in  the  first  despatch  after  the  transfer  of  the  island  to  the 
Honourable  Company,  orders  were  issued  for  making  a harbour  with 
docks,  and  for  stationing  at  Bombay  an  armed  vessel  of  about  180  tons 
for  the  protection  of  the  island  and  of  its  trade.^ 

In  January  1673  the  French  traveller  Dellon  wrote  : At  the  entrance 
of  the  port  of  Bombay  lies  a rock  which  stretching  a mile  deep  into  the 
sea  makes  this  passage  very  dangerous.  For  this  reason  we  sent  for 
some  pilots  who  took  us  safely  on  the  12th  into  that  harbour  which  is 
one  of  the  safest  in  the  world  provided  you  are  well  a^cquainted  with  the 
situation  of  the  place  to  avoid  the  rocks.^ 

In  1750  Grose  (Voyage,  I.  29)  writes  : Bombay  harbour  is  spacious 
enoug’li  to  contain  any  number  of  ships.  It  has  excellent  anchoring 
ground.  And  by  its  circular  position  can  afford  them  a land-locked 
shelter  against  any  winds  to  which  the  mouth  of  it  is  exposed.  It  is 
also  admirably  situated  for  a centre  of  dominion  and  commerce,  with 
respect  to  the  Malabar  Coast,  the  Gulf  of  Persia,  the  Red  Sea,  and  the 
whole  trade  of  that  side  of  the  Great  Indian  Peninsula  and  northern  parts 
adjoining’  to  it,  to  the  Government  of  which  Presidency  they  are  very 
properly  subordinated. 

Between  1766  and  1770  Forbes  (Oriental  Memoirs,  I.  21-22)  writes  ^ 
The  harbour  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  world,  accessible  at  all  seasons  and 
affording  a safe  anchorage  during  the  tempestuous  monsoons, 
merchants  carry  on  a trade  with  all  principal  sea  ports  and  interior  cities 
of  the  peninsula  of  India  and  extend  their  commerce  to  the  Persian  and 
Arabian  Gulfs,  the  Coast  of  Africa,  Malacca,  China,  and  the  eastern 
islands.  Again,  he  says  (Or.  Mem.  I.  151-152)  I Bombay  harbour  is 
large  and  secure  from  the  storms  and  hurricanes  which  are  very  frequent 
and  destructive  at  Surat  bar  and  on  the  Malabar  Coast. 

About  1775  Parsons  (Travels  in  Asia  and  America,  214-215)  writes: 
Bombay  was  first  called  so  by  the  Portuguese,  literally  in  English,  Good 
Bay,  which  it  is  in  all  respects,  being  so  very  capacious  as  to  be  capable  of 
receiving  any  number  of  ships  of  any  size  or  draft  of  water  with  room 
sufficient  to  moor  clear  of  each  other  in  safety. 
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^ Baldasus’  Malabd,r  and  Coromandel  Coast,  Amsterdam,  1673,  page  63. 
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» Journal  Bom.  Br.  ijoyai  As.  Soc.  Vol.  XVII.  Ft.  II.  51.  This  mile-long  rod,  is 
Col4ha.  Coming  from  the  north  Dellon’s  ship  would  be  tempted  to  put  int  r-Back 
Bay  and  be  wrecked  on  the  reefs. 
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In  1786-87  Francklin  (Pinkerton’s  Voyages,  IX.  *232)  speaks  of  Bombay 
as  a splendid  harbour. 

From  tbeir  first  connection  with  the  island  the  wide  range  of  its  tides  • 
impressed  the  English  with  the  suitableness  of  Bombay  harbour  as  a 
place  for  Docks.  In  August  and  September  1668,  despatches  from  the 
Court  of  Directors  in  London  and  from  Governor  Gerald  Aungier  in 
Bombay  crossed  each  other,  enforcing  the  advantages  of  a mole  and  dry 
dock  for  Bombay, 1 

In  1670,  the  Court  of  Directors  ordered  the  making  of  docks  and  sent 
to  Bombay  Warwick  Pett,  one  of  the  Pett  family  of  famous  ship- 
builders, to  construct  two  vessels  for  the  defence  of  the  island  and 
to  instruct  the  natives  in  the  art  of  ship-building.  Nothing  seems  to 
have  come  of  this  first  attempt. 

In  1686  the  distinguished  sailor  Sir  John  Wyborne,  Deputy  Governor  ’ 
of  Bombay,  suggested  the  building  of  a dry  dock.  All  ships,  he  writes, 
in  these  seas  when  they  know  of  a dock  where  they  can  lie  securely  . 
will  come  to  clean  and  repair.  Had  there  been  a dock  the  ship  Ffalcon 
had  not  left  her  bones  here.  We  can  only  say  it  will  be  a necessary 
profitable  work  when  done. 

In  their  Bombay  despatch  for  1689-90  the  Court  of  Directors  ordered 
the  Honourable  Bartholomew  Harris,  Governor  of  Bombay  (1690-1694), 
to  complete  a dry  dock  in  Bombay,  that  it  might  become  a safe  retreat 
to  English  shipping.  Large  quantities  of  iron  work  were  sent  for  building, 
and  repairing  vessels.  But  in  those  the  darkest  of  dark  end-of-century  . 
days  nothing  was  done. 

Between  1704  and  1707,  under  Sir  Nicholas  Waite,  the  ^ wretched 
arrangements  ’ hitherto  deemed  sufficient  for  repairing  ships  are  said  to 
have  been  somewhat  improved. 

In  1735,  with  the  help  of  Mr.  Dudley  Master  Attendant,  and  of 
Lavji  Nasarvanji  the  famous  Parsi  Shipbuilder  or  Wadia  from  Surat, t 
Government  started  a ship-building  yard  at  Bombay, 

Till  1748  the  only  dry  dock  was  a mud  basin  in  and  out  of  which  the 
tide  flowed  at  will.  This  mud  basin  was  probably  pretty  near  the  centre 
of  the  present  Government  Dockyard.  On  the  3rd  January  1748,  when 
the  Honourable  William  Wake  was  Governor,  the  following  resolution 
was  recorded  : Considering  that  a dry  dock  at  this  place  capable  of 
receiving  a ship  of  50  guns  (that  is  of  about  500  tons)  would  be  ' 
extremely  useful  for  cleaning  or  repairing  ships  belonging  to  the  Honour-rj 
able  Company  or  to  private  traders,  and  thereby  bring  many  advantages  -j 
to  the  island,  particularly  in  respect  to  trade  and  most  branches  of  the  l 
revenue,  the  charge  of  which  by  computation  would  not  exceed  Rs.  5000,  | 
and  which  would  be  soon  reimbursed  by  collecting  a duty  (not  yet  agreed  i 
upon)  on  all  ships  that  make  use  of  it.  Of  all  which  the  Board  beingJ 
very  sensible,  and  likewise  well  assured  there  are  many  private  persons : 
who  would  gladly  take  it  on  themselves  for  the  advantage,  it  is  agreed  i 
that  the  same  be  undertaken  on  the  Honourable  Company’s  account, ; 
borrowing  money  of  the  Bank  for  the  amount  for  which  a distinct  head  ! 
is  to  be  kept  on  the  General  Books.  Directed,  therefore,  that  suck; 


’ In  1668  Bruce  notices  (Annals,  IL  226)  : The  first  despatch  after  the  transfer  o i 
Bombay  to  the  Company  contained  orders  for  making  a harbour  with  docks.  In  tin 
same  year  1668  (in  another  place,  page  241),  he  adds  : A mole  and  dry  dock  art 
wanted. 
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timlber  and  planks  as  may  be  wanted  for  tbe  gates  of  the  dock  be  indented 
for  to  Tellicherry. 

Apparently  the  site  of  the  mnd  basin  was  chosen  for  the  new  dock. 
The  work  was  pushed  so  briskly  that  on  the  3rd  of  July  1750  this  entry 
appears  : The  dry  dock  ordered  to  be  set  about  at  the  Presidency 
being  finished,  the  rates  to  be  paid  for  all  ships  and  vessels  that  go  into 
it  are  now  settled,  namely  Ps.  150  for  the  first  spring  and  Rs.  100  for 
every  spring  they  remain  in  afterwards. 

On  the  23rd  January  1751,  when  the  Honourable  R.  Bourchier  was 
Governor,  it  was  judged  if  the  heads  of  the  dry  dock  were  carried  a 
little  further  out,  it  would  not  only  be  more  commodious,  but  by  means 
of  the  tides  carrying  off  the  filth  which  at  present  settles  in  it,  and  as 
the  same  may  be  done  for  a •small  expense,  it  is  agreed  that  it  be  set 
about  and  finished  as  speedily  as  possible.  This  1 750  dock  is  the  Upper 
Old  Bombay  Dock,  209  feet  long  47  feet  broad  and  15  feet  deep.  It 
forms  the  inmost  or  westmost  section  of  the  southern  of  the  two  lines  of 
docks  which  lie  parallel  to  each  other,  about  north-east  and  south-west 
near  the  centre  of  the  Government  Dockyard. 


This  Dock  proved  so  great  a success  that  in  1754  the  Superintendent 
of  Marine  suggested  the  building  of  a second  dock  outside  of  and  in  the 
same  line  as  the  1750  dock.  In  1756,  while  the  work  was  in  progress. 
Captain  Pearce  of  the  ship  Edgecote,  asked  that  the  dam  in  front  of  the 
dock  might  be  broken  and  his  ship  be  allowed  to  pass  in.  On  Captain 
Pearce  agreeing  to  pay  the  expenses  of  pulling  down  the  dam  and  any 
extraordinary  expense  Government  might  be  put  to  for  want  thereof 
till  the  dock  gates  were  fixed,  his  ship  was  allowed  to  enter.  Captain 
Pearce’s  bill,  which  he  afterwards  tried  to  repudiate,  was  Bs.  681-1-69,1 

In  1762,  on  the  10th  and  llth  June,  Admiral  Cornish  wrote  from 
Trincomalee  urging  the  completion  of  the  outer  dock  before  the  return  of 
the  squadron.  Tbe  dock  w'as  of  the  utmost  consequence.  It  w^'as  the  only 
means  of  preserving  the  two  capital  ships  of  the  squadron.  On  the  21st 
July  1762  the  Honourable  Charles  Cromraelin  being  Governor,  the  Board 
resolved ; ‘ The  outer  dock  has  been  carrying  on  as  fast  as  the  tides 
would  admit  of  working  upon  ever  since  the  Admiral  recommended  its 
being  completed  and  not  a moment’s  time  w'ill  be  lost  in  finishing  it. 
This  dock,  which  seems  to  have  been  completed  before  the  close  of  1762, 
and  still  shows  signs  of  somewhat  rough  and  hurried  w'orkmanship,  is 
the  Middle  Old  Bombay  dock,  183  feet  long  51  broad  and  20  deep. 
The  cost  of  this  dock  is  said  to  have  been  Ks.  12,000.  Outside  of  this 
second  dock  and  in  the  same  line  a third  dock  seems  to  have  been 
almost  at  once  started. 


On  the  23rd  July  1765,  when  the  Honourable  Charles  Crommelin  was 
Governor,  the  following  entry  of  rare  cheerfulness  occuis  . 
being  now  pretty  strong  and  the  third  dry  dock  nearly  cornp  ete  > ® 

same  is  ordered  to  be  continued  and  finished  as  soon  as  Possible.  Ihis 
is  the  Lower  Old  Bombay  Dock,  256  feet  long  51  broad  and  20  deep. 

Por  the  next  forty  years  this  line  of  three  docks,  one  within  the  other, 
was  the  boast  of  Bombay  and  the  wonder  of  travellers.  Even  the  single 
original  dock  astonished  Grose  in  1750  and  ves  m . n 
before  the  third  dock  was  Hnished,  the  German  traveller  Niebuhr  wrote  : 
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‘ Among  the  large  number  of  good  arrangements  made  by  the  English 
in  Bombay  for  trade  and  shipping  the  dock  is  much  the  most  considerable 
and  important.  The  work  is  partly  rock-cut  partly  cut-stone.  Two 
ships  can  be  careened  at  a time  and  a third  basin  is  preparing.  The  work 
though  costly  brings  a considerable  return.  Strangers  pay  very  dear  for 
liberty  to  careen  in  these  basins.  When  I was  in  Bombay  I saw  a ship 
of  war  belonging  to  the  Imam  of  Sana  which  he  had  sent  to  Bombay  . 
solely  on  purpose  to  be  refitted,’  In  August  1775  the  traveller  Parsons 
wrote  : ‘ At  Bombay  there  is  a dockyard  large  and  well  contrived  with 
all  kind  of  naval  stores  deposited  in  proper  warehouses,  together  with 
great  quantities  of  timber  and  planks  for  repairing  and  building  ships  and 
forges  for  making  of  anchors  as  well  as  every  kind  of  smaller  smith’s 
work.  Bombay  boasts  such  a dry  dock  as  perhaps  is  not  to  be  seen  in 
any  part  of  Europe,  either  for  size  or  convenient  station.  It  has  three 
divisions  and  three  pairs  of  strong  gates  so  as  to  be  capable  of 
receiving  and  repairing  three  ships  of  the  line  at  one  time  as  the  outer- 
most ship  can  warp  out  and  another  be  admitted  in  her  place  every  ■ 
springtide  without  any  interruption  of  the  work  doing  to  the  second 
and  innermost  ships ; or  both  the  outermost  and  the  second  ship  can  go 
out  and  two  others  be  received  in  their  places  without  hindrance  to  the 
workmen  employed  on  the  third  or  innermost  ship.’  In  1776  Forbes  " 
mentions  the  three  excellent  docks:  In  1786-87  Erancklin  (Pinkerton’s - 
Vo3mges,  IX.  236)  speaks  of  Bombay’s  splendid  harbour  and  excellent 
docks  in  which  His  Majesty’s  ships  were  repaired  refitted  and  equipped.! 
And  in  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  the  docks  are  described  as 
‘ scarcely  equalled  for  size  or  convenience.’  So  popular  were  the  docks  - 
that  it  had  been  found  possible  to  raise  the  original  modest  Rs.  150  and 
Rs.  100  to  Rs,  450  and  Rs.  350  in  the  case  of  English  and  to  Rs.  600  and 
Rs.  500  in  the  case  of  foreign  ships.  In  1812  Hall  (V^oyages  and 
Travels,  III.  192)  found  Bombay  the  only  place  with  docks  large  enough 
fir  the  Illustrious. 

In  June  1782  when  the  Plonourable  William  Hornby  wms  Governor, 
the  Admiral  asked  that  either  new  docks  should  be  made  or  the  old 
docks  should  be  changed.  The  Board  decided  that  the  old  docks  could 
not  be  changed.  They  thought  as  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  was  greater 
there  than  in  the  Dockyard,  Butcher’s  Island  was  the  best  place  for  a 
dry  dock.  Plans  and  estimates  were  called  for  and  submitted  in  Novem- 
ber 1782. 

No  further  action  seems  to  have  been  taken,  till,  in  August  1804,  at 
the  request  of  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  the  Court  of  Directors  urged  the 
Bombay  Government  to  arrange  for  the  construction  of  a 74-gun  man- 
of-war,  Colaba  and  Butcher’s  Island  were  examined  for  sites  for  a dock 
suitable  for  the  construction  of  a 74-gun  ship.  On  the  27th  March  1805 
His  Excellency  Admiral  Sir  Edward  Pellew  decided  that  the  only  propei 
spot  was  in  the  dockyard  parallel  to  the  old  dock.  Tenders  were  issuec 
on  1st  May  1805.  In  June  1805  the  Governor  the  Honourable  Jonathai 
Duncan  decided  that  the  dock  should  be  begun  and  a contract  enterec 
into  with  one  Mulji  Naranji  for  Rs.  1,20,811.  In  July  this  decision  was 
reviewed  with  the  result  that  instead  of  giving  it  to  contract,  the  building 
of  the  dock  was  entrusted  to  Captain-Lieutenant  Crozier  of  the  Engineers  : 
who,  ‘ with  the  utmost  regard  to  substantial  strength  and  future  nationa  i 
utility,  was  to  make  a point  of  honour  of  keeping  within  the  estimate.’  Or  ) 
the  30th  September  the  Marine* Board  urged  that  the  proposed  dock  shouk  ; 
be  extended  further  seaward  to  give  room  for  another  dock  capable  o 
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receiving*  a stip  of  the  line  of  the  largest  class  that  could  be  expected  in 
those  seas.  The  Marine  Board  urged  that  if  a second  dock  was  not 
built  the  cost  of  keeping  clear  the  passage  into  the  first  dock  would  be 
Rs.  1800  a year.  They  urged  the  extension  from  motives  of  economy 
; as  one  dam  would  do  for  both-  The  cost  of  the  additional  dock  would  not 
be  more  than  Rs.  49,000,  This  suggestion  was  adopted  (4th  October 
1805),  and  the  construction  of  a second  dock  was  sanctioned.  On  the 
8th  April  1806  the  Superintendent  of  Marine  delivered  a letter  from 
I Captain-Lieutenant  Crozier  saying  the  cost  of  both  docks  would  be  much 
. more  than  the  estimated  Rs.  1,69,811.  The  cost  of  both  docks  would 
be  Rs.  2,50,000  or  Rs.  10,000  less  if  the  upper  dock  was  finished  in  the 
rough  and  not  with  cut-stone.  It  was  also  stated  that  water  made  its 
way  into  the  dock  under  the  north  wall.  This  report  was  so  unsatis- 
factory that  in  Ma,y  1806  Colonel  Atkins  was  called  from  Malabar  and 
' Captain  Cowper  from  Surat  and  a committee  was  appointed  to 
■ examine  the  dock.  The  committee’s  opinion  was  most  unfavourable. 

' They  considered  the  docks  planned  on  a wrong  principle  and 
I executed  in  an  improper  manner.  In  consequence  of  this  opinion  on 
' the  4th  of  June  Captain  Cowper  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  work. 
He  reported  that  to  complete  the  two  docks  would  cost  Rs.  2,79,45?, 

1 and  that  the  work  already  done  at  a cost  of  Rs.  90,000  was  an 
I obstacle  and  should  be  removed.  During  the  rains  the  work 
: remained  at  a stand.  In  September  Captain  Cowper  was  ordered  to 
proceed  with  the  Upper  or  Building  Dock  with  durable  construction. 
Captain  Cowper  was  to  perform  the  work  ^ upon  honour’  without 
proceeding  further  on  the  original  design  until  the  first  and  most  urgent 
portion  of  the  work,  that  is  the  Upper  or  Building  Dock,  was  completed. 

I On  the  23rd  September  the  Honourable  Board  reconsidered  the  question 
of  the  Lower  or  Repairing  Dock.  As  opinions  were  divided,  it  was 
arranged  that  progress  with  the  second  dock  should  be  stayed  till  the 
i views  of  the  Honourable  Court  of  E>irectors  were  ascertained. 

Captain  Cowper  began  work  under  circumstances  of  special  difficulty. 
His  first  step  was  to  enclose  the  whole  of  Captain  Crozier’s  masonry 
'with  a coffer-dam,  to  the  summit  of  which  at  high  water  spring-tides 
:the  sea  nearly  approached.  Before  he  could  lay  a stone  in  execution  of 
his  own  plan  Captain  Cowper  had  to  remove  every  particle  of  Captain 
Crozier’s  masonry.  The  two  leading  features  of  Captain  Cowper’s  plan 
were  the  general  use  of  vaulted  arches  and  buttresses  in  constructing  the 
■piers,  and  the  system  of  rabbetting  every  stone  in  the  exterior  and  interior 
surface  of  the  dock.  By  this  rabbetting  all  chinks  and  cracks  were  avoided , 
land  the  dock  walls  were  as  impervious  as  if  hewn  out  of  the  living 
■rock. 

In  January  1807  Captain  Cowper  had  cleared  all  Captain  Crozier  s 
‘ obstacles  ’ and  began  the  new  work.  He  had  four  great  difficulties  to 
:face  : the  want  of  trained  workmen;  interruption  from  springs,  which 
^required  constant  attention  at  all  hours  to  repress  and  ultimately  to 
confine  ; the  extensile  bed  of  rock  stretching  from  the  upper  dock  to  the 
: mouth  of  the  outer  dock  so  solid  and  hard  that  it  had  to  be  removed  by 
mining  ; when  his  cutting  reached  below  the  level  of  the  old  docks,  water 
oozed  through  the  old  walls  and  a considerable  part  fell.  Captain 
Uowper  made  his  new  walls  support  the  tottering  fabric  of  the  old 
Idock,  which  otherwise  must  have  given  way. 

On  the  28th  November  1807  the  Upper  or  Building  section  of  the  new 
dock  was  reported  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  keel  of  the  74.  I ho 
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President  Dock  Committee  would  have  ordered  the  keel  to  he  immediately 
laid.  But  the  builder  Jamsedji  Bamanji  being  anxious  to  choose  a 
fortunate  day  for  that  purpose  and  the  astrologers  having  fixed  on  Friday 
next^  Mr.  Money  assented  to  Jamsedji’s  proposal.  The  Honourable 
Board  preferred  the  old  English  lucky  day  to  the  astrologer’s  lucky 
day.  The  Bombay  Courier  of  26th  December  announced  that  the  new 
dock  was  forw'ard  enough  to  admit  the  laying  of  the  keel  of  the  new 
74,  and  that  the  ceremony  of  the  Silver  Nail  had  been  fixed  for  New 
Year’s  Day.  The  Courier  of  2nd  January  1808  has  this  paragraph: 

* While  this  paper  is  going  to  press,  a Royal  Salute  is  firing  as  a signal 
that  the  Silver  Nail  has  been  driven  in  and  united  the  stem  and  keel  of 
the  new  74.  May,’  adds  the  loyal  editor,  ‘ the  ever-during  Indian  teak, 
under  the  auspices  of  our  gallant  tars,  rival  the  glories  of  the  British 
oak.’  A note  in  the  Annual  Register  for  1808  shows  that  the  name  of 
the  new  74  was  Miuden  that  her  Silver  Nail  was  driven  by  the  Governor ; 
and  that  in  the  Governor’s  honour  the  dock  was  called  Duncan’s  Dock. 
On  the  west  end  of  the  dock  on  a blackened  slab,  about  eight  feet  below 
the  pier  level,  these  words  are  carved  : This  dock  was  executed  during  the 
Government  of  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Duncan  Esquire  by  Captain 
AVilliam  Cowper  of  Engineers,  1807. 

The  Upper  Duncan  Dock  is  286  feet  long  63  broad  and  23  deep.  The  . 
sides  are  of  fine  cut  stone.  The  bottom  is  partly  masonry  partly  rock. 

The  answer  of  the  Honourable  Board  of  Directors  to  the  reference 
regarding  the  outer  or  repairing  new  dock  has  not  been  traced.  What 
its  purport  was  is  beyond  doubt.  At  all  cost  the  outer  or  repairing  dock 
must  be  pressed  on.  On  the  20th  July  1810  the  Dock  Committee, 
addressed  the  Government  stating  that  as  the  ‘magnificent  and  important.- 
work’  of  the  new  docks  was  completed,  they  laid  before  the  Honourable 
Board  the  peculiar  and  eminent  merits  of  Captain  Cowper,  who  planned 
and  executed  the  great  undertaking.  All  who  visited  the  Presidency 
considered  the  new  docks  an  unrivalled  monument  of  professional  skill 
and  public  utility.  The  committee  pleaded  for  a special  reward  to  Captain 
Cowper.  The  Honourable  Board  referred  the  question  of  special  reward 
to  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors.  The  Lower  Duncan  Dock  is  246 
feet  long  63’ 6 broad  and  23  deep.  That  is  the  total  length  of  the  two 
docks  is  532  feet.  In  1811  before  all  the  dock  fittings  were  completed  a 
further  sum  of  Rs.  20,000  had  to  be  spent.  The  total  cost  of  the  Upper 
and  Lower  Duncan  Docks  was  therefore  : rs. 

Spent  by  Captain  Crozier  without  return  ...  ...  ...  90,000 

Captain  Cowper’s  detailed  estimate  ...  ...  2,54,052 

Add  for  fittings  and  finishings  20,000 

Total  ...  3,64,052 

Since  1810,  according  to  Maclean’s  Guide  to  Bombay  (page  239),  two 
additions  have  been  made  to  the  Upper  Duncan  Dock,  30  feet  in  1845  and 
40  more  in  1849.  According  to  the  Monthly  Miscellany  (page  209)  both 
the  Bombay  and  Duncan  Docks  were  extended  under  the  superintendence 
of  Captain  Sir  Robert  Oliver  in  1845.  There  is  some  confusion  in  these 
statements.  The  records  show  that  in  1841  the  Bombay  Government 
proposed  to  widen  the  entrance  to  the  Lower  or  Stern  Duncan  Dock  to 
62  feet,  and  make  culverts  and  sluices  and  cut  a groove  in  the  dock  walls 
for  a half  depth  caisson  to  keep  fourteen  feet  of  water  in  the  Upper 
Duncan  Dock.  The  estimated  cost  of  these  improvements  was  : widening 
Rs,  60,355,  caisson  Rs,  13,000,  total  Rs.  73,355.  The  Court  of  Directors 
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approved  these  proposals.  Afterwards  in  1843-44  it  was  arranged  to 
n widen  the  tipper  Duncan  Dock  and  fit  both  upper  and  lower  docks  with 
/[full  depth  caissons.  The  revised  estimate  was  : widening  Rs.  33,698,  full 
a depth  caisson  Rs-  43,00(>,  total  Rs.  76,698.  These  changes  were  approved 
[i-and  the  work  was  pressed  on.  On  the  3rd  July  1847,  the  improvements 
nwere  complete  and  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company’s  steam  vessel 
i Braganza  was  hauled  in  for  urgent  repairs.  The  gates  and  ports-locks 
>11  worked  very  satisfactorily  and  were  highly  creditable  to  Captain  Estridg’e. 
i'The  cost  proved  Rs.  27,344  more  than  the  estimate,  that  is  a total  charge 
!of  Rs.  1,04,042  for  the  improvements.  This  raises  the  grand  total  outlay 
rion  the  Upper  and  Lower  Duncan  Docks  as  they  now  stand  to  Rs.  4,68,094. 
(’The  Honourable  Court  of  Directors  were  gratified  with  the  manner  in 
h which  the  repairs  had  been  carried  out.  They  considered  the  result  highly 
1 creditable  to  the  professional  talent  and  assiduity  of  Captain  Estridge. 

Besides  the  five  dry  docks  in  the  Government  Dockyard  there  are  three 
ndry  docks  at  Mazgaon.  Of  the  three  Mazgaon  Docks,  Mr.  Uloth, 
li Superintendent,  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  and  Mr.  Turner, 
/Agent  to  the  British  Indian  Company,  have  kindly  supplied  the  following 
31  details : The  three  Mazgaon  Docks  are  the  P.  and  O.  small  dock,  the 
4 British  India  Company’s  dock,  and  the  P.  and  O.  Ritchie  dock.  Of  the 
di  three  the  P.  and  0.  small  dock  is  the  oldest.  It  seems  to  be  the 
& same  as  the  Mud  Dock  at  Mdzgaon  which  a committee  appointed  to  fix 
:a  new  site  for  the  Powder  Works  describe  (16th  January  1767)  as 
dto  the  south  of  the  best  site  for  the  Powder  Mills  and  which  is  referred  to 
nin  a Consultation  of  the  30th  January  1776  as  ground  for  a marine  yard 
d:at  Mazgaon  Dock.^  Hamilton  (Gazetteer,  page  562^  about  1810 
i mentions  at  Mdzgaon  a good  dock  for  small  vessels.  In  1827  in  a 
cx  correspondence  regarding  proposals  for  enlarging  and  improving  the 
1- Mazgaon  Dockyard,  reference  is  made  to  the  basins  near  the  dockyard. 
I,  In  1859  when  it  had  been  in  a ruinous  state  for  many  years,  this  dock 
was  handed  to  the  P.  and  O.  Company,  in  whose  possession  and  use  it 
bI  has  since  remained. 

The  next  in  age  is  the  British  India  Dock,  395  feet  long  45  broad  and 
S^23  deep,  and  supposed  to  have  cost  about  Rs.  5,00,000.  This  dock  is  on 
dthe  site  of  the  British  outwork,  which  in  1682  was  seized  by  Takut 
J Khan  the  Sidi  of  Janjira,  and  held  by  him  for  nearly  a year.  The  dock 
i^was  built  about  1845  by  Aga  Muhammad  Rahim  Shirazi,  a rich  Persian 
ifi  merchant.  The  P.  and  O.  Company  became  tenants  of  this  dock  in  1846, 
0 and  discontinued  its  use  in  1870.  Since  1870  this  dock  has  been  leased 
^!by  the  British  India  Company  from  its  owner  Sultan  Nawaz  Jang,  a 
i|Haidarabad  nobleman. 

!The  third  Mdzgaon  Dock  was  built  by  the  P.  and  O.  Company  between 
1859  and  1867.  It  is  named  the  Ritchie  Dock  in  honour  of  Mr.  John 
Ritchie,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Company,  when  the  dock  was 
completed.  The  first  vessel  placed  in  the  Ritchie  dock  was  the  P.  and  O. 
Company’s  steamer  Bar} goon,  gross  tonnage  D / 6,  drawing  15  feet.  The 
It  original  length  of  the  dock  was  390  feet.  It  has  been  twice  lengthened, 
'lithe  second  time  in  1890,  up  to  494  feet.  The  largest  of  the  Company  s 
€^fleet  Oceana,  6362  tons  gross,  has  since  been  docked. 

j After  the  Ritchie  dock,  between  1869  and  1872,  the  Hog  Island 
1|  Hydraulic  Lift  was  completed  at  a cost  of  about  Rs.  3,00,000.  This  lift 
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was  available  for  vessels  up  to  5000  tons,  and  bad  24  feet  of  water  on  the 
block  at  spring-tides.  This  lift  proved  a failure  partly  on  account  of  its 
distance  from  Bombay,  partly  because  of  the  risk  of  strain  to  the  vessel 
lifted.  After  being  under  the  management  of  the  P.  and  0.  Company 
for  several  years  it  ceased  to  be  used  and  is  now  broken  up. 

In  1623,  when  Davies  with  the  Dutch  attacked  Bombay  they  found 
two  new  frigates  not  yet  from  the  stocks  nor  fully  ended. ^ 

About  twelve  years  later  (1635),  under  a convention  between  the 
Portuguese  and  English,  pinnaces  were  built  for  the  English  at  Basseia.2 

In  166S,  the  first  despatch  after  the  transfer  of  the  island  to  the 
Company,  contained  the  provision  that  an  armed  vessel  of  180  tons  should 
be  stationed  in  Bombay  to  guard  the  island»3 

In  the  same  year  three  small  armed  vessels  were  built  and  Warwick  . 
Pett  was  sent  to  Bombay  to  teach  ship-building.^ 

About  1750  Grose  gives  the  following  details  of  the  Bombay  Marine  : 
The  Bombay  marine  is  chiefly  directed  against  Angria.  The  English 
had  gallies  built  in  England  of  the  most  beautiful  models  that  can 
be  imagined  carrying  about  18  or  20  guns,  provided  with  oars  of 
special  service  in  a calm.  Also  a few  grabs,  vessels  of  much  the  same 
burden,  built  in  the  country  on  the  model  of  Angria’s  grabs  with  prows 
which  seem  best  suited  for  carrying  chase  guns.  The  scheme  of  Angria’s  ^ 
gunnery  was  chiefly  to  get  into  the  wake  of  their  enemy  and  rake  him 
fore  and  aft.  A kind  of  quartermaster  conducts  the  vessel  till  he 
brings  the  masts  of  his  chase  into  one,  at  which  instant  he  gives  the 
word  for  firing  and  commonly  does  the  greatest  execution  in  the 
rigging  after  which  they  have  the  easier  market  of  the  vessel  thus  - 
disabled.  Otherwise  Angria’s  grabs  are  too  slightly  built  to  lay  . 
alongside  of  any  ship  of  the  least  weight  of  metal.  Their  great  stress  lies  ^ 
on  those  prow  guns  which  they  manage  to  special  advantage  in  a calm 
having  armed  boats  to  tow  them  astern  of  the  vessel  they  attack  which 
for  want  of  wind  cannot  avoid  them. 

Of  these  armed  boats  called  galivafs  the  Company  maintains  also  a 
competent  number  for  the  service  of  their  marine,  being  not  only  of  use 
to  oppose  them  to  the  enemy  but  for  pursuit  or  expeditions  in  shoal 
water.  Eor  further  strengthening  of  the  naval  force  in  those  parts  the 
Company  occasionally  stations  at  Bombay  some  larger  built  ships  from 
Europe,  which  for  their  superior  weight  of  metal  and  greater  difficulty 
of  boarding,  especially  in  deep  water,  with  anything  of  a commanding  . 
gale,  have  nothing  to  fear  from  those  slight  vessels,  though  in  a calm  they 
might  gall  and  plague  them  sufficiently.  All  these  vessels  that  formed 
the  military  marine  of  Bombay  were  chiefly  manned  with  English  or 
European  deserters  from  other  nations  and  according  to  the  exigency 
reinforced  with  detachments  of  soldiers  from  the  land  forces  to  serve  in 
the  nature  of  marines. 

These  vessels  were  to  guard  the  navigation  of  those  seas  and  convoy 
the  trade.  They  were  also  employed  on  such  collateral  services  as  pro- 
tecting the  interest  of  the  Company  or  vindicating  its  honour  where 
requisite  within  the  bounds  of  that  Presidency’s  jurisdiction  as  in  the 
Bed  Sea,  the  Gulf  of  Persia,  and  the  Bar  of  Surat.  Towards  defraying 


1 Rirdwood’s  Old  India  Office  Records,  215.  2 Bruce’s  Annals,  I.  334. 

3 Bruce’s  Annals,  II.  226.  4 Bruce’s  Annals,  II.  244, 
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jrthe  charges  of  this  marine,  the  Company  required  of  all  I he  ti^ading 
vessels,  those  of  the  other  European  nations  excepted,  to  take  the  passes 
of  the  Bombay  Government,  for  which  they  paid  so  small  a consideration 
j.that  L never  heard  the  least  murmuring;  the  merchants  being  duly 
^-sensible  not  only  of  the  benefit  their  trade  received  from  the  English 
a protect  ion,  but  that  this  contribution  was  far  short  of  the  cost  of  it.^ 

The  first  Bombay  boat  builders  were  the  Parsi  family  of  Lanji  or 
VAVadia  from  Surat.  Except  in  so  far  as  it  was  modified  by  English 
liinfinence  Bombay  ship-building  was  the  same  as  Surat  ship-buildingv 
liOf  Surat  ship-building  Grose  writes:  At  Sural  they  excelled  in  ship- 
nt building.  If  their  models  wei’e  as  fine  as  English  models  they  would  be 
it  the  best  ships  in  the  world  for  duration.  They  build  to  1000  tons  and 
p upwards.  But  their  naval  architecture  has  something  clumsy  unfinished 
rrand  inartistic.  Surat  ships  last  much  longer  than  European  ships,  even 
I a century,  because  they  are  so  solidly  built,  the  planks  in  their  bottoms 
[rand  sides  being  let  into  one  another  in  the  nature  of  rabbet  work.  The 
il knees  are  natural  shape  not  warped  or  forced  by  fire»  Teak  as  good  as 
Jioak,  and  bottoms  rubbed  with  wood-oil,  keep  planks  ffomi  decay.  They 
3;  do  not  launch  their  shipsy  but  dig  canals  from  the  water  to  the  stocks  oc 
['^what  they  call  cradles. 

Surat  is  not  the  only  place  by  many  in  India  where  ships  are  built  but 
jjnone  as  yet  are  comparable  to  them.  The  masting  generally  used  in  the 
a country  ships  are  pohoon  masts  chiefly  from  the  Malabar  coast.  But 
dfor  the  cordage  wdiat  is  worth  anything  must  come  from  Europe.. 
[''Their  Coir  ropes,  made  of  the  fibres  of  cocoanut  husks,  are,  for  either 
m running  or  standing  rigging,  more  harsh  and  untractable  than  what  is 
[(  produced  from  hemp.  I have  seen  very  serviceable  and  large  coir  cables 
;v  which  in  opposition  to  the  European  ones  last  much  longer  in  saltwater, 
il fresh  being  apt  to  rot  them.  Their  anchors  are  mostly  European,  our 
riiron  being  much  better  and  better  worked.  As  to  sails  they  are  very  well 
a supplied  by  the  country  manufacture  of  cotton  into  a sail  cloth  called 
w demgri  which  though  not  so  strong  or  lasting  as  camvas,  Holland’s  duck, 
for  vitry,  is  while  in  use  more  pliant  and  less  apt  to  split  than,  they  are. 
i^Eor  pitch  they  have  the  gum  of  a tree  which  is  called  dammar  not  at  all 
iLuferior  to  the  other.‘^ 

Their  navigators  are  very  indifferent  artists.  Formerly  they  used  to 
3j  get  Europeans  to  command  their  ships.  Lately  they  make  a shift  to  do 
h without  them  having  trained  up  to  it  some  of  the  natives  who  may  just 
a serve  in  those  parts  where  they  seldom  put  to  sea  but  in  the  fair  season, 
5 and  where  consequently  they  rarely  meet  with  storms  to  try  their  skilk 
l!  Their  common  sailors  are  rather  better  in  their  class  though  wanting  in 
4 the  vigour  expertness  and  patience  of  fatigue  of  Europeans.  Bometimes 
they  come  to  England  where  they  are  miserable  objects  of  charity. ^ 

About  the  same  time,  1750,  Grose  thus  describes  Angria’s  Fleet : His 
fleet  consisted  of  grabs  and  galivats  vessels  peculiar  to  that  coast.  Grabs 
fare  of  two  classes,  two-masters  up  to  150  tons  and  three-masters  about 
};  300  tons  burthen.  They  are  broad  in  proportion  to  their  length  and 
If  draw  little  water.  They  narrow  from  the  middle  forward  where  instead 
of  bows  they  have  the  prow  of  a Mediterranean  galley  covered  with 
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a strong  deck  level  with  the  main  deck  of  the  vessel  and  separated  from 
it  by  a bulk-head.  As  the  grab  pitches  violently  when  sailing  against  a 
head  sea  the  prow  sides  are  open  so  that  the  water  passes  easily  off.  On 
the  main  deck  under  the  forecastle  are  mounted  two  pieces  of  cannon  of 
nine  or  twelve  pounders  pointing  forward  through  port-boles  cut  in  the 
bulk-head  and  tiring  over  the  prow.  The  cannon  on  the  broadside  are 
from  six  to  nine  pounders.  Galivats  are  large  rowboats  built  like  grabs 
but  smaller,  seldom  over  seventy  tons.  They  have  two  masts  a slight 
mizenmast  and  a strong  mainmast  bearing  a large  triangular  sail. 
Forty  or  fifty  stout  oars  can  send  them  at  a rate  of  four  miles  an  hour. 
Some  large  galivats  have  fixed  decks  on  which  they  mount  from  six 
to  eight  pieces  of  cannon  from  two  to  four  pounders.  Galivats  are 
generally  covered  with  spar  decks  made  of  split  bamboos  carrying  only 
petteraroes  fixed  on  swivels  in  the  gunnel  of  the  vessel. 

When  he  meant  to  attack  large  and  strong  vessels  Angria  gathered  a 
fleet  of  eight  or  ten  grabs  and  forty  to  fifty  galivats  crowded  with  men 
and  laid  in  wait  in  some  port  or  bay.  When  a large  vessel  came  in  sight 
the  boats  slipped  their  cables  and  put  to  sea.  If  there  was  a breeze  they 
overtook  the  chase  for  they  were  fast  sailers.  If  it  w’as  calm  the  galivats 
worked  their  oars  and  towed  out  the  grabs.  When  within  gunshot  of 
the  chase  ihey  gathered  behind  her  and  the  grabs  waiting  till  the  three 
masts  of  the  vessel  were  in  line  fired  their  prow  guns.  If  the  chase  was 
dismasted  they  came  nearer  and  battered  her  on  all  sides  till  she  struck. 
If  the  defence  was  sturdy  a number  of  galivats  with  two  or  three 
hundred  men  in  each  surrounded  the  ship  and  boarded  her  on  all  sides 
sword  in  hand.^ 

Of  Bombay  ships  between  1766  and  1 770  Forbes  (Or.  Mem. 1. 151 -154) 
writes  : Near  the  harbour  were  three  excellent  docks  and  a spacious  marine 
yard  amply  supplied  with  naval  stores  of  every  description.  Here  they 
build  vessels  of  all  sizes,  from  a ship  of  the  line  to  the  smallest  grabs  and 
galivats  employed  in  the  Company’s  service.  The  timber  used  is  chiefly 
teak,  the  most  valuable  of  the  oriental  forest  woods  and  more  durable 
than  the  oak.  The  master-builders  and  shipwrights  of  the  Parsi  tribe 
are  very  skilful  and  exact  imitators  of  the  best  models  from  Europe.^ 


’ Grose’s  Voyage,  II.  21.3  - 214. 

^ Regarding  the  trade  of  Bombay  (1766  - 1770)  Forbes  (Or.  Mem  I 153  - 154)  adds  : 
Bombay  was  then  one  of  the  first  marts  in  India  and  employed  a great  number  of 
vessels  in  its  extensive  commerce.  Basra,  Maskat,  Ormuz,  and  other  ports  in  the 
Persian  gulf  furnished  its  merchants  with  pearls,  raw  silk,  Carmania  wool,  dates, 
dried  fruits,  rosewater,  attar  of  roses,  and  several  other  productions.  Arabia  sup- 
plied them  with  coffee,  gold,  drugs,  and  honey.  A number  of  ships  annually  freight- 
ed with  cotton  and  bullion  to  China  returned  laden  with  tea,  sugar,  porcelain, 
wrought  silks,  nankeens,  and  a variety  of  useful  and  ornamental  articles.  From  Java, 
M alacca,  Sumatra,  and  the  eastern  islands  they  brought  spices,  ambergris,  perfumes, 
arrack,  and  sugar.  The  cargoes  from  Madagascar,  the  Comorro  Isles,  Mozambique, 
and  other  ports  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Africa  consisted  chiefly  of  ivory  slaves  and 
drugs  ; while  the  different  parts  of  India  produced  cotton,  silk,  muslin,  pearls,  dia- 
monds and  every  precious  gem,  together  with  ivory,  sandalwood,  pepper,  cassia, 
cinnamon,  and  other  luxuries.  This  valuable  commerce  was  carried  on  by  vessels 
belonging  to  the  European  and  native  merchants  settled  at  Bombay  totally  inde- 
pendent and  unconnected  with  the  trade  of  the  East  India  Company.  The  exports 
consisted  of  English  woollen  cloths  of  every  description,  with  copper  iron  lead 
and  other  European  staples  purchased  at  the  Company’s  sales  by  the  native 
merchants  both  at  Bombay  and  from  the  continent.  A great  deal  of  cotton  imported 
in  boats  from  f^urat,  Broach,  Ahmedabad,  and  Jambusar,  was  shipped  in  large 
vessels  at  Bombay  for  Madras,  Bengal,  and  China,  The  rortugucse  from  Goa 
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About  1775  the  traveller  Parsons  left  these  notes  regarding  Bombay 
ships  : Near  the  dock  is  a convenient  place  to  grave  several  ships  at  once 
which  is  done  as  well  and  with  as  great  expedition  as  in  any  dock  in 
England.  Ships  built  at  Bombay  are  not  only  as  strong,  but  as  handsome, 
and  as  well  furnished  as  ships  built  in  any  part  of  Europe.  The  timber 
and  plank  of  which  they  are  built  so  far  exceeds  any  in  Europe  for 
durability  that  it  is  usual  for  ships  to  last  fifty  or  sixty  years.  As  a 
proof  of  this  I am  informed  that  the  ship  called  the  Bombay  grab,  of 
*24  guns  (the  second  in  size  belonging  to  the  Company’s  marine),  has  been 
built  more  than  sixty  years  and  is  now  a good  and  strong  ship.  This 
timber  and  plank  are  peculiar  to  India  only.  The  best  on  this  side  of 
India  grows  to  the  north  of  Bombay.  What  grows  to  the  south,  on  the 
coast  of  Malabar,  is  however  very  good  and  great  quantities  of  it  are 
brought  to  Bombay.  It  is  called  tiek  and  will  last  in  a hot  climate  longer 
than  any  wood  whatever.  The  Company’s  marine  on  the  Bombay  estab- 
lishment are  more  than  twenty  in  number ; the  largest  of  which  is  the 
llevenge  mounting  28  guns,  20  of  which  are  12'pounders.  The  second  is 
the  Bombay  grab.  The  remainder  are  from  16  to  8 guns,  and  as  there  are 
several  little  piratical  states  both  on  the  north  as  well  as  on  the  south 
coast  of  Bombay,  the  coasting  trade  could  not  be  carried  on  in  safety 
without  being  convoyed  by  such  vessels  belonging  to  the  Company,  It 
is  usual  to  see  60  or  80  coasting  vessels  sail  between  Surat  and  Bombay 
convoyed  by  one  or  two  of  these  vessels^ 

As  regards  the  time  of  year  when  ships  put  to  sea  Parsons  notices  : 
Ships  belonging  to  the  natives  of  this  part  of  India  (from  the  Gulf  of 
Cambay  to  Cape  Comorin)  do  not  venture  to  sea  in  the  south-west 
monsoon.  They  have  a method  or  rule,  which  the  Hindus  pretend  is 
known  only  to  their  Brdhmans,  to  discover  when  the  monsoon  is  over. 
When  that  period  arrives,  the  chief  of  the  Brahmans  attended  with 
others  of  his  tribe  and  multitudes  of  other  people  go  in  religious  pomp 
from  the  pagoda  to  the  sea  shore,  where,  after  the  performance  of  a 
religious  ceremony,  he  throws  into  the  sea  with  all  his  force  a gilded 
cocoanut.  Great  rejoicings  are  then  made  and  they  have  liberty  to  go  to 
sea  with  their  ships  and  every  other  kind  of  vessid.  This  they  never 
will  venture  to  do  until  the  cocoanut  is  thrown  which  happens  either 
the  latter  end  of  October  or  at  least  before  the  10th  of  November  in  every 
year.  This  ceremony  is  not  peculiar  to  Bombay  ; it  is  used  at  every 
town  and  port  along  the  sea  coast.^ 

In  1786-87  Fra ncklin  says : They  build  all  sorts  of  vessels.  The 
workers  are  very  ingenious  and  dexterous  not  yielding  to  our  best  ship- 
wrights in  England.^ 

In  1788  Bennell  (Memoir  on  Map  of  India,  180-181)  speaks  of  the 
unpardonable  negligence  of  delaying  to  build  teak  ships  of  war  for  the 
Indian  seas.  Ships  of  war  under  third  rates  constructed  in  India  with 
moderate  repairs  last  for  ages.  A ship  of  European  construction  can 
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Daman  and  Europe  carried  on  a trifling  trade  with  Bombay.  But  the  French  Dutch 
and  Danish  ships  seldom  touched  there.  The  American  intercourse  with  India  was 
then  in  its  infancy, 

* Parsons’  Travels  in  Asia  and  America  (1808),  214  - 215. 

* Parsons’  Travels  in  Asia  and  America  (1808),  2,  3.  Compare  Grose  (Voyage,  I.  34), 

1750  : The  black  merchants  have  a superstition  not  to  send  their  vessels  to  sea  until 
after  a festival  on  the  breaking  up  of  the  rains  when  they  throw  into  the  sea  a 
consecrated,  gilt,  and  ornamented  cocoanut.  ^ Pinkerton’s  Voyages,  IX.  236. 
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remain  there  bat  a few  years.  The  ships  built  at  Bombay  are  the  best 
both  in  point  of  workmanship  and  materials  of  any  that  are  constructed 
in  India.  Although  fourth  rates  only  are  mentioned  there  is  no  doubt 
but  third  rates  may  be  constructed. 

The  following  statement,  prepared  from  details  collected  by  Captain 
W.  Barker,  Indian  Navy,  late  Superintendent  of  Marine,  Bombay,  shows 
that  267  ships  vessels  and  boats  varying  from  23  to  2228  tons  were  built 
in  Bombay  between  the  opening  of  the  Dockyard  in  1735-86  and  the 
year  1857.  Of  the  267  there  were  thirty  of  more  than  lOt'O  and  of  these 
four  of  more  than  2000  tons.  The  first  steamer  built  in  Bombay  was  in 
1822,  the  Hugh  Lindsay  of  411  tons,  and  the  first  boat  made  of  iron  was 
the  steam  vessel  Llauet  in  1840.  The  detads  are  : 


Bom  hay  Shi2^i<,  1 736  - 1 7 89. 


No. 

Year. 

Name, 

Class. 

Tons. 

Guns, 

Mate- 

rial. 

Remarks. 

1 

1736... 

• • • 

Drake 

Schooner 

• • • 

2 

> • • 

Success 

Grab  ... 

• •• 

3 

17h7... 

... 

Prince  Augustus 

. 

Ship  ... 

• . . 

4 

17.38... 

• • • 

Resource  ••• 

Grab 

• • • 

5 

1739... 

Bombay 

• • • 

Do. 

• •• 

... 

(i 

1740... 

• • • 

Success 

• t * 

Galley 

7 

1741... 

• • • 

Defence 

Ketch 

... 

8 

1747... 

Shaw  Pedro 

• •• 

Grab  ... 

• • • 

9 

1749  .. 

Nesbit 

• •• 

Ship  ... 

• * • 

]0 

1750... 

• . . 

Bombay 

Frigate 

• • • 

11 

•>9 

r** 

Mary 

Ship ... 

• • • 

• •• 

12 

1751... 

• • • 

Indian  Queen 

• ♦« 

Do. 

« • • 

... 

13 

1753  .. 

Penny 

• » . 

Do. 

• « • 

14 

1754... 

• • • 

Revenge 

• • • 

Do. 

16 

15 

• •• 

Ingle 

Snow... 

*•» 

IG 

Euphrates  ... 

Do. 

• •• 

17 

• •• 

Success  •>. 

• • • 

Galley 

• » • 

18 

1764... 

• • • 

Restoration 

Ship  ... 

• • • 

19 

• . 

Wallace 

• • • 

Do, 

• • • 

• r« 

20 

17^7... 

• • . 

Governor  ... 

• •• 

Yacht 

... 

21 

1768... 

• • • 

Princess  Augusta 

• •• 

Grab  ... 

... 

12 

22 

Princess  Royal 

Do, 

12 

23 

5* 

• • • 

Hunter 

Sliip  ... 

... 

24 

1769... 

• *• 

Griffith 

• • • 

Do. 

• « « 

• . • 

25 

• • • 

Alexander  ... 

• • ■ 

Ship  ... 

• • • 

26 

1770... 

Skv 

... 

Cutter 

27 

• •• 

Swallow 

• •• 

Ketch 

... 

28 

• • . 

Phamix 

Do. 

... 

29 

• • • 

Svren 

. • • 

Do. 

• » * 

• . . 

30 

Wolfe 

• •• 

Do. 

31 

1772... 

• • . 

Britan i\ia  ... 

«•# 

Ship  ... 

32 

Louisa 

Do. 

33 

1774... 

Roa  al  Charlotte 

Do. 

34 

• . . 

Nancy 

... 

Do. 

»«* 

• •• 

3o 

1775... 

• •• 

Byramgore... 

Do. 

... 

36 

• • • 

Belsly 

Snow 

... 

37 

1776... 

• •• 

Industry  ... 

. • » 

Schooner 

iio 

38 

• • • 

Nerbudda  ... 

... 

Do. 

* > t 

39 

1777... 

»•  • 

Swallow 

... 

Packet 

200 

40 

Brazil 

Snow 

• « . 

41 

1778... 

• • • 

Amphitritc... 

. • • 

Do. 

« •• 

42 

Bencoolen  ... 

Do. 

... 

43 

Panther 

• •• 

Schooner 

• •• 

181 

14 

44 

• •• 

Britannia  ... 

. . . 

Ship 

7i7 

45 

• *« 

Sea  Horse  ... 

Pi  lot  Vessel... 

188 

46 

. . 

Mermaid  ... 

• • • 

Do. 

... 

• •• 

47 

1780... 

Hermanis  ... 

• . • 

Ship  ... 

• « . 

48 

... 

Defence 

Luggage  Boat 

189 

49 

55 

Intrepid  ... 

• •• 

Schooner 

• • > 

• •• 

ie 

50 

54 

• • • 

Hornby 

• •• 

Ship  ... 

. • > 

• .. 

51 

1786... 

• • • 

Milford 

Do. 

... 

655 

52 

1787... 

Cornwallis  ... 

• . • 

Snow 

• •• 

• •• 

53 

... 

Johanna 

••• 

Do. 

• *. 

• •* 

54 

55 

Jay  ... 

... 

Do. 

«•« 

70 

55 

• •• 

Shaw  Ardesheer 

Ship ... 

• .. 

868 

oB 

1788... 

Cvrene 

... 

Do. 

• • • 

... 

57 

1789... 

• •• 

Tazhux 

• •• 

Do. 

... 

Lost  in  tlie  French  Mar. 

58 

A < . 

Shaw  Mancher 

Do. 

• •• 

Lost  in  the  China  Sea. 

59 

5 5 

... 

King  George 

« • 

Do. 

... 

... 

Burnt  in  the  China  Sea. 
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No. 

Year. 

Name. 

Class. 

Tons. 

Guns. 

Mate 

rial. 

Remarks. 

60 

1789... 

Bomanean  ... 

Ship 

• •• 

• •• 

Lost  in  the  Calcutta  River. 

61 

Hannah 

1^0 » 

• •• 

• •• 

Lost  in  the  China  Sea. 

62 

1790... 

Lowjee  Family 

« • . 

Do. 

926 

... 

Lost  in  the  French  War, 

63 

1792... 

Sanih 

• • . 

935 

• . • 

64 

if 

Born 

Do. 

.« 

• •• 

Sold  in  1808. 

65 

1793... 

strombolo  ... 

... 

Ketch 

68 

12 

66 

1 f 

Bombay 

• • • 

Frigate 

63.9 

42 

• • • 

Afterwards  H.  M.  Ship 
Ce3don. 

67 

Antelope  ... 

Brig 

199 

12 

• k • 

6S 

• •• 

Flv  

Do. 

176 

69 

Upton  Castle 

Dck 

675 

• •• 

*«• 

Burnt  at  Saugor,  16th  Feb. 

1817 . 

70 

1794... 

... 

Hooghly 

Pilot  Vessel... 

1.50 

t •• 

• •• 

71 

Abereromby 

• •• 

Do. 

147 

• • • 

... 

72 

1795... 

Albert 

Brig 

85 

12 

Lost  in  the  year  1(98. 

73 

1797  .. 

Asia 

Ship 

736 

• »• 

Sold, 

74 

1798  — 

Comet 

• • « 

Brig 

115 

16 

75 

Phillip  Dundas 

t « « 

Pilot  Vessel... 

187 

76 

Scalebv  Castle 

... 

Ship 

1216 

• •• 

Condemned  in  Rangoon 

77 

1799... 

• •• 

Teig'nmouth 

• 4 • 

Do. 

251 

18 

... 

War. 

78 

Lord  Morninorton... 

Do. 

4.38 

24 

• •• 

Sold  at  Public  Auction. 

79 

Kaikusroo  ... 

Do. 

1045 

• « 

. «• 

Sold  into  H.M.  Service 

and  called  the  Camel, 1804. 

80 

Seringapatam 

... 

Do. 

336 

• •• 

Sold  into  H.  M.  Service 

81 

1800... 

... 

Cornwallis  ... 

••• 

Do. 

1363 

... 

in  1801  and  called  Ackbar, 

82 

William  . . 

• * 4 

Do, 

393 

... 

83 

1801... 

Yacht  for  Govern- 

Yacht 

82 

... 

ment. 

84 

Ternate 

Brig 

2.56 

16 

Sold  at  Public  Auction. 

85 

Supply 

Water  Boat... 

67 

• •• 

• •• 

Sold  in  England. 

86 

David  Scott 

749 

... 

• •• 

87 

1802... 

Tazbux 

737 

• •• 

88 

1803... 

Pack-horse ... 

4.4 

LusgageBoat 

161 

• •• 

89 

Alexander  ... 

Ship 

746 

• • • 

» . • 

90 

Charlotte  ... 

OO,  ctb 

672 

... 

• •• 

91 

James  Sibbald 

Do. 

646 

• •• 

• . • 

Sold  in  England  and 

called  Doris, 

92 

Cambrian  ... 

Do. 

705 

• • • 

• •• 

Sold  to  an  Arab. 

93 

Estoinbole  ... 

Do. 

441 

• •• 

94 

1804... 

Adi.  Rainier 

Luggage  Boat 

102 

... 

Sold  at  Public  Auction. 

95 

1805... 

Prince  of  Wales 

Ship 

148 

14 

• » • 

96 

Pitt 

Frigate 

872 

36 

97 

1806... 

Mercury 

• ** 

Ship 

185 

14 

Condemned  in  Rangoon 

ar. 

93 

Nautilus 

• • • 

Brig  ... 

185 

14 

99 

• •• 

Svlph 

• 4 

Schooner  ... 

78 

230 

6 

... 

100 

1807... 

Benares 

Ship 

16 

... 

101 

Salsette 

Frigate 

885 

36 

... 

102 

103 

1808... 

... 

Bombay  

Thomas  Grenville  . 

Ship 

Do#  ,,, 

1126 

889 

• • • 

• •• 

... 

Indiaman,  now  (1824)  in 

Free  Trade. 

104 

1809... 

Charles  Grant 

Do. 

1246 

Indiaman,  China  Ship. 

105 

Aurora 

Do. 

217 

16 

... 

Condemned  in  Rangoon 
War. 

106 

>> 

... 

Vestal 

... 

Brig 

159 

14 

... 

107 

Ariel 

Do. 

160 

... 

Sold  at  Public  Auction  to 
an  Arab, 

108 

1810... 

... 

Psyche  ••• 

... 

Do. 

180 

12 

109 

Thetis 

Do. 

185 

12 

• •• 

Condemned  from  Service. 

110 

Minden 

# 4 • 

Sliip 

1631 

74 

... 

111 

• •• 

Balcarras  ... 

• 4 

Do. 

1406 

... 

... 

112 

1811... 

Minerva 

• • . 

Do. 

985 

• •• 

... 

113 

Abercrombie 

Do. 

1283 

Sold  in  England. 

114 

• • « 

Hannah 

Do. 

457 

• • • 

... 

115 

116 

1812... 

Ann 

Herefordshiie 

• •• 

788 

1279 

• •• 

Built  for  H.  C.  Service. 

117 

1813... 

Buff  aloe 

• * . 

Luggage  Boat 

59 

. 4 • 

• •• 

118 

Nerbudda  ... 

• •• 

Prow 

• « * 

... 

119 

120 

>> 

• • • 

Tapty 

Ernad 

Do. 

Timber  Ship  . 

"6.59 

••• 

• •• 

Sold  at  Public  Auction. 

121 

Cornwallis  ... 

... 

Pilot  Vessel... 

1767 

74 

... 

122 

Eliza  ... 

• •• 

189 

123 

Cecilia 

• •• 

Do. 

191 

• •« 

124 

1814 

Thames 

• 4 . 

Luggage  Boat. 

102 

• »« 

... 

125 

• • • 

Victor 

• •• 

bloOp**#  ••• 

384 

18 

» • • 

126 

Caroline 

• • 4 

Ship  ... 

575 

127 

ft 

... 

Flora 

... 

Pilot  Vessel... 

186 
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Bombay  Shlpf^,  181^  - 183G. 


No. 

Year. 

Name. 

Class. 

Tons. 

Guns. 

Mate- 

rial. 

Remarks, 

128 

1814... 

Guide 

• • « 

Pilot  Vessel... 

189 

• •• 

129 

Sophia 

♦ • • 

Do. 

189 

• • • 

• •• 

Converted  into  Harbour 

130 

isio... 

Torch 

• » » 

Light  Vessel. 

174 

• •• 

• • • 

Master’s  Depot  at  Cal- 
cutta. 

131 

If 

• •• 

Wellesley  ... 

Siiip  ... 

1745 

74 

132 

... 

Zebra 

• . . 

Sloop 

385 

IS 

• •• 

133 

• • « 

Brigantine ... 

. • . 

X3o»  ••• 

339 

10 

... 

131 

• • • 

Sphynx 

Do. 

239 

12 

135 

1816... 

Supply 

Water  Boat... 

• •• 

• •• 

Sold  in  1838  and  called 

136 

• •• 

Planet 

Light  Vessel. 

174 

• •• 

• * 

the  Bright  Planet. 

137 

* « * 

Camel 

... 

Sloop 

229 

10 

138 

* » • 

Ainphitrite 

... 

Frigate 

1064 

38 

139 

• •• 

Buckinghamshire... 

Ship 

1349 

• •• 

... 

Sold  at  Calcutta  in  1838 

140 

1817... 

Henry  Meriton 

Pilot  Vessel... 

190 

• • • 

• •• 

and  called  William. 

141 

Melville 

«<• 

Ship 

1767 

74 

• •• 

142 

Trincomalie 

Frigate 

1065 

38 

... 

143 

1818... 

Malabar 

• . • 

Ship... 

1065 

74 

144 

Seringapatam 

• • • 

Frigate 

1152 

88 

... 

145 

1819... 

Jane 

... 

Pilot  Vessel... 

170 

• •• 

146 

Shaw  Allum 

• • • 

Frigate 

1111 

• •• 

• . • 

147 

1820... 

Vigilant 

• • . 

Armed  Boat. 

72 

• • • 

... 

148 

1821... 

• •• 

Hastings  ... 

• . . 

Ship  of  War. 

666 

24 

149 

... 

Bombay 

• •• 

Gun  Boat  ... 

• * . 

« •• 

150 

1821... 

• • • 

Ganges 

• »» 

Ship 

2289 

74 

.«• 

161 

1822... 

Palinurus  ... 

• « • 

Sloop  of  War. 

192 

••• 

152 

• •• 

Madagascar 

• • ■ 

Frigate 

1164 

46 

153 

Nausary 

• , . 

Brig  ... 

163 

... 

... 

154 

1824... 

Elphinstone 

• •• 

Sloop  of  War. 

387 

18 

... 

155 

• •• 

Asia  **•  ••• 

• •• 

Ship 

2289 

86 

... 

156 

Caledonia  ... 

Do. 

742 

• . • 

Lost  in  the  China  Sea, 
1838. 

157 

Clairmont  ... 

• • • 

Do. 

328 

• « • 

... 

158 

1825... 

Amherst 

Sloop  of  War, 

18 

... 

159 

Seahorse  ... 

• ». 

Pilot  Vessel 

188? 

**« 

... 

160 

Mermaid 

• • • 

Do. 

188 

« » 

• •• 

161 

1826... 

Clive 

Sloop  of  War 
Ship 

420 

18 

.** 

Presented  by  the  Imam 
to  King  William  IV. 

162 

Liverpool  ... 

• • • 

74. 

... 

163 

Mount  Stewart 

Do. 

611 

Elphinstone. 

420 

18 

164 

1827... 

• •• 

Coote 

• »• 

... 

166 

1828... 

Panna 

• •• 

Patainar 

43 

• •• 

• •• 

166 

... 

Bhima 

• •• 

Do. 

55 

• •• 

... 

167 

Euphrates  ... 

Brig  of  War. 

256 

10 

• •• 

168 

Bombay 

• •• 

Ship 

2285 

84 

... 

Lost  in  China  Sea, 

169 

• * . 

Horrnusji  Bomonji 

••• 

7 ■='7 

• • • 

... 

170 

Sir  Charles 

Mai. 

866 

... 

colm. 

171 

172 

1829... 

* 

Tigress 

Hugh  Lindsay 

• * • 

Brig  of  War. 
Steamer 

258 

411 

10 

*»• 

... 

.** 

The  first  Steamer  built  at 
Bombay. 

173 

• •• 

Royal  Tiger 

• « • 

Schooner  ... 

120 

4 

... 

174 

Andromeda 

• • • 

Frigate 

1166 

46 

• . • 

175 

18k... 

... 

Calcutta  ... 

• • • 

Ship 

2298 

84 

176 

1832... 

« • * 

Shannon  ... 

• •• 

Schooner  ... 

87 

4 

... 

177 

Earl  of  Clare 

• • • 

Ship 

904 

178 

1833... 

• • • 

Ruparel 

• • 

Water  Boat... 

... 

179 

• • • 

Do. 

• •• 

Warp  Boat  ... 

• •• 

... 

... 

180 

181 

182 

»» 

• • - 

* « • 

• •• 

Sultana  ...  ... 

Jan)  set ji  Jeejibhoy. 
Two  Sisters 

Ship 

Brig 

312 

555 

277 

... 

Lost  at  Quilon  in  1836-37, 
For  a Baravia  Merchant. 

183 

1834... 

• * • 

Taje 

Schooner  ... 

206 

... 

... 

184 

1835... 

• •• 

Nerbudda  ... 

• •• 

Cutter 

49 

2 

... 

185 

Margaret  ... 

Do. 

61 

2 

... 

186 

Maldava 

• •• 

l)o* 

23 

... 

187 

188 

99 

• • • 

Caldavo 
Mo(tney  ... 

Do. 

27 

• •• 

« *• 

• •• 

For  river  Indus. 

189 

Taptee 

#'•* 

Pilot  Vessel. 

179 

• •• 

... 

190 

191 

9 9 

• • • 

Nausary 

Lady  Grant 

J' 

• • • 

Brig 

DO. 

1 1 9 
239 

... 

. •« 

For  the  Opium  Trade, 

192 

• . > 

Sir  Herbert  Comp- 

Ship 

346 

• •• 

... 

ton. 

62 

193 

Bombay 

• •• 

Schooner  ... 

... 

»«« 

194 

1836... 

• • • 

Ardaseer  ••• 

• • ■ 

Clipper 

422 

« •« 

... 

196 

99 

• •• 

J ohn  Fleming 

614 

• •• 

... 

_ 
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No. 

Year. 

Name. 

Class. 

Tons. 

Guns. 

Mate- 

rials. 

Remarks, 

p 

196 

1836 

Megna 

Pilot  Vessel... 

201 

• «« 

197 

Saugor 

Do, 

200 

• • « 

198 

Krishna  

Do. 

200 

• •« 

• .* 

199 

1837 

Rajasthan 

600 

200 

1838 

Cavery  

Pilot  Vessel... 

200 

... 

201 

Colleroon 

Do. 

200 

• * • 

... 

202 

1839... 

Mary  Gordon 

»».• 

350 

203 

1840  Jan.  ... 

Victoria  

Steam  Vessel. 

714 

• • « 

■Wood. 

204 

,,  Feb..,. 

Planet  

Do. 

335 

Iron. 

205 

,,  May  ... 

Satelite  

Do. 

335 

• • • 

.«  * 

206 

,,  Sept.... 

Medusa 

Indus  Steamer 

432 

• •• 

... 

207 

,,  Dec. ... 

Ariadne 

Do. 

432 

• •« 

208 

1841  Jan.  ... 

Auckland  

Steam  Vessel. 

946 

• • • 

Wood. 

209 

1842  Feb.  ... 

Semirami  s .. 

Do, 

1031 

*•« 

... 

'210 

Coal  Boat  No.  1 ... 

• • • 

211 

Do.  2 ... 

»«• 

:212 

Do.  3 ... 

• • • 

... 

213 

Do.  4 ... 

• •• 

• •• 

214 

,,  M.a,rch. 

Colabah  

Light  Vessel. 

158 

• 

215 

,,  Dec.  ... 

Coal  Boat  No.  1 for 

61 

• •• 

... 

P.  & 0.  Co. 

216 

1843  March  . 

Do.  No.  2 ... 

61 

217 

218 
219 

„ Aug-.... 
,,  Sept,... 

,,  Do.  ... 

Mud  Boat 

Flat  Do.  No.  2 ... 
Coal  Do.  No.  5 ... 

...... 

200 

"oi 

... 

Iron, 

Wood. 

220 

1844  March  . 

Do.  Do.  No.  6 ... 

61 

221 

,,  April 

Bridge  boats  for 

• •• 

• • • 

to  Dec. 

Scinde. 

Iron. 

222 

„ Sept...'. 

Napier 

Indus  Steamer 

445 

• •c 

223 

,,  Nov 

Conqueror 

Do. 

259 

224 

,,  Dec 

Meanee  

Do. 

208 

• «• 

225 

1845  Jan.  ... 

Sutledge  

•*«  4*« 

• •• 

• •• 

226 

„ Oct.  ... 

Beeas  

• • • 

227 

Do.  ... 

Piavee  

• *• 

Wood. 

228 

,,  Nov.... 

Gapler  

Buoy  Vessel, 

• « • 

• • • 

229 

1846  Mar,  ... 

Coal  Boat  No.  1 ... 

• •• 

... 

230 

„ Oct.  ... 

■Water  Do.  No.  I... 

• •• 

... 

231 

„ Nov 

Coal  Do.  No.  2... 

• . ■ 

% •• 

■232 

1847  Jan,  ... 

Steamer  to  receive 

500 

• • t 

... 

Hugh  Lindsay’s 
eng-ine. 

233 

,,  Dec^  ... 

Coal  Boat  No.  3 ... 

• •• 

• * • 

Iron. 

234 

1848  May  ... 

Ferooz  

Steam  Vessel. 

1440 

• •• 

235 

,,  Sept..,. 

Pilot  Boat  No.  6 ... 

• •• 

Wood. 

236 

1849  Mar.  ... 

Coal  Do.  No,  4 ... 

• •• 

• •• 

... 

237 

,,  Oct.  ... 

Berenice  

646 

• •• 

.238 

,,  Dec. ... 

Pilot  Boat 

t • • 

• » 

239 

1850  Feb.  ... 

Nerbudda 

Schooner  ... 

• •• 

• •# 

240 

„<  April  . 

Ferry  Boats 

• •• 

• •• 

... 

241 

242 

,,  Dec.... 
1851  Jan,  ... 

Coal  Boat  No.  5 ... 
Indus  

Indus  Steamer. 

”622 

• •• 

Iron. 

243 

,,  Feb.  . 

Jheluin  

Do. 

499 

... 

244 

,,  April... 

Falkland  

Do, 

1159 

• •• 

... 

245 

7,  May  ... 

Zenobia  

Steam  Vessel. 

1001 

Wood, 

246 

,,  June... 

Chenab  

Indus  Steamer. 

499 

• •• 

Iron, 

247 

1852  Jan.  ... 

Coal  Boat  No.  7 ... 

Wood. 

248 

„ Feb, ... 

Customs  Pilot  Do. 

• • • 

... 

No.  4. 

249 

,,  April... 

Schooner  ... 

• •• 

. . « 

250 

„ May  ... 

Lady  Falkland 

Steam  Vessel. 

155 

• • • 

... 

251 

,,  Oct.  ... 

Pilot  Boat  No.  1 .. 

• •• 

• • t 

252 

,,  Dec. .. 

Flat  Do 

Cursetji 

205 

• •• 

• •• 

253 

1853  Nov.  .. 

Falkland  

Sloop 

494 

• •• 

254 

,,  Do.  ... 

Light  Vessel 

49 

• •• 

... 

255 

,,  Dec.  .. 

Augustus  

Schooner  ... 

114 

• •• 

* . • 

256 

1854  Jan,  .. 

Flat  Ethursey 

274 

. *• 

257 

Pilot  Boat 

• •• 

**« 

• • 

258 

,,  Mar,  .. 

• jAssB^yG  •••  ••• 

Steam  Vessel 

1800 

Wood 

1 

259 

„ Nov... 

Puujaub  

Do. 

1800 

... 

... 

260 

1855  June  .. 

Georgiana 

PilotSchooner 

90 

*«• 

... 

261 

,,  Oct.  .. 

Emily 

. 90 

. • • 

262 

„ Nov. .. 

Goolanar  

215 

... 

• . * 

263 

Governor’s  Barge ... 

61 

»•« 

... 

264 

Admiral’s  Barge  ,. 

26 

* • * 

265 

1856  May  .. 

Charlotte  

Pilot  Schoone 

r 167 

• •• 

,266 

1857  Jan.  .. 

Pilot  Schooner  No.4 

• 

• •• 

267 

Cargo  Boat... 

. •♦•••• 

• «.• 
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The  following  statement  compiled  in  1824  by  Mr,  Charles  Keys, 
Master  Attendant,  Bombay,  shows  the  number  of  arrivals  and  departures 
of  ships  and  vessels  for  a period  of  eighteen  years  from  1st  January  1800 
to  31st  December  1823  : 


Bombay  Shipping^  1806-1823. 


Year. 

His  Majesty’s 
Ships  and 
Vessels. 

British  Merchant 
Ships  and 
Vessels. 

Foreign  Ships 
and  Vessels 
of  War. 

Foreign  Trading 
Ships  and 
Vessels. 

Grrand  Total. 

« 

O 

> 

< 

Departed. 

Total. 

Arrived. 

Departed. 

Total. 

Arrived. 

Departed. 

Total. 

Arrived. 

Departed. 

Total. 

Arrived. 

Departed. 

Total. 

1806... 

30 

34 

64 

Hi 

121 

232 

5 

2 

7 

35 

28 

63 

181 

185 

366 

1807... 

23 

23 

46 

116 

117 

233 

3 

3 

6 

31 

31 

62 

173 

174 

347 

1808... 

36 

36 

72 

113 

111 

224 

2 

2 

4 

17 

9 

26 

168 

158 

326 

1809... 

21 

21 

42 

123 

120 

243 

4 

3 

7 

10 

16 

26 

158 

160 

318 

1810... 

10 

11 

21 

105 

99 

204 

2 

2 

4 

15 

10 

25 

132 

122 

2.54 

1811... 

22 

17 

39 

99 

102 

201 

1 

1 

2 

36 

22 

58 

158 

142 

300 

1812... 

10 

13 

23 

124 

116 

240 

• • • 

20 

24 

44 

154 

153 

307 

1813... 

10 

12 

22 

111 

115 

226 

• •• 

• •• 

14 

13 

27 

135 

140 

275 

1814... 

9 

8 

17 

105 

101 

206 

1 

• »« 

1 

5 

4 

9 

120 

113 

233 

1815... 

9 

11 

20 

91 

92 

183 

1 

2 

3 

11 

9 

20 

112 

114 

226 

1816... 

9 

14 

23 

98 

93 

191 

2 

• •• 

2 

11 

8 

19 

120 

115 

235 

1817... 

8 

10 

18 

115 

119 

234 

1 

4 

5 

23 

18 

41 

147 

151 

298 

1818... 

9 

10 

19 

148 

138 

286 

1 

1 

2 

40 

41 

81 

198 

190 

888 

1819... 

11 

9 

20 

134 

117 

251 

• •• 

2 

2 

25 

23 

48 

170 

151 

321 

1820... 

7 

10 

17 

187 

183 

370 

1 

2 

3 

22 

20 

42 

217 

215 

432 

1821... 

5 

5 

10 

170 

166 

336 

3 

3 

6 

14 

11 

25 

192 

185 

377 

1822... 

10 

7 

17 

122 

123 

245 

4 

4 

8 

22 

23 

45 

158 

157 

315 

1823... 

4 

7 

11 

113 

106 

219 

2 

2 

4 

22 

23 

45 

141 

138 

279 

Total. 

243 

258 

501 

2185 

2139 

4324 

33 

3 3 

66 

373 

333 

706 

2834 

2763 

5597 

Besides  the  light-house  on  Colaba  Point  and  certain  of  the  Colaba 
tombs  which  were  used  as  land  marks  for  ships  entering  and  leaving  the 
harbour,  a house  on  Mdzgaon  hill  known  as  the  Mark  House  was  in  the 
early  eighteenth  century  kept  whitewashed  to  serve  as  a mark  for  vessels 
sailing  up  and  down  the  harbour.  To  this  old  Mazgaon  Mark  House  a 
Bombay  letter  to  the  Court,  dated  the  7th  November  1758,  has  the  follow- 
ing reference  : The  old  Mark  House  on  Mazgaon  hill  was  plundered 
of  all  the  timber  and  plank  by  the  late  sup]30sed  proprietors  who 
damaged  great  part  of  the  walls  to  get  at  the  timber,  and  thereby 
brought  the  house  to  a very  ruinous  condition.  This  ruined  house  Mr. 
Thomas  Byfeld  proposed  in  a Consultation,  the  23rd  of  May  1758, 
to  fit  up  at  his  own  expense  for  an  habitation  to  live  in  provided  we 
would  permit  him  to  alter  the  building  in  such  manner  as  he  might  think 
proper  and  grant  him  a lease  of  it  and  the  hill  on  which  it  stands  for  93 
years.  To  this  we  agreed  on  his  engaging  to  whitewash  the  front  of  the 
house  annually  as  usual  to  continue  a mark  to  the  shipping  coming  in  or 
going  out  of  this  harbour.  We  therefore  issued  an  order  to  the  verea- 
dores  and  mJiatdrds  to  survey  the  hill  and  report  what  yearly  rent  Mr. 
Byfeld  ought  to  pay  for  it  and  in  agreement  with  their  report  we  charged 
Mr.  Byfeld  Bs.  23  a year.^  In  1761  (April  4th)  Government  further 
intimate  : The  renter  of  the  Mark  House  at  Mazgaon  has  been  acquainted 
that  it  shall  always  be  in  our  power  to  destroy  it  conformable  to  your 
Honours’  commands. ^ 


1 

287. 


Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  5 of  1758,  180-181.  Pub.  Diary  31  of  1768, 
2 Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  8 of  1761,  63, 
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In  addition  to  tlie  Colaba  light-bouse  which  also  served  as  a signal 
house,  in  1766  a signal  honse  was  established  on  Malabdr  Point.  In 
their  letter  of  25th  November  1766,  paragraph  65,  Government  write  to 
. the  Court  : It  being  represented  to  ns  that  a signal  honse  erected  at 
the  point  of  Malabdr  Hill,  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  regu- 
lations as  that  at  Old  Woman’s  island,  would  be  of  great  utilitj,  parti- 
cularly in  time  of  war,  we  have  ordered  one  to  be  erected  there.  The 
expense  will  not  exceed  Rs.  2095-2-50.-^ 

With  a view  to  improve  the  light  of  the  Colaba  light-house,  on  the  30th 
June  1797,  the  Court  of  Directors  write:  Being  of  opinion  that  some 
improvement  might  be  made  in  the  light-house  at  Bombay  we  obtained 
permission  for  Captain  Tasker,  our  late  master  attendant  at  yonr 
Presidency,  to  inspect  the  plans  of  the  lights  exhibited  on  the  light-houses 
in  this  country.  Captain  Tasker  having  stated  to  us  that  upon  inspection 
of  the  reflectors  used  at  various  light-houses  on  the  coast  of  this  kingdom 
under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  Trinity  Board,  . in  order  to  form  an 
opinion  of  their  use  and  application  for  the  light-honse  at  Bombay,  he 
does  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  them  far  the  best  in  principle  he  ever 
saw  and  extremely  well  calculated  for  the  Bombay  light-house.  We  have 
therefore  ordered  a frame  with  a complete  set  of  reflectors  and  lamps  to 
be  shipped  on  the  Belvedere,  At  the  suggestion  of  Captain  Tasker  we 
now  desire  that  the  lanterns  at  present  in  the  light-house  be  so  altered 
i that  the  reflectors  occupy  the  space  from  north-north- west  by  west  and 
south  to  east-south-east  or  twenty  points,  and  that  the  space  from  east- 
south-east  to  north-north- west  occupying  these  points  be  glazed.  We 
r send  numbers  in  the  packet  of  instructions  for  fixing  the  iron  work  for 
the  lamps  and  reflectors,  also  instructions  for  trimming  the  lamps,  and  a 
few  copies  of  the  rules  ordered  to  be  observed  at  the  light-houses  under 
■ the  management  of  the  corporation  of  the  Trinity  House.  We  likewise 
' send  in  the  same  packet  instructions  framed  under  our  orders  which  we 
desire  may  be  particularly  attended  to.  The  reflectors  being  very  apt 
to  become  dim  from  the  smoke  of  the  lamps  we  direct  the  transparent 
cocoanut  oil  only  be  burnt  in  the  light-house  at  Bombay,  as  the  jingely 
: and  other  oils  in  general  use  are  very  productive  of  lampblack  and 
consequently  very  unfit  for  this  use.^ 

In  reply  to  the  above  on  the  23rd  April  1798  Government  write  : 
i The  superintendent  of  the  marine  has  been  furnished  with  a copy  of 
I these  orders  for  his  information  and  guidance  in  respect  to  the 
< improvement  of  the  light-house  as  directed.^ 

Next  year  on  the  29th  January  Government  further  write : On 
j receipt  of  the  reflectors  forwarded  by  your  Honourable  Court  on 
board  the  Belvedere  for  the  use  of  the  light-house,  the  superintendent  of 
i marine  was  called  upon  in  conjunction  with  the  civil  architect  to 
examine  how  far  it  was  advisable  to  apply  them  to  the  lamps  at  present 
in  use.  It  appearing  in  their  report  to  us  that  the  lantern  was  not 
t sufficiently  large  to  render  this  practicable,  we  have  ordered  a new  one 
to  be  built  on  the  present  light-house  on  a more  extensive  scale  for  this 
I purpose.  An  estimate  was  framed  by  the  civil  architect  amounting  to 
i Rs.  6653-3-51,  and  the  whole  of  the  work  in  its  thus  improved  state  was 
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* Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol,  13  of  1766,  208. 

2 Pub.  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol.  14  of  1796  - 1799,  139  - 141, 
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expected  to  be  completed  by  the  lOtb  February  1799,  daring  which 
interval  blue  lights  burning  at  night  every  hour  have  been  substituted 
for  the  benefit  of  ships  in  the  ofiing.  A late  report,  however,  by  the 
civil  architect,  of  which  we  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a copy,  apprised 
us  that  further  materials  are  still  required  from  Europe  and  particularly 
glasses  and  copper  frames  which  are  stated  not  to  be  procurable  here.  The 
lightning  conductor  noticed  in  the  civil  architect’s  letter  was  ordered  at 
the  recommendation  of  the  superintendent  of  marine.  The  constructing 
and  placing  of  this  seems  also  to  be  attended  with  difficulty ; wherefore 
if  your  Honourable  Court  should  be  pleased  to  think  it  necessary  we 
request  to  be  similarly  furnished  with  one  of  the  dimensions  required.^ 

In  reply  to  the  above  on  the  28th  August  1800  the  Court  write  to 
Bombay  : The  conductor  has  been  sent  by  the  way  of  Bengal.  The 
copper  frame  not  having  been  got  ready  in  time  to  be  sent  by  a ship  of 
last  season  will  be  forwarded  on  one  of  the  first  ships  of  the  next  season. 
We  sent  by  the  ships  Castle  Eden  and  Phoenix  a small  number  of  glasses 
and  wicks  for  the  new  light-house  under  an  idea  that  such  a supply 
might  be  necessary.  But  as  we  cannot  ascertain  what  number  may  be 
required  annually  we  desire  that  you  will  in  future  include  in  your 
marine  indent  such  articles  as  may  hereafter  be  wanted  for  the  use  of 
the  light-house. 2 

The  following  details  compiled  from  the  Wreck  Chart  of  the  Bombay 
Harbour  show  that  during  the  forty-six  years  ending  1872,  fifty  wrecks 
occurred  in  and  at  the  entrance  to  the  Bombay  Harbour.  Of  the  fifty 
wrecks  eleven  were  off  Alibag,  nine  round  Kenery  Island,  nine  on  the 
Prongs  Beefs,  eighteen  in  the  Harbour,  one  off  Breach  Candy,  one  off 
Vesava,  and  one  off  Manori.  It  is  remarkable  that  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Kenery  and  Prongs  Light-houses  no  wreck  has  occurred. 
The  following  statement  gives  the  details  : 


Bombay  Wrecks,  1826-  186 4 > 


No. 

Date  of  Casualty. 

Name  of  Vessel. 

Place  of  Wreck. 

Remarks. 

1 

1826 

Not. 

10 

Pilot  Boat  No.  4 

S.  W.  Prongs, 

2 

1830 

Aug. 

... 

24 

Sumbery  

Between  Thai  and 
Kenery. 

Arab  Colours. 

3 

1836 

July 

14 

Two  Brothers  

1 mile,  S.  Malabar 
Point. 

4-14 

1837 

June 

... 

17 

Harbour  

Great  gale.  Ele- 
ven ships  lost. 

15 

1810 

May 

8 

Competent 

Back  Bay, 

Many  lives  lost. 

16 

1840 

June 

... 

17 

Lord  William  Bentinck... 

S.  W.  Prongs 

17 

1840 

June 

... 

18 

Lord  Castlereagh 

Do, 

Do. 

18 

1844 

July 

22 

Ro3"al  Admiral  

S.  E.  Prongs. 

19 

1852 

June 

• • - 

18 

Christian  

Kenery  Island 

Lives  lost. 

20-21 

1854 

Nov. 

... 

1 

Harbour  

Great  gale.  Two 
ships  and  many 
lives  lost. 

22-23 

1856 

June 

• •• 

12 

Juddel  Barry  and  Julia... 

Kenery  Island  ... 

Lives  lost. 

24 

1857 

June 

29 

Bank  of  England 

Off  Alib%. 

26 

1858 

July 

20 

Alice 

Kenery  Island 

Lives  lost. 

26 

1859 

July 

23 

Natalie  

Back  Bay. 

Do. 

27 

1861 

July 

20 

Louisiana 

Off  Alibag. 

28-30 

1861 

July 

• •• 

23 

Three  Pilot  Boats 

Thai  Beach. 

31 

1862 

May 

... 

13 

Beechworth  

Harbour. 

32 

1862 

June 

17 

James  Pilkington 

Off  Vesava. 

33 

1863 

June 

• •• 

18 

Nadirshah 

Off  Manori. 

34 

1864 

July 

... 

13 

Marie  Catherine 

Off  Alibag 

French  Colours, 

1 Pub.  Dep.  Letters  to  the  Court  Vol.  32  of  1797  - 1799,  320  - 321. 

2 Pub,  Dep.  Court’s  Letters  Vol,  16  of  1800-  1803,  37  - 38. 
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Bombay  Wrechs,  1865-1872 — continued. 


No. 

Date  of  Casualty. 

Name  of  Vessel. 

35 

1865 

Jan. 

7 

Sydenham  

• • • 

36 

1865 

March  ... 

12 

Glen  Sannox 

• •• 

37 

1866 

Feb. 

2 

Steamer  Jeddo 

... 

38 

1866 

June  ... 

20 

Diamond  

• •• 

39 

1866 

June 

21 

Stafford  

40 

1866 

July 

12 

Chapman  

• • • 

41 

1866 

July  ... 

13 

Vickerie 

43 

1866 

July 

23 

Zenohia  

... 

43 

1866 

Aug. 

1 

Die  Vernon 

... 

44 

1866 

Aug.  ... 

1 

Themis  

• •« 

45 

1867 

June  ... 

28 

Bombay  

* . • 

46 

1867 

Julv  ... 

18 

Terzah  

• •• 

47 

1867 

Aug.  ... 

7 

Merchant  Prince  ... 

• •« 

48 

1867 

Aug.  ... 

18 

Arabistan 

49 

1869 

June 

4 

Bucentaur  

... 

50 

1 

1872 

July  ... 

6 

England  

• 

Place  of  Wreck. 


Remarks. 


S.  W,  Prongs, 

Do. 

Chaul  Kadu  Reef. 

Off  Breach  Candy. 

S.  E.  Prongs, 

Off  Alibag. 

Alibag. 

Chaul  Kadu  Reef. 

Off  Alibalg. 

S.  E.  of  Chaul  Kadu 
Reef. 

On  Karan  j a Shoal. 
South  of  Uiideri 
S.  W.  end  of  Chaul 
Kadu  Reef. 

S.  W.  Prongs, 

Do. 


Eight  lives  lost. 


Off  Alibag. 
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